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TiTE  reign  of  Eliubeth,  Tariooi  u  may  be  the  opintau  hdd  raptel 
the  **  virgin  queen**  henelf,  was  onqnettionably  mort  fliTOwable  to 
coltiration  of  wit  and  genina.  A  oovrt  anffldently  lax  to  alloir  < 
tolerable  freedom  of  language,  bnt  yet  removed  ttom  anjtfalag  lifct 
broad  coarsenen  which  was  hereafter  to  dintingoish  or  disgrace  than 
of  Cliarles  II. — a  so?ereign»  herself  no  mean  scholar,  and  a  Imi 
lorer  of  learning  and  genius  in  othen — ^finally,  a  state  of  natk 
prosperity,  conwquent  on  our  freedom  from  a  foreign  enthraldc 
fuch  were,  indeed,  advantages  rarely  combined  in  one  reign,  especi 
in  a  reign  of  such  long  duration ;  and  it  was  not  to  be  wondered  a 
the  times  that  developed  the  abilities  of  a  Burieigh,  a  Ilatton.  o 
Raleigh,  should  have  also  found  fame  and  renown  for  a  poet  like  tlM  1 
of  the  present  narrative. 

Obscure  as  are  the  accounts  of  his  birth  and  (»igin,  it  seems  proba 
from  certain  passages  in  his  poems,  that  he  was  at  lca»t  respects 
connected.  But  his  early  prospects  appear  to  have  bet-n  but  moder 
Bmn  in  London,  he  was  sent  to  Pembroke  Hall,  Cambridge,  when 
sabsequently  competed  for  a  fellowship  against  Andrewes,  afterwa 
Bishop  of  Winchester.  Hto  fkilure  (if  indeed  to  be  defeated  by  sue 
man  as  Andrewes  can  be  called  a  failure),  and  the  narrow  »-tate  of 
finances,  compelled  him  to  quit  the  university.  lie  took  up  his  r 
dence  with  some  friends  in  the  north,  and.  being  JuMt  in  that  stat« 
pocket  when  love  is  most  imprudent,  he  very  naturally  fell  in  lov< 
once,  therein  following  the  example  of  nine-tentlis  of  humanity. 

Love,  if  a  man  be  a  poet  at  heart,  is  pretty  sure  to  find  its  vent  throi 
that  most  charming  of  the  liberal  arts,  and  we  may  be  said  to  owe 
**  Shepherd's  Calendar,"  and  other  pastoral  poems,  to  the  lady  wl 
Spenser  everywhere  celebrates,  and  whose  cruelty  he  deplores,  nx 
the  name  of  Kosalind.  Spenser's  love  was,  so  far,  profitable  boti 
himaelf  aad  to  posterity;  and  when  we  read  this  deliglitful  specii 
of  early  English  bucolic  we  feel  that,  in  the  words  of  Sir  Mnlbi 
Hawk,  **  it  is  to  Rosalind's  mamma's  obliging  marriage  that  we 
indebted  for  so  much  happiness." 

Sir  Philip  Sidney,  to  whom  this  poem  was  dedicated,  under  the  mo 
title  of  **  Immerito,"  took  great  notice  of  our  hero,  and  being  bin 
not  merely  **  a  lord  among  wits,  and  a  wit  among  lords,"  but  an  i 
writer  and  Judicious  thinker,  aa  well  as  no  mean  poet,  his  introdur 
proved  of  no  small  advantage  to  Spenser.  As  long  as  this  great  i 
lived,  he  extended  the  benefits  of  his  Ibrtone,  advice,  and  infiueno 
his  poet-friOMl,  and  proved  •■  oonataat,  •■  he  was  liberal,  a  patron. 
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wr  quitted  thie  north,  and  retarned  to  the  ■■  Great  Babylon,**  at 
ioe  of  ■omo  IHends,  who  wished  him  to  bo  noar  the  oonrt.  To 
alludes  in  hit  sixth  eclogue,  where  HobUnol  (L  #.  his  intimate 
Gabriel  Hanrej)  pemiades  Colin  {i,  #.  Spenser  himselO  te  <|idl 
,  eoontry,  and  its  bairen  soUtodes,  and  seek  a  more  genial  soiL 
IS.  bowever,  been  doubted  whether  his  aeqnaintanee  with  EUdnej 
«o  earl  J  at  has  been  abore  stoted ;  and  the  fUlowing  story  seems 
ler  it  more  probable  that  he  had  already  began  the  **  Faeria 
».*  It  is  said,  that  on  going  to  Leicester  Hoose,  with  the  Tlewof 
(dag  himself  to  the  then  Mr.  Sidney,  he  sent  in  aoopy  of  the  ninth 
if  the  first  book  of  this  poem.  *■  Mr.  Sidney  was  mneh  sorprlsed 
le  description  of  Despair  in  that  canto,  and  is  said  to  hare  shown 
nud  icind  of  transport  on  the  disooreiy  of  so  new  and  nncommor 
IS.  After  he  had  read  some  stanxas,  he  toned  to  his  steward 
dc  him  giro  the  person  that  brooght  the  rerses  fifty  poondsi  hot 
BSMUng  the  next  stann,  he  ordered  the  sum  to  be  doubled.  Tha 
1  was  no  less  surprised  than  his  matter,  and  thought  it  his  doty 
a  some  delay  in  executing  so  sudden  and  lafish  a  bounty  <  but 
nding  one  stansa  more,  Mr.  Sidney  raised  Ids  gratuity  to  two 
d  pounds,  and  oommanded  the  steward  to  giro  it  immediately, 

he  read  ftirther,  he  might  be  tempted  to  give  away  his  whole 

■ 

iser  did  not,  howerer.  reap  any  immediate  substantial  benefit 
Us  introduction,  and,  although  chosen  poet-laureat,  be  for  tome 
wore  a  barren  laurel,  and  po9<tcs8cd  only  the  place  without  the 
I  *  Burleigh,  whaterer  thou^litt  might  be  comprehended  in  his 
!  of  the  head,**  appears  to  have  taken  no  thought  for  our  poet,  and 
fleet  was  rendered  more  serious  by  the  constant  absence  of  Sir 
Sidney,  either  on  diplomatic  negotiations,  or  in  the  Low  Country 
He  hy«  plaintirely  alluded  to  these  disappointments  in  his  poem 
the  **  Ruins  of  Time.**  as  follows: — 

*'0  grief  of  griefs!  O  gall  of  aU  f^ood  hearts! 
To  see  that  Tertue  should  despiied  be 
Of  such  as  first  were  rais'd  for  rertue's  parts. 
And  now  broad  spreading  like  on  aged  tree. 
Let  none  shoot  up  that  nish  them  planted  oe: 
O  let  not  those  of  whom  the  Muse  is  sconi'd. 
Alive  or  dead  be  hj  the  Muse  adom'd." 

Ii  still  greater  bitterness,  he  inveighs  against  the  neglect  of  lean 
1  poetry,  in  •*  The  Tears  of  Calliope:**— 

"Their  great  rerenues  all  in  sumptuous  pride 
Ther  spend,  that  nought  to  leaminc  tner  may  spare  ; 
Ana  thB  rion  fee  which  Poets  wont  diyide, 
Now  Psiaaites  and  Sycophants  do  share." 

It  would  appear  that  Spenser,  like  many  othen,  was,  to  somo 
•  the  cause  of  hit  own  misfortune.  The  following  lines^  in 
r  Hubbard's  Tale,  are  supposed  to  hare  been  construed  by  the 
r  into  a  personal  aflVont,  for.  as  the  author*  of  our  poet's  life 
Bs,  **  eren  the  sighs  of  a  miserable  man  are  sometimes  resented  as 
out  by  him  that  is  the  occasion  of  them." 

"  Full  little  knowest  thou  that  bast  not  try'd. 
What  hell  it  is,  in  misery  long  to  bide, 
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To  nwd  bHJmj,  u  be  pul  buk  tiHiuamw 

Tb  £k1  OB  Hspa.  U>  pin*  wlUi  FMt  ud  So , 

To  lun  UiT  iiiiiw'i  (nee,  ■rlniifJtarpMr'fc 

To  int  tb  ao^m  tb  OHM  ud  wiUi  OHH ; 
To  i^  Ikjhian  thn'  camfiirtliaa  daoMir : 
TD&<ini,lacnrach,  to  nil,  Mrido,  torn, 
Is  ipoad,  to  lire,  towui,  tobtradoM^* 

Bdof  tb*  dxthbmkaf  hkgnMpMm,  Uwantbi 
lU  in-wlU  or  Barld^^  Daorttifaig  t 
I*  wttta  tb*  ftUowtBf  MUUl 

"BtHBtttabsoHlT  nna,  nf  nuiiT  niMinll. 
Itiif  to  «(H*  hla  1WAB<D0M  darttti. 
Km*  (ha  Bv  fciiBB  wiitL  lU  *»  tbv  dMOMt 
fnB bakMlilai,  nd ftMtnai nU U-t -<«• 
mih  aUA  MM  wli&M  tana  lU 
A^  M^  iato  >  nWUf  IMR^  dlipA 


Ob  one  ooatrton,  EUnbcth  hkd  mdcrcd  m  gntnitT  of  m 
poandi  to  be  (iTcn  to  our  pool;  but  mj  Lord- TreuurETBnrldgho 
to  it.  Uflng,  "  Wb*l  1  nil  thll  for  ■  diifclc  tong  r  Ttae  quo 
"  Then  glTe  whftt  It  reiAoa."  Spenaer  waited  for  •omttinie.  t 
the  qneen^  latended  bounty  not  forthannlnf ,  he  took  ui  oppt 
pTMentthe  following  ei^gmmmitlo  petition  to  heim(]»tr: 


Th>i  h*d  tti  eflteti  1117  locd-trcuurer  came  m  ftir  ■  nbuke,  1 
poet  got  hb  moner. 

Oar  poet'i  fortuoe  bc^mn  to  Improve  t  hli  loqnaSntuboe  with  tb 
mad  the  powerfnl  inereued,  and  In  the  jrear  IQTfl  he  1T4t  eent 
bj  tbe  Eerl  of  Ltiea(«r»  bat  upon  whit  iervlot  doei  not  ipptv 
irtien  Lord  Qnj  wu  cho*eD  deputy  of  Iirlend,  he  recdTed  the  ej 
ment  of  ncrrtivy-  If  we  mif  Judge  b^  hii  "DUcouth  od  the  S 
Inlud.'  hb  lUll  in  politics]  Ktense  must  hire  been  Hmiidenb 
the  chinge  Ihnn  the  IliUagaoa  of  ■  merelj' poeticileiiiirace 
dotiea  ud  uuletlu  of  utlre  life,  daubtJc«t  hud  «  moct  heallh; 
enoe  upon  bU  mind  mnd  dlrpoeltlon-  A  fair  eeCate  of  3000  acred 
eaoDty  of  Cork,  and  a  good  hoiue  in  Klloobnan,  hii  gnnndi  bein; 

Urn  freedom  Ihim  want.  Ifnot  the  Importaaoe  of  a  wealthy  land 
About  thii  limF.  he  mitractKl  an  Intlmat*  fHeodehlp  vrlth  Sir ' 
Balelgh.  then  a  captain  under  Lord  Grey.  In  the  poem  entitled 
Cknt'i  oome  home  artln,-  Sir  Walter  !•  allegorlcally  deicrlbed 
tbe  name  of  tbe  "  Shrpberd  of  the  Ocean."  We  gladly  quotf 
other  writen.  the  following  eiqolilte  Unea.  ao  descriptlTa  of  (he 


"1  aailfl.  ■■  was  my  tnde, 
rnda  the  liHt^  Mols,  that  mooiitaiii  bora, 
Kaaanff  mj  ■beep  amonfft  tbe  eoolly  ihada 
Of  t£a  freu  •Ideri.  by  t£*  MoUa'i  i^ : 


xncoat  ov  SDimin)  spihsib*  yii 


Tlun  A  ftnace  •hooIiBid  duuMTd  to  <*«^  bm  oatk 
Wlwthtr  aUozvd  with  iii7i>ipe'8  (Ulightk 
WliOM  pleMing  •oand  jAhriUed  fio*  about. 
Or  thitber  led  bj  duuwa,  I  know  not  tight: 
wiUMn  whn  I  taktd  from  what  plMO  ha  oamei 
▲nd  huw  he  hifht ;  himaelf  ho  did  jolom 
ThoShephenlofthaOoaaa  bjnAme, 
And  aud  ho  come  fv  frum  the  nuin-oaa  deqw 
He  aittinc  mo  beeide,  in  that  aamo  ahado 
JnroTokod  ma  to  pli^  aomo  plaaaaut  At; 
And  when  he  haani  tha  mnaio  that  I  maiUw 
He  fou»l  hnnaelf  ftiU  fieatlj  pleaa'd  at  it. 
Yet»  wnnlinf  mj  Dtpe,  ho  took  in  hand 
a.  befon  that  omulad  of : 
n*  well  thai 

any. 


Mj  pipe,  bafino  that  omulad  of  many. 

And pUd tharaon.  for  weU thatahiU ho oooTd. 

Uimaolfaaakilfonn  that  art  aa  any." 


B&Mm  many  adTUitages  oooaeqoent  on  his  introdootion  to  Sir  Walter 
Baldgh.  oar  poet  was  now  deatined  to  haTo  Capid  propitloiu.  and  we  And 
aaew  Attaobment  ripen  into  a  marriage,  whi^  he  lilmaelf  oelebrated  in 
bin  *•  Epittaalamloii.'' 

The  erentaof  a  poet's  lift  are  seldom  rery  marked  or  important  in 
their  character,  and  Edmund  Spenser's  hlstoiy  is  no  exception  to  the 
nie.  The  progress  of  the  **  Faeiie  Qneene"  was  the  main  employment 
of  his  life,  bat  its  tranqnillity  was  soon  deatined  to  be  disturbed.  The 
ofortnnate  rebclllou  of  the  Earl  of  Desmond,  in  which  he  was  plan- 
dered  and  robbed  of  his  estate,  forced  him  to  return  to  England.  The 
griefb  of  one  bankrupt  in  fortune,  and  in  declining  health,  were  agjp-a  vat  ed 
by  the  death  of  hU  beat  friend.  Sir  Philip  Sidney.  Twelve  yoan  he 
surriTed  his  noble  patron,  but  they  were  years  of  aadneu  and  ])ainful 
recollections  Death,  the  great  leveller  alike  of  enemiea  and  friciidii, 
orertook  both  the  courtly  Burleigh  and  the  poet  he  had  slighted,  if  not 
injured,  in  the  year  1598. 

He  was  buried  in  Westminster  Abbey,  near  his  predecessor,  aud,  we 
might  almost  say  master,  in  the  art  of  poetry,  Oeoflrey  Chaucer.  Ilia 
obaeqaies  were  attended  by  many  poets  of  his  time,  who  cast  copies  of 
Tenes  into  his  grave ;  and  his  monument  was  erected  at  the  cost  of 
Robert  Devereuz,  the  unfortunate  Earl  of  Essex,  with  tho  iollowiupr 
macription: — 

**  Heare  lyes  (expecting  the  second  comminge  of  our  Saviour  CMiritit 
Jesus)  the  body  of  Edmund  Spenser,  the  prince  of  poets  in  his  tyinc ; 
whose  divine  spirit  needs  noe  other  witness,  then  the  works  which  he 
left  behind  him.  He  was  home  in  London  in  theyeare  1610,  and  died  in 
thejeare  1696." 

Camden's  account  of  his  death  presents  some  important  difTcrencea. 
He  aays  that  he  died  in  1696,  in  the  forty- fintt  year  of  the  queen's  reign. 
Bot  the  mistake  about  his  birth  is  still  greater  How  could  he,  ut  tliis 
rate,  have  stood  for  a  fellowship  in  competition  with  Andrewes,  who  wa.s 
sot  bora  till  1555?  "Moreover,**  as  Hughes  observes,  "if  this  account 
of  his  birth  were  true,  he  must  have  been  above  nixty  years  old  wlieti  ho 
fint  published  his  **  Shepherd's  Calendar,"  an  age  not  the  most  proper  for 
love-poetry;  and  in  his  seventieth  year  when  he  entered  into  business 
nder  the  I»rd  Grey,  who  was  created  deputy  of  Ireland  in  1580."  It 
stems,  on  the  whole,  probable  that  the  original  inscription,  said  to  have 
been  in  Latin,  and  published  in  the  year  1600,  in  a  small  volume  on  the 
■onoment  of  Westminster,  was  the  correct  one,  and  as  this  sp.'aks  of 
Um  as  dying  **  an  uiUimely  death,"  the  date  1510  'must  be  laid  to  tlie 
of  the  graver,  or  to  some  mistake  in  those  who  suporin- 


TUl  HEHOIB  09  SDlCiniD  tFtflUB. 

tended  the  new  inaeriptioo.    I  fttt«npt  •  tnmJaHkm  of  the  Irwilj^liB 

mnd  epigram  in  qaestloii  ^— 

**  Edmand  Spenwr.of  Tjondoo,  miqiiettioDablf  priaet  of  the  Va^fiA 
poets  of  oar  age.  which  bis  poema,  written  mider  the  ttroar  of  the  Xom^ 
and  of  his  genius  that  shall  live  hereafter,  prore.  He  died  an  tmieatt 
death,  in  the  year  of  graee  1598.  and  is  buried  near  mto  Qodtnf 
Chancer,  who  first  most  bappilj  adorned  poe^  hi  the  KngllBh  to»- 
guage.    Upon  wliom  waa  written  these  epignuns  >> 


"  Next  Chaaea's  boDBS  deeps  Edmond  fasMH^  dost  in  dsath  s 
In  genius  each,  in  tonoK  the  other  aim. 
Here,  near  great  poet  Caaaesr,  poet  j^naar,  Us^ 
As  near  in  aepalUmu  as  poesj. 

While  thou  wert  linns,  Kngfand's  moae  IhedkfaaBtlys 
Dying,  while thon artoead,  she fsais  to die.*^ 

It  may  be  observed,  that  the  stauas  are  disUnct  epitaphs,  «f  wMA  thi 
first  and  second  couplets  are  merely  the  same  thoighta  diftfaatlj 
expressed. 

Little  as  is  known  of  the  life  of  oar  poet,  his  woria  m  m  Bash  i 
part  of  our  literature  as  ean  be  well  imagined.  Of  his  ptstonli^  or  Mi 
prose  work,  I  will  not  speak  on  the  present  oocaskm,  but.  briery  to  an 
np  the  beauties  of  the  **  Faerie  Queene,**  I  may  obserre,  that  ta  nopoeai 
is  the  deration  of  morality  blended  with  the  romance  of  diiralry  will 
snch  singular  success — ^In  no  work,  of  whatsoerer  age  w  clime,  do  wi 
find  the  derelopment  of  that  graceftil  eleration  of  Uie  female  sex  firan 
the  degradation  of  their  fendal  lords,  so  nobly  and  so  derotedly  set  fbrtl 
— ^nowhere,  not  even  in  Hilton,  are  the  vagaries  of  the  Pagan  wotk 
made  so  admirably  subservient  to  the  purposes  of  a  Christiaii  leseon— 
and,  above  all,  no  ancient  English  writer  can  be  so  safely,  or  so  pro 
fitably,  read  even  I  y  the  young.  As  a  study  of  the  Engliidi  laagoafe 
the  "  Faerie  Queene*"  is  not  only  highly  instmctive,  bnt  is  less  repidslvi 
and  difficult  than  other  contemporaneous  writers,  whUe,  as  a  glorioai 
storehouse  of  fancy,  of  legend,  and  of  brilliant  allegoiy,  we  oan  on|] 
say,  with  Loeretius, 

"  JuTAt  intogros  acoedcre  fontea, 
Atque  hanrire,  juvatqoe  novos  deoerpere  florea.** 

T.A.  B. 


LETTEB  OF  THE  AUTHOR'S; 

£X?OUKDTKO  HIS  WHOLE  INTENTION  IN  THE  COUBSE  OF  THIS 
WOBEE;  WHICH,  FOB  THAT  IT  GIVETH  GREAT  LIGHT  TO  THE 
BEADEB,  FOB  THE  BETTEB  UNDEB8TANDIN0  IS  HEREVNTO 
ANNEXED. 


10  THE  EIGHT  NOBLE  AND  TAL0B0V8 

SIR  WALTER  RALEIGH,  Kkight, 

LO.    WABOriK.  or   THS    8TAHimTE>    AXD    HEB    If  AI£8T1£S    LIEFTEKAUNT     OF 

THX  COUNTY  OP  COBNXWATLL. 

Sib, 

KiffowiNO  how  doubtfully  all  Allegories  may  be  construed, 
and  this  booke  of  mine,  which  I  have  entitiUed  The  Faerie 
Queene^  bein^  a  continued  Allegorv,  or  darke  Conceit,  I 
haye  thought  good,  as  well  for  avoyding  of  gealous  opinions 
and  misconstructions,  as  also  for  your  oetter  light  in  read- 
ing thereof,  (being  so  by  you  commanded,)  to  discover  unto 
you  the  general  intention  and  meaning,  which  in  the  whole 
course  thereof  I  have  fashioned,  without  exi>ressing  of  any 
particular  purposes,  or  by-accidents,  therein  occasioned. 
The  ceneral  end,  therefore,  of  all  the  booke,  is  to  fashion  a 
gentleman  or  noble  person  in  vertuous  and  gentle  disci- 
pline; which  for  that  I  conceived  shoulde  be  most  plausible 
and  pleasing,  being  coloured  with  an  liistorical  fiction,  the 
which  the  most  part"  of  men  delight  to  read,  rather  for 
variety  of  matter  than  for  nrofite  of  the  ensample,  1  ;hose 
the  Histon^'e  of  King  Artuure,  as  most  fitte  for  the  excel- 
lency of  his  person,  being  made  famous  by  many  mens 
former  workes,  and  also  furthest  from  the  daunger  of  envy, 
"and  Buspition  of  present  time.  In  whicli  1  have  followed 
all  the  antique  poets  historical!  i  first  Homere,  who  in  the 
persons  of  Agamemnon  and  Ulysses  hath  ensampled  a  good 
govemour  and  a  yertaons  man,  the  one  in  liis  llia^,  the 
i^tber  JB  hJs  Odyegeia;  then  Virgil,  whose  Hke  inteiiUou 
wMtodoem  ibepenon  ofjEneoB;  after  him  Arioslo  com 
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prised  them  both  in  his  Orlando;  and  lately  Tsaso  disae- 
yered  them  again,  and  formed  both  parts  in  two  persona, 
namely,  that  part  which  they  in  philosophy  call  Etkict^  at 
Vertues  of  a  private  man,  oolonred  in  his  Bianaldo;  the 
other  named  Pohtice,  in  hia  Grodfredo.  By  ensample  of 
which  exceliente  poets,  I  labour  to  pourtraict  in  Arthar& 
before  he  was  king,  the  image  of  a  brave  knight,  perfected 
in  the  twelve  private  Mordl  Yertnes,  as  Aristotle  hath 
devised;  the  which  is  the  purpose  of  these  first  twelve 
bookes :  which  if  I  finde  to  be  well  accepted,  I  may  be  per* 
haps  encoraged  to  frame  the  other  part  of  Pollitioke  Yertoei 
in  nis  person,  after  that  hee  came  to  be  king.  To  some  I 
know  this  methode  will  seem  displeasapnt,  which  had  rather 
have  good  discipline  delivered  nlainlv  in  way  of  precepts,  or 
sermoncd  at  large,  as  they  use,  men  thus  dowdily  enwrapped 
in  allegorical  devises.  But  such,  me  seeme,  should  be  satis- 
fide  with  the  use  of  these  days,  seeing  all  things  accounted 
by  their  showes,  and  nothing  esteemed  of,  that  is  not  de- 
lig^tfull  and  pleasing  to  commune  sence.  For  this  oause 
is^enophon  preferred  before  Plato,  for  that  the  one,  in  the 
exquisite  depth  of  his  iudgement,  formed  a  commimewelth, 
sucn  as  it  should  be;  but  the  other,  in  the  person  of  Cyrus, 
and  the  Persians,  fashioned  a  government,  such  as  might 
best  be:  so  much  more  profitable  and  gratious  is  doctrine 
by  ensample  then  by  rule.  So  have  I  laboured  to  do  in  the 
person  of  Arthure:  whom  I  conceive,  after  his  long  educa- 
tion by  Timon,  to  whom  he  was  by  Merlin  delivered  to  be 
brought  up,  so  soone  as  he  was  borne  of  the  Lady  Igrayne, 
to  have  scene  in  a  dream  or  vision  the  Faerie  Queene,  with 
whose  excellent  beauty  ravished,  he  awaking  resolved  to 
seeke  her  out,  and  so  being  by  McrUn  armed,  and  by  Timon 
throughly  instructed,  he  went  to  seeke  her  forth  in  Faerie 
Land.  In  that  Faerie  Queene  I  meane  Glon/  in  my  gene- 
rail  intention,  but  in  my  particular  I  conceive  the  most 
excellent  and  glorious  person  of  our  soveraine  the  Queene, 
and  her  kingdom  in  Faerie  Land.  And  yet,  in  some  places 
els,  I  do  otherwise  shadow  her.  For  considering  she 
beareth  two  persons,  the  one  of  a  most  royal  Queene  or 
Empresse,  the  other  of  a  most  vertuous  and  oeautifull  lady, 
this  latter  part  in  some  places  I  doe  express  in  Belphcebe, 
fashioning  ncr  name  according  to  your  owne  excellent  con- 
ceipt  of  Cynthia:  Phoebe  and  Cynthia  being  both  names  of 
Diana.  So  in  the  person  of  Ifrince  Arthure  I  sette  forth 
Magnificence  in  particular ;  which  Yertue  for  that  (accord- 
ing  to  Aristotle  and  the  rest)  it  is  the  perfection  of  all  t^ 
Tteg^  and  conteineth  in  it  them  ail,  tneTCioTeml\i^'sa\s\^ 
ffane  I  mention  the  deeds  of  Art\\\iTe  a.p^>,'«\iV  Vi^ 
Vertue,  which  I  write  of  in  that  \>oo\Le.  fiM^.  ^^  ^^  ^ 
oiber  Veituea,  I  make  xii.  othei  kniiflttto  Vk«^  ^«XKoitf». 
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the  more  ▼Briel7<^  the  history:  of  which  these  three  bookes 
eontsyn  three. 

^le  finL  of  the  knight  of  the  Bedcrosse,  in  whom  I 
fxpresse  Hdynes:  the  seconde  of  Sir 'JjnvQp,  in  whome  I 
lette  forth  l^inseraiinee:  the  third  <^13ntomarti8  a  lady- 
kiiight» in  whoinl picture Qiagtjtf .  Bat, bec&ase  the be- 
^ttmfiif^ftftTiA  wholS  worKe  seemetn  abrunte  and  as  depend- 
ing upon  other  antecedents,  it  needs  that  ye  know  the 
oeeaaum  of  these  three  knights  severall  adyentnres.  For 
tbe  methode  of  a  poet  histoncal  is  not  such,  as  of  an  hi^to- 
lioormpher.  For  an  hiftoriographer  disconrseth  of  affaires 
orurly  aa  they  were  donne,  accounting  as  well  the  tunes 
as  the  actions }  but  a  poet  thrusteth  into  the  middest,  even 
▼Km  it  most  concemeth  him,  and  there  recoursing  to  the 
thinges  forepaste,  and  divining  of  thinges  to  come;  maketk 
a  pkasing  andysis  of  all. 

The  beginning  tiierefore  of  my  histoir,  if  it  were  to  be 
told  bj[  an  historiographer,  should  be  tne  twelfth  booke, 
which  is  the  last:  where  I  devise  that  the  Faerie  Queene 
kept  her  annual  reaste  zii.  days;  upx>on  which  xii.  seyerall 
dtijeB,  the  occasions  of  the  xii.  severall  adventures  ha])ued, 
wnich,  being  undertaken  by  xii.  severall  knigbtH,  are  in 
these  xii.  books  severally  handled  and  discoursed.  The  first 
was  this.  In  the  befdnning  of  the  feast,  there  presented 
himselfe  a  tall  clownishe young  man,  who  falling  before  tho 
Queene  of  Faeries  desired  a  boone  (as  the  manner  then  was) 
which  during  that  feast  she  might  not  refuse;  which  was 
that  hee  might  have  the  atchivement  of  any  adventure, 
which  during  that  feaste  should  happen.  That  being 
graunted,  he  rested  him  on  the  floore,  unfitte  through  his 
rusticity  for  a  belter  place.  Soone after  entred  a  fairc  ladyc 
in  mourning  weedes,  riding  on  a  white  asse,  with  a  dwarfo 
beliind  her  leading  a  warlike  steed,  that  bore  the  anns  of  a 
knight,  and  his  speare  in  the  dwarfes  hand.  Shee,  tailing 
before  the  Queene  of  Faeries,  complayned  that  her  tatlie" 
and  mother,  an  ancient  kin;;  and  queene,  had  bene  by  an 
huge  dragon  many  years  shut  up  in  a  brasen  castle,  who 
thence  suiTred  them  not  toyssew;  and  therefore  be8oup:ht 
the  Faerie  Queene  to  assygnc  her  some  one  of  her  knights 
to  take  on  him  that  exployt.  Presently  that  clownish  ptr- 
Bon,  upstarting,  desired  that  adventure ;  whereat  the  Qiiec  ne 
much  wondering,  and  the  lady  much  gainesayinu^,  vet  ho 
earnestly  importuned  his  desire.  In  the  end  the  lady  told 
him.  that  unlesse  that  armour  which  she  brought,  would 
serve  him  (that  is,  the  armour  of  a  Christian  man  Bpi:e\t\cd 
hj^  St  Paul,  v.Ephcs.)  that  be  could  not  succeed  \u  VWt. 
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goones  taking  on  him  Imighthood,  and  monntinff  on  iliat 
straunffe  courser,  he  went  forth  with  her  on  that  aaTenturei 
where  oeginneth  the  first  booke,  vis. 

A  gentle  knight  waa  pricking  on  tlie  plajne,  kc 

The  second  day  there  came  in  a  palmer  bearing  an  infant 
with  bloodv  hands,  whose  parents  he  oomplayned  to  have 
bene  slayn  by  an  enchaontreese  called  Acrasia;  and  there- 
fore craved  of  the  Faerie  Qoeene,  to  appoint  him  some 
knight  to  performe  that  adventure ;  which  being  amrignffd 
to  Sir  Guyon,  he  preeently  went  forth  with  that  same 
palmer:  which  is  the  b^pnning  of  the  second  booke,  and 
the  whole  subiect  thereof.  The  third  da^  there  came  in  A 
groome,  who  complidned  before  the  Faene  Qaeene,  that  a 
vile  enchaunter,  called  Busirane,  had  in  hand  a  most  faire 
lady,  called  Amoretta,  whom  he  kept  in  most  grievous  tor- 
ment, because  she  would  not  yield  nim  the  pleasure  of  her 
body.  Whereupon  Sir  Scudamour,  the  lover  of  that  ladr, 
presently  tooke  on  him  that  adventure.  But  being  unable 
to  performe  it  by  reason  of  the  hard  enchauntments,  after 
long  sorrow,  in  the  end  met  with  Britomartis,  who  suc- 
coured him,  and  reskewed  Lis  love. 

But,  bv  occasion  hereof,  many  other  adventures  are  in- 
termedlea;  but  rather  as  accidents  than  intendments;  as 
the  love  of  Britomart,  the  overthrow  of  Marinell,  the 
misery  of  Florimcll,  the  vertuousnes  of  BelphoBbe,  the  lasd^ 
viousnesd  of  Hellenora;  and  many  the  like. 

Thus  much,  Sir,  I  have  briefly  overronne  to  direct  your 
understanding  to  the  wethead  of  the  history;  that,  mmi 
thence  gathenng  the  whole  intention  of  the  conceit,  ye  may 
as  in  a  handful  gripe  al  the  discourse,  which  otherwise  may 
happily  seem  t^ous  and  confused.  So,  humbly  craving 
the  continuance  of  your  honourable  favour  towards  me, 
and  th'  etemall  estaolishment  of  your  happines,  I  humbly 
take  leave. 

Yours  most  humbly  affectionate, 

£D.  SPENSES. 


f  9  Unnary,  1689. 


IriE  FIRST  BOOKE 

OF 

THE   FAERIE   QUEENE. 

COSTATSiyQ 

lEit  XrgrnTi  of  t^  Itni^t  of  t^e  l&ttr  CroBBt,  or  of  l^olinesse. 


LO !  I,  the  man  whose  Muse  whjlome  did  maske,  1 

Ab  time  her  taught,  in  lowly  shepherds  weeds, 
Am  now  enforst,  a  farre  unfitter  taske. 
For  trompets  steme  to  chaunge  miue  oaten  reeds, 
And  sing  of  knights  and  ladies  gentle  deeds ; 
Whose  praises  having  slept  in  silence  lonor. 
Me.  all  to  meane,  the  sacred  Muse  areeds 
To  olazon  broade  emongst  her  learned  throng : 
Fierce  warres  and  faithful  loves  shall  raoraliza  my  sontr. 

Help  then,  O  holy  virgin  !  chiefe  of  n>T3e,  2 

Thy  weaker  novice  to  perform  thy  will ; 

Ijay  forth  out  of  thine  everlasting  seryne 

The  Antique  roUes,  which  there  lye  hidden  still, 

Of  Faerie  knights  and  favTcst  Tanaquill, 

"Whom  that  most  noble  Briton  prince  so  long 

Sought  through  the  world,  and  suffered  so  much  ill, 

That  I  must  rue  his  undeserved  wrong : 

O,  helpe  thou  my  weake  wit,  and  sharpen  mj'  dull  tong! 

And  thou,  most  dreaded  impe  of  highest  love,  3 

Faire  Venus  sonne,  that  with  thy  cruel  1  dart 

At  that  good  knight  so  cunningly  didst  rove, 

That  glorious  fire  it  kindled  in  his  hart ; 

Lay  now  thv  deadly  haben  bowe  apart, 

And,  with  tuy  r'40tlr:»r  mylde,  come  to  mine  ayde ; 

Come,  both  ;  and  with  you  brin;j  triumphant  Mart, 

In  loves  and  gentle  iollities  arraid, 

After  his  murdrous  spDyles  and  bloudie  rage  allay d. 

And  with  them  eke,  O  goddesse  heavenly  bright,  4 

Mirrour  of  grace  and  majestie  divine, 
Great  Ladie  of  the  greatest  Isle,  whose  light 
Like  Phoebus  lampe  throughout  the  world  doth  shine, 
Shed  thy  faire  beara^^  into  my  feeble  eyne, 
Aad raise  my  thoughtes,  too  humble  and  too  vile. 
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CANTO  L 

The  patron  of  trm  HoHoei* 

Fmale  Eirour  doth  defeate  i 
Hypoeiisie.  him  to  cntnppe. 

Both  to  his  home  cntmte. 

A  OBNTLB  Imight  was  pricking  on  the  plaine,  1 

Ycladd  in  migutie  armes  and  silver  "iw^A^ 

Wherein  old  dints  of  deepc  woundea  did  remunab 

The  cruel  markes  of  niany *  a  bloody  ficlde ; 

Yet  annes  till  that  time  did  he  nerer  wield: 

His  anjnr  steede  did  chide  his  foming  bitt-. 

As  much  disdayning  to  the  curbe  to  yield : 

Full  ioUy  kni|j:ht  he  seemd,  and  faire  did  sitt. 

As  one  for  knightly  giusts  and  fierce  encounters  fitt. 

And  on  his  brest  a  bloodic  crossc  lie  bore,  2 

The  deare  remembrance  of  liis  dying  Ix)rd, 

For  whose  sweet c  sake  that  frlorious  badge  he  wore. 

And  dead,  as  living,  ever  him  ador'd  :^ 

Upon  his  shield  the  like  was  also  scor'd, 

For  soveraine  hope,  which  in  his  helpe  he  had. 

Hight,  faithfull,  tnie  he  was  in  deode  and  word ; 

But  of  his  checrc  did  soeme  too  solemne  sad ; 

Yet  nothing  did  he  dread,  but  ever  was  ydrad. 

Upon  a  great  adventure  he  was  bond,  3 

That  greatest  Gloriana  to  him  pave. 

(That  greatest  glorious  (Jueene  of  Faery  lond) 

To  winne  him  worshippe,  and  her  grace  to  have, 

\Miich  of  all  eartldy  things  he  most  did  crave. 

And  ever  as  he  rode,  his  hart  did  earnc 

To  prove  his  puissance  in  bat  tell  brave 

Upon  his  foe,  and  his  new  force  to  leame ; 

Upon  his  foe,  a  dragon  horrible  and  steame. 

A  lovely  ladie  rode  him  faire  beside,  4 

XJpon  a  lowly  asse  more  white  then  snow ; 
Yet  she  much  whiter ;  but  the  same  did  hide 
Under  a  vele,  that  wimpled  was  full  low ; 
And  over  all  a  blacke  stole  shee  did  throw. 
As  one  that  inly  roournd ;  so  was  she  sad. 
And  heavie  sate  upon  her  palfrey  slow; 
Seemed  in  heart  some  hidden  care  she  had; 
And  by  her  in  a  line  a  ;xulke-\^Vi\ie  \am\>«  1^^sA. 


--.? 


/ 


rm  ia  fife  md  «f«7  Tflrteous  kmb 
Aid  Ipf  deMoU  ftooi  tojaD  linage  auna 


Ofaoat  kiagM  aad  ipMom,  mt  had  of  yon 

fipon 


stretchl  fipon  east  to  werteme  ihan^ 
Ay  ift  tk  meld  m  thair  aoMaetkiii  heidi 
S  Ait  iafienul  foflod  with  loole  Qpton 
fcvMted  an  their  Ind,  and  thorn  eipeld ; 

to  aiwoge,  die  hM  Ihk  knight  noni  &r  oooipdd. 


lAbd  her  Ikrre  Awwr  a  dwarfe  did  lag, 

&K  lane  aeemd,  ift  Miiig  erar  ka^ 

<h  wricd  vith  bearing  of  her  hag 

Of  awdmgnla  at  hie  bafte.    Thus  ai  tii^  pait» 

Bbdy  withciiiadaiwaainddBinaoyeroMlfc 

Jalaa^y  lova  aa  hidaooi  itonne  qf  nine 

■i  foare  into  Ub  lenyoM  hq(  io  ftil^ 

Ikt  ercrie  wi^it  to  ihroird  st  did  eoQitain  I 

Jaitibii  fcif  ffffBpift  tfkif  tft  dhfond  fhwnicilfiii  wmro  fiin 


to  aada  aome  eovert  mgh  at  handy 
e  grow  not  finr  awi^  fSej  apida* 
Ikt  pnaiat  ajde  tiie  tempeit  to  witfaitand  I 
^hve  loAie  tma-ydad  with  eommeea  pride 
■i  ivnd  io  hraid.  that  heaTvoi  lifl^  did  ludflk 
lit  pencdUe  with  power  of  anystarr; 
iaj  all  vithin  wen  pathee  and  elleieB  wide. 
^sL  f<A>t inic  wome  and  leading  inward  fair: 
Fi3«  kirboor  that  them  aeema ;  so  in  thej  entrod  ar. 

tad  foonh  they  paaw,  with  pleasure  forward  led, 
Iniac  to  heare  the  birdea  sweete  harmony, 
Wtija  therein  ahrouded  from  tiie  tempest  dred, 
^e«oi  in  their  aong  to  soome  the  orueil  sky. 
M^dk  can  the^  praue  the  trees  so  straight  and  hy. 
Tie  nyling  pine:  the  oedar  pixmd  and  tall ; 
TW  Tia^propp  eune ;  the  poplar  nerer  dry ; 
TSt  boildtfT  oake,  aole  king  or  forrests  all; 
Tst  aipine  good  lor  stares ;  the  qrpresse  fonerall; 

1W  lanrelL  meed  of  mightie  coDqueroars 
A^  {^i(*u  sage ;  the  firre  that  weepeth  still; 
T>  v^low,  wome  of  foriome  paramoors ; 
T^  leosHi.  obedient  to  the  benders  will ; 
IVe  bmrh  for  shaftea ;  the  sallow  for  the  mill ; 
T^  Eurrhe  aweeCe-bleeding  in  the  bitter  wound ; 
I^  variike  beech ;  the  aah  for  Dotbing  ill; 
TW  fniifiai  o^riv/  mad  tbephtane  round  ; 

*/ ih^nt^phseldina  inward  aoand. 
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Led  with  delifrbt,  th^  tliuB  begnile  the  way,  10 

UntDl  the  bliuflring  storme  is  overblowne ; 
When,  weening  to  retumc.  whence  they  did  stray. 
They  cannot  iinde  that  p«ith,  which  first  was  showoe, 
But  wander  too  and  fro  in  waies  uuknowne. 
Furthest  from  end  then,  when  they  neerest  weene. 
That  makes  them  doubt  their  wits  be  not  their  owne ; 
So  many  paths,  so  many  turnings  scene, 
That  which  of  them  to  take  in  diTerse  doubt  they  be^. 

At  ]ast  resolving  forfrard  still  to  fare,  11 

Till  that  some  end  they  finde,  or  in  or  out, 

That  patli  tliey  take,  that  beaten  seemd  most  bare. 

And  hke  to  lead  the  lab>Tinth  about ; 

Which  when  by  tract  they  hunted  had  throughout, 

At  lengtli  it  brought  them  to  a  hollowecaye 

Amid  the  thickest  woods.    The  champion  stout 

Eflsoones  dismounted  from  his  courser  brave. 

And  to  the  dwarfe  awhile  his  needlesse  spero  he  gave. 
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**  Be  well  aware,"  (juotli  then  that  ladie  milde, 

**  Least  suddaine  miachiefc  ye  too  rash  prc^voke  : 

The  danger  hid.  the  place  unknowno  and  wilde. 

Breedes  dreadfull  doubts :  oft  fire  is  without  smoke, 

Andperill  without  show ;  therefore  your  stroke. 

Sir  Knight,  with-hold,  till  further  trvall  made." 

"Ah,  Ladie."  sayd  he,  "shame  were  to  revoke 

The  forward  footincr  for  an  hidden  shade : 

Vertue  gives  her  selfe  light  through  darknesse  for  to  wade." 

"  Yea,  but^"  quoth  she,  "  the  perill  of  this  place  L^ 

I  better  wot  then  you :  Thoiijih  nowe  too  late 

To  wish  you  backe  retunie  with  foule  disjirace. 

Yet  wisedome  wames.  whilest  foot  is  in  the  gate. 

To  stay  the  steppe,  ere  forced  to  retrate. 

This  is  the  Wandring  AVood,  this  Errours  Den, 

A  monster  vile,  whom  God  and  man  does  hate  : 

llierefore  I  read  beware."    *'  Fly.  fly,"  quoth  then 

The  fearefull  dwarfe ;  "  this  is  no  place  tor  living  men." 

But,  full  of  fire  and  greedy  hardiment,  14 

The  youthfull  knight  could  not  for  ought  be  staidc; 

But  forth  imto  the  darksome  hole  he  went. 

And  looked  in:  his  ^listrincr  armor  made 

A  htle  glooming  liuht,  niueh  like  a  shade; 

Bv  which  he  saw  the  ugly  monster  plaine, 

!Balfe  like  a  serpent  horribly  displaide, 

Bvt  th*  other  haUe  did  womans  «.hape  tetaitve. 

Mast  lotbaom,  £ithie,  foule.  and  fuu  o£  \i\e  djk&&aciii<(^. 
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And,  M  dhe  lay  upon  the  dmtie  ground,  15 

Her  huge  long  taue  her  den  all  overapred. 

Yet  waa  in  knots  and  n»ny  boughtea  upwoond. 

Pointed  with  morCall  atinff :  of  her  there  bred 

A  thonaand  yong  onea,  wnich  ahe  dajly  fed* 

Sowing  upon  herpoianooa  duga ;  each  one 

Of  aunorie  ahapea,  yet  all  ill-&Tcired: 

Soone  aa  that  nnoouth  lig^t  upon  them  ahone, 

Into  her  month  thoy  erept»  and  aoddain  all  were  gone. 

Dieirdamnpatartoiitof  herdenefEndde,  16 

And  mahed  forth,  hailing  her  hideona  taile 

Aboot her  cnraed head;  whoae  fidda  diaplaid 

Were  atretcht  now  forth  at  len^  without  entraile. 

She  lo(^  ab9at»  and  aeing  one  m  mayle, 

Aimed  to  pointy  aooght  muske  to  tome  againe ; 

For  Ug^t  ahe  hated  aa  the  deadly  hal«, 

Ay  wont  in  deaert  daitnea  to  remaine. 

Where  phun  none  might  her  aee^  nor  ahe  aee  any  plaino. 

Whidi  when  the  valiant  Elfe  peroeiT'd,  he  lept  17 

Aa  Ifon  fierce  npon  the  firing  pray, 

And  with  hia  tienchand  blade  her  boldly  kept 

From  turning  back&  and  forced  hm  to  atay : 

Therewith  enrag'd  ahe  loodlr  gan  to  bray, 

And  taming  fime  her  a^eciued  taile  advaonat, 

Threatning her  angrie  atm^,  him  to  dismay; 

Who,  nooght  aghast,  his  mightie  hand  enliaanst; 

The  stroke  down  from  her  head  unto  her  shoulder  glaunst. 

Much  daunted  with  that  dint  her  sence  was  dazd ;  IS 

Tet  kindling  rage  her  selfe  she  gathered  round. 

And  all  attonce  her  beastly  bodie  raiad 

With  doubled  forces  high  above  the  ground : 

Tho,  wrapping  up  her  wretlied  sieme  arownd. 

Lent  fierce  upon  nis  shield,  and  her  huge  traine 

All  suddenly  about  his  body  wound. 

That  hand  or  foot  to  stirr  he  strove  in  vaine. 

God  helpe  the  man  ao  wrapt  in  Erroura  endlesse  traine ! 

Hia  lady,  sad  to  aee  his  sore  oonstnunt,  19 

Cride  out,  "  Now,  now.  Sir  Knight,  shew  what  ye  bee ; 
Add  faith  unto  your  force,  and  be  not  faint ; 
Strangle  her,  els  she  sure  will  strangle  Uiee." 
That  when  he  heard,  in  great  perplexitie. 
His  gall  did  grate  for  gnefe  and  higdi  disdaine ; 
And,  knitting  all  his  torce^  got  onenand  ftee, 
Whetvwitb  he  girpt  her  gorge  with  BO  gieeX  paine, 
7a*/ jooor  A>  iooae  AfiT  iradrod  hani  da  her  conatrai^ 
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Therewith  ahe  spewd  oat  of  her  filtliie  maw 

A  floud  of  poyson  horrible  and  blacke, 

Full  of  great  lumps  of  flesh  and  fcobbets  raw. 

Which  stunk  so  vildly,  that  it  forst  him  slacke 

His  graspinff  hold,  and  from  her  tome  him  backo: 

Her  Yomit  full  of  bookes  and  papers  was, 

With  loathly  frog  and  toades,  which  eyes  did  lacke. 

And  creeping  sought  waf  in  the  weedy  gras : 

Her  filthie  parbroike  fU  the  place  denied  has. 

As  when  old  father  jnQub  sins  to  swell 

With  timely  pride  above  we  Aegyptian  Tale, 

His  fattie  waves  doe  fertile  slime  outwell. 

And  overflow  each  plaine  and  lowly  dale : 

But,  when  his  later  spring  gins  to  avale. 

Huge  hcapes  of  muda  he  leaves,  wherin  there  breed 

Ten  thouisand  kindes  of  creatures,  partly  male 

And  partly  femall,  of  his  fruitful  seed; 

Such  ugly  monstrous  shapes  elswhere  may  no  man  reed. 

The  same  so  sore  annoyed  has  the  knight, 

That,  wel-ni^h  choked  with  the  deadly  stinke, 

His  forces  fsule,  ne  can  no  lenger  fight. 

Whose  COT  age  when  the  feend  perceivd  to  shrinke. 

She  pocu^  forth  out  of  her  hellish  sinke 

Her  fruitfull  cursed  spawne  of  serpents  small, 

fDeformcd  monsters,  fowle,  and  blackc  as  inke.) 

Which  swarming  all  about  his  legs  did  craU, 

And  him  encombred  sore,  but  could  not  hurt  at  alL 

As  gentle  shepheard  in  sweete  eventide, 
WTien  ruddy  Phebus  gins  to  welke  in  west. 
High  on  an  hill,  his  flocke  to  vewen  wide, 
Markes  which  doe  byte  their  hasty  supper  best, 
A  cloud  of  cumbrous  gnattes  doe  him  molest, 
All  striving  to  inflxe  tbeir  feeble  stinges, 
That  from  their  no.yance  he  no  where  can  rest ; 
But  with  his  clownish  hands  their  tender  wings 
He  brusheth  oft,  and  oft  doth  mar  their  murmuriugs. 

Thus  ill  bestedd,  and  fearefull  more  of  shamo 

Then  of  the  certeine  perill  he  stood  in, 

Halfo  furious  unto  his  foe  he  came, 

Besolvd  in  minde  all  suddenly  to  win. 

Or  soone  to  lose,  before  he  once  would  lin ; 

And  stroke  at  her  with  more  then  manly  force, 

That  hx>jn  her  body,  full  of  filthie  sin, 
-He  ra/h  her  iiatefull  heade  without  Temoroe  *. 
A  Btreame  of  ooie-bladc  blood  fortk  gui^(A  ^mVex  \ 
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Her  loattred  brood,  soone  as  tlieir  parent  deaie  25 

They  saw  so  rudely  falling  to  the  gfroand, 
Gronine  full  deadly  all  with  troubloua  feare 
Grathrcd  themselTea  about  her  body  round, 
,  Weening  their  wonted  entrance  to  hare  found 

I  At  her  wide  mouth ;  but,  being  there  withstood, 
Ther  flocked  all  about  her  bleeding  wound,      y 
And  sucked  up  their  dyintf  mothers  bloud ;     < 
Making  her  death  their  life,  and  eke  her  hurt  their  good.^ 

rhat  detestable  sight  him  much  amaadt^  23 

To  see  th'  unkindly  impes,  of  heaven  accurst, 

Deroure  their  dam;  on  whom  while  so  he  gazd, 

HaTinff  all  satisfide  their  bloudy  thurst, 

Their  bellies  swolne  ho  saw  with  fulnesse  burst,  j 

And  bowels  giishing  forth :  well  worthy  end       ' 

Of  such,  as  orunkeher  life,  the  which  them  nurati 

Now  noedeth  him  no  lenger  hibour  s^nd,  [conicni^. 

His  foes  have  slaine  tl^mselyes,  with  whom  ho  should 

His  ladv  seeing  all,  that  channst,  from  farre,  2/ 

Approcnt  in  ha8t  to  greet  his  victorie ; 

And  saide,  '*  Faire  kninht,  borDe  under  happio  starrc, 

Who  see  your  vanquisht  foes  before  you  lye ; 

Well  worthie  be  you  of  that  armory, 

Wherein  ye  have  great  glory  wonne  this  day, 

And  proov'd  your  strength  on  a  strong  enimie; 

Your  first  adventure :  many  such  I  pray, 

And  henceforth  ever  wish  that  like  succeed  it  may  V 

Then  mounted  he  upon  his  stcede  againe,  23 

And  with  the  lady  backward  sought  to  wend: 

Tliat  path  he  kept,  which  beaten  w;is  most  plaino, 

Ne  ever  would  to  auy  by-way  bend ; 

But  still  did  follow  one  unto  the  end, 

The  which  at  last  out  of  the  wood  them  brought. 

So  forward  on  his  way  (with  God  to  frond) 

lie  passed  forth,  and  new  adventure  sou;;ht : 

Long  way  ho  traveiled,  before  he  heard  of  ought. 

At  lenp;th  they  chaunst  to  meet  upon  the  way  20 

An  a^ed  sire,  in  long  blackc  woedes  yclad, 
His  fecte  all  bare,  his  bc>anl  all  honrie  gray. 
And  by  his  belt  his  b  x>ke  he  hanging  liad ; 
Sober  no  seemde,  and  very  sagely  sad; 
And  to  the  ground  his  eyes  were  lowly  bent. 
Simple  in  shew,  and  volile  of  malice  bad ; 
And  aU  the  war  ho  prayed,  ns  he  went, 
Ando/ien  kaockt  hu  brest,  aa  oae  that  did  repent. 


8  THX  FAXmiS  QUXXVX. 

He  faire  the  knight  saluted,  loating  low, 

Who  faire  him  quited,  as  that  courteous  was ; 

And  after  askca  him,  if  he  did  know 

Of  straunge  adrentuies,  which  abroad  did  pas. 

**  Ah !  my  dear  sonne,"  quoth  he,  "  how  should,  alas ! 

Silly  old  man,  that  lives  m  hidden  cell. 

Bidding  his  beades  all  day  for  his  tresp&s. 

Tydines  of  warre  and  worldly  trouble  teU  P 

With  holy  father  sits  not  with  such  thinges  to  melL 

"  But  if  of  daunger,  which  hereby  doth  dweD, 
And  homebredd  ctiI  ye  desire  to  heare. 
Of  a  straunge  man  I  can  you  tidings  tell. 
That  wastetn  all  this  countrie  farre  and  neare." 
"  Of  such,"  saide  he,  *'  I  chiefly  doe  inquere ; 
And  shall  thee  well  rewarde  to  shew  the  place. 
In  which  that  wicked  wi^ht  his  da^es  doth  weaves 
For  to  all  knighthood  it  is  foule  disgrace. 
That  such  a  cursed  creature  hves  so  long  a  space.'* 


ft 


"  Far  hence,"  quoth  he,  "  in  wastfull  wildemesse 

His  dwelling  is,  by  which  no  living  l^-ipht 

Maj  ever  i>a8se,  but  thorough  great  distresse." 

"  ^low,*'  saide  the  ladic,  "  draweth  toward  night ; 

And  well  I  wote,  that  of  your  later  fight 

Ye  all  forwearied  be ;  for  what  so  strong. 

But,  wanting  rest,  will  also  want  of  might? 

The  sunne,  that  measures  heaven  all  day  long, 

At  night  doth  baite  his  steedes  the  ocean  waves  emong. 

"  Then  with  the  sunne  take,  sir,  your  timely  rest. 
And  with  new  day  new  worke  at  once  begin : 
Untroubled  night,  they  say,  gives  counsell  best.' 
"  Bight  well,  Sir  Knight,  ye  have  advised  bin,' 
Quoth  then  that  aged  man ;  **  the  way  to  win 
Is  wisely  to  advise.    Now  dav  is  spent : 
Therefore  with  me  ye  may  take  up  your  in 
For  this  same  night."    The  knight  was  well  content: 
So  with  that  godly  father  to  his  home  they  went. 

A  httle  lowly  hermitage  it  was, 

Downe  in  a  dale,  hard  by  a  forest  s  side. 

Far  from  resort  of  people,  that  did  pas 

In  traveill  to  and  froe :  a  little  wyde 

There  was  an  holy  ehappell  edifv'de. 

Wherein  the  hermite  dewly  wont  to  say 

His  holy  things  each  mome  and  eventyde : 

Thereby  a  cbristali  streame  did  gei\i\y  Wv, 

Wlikt  £rvm  a  Mcred  fountaine  weWed  lotUi  ^^a.^ . 
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/iimdi]iere,i]i0fitle]ioaM  they  fill  35 

■  ^e  looke  for  entertainement,  where  none  was :  / 

I  £eit  IB  their  feast,  and  aU  thingesat  their  will:  i 

/  ^noblest  mind  the  best  oontentineat  has.  / 

!   I  ^lA&indtBooursetheereningsotliejpas;  ' 

1    Jar  that  aide  mmi  of  nleaainff  wAvdas  had  store. 


Ar  that  olde  man  oi  pkaaing  wordes  had  store* 
/    Aad  well  eoold  file  his  tongue^  as  smooth  as  glas : 
i    %  told  of  aaintes  and  pogeB,  and  e^ennore 
•    Be  Btiowd  an  Are-Ma;^  after  and  before. 

m    The  droopinff  night  thus  ereepeth  on  Uiem  fast ;  3G 

■   ind  the  sad  nnmor  loading  their  ^e-liddea, 
Am  measenger  of  Morpheus,  on  them  cast 
Sweet  akMnbrin^  deaw,  tJne  which  to  alee]}  them  biddcs. 
)    ITnto  their  lodanngs  then  his  goestes  he  nddea : 
]    When  tdienaUoiownd  in  deadly  sleepe  he  findes, 
I   He  to  his  stodie  goes ;  and  there  amiddes 
>    HiamagidcboolEes,  and  artes  of  sondrie  kindest 
I    He  aeeka  oat  migjil^  charmes  to  trouble  aleepf  minds. 

nwn  choosing  out  few  words  most  horrible»  37 

I    (Let  none  them  read !)  therectf  did  Tarses  ftmmei 
With  whiblu  and  other  spelles  like  terrible,  - 
He  bad  awake  Uadce  Phitoes  grieslj  dame  t 
And  eorsed  Heren ;  and  spake  reprochf ol  shame 
Of  highest  God,  the  Lord  of  life  and  light 
A  bold  bad  man  I  that  dar'd  to  call  by  name , 
Great  Gorgon,  prince  of  darknes  and  dead  night : 
At  which  Coc^tos  quakes,  and  Styx  is  pat  to  flight. 

And  forth  he  cald  out  of  deepe  darknes  dredd  33 

Legions  of  sprighte,  the  which,  like  litle  ^iyes, 

Fluttring  about  his  eyer-damned  hedd, 

Awaite  whereto  their  service  he  applies. 

To  aide  his  inendes,  or  fray  his  emmies : 

Of  those  he  chose  out  two,  the  falsest  twoo^ 

And  fittest  for  to  forge  true-seeming  lyes ; 

The  one  of  them  he  mve  a  message  too. 

The  other  by  himselte  staide  other  worke  to  doo. 

He,  making  speedy  wav  through  spersed  ayrc,  St9 

And  throDgh  the  world  of  waters  wide  and  dcepe, 

To  Morpheus  house  doth  hastily  repaire. 

Amid  the  bowels  of  the  earth  full  steepe. 

And  low.  where  dawning  day  doth  never  peepe, 

His  dwelling  is ;  there  Tethys  his  wet  bed 

Doth  ever  wash,  and  Cynthia  still  doth  steepe 

In  silver  deaw  his  ereT'drouping  bed, 

Whilet  tad  Xfk^  crerJiim  her  mantle  black  dotik  apTed; 


10  THI  FABBIB  QUBBHl. 

Whose  double  gates  he  findeth  locked  fast ; 

The  ono  faire  fram'd  of  bumisht  yvoiy, 

The  otlier  all  with  silver  orercast ; 

And  wakefiil  dogcfes  before  them  farre  doe  lye, 

Watching  to  banish  Care  their  enimy, 

Who  oft  19  wont  to  trouble  gentle  Sleepe. 

By  them  the  sprite  doth  passe  in  quietly, 

And  unto  Morpheus  comes,  whom  drowned  deepe 

In  drowsie  fit  he  findes ;  of  nothing  he  takes  keepe. 

And,  more,  to  lulle  him  in  his  slumber  soft, 

A  tricklinff  streame  from  hig^  rock  tumbling  downe. 

And  ever-drizling  nine  upion  the  lofl, 

Mixt  with  a  murmuring  winde,  much  like  the  sowne 

Of  swarming  bees,  did  cast  him  in  a  swowne. 

No  other  noyse,  nor  peoples  troublous  ciyes, 

As  still  are  wont  t*  annoy  the  walled  towne. 

Might  there  be  heard :  but  carelesse  Quiet  lyes 

Wrapt  in  etemaU  silence  farre  from  enimyes. 

The  messenger  approching  to  him  spake ; 

But  his  waste  wordes  rctoumd  to  him  in  vaine : 

So  sound  he  slept,  that  nought  mought  him  awake. 

Then  rudely  he  him  thrust,  and  pusht  with  paine, 

Whereat  he  gan  to  stretch:  but  ne  againe 

Shooke  him  so  hard,  that  forced  him  to  speake. 

As  one  then  in  a  dreaine,  whose  dryer  braine 

Is  tost  with  troubled  sights  and  fancies  weake. 

He  mumbled  soft,  but  would  not  all  his  silence  breake. 

The  sprite  then  gan  more  boldly  him  to  wake, 

And  threat ned  unto  him  the  dreaded  name 

Of  Hecate :  whereat  he  ^n  to  quake. 

And,  lifting  up  his  lompish  head,  with  blame 

Ilalfe  angne  asked  him,  for  what  he  came, 

"  Hether,"  quoth  he,  "  me  Archimago  sent, 

He  that  the  stubbome  sprites  can  wisely  tame. 

He  bids  thee  to  him  send  for  his  intent 

A  fit  false  Dreame,  that  can  delude  the  sleepers  sent.*' 

The  god  obayde ;  and,  calling  forth  straight  way 
A  cUverse  dreame  out  of  his  prison  darke, 
Dehvered  it  to  him,  and  downe  did  lay 
His  heavie  head,  devoide  of  careful  carke ; 
Whose  sences  aU  were  straight  benumbd  and  starke. 
He,  backe  returning  by  the  yvorie  dore, 
Eemounted  un  as  light  as  chearefuU  larke ; 
And  on  his  htle  winges  the  Dreame  he  boro 
Id  hast  unto  hia  lord,  where  he  \i\m  \e^  «£oi^« 
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V&o  all  thiB  while,  with  charmcs  and  hidden  artes,  45 

Had  made  a  lady  of  that  other  spright, 

^d  fram'd  of  liquid  ayre  her  tender  partes, 

So  IjVely,  and  so  like  in  all  mens  sight, 

i^At  weaker  sencc  it  could  have  ravisht  quight : 
^  makers  selfe,  for  all  his  wondrous  witt, 

nu  ni^h  befruilcd  with  so  ffoodly  sight. 
Her  all  in  white  he  clad,  and  over  it 
Cast  a  black  stole,  most  like  to  seeme  for  Una  fit. 

Now  when  that  ydle  Dreame  was  to  him  brought,  4G 

Unto  that  elfin  knight  he  bad  him  fly, 

Where  he  slept  soundly  void  of  evil  thought, 

And  with  false  she wes  abuse  his  fantasy ; 

In  sort  as  he  him  schooled  priYil;^. 

And  that  new  creature,  borne  without  her  due, 

Full  of  the  makers  guile,  with  usage  sly 

He  taught  to  imitate  that  lady  trew, 

Wliose  semblance  she  did  carric  under  feigned  hew. 

Thus,  well  instructed,  to  their  worke  they  haste ;  47 

And,  comming  where  the  knight  in  slombcr  lay, 

The  one  upon  his  hardio  head  him  plaste, 

And  made  him  dreame  of  loves  ana  lustfuU  play ; 

That  niji^h  his  manly  hart  did  melt  away, 

Dathed  in  wanton  blis  and  wicked  ioj' : 

Then  acomed  him  his  lady  by  him  lay. 

And  to  him  playnd.  how  that  false  winged  boy 

Her  chaste  hart  had  subdewd  to  Icame  dame  Pleasures  to}'. 

And  she^  her  selfe,  of  beaut  ic  soveraignc  qucene,  4S 

Fa\Te  Venus,  seemde  unto  his  bed  to  brini; 

Her,  whom  he,  waking,  evcnnorc  did  werno 

To  Ix'c  the  chastest  flowre  that  aye  did  spring 

On  earthly  braunch,  the  danjrht^T  of  a  king, 

Now  a  loose  leman  to  vile  sen'icc  bound  : 

And  eke  the  Graces  seemed  all  to  sing. 

JItjnten  Id  Hymen,  dauncing  all  around  ; 

A\  oylst  freshest  Flora  her  with  yvie  girlond  crownd. 

In  this  great  passion  of  unwonted  lust,  49 

Or  wonted  feare  of  doing  ought  amis. 

He  starteth  ud,  as  seeming  to  mistrust 

8ome  secret  ill,  or  hidden  foe  of  his : 

Lo,  there  before  his  face  his  ladie  is. 

Under  blacke  stole  hydinjr  her  bay  ted  hooko ; 

And  as  halfe  blushing  ofl'red  him  to  kia, 

"With  gentle  hhndiflhmrnt  and  lovely  Jooke. 

uJ/i^i  //Ire  that  virgin  true,  wliich  for  her  knight  him  Wok. 
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All  clcano  dismayd  to  Boe  bo  ^ooatli  sigfat^ 
And  halfe  enraged  at  her  shamekafle  gaue. 
He  thought  liave  slaine  her  in  his  fieroe  deq^ig^ 
But,  ha8tie  beat  tempriiig  with  sofferanoe  wise. 
He  stayde  his  hand ;  and  gaa  himselfe  adriae 
To  prove  his  sense,  and  tempt  her  fiugned  trath. 
Wringing  her  hands,  in  wcmens  pitteooa  wiae^ 
Tho  can  she  weepc,  to  stirre  up  gentle  rath 
Both  for  her  noble  blood,  and  for  her  tender  youth. 

And  sayd,  "  Ah.  sir,  mr  liege  lord,  and  my  lore^  I 

Shall  I  accuse  the  hidden  cmell  fiite, 

And  mightie  causes  wrought  in  heaven  abore, 

Or  the  blind  god,  that  doth  me  thus  amate. 

For  hoped  love  to  winne  me  certaine  hateP 

Yet  thus  perforce  he  bids  me  do,  or  die. 

Die  is  my  dow ;  yet  rew  my  ?rretched  state. 

You,  whom  my  nard  ayencing  destinie 

Hath  made  iudge  of  my  life  or  death  indifferently: 

"  Your  owne  deare  sake  forst  me  at  first  to  leare  I 

My  fathers  kingdom"— there  she  stopt  with  teares; 

Her  swollen  hart  her  speech  seemd  to  bereave. 

And  then  againe  begun ;  "  My  weaker  yeares, 

Captiv'd  to  fortune  and  frayle  worldly  feares. 

Fly  to  your  fayth  for  succour  and  sure  ayde : 

Let  me  not  die  in  languor  and  long  teares." 

"  Why,  dame,"  quoth  he,  "  what  hath  ye  thus  dismay'd? 

What  frayes  ye,  that  were  wont  to  coxnfort  me  aflrayd?" 

"  Love  of  yourselfe,"  she  saide,  "  and  deare  constraint^    I 
Lets  me  not  sleepe,  but  waste  the  wearie  night 
In  secret  ani^ish  and  unpittied  plaint, 
WTiiles  you  iu  carelesse  sleepe  are  drowned  quighi." 
Her  doubtfull  words  made  that  redoubted  knight 
.  Suspect  her  truth ;  jret  since  no'  untruth  he  knew, 
'  Her  fawning  love  with  foule  disdainefull  spight 
He  would  not  she;id ;  but  said,  '*  Deare  dame,  I 
That  for  my  sake  uuknowne  such  griefe  unto  you 


"  Assure  your  selfe,  it  fell  not  all  to  ground ;  I 

For  all  so  deare,  as  life  is  to  my  hart, 
I  deeme  .your  love,  and  hold  me  to  you  bound : 
Ne  let  vaine  fears  procure  your  needlesse  smarts 
Where  cause  is  none ;  but  to  your  rest  depart." 
Not  all  content,  yet  seemd  she  to  appease 
Hermoumefull  plaintes.  beguiled  of  her  art. 
And  fed  with  words,  tluit  co\i\d  not  eViotteWt'j^fBiaibx 
So,  alyding  soAly  forth,  ahe  tumd  aa  Vo  V^et 
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it  8«^DlIe  dajne  lo  light, 

.  _  to  »h«l  hia  blood. 

dl  *«wiBW  of  famipr  Ji$lit 

1Mb  Hla^c  hi*  irknome  spright, 

Una  pKW*  iptu  rmhlj  tj»»e  lii>  braine 

ma.  and  bedt,  uid  lailica  deikK  il«liglit : 

t  ht  ia«  bi*  labour  all  wu  vudp,  i 


f  barthcme  wagoDer  had  let 
Ud  tome  belund  the  ste<Uaet  atarre 
m  oorsD  wares  ret  never  iret, 
V  fist,  and  aendeth  light  from  fairo 
ia  the  wide  deepe  wandring  aire ; 
e^all  cbanntic^re  with  hii  uote  ahrill 
d  once,  that  Pboebn*  Sery  carre 
■  climbiog  up  tiie  castfme  hill, 
Hthat  Nighlio  long  lu«roome  did  fill: 


d  meurogCT*  of  hell, 

is^  Dresmc.  and  that  fatre-forgcd  iprigkt, 
■or  wicked  maiitrr.  and  gtia  tell 
tint  paian.  and  ill-Buccoeding  night : 
1  nee  to  lee  his  skilful!  mieht 
K  Iran  tfatvaten  hellish  painc 
Toaerpiim  wrath,  them  to  airriglit. 
im  law  liii  threatninf  was  hut  vaine, 
out.  and  aeaicht  hia  baleful  bokes  agaioo. 

W  looke  that  miacreated  Faire, 
■lae  oihrr  aprighc,  on  whom  he  apred 
body  o(  the  anhtile  aire, 
ukf  aquiic  in  Iovr«  and  lustybcd 
•  d*M  that  cTer  loose);  lea, 
nard  of  anoM  and  dreaded  fight ; 
■  betooke.  and  in  a  »ecTet«  bed, 
ilh  darkene*  and  misdeeming  nifht, 
^•—'-■J  '0 iox ia  raiae  delight. 
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Forthwith  he  ronnes  with  feigned-faithfiill  hast  j 

Unto  his  ^cst,  who,  after  troubloiu  sights  I 

And  dreames,  ffan  now  to  take  more  sound  repast ;       j 
Whom  suddenly  he  wakes  with  fearful  frights,  '^ 

As  one  aghast  with  feends  or  damned  sprights, 
A.nd  to  hmi  calls ;  '*  Bisc,  rise,  unhappy  swaine, 
/  That  here  wcx  old  in  aleepe,  whiles  wicked  wights 
\  Have  knit  themselves  in  Venus  shameful  chaine : 
Come,  see  where  your  false  lady  doth  hat  honor  stainc 

All  in  a  maze  he  suddenly  \xp  start 

AVith  sword  in  hand,  and  with  the  old  man  went; 

Who  soone  liim  brought  into  a  secret  part, 

Where  that  false  couple  were  full  closely  ment 

In  wanton  lust  and  leud  embraccment : 

Which  when  he  saw,  he  burnt  with  gealous  fire ; 

The  eic  of  reason  was  with  rape  y blent ; 

And  would  have  slaine  them  in  his  furious  ire. 

But  hardly  was  restreined  of  that  aged  sire. 

Eetouming  to  his  bed  in  torment  great. 

And  bitter  an;ruish  of  his  guilty  sight. 

He  could  not  rest ;  but  did  his  stout  heart  eat, 

And  wast  his  inward  gall  with  deepo  despi);ht, 

Yrkesome  of  life,  and  too  long  lingring  night. 

At  last  faire  Hesperus  in  highest  skie 

Had  spent  his  lampe.  and  brought  forth  dawning  light ; 

Then  up  he  rose,  and  clad  him  hastily ; 

The  dwarfe  him  brought  his  steed :  so  both  away  do  fiy. 

Now  when  the  rosy-fingered  Mominin:  faire,  - . 
Weary  of  aged^ynones  saiiron  oea, 
Had  spread  her  purple  robe  through  deawy  aire; 
And  the  high  liils  Titan  discovered ; 
The  royaU  virgin  shooke  off  drousyhed : 
.  And,  rising  forth  out  of  her  baser  bowre, 
Lookt  for  her  knight,  who  far  away  was  fled. 
And  for  her  dwarfe,  that  wont  to  waite  each  liowre : — 
Then  gan  she  wail  and  weepe  to  see  that  woeful  stowre. 

And  after  him  sbe  rode  with  so  much  specde, 
As  her  slowe  'Beast  could  make ;  but  all  in  vaine : 
For  him  so  far  had  borne  his  light-foot  steede. 
Pricked  with  wrath  and  fier\'  fierce  disdaine, 
That  him  to  follow  was  but  fruitlesse  paine : 
Yet  she  her  weary  hmbcs  would  never  rest ; 
But  every  hil  and  dale,  each  wood  and  plaine. 
Did  Bcarch,  sore  grieved  in  hex  aontU  bT<»i, 
Me  BO  xmgenUy  lefl  her,  whom  She  \o\e^\>^V>. 


t 
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mke  vbIo  W  further  mdatU  ; 
as  the  hiifuiff  nuike^ 
InvUMfia  most  pleMim  take. 


UmMUe  how  to  diigiiite; 
m  Bigiit J  MMDoe  he  eould  tike 
'  fbrmea  aanBSpes  in  seeming  wiie» 
FMene  to  himeelfe  ecnddiiiake: 
ge  fowie,  lOMetiine  >  fieh  in  lak», 
» e  loKe*  no«r  like  ft  dngon  fellj 
ueeire  he  oAe  Ibr  feere  would  qoake^ 
vould  fiie  mwwj,    O  who  can  teU 
icB  povR  of  heriMi,  end  ndgbtof  magiek  spell! 

tMDde  best  the  person  to  put  on 
tckmI  knight,  his  late  beguiled  guest : — 
J  armes  he  was  yclad  anon« 
fr  shield :  upon  his  coward  brest 
'  croive.  and  on  his  crayen  crest 
b  of  heares  diacolourd  dirersly. 
rkniirht  heseemde,  andwel  addrest; 
"D  be  Mite  uppon  his  courser  free, 
orge  himselle  ye  would  have  deemed  him  to  be. 

he  knight,  whose  semblauni  he  did  beare, 
Sftibt  George,  was  wandred  fa^^  away, 
ig  from  Lis  thoQ^fs  and^gealous  feare: 
■  iLii^  guide,  and  griefe  led  liim  astray. 
nn  r-baunst  to  meete  upon  the  way 
>arazin.  all  annde  to  point. 

i*liii'id  wM  writ  witli  letters  pay 
;  fuli  lanre  of  liml)e  and  every  ioint 
and  cared  not  for  God  or  man  a  point. 

a  faire  companion  of  his  way, 

'  lady  <'l.id  m  scarlot  red, 

ritii  e*f\<\  and  pearle  of  rich  assay ; 

&  lVr-«ian  mitre  on  her  bed 
r*\  witii  mwns  and  owcbc^s  garnished, 
=  b  b*  r  lavia.h  lovers  to  her  gave : 
:t.;.n  palfrev  all  was  overspred 
ia<il  trappings,  woven  like  a  ware, 
todi^  roi^  with  golden  bela  and  boaaes  brare* 
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With  faire  disport,  and  courting  dalliaanoe» 

She  intertainoe  her  lover  all  the  way : 

But  when  she  saw  the  knight  his  speare  adyaunoe* 

Shee  soone  lef*  off  h^  mirth  and  wanton  plaj. 

And  bad  her  knight  addresso  him  to  the  fray ; 

His  foe  was  ni^K  at  hand.    He,  prickte  with  pride. 

And  hope  to  wmne  his  hidies  hearte  that  day. 

Forth  spurred  fast ;  adowne  his  coursers  side 

The  red  bloud  trickling  staind  the  way,  as  he  did  ride. 

The  knight  of  the  Bedcrosse,  when  him  he  spide 

Spurring  so  hote  with  rage  dispiteous, 

Gan  faircly  couch  his  speare,  and  towards  ride : 

Soone  meete  they  both,  both  fell  and  furious. 

That,  daunted  with  their  forces  hideous. 

Their  steeds  doe  stagger,  and  amazed  stand ; 

And  eke  thcmselyes,  too  rudely  rigorous, 

Astonied  with  the  stroke  of  their  owne  hand, 

Doe  backe  rebutte,  and  each  to  other  yealdeth  land. 


-» 


/^As  when  two  rams,  stird  with  ambitious  prid 
(    Fight  for  the  rule  of  the  rich-fleoced  flock e, 
\  Their  homed  fronts  so  fierce  on  either  side 
J  Doe  meete,  that,  with  the  terror  of  the  shocke 
^^  Astonied,  botli  stand  sencelesse  as  a  blocke, 
I  Forgctfull  of  the  hanging  victory: 
(  So  stood  these  twaine,  unmoved  as  a  rocke, 
'  Both  staring  fierce,  and  holding  idely 
l^  The  broken  reliques  of  their  former  cruelty. 

The  Sarazin,  sore  daunted  with  the  bufle, 

Snatcheth  his  sword,  and  fiercely  to  him  flies ; 

Who  well  it  wards,  and  quytcth  cuff*  with  cuff: 

Each  others  equall  puissaunce  envies. 

And  through  their  iron  sides  with  cruell  spies 

Does  seeke  to  perce ;  repining  courage  yields 

No  foote  to  foe :  the  flashing  fier  flies, 

As  from  a  forge,  out  of  their  burning  shields ; 

And  streams  of  purple  bloud  new  die  the  verdant  field 

"  Curse  on  that  crosse,"  quoth  then  the  Sarazin, 
"  That  keeps  thy  body  from  the  bitter  fitt ; 
Dead  long  ygoe,  I  wote,  thou  haddest  bin. 
Had  not  that  charme  from  thee  forwamed  itt : 
But  yet  I T^  ame  thee  now  assured  sitt. 
And  hide  thy  head."    Therewith  upon  his  crest 
With  rigor  so  outrageous  he  smitt, 
Tliat  a  large  share  it  hewd  out  oi  tW  Te»\^ 
And  glAnnmng  down  hiA  B\de\dfrom.\]t\anift\]caii^»^^ 
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diflrost  wondTOOf  wroth,  the  nieepiiig  spark  19 

ire  Tertue  gan  eftsoones  reyire ; 

t  his  haughtr  heknet  making  mark, 

rely  stroke,  that  it  the  Steele  did  rire, 

eft  his  head :  he,  tambling  downe  alive, 

bk>ady  month  his  mother  earth  did  kis, 

ng  his  ffrave :  his  grad^nfi^  ghost  did  striTe 

&  fraue  flesh ;  at  last  it  flitted  is. 

ynr  the  sooles  doe  flj  of  men,  that  liye  amis. 

dy,  when  she  saw  her  champion  fSdl^  20 

he  old  mines  of  a  broken  towre, 

not  to  waile  his  woefull  fnncrall ;    ^ 

om  him  fled  away  with  all  her  powze  i 

ifter  her  as  hastily  gan  scowre, 

ig  the  dwarfe  with  him  to  bring  away 

arasins  shield,  signe  of  the  conqueroore: 

xme  he  orertooke,  and  bad  to  stay ; 

■esent  cause  was  none  of  dread  her  to  dismay. 

nming  backe,  with  raefull  conntenauno  21 

*'  Mercy,  mercy,  sir,  Touchsafe  to  show 
ly  dame,  subiect  to  hard  mischaunce, 
>  your  mighty  will."    Her  hnmblesse  low 
ritch  weedes,  and  seeming  glorious  show, 
luch  emmove  his  stout  heroicke  heart ; 
lid,  "  Deare  dame,  your  suddein  overthrow 
rueth  me ;  but  now  put  feare  apart, 
el,  both  who  ye  be,  and  who  that  tooke  your  part." 

ig  in  teares,  then  gan  shee  thus  lament :  22 

wrvtched  woman^whom  unhappy  howre 
now  made  thrall  to  your  commaudemont, 
i  that  an^y  heavens  list  to  lowre, 
3rtune  false  betraide  me  to  your  powre, 
(O  what  now  availeth  that  I  was !) 
the  sole  daughter  of  an  emperour ; 
at  the  wide  west  under  his  rule  has, 
igh  hath  set  his  throne  where  Tiberis  doth  pas. 

in  the  first  flowre  of  my  freshest  age,  23 

thed  me  unto  the  onely  haire 

nost  mighty  king,  most  rich  and  sage ; 

lever  pnnce  so  faithfull  and  so  faire, 

lever  prince  so  meeke  and  debonaire ! 

.»re  my  hoped  day  of  spousall  shone, 

:'arest  lord  fell  from  high  honors  staire 

Jbf  hands  ofbya  accursed  fone, 

-uelJjr  waaalmne;  that  shall  1  evermonel 

c 
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"  His  blessed  bodj,  spoild  of  lively  breath,  ! 

AVas  afterward,  I  know  not  how,  conyaid. 

And  fro  mc  bid ;  of  whose  most  innocent  death 

TN'ben  tidings  canie  to  mee,  unhappy  maid« 

O,  how  great  sorrow  my  sad  soule  assaid ! 

Then  forth  I  went  his  woeful!  corse  to  find, 

And  many  yeares  throughout  the  world  I  straid* 

A  virgin  widow ;  whose  deepc- wounded  mind 

With  love  long  time  did  languish,  aa  the  atrikoi  maiL 

"  At  last  it  chaunced  this  proud  Sarazin 

To  meete  me  wandring ;  who  perforce  me  led 

With  bim  awav ;  but  yet  could  never  win 

The  fort,  that  ladies  hold  in  soveraigne  dread. 

There  lies  he  now  witli  foule  dishonor  dead, 

Wbo,  whiles  be  livde,  was  called  proud  Sansfoj, 

The  eldest  of  three  brethren ;  all  three  bred 

Of  one  bad  sire,  whose  youngest  is  Sansioy ; 

And  twixt  them  both  was  born  the  bloudy  bold  Sansloj. 


« 


In  this  sad  nligbt,  friendlesse,  unfortunate. 
Now  miserable  I  Fidessa^dwell, 
Craving  of  you,  in'pitQrof  my  state. 
To  doe  none  ill,  if  please  ye  not  doe  welL" 
He  in  great  passion  all  this  while  did  dwell, 
More  busy  ins:  his  quicke  eies,  her  face  to  view. 
Then  his  dull  eares,  to  heare  what  shee  did  tell; 
And  said,  "  Faire  lady,  hart  of  flint  would  rew 
The  undeserved  woes  and  sorrowes,  which  ye  shew. 

"  HeDceforth  in  safe  assuraunce  may  ye  rest, 

Having  both  found  a  new  friend  you  to  aid. 

And  lost  an  old  foe  that  did  you  molest : 

Better  new  friend  then  old  foe  is  said." 

With  chaun^e  of  chcar  the  seeming-simple  maid 

Let  fal  her  eien,  as  shamefast,  to  the  earth. 

And  yeelding  soft,  in  tliat  she  nought  gainsaid. 

So  forth  they  rode,  he  feining  seeniely  merth. 

And  shee  coy  lookes :  so  dainty,  they  say,  maketh  dcrt  i. 

Long  time  they  thus  together  travelled ; 
Til,  weary  of  their  way.  they  came  at  last 
Where  grew  two  goodly  trees,  that  faire  did  spred 
Their  armea  abroad,  with  gi-av  mosse  overcaste ; 
And  their  greciie  leaves,  trembling  with  everv  blast* 
Made  a  calme  shadowe  far  in  compasse  round : 
The  fearfull  shepheard,  often  there  aghast, 
lender  f  hem  never  sat,  ne  wont  iViexe  «o\md 
JBjs  mery  oat^n  pipe ;  but  eihuxid  t;K  \inl\M^k^  ^sccrasi^k 


I 
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"  Say  OD,  Fradabiq,  thai,  or  man  or  tree,"* 

Quoth  then  the  kniffht ;  "  by  whose  misdu^ooa 

Art  thou  misshaDedthus,  as  now  I  see  P 

He  ofl  finds  mea'cine  who  his  ffiiefe  imparts ; 

But  double  griefs  afflict  concealing  harts ; 

As  raging  flames  who  striyeth  to  suppresse.** 

*"  The  author  then/'  said  he,  "  of  all  my  smarts. 

Is  one  Duessa^  a  false  BwyywMMi^ 

This  many  errant  knighis  liatk  broght  to  wretchedneM 


"  In  prime  of  yoothl^  yeares,  when  oomge  hoti 
The  nre  of  love  and  loy  of  cherahree 
First  kindled  in  my  brest,  it  was  my  lott 
To  love  this  gentle  lady,  whome  ye  see 
Now  not  a  lady,  but  a  seeming  tree ; 
With  whome  as  once  I  rode  accompanyde» 
Mc  chaunced  of  a  knight  encountred  bee. 
That  had  a  like  faire  lad^v  by  his  syde ; 
lyke  a  faire  lady,  but  did  fowle  Duessa  hyde ; 

"  Whose  forged  beauty  he  did  taVe  in  hand 

All  other  dames  to  have  exceded  farre ; 

I  in  defence  of  mine  did  likewise  stand, 

Mine,  that  did  then  shine  as  the  morning  starre. 

So  both  to  batteill  fierce  arraunged  arre ; 

In  which  his  harder  fortune  was  to  fall 

Under  my  speare ;  such  is  the  dye  of  warre. 

His  ladv,  lefl  as  a  prise  martiall, 

Did  yield  her  comely  person  to  be  at  my  call. 

**  So  doubly  loT*d  of  ladies  unlike  faire, 

Th'  one  seeming  such,  the  other  such  indeede, 

One  day  in  doubt  I  cast  for  to  compare 

Whether  in  beauties  glorie  did  exceede ; 

A  rosy  girlond  was  the  victors  meede. 

Both  seemde  to  win,  and  both  seemde  won  to  bee ; 

So  hard  the  discord  was  to  be  agreede. 

"FwpliRim  was  as  faire,  as  faire  mote  bee. 

And  ever  false  Ducssa  seemde  as  faire  as  shee. 

"  The  wicked  witch,  now  seeing  all  this  while 

The  doubtfull  ballaunce  equally  to  sway. 

What  not  by  right,  she  cast  to  win  bjr  guile; 

And,  by  her  hellish  science,  rais<l  streight  waj 

A  foggy  mist  that  overcast  the  day, 

And  a  dull  blast  that  breathing  on  her  face 

Dimmed  her  former  beauties  snining  ray, 

And  with  foule  ugly  forme  d^d  her  aiftt^raee-. 

TJwn  was  she  finyre  alone,  'wbennonBii«Eiux«\n.^\i^&» 
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^  Then  eride  she  <mt, '  Fye,  fye,  deformed  wight  30 

Whone  borrowed  beautie  now  appeareth  phune 
To  have  before  bewitched  all  mens  sight : 

0  leave  her  soone,  or  let  her  soone  be  slaine !' 
Her  loathly  risage  viewing  with  disdaine, 
Eftsoones  I  thou^^ht  her  such  as  she  me  told. 
And  would  have  kild  her ;  but  with  faigned  paine 
The  false  witch  did  my  wrathfull  hand  withhold: 
So  left  her,  where  she  now  is  turned  to  tre§n  mould. 

"  Thensforth  I  tooke  Duessa  for  my  dame,  40 

And  in  the  witch  unweeting  ipyd  long  time; 
^c  ever  wist,  but  that  she  was  the  same : 
Till  on  a  day  (tliat  day  is  evcrie  prime,  ^ 
Wben  witches  wont  do  penance  for  their  crime,) 

1  channst  to  see  her  in  her  proper  hew. 
Bathing  her  selfe  in  origane  and  thyme : 
A  filthy  foule  old  woman  I  did  vew, 

That  ever  to  have  toucht  her  I  did  deadly  rew. 

"  Her  n<*atlic»r  partes  misshapen  monstnious,  41 

"Were  hidd  in  water,  that  I  could  not  see ; 

But  they  did  seeme  more  foule  and  hideoTis, 

TliL'n  womans  shape  man  would  belecve  to  bee. 

Thensforth  from  her  most  beastly  coropanie 

I  can  refraine,  in  minde  to  slipp  away, 

So<>nc  as  api>card  safe  opportunitie : 

For  danger  frreat,  if  not  assurd  decay, 

I  saw  before  mine  eyes,  if  I  were  knowne  to  stray. 

"  Tlie  divelish  hag,  by  channges  of  my  clieare,  '12 

P-n-eivM  my  thought;  and.  drownd  in  8lee[)ie  night, 

With  wicked  herbes  and  o.>*ntraents  did  besmeare 

My  body,  all  throu^rh  charmes  and  maccicke  might, 

That  all  m.v  senses  were  l^creaved  quight : 

Then  brought  she  me  into  this  desert  wa<*te, 

And  by  my  wretched  lovers  side  me  picjlit; 

^^^lere  now  enclosd  in  wooden  wal»  full  faste, 

Banisht  from  living  wights,  our  weario  daics  we  waste.'* 

"  But  how  long  time,"  said  then  the  ElfiFi  knight,  1'^ 

"Are  you  in  this  misfonned  hous  to  dwell  ?'* 

"  Wf*  ""^y  "Ot  f*liaungo/'  quoth  he,  "this  evill  plight, 

fill  we  he  batncd  in  g  living  w'cU ; 
hat  la'tiie  terme  prescnbedlnr  the  spell." 
"  O  how,"  s^yd  he,  **  mote  I  that  well  out  find, 
That  may  restore  you  toyoar  wonted  well?" 
*^Tjme  and  Buflised  fates  to  former  kynd 
S^mU  wf  rettare;  noae  else  Irom  hence  may  us  unbynd." 


THE    FIE  RIB    QDEBNI. 

B  false  DupHSa,  now  Fideaaa  liight, 
pard  how  in  vaine  n  rariubio  aifl  lament, 
<l  knt^iv  n-ell  oR  was  true.    But  tlie  ki^iI  kniKllt, 
II  of  sail  (fare  and  ^liastly  drerim^^nt. 
flieo  all  tbU  spoei'b  the  hviag  tree  had  spent, 
iehleediLi);  boiiirh  did  tliruat  into  the  grouad, 
lilt  from  the  bboJ  lie  niiirht  ba  iniiocBnt, 
lid  with  fn'sh  clay  did  close  tlie  wooden  wound ; 
Tea  turning  to  his  lady,  drad  with  feare  her  iowiwL 

r  Beemtug  dead  ho  fownd  with  feigned  feaie, 

alt  unweetinB  of  that  well  she  knew  i 
lid  paynd  hmiselfe  with  biisie  care  to  reare 
lor  out  of  carclesaBBwowQB.    Her  pyt>!ids  blev, 
kd  dimmed  siplit  with  pale  and  deadly  hew, 
I  lost  she  up  c;an  lilt;  with  trembhns  choare 
let  up  he  tookc,  (too  simple  and  too  trcw.) 
kd  oft  liiT  kist.    At  length,  all  pa.<8ed  fearc. 

'  '  I'T  on  her  aleede,  and  forward  forth  did  bean. 


•^^  «^  ^^  I"-'  Wouglii: 

^^  '^  of  Iw**'^-  "T^f  J  Vr^glit, 
'^T  '■~'^  ™9h«'  'uddemly,  / 

■^r^y-n^  «'';>?' blood 

™1  SvVll  nrinn  he  did  spy. 

"*1  oi''J"l'>  ■'  ''^'  ™"  greedily,     ' 
1^°^^  dP»onrd  her  tender  corse; 
'"Z^r  irhpn  M  lie  drew  more  ny, 
f  ^o  »-— -"ged  Tilh  remorse. 
L^iB^>>>^'  amaid,  fargtt  hk  furioni  forae. 

^recf-  '"'■  '■'*' ''"'  "■^*"*  f^^ 

,  jjpr  |i!Iv  band*  with  Tawninp  tonft; 

r  B-roiure*'  innocence  did  weet. 

tiesulie  maistcr  the  most  Btrona, 
,1,  tr"'!'  su'"*"^  Brensinft  wronR  ( 

]j^  prrde  and  proud  Bubmisaion. 
in*  dpsih.  when  ihe  Ji»d  marked  long, 
-an  mi-It  in  creat  compaaaion  ; 
jax  ware*  did  ahed  for  pore  affection. 

n.  lord  of  PVfTie  bes«t  in  field." 

P  "hia  princely  piiigsance  doth  abate. 

r'u-  proud  to  bumble  weaVe  does  yield, 

1  of  ibp  huiicry  raue,  which  late 

,'„in  piitii-  of  my  sad  esUte:— 

V  hoa.  and  my  ""ble  lord. 

;  he  fitui  in  erricll  liart  to  haie 

k^in  tnv'd   and  ever  moat  adorn 

irf  w  iife""Ari«»  1.  ».  .Mori  f 
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Eedonndinff  teares  did  cihoke  tk'  eod  of  hur  l^tink 

Which  8ofuy  ecohoed  from  the  nei^^ibpar  woodf 

And,  sad  to  Bee  her  aorrowfuU  oonstraiii^ 

The  kingly  beast  upon  her  oazing  stood ;  ^ 

With  pittie  caknd,  downe  fell  his  angiy  mood. 

At  last,  in  dose  hart  shutting  up  her  pajne^ 

Arose  the  virgin,  borne  of  h^venly  brood. 

And  to  her  snowy  palfrey  got  a^aynot 

To  seeke  her  stngred  diampion  if  she  mifljil  afttiifni* 

The  lyon  would  not  leare  her  deadBte, 

But  with  her  went  along,  as  a  strong  gaxd 

Of  her  chast  person,  and  a  faythfuU  mate 

Of  her  sad  troubles  and  misfortunes  hard ; 

Still,  when  she  slept,  he  k^t  boUi  watch  and  waidi 

And,  when  she  wakt,  he  wayted  diligent, 

With  humble  sendee  to  her  will  prepard : 

From  her  fayie  eves  he  took  oommandement. 

And  ever  by  her  lookes  conoeiTed  her  intent. 

Long  she  thus  traveiled  through  deserts  wyde. 

By  which  she  thought  her  waDdring  knigKt  shold  pas. 

Yet  never  shew  of  uving  wiglit  espyde ; 

Till  that  at  length  she  found  the  trodden  gras. 

In  which  the  tract  of  peoples  footing  was, 

Under  the  steepe  foot  of  a  mountaine  hore ; 

The  same  she  followes,  till  at  last  she  has 

A  damzel  spyde  slow-footing  her  before, 

That  on  her  shoulders  sad  a  pot  of  water  bore. 

To  whom  approaching,  she  to  her  gan  call. 

To  weet,  if  dwelling-place  were  nigh  at  hand : 

But  the  rude  wench  ner  answerd  nought  at  all ; 

She  could  not  heare,  nor  speake,  nor  understaud : 

Till,  seeing  by  her  side  the  lyon  stand. 

With  sudoein  feare  her  pitcfier  downe  she  threw, 

And  fled  awi^y:  for  never  in  that  land 

Face  of  fayre  lady  she  before  did  vew. 

And  that  dredd  lyons  looke  her  cast  in  deadly  hew. 

Fall  fast  she  fled,  ne  ever  lookt  behynd. 
As  if  her  life  upon  the  wager  lay ; 
And  home  she  came,  whereas  her  mother  bljrnd 
Sate  in  eternall  night ;  nought  could  she  say ; 
But,  suddeine  catching  hold,  did  her  dismay 
Witli  ouaking  hands,  and  other  signes  of  feare ; 
Who,  full  of  ghastly  fright  and  cold  a£&ay, 
Gan  shut  the  dore.    By  this  arrived  there 
Dame  Una,  weary  dune,  and  entcance  d^TeqspAst^x 


jklded;  her  uanilyiiige 
I  nide  dftwes  the  wiekel  ogoea  rent, 
lier  in:  where,  of  hie  emeu  la^e 
id  with  feere,  and  faint  astomelinient^ 
nd  tlMnn  both  in  darksome  earner  penis 
Iwt  <dd  woman  daj  and  night  did  praj 
r  beads,  de?oiitly  penitent; 
idred  JPaier  noHtrt  ewm  daj,    . 
pa  nine  hnndrad  Avm^  she  was  wont  to  ss^« 

Higmiwt  her  painefnU  penannee  more* 
reiy  wedie  in  ashes  shee  did  sitt, 
t  her  wrinkled  Bkin«  rooijih  saekeobth  wore 
■o-tfaree  times  did  fiwt  from  any  bitt: 
fer  feare  her  beads  she  did  forgett. 
Mdlesse  dread  for  to  remove  awaj, 
A  framed  words  and  ooont'naimoe  fitt ; 
ar^  doen,  at  length  she  gan  them  pray, 
heir  eotage  small  that  night  she  rest  her  may. 

is  spent;  and  commeth  drowsie  night,  15 

'ery  creature  shrouded  is  in  sleepe ; 
downe  her  laies  in  weary  plip:ht, 
er  feete  the  Iron  watch  dotli  keepe ; 
of  rest,  she  does  lament,  and  weepe, 
ate  losse  of  her  deare-loTcd  knight, 
les,  and  jfrones,  and  evermore  does  steepe 
ler  brest  in  bitter  teares  all  night ; 
:  she  thinks  too  long,  and  ofteu  lookes  for  light. 

en  ^Ideboran  waa  roounted  hye,  16 

le  shinie  CaJssiopeias  chaire, 

n  deadly  sleepe  did  drowned  lye, 

eked  at  the  dore,  and  in  would  fare ; 

ked  faAt,  and  oflen  curat,  and  sware, 

dy  entrauDce  was  not  at  his  call ; 

is  backe  a  heavy  load  he  bare 

ty  stelths,  and  pillage  several  I, 

e  had  got  abroad  by  purchas  criminalL 

to  weete,  a  stout  and  sturdy  thiefe,    ^y  17 

robbe  churches  of  their  ornaments, 

re  mens  boxes  of  their  due  reliefe, 

iven  was  to  them  for  good  intents : 

'  saints  of  their  rich  vestiments     ' 

lisrobe,  when  all  men  carelesse  slept ; 

ild  the  priests  of  their  habiliments ; 

lone  iiw  holy  things  in  safety  kept, 

ir  amniag  sleights  in  at  the  window  oiej^. 


^..or,  i.Mii:  iii'^  (loro  witli  rn^:*' 
^  rt  of  til  )>.'  ro.-iriuil  \\.'!ii(Mi  IK 
(The  lyon  tV.-iy.'d  lli,  ;ii.)  liim  ii 
Jlc  \MUil(l  ii<»  l"i;:j:vi-  >•;•.;.•  liiiii  t 
]iiit  open  \\\\'i\\n'<  til"  »i'>ro  in  !'; 
And  entrin;:  is;  when  that  (^isd, 
Encountrinj;  fierce,  liini  suchlei 
And  seizing  cruel!  clawes  on  tn 
Under  his  lordly  fo(»t  him  prou< 

Hira  booteth  not  resist,  nor  8uc< 
His  bleedinp  hart  is  in  the  venp 
"Who  streiiiht  him  rent  in  thousi 
And  quite  dismembred  liath  :  th 
Dronke  up  his  life ;  his  corse  let 
His  fearefull  freends  weare  out 
Xe  dare  to  weepe,  nor  seeme  to 
The  lieavie  hap,  which  on  them  i 
AfFraid,  least  to  themselves  the  1 

Now  when  broad  day  the  world 
Up  Una  rose,  up  rose  the  lyon  el 
And  on  their  former  iourney  for^ 
In  \^aies  unknowne,  her  wandrin 
With  paines  far  passing;  that  Ion 
That  for  his  love  refused  deitye : 
Such  were  the  labours  of  this  lad 
Still  seekincr  liim,  that  from  hor 
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■rrr^aVinir.  thoy  (ran  loudly  bray, 
'(  i.--iil:n:r.  and  lamonting  cry; 

.    .*  1.-  r  r*'.  1  tiiz  all  the  way, 
.-■_'•  r »li*ii  »rieHty, 
■'  .  1  r  .  i.t'  r.iitli  and  chastity: 
.  >:  iiiT  r.:.vii!jj.  slic  did  pr.iy 
-.  "i-j-l  i!i>  ■  :i"t'."i.  and  l'Mi:r  misery, 

■  r.  aiid  r-ilJMW  all  tlie  way; 
.  ..I'i-  :i«v'  I'lT-T  !«lie  riii:;ht  over  stray. 

.  *  .'  'jw  l^»T  prnv».»r»  nought  prevail e, 
L-   ••"-•■..■iim-'d  wiili  j»oine  labour  lost ; 
.  -  -^  n-  .  ri?»  -ill-'*'  did  wtvpf*  and  waiJo, 
T  !.'.•  It  I'l  Tiii'-'iity  aniioH  (»TnlH>8t, 
-■•  :-  Ti-.i  I'pr  :ill  lii»  bracirini;  bost; 
■'l:  :>i!:t  <-',  tliii  Una  Hoiii;lit 
•     .♦•    ri.'TTTri'iibios  to  iiavi*  teste: 
1  ■•'   ■■..:i:i  tiiijii::.'*  h-.'  h\<«oukdit. 
-'.•-■i  a  l:idy  slirt'  could  telien  ou|c:ht. 

•   •   j-.n  li».*r  passion  to  ronow. 

.'■-  •.  nriil  r:iii''.  and  rend  iicr  lieaie, 
-    .?•  -'i- :.i .  l.itfly  kni'w, 
-  -     ■:!>.•  :ii:i!iv  a  liiltiT  tcaro ; 
■    '  :  '■'.    •'.■•ry  •»t' lnT  tVan*. 

:  ■  :•   ■!!'■  inT  li:ii»li>Sf  cliaunco, 
•  1  ■-  I-.  ■!.■!  in:|iuTc: 
_•  ■      -'.'.  if  •'■r.^an!  i:an  ailvaiinci^ 
. .  .  ."    i  r-ii  >  .1,  an-l  <l*c  liis  i-liririiii  d  1  mnrc. 
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M     w 'ii^ri'  I'na  iravtild  A*>\t, 
■  ■  I  ;•..!.'.  iji  waviiiii:  li»T  Im'sviIc; 

"i.  :■  r  ilr.-al  !nv  <liirst  ii.«i  mi»\v 
_  I  ;>'  ii  ill  1.  but  tiiriii><l  \\u\k' 
■  u  ■.  :,,•«'  ^^ln•rl  .««|ji*  liiiii  spydi*, 
■     ■  .:  ^'■..■.  Kl  iiT  knit::!!  l>y  h-«iiii". 
■ ..-.  :.■   I  "I'-A.irtls  liiiii  iran  ride; 
_  .  -     ■  w  ■-■  ir  ^va«i  till'  ^ninc  ; 
•.  ir.  t'».,  i.-IInblo^^c'  towards  liini  s'lfO  oaim 
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_•  -1.-!.  "  A!i  my  I'lnir-larki'il  lord. 
.-   ;■■  r:»-  tiius  [itntf  iHit  of  my  sii^l.tr 
1  •  ■  liavi-  In  ni*  initvrlit  a1>lLi>rd. 
■    ri- .  'iJMt  yc  ♦li«'|>li'a'*i'n  m;;.''it. 
;•  :t  h  iiiit  >  Tiiy  iltMn*  lii'art  ii^lit; 
,•  .  !•-  \< >iir  i(*>  - '11^  *iii:lit  iliil  mi>. 

i  i\  1-  tiirud  i«»  fhi'an-lrssi'  iiiiilit. 
■    jl.t  oliii-atb  ll»»*  sliatlt'W  is: 
.;_t-  iijw#  iiJL>'  ^'A'i'l/  and  aluwiig^  Jauipc  of  bii.s  ' 


28  VHB  pisns  qiowam. 

He  thereto  meeting  Mid,  **  My  dearest  dameb 
Far  be  it  from  your  thought,  and  fro  mjr  wU, 
To  thinke  that  knighthood  I  so  mneh  ahonld  ahaiiM^ 
As  you  to  leave  that  hare  me  lored  atil. 
And  chose  in  Faei^  court,  of  meere  goodwfl. 
Where  noblest  knights  were  to  be  found  on  earth. 
The  earth  shall  sooner  leave  her  kindly  skil 
To  brinff  forth  fruit,  and  make  eternal  dertli. 
Then  I  Tere  yoo,  my  liefe,  yborn  of  heronly  befiii. 


And  sooth  to  say,  why  I  lefte  you  so  long. 
Was  for  to  seeke  adrenture  in  straunge  plaoe; 
Where,  Archimago  said,  a  felon  strong 
To  many  knights  did  daily  worke  dismoe ; 
But  knight  he  now  shall  never  more  deface: 
Good  cause  of  mine  excuse  that  mote  ye  please 
Well  to  accept,  and  evermore  embrace 
My  faithfull  service,  that  by  land  and  seas 
Have  vowd  you  to  defend:  now  then  your  plaint  appea 

His  lovely  words  her  seemd  due  recompence 

Of  all  her  passed  paines:  one  loving  howre 

For  many  yeares  of  sorrow  can  disov'^nce ; 

A  dram  of  sweete  is  worth  a  pound  of  sowre, 
.  Sliee  has  forgott  how  many  a  woeful  stowre 

^"or  him  she  Jate  eiidurd;  slie  sneakes  no  more 
.  lOf  past :  true  is,  that  true  love  hath  no  powre 
;  To  looken  backe ;  his  eies  be  fixt  before. 

Before  her  stands  her  knight,  for  whom  she  toyld  so  so 

Much  like,  as  when  the  beaten  marinere, 

That  long  hath  wandred  in  the  ocean  wide, 

Ohe  soust  in  swelling  Tethvs  saltish  teare; 

And  long  time  having  tand  his  tawney  hide 

With  blustring  breatli  of  heaven,  that  none  can  bide. 

And  scorching  flames  of  fierce  Orions  hound; 

Soone  as  the  i)ort  from  far  he  has  espide. 

His  chearfull  whistle  merily  doth  sound. 

And  Nereus  crownes  with  cups ;  his  mates  him  pledg  aron 

Such  ioy  made  Una,  when  her  knight  she  found ; 

And  eke  th'  enchaunter  ioyous  seemde  no  lesse 

Then  tlie  slad  marchant,  that  does  vew  from,  ground 

His  ship  far  come  from  watrie  wildemesse ; 

He  hurlos  out  vowes,  and  Neptune  ofb  doth  blesse 

So  forth  they  past;  and  all  the  wa^  they  spent 

Discoursing  ot  her  dreadful  late  distresse. 

Id  which  he  askt  her,  what  the  lyon  metvt*. 

Who  told,  her  ail  that  fell  in  iourney,  aa  u^'voii^ 


THX  FAXXIS  QUIX5X.  29 

■d  not  ridden  far.  when  they  might  see  83 

v Ir.c;:  towards  them  with  hastie  heat, 

r.i^i.v  hrmd.  and  on  a  courser  free, 

irr^-..  ill*  fitppnesse  fomed  all  with  sweat» 

*^  fiiii^r  jron  did  for  ani^er  eat, 

L«  1-t  ryJt-r  ^purd  his  chauffed  Bido; 

hr  «A]i  rteme.  aud  seemed  still  to  threat 

>^':.^T.  which  he  in  hart  did  hyde: 

:  E77u.t-ld  Saiu  loy  in  bloody  hues  was 


dydej 


i^"!  lie  drew  unto  this  gentle  payre,  34 

»»  'jt'  r*.-d  tTwse,  which  the  knight  did  beare, 

^'  '.u  tin*;  liud  tran  efLsoones  prepare 

-v :  '  at  trill  w  ith  his  couched  speare. 

i>  :Lar  «tlifr,  and  did  faint  through  feare, 

e  :L  aM.-;.  vii  dint  of  deadly  Steele : 

:  Lj  '.idy  dA  to  well  him  cheare, 

;•  <■:  Lf  w  jro'jd  hap  he  ^an  to  feele : 

'  Lj  ^;ta^tr,  aud  &purd  his  horse  with  yron  heele. 

■ '"  '.i  Payiiini  f«  rward  came  bo  ferce  35 

■  ' :  /;..  ti.at.  u  •'li  his  slmrp-Ln'rul  8i)pare, 
•.    •r-.'S>tiJ  -iiirld  lie  quite  did  perce ; 
*  -■  -ij^j'  riiit:  >tet'de  not  5?linnke  for  feare, 

•  • .  :  i:mi  Ixtiy  t-ke  he  shouhl  him  boare: 
~    •  ■''  >  the  pui"*,-ance  <»f  his  push, 

-  -..■.!•  (luite  he  did  him  beare: 
-•  r. '.'  \\  «l'iw  111'  to  iiroiiiid  did  rush, 
L  -  .'■  r^  d  wound  a  well  of  bluud  did  gush. 

•*::.'!  .'.'.iy  from  hw  loftie  steed,  3G 

"    •:•.!;  li.inde  t«»  reave  his  life, 

• .  ■: :  "  I>.).  tilt  re  the  worthie  meed 
'    •  «.  ■«*  S^n'^fov  with  bloodv  knife; 
;  .-  «i:  -^i.  tVetd  trc»m  rt'pining  strife, 
.  ■■  ;  .-..->•  T.  oVfr  Ix-the  lake  ; 
-:   :.j  .'ii-;irs.  purml  wiih  enimies  life, 
^       •  n  .:..  li.rits  d<.'en  ashike: 
^ :  r.  - :  ;.  :  11.  u  t«  f  ksl,  Sansloy  shall  from  thee  take  A 

.    :  !.ast»*  his  helmet  pan  unlace,  37 

.  r    •.■■<>  !.ol<i  that  heavie  hand, 
■•» ..  ir  .  \»  r  that  thou  Ije  in  place: 
.r  'l.y  t\«<' tloth  vaiKpiisht  stand 
»  r- \  ;  iiM-rey  not  withstand  j 
!.•  \i,-  irur>t  kni^iht  alive, 

•  •,*•  r«d  i»v>w  he  lye  on  h>wly land; 

-:  J.. Ill  ft.Tiune  favourd,  favre  did  thriro 
Liid;  tlit'Tc/oTtf  ofijfu  him  not  dvprivc," 


Her  piteous  wordes  miglit  not  abtte  hit  nges 
\  But,  rudely  rending  np  his  helmet,  would 
j  Have  8laj[ne  him  streigfat;  but  when  he  aeei  bis  it^b 
/  And  hoarie  head  of  Archimago  old, 
'  His  hasty  hand  he  doth  amaaed  hold. 
And,  halfe  ashamed,  wondred  at  the  sight: 
For  that  old  man  well  knew  he,  though  untold. 
In  charmes  and  magiok  to  hare  wondrous  mis^; 
Ke  ever  wont  in  field,  ne  in  round  lists,  to  Bgoti 

And  said,  "  Why  Archimago,  luoklease  s^m^ 
What  doe  I  seer  what  hard  mishap  is  this. 
That  hath  thee  hether  brought  to  taste  mine  yr»F 
Or  thine  the  fault,  or  mine  the  error  is. 
Instead  of  foe  to  wound  my  friend  amisf  * 
He  answered  nought,  but  in  a  traunoe  stiUlaj, 
And  on  those  guilefull  dazed  eyes  of  his 
The  cloude  of  death  did  sit ;  which  doen  away. 
He  left  him  lying  so,  ne  would  no  lenger  stay : 

But  to  the  virgin  comes ;  who  all  this  while 
Amased  stands,  herselfe  so  mockt  to  see 
By  him,  who  has  the  guerdon  of  his  guile. 
For  so  misfeigning  her  true  kniglit  to  bee : 
Yet  is  she  now  in  more  perplexitic. 
Lefl  in  the  hand  of  that  same  Pavnim  bold. 
From  whom  her  booteth  not  at  all  to  flie : 
Who,  by  her  cleanly  garment  catching  hold, 
Her  from  her  palfrey  pluckt,  her  visage  to  behold. 

But  her  fiers  servant,  full  of  kingly  aw 

And  high  disdaine,  whenas  his  soveraine  dame 

So  rudely  handled  by  her  foe  he  saw, 

With  gaping  iawes  full  greedy  at  him  came. 

And,  ramping  on  his  shield,  did  wecne  the  same 

Have  reft  away  with  his  sharp  rending  clawes : 

But  he  was  stout,  and  lust  did  now  inflame 

His  conue  more,  that  from  his  criping  pawes 

He  hath  his  shield  redeemd;  and  forth  his  swerd  he  3n 

O  then,  too  weake  and  feeble  was  the  forse 
Of  salvage  beast,  his  puissance  to  withstand! 
For  he  was  strong,  and  of  so  mightie  corse. 
As  ever  wielded  speare  in  warlike  hand ; 
And  feates  of  armes  did  wisely  understand. 
Eflsoones  he  perced  through  liis  chaufed  chest 
With  thrilling  point  of  deadly  ^n  brand, 
Az2d  Jauncht  his  lordly  hart :  with  deaitk  ouurest 
Mffrar'd  Mlaud,  whiles  life  {«noo\A\ua  iKra^»otiA\(v 
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E'  £<*>!•  <rf'M<>UHevicton  «iUP 
B  MrdraiBOv'd;  her  hope  diwnniili 
htjioM  pnr  lu  cire  or  fptli ! 
.M«r Ae  fidd.  hi*  pride  to  fill. 
^nfiodim  uul  dluJaineful  opi^ht 
^whrtii— ii  Mil.  wiU  or  niki. 
Ivanr  Bpoa  lut  (.'■jtmrr  lielit : 
p^mii^i  pn^tde  1  hu  ngo  ia  more  of  might. 


i^^dwitli  nuicor.  nothing  h««re«. 

4fla«Cj^<r(>alil  not  lenre  herao, 

M>  W  &r  cAl  ne  oniiht  he  feam 

*littr<>rber  wandriu):  woe : 

UsbtMlr  kiiMl,  UtoD  that  her  heully  £)& 


Tb  >iDruD  horn  of  Prr^  Dicb- 


aistit  whatrver,  that  dost  trsnea  profeue,  1 

*:b  lonit  labours  huntj^it  after  fame, 
i  inaA.  bnrare  or  ficUeneBse. 

■.  uid  rliaunse,  of  thv  deare-loTed  dome; 

1  of  hfT  b.-lipve  too  ligbily  blame, 

1  ai'wpeniDi:  doe  iby  hart  reraoye ; 

'  liiight  ihi  re  IS  DO  grt'Bter  shame, 

btonse  and  incouiitBnL'ie  in  We  ; 

k  thii  BedcroM«kjiigbU  eus&mple  plainly  prove. 

vdnt  he  had  faire  Unalome.  2 

htht  nii#deeniin|^  of  her  loiollie ; 
^  Dimu  in  her  sled  liad  borne, 
■If*',  and  so  Buppoed  to  be ; 
■^  hrt  traTfild;  till  at  last  tbej  see 

bttildinit.  br»tely  garaiRlied; 
wof  aighcie  prini«  it  seimd  to  be; 
~'   '■  broad  hiph  wav  ChatJed, 

'w  leel,  which  theliier  (Tarefled. 


THJ  PABBis  girsnrs. 

Great  tronpes  of  people  tniTeild  tiietihenrard 
Both  day  and  nufnt,  of  each  degree  and  place  | 
Bat  few  retumed,  having  scapoi  hard, 
Witli  balefull  beggeiy,  or  foule  dismoe ; 
Which  ever  after  in  most  wretched  case. 
Like  loathsome  lazars,  by  the  hed^  lay. 
Thether  Duessa  badd  him  bend  his  pace; 
For  she  is  wearie  of  the  toilsom  way; 
And  also  nigh  consumed  is  the  lingring  day. 

A  stately  pallaoe  built  of  squared  bricke^ 

Which  cunningly  was  without  morter  laid. 

Whose  wals  were  high,  but  nothing  stoxng  nor  Hii^ 

And  golden  foile  all  over  them  displaid. 

That  purest  skye  with  brightnesse  they  dismaid: 

High  lifted  up  were  many  loftie  towres. 

And  goodly  g^eries  far  over  laid. 

Full  of  faire  windowps  and  delig^htful  bowres; 

And  on  the  top  a  diall  told  the  timely  howrea. 

It  was  a  goodly  heape  for  to  behould. 
And  spake  the  praises  of  the  workmana  witt ; 
But  fiul  great  pittie,  that  so  faire  a  mould 
Did  on  so  weake  foundation  ever  sitt : 
For  on  a  sandie  hill,  that  still  did  ilitt 
And  fall  away,  it  mounted  was  full  hie : 
That  every  breath  of  heaven  shaked  itt ; 
And  all  the  hinder  partes,  that  tew  could  spie. 
Were  ruinous  and  old,  but  painted  cunningly. 

Arrived  there,  they  passed  in  forth  right ; 
For  still  to  all  the  gates  stood  open  wide : 
Yet  charge  of  thorn  was  to  a  porter  hight, 
Cald  Malvenu,  who  entrance  none  denide ; 
Thence  to  the  hall,  which  was  on  every  sied 
With  rich  array  and  costly  arras  dight ; 
Infinite  sortes  of  people  did  abide 
There  waiting  long,  to  win  the  wished  sight 
Of  her,  that  was  the  lady  of  that  pallace  bright. 

By  them  they  passe,  all  gazing  on  them  round. 

And  to  the  presence  mount ;  whose  glorious  vcw 

Their  frayle  amazed  senses  did  confound. 

In  living  princes  court  none  ever  knew 

Such  endiesse  richesse,  and  so  sumpteous  shew; 

Ne  Persia  selfe,  the  nourse  of  pompous  pride. 

Like  ever  saw:  and  there  a  noble  crew 

Of  lords  and  ladies  stood  on  ever  side. 

Which,  with  their  presence  iayre,  ibeiB>^Acem\)^\M!N 
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iboreanadothofitatewMspfed,  8 

rieh  throne,  as  bfi^^t  m  saniiT  day; 

idi  there  sate,  most  brave  embeUished 

pjill  robes  and  gorgeous  arr^r, 

ten  qoeene  that  shone,  as  Titans  ray, 

rio^  sold  and  perelesse  pretions  stone; 

-  bndt  biasing  beautie  did  assay 

the  Dri^htnesse  of  her  glorious  throne, 

ing  her  selfe,  that  too  ezoeeding  shone: 

Ing  shone,  like  KicBbus  fayrest  ehilde,  0 

1  presume  his  fathen  fyrie  wayne, 

ming  mouthes  of  steedes  unwonted  wilde, 

li  highest  hearen  with  weaker  hand  to  nyne; 

»f  such  glory  and  adrancement  vayne, 

lashing  oeaines  do  daxe  his  feeble  eyen, 

es  the  welkin  way  most  beaten  playne, 

pt  with  whirling  wheeles,  inflames  the  simn 

re  not  made  to  bume,  but  fayrely  for  to  shyne. 

d  she  flhyned  in  her  princely  state,  \  10 

;  to  heaven;  for  earth  she  did  disdayne: 
tiog  hi^h;  for  lowly  she  did  hate:  .; 

emeath  her  scornefull  feete  was  layne 
Ifiili  draizon  with  an  hideous  trayne ; 
her  hand  she  held  a  mirrbour  bright, 
n  her  faeo  she  often  vewed  fayne, 
her  selfe-lov'd  semblance  took  delight; 
was  wondrous  faire,  as  any  living  wight. 

ily  Pluto  she  the  daughter  was,  11 

1  Ph)8^rDinfL  the  gneene  of  hell; 

.  she  tliinke  her  pearelessc  worth  to  pas 

.rentage,  with  pnde  so  did  she  swell; 

indriiig  love,  that  high  in  heaven  doth  dwell 

eld  the  world,  she  claymed  for  her  syre; 

At  any  else  did  love  excell; 

the  highest  she  did  still  aspyre; 

ught  higher  were  then  that,  did  it  desyre. 

nrid  Tiiirifrrtt  mgn  did  hrr  call,  12 

ade  her  seRe  a  qucene,  and  crownd  to  be; 
htfull  kingdome  she  had  none  at  all, 
itage  of  native  soveraiutic; 
I  usurpc  with  wrong  and  tyrannie 
he  scepter,  which  she  now  did  hold : 
1  her  realme  with  lawes,  but  pollicie, 
ron^gr  adrizement  of  six  wizaroB  old, 
Hi  tbeir  oounseb  bad  her  kingdome  didupholflL 

D 
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Soone  as  the  elfin  kniglit  in  praenoe  osme^ 
And  false  Dueasa,  aeeming  lady  fayxe, 
A  f^ntle  huaher,  Vanitie  mr  name. 
Made  rowme,  and  paiaage  for  them  did  prepalgax 
So  ffoodl^  brongiit  them  to  tlie  loweat  atimre 
Of  tier  hiffh  throne;  where  they»  on  homble  knee 
Making  obeyaannce,  did  the  eanae  dedaze, 
"Why  inej  were  come,  her  roiall  atate  to  aee^ 
To  proye  the  wide  report  of  her  great  maieateet. 

With  lofiie  eyei,  halfe  loth  to  lodce  ao  lowe. 
She  thanckea  them  in  her  diadainefuU  wiae; 
Ne  other  grace  vonchaafed  them  to  ahowe 
Of  prinoeBae  worthy;  aearae  them  bad  ariae. 
Her  lordea  and  ladies  all  thia  while  deriae 
Themaekea  to  aetten  forth  to  atraungers  eight: 
Some  frounce  their  corled  heare  in  courtly  goiae; 
Some  prancke  their  ruifes;  and  othera  trimfy  dight 
Their  gay  attyre:  each  others  greater  pride  doea  spij^ 

Goodly  they  all  that  knight  doe  entertayne. 
Bight  glad  with  him  to  have  incre^ist  their  crew; 
But  to  Duess*  each  one  himsrlfe  did  payne 
All  kindnesse  and  faire  courtesie  to  shew; 
For  in  that  court  whylome  her  well  they  knew: 
Tet  the  stout  Faery  mongst  the  middest  crowd 
Thought  all  their  (tlorie  vaine  in  kuightlie  vew. 
And  Uiat  great  princesae  too  exceeding  prowd. 
That  to  strange  Knight  no  better  countenance  allowd. 

Suddein  npriseth  from  her  stately  place 

The  roiall  dame,  and  for  her  coche  did  call: 

All  hurtlen  fortli ;  and  she,  with  princely  pace, 

As  faire  Aurora,  in  her  purple  pall, 

Out  of  the  east  the  dawning  day  doth  call. 

So  forth  she  comes;  her  bnghtnes  brode  doth  blaze. 

The  heapes  of  people,  thronging  in  the  hall, 

Doe  ride  each  other,  upon  her  to  gaze : 

Her  glorious  glitter  and  light  doth  all  mens  eies  amase 

80  forth  she  comes,  and  to  her  coche  does  clyme. 
Adorned  all  with  gold  and  girlonds  gajr. 
That  seemd  as  fresh  as  Flora  in  her  prime; 
And  strove  to  match,  in  roiall  rich  array. 
Great  lunoes  ffolden  chayre;  the  which,  thcnr  say. 
The  gods  stand  gazing  on,  when  she  does  ride 
To  lo^es  high  hous  through  heavens  bras-payed  way, 
Drawne  of  layre  pccocks,  that  excell  in  pnde, 
AndSiU  ofArguB  eje^  their  tayka  ^AapTe^^ii  widft« 
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water  t^if  bcBlislI  belieosU.  ■ 

■  awMJiti to  thfir  kiadfa  appljrdei  J 

Alk-  tfot  Umi  all  the  re4t  cbd  tmyde,  ■ 

Eipk  UtoMw.  the  Qourse  of  Sin;  ■ 

^Jathfufl  MM  be  dioie  to  rjde,  ■ 

■  WbI  faUcke.  «nd  Rinu  liun  ; 

m  htij  wwMfk.  the  Mrrivu  to  be^. 

kii  haad  lua  portaMs  sdll  he  bare.  19 

lA  wa*  ««rB«.  but  llierMo  little  ndd; 

b»B«jiia  he  bod  liltle  utre, 

wm»d  ia  tieiyt,  And  tnovtuTliia  ddca  dedd: 

IMU  h*  oaec  uphold  hia  heaiie  bodd, 

m  vbct^r  it  were  nigbt  or  daj. 

^a  the  akyiw  ira«  rrry  fvil  ledd,  ■ 

HA  sa  on*  had  guiding  of  tU<»  waj-,  ■ 

||v  aaC  wbrther  nght  be  went  or  «1mi  astray.  S 

f*>siF  workc  be  cbalenged  essojne, 
Knpbtkm  «»ke:  jet  otherwiH 
'  he  it6  in  lawleaaa  riotise; 
«h  he  icTcw  to  grieroua  malady : 


r  koi  ode  rode  loktluotne  GItMooj, 
■ed  I II  ■liiiii.  on  a  filthie  nrfne; 
Qj  vaa  apblovue  with  loKury, 
le  villi  tataemB  iwollen  were  hii  mie; 
M  a  mne  his  aeck  was  long  and  ^ne, 
rhich  ^  awallowed  up  exoeasiTe  feut, 
lU  vbrrvof  poore  people  oft  did  pyne: 
1  tlv  wa^,  moat  Uke  s  orutish  beast, 
led  up  hi*  gorge,  that  all  did  bim  deteast. 


Jhlrr  whirh  last  trickled  downe  the  awe&t: 
^  rude,  be  aomewbat  still  did  eat, 
hia  ba&dr  did  beare  a  bouiing  can, 
:fa  he  anpt  so  oA,  that  on  his  seat 
nb*n  m««  ke  acarae  apboldeo  caui 
vlik^*  mom'  - '' 


Upon  a  bocirded  iroto,  whose  riijiut 
And  ^^  hally  t'ics,  (the  siuMie  of  jLTrh 
"Was  hke  tlie  jierson  selle.  whom  li 
AA'ho  roii^di,  and  bhieke,  and  tilth; 
Unaeemely  man  to  please  fair  ladit 
Yet  be  of  ladies  oft  was  lovt^d  deai 
When  fairer  faces  were  bid  stando 
O  who  does  know  tbe  bent  of  won 

In  a  greene  gowne  he  clothed  was 
Which  underneath  did  hide  his  filt 
And  in  his  hand  a  burning  hart  he 
Full  of  vaine  follies  and  new-fanglc 
For  he  was  false,  and  fraught  with 
And  learned  had  to  love  with  secre 
And  well  could  daunce;  and  singw 
And  fortunes  tell ;  and  read  in  lovii 
And  thousand  other  waies,  to  bait  1 

Inconstant  man,  that  loved  all  he  s£ 
And  lusted  after  all,  that  he  did  lov 
Ne  would  liis  looser  life  be  tide  to  h 
But  ioyd  weake  wemens  hearts  to  U 
If  from  their  loyall  loves  he  might  1 
Which  lewdnes  fild  him  with  reprof 
Of  that  foule  evill,  which  all  men  n 
That  rotts  the  marrow,  and  consum 

Slirh  ant*  TToo  Trw^l-.-—    a'       .1  •     •• 


>  was  nigh  unto  deaths  dore  yplaste;  28 

red-bare  cote,  and  cobled  shoes,  hee  ware; 

*se  ffood  moraell  all  his  life  did  taste ; 

th  m>m  backe  and  belly  still  did  spare, 

tiis  bai^,  and  richesse  to  compare ; 

ilde  ne  kinsman  living  had  he  none 

e  them  to ;  bat  thorough  daily  care 

and  nightlv  feare  to  lose  his  owne, 

a  wretdiea,  life,  unto  himselfe  unknowne. 

rretched  wight,  whom  nothing  might  suffise ;  29 

greedy  lust  did  lacke  in  greacest  store; 
need  had  end,  but  no  end  covetiso; 
welth  was  want;  whose  plenty  made  him  pore; 
ad  enough,  vett  wished  erer  more; 
disease;  ana  eke  in  foote  and  hand 
rous  gout  tormented  him  full  sore ; 
ell  he  could  not  touch,  nor  goe,  nor  stand : 
ne  was  Ararice,  the  fourth  of  this  faire  band  I 

?xt  to  him  malicious  Envy. rode  30 

I  ravenous  wolfe,  anoWnTdid  chaw 

?n  hia  cankred  teeth  a  venemous  tode, 

J  the  poison  ran  about  his  chaw ; 

Tardly  he  chawed  his  owne  maw 

K)rs  wolth,  that  made  him  ever  sad ; 

ith  it  was,  when  any  good  he  saw; 

3pt,  that  cause  of  weeping  none  he  had; 

ben  he  heard  of  harme,  he  wexed  wondrous  glad. 

I  kirtle  of  discolourd  say  31 

ihed  was,  ypaynted  full  of  eies ; 
Ilia  bosome  secretly  there  lay 
efuU  snake,  the  which  his  taile  uptyes 
ly  folds,  and  mortall  sting  implyes  : 
I  he  rode,  he  gnasht  his  teeth  to  see 
heapes  of  gold  with  criple  Covetyse; 
•udjjed  at  the  groat  feliciteo 
ud  Lucifera,  and  his  owne  companee. 

4^1  all  good  workes  and  vertuous  deeds,  32 

,m  no  losse,  that  any  like  did  use ; 

:ho  with  gratious  bread  the  hungry  feeds, 

cnes  for  want  of  faith  he  doth  accuse : 

ry  good  to  bad  he  doth  abuse : 

£e  the  verse  of  famous  poets  witt 

;s  backebite,  and  spightMl  poison  spues 

^eprouB  mouth  on  all  that  ever  writt : 

10  wihEnrr  was,  that  dOe  in  row  did  aitt. 
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And  him  beside  rides  fierce  nrrengmg  ^^sB^ 

Upon  a  lion,  lotli  for  to  be  led; 

And  in  his  hand  a  burning  brond  he  hath. 

The  which  he  braodisheth  about  bis  hed : 

His  eies  did  hnrle  forth  spardeB  fienr  red« 

And  stared  steme  on  all  that  him  beiidd; 

As  ashes  pale  of  hew,  and  aeeminff  ded: 

And  on  his  dagger  still  hia  hand  he  hela* 

Trembling  through  haatgr  rage,  when  dider  in  lam  wwiL*- 

His  roffin  raiment  all  was  staind  with  blood  I 

Which  he  had  spUt,  and  all  to  rags  yrent;  1 

Through  unadvueed  raahnea  wozen  wood ;  ' ' 

For  of  his  hands  he  had  no  gorememen^ 

Ke  car'd  for  blood  in  his  avengement : 

But,  when  the  furious  fitt  was  overpast* 

His  cruell  facts  he  often  would  repent; 

Yet,  wilfull  man,  he  never  would  rorecii^ 

How  man3'  niischieves  should  ensue  hia  heedlewe  hasL 

Full  many  mischiefcs  follow  cruell  Wrath :  ] 

Abhorred  Bloodshed,  and  tumultuous  Strife, 

Unmanly  Murder,  and  unthrifty  Scath, 

Bitter  I)eflpiglit  with  Bancours  rusty  knife ; 

And  fretting  Griefe,  the  enemy  of  life : 

All  these,  and  many  evils  moe  haunt  Ire, 

The  swelling  Splene,  and  Frenzy  raging  rife, 

The  shaking  Palsey,  and  St.  Fraunces  fire : 

Such  one  was  Wrath,  the  last  of  this  ungodly  tire. 

And,  after  all,  upon  the  wagon  beame  \ 

Bode  Sathan  with  a  smarting  whip  in  hand. 

With  M  hich  he  forward  lasht  the  laesy  teme, 

So  oft  as  Slowth  still  in  the  mire  did  stand. 

Huge  routs  of  people  did  about  them  band, 

Showting  for  ioy ;  and  still  before  their  way 

A  foggy  mist  had  covered  all  the  land ; 

And,  underneath  their  feet,  all  scattered  lay 

Dead  scidls  and  bones  of  men  whose  life  had  gone  astray. 

So  forth  they  marchen  in  this  goodly  sort,  I 

To  take  the  solace  of  the  open  aire. 
And  in  fresh  flowring  fields  themselves  to  sport : 
Emongst  the  re^*  rode  that  false  lady  faire. 
The  foule  Duessa,  m  't  unto  the  chaire 
,  Of  proud  Lucifer',  as  one  of  the  traine : 
But  that  good  knight  would  not  so  nigh  repaire, 
Mlm  Belfe  estraunging  from  ihe\T  \ova\mce  N«^<ib^ 
Whose  fellowahip  se^nd  fax  tid£lU  tot  ^axVSkA  w  vxa« 


nt»  r^IBtK  QttKEXX. 


■at  knitcbt  ill  Aram  jciei 
■hirUl.  nUrrciu  with  ItHlcra  red 
'  i*f.  llwT  D""  arriTed  find : 
^ary  *»•!  IUth  han]]rbi>d, 
Tt  to  liarbvur  ibouglito  unkind, 
mdj  Trngcwunue  in  his  bitt«r  mind. 

»l>aiiii  i\  *1iidd  of  alwne  Ssnafof  30 

jUi  mate  Fafy  cbampton*  page, 

Uwt  iut  of  Ltt«  (lwtn>7 
her  1  bnniag  all  wtlb  n^, 

■  (ram  him  Mtacbt  anf : 
bigju.  wbwb  ouKht  tint  irftrUIie  wage, 
■•  the  meed  lus  wonne  in  Tray : 
maxnat  Ence.  reskewd  the  oobtc  prn; . 

'  gEMt  to  burtlcD  greodi]}-,  40 

tailr  rrsJy  to  darnyue, 

r  •liields,  and  shake  their  S'rord*  on  hj ; 

r  Maen  the}'  Iroublni  uU  the  trnine : 

ijiiMTW.  a{ioQ  eternal]  paioe 

imrv  tW  ensewen  might, 

ilwro  their  fury  to  refmine  i 

tker  tc  that  Rliii-td  bad  right. 

ibrj  *houlil  tbe  morrcnr  next  it  figliL 

lame."  qooth  then  the  Pajnim  bold.  dl 

rmr  of  t'nr«i{vd  irlsht, 

gritfe  made  forgett  the  raines  to  hold 

f.  ij  -^  this  riTreSTint  ki.itbt. 

Qir^'OD.)  irho  through  guile  hath  slayii 

nicht  that  ever  field  did  fight,' 

.n»foy,  (O,  who  can  then  refrayn!) 

be  bearc*  renverst,  the  more  to  heap  diadiyn. 

neot  the  elorie  of  his  Ruile,  49 

re,  the  faire  Fidema,  loe 

M.^d  of  the  trajtour  Tile ; 

le  h.irrest  aowen  bv  hi*  foe, 

lie  fiiOd.  and  bought  with  wofl  : 

a  band  shall  dearely  well  requight, 

■DC,  jou  eqaaJl  favour  ehowe." 

erd'th"  angry  Elfin  knight; 

it  with  worthy  but  twordg,  to  plena  his  rignti 


V..1 11,  me  eliambiTKiir 

Kow  wlu'iias  darksome  ni^'lit 
Hit  c(.>lrl)Iacke  riirtiMn  (^vcr  h 
The  warlike  y<.>iiilies,  on  daynt 
Did  cliace  away  sweet  sleepe  1 
To  muse  on  nieancs  of  hoped  v 
But  whenas  ^loqjheus  had  wit 
Arrested  all  that  courtly  conipa 
Uprose  Duepsa  from  her  rest  in  i 
And  to  the  Paynims  lodging  co 

Whom  broad  awake  she  findes. 
Fore-casting,  how  his  foe  he  mi^ 
And  him  amoyes  with  speaches  i 
"  All,  deare  Sansioy,  next  deares 
Cause  of  my  new  griefe,  cause  of 
loyouB,  to  see  his  ymagc  in  mine 
And  greevd,  to  thinke  now  foe  d 
That  was  the  llowre  of  grace  and 
Lo,  Lis  Fidessa,  to  thy  secret  fait 

With  gentle  wordes  he  can  her  fj 
And  bad  say  on  the  secrete  of  he 
Then,  sighing  soft ;  **  I  leame  th 
Oft  tempred  is,"  quoth  she,  "  wit 
For,  since  my  brest  was  launcht 
Of  deare  Sansfoy  I  never  iovA/i  i» 
But  in  o.- — "♦ 


tpml  tliat  lowring  clowd, 


f  ItiTligil  [dc  now 


fiiU»("  " 

»  betoWB  br  right 

n  Hir">>  to  7^>*>  *"  IragM  liu  love. 

■•  bt*.  IM  sot  faia  RMirMs  •prighc, 


4 


I  ka^  **  Fkiri-  dune,  be  nonght  tl  intmid 
m  f<Mt  t  Ibnr  gnete  ia  wiih  tlii-ni  gimo. 
BHtsfc  penU  ba  ■ffnid : 
i«  li«f»  did  never  v&om^e  none ; 
f  it  bnotelfa  not  to  in 
hi»vitj 
I  (»«ved  I^OM  li 

Y^tf  ■ball  lian  paf  liia  dewtie*  lut. 
ilBe  IQ&t  Moed awll  lacrilicv  in  hut." 

*  I  ft«r  the  ScUa  ftedtla,"  qnotli  (lira, 
wWne  false,  and  oddee  of  aniiM  in  field." 
.  damr."  qooth  be,  "  what  oddca  can  ever  bee 
bucb  doe  fi^t  alike,  to  win  or  yield  f" 
inL."  qootfa  the,  "  he  bearei  a  cnarmed  Bbidd, 
a  enctaaantcd  anneo.  tbat  none  can  peroe ; 
ic  r*a  wound  the  man,  that  doe*  them  wield." 
nd  or  mrhaunted."  aiuwerd  he  then  feme, 
wtitt  reck  ;  ne  von  the  like  need  to  reheree. 

&se  FiJwi»,  sitbena  Fortnnea  gnile, 
■in  powre,  hatb  now  e&ptfved  yoo, 
r  froin  wbnice  ye  came,  and  rrat  a  while, 
rvTow  Dfit.  tbat  I  tbe  Elfe  lubdew, 
3fa  Saniifojes"  drad  dowry  you  endew." 
e.  did  V  a  donble  death.'  ihe  said, 

proud  fort  sight  my  sorrow  to  renew: 

ner  vet  I  be.  my  secret  aide 

Hir*  jtm."    So,  paaiing  forth.  th«  bin  obaid. 


turn  FAsm  Qunmb 


CANTO  V. 

Hm  lUttiftin  knlgM  te  cqnall  Md 
8Bbd«irei  his  lUthtoiw  ibei 

Whom  Mm  Dd«m  mtw.  and  *v 
Hit  core  to  heU  does  gM^ 

Thb  noble  hart  that  harbonn  Terhunu  Uunifl^ 
And  is  with  childe  of  glorious  ffreat  intent, 
Can  never  rest,  nntill  it  forth  have  broofl^ 
Th'etemall  brood  of  glorie  excellent. 
Such  restlesse  passion  did  all  night  torment 
The  flaming  corage  of  that  Faeiy  knight^ 
Denizing,  how  that  doughtie  tumament 
With  ^atest  honour  be  atchieven  mifl^t: 
Still  did  he  wake,  and  still  did  watch  for  ' 


At  last,  the  eolden  orientaH  gate 

Of  greatest  heaven  gan  to  open  fayre, 

And  Phoebus,  fresh  as  biydegrome  to  his  mate. 

Came  dauncing  forth,  shaking  his  deawie  hajre; 

And  hurld  his  glistring  beams  through  gloomj  ayre. 

Which  when  the  wakeful  Elfe  perceiv'i  stieightway 

He  started  up,  and  did  him  selte  prepayre 

In  sunbright  armes,  and  battailous  array; 

For  with  that  Pagan  proud  he  combatt  will  that  day. 

And  forth  he  comes  into  the  commune  hall ; 

Where  earely  waite  him  many  a  gazing  eye, 

To  weet  what  end  to  straunger  knights  nu^  falL 

There  many  minstrales  makeu  melody. 

To  drive  away  the  dull  melancholy; 

And  many  bardes,  that  to  the  trembling  chord 

Can  tune  tlioir  timely  voices  cunningly; 

And  many  chroniclers,  that  can  record 

Old  loves,  and  warres  for  ladies  doen  by  many  a  lord. 

Soone  afler  comes  the  cruell  Sarazin, 

In  woven  maile  all  armed  warily; 

And  sternly  lookes  at  him,  who  not  a  pin 

Does  care  for  looke  of  living  creatures  eye. 

Thev  brin^  them  wines  of  Greece  and  Araby, 

Ana  daintie  spices  fetch  from  furthest  Ynd, 

To  kindle  heat  of  corage  privily; 

And  in  the  wine  a  solemne  oth  they  bynd 

T  observe  the  sacred  lawea  of  anneft,  ^haX  «x«  «bbt^^ 


qumurm  4S. 


FAi  Istt  ibrtli  eomei  that  hat  renowmed  qneene;  5 

"With  rorall  pomp  and  prinoelj  maieatie 
She  ia  Tbitmgfat  onto  a  paled  greene^ 
Jkad  pueed  under  atafeeiy  oanapeef 
TDm  warlike  faatea  of  both  thoae  knifl^  to  see. 
On  th*  other  aide  in  all  mena  open  Teir 
Dneaaa  placed  ia,  and  on  atree 
Sanafojr  nia  shield  is  han^  with  bloody  hew: 
BoChtnoae,  the  lawrell  girlonda  to  the  Tietor  dew. 

A  ihnlling  Iruuiuett  sownded  from  on  hye,  6 

And  unto  Dattaill  bad  themaelTes  addiesse: 

Their  shining  shiddea  about  their  wiestes  thev*  tye* 

And  burning  bladea  about  their  heades  doe  bleasis^ 

The  inatmmenta  of  wrath  and  heafinesae:    . 

"With  greedr  force  eadi  other  doth  assajle^ 

And  Bteike  ao  fieredj,  that  thej  do  imprsMe 

Deepe  dinted  fuirowea  in  the  battred  mayle : 

The  yron  waUea  to  ward  their  blowea  are  weak  and  fraile. 

Tlie  Sarann  was  atont  and  wondroua  strongs  7 

And  heaped  blowes  like  yion  hammers  great; 

Por  after  bk)od  and  fengeanoe  he  did  kmjg. . 

The  knight  was  fiers,  and  fhll  of  yoathly  heat» 

And  dou>led  strokes,  like  dreaded  thunders  threat: 

For  all  for  pndse  ana  honour  did  he  fight. 

Both  stricken  stiyke,  and  beaten  both  doe  beat; 

That  from  their  shields  forth  flyeth  firie  light, 

And  helmets,  hewen  deepe,  shew  marks  ot  eithers  might. 

So  th'  one  for  wrong,  the  other  striTes  for  right:     \  8 

As  when  a  gryfon,  seized  of  his  ,pray, 

A  dragon  fiers  encountreth  in  his  flight. 

Through  widest  ayre  making  his  ydle  way, 

That  would  his  rightfuU  raTine  rend  away: 

With  hideous  horror  both  together  smight. 

And  souoe  so  sore,  that  they  the  hearens  afiray : 

The  wise  soothsayer,  seeing  so  sad  sight, 

<Th*  amazed  Tulgar  telles  of  warres  and  mortal  fight. 

So  th*  one  for  wrong,  the  other  strives  for  riahi ;  0 

And  each  to  deadly  shame  would  drire  his  toe: 
The  cruell  Steele  so  greedily  doth  bight 
In  tender  flesh,  that  streames  of  blood  down  flow ; 
With  which  the  armes,  that  earst  so  bright  did  show, 
Into  a  pure  Termillion  now  are  dydo. 
Great  ruth  in  all  the  gazers  harts  did  grow, 
Seeingr  Ihegmvd  woundea  to  gjupe  bo  iryde, 
Tbrnt  rwioiX  ^^^  dare  not  wish  to  either  aide* 


! 
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At  bust  the  Fajnim  ehamirt  to  catt  bk  efOi 

His  suddein  eye,  flaminff  with  wnthfbir^rfe, 

IDpon  his  brothera  shielcU  which  hong  therebj: 

Tnerewith  redoubled  was  his  raging  yre. 

And  said ;  *'  Ah  I  wxetched  aonne  of  wofull  igrfe^ 

Doest  thou  sit  wayling  l^  blacke  Sfygjan  lake, 

Why  lest  here  thy  shidd  ia  haagd  for  Yictora  hjieP 

Ajid,  sluggish  g^nnim,  doest  thy  foroes  slake 

To  after-send  ms  foe,  that  him  may  orertake  P  ^ 

"  Gro,  caytiTe  Elfe,  him  qmeUj  orertake^ 

And  soone  redeeme  from  his  long-waodrmg  woe: 

Groe,  guiltie  ^host,  to  him  my  message  make. 

That  1  his  shield  have  quit  from  dyiii|y^  foe."  ^ 

Therewith  upon  his  crest  he  stroke  him  so,  i 

That  twise  he  reeled,  readie  twise  to  fall :  •! 

End  of  the  doubtfuU  battaile  deemed  tho  | 

The  lookers  on ;  and  lowd  to  him  san  call  n 

The  false  Duessa,  "  Tliine  the  shidd,  and  I,  and  alir" 

Soone  as  the  Faerie  heard  his  ladie  speake,  II 

Out  of  his  swowning  dreame  lie  gan  awake; 

And  quickning  faith,  that  erst  was  woxen  weake. 

The  creeping  deadly  cold  away  did  shake; 

Tho  moY  d  witli  wrath,  and  shame,  and  ladies  sake. 

Of  all  attonce  he  east  aveng'd  to  be, 

And  with  so'  exceeding  furie  at  him  strake. 

That  forced  him  to  stoupo  upon  his  knee: 

Had  he  not  stouped  so,  he  should  haye  cloven  bee. 

And  to  him  said ;  "  Groe  now,  proud  miscreant,  H 

Thyselfe  thy  message  do  to  german  deare; 

Alone  he,  wandring,  thee  too  long  doth  want: 

Groe  say,  his  foe  thy  shield  with  his  doth  beare." 

Therewith  his  heavie  hand  he  high  gan  reare. 

Him  to  have  slaine;  when  lo !  a  darkesome  clowd 

Upon  him  fell;  he  no  where  doth  appeare. 

But  vanisht  is.    The  Elfe  him  calls  alowd. 

But  answer  none  receives ;  the  darknes  him  does  shrewd. 

In  haste  Duessa  from  her  place  arose,  U 

And  to  him  running  sayd;  "  O  prowest  knight, 
That  ever  ladie  to  her  love  did  chose. 
Let  now  abate  the  terrour  of  your  might. 
And  quench  t^e  flame  of  furious  despight 
And  bloodie  vengeance:  lo !  th*  infemall  powres. 
Covering  your  foe  with  cloud  of  deadly  night. 
Have  borne  him  hence  to  Plutoes  balefull  bowres: 
Hw  oonqueat  joun;  I  yooii-,  ibe  iikbie\ii  v^  v^ni  vsobb^T 


tUBAe^  Willi  graadbr  m 

iQ  fomd  abo«l»  Ills  ^siif  Uads 


blood  of  iSiWane  enimj; 

t  wkiQs  lajr  bid  ia  aecfete  shade: 

mmnd  boir  he  tiienoe  thoQkl  fiidflu 

rampeto  tviiuimh  •oosd  ^  hie  ' 

C  hmlda  humble  homage  made* 

a  goodljr  wUih  new  fidarie; 

Immghi  the  ahieldt  the  eanae  of  CBntilie. 

begoethiothatiOfeEatiiegiieeDe}  10 

her  before  oa  hmlf  knee^ 
•  preeent  <^hi8  semee  aeeoe; 
ooeplB  with  tbaakea  and  goocUjr  grea^ 
imetiig  hia  mat  eherahee: 
hoine»  and>y  her  takes  the  knifi^ 
\0  peofiAe  followe  with  great  glee» 
d  clapping  all  their  handa  on  hi|j^ 
agne  it  file,  and  flyea  to  heaven  briii^ 

jrouffht,  and  layd  in  aumptoous  bed:  17 

r  skufull  leaches  him  abide 

hurts,  that  yet  still  freshly  bled. 

oyle  thev  wash  his  wounaes  wide, 

an  embalme  on  eTerie  side. 

Mrhile  most  heaTenly  melody 

3d  sweet  musicke  did  divide, 

die  of  jupriefe  and  agonv: 

irhile  Duessa  wept  full  bitterly. 

'earie  trayeiler,  that  strayea  18 

bore  of  broad  seven-mouthed  Nile, 

>f  the  perillous  wandring  wayes, 

a  cruell  craflie  crocodile, 

Jse  griefe  hyding  his  harmefull  guile, 

full  sore,  and  sheddeth  tender  teares; 

nan,  that  pities  all  this  while 

full  plight,  is  swallowed  up  unwares; 

r  his  owne  that  mindes  an  others  cares. 

»sa  untiU  eventyde,  19 

g  lampes  in  loves  high  house  were  light : 

he  roee,  ne  lenger  would  abide; 

into  the  place,  where  th'  hethen  knight, 

;  swownd  nigh  vovd  of  vitall  spright, 

with  inchaunted  cloud  all  day: 

1  she  found,  as  she  him  lefl  in  plight, 

B  wofull  case  she  wouJd  not  atsy, 

uteme  coast  ofbeareii  makei  speedy  way* 


46  na  WAxaa  qimm. 

Wliere  griedy  Nigltt.  with  yimge  deadly  nd, 
Ibat  Pntebus  chearefbll  fiwe  diuat  never  tbw. 
And  in  a  foult  blat^Ve  mtebj' "  ■"*■!»  did. 


_.«findes  forth  uoranunsfnnnlitf  dwlncnM. , 

Where  she  all  dny  did  hule  her  hated  hmr. 

Before  the  doiv  li?r  jron  diaret  stood. 

Already  harnessed  for  ionnwr  wtv. 

And  cole-blscke  steedei  yborae  of  hellish  bnod, 

Tliaton  thurruBtj'bita  did  ohamp,  •■  tbef  wcra  woo 

Who  wlicn  slip  eavr  Ducwa,  aauiy  brisU, 
Adornd  with  t-'Ai  sad  ieirela  shining  oTearek 
8he  Kreatlj'  grew  Hinaxed  at  the  light. 
And  th'  unaniiiLLiDtcd  Ii)[ht  bogmn  to  feare; 
(For  never  diil  ^hl'L  brigfatnes  there  appeare;) 
And  would  Lure  bucke  retired  lo  her  cave. 
Until!  the  witfliea  speaeh  she  «tm  to  ht^iuv. 
Saying;  "Yet  O  thon  dreaded  dame,  I  crave 
Ahyde,  till  I  have  told  the  message  whii^  I  havew" 

She  stayd ;  and  forth  Dnesaa  ean  proceede ;  | 

"O  Ihou,  most  auncient  ftrandmother  of  alt, 

Uore  old  than  love,  whom  thou  at  tiTst  didst  breeds 

Or  that  great  house  of  i:ods  cteicBtiall  i 

Which  nast  be^ot  in  Dsmogorgone  hall, 

And  sawst  the  secrets  of  the  world  unmade ; 

Why  BuffredBt  thou  thy  nephewea  deare  to  fall 

With  Elfin  aword  most  shamefully  betrade!* 

Iio,  where  the  stout  Sansioy  doth  sleeps  in  deadly  ihadal 

"And.  him  before,  I  saw  with  bitter  eres  S 

The  bold  Sansfoy  shriDck  underneath  hia  ipearg; 

And  now  the  pray  of  fowlea  in  field  he  lyes. 

Nor  wayld  of  fnendes,  nor  lajd  on  Kronrng  bears. 

That  wliylome  was  to  me  too  dearely  deare. 

Ol  what  of  gods  then  boots  it  to  be  borne. 

If  old  Aveuffles  sotinea  »o  evil!  heare  P 

Or  who  shall  not  great  Nigbtes  children  scome. 

When  two  of  three  her  nephews  are  so  fowle  f<niorBef 

"  Up,  then  i  up.  drean  dame,  of  darknes  qneene  j  t 

Go,  oayther  up  the  reTiques  of  thy  race ; 
Or  elae  goe,  thero  avenge ;  and  let  be  seme 
That  dreaded  Night  in  bright^t  day  hath  place. 
And  can^  the  children  of  fayre  Light  deface." 
Eer  feeling  apeachea  romo  compaasion  mov'd 
In  hart,  and  channge  in  that  great  mothers  face : 
Yet  pit^  in  her  hart  was  never  prov'd 
SiU  aeof  for  evenaan  i^  hated,  ncnei  Vn'&-. 
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And  said, ''Dearedanriiter,  rightly  inaj  I  reir  25 

The  &I1  of  famous  ohildren  bom  of  mee. 

And  good  succeMet,  which  their  foes  ensew : 

Sut  who  can  tome  the  streame  of  destinee. 

Or  breake  the  chayne  of  strong  neoessitee. 

"Which  fast  is  ijrde  to  loTes  etenudl  seat? 

The  aonnes  of  Day  he  fayoureth,  I  see. 

And  hv  my  mines  thinkes  to  make  them  great: 

T6  make  one  great  by  others  losse  is  bad  escheat. 

*'  Tet  shall  Uiey  not  escape  so  freely  all ;  2C 

For  some  shall  pi^  the  price  of  otliers  guilt : 
And  he,  the  man  that  made  Sansfoy  to  fall, 

Shall  with  his  owne  blood  price  that  he  has  spilt. 

Bat  what  art  thou,  that  telst  of  nephews  kilt  r 

**  I,  that  do  seeme  not  I,  Dnessa  ame," 

Qaoth  she, "  how  ever  now,  in  garments  gilt 

And  gomeous  gold  arrayd,  I  to  thee  came ; 

Duessa  1,  the  daughter  of  Deceipt  and  Shame.** 

Then,  bowing  downe  her  aged  backe,  she  kist  27 

The  wicked  witch,  saying,  *'  In  that  fa^rre  face 

The  false  re8cmb1auuce  of  Deceipt,  I  wist, 

Did  closely  lurke ;  yet  so  trne-seeming  grace 

It  carried,  tliat  I  scarse  in  darksome  place 

Could  it  disceme ;  though  I  the  mother  bee 

Of  Falshood,  and  roote  of  Duessaes  race. 

O  welcome,  child,  whom  I  haTc  longd  to  see, 

And  now  hare  seene  unwares !   Lo,  now  I  goe  with  thee." 

Then  to  her  yron  wagon  see  betakes,  28 

And  with  her  beares  the  fowle  welfarourd  witch : 
Through  mirkesome  aire  her  ready  way  she  makes. 
Her  twyfold  temc  (of  which  two  blacko  as  pitch, 
And  two  were  brownc,  yet  each  to  each  unlich) 
Did  softly  swim  away,  ne  erer  stamp 
Unlesse  she  chaunst  their  stubbome  mouths  to  twitch ; 
Then,  foaming  tarrc,  their  bridles  thev  would  champ, 
And  tramplii^;  the  line  element  would  fiercely  ramp. 

So  well  thev  sped,  that  they  be  come  at  length  29 

Unto  the  place,  whereas  the  Paynim  lay 
Devoid  oi  outward  sence  and  native  strength, 
Coverd  with  charmed  cloud  from  vew  of  day 
And  sight  of  men,  since  his  late  lucklesso  fray. 
His  cruell  woundes  with  eruddy  bloud  congeald 
Thev  binden  up  so  wisely  as  thev  may, 
And^  handle  sonfy;  till  they  can  he  heaJd: 
&?  Mr  him  m  bar  eJuuvti,  close  in  night  conceald. 
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And,  all  the  while  she  ttood  upon  tiie  gfomck 
The  wakefull  dogs  did  never  oeaaeto  Inj; 
As  giving  warning  of  th'  unwonted  sonndt 
Witn  which  her  jraa  wheelea  did  them  uSBnj, 
And  her  darke  gnedj  looke  them  mooh  dlemi^. 
The  messenger  of  death,  the  fl^iastiy  owle^ 
With  drerj  shriekea  did  also  ner  bewraj; 
And  hungry  wolvea  ooDtinuaUj  did  howle 
At  her  abhorred  fao^  ao  filthy  and  ao  foide. 

Thence  taming  htuAe  in  ailenoe  aoft  they  itola^ 
And  brought  the  heavy  oone  with  eaagr  pace 
To  yawning  gulfe  of  deep  ATemna  hcue : 
"Bv  that  same  hole  an  entrannoe,  darke  and  baoe^ 
With  smoakc  and  anlphnr  hiding  all  the  plaoe^ 
Descends  to  hell :  there  creatore  never  pMt, 
That  backe  retoumed  without  heavenly  graoe; 
But  dreadful]  furiea,  which  their  ehainea  liave  fana^ 
And  danmed  spiighta  sent  forth  to  make  ill  men 


By  that  same  way  the  direfull  dames  doe  drive  ] 

Their  moumcfull  charet,  fild  with  rusty  blood. 

And  downe  to  Plutoes  house  are  come  bilive : 

Which  passing  through,  on  every  side  them  stood 

The  trembling  ghosts  with  sad  amazed  mood, 

Chattring  their  iron  teeth,  and  staring  wide 

With  stonie  eies ;  and  all  the  hellish  brood 

Of  feends  infemall  iiockt  on  every  side. 

To  gaze  on  erthly  wight,  that  with  the  Night  durst  xida^ 

They  pas  the  bitter  waves  of  Acheron,  i 

Where  many  soules  sit  wailing  woefully ; 

And  come  to  fiery  flood  of  Phiegeton, 

Whereas  the  damned  ghostes  in  torments  fry. 

And  with  sharp  shrilling  shriekes  doe  bootlesse  ciy. 

Cursing  high  love,  the  which  them  thither  sent. 

The  hous  of  endlesse  Paine  is  built  thereby. 

In  which  ten  thousand  sorts  of  punishment 

The  cursed  creatures  doe  eternally  torment. 

Before  the  threshold  dreadfull  Cerberoa  ] 

His  three  deformed  heads  did  lay  along,  ^ 

Curled  with  thousand  adders  venomous ; 
And  lilled  forth  his  bloody  flaming  tong: 
At  them  he  gan  to  reare  his  bristles  strongs 
And  felly  gnarre,  untill  Dayea  enemy 
Did  him  appease;  then  downe  his  taile  he  hong. 
And  auifemi  them  to  passen  quietly -. 
JFar  Mbe  in  liell  and  h&avea  biuii  i^wet  «q^3Ji^ . 
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niere  was  Ixion  turned  on  a  wheele,  35 

for  daring;  tempt  the  queene  of  heaven  to  sin; 

Ajid  Sisyplm.s  an  hu^e  round  stone  did  recle 

Axrainst  an  hill,  nc  niij^^ht  from  labour  lin ; 

T£ere  thirsty  Tantalus  honff  bj  the  chin; 

Ajid  Tityus  fed  a  vultur  on  nia  maw ; 

T^'phoeud  ioynts  were  stretched  on  a  ffin ; 

rrlic«c'iu  condemnd  to  endlesse  slouth  oy  law ; 

And  tifty  sisters  water  in  lekc  vessels  draw. 

niey.  all  beholdincr  worldly  wkhta  in  place,  30 

lieave  off  their  worke,  unniindmll  of  their  smarts 
1o  i?aze  on  them;  who  forth  by  them  doe  pace. 

Till  they  be  come  unto  the  furthest  part; 

"\NTicre  was  a  cave  ywroucht  by  wondrous  art» 

"Devpe,  darke,  uneasy,  dolefidl,  comfortlesse. 

In  which  sad  A€^ulai)iu8  far  apart 

Smprisond  was  in  chaines  remcdilesso; 

For  that  Hippolytua  rent  corse  he  did  redressc. 

Hippolytus  a  iolly  huntsman  was,  37 

That  wont  in  charett  chace  the  foming  bores 

He  all  his  peeres  in  beauty  did  surpas : 

But  ladies  love,  as  losso  of  time,  forbore : 

Hi<i  wanton  stepdame  loved  him  the  more ; 

But.  when  she  saw  her  offred  sweets  refusd, 

Her  love  she  turnd  to  hate,  and  him  before 

His  father  fierce  of  treadon  false  acciisd, 

And  with  her  gealous  termcs  his  open  cares  abusd ; 

Who,  all  in  rage,  his  sea-god  sjre  besought  3d 

S«>me  cursed  vengoauuco  on  his  sonne  to  cast: 

From  surgincr  irulf  two  monsters  streight  were  brougLt 

AVirh  dread  \«  hereof  his  ehacing  steedod  aLcliust 

B^.ith  charett  swifte  and  huntsman  overcast. 

His  goodly  corps,  on  ragged  cliffs  yrent, 

AVas  quite  dismembred,  and  his  members  chast 

Scattered  on  every  mountaine  as  he  went, 

That  of  Hippolytus  was  lefte  no  moniment. 

His  cruell  stepdame,  seeing  what  was  donne,  3G 

Her  wicked  daies  with  wretched  knife  did  end. 
In  death  avov^ing  th'  innocence  of  her  sonne. 
WTiich  hearing,  his  rash  syre  began  to  rend 
Hia  heare,  and  liastv  tong  that  did  offend : 
Tho.  fl^thering  up  tne  refiques  of  his  smart, 
Bv  Duiues  meanes  who  waa  lljppolyts  frond, 
Tkeni  hrauaht  to  AescuJape,  that  by  luB  art 
JXd hemic  them  aU  agaJne,  and  ioyned  every  part. 
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Such  wondrous  scienoe  in  mans  witt  to  rain 
When  loTe  avizd,  that  could  the  dead  levirei 
And  fates  expired  eoold  renew  again, 
Of  endlesse  hfe  he  might  him  not  deprire ; 
But  unto  hell  did  thrust  him  him  downe  tixTe^ 
With  flashing  thunderbolt  y  wounded  sore ; 
Where,  lon^  remaining,  he  did  alwaies  BtriTe 
Himselfe  with  salves  to  health  for  to  restore, 
And  slake  the  heavenly  fire  that  raged  evezmom. 

There  auncient  Night  arriving,  did  alight  |t 

From  her  ni^h- weary  wayne,  and  in  her  annes  \ 

To  Aesculapius  brought  the  wounded  knight:  ': 

Wliom  having  softly  disaraid  of  armes, 
Tho  gan  to  him  discover  all  his  harmes. 
Beseeching  him  with  prayer,  and  with  praise. 
If  either  salves,  or  oyles,  or  herbes,  or  charmes, 
A  fordonne  wight  from  dore  of  death  moto  raise,  ^ 
He  would  at  her  request  prolong  her  nephews  daias. 

"  Ah  dame,*'  quoth  he,  '*  thou  temptest  mo  in  vaine         4t 

To  dare  the  tiling,  which  daily  yet  I  rew ; 

And  the  old  cause  of  my  continued  paine 

With  like  attempt  to  lilke  end  to  renew. 

Is  not  enough,  that,  thrust  from  heaven  dew, 

Here  endlesse  penaunce  for  one  fault  I  pay; 

But  that  redouoled  crime  with  vengeaunce  new 

Thou  biddest  me  to  eeke  P  cau  Night  defray  CDiy^ 

The  wrath  of  thundring  love,  that  rules  both  Night  sal 

"  Not  so,"  quoth  she ;  "  but,  sith  that  heavens  king         41 

Frcm  lope  of  heaven  liath  thee  excluded  qui^ht. 

Why  fearest  thou,  that  canst  not  hope  for  thmg ; 

And  fearest  not  that  more  thee  burton  might, 

Now  in  the  powre  of  everlasting  Night? 

Groe  to  then,  O  thou  far  renowmed  sonne 

Of  great  Apollo,  shew  thy  famous  might 

In  medicine,  that  els  hatd  to  thee  wonne 

Great  pains,  and  greater  praise,  both  never  to  be  donne.* 

Her  words  prevaild ;  and  then  the  learned  leach  U 

His  cunning  hand  gan  to  his  wounds  to  lay. 
And  all  things  els  tlie  which  his  art  did  toach ; 
Which  having  scene,  from  thence  arose  away 
The  mother  of  dredd  Darknesse,  and  let  stay 
Aveugles  sonne  there  in  the  leaches  cure ; 
And,  backe  retouming,  took  her  wonted  way 
To  ronne  her  timely  race,  whilst  Phoebus  pure 
In  westeme  waves  nia  weary  wagon  dx^T«c;\kx«. 
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The  fal?o  Diiossa.  lea^ni?  novous  Niclit,  15 

lietuni'l  ti>  statoh*  pallace  of  Dame  Prvde; 

Where  whon  phe  came,  slie  found  the  Faery  knight 

Departetl  thence;  albee  (his  woundea  wyde 

yot  thn^Ujfflily  heakl)  unready  were  to  ryde. 

GtXKl  on  use  he  had  to  hasten  thence  away; 

F'  »r  on  a  day  his  wary  dwarfe  had  spyde 

Wher»\  in  a  dungeon  deepe,  hu(?e  nonibers  lay 

Of  i-iaytive  wretched  thralls,  that  way  led  night  and  day ; 

(A  ruefull  sight  as  could  be  scene  with  eie ;)  4G 

Of  whom  he  learned  had  in  secret  wise 

The  hidden  cause  of  their  captivitie ;  _ 

How  mort^raging  tlieir  lives  to  CoTctise, 

Throusrh  wast  full  pride  and  wanton  riotise, 

They  were  by  law  of  that  proud  tyrannesse, 

Prorokt  witli  Wrath  and  Envyes  false  surmise. 

Condemned  to  that  dongeon  mercilesse, 

Where  they  should  live  in  wo,  and  dye  in  wretchedness {>. 

There  was  that  great  proud  king  of  Babylon,  47 

That  wduld  compell  all  nations  to  adore 

And  him,  as  onely  God,  to  call  upon  ; 

Till,  through  celcstiall  doome  thrown  out  of  doro, 

Into  ail  oxe  he  was  trnnsfonnd  of  yort*. 

There  aljto  was  king  Crcrsus,  that  cnhaimst 

His  hart  too  lii^h  tlirouirh  his  threat  richesse  store ; 

And  pr«:)ud  Anti<K'lius,  the  v\hi<*li  advnunst 

Ui«  cursed  hand  gainst  God,  and  on  his  altarcs  dauu&t. 

And.  them  lone  time  before,  great  Nimrod  was,  48 

Tliat  tirst  the  world  with  sword  and  fire  warrayd; 

Arid  after  him  old  Niuus  far  did  T)as 

In  prinerly  pomu,  of  all  the  world  obayd, 

There  al«o  was  that  mightie  monarch  layd 

ly.'W  under  all,  yet  above  all  in  pride. 

That  name  of  native  syre  did  fowle  upbrayd, 

And  would  as  Amnions  sonne  be  magniiide ; 

Till,  scunid  of  God  and  niun,  a  shaniefull  death  he  di  Jo. 

All  these  together  in  one  h^ape  were  throwne,  '10 

Like  carkases  of  beastes  in  uuii^hers  stall. 
And.  in  another  comer,  wide  were  strowne 
The  antique  ruins  of  the  liomanes  fall : 
Great  Komulus,  the  grandsyre  of  them  all 
Pn.>ud  Tarcjuin  ;  and  too  lordly  T^entulus ; 
Si4iut  Scipio  ;  and  stnhhorDO  iTnnriihall ; 
Kiahiiious  Sj-I/a  ;  and  stcrnc  Mariua  ; 
ITj^  Caesar;  great  Fompoy ;  and  fiers  Antonius- 

s  2 
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Amongst  these  mightie  men  were  wemen  mizi^  I 

Proud  wemen,  vaine,  forgetfiill  of  thdr  yoke : 

The  bold  Semiramis,  whose  sides  tranafixt 

With  sonnes  own  blade  her  fowle  reproches  spoke  t 

Fa^  Sthenobcm,  that  her  selfe  did  choke 

With  wilfull  chord,  for  wanting  of  her  will ; 

High-minded  Cleopatra,  that  with  stroke 

Of  aspes  stinff  her  selfe  did  stoutly  kill : 

And  Uiousanos  moe  the  lik^  that  did  that  dongeon  SSL 

Besides  the  endlesse  routes  of  wretched-thraUea*  I 

Which  thether  were  assembled,  dajr  by  day, 
From  all  the  world,  after  their  wofull  falles 
Through  wicked  pride  and  wasted  welthes  deeay. 
But  most,  of  all  which  in  that  dongeon  l&y. 
Fell  from  hig^h  princes  eourtes,  or  ladies  bowreei 
Where  they  in  ydle  pomp,  or  wanton  play. 
Consumed  nad  their  goods  and  tbrifUesse  bowrea. 
And  lasdy  thrown  themselyes  into  these  h&Kwj  stowivi. 

Whose  case  whenas  the  careful  dwarfe  had  tould. 
And  made  ensample  of  their  moumfull  sight 
Unto  his  maister ;  he  ne  lenger  would 
There  dwell  in  perill  of  like  painefull  plight. 
But  earely  rose ;  and,  ere  that  dawning  light 
Discovered  had  the  world  to  heaven  wyde, 
He  by  a  privy  poeteme  tooke  his  flight, 
That  of  no  envious  eyes  he  mote  be  sp^rde : 
For,  doubtlesse,  death  ensewd  if  any  nim  descryde. 

Scarse  could  he  footing  find  in  that  fowle  way. 

For  many  corses,  like  a  great  lay-stall, 

Of  murdred  men,  which  therein  strowed  lay 

Without  remorse  or  decent  funerall ; 

Which,  al  through  that  great  Frincesse  Pride  did  fall. 

And  came  to  s^amefull  end :  and  them  besyde, 

Forth  rvding  underneath  the  castell  wall, 

A  donghill  of  dead  carcases  he  spyde ; 

The  dreadftdl  spectacle  of  that  sad  House  of  Piyde. 
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FrofD  IftwlesM  lost  bj  wondrous  grtM 

Fajre  Una  to  releafft ; 
Wbome  Mirage  nation  does  adore* 

And  learaes  her  wUe  beheasL 

a  a  ship,  that  flyes  fayre  under  sayle, 
len  rocke  escaped  hath  unwares, 
f  in  waite  her  wrack  for  to  bewaile ; 
riner  jet  halfe  amazed  stares 
Q  WKt,  and  yet  in  doubt  ne  dares 
ftt  nis  foolhappie  oversight : 
3ly  is  distrest  twixt  ioy  and  cares 
»dles8e  oorage  of  this  Elfin  knight, 
:  e8capt  so  sad  ensamples  in  his  sight. 

L  he  was,  that  his  too  hastie  speede 
TC  Duess*  had  forst  him  leave  behind ; 
•t  more  sad,  that  Una,  his  deare  dreed, 
ith  had  Btaynd  with  treason  so  unkind ; 
rme  in  her  could  never  creature  find : 

•  his  love,  and  for  her  owne  selfe  sake, 
indred  had  from  one  to  other  Ynd, 

>r  to  seeke,  ne  ever  would  forsake  :  • 

r  unwares  the  fiers  Sansloy  did  overtake : 

ifter  Archimagoes  fowle  defeat, 
T  away  into  a  forest  wilde  ; 
aming  wrathful  fjre  to  lustfull  heat, 
^eastlv  sin  IhougHt  her  to  have  dcfilde, 
lade  the  vassal!  of  his  pleasures  vilde. 
»t  he  cast  by  treatie,  and  by  traynes, 

•  persuade  that  stubborn  fort  to  yilde ; 
eater  conquest  of  hard  love  he  gaynes, 
rorkes  it  to  his  will,  then  he  that  it  constrainci. 

fawning  wordes  he  courted  her  a  while ; 
ooking  lovely  and  oft  sighing  sore, 
>nstant  hart  did  tempt  with  diverse  cruile : 
ordes.  and  lookes.  and  sighcs  she  did  abhore ; 
k  of  diamond  stedfast  evermore. 
)r  to  fpcd  his  fvrie  lustfull  eye, 
atcht  the  vele  that  hong  her  face  before : 
zan  her  beautie  Bhrne  as  hrigbtest  skye, 
wmt  his  beast Jjr  hart  t  'enforce  her  chastitye. 
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So  when  he  saw  his  flattVing  aria  to  fajh. 

And  subtile  enjsines  bett  from  batteree ; 

TVith  greedy  wroe  he  gan  the  fort  asssjrle. 

Whereof  he  weend  possessed  soone  to  oe^ 

And  win  rich  spoile  of  ransackt  chastitee. 

Ah  heavens !  that  doe  this  hideous  aet  belioU» 

And  heayenlj  yirgin  thus  outraged  see, 

How  can  ye  yengeanoe  iust  so  long  withholdv 

And  hurle  not  flashing  flames  upon  that  Ptqrmni  boUf 

The  pitteous  majdcoi.  careftdL  oomfbrtlesse^ 
Does  throw  out  thrilling  shriekes,  and  shrieldiiif 
(Hie  last  yaine  helpe  of  wemens  greats  distiessaj 
And  with  loud  plamtes  impdrtuneth  the  skjes ; 
That  molten  starres  doe  drop  like  weeping  ^yes  i 
And  PhoBbus,  flying  so  most  shameftd  mgbt. 
His  blushinff  face  in  fomr  doud  imptyes. 
And  hydes  for  shame.    iVhat  witt  or  mortal  wijgiii 
Gan  now  derise  to  guitt  a  thrall  from  such  a  pUg^tF 

Etemall  Providence,  exceeding  thought, 
Whero  none  appeares  can  make  her  selfe  a  way  I 
A  wondrous  way  it  for  this  lady  wrought. 
From  lyons  clawes  to  plucke  the  gryped  pray. 
Her  shrill  outcryes  ana  shriekes  so  loud  aid  oray. 
That  all  the  woodes  and  forestes  did  resownd : 
A  troupe  of  faunes  and  satyres  far  away 
Within  ths  wood  wero  dauncing  in  a  rownd. 
Whiles  old  Sylyanus  edept  in  shady  arber  sownd : 

Who,  when  they  heard  that  pitteous  strained  yoice. 
In  haste  forsooke  their  rurall  merriment. 
And  ran  towardes  the  far  rebownded  noyce. 
To  weet  what  wicht  so  loudly  did  lament. 
Unto  the  place  they  come  incontinent: 
Whom  when  the  raging  Sarazin  espyde, 
A  rude,  mishapen,  monstrous  rablement, 
Whose  like  he  never  saw,  he  durst  not  byde ; 
But  got  his  ready  steed,  and  fast  away  gan  ryde. 

The  wyld  wood-^^ods,  arrived  in  the  place, 
There  find  the  virgin,  doolfull,  desolate. 
With  ruffled  raymcnts,  and  fayre  blubbred  face. 
As  her  outrageous  foe  had  left  her  late ; 
And  trembling  yet  through  feare  of  former  hate: 
All  stanc  amazed  at  so  uncouth  sight, 
And  gin  to  pittie  her  unhappie  state ; 
AU  stand  astonied  at  her  beautv  bn^s^t, 
la  their  rude  eyes  uuwortihy  oi  so  wol\]^  \^^^ 
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amnzd,  in  doable  dread  doth  dwell,  10 

'  tender  part  for  feare  does  shake : 
I  preedy  wolfe,  through  honger  fell, 
mb  far  from  the  flock  does  take,  . 
he  meanes  his  bloody  feast  to  make, 
yes  fast  running  towards  him, 
ent  pray  in  hast  he  does  forsaJce ; 
litt  m>m  death,  yet  quakes  in  eveiy  lim 
iDge  of  feare,  to  see  the  lyon  looke  so  grim. 

^fiill  fitt  assaid  her  trembling  hart ;  11 

to  speake,  no  ioynt  to  move,  she  had : 

re  nation  feele  her  secret  smart, 
ner  sorrow  in  her  count'nance  sad; 

rning  forheads,  with  rough  homes  yclad 

?k  horror,  all  asyde  doe  lay ; 

ly  grenning,  show  a  semblance  glad 

rt  her ;  and,  feare  to  put  away, 

kward-bent  knees  teach  her  humbly  to  obay. 

tfull  damzell  dare  not  yet  committ  12 

p  person  to  their  barbarous  truth  ; 

wixt  feare  and  hope  amazd  does  sitt, 

id  what  hamie  to  nasty  trust  ensu'th : 

rompassion  of  her  tender  3'outh, 

ier  of  her  beautie  soverayne, 

e  with  pitty  and  unwonted  ruth ; 

»ro8trate  upon  the  lowly  playne,  [fayno. 

!  her  feete,  and  fawne  on  her  with  count'nauce 

ts  she  ghesseth  by  their  humble  guise,  13 

les  her  to  extremitie  of  time  : 
he  ground  she  fearlesse  doth  arise, 
eth  forth  without  suspect  of  crime  : 
as  glad  as  birdes  of  ioyous  pryme. 
d  her  forth,  about  her  dauneing  round, 
,  and  sincring  all  a  shepheards  rynic  ; 
greene  braunches  at  rowing  all  the  ^xround, 
lip  her  as  queene  with  olive  girlond  crouuJ. 

lie  way  their  merry  pipes  they  sound,  ll 

he  woods  with  double  echo  ring ; 

I  their  homed  feet  doe  weare  the  ground, 

like  wanton  kids  in  pleasant  spring. 

ds  old  Sylvanus  they  her  bring ; 

th  the  noyse  awaked,  conmieth  out 

the  cause,  his  woakt*  steps  f^orcrmng 

^  JimbM  on  eyprease  stadfo  stout ; 

vijrrie  twyne  Im  waste  ia  girt  about. 
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Far  off  he  wanders  wluit  iliem  makes  ao  |^ad» 

Or  BacchuB  menj  fimit  iheT  did  inren^ 

Or  Cybeles  frantioke  rights  naye  made  them  madt  ^ 

They,  drawinf?  nigh,  nnto  their  god  present  ^J 

That  flowre  of  fa jth  and  heantie  excellent : 

The  ffod  himselfe,  Tewinff  that  nuRhoor  raie^ 

Stood  long  amaz'd,  and  homt  in  hia  intent: 

His  owne  fayre  Diyope  now  he  thinks  not  fiuro* 

And  Pholoe  fowle,  when  her  to  this  he  dodi  conijiriWi 

The  wood-borne  people  ML  before  her  flat^ 
And  worship  her  as  floddesse  of  tiie  wood; 
And  old  Sylyanns  seue  bethinkes  iko^  whst 
To  thinke  of  wight  so  fryre ;  but  gasmff  stood 
In  doubt  to  deeme  her  borne  of  earthly  orood : 
Sometimes  dame  Yenns  selfe  he  seemes  to  see; 
But  y  enus  never  had  so  sober  mood : 
Sometimes  Diana  he  her  takes  to  be ; 
But  misseth  bow  and  shaftes,  and  buskins  to  her 


By  yew  of  her  he  ginneth  to  revive  ^  If 

His  ancient  love,  and  dearest  Qyparisse ; 

And  calles  to  mind  his  pourtraiture  alive,  ^ 

How  fayre  he  was,  and  yet  not  fiiiyre  to  t\aa ; 

And  how  he  slew  with  ji^auncing  dart  amisse 

A  gentle  hynd,  the  which  the  lovely  boy 

Did  love  as  life,  above  all  worldly  blisse : 

For  griefe  whereof  the  lad  n'oula  after  ioy ; 

But  pynd  away  in  anguish  and  selfewild  annoy. 

The  wooddy  nymphes.  faire  Hamadiyades,  U 

Her  to  behold  do  thetner  runne  apace ; 

And  all  the  troupe  of  light-foot  Naiades 

Flocke  all  about  to  see  her  lovely  face : 

But,  when  they  vewed  have  her  heavenly  graces 

They  envy  her  in  their  malitious  mind. 

And  fly  away  for  feare  of  fowle  disgrace : 

But  all  the  oatvres  scotne  their  woody  kind, 

And  henceforth  nothing  faire,  but  her,  on  earth  tLe^  2nd. 

Gjad  of  such  lucke,  the  luckelesse  lucky  trbjI  U 

Did  her  content  to  please  their  feeble  eyes ; 

And  long  time  with  that  salvage  people  stajd. 

To  (gather  breath  in  many  miseries : 

During  which  time  her  gentle  wit  she  plyes, 

To  teach  them  truth,  which  v.'orshipt  her  in  vaine^ 

And  made  her  th'  image  of  idolatryes : 

But,  when  their  bootlesse  scale  she  did  rcstrayne 

Fivm  her  own  worship,  they  her  saae  ira^dViirofEship  fitya. 
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IllbiiaiielaiibUeirailikekiiight  20 

Bf  hut  occasion  to  that  forrQst  came 

lb  teeka  hia  kindrecL  and  the  Iignage  right, 

Trom  whence  he  tooKe  hit  wel-cbsanred  namex 

Be  had  in  annee  abroad  wonne  nmohell  fiune. 

And  fild  far  laada  with  n^orie  of  his  mi|^; 

lUbei  iaitiifbll,  true,  and  eniniy  of  shame. 

And  erer  lor'd  to  fi^t  for  hidies  rlg^t: 

Bat  in  Taine  fl^oriona  frajei  he  liUe  did  delifl^ 

A  aatgrres  ioone  ybome  in  foirest  wyld.  21 

Xtf  ateonflo  adTentare  as  it  did  betjde. 

And  there  oe^otten  of  a  Indj  myld, 

Xijn  nqrums,  the  danghter  of  Lsbryde; 

TM  waa  m  iamd  hana«  of  wedlodEe  tjde 

To  llierioot  a  looae^  unn^j*  awayne, 

HHio  had  won  loj  to  rannge  ue  foneat  wjde^ 

And  chaae  the  sahage  beast  with  bnsie  payne, 

Ihan  aerre  hia  ladies  lore*  and  waste  in  pieasares  Tajne. 


Ihefeilomemajd  did  with  lores  longing  bnmef  22 

And  eould  not  hudra  her  lorers  coDmaoy  s 

But  to  the  wood  she  goes,  to  senre  her  tome^ 

And  aed»  her  spoose,  that  from  her  stili  does  fly 

And  ibilowes  ot&r  gune  and  yeneiy : 

A  satyre  dunmst  her  wandring  for  to  finde : 

And*  Kindling  ccAbb  of  lost  in  brntiBh  ^e, 

The  kjall  linkes  of  wedlocke  did  imbinde. 

And  made  her  person  thrall  unto  his  beastJy  kind. 

8o  long  in  seriH  cabin  there  he  held  23 

Her  captive  to  Ids  sensuall  desvre; 

TQI  that  with  timely  fruit  her  belly  sweld. 

And  bore  a  boy  unto  that  salvage  syre : 

Then  home  he  sofired  her  for  to  retyre ; 

For  ranaome  leaving  him  the  late-borne  childe : 

Whom,  till  to  lyper  years  he  gan  aspyre, 

He  noDsled  up  m  life  and  maners  wilde. 

Smongst  wild  beastes  and  woods,  from  laws  of  men  cxiklc. 

For  an  he  taoght  the  tender  ymp,  was  but  24 

To  baniah  cowaidize  and  bastard  feare : 

His  trembling  hand  he  would  him  force  to  put 

Upon  the  lyon  and  the  rugt^d  beare: 

And  from  the  she^beares  teats  her  whelps  to  teare ; 

And  eke  wyld  rorinff  buls  he  would  him  make 

To  tame,  and  rwde  uieir  backes  not  made  to  beare  t 

^id  the  robncKes  in  flight  to  overtake: 

That  evem  hBtftibrfean  ofbim  did  By  and  quake. 
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Thereby  so  fearlesse  and  so  fell  he  srew,^ 

That  his  owne  sjrre  and  maister  of  ms  goise 

Did  often  tremble  at  his  horrid  rew ; 

And  oft,  for  dread  of  hurt,  woold  him  adrise 

The  angry  beastes  not  rashly  to  despise, 

Nor  too  much  to  proroke ;  for  he  would  lesme 

The  lyon  stoup  to  him  in  lowly  wise, 

(A  lesson  hard,)  and  make  the  libbard  steme  ^ 

Leave  roaring,  when  in  rage  he  for  rerenge  did  emu 

And,  for  to  make  his  powre  approred  more, 
Wyld  beastes  in  vron  yokes  he  would  compell; 
The  spotted  panther,  and  the  tusked  bore. 
The  pardale  swift,  and  the  ti^r^  cru^IL 
The  antelope  and  wolf,  both  hers  and  fell; 
And  them  constraine  in  equall  teme  to  draw. 
Such  icy  he  had  their  stubbome  harts  to  qneD* 
And  sturdie  coura^  tame  with  dreadfull  aw ; 
That  his  beheast  they  feared,  as  a  t}Tans  law. 

His  loving  mother  came  upon  a  day 
Unto  the  woodes,  to  see  her  little  sonne ; 
And  chaunst  unwares  to  meet  him  in  the  way. 
After  his  sportes  and  cnioll  pastime  donne ; 
When  after  him  a  lyonesse  did  ruiine, 
That  roaring  all  with  rage  did  lowd  requere 
Her  children  deare,  whom  he  away  had  wonne : 
The  Iron  whelpes  she  saw  how  he  did  bcare, 
And  lull  in  rugged  armes  withouten  childish  fcare. 

The  fearefull  dame  all  quaked  at  the  sight. 

And  turning  backc  gan  fast  to  fly  awa^v ; 

Untill,  with  love  reyokt  from  vainc  afi  right. 

She  hardly  yet  pers waded  was  to  stay. 

And  then  to  him  these  womanish  words  gan  say: 

"  Ah,  Satyrane,  my  dearling  and  m^y  io}', 

For  love  of  me  leave  off'  this  dreadtuU  play ; 

To  dally  thus  with  death  is  no  fit  to.y : 

Go,  find  some  other  play-fellowes,  mine  own  sweet  b< 

In  these  and  like  dehghtes  of  bloody  game 

He  traj'ned  was,  till  ryper  years  he  raught; 

And  there  abode,  whylst  any  beast  of  name 

Walkt  in  tliat  forrest,  whom  he  had  not  taught 

To  feare  his  force :  and  then  his  courage  haught 

Desvrd  of  forreine  foemen  to  be  knowne. 

And.  far  abroad  for  straunge  adventures  sought ; 

In  which  his  might  was  never  overthrowne; 

But  through  al  F&ery  lond  bia  fainoua  wot\\i'v«i&\:>\v: 
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9  it  waa  him  nunoer  (tire,  3 

.bcNin  tad  adrrataiea  spent, 

iBliTv  vood«  fi:>r  bi  irpaire^ 

rre  and  ofl^triDg  Binicirat 

tbrtlicT  (vmr  for  like  intent; 

■«arv*  the  finnst  Una  found, 

^,  to  mi  •tmnce  lisbiliment, 

e  Smljm.  whicii  her  «at  nfound. 

.  lore,  «kic&  frum  ber  eneet  lipB  did  redound. 


Mr  raiWou*  ivtdt  he  did  rompare, 
Btre.  Mid  Itpr  ud  KnToireB  row, 
Portsne.  which  such  troubU*  threw, 

make  proofc  cif  ker  FrnpJtr 
ume.  BO  hnrtJeAc  and  so  trew. 

W  kept  h*r  pwdlf  compaiiy, 
her  discipline  of  faiUi  and  rerity. 

r«  aeqaAiDtauDce  could  delight; 

re  heart  with  anf^uish  did  torment, 

witt  in  aecret  couoscU  spent, 

ipe.     At  lut  in  priiy  wiae 

•  whe  Bbewed  her  intent  i 

a  gain  such  favour,  gsn  dense. 

hat  pensive  maid  he  oest  might  thraice  ariM. 

,  when  satjre*  all  were  gone  S 

•errice  to  Sjlranus  old. 
rirpn,  left  behinde  alooe, 
f  with  corage  atout  and  bold, 
na  to  aatjTcs  to  be  told, 
■e  recover  her  againe ; 

■eekes  that.  faaTing.  canoot  bold. 

mrried  her  with  carefall  paine, 

tw  woods  are  past,  and  come  now  to  the  plune. 

put  DOW  of  the  Ungring  da}r  8 

Jd  had,  whenaa  the;  far  espide 

jtht  forwandring  by  the  way ; 

U  him  thej  gan  in  bast  lo  ride, 

TD^wes  that  did  abroad  bct.vde, 

of  her  knight  of  the  BedcrOBSC ; 

m  ipying  ^n  lo  tunie  aayde 

■  aKind,  or  for  «umc  feicucd  lease: 

ty  Ifci^r  cfaewe*  fait  liinanU  kiia  do  crosse. 
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A  silly  man*  in  simple  ireedss  fimrogne^ 

And  solid  with  dost  of  the  long  dried  we^f 

His  ssndales  were  with  toilsome  tnivell  tocMb 

And  face  all  tand  with  soorohing  simiif  r*^. 

As  he  had  traveild  manj  a  sommen  dar 

Through  hojling  sands  of  Arabia  and  Yndei 

And  in  his  handfa  laoobs  staflTe,  to  stejr 

His  weary  limbs  upon;  and  eke  bdiiiid 

His  scrip  did  hang»  in  which  his  needmsots  ba  did  bin 

Tbe  knight^  appzoaehinff  ni^^  of  lum  inqiiMd 
Tidings  of  warre,  and  of  adTentarea  new; 
But  warres,  nor  new  adTentnrea,  none  he  bariL 
Then  Una  gan  to  aske,  if  anght  he  knew 
Or  heard  abroad  of  that  her  champion  tnWf 
That  in  his  armour  bare  a  croslei  red. 
"Ay  me!  deare  dame,"  ouoth he,  ** wdl m^j I imr 
To  tell  the  sad  sight  which  mine  eiea  hare  ledf 
These  eies  did  see  that  Imight  both  living  and  eke  dei 

That  cruell  word  her  tender  hart  so  thrild. 

That  suddein  cold  did  ronne  through  eveiy  Taine^ 

And  stony  horrour  all  her  sences  fild 

With  djing  fitt,  that  downe  she  fell  for  paine. 

The  kmght  her  lightly  reared  up  againe. 

And  comforted  with  curteous  kind  reliefe : 

Then,  wonne  from  death,  she  bad  him  tellen  ^aine 

The  farther  processe  of  her  hidden  gride: 

The  lesser  pangs  can  beare,  who  ha&  endnrd  the  diii 

llien gan  the  pilgrim  thus;  " I  channst this  daj. 

This  fatall  day,  that  shall  I  ever  rew, 

To  see  two  knights,  in  travell  on  my  way, 

(A  sory  sight,)  arraung'd in  batteillnew. 

Both  breathing  ven^unce,  both  of  wrathfuU  hew 

My  fearefull  flesh  did  tremble  at  their  stzife. 

To  see  their  blades  so  greedily  imbrew. 

That,  dronke  with  blood,  yet  thristed  after  life :       £1 

What  more  P  the  Eedcrosse  knight  was  slaine  with  Pi 

"  Ah !  dearest  lord,"  quoth  she,  "  how  might  that  bee 
And  he  the  stoutest  knight,  that  ever  wonne  P^ 
"  Ah  I  dearest  dame,"  quoth  he,  "how  might  I  see 
The  thing,  that  might  not  be,  and  yet  was  donneP" 
"  Where  is,"  said  Satyrane,  "  that  Eaynims  sonne. 
That  him  of  life,  and  us  of  ioy,  hath  refte  P" 
"  Not  far  away,"  quoth  he,  "  he  hence  doth  wonne, 
Foreby  a  fountaine,  where  I  late  him  left  £ 

Waabmg  bis  bloody  wounds,  \]haV.  \!bxQQ^VSub  itubiS 
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irith  the  kniffbt  then  maivhed  forth  in  hast*  40 

I  Una,  with  huge  heavineflse  opprest, 
not  for  iorroir  follow  him  so  fast ; 
xme  ha  came,  as  he  the  place  had  gfaest, 
MS  that  Fsffan  proud  himselfe  did  rest 
ret  shadow  oy  a  foantaine  side; 

lie  it  was,  that  earst  would  haye  snpprest 

Una;  whom  when  Sat^rane  espide. 

foole  reprochfull  words  he  boldly  nim  defidei 

sid ;  "  Arise,  thou  cursed  miscreaunt,  41 

tiast  with  kni^tlesse  g^uile,  and  trecherons  train, 
kniffhthood  fowly  shamed,  and  doestraunt 
{ood  knight  of  the  Bedcrosse  to  hare  slain: 
and  witn  like  treason  now  maintain 
uilty  wrong,  or  els  thee  guilt.y  yield." 
aracin,  this  hearing,  rose  amain, 
satching  up  in  haste  his  three-square  shield 
hining  neunet,  soone  him  buckled  to  the  field ; 

drawing  nigh  him,  said;  "Ah !  misbom  Elfe,  42 

II  houre  thy  foes  thee  hither  sent 
lers  wrongs  to  wreak  upon  thy  selfe: 
1  thou  blamest  me,  for  nayiDg  blent 
ame  with  guile  and  traitcrous  intent: 
Rpdcroese  luiight,  perdie,  I  never  slew; 

ad  he  beenc,  where  erst  his  arms  were  lent, 
Lchaunter  vaine  his  errour  should  not  rew: 
lou  his  errour  shalt,  I  hope,  now  proven  trew." 


with  they  gan,  both  fnrious  and  fell,  43 

under  blowes,  and  fiersly  to  assaile 

other,  bent  his  enimy  to  quell ; 

with  their  force  they  perst  both  plate  and  maile, 

nadc  wide  furrowes  in  their  fleshes  fraile, 

it  would  pitty  any  living  cie: 

( floods  ot  blood  adowne  their  sides  did  raile ; 

.oods  of  blood  could  not  them  satisfie: 

hongred  i^Bter  death ;  both  chose  to  win,  or  die. 


% 


they  fight,  and  full  revenge  pursue,  4,1 

linting,  each  themselves  to  breathen  lett; 

ofVe  retreshed,  battell  oft  renue. 

lien  two  bores,  with  ranclin^  malice  mctt, 

'  gory  sides  fresh  bleeding  fiercely  firett ; 

reathlesse  both  themselves  aside  retire, 

re,  foming  wrath,  their  cruell  tuskes  they  whett, 

trample  W  earth,  the  whiles  they  may  respire; 

bmcke  to  £(ght  againe.  Dew  breBtbed  ai^  entire. 


Es]n(lo.  ho  pan  revive  the  memory 

Of  his  loud  lusta.  and  late  attempted  sin; 

And  lefto  the  doubtfull  battel  hastily, 

To  catch  her,  newly  oflrod  to  his  eie: 

But  8at3Tane,  witli  strokes  him  tumina:,  staid. 

And  stcmely  bad  him  other  business  pue 

Then  hunt  the  steps  of  piure  unspK)ttea  maid: 

Wherewith  he  al  enrag  d  these  bitter  speadiet 

"  O  foolish  fiteries  sonne,  what  fuiy  mad 
Hath  thee  incenst  to  hast  thir  doldfuU  fiiteP 
Were  it  not  better  I  that  huay  had 
Then  that  thou  hadst  repented  it  too  lateP 
Most  sencelesse  man  he,  that  himselfe  dodi  bat 
To  lore  another:  Lo  then,  for  thine  ajd* 
Here  take  thy  lowers  token  on  thy  pate. 
So  they  to  fight;  the  whiles  the  royall  majfd 
Fledd  farre  away,  of  that  proud  Fkiynim  toie  a 


But  that  false  pilgriin*  which  that  leasing  told 
Being  in  deed  old  AjNmimage,  did  stay 
In  s^n^  shadow  all  this  to  behcdd; 
And  much  reioiced  in  their  bloody  firay : 
But,  when  he  saw  the  damsell  paase  away» 
He  left  his  stond,  and  her  pursewd  apaoe^ 
In  hope  to  bring  her  to  her  last  dec«y. 
But  for  to  tell  her  lamentable  caoe. 
And  eke  this  battels  end.  will  neea  anotlker  pla 
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a^  CANTO  TIL 


r — 


Hm  IMcnMM  kalglii  li  eaptlrt  nuidt 
Bj  fxannt  prood  oppmt : 
^  Mnee  Artbnra  meetf  wfth  Unt  grMt- 

\S  with  thoM  Bcwcf  diftreit 

1^  WsAT  man  to  wise,  what  earlJi^  witt  so  wan^ 

As  to  diacrr  the  oraAy  cazming  traine, 
,   "Bf  which  Deceit  doth  maske  in  tisoot  fairer 
\    Am  east  her  ooloQn  died  deep  in  graine» 
\     To  seeme  like  Truth*  whose  tSas^  she  well  can  fiune. 

And  fitting  gestures  to  her  norpose  frame» 

The  gmltlesse  man  with  goije  to  entertaineP 
f^    Great  maistresse  of  her  art  was  that  fsJse  dams^ 

The  fidse  Dnessa,  doked  with  Fidessaes  name. 


I 


Who  when,  returning  from  the  dreiy  Night,  2 

She  found  not  in  that  perilous  Hous  of  fiyde, 

"Where  she  had  left  the  noUe  Bedcrosse  knight» 

Her  hoped  pray;  she  would  no  lenger  byde, 

But  forth  she  went  to  seeke  him  far  and  wyde. 

£rc  lonff  she  fownd,  whereas  he  wearie  sate 

To  rest  nim  selfe,  forebj  a  fountain  syde. 

Disarmed  all  of  .\ron-coted  plate; 

And  by  his  side  his  steed  the  grassy  forage  ate. 

Hee  feedes  upon  the  cooling  shade,  and  bayes  3 

His  sweatie  iorehead  in  the  breathing  wynd, 

Which  through  the  Ambling  leaves  full  gently  playes, 

Wherein  the  chearefoll  birds  of  sundry  kynd 

Doe  chaunt  sweet  musick,  to  delight  his  mynd : 

Ihe  witch  approching  gan  him  fayrely  greet, 

And  with  rvproch  ofcarelesneB  unkynd 

Upbraid,  for  leaving  her  in  place  unmeet. 

With  towle  words  tempring  faire,  soure  gall  with  hony  sweet . 

Unkindnesse  past,  they  gan  of  solace  treat,  d 

And  bathe  in  pleasaunce  of  the  iovous  shade, 

Which  shielded  them  against  the  boyling  heat. 

And,  with  greene  boughes  decking  a  gloomy  snadcy 

About  the  fountaine  like  a  girlond  made; 

Whose  bubbling  wave  did  ever  freshly  well, 

Ne  ever  would  through  fervent  summer  fade: 

The  sacred  nymph,  which  therein  fron^  to  direll^ 

Waj  oui  ofdXaDee/kror,  aa  it  then.  b&BslL 
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The  cause  wu  tihiB:  One  daj,  when  Phnbe  hjn 
With  all  her  band  was  following  the  cfaaoc. 
This  nymph,  quite  ^'d  with  hStii  of  soorcliing  agrnw 
Sat  downe  to  rest  in  middeet  of  the  race : 
The  f^xldesse  wroth  gan  fowhr  her  diMmoe» 
And  badd  the  waters,  which  from  her  aid  flow; 
Be  such  as  she  her  selfe  was  then  tm  place. 
Thenceforth  her  waters  wexed  dull  and  aiow; 
And  all,  that  drinke  thereof,  do  fkint  and  feeUe 

Hereof  this  gentle  knight  imweeimg  was; 
And,  lyinff  oowne  upon  the  sandie  grailev 
Dronke  of  the  streame,  as  deare  as  christaU  fl^: 
Eftsoones  his  manly  forces  gan  to  ftjle. 
And  mightie  strong  was  tumd  to  feeble  fnqrle. 
His  chaunged  powres  at  first  themselTei  not  &lt| 
Till  crudled  cold  his  oorage  gan  assayl^ 
And  cheareful  blood  in  n^tnea  ehifi  md  melt» 
Which,  like  a  ferer  fit,  throag^  aU  his  bodie  swclt 

Yet  goodly  court  he  made  still  to  his  dame, 

Poura  out  in  loosnesse  on  the  grassy  grownd. 

Both  carelesse  of  his  health,  and  of  his  fame: 

Till  at  the  last  he  heard  a  dreadfull  sownd. 

Which  through  the  wood  loud  bellowing  did  rebownd* 

That  all  the  earth  for  terror  seemd  to  shake. 

And  trees  did  tremble.    Th*  Elfe,  therewith  astown^ 

Upstarted  lightly  from  his  looser  make. 

And  his  unretidy  weapons  gan  in  hand  to  take. 

But  ere  he  could  his  armour  on  him  dight^ 

Or  gett  his  shield,  his  monstrous  enimy 

Wim  sturdie  steps  came  stalking  in  his  sight; 

An  hideous  ^aunt,  horrible  and  hye. 

That  with  his  tallnesse  seemd  to  threat  the  skye; 

The  ground  eke  groned  under  him  for  dreed: 

His  uving  like  saw  nerer  living  eye, 

Ne  durst  behold ;  his  stature  did  exceed 

The  hight  of  three  the  tallest  sonnes  of  mortall  seed. 

Hie  flpreateet  Earth  his  dnoouth  mother  was, 
And  olustring  .£olus  his  boasted  syre: 
Who  with  his  breath,  which  through  the  world  dotli 
Her  hollow  womb  did  secretJy  inspyre. 
And  fild  her  hidden  caves  with  stonnie  yre. 
That  she  conceiv*d;  and  trebling  the  dew  time. 
In  which  the  wombes  of  wemen  do  en»yre. 
Brought  forth  this  monstrous  masse  or  earUilj  alynie; 
PoA  up  with  emptie  wynd,  aadfiidinS^«Dxs2iiQtjB 


I  pnsonipcaoa  of  hb  inatciileMa  mtfit^ 

rres  aadluiigjhlliood  lie  did  Morae. 

'  nMchelh  to  thia  maa  Ibriome^ 

oHe;  Ub  ■*»»^riig  tfeeps  are  ■t^jda 

gy  oka.  whieh  ba  bad  torna 

oAcn  bowalla^  and  it  mada 

■aoi^  a^aewith  kia  fiMOMQ  ha  dimajdii 

d»kBiglithaapfd«.iiagaiiad?amioa  U 

fane  aiA  inadppoitaUa  majna, 
ea  him  with  dcaadftifl  fhi:^  pnmee; 
te,aad  AahopflaMw,  allmTma 
■ad  hattaua  to  darnqna, 

■la,  tttd  inwardly  diiaB«3rdei 

It  in  rnmy  iojnt  and  vijfiia, 
at  fraile  foontain,  iHiieh  him  feeUe  madfli 
Ir  aoald  b»  wadd  hif  boodflMO  liiiflto  bfaiaa. 

:  vtrooke  so  maynly  mercilesse,  12 

hare  oveithrowne  a  stony  towre ; 

it  DOC  b^renlr  ffraoe  that  did  him  bletBe* 

*De  pouldred  all,  as  thin  as  fiowre; 

»  wary  of  that  deadly  stowre, 

r  \eyt  from  ondeniealh  the  blow : 

ireduur  was  the  villeins  powie 

the  vinde  it  did  him  orerthrow, 

Btoond,  that  still  he  lay  fall  law. 


bat  direliah  yron  en^n^  wrooffht  13 

htrlL  and  framd  by  tunes  skiU, 
ly  nitre  and  qniek  sulphur  fraught, 

with  U^let  rovnd,  oraaind  to  kill, 
1  r\  re ;  the  heaTens  it  doth  fill 
finnj;  Doyse.  and  all  the  ayre  doth  choke, 

ran  breath,  nor  see.  nor  heare  at  will, 
tm  -ukirj'  cloud  of  duskish  stincking  smoke; 
ily  breath  him  daunts,  who  hath  escapt  the  stroke. 

d  when  the  geaunt  saw  the  knight,  14 

-  hand  he  beared  up  on  hye, 

'Aj  du«t  thought  to  hare  battred  quight, 

h<sa  Itiud  to  him  gan  crye ; 

<  *rtfi.'i:lt«>,  greatest  under  skye, 

thy  niortail  hand  for  ladies  sake ; 

2iy  Mkke.  and  doe  him  not  to  dye, 

luht  tlune  etemall  bondslave  make, 

ikij  voathj  maati  unto  thjrJeman  taka^** 


(Ml  TBM  WAWUM  QUJUUII. 


He  hearkned,  and  did  sti^  from  totibBr ! 

To  gayne  so  (toodly  gumbm  as  ahe  apilDB; 

So  willingly  the  came  into  his  annea. 

Who  her  as  willingly  to  graoe  cUd  taka. 

And  was  possessed  of  his  newfoond  majoe. 

Then  np  he  tooke  the  slombied  aeneeleaae 

And,  ere  he  could  oat  of  hia  swowne  awaikey 

Bjm  to  his  castle  brought  with  haatie  fime^ 

And  in  a  dongeon  doefge  him  threw  without  nmiaix 


From  that  day  forth  Daeasa  waa  hia  deaze^ 

And  highly  hcmonrd  in  his  hanghtie  eye. 
He  gave  her  gold  and  purple  pall  to  wearc^ 
And  triple  crowne  set  on  her  head  full  hye^ 
And  her  endowd  with  royall  maiestye: 
Then,  for  to  make  her  di^aded  more  i^men. 
And  peoples  hartea  with  awfull  terror  tye^ 
A  monstrous  beast  ybredd  in  filthy  fen  ^ 
He  chose,  which  he  had  kept  long  time  in 


Such  one  it  was,  as  that  renowmed  snake 

Which  great  Alcides  in  Stremona  slew. 

Long  fostred  in  the  filth  of  Lema  lake : 

Whose  many  heades  out-budding  ever  new 

Did  breed  mm  endlesse  labor  to  subdew. 

But  this  same  monster  much  more  ugly  was ; 

For  seven  great  heads  out  of  his  body  grew! 

An  vron  brest,  and  back  of  scaly  bras. 

And.  all  embrewd  in  blood  his  eyes  did  shine  as  glaa. 

His  tayle  was  stretched  out  in  wondrous  length. 
That  to  the  hous  of  hevenly  gods  it  raught; 
And  with  extorted  powre,  and  borrow'd  strength. 
The  ever  burning  lamps  finom  thence  it  braught. 
And  prowdly  threw  to  ground,  as  things  of  naug}it 
And  underneath  his  filthy  feet  did  tread 
The  sacred  thinges,  and  holy  heastes  foretaog^it. 
Upon  this  dreadfull  beast  with  sevenfold  heiul 
Me  sett  the  false  Duessa,  for  more  aw  and  dread. 

The  wofull  dwarfe,  which  saw  his  maisters  fall, 

(Whiles  he  had  keening  of  his  grasing  steed,) 

And  valiant  knight  become  a  cajrtive  thrall ; 

Wlien  all  was  past,  tooke  up  his  forlome  weed; 

His  mightie  armour,  missing  most  at  need ; 

His  silver  shield,  now  idle,  maisterlesse ; 

His  poynant  speare,  that  many  made  to  bleed; 

The  rueful  moniments  of  heavinesse; 

And  with  them  aU  depaxtea,  V>  idi\^  ^jmab^otenMa. 


-  uxxai,  X  leare,  mon 

Tlien  pan  the  dwarfo  the  whole 
Tlio  subtile  traiues  of  Arehinmt 
The  wanton  love8  of  false  Fide; 
Bought  with  the  blood  of  Tanqi; 
The  wretched  payre  transformc 
The  House  of  Piyde,  and  perillt 
The  combat,  which  he  with  Saa 
The  lucklesse  conflict  with  the  g 
Wherein  captivd,  of  life  or  deati 

She  heard  with  patience  all  unto 
And  strove  to  niaister  sorrowfoll 
Which  greater  grow,  the  more  sh 
And  almost  rent  her  tender  hart  i 
And  love  fresh  coles  unto  her  fire 
For  greater  love,  the  greater  is  th 
Was  never  lady  loved  dearer  day 
Then  she  did  love  the  knight  of  tl 
For  whose  deare  sake  so  many  tn 

At  last  when  fervent  sorrow  slake 
She  up  arose,  resolving  him  to  fin 
AUve  or  deaa ;  and  forward  forth 
All  as  the  dwarfe  the  way  to  her  i 
And  evermore,  in  constant  careful 
She  fedd  her  wound  with  fresh  re 
liOng  tost  with  e*r. — 


flBB  €feO  Ob  WOBUIUBS  niifiltl^ 
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lli»  irmrr  BghN, 
lor  to  aiDUB  tko  wwlrar  tiaui : 
I  mortall  libde  iUl  ooa^E<»ff 
Math,  jnevr^d  with  cnrioiis  iligbii, 
I  voe  baniaiit  flold;  and  luiacDe  ttnmg 
'  i;  and  bMUBd  with  A  goldea  toDg. 


ieMa0l»  horrid  an  wilfc  gold.  31 

M  brightMMO  and  gnat  terroar  Inedii 

cTBit  ft  dngm  cUd  caJbld 

Ee  pa««a»  aad  ovor  all  did  apndd 

viageas  lua dieadfall  hideouB liedd 

lod  OB  tao  bofor,  aeemd  to  tiuoir 

ag  aKiiith  bright  apareklea  fienr  vedd. 
iae  homor  to  fidnte  hartes  did  ahow, 
■f la  waa  atrateht  adoimo  hia  bac^  fim  low. 


opof  allhisloftiecreflt,  92 

>i  kearet  disoolourd  divenly. 

cled  pearle  and  ^old  full  richly  drest, 

and  «e«md  to  daunoe  for  iollity; 

alzooad  tree  ymounted  hye 

TTwne  Selinis  all  alone, 

'-•su  hnre  bedecked  daintily; 

itT  locks  do  tremble  every  one 

Lttle  breathy  that  under  hearen  is  bk>wne. 

e  ahield  all  eloaely  coTer*d  was,  33 

yf  mortall  eje  be  ever  scene ; 

of  ftteele,  nor  of  enduring  bras, 

ikhr  mettals  soon  consumed  beene,) 

iamond  perfect  pure  and  cleene 

ra0.  '^ne  maray  entire  mould, 

of  adamant  rocke  with  engines  keene, 

of  «pparc  it  never  porcen  could, 

diiefull  sword  dinde  the  substance  would. 

to  wi^ht  he  never  wont  disclose,  3t 

■3  m*  meters  hu^e  he  would  dismay, 

intHjuall  armies  of  his  foes, 

tie  ttrina  heavens  he  would  affrays 

f^^hne  shone  his  glistrin^  ray, 

bvL*  colden  face  it  did  attaint, 

cloud  hisbeames  doth  over-lay; 

CynthiA  wexed  pale  and  faynt, 

fx'Uot  is  atj^rod  with  nugicke  artf  constrainti 


-  ...  .V  o,.viia».  iiiai  cn'uenco  till 
For  he,  that  made  the  same,  was 
To  have  done  unu-h  more  admira 
It  ^lerlin  was,  whicli  ^vhvlome  d 
All  living  wightes  m  mijiht  of  mj 
Both  shield,  and  sword,  and  arm 
For  this  younj?  prince,  when  first 
But,  when  he  dyde,  the  Faery  Q 
To  Faerie  lond;  where  yet  it  maj 

A  gentle  youth,  his  dearely  loved 
His  speare  of  hebon  wood  behind 
Whose  harmeful  head,  thrise  hea 
Had  riven  many  a  brest  with  pikt 
A  goodly  person ;  and  could  mem 
His  stulibome  stetKl  with  curbed 
Who  under  him  did  trample  as  th 
And  chaufl,  that  any  on  his  backe 
The  yron  rowels  into  frothy  fome 

Whenas  this  knight  nigh  to  the  la 
With  lovely  court  he  gan  her  ente 
But,  when  he  heard  her  aunswers 
Some  secret  sorrow  did  her  heart 
Wliich  to  allay,  and  calme  her  stoi 
Faire  feeling  words  he  wisely  gan 
And,  for  her  humor  fitting  purpos* 
To  tempt  the  cause  it  selfe  for  to  I 


i 


^  1  *Mi  jovr  irriefe  w  wondriiua  irr>>&t  | 
Mv  cTMl  friiFfr  cTonolb  m  ray  ipriijht, 
kvIhMKjOuof  ^onr  Rorrowes  trwtt. 
•UUr.  kt  mr  ron  intn-te 
■Ml  dw  urwh  nf  roor  hnrt : 

m^vMft^  iht  greatest  Rmart ; 

OHv  Uf,  «bo  aritr  would  hia  hortfl  import." 

bL'  fMtb  ih«^  "  ^rcitt  KtieTc  vill  not  be  tould,    41 

■  MntMir  b«  tltouicht  thpn  mid." 

I  •\*  qonrh  b»  r  "  bat  lie,  Ihat  never  o-ould, 

*"«:  "iil  to  mJe^it  citM  prealest  aid." 

n*."  ijooib  *be.  "  do«  (irpaler  crow  displaid,        t 

I «  Sid  npilt  bfhip.  «nd  br«^  deopairp." 

wi<wi  not,    math  he.  "  whrrc  feith  is  staid." 

■<k H bat.' ijnolii  she.  "but  (t(«h  docs  pain?." 

> Mr tnpacr^"  quoth  lie.  "but  rcMOo  can  rep&iro." 

•%nM(M,  wad  wril-gmded  ipeaeh,  O 

fii  wttk  in  her  )iT«cions  tbou^bt, 
sprrmded  to  diwlone  the  breaf  b 

Iwt  lad  fortune  in  her  hart  bad  wronufht ; 
o:  "Fiire  sir,  I  hope  ROod  h»n  h»Te  brought 

Bqmr  the  aecrets  of  my  griete  ; 

jnu  wiiddine -pill  direct  my  tboni^ht; 

.nar  pmnewg  can  me  yield  reliefe ; 

MI  the  itory  nd,  wbidi  I  shall  tell  yon  brief. 

flcrae  mtidm.  whom  yoor  eie«  hare  Mens  4S 

rimj  «of  ke  of  Fortnnea  raockeries, 

*tlj  datiefat^T  of  a  king  and  queene, 

mntt  de»re  (irhilt*  equal  destinies 

»  sbciil.  and  their  feliciliei 

arabl*  hparcng  did  not  envy.) 

i  thfir  mlp  throuitb  all  the  tfrritories, 

htson  and  Eupbrale*  floweth  by, 

cna  golden  waves  do«  wash  continnallf . 

I  their  mull  enrted  enemy,  44 

treat  drwnm,  horrible  in  ligb^ 

M  loathly  lake*  of  Tartaiy, 

fdroos  rarinp,  and  deiouring  miRht, 

rdnne  apuild.  and  conntrey  irMt«d  quigbt, 

ra.  for  feare  into  his  iawes  to  fall, 

o  castle  stronff  to  take  their  flight  | 

■1  erobard  in  miiihty  braaen  wall, 

ga^mtawT  jean  beairgd  to  make  them  HaliiL 


\y  iiicli  tlyinc  Fame  throufrlK^ut  tl 
Of  doiitrlity  KTHirhts,  wlioni  Fary 
That  noble  order  higlit  of  Maiden 
Forthwith  to  court  of  Gloriane  I 
Of  Gloriane,  prcat  queene  of  glon 
Whose  kingdomes  seat  Cleopohs  i 
There  to  obtaine  some  such  redou 
That  parents  deare  from  tyrants  p 

*'  Yt  was  my  chaunce  (my  chauncc 
There  for  to  find  a  fresh  unproved 
Whose  manly  hands  imbrcwd  in  g 
Had  never  beene,  ne  ever  by  his  n 
Had  throwno  to  ground  the  unreg 
Yet  of  his  prowesse  proofe  he  since 
jT  witnes  am)  in  many  a  cruell  figl 
The  groning  ghosts  of  many  one  di 
Have  felt  the  bitter  dint  of  his  avci 

**  And  ye,  the  forlome  reliques  of  h 
His  biting  Sword,  and  his  devourii 
Which  have  endured  many  a  dread 
Can  speake  his  prowesse,  that  did  e 
And  well  could  rule;  now  he  hath  1 
To  be  the  record  of  his  mefidl  lossc 
And  of  my  dolefiill  disaventurons  d 
O  heavie  record  of  the  good  Kedcrc 
Where  have  ye  lefVvonr  InrH  fi»«* 
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oefordi  me  desolate  he  quite  fonooke.  50 

ider.  where  wilde  Fortune  would  me  lead, 

her  bywaies  he  himaelfe  betooke, 

9  never  foote  of  living  wiffht  did  tread, 

irouffht  not  backe  the  balefull  bodj  dc»d; 

ich  him  chaonoed  false  Dnessa  meete, 

onely  foe,  mine  onely  deadly  dread; 

with  her  witchcrafl,  and  misseeming  sweete, 

(led  him  to  follow  her  desires  unmeete. 

Bst,  by  subtile  sleights  sh»  him  betraid  61 

his  foe,  a  gyaunt  huge  and  tall; 

him  disarmed,  dissolute,  dismaid, 

ires  surprised,  and  with  miffhty  mall 

nonster  mercUesse  him  made  to  faU, 

le  faU  did  never  foe  before  behold: 

now  in  darkesome  dungeon,  wretched  thrall, 

Uilesse,  for  aie  he  doth  him  hold: 

is  my  cause  of  griefe,  more  great  than  maybe  told." 

ihe  had  ended  all,  she  gan  to  faint :  62 

le  her  comforted,  and  laire  bespake : 
•te«,  nmddme.  ye  have  great  cause  of  plaint, 
stoutest  heart,  I  weenc,  could  cause  to  quake. 
be  of  chcarc,  and  comfort  to  you  take ; 
till  I  have  acquit  ,vour  captive  kuight, 
re  your  selfe,  I  will  you  not  forsake." 
:hearefuU  words  revived  her  chearelesso  spright. 
>rth  they  went,  the  dwarfc  them  guiding  ever  right. 


CANTO  YIU. 


Faire  Tfrgin,  to  redevmc  her  deare, 

Bringd  Arthure  to  the  fight ; 
Who  slayes  the  gyaunt.  wounds  the  beafk. 

And  strips  Duessa  qnlghi. 

me,  how  many  perils  doc  enfold 

righteous  man,  to  make  Iiim  daily  fall, 

re  not  that  heavenly  fnco  doth  hini  uphold, 

[  stedfast  Truth  acquite  him  out  of  all! 

love  is  firmc,  her  care  continuaU, 
>fl  as  he,  through  his  own  foolish  pride 
weaknes,  is  to  sinfuU  bands  made  thrall : 
should  this  l^iedcrogse  knight  in  bands  have  dyde, 

whcme  deiiretimnoe  ehe  thh  prince  dotb  thetber  gliyd. 


...w^  .iio  04U11C,  uii  auinurcr  ot  tiis  ic 

lie  marched  forth  towardes  that  castle 
"Whose  crates  he  fownd  fast  shutt,  ne  Ir 
To  warde  the  same,  nor  answere  conim 
Then  tooke  that  squire  an  home  of  bup 
Which  hong  adowne  his  side  in  twisted 
And  tasselles  gay :  wyde  wonders  over 
Of  that  same  nornes  great  vertues  were 
Wliich  had  approved  bene  in  uses  man: 

Was  never  wight  that  heard  that  shrilli 
But  trembling  feare  did  feel  in  every  va 
Three  miles  it  might  be  easy  heard  arov 
And  ecchoes  three  answer 'd  it  selfe  aga: 
No  faulse  enchauntment,  nor  deceitfml 
Might  once  abide  the  terror  of  that  bla 
But  presently  was  voide  and  wholly  vaii 
No  gate  so  strong,  no  locke  so  firme  anc 
But  with  that  piercing  noise  flew  open  q 

The  same  before  the  geaunts  gate  he  bh 
That  all  the  castle  quaked  from  the  gro^ 
And  every  dore  of  free-will  open  flew. 
The  gyaunt  seUe  dismaied  with  that  so^ 
Where  he  with  his  Duessa  dalliaunce  foi 
In  hast  came  rushing  forth  frx>m  inner  b 
With  staring  countenance  steme,  as  one 
And  staggering  steps,  to  weet  what  sudd 


Mft«  grannt  buckled  him  to  fight. 
Ivilb  leonefatt  irratb  and  high  disd&ine. 
Ib|  tp  hif  dn«draU  cinb  od  hufbt. 
tlnb  nratd  Ri<ilfb««  and  knoCtip  ^Tviii«, 
^■itert  fini  nkcountcT  to  )u.ye  sloine. 


toklknglit  tAnHcniDe  so  htdeoiumiglit:  S 

■•■tK  MfcrtiRff  fnrknw  way. , 

JAiBMbef  hii  iiiixBymed  si^ht. 
kmni,  inil  witli  his  heavie  Hvajr 
nnOnl  IB  the  driren  elay. 
Mjtiika  de*pe  ■  furrow  up  did  throw : 
■■nlL««anded  irith  m  sore  anaj. 
■MfcOgncToua  nndpmcath  the  blow ;  [ghoic. 

■Ubg  wUh  iljviige  feate,  did  hie  an  prtluiuake 

■ddi^lW  lore,  in  wralhrall  mood,  9 

•lAc  goih  oT tni-irtall  SID?  is  beat. 
■Aki*  diundrine  dart  with  deadly  food. 
Bfamn.  and  imuuldrini:  drt'nmciit, 

impii  cloudes  nnJ  nii)lip!i  (iniiBment ; 

Magm  the  eauih,  caat«t  np  Bmoont  of  day. 

Ann  ekh,  n  faaried  in  the  grownd,  10 

i  *M  mrni  np  aeaine  to  li^t, 

:llie  kciigfat  hun  AtadrMitaKe  fownd; 

iWf  he  itrOTe  hia  combred  cmbbe  to  qnight 

tr  nnh.  with  blade  all  hnmin^  brinht 

t«ffki»  left  arme,  which  like  a  block 

to^mond  drpriT*d  of  Dative  mieht; 

nmn  of  blood  out  of  the  truDcked  stock 

iM,  like  fresh-wst«r  itreame  from  tivea  rocke. 

i  with  to  de«perat«  deadly  wonod,  11 

impatiCTit  of  aowonted  payne, 

kbned  with  beastly  yelliiiK  townd, 

ihe  Itfldo*  rebellowed  airaine ; 

■  Doyse  as  when  in  Crmbrian  plaine, 

of  billies,  whom  kindly  rage  doth  ating, 

be  milky  mother*  want  eomplaine, 

he  &'ldei  with  tronbloiu  bellowing ; 

Ukv  wcxnIm  Mrowad  with  boliow  murmiir  rina. 


The  proud  Duessa,  full  of  wrathfull  s] 
And  fiers  disdaine,  to  be  affronted  so. 
Enforst  her  purnle  beast  with  all  her  i 
That  stop  out  ot  the  way  to  overthroe 
Scorning  the  let  of  so  uneqiiall  foe : 
But  natnemore  would  Uiat  corageous  s 
To  her  yeeld  passage,  gainst  his  lord  to 
But  with  outrageous  strokes  did  him  r 
And  with  his  body  bard  the  way  atwixi 

l%eu  tooke  the  angrie  witch  her  golden 
Which  still  she  bore,  replete  with  magi« 
Death  and  despejnre  did  manv  thereof  s 
And  secret  poyson  through  their  inner  { 
Th'  etemall  Dale  of  hearie  wounded  hai 
Which,  after  charmes  and  some  enchaui 
She  Ughtly  sprinkled  on  his  weaker  part 
Therewith  his  sturdie  corage  soon  was  q 
And  all  his  sences  were  witn  suddein  drc 

So  downe  he  fell  before  the  cmell  beast. 
Who  on  his  neck  his  bloody  cIawcs  did  e 
That  life  nigh  crusht  out  of  his  panting  ' 
No  powre  he  had  to  stirre,  nor  will  to  ru 
That  when  the  carefull  knight  gan  well  a 
He  lightly  left  the  foe  with  whom  he  fou 
And  to  the  beast  gan  tume  his  enterorif 
For  wondrous  »nm»»-^  - 
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Rereat  he  roTed  for  exceeding  paine,  17 

TLat,  to  liaTe  beard,  ^at  horror  would  have  bred ; 
Axiil  scourging  th*  oniptio  ayre  with  his  long  trayne, 
Throuich  ^rreat  impatience  of  his  grieved  h^, 
Hi3  ^or^rcous  rydor  from  her  loflie  sted 
Would  have  ciut  downe,  and  trodd  in  durty  myre, 
Bad  not  the  gyaimt  soone  her  succoured ; 
Wlio,  al  enrag'd  with  smart  and  irantick  yrc, 
Came  hurtling  in  full  fiers,  and  forat  the  knight  retyre. 

The  force,  which  wont  in  two  to  be  disperst,  IS 

Xn  one  alone  left  hand  he  now  unites, 

"Which  is  ihroujrh  rage  more  strong  than  both  were  erst ; 

With  which  hw  hideous  club  aloft  he  dites. 

And  at  his  foe  with  furious  rigor  smites, 

*That  stronscst  oake  might  seeme  to  overthrow : 

The  stroke  upon  his  shield  so  hcavio  lites, 

That  to  the  ground  it  doubleth  him  full  low : — 

What  mortall  wight  could  ever  beare  so  monstrous  blow  r 

And  in  his  fall  his  shield,  that  ooyercd  was,  10 

Did  loose  his  vele  by  chaunce,  and  open  flew ; 

The  light  whereof,  that  hevens  light  did  pas, 

8uch  blazing  brightnesse  tlirough  the  ayer  threw, 

That  eye  mote  not  the  same  endure  to  vew. 

ANTiich  when  the  gj^aunt  spyde  with  staring  eye, 

lie  do«  ne  let  fall  his  arme,  and  soft  withdrew 

Hi3  w  capon  hu^c,  that  heaved  was  on  live 

If  or  to  have  slain  the  man,  that  on  the  ground  did  lyo. 

And  eke  the  fruitfull-headcd  beast,  amazd  2>) 

At  liuj<hin;^  beamed  of  tiiat  sunshiny  shield, 

Bt^-aiiie  stark  blind,  and  nil  hia  sences  dazd. 

That  clowne  he  tumbled  on  the  durtic  field, 

And  secnid  himaelfe  as  conquered  to  jaeld. 

AVb'»m  when  hiH  mnistresae  proud  perceiv'd  to  fall, 

AVliiifS  yet  his  feeble  feet  for  faintnesse  reeld. 

Unto  th'.*  ^'jaunt  lowdlv  she  gan  call ; 

**  O !  heliM?,  OrgogUo ;  hclpo,  or  els  we  perish  all." 

At  her  so  pitteous  cry  was  much  amoov'd  21 

JlvT  champion  stout ;  and,  for  to  ayde  his  frend, 

At'aine  his  wonted  angr>'  wt»apon  proov'd, 

Hut  all  in  vaine:  for  he  has  redd  his  end 

In  that  bright  shield,  and  all  their  forces  s^H^nd 

Themselves  in  vaine :  for,  since  that  glauncing  sight. 

He  hath  no  powre  to  hurt,  nor  to  defend. 

As  where  th  Almighties  Yightn'wfir  hrond  doea  lii^ht 

It  ^^mmem  the  dazed ejren,  andd&uuta  the  SCDCCa  quight. 


i 


I 


By  subtile  engins  and  malitious  sliglit 
Is  undermineci  from  tlie  lowest  i^rounc 
And  her  foundation  forst,  and  feebled 
At  last  dovvne  fallos  ;  and  with  her  hea 
Her  hastio  mine  does  more  heavie  mai 
And  yields  it  selfe  unto  the  Tictours  mi 
Such  was  this  syaunts  fall,  that  seemd 
Tiie  stedfast  gbbe  of  earth,  as  it  for  fe; 

The  knight  then,  lightly  leaping  to  the 
With  mortall  Steele  him  smot  againe  s< 
That  headlesse  his  unweldy  bodie  lay, 
All  wallowd  in  his  owne  fowle  bloody  { 
Which  flowed  from  his  wounds  in  wonc 
But,  soone  as  breath  out  of  his  brest  di 
That  huge  great  body,  which  the  gyaui 
Was  Tanisht  quite ;  and  of  that  monstr 
Was  nothing  iefl,  but  like  an  emptie  bl 

Whose  grieTous  fail  when  false  Duessa 
Her  golden  cup  she  cast  unto  the  groui 
And  crowned  mitre  rudely  threw  asydc 
Such  percing  ffriefe  her  stubborne  nart 
That  she  couia  not  endure  that  dolefull 
But^  leading  all  behind  her,  fled  away : 
The  light-foot  squyer  her  quickly  tumd 
And,  by  hard  meanes  enforcing  her  to  \ 
So  brought  unto  his  lord,  aii  Hia  HAaprv« 
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lilt  frethbuddofTertaeBpringiDgflM  27 

beve Mid ejiBB  mw nigh untoDeiUiiB  doie^ 

.th  poore  virgin  for  sooh  perill  past 

ith  yon  to  reward  P    Aooept  thereforo 

le  aelfe,  and  aeryioe  erermore. 

that  high  does  ait^  and  all  things  see 

ludl  eye,  their  merites  to  restore, 

:hat  ye  this  da^  have  done  for  mee ; 

It  I  cannot  quite,  reqnite  with  usurje  I 

h  the  heavens,  and  vonr  faire  handeling,  28 

ide  yon  master  of  the  field  this  day ; 

tone  maister  eke  with  governing, 

1  be^onne,  end  all  so  well.  I  pray ! 

int  wicked  woman  scape  away ; 

it  is,  that  did  my  lord  Dethrall, 

est  lord,  and  deepe  in  doDgeon  hnr ; 

le  his  better  dayes  hath  wasted  all : 

how  piteous  he  to  yon  for  ay d  does  call  I" 

h  he  sare  in  charge  unto  his  squjTe,  29 

rlet  wnore  to  keepen  carefully ; 

le  himselfe  with  grcedie  great  desyre 

castle  entred  forcibly, 

ving  creature  none  he  did  espye : 

1  he  loudly  through  the  house  to  call; 

lan  car'd  to  auswere  to  his  crye : 

ignd  a  solemne  silence  over  ail ; 

e  was  heard  nor  wight  was  scene  in  bowre  or  hall  I 

riih  creeping  crooked  pace  forth  came  30 

Id  man,  with  beard  as  white  as  snow ; 

a  stafie  his  feeble  steps  did  frame, 

de  his  weario  ipte  both  too  and  fro ; 

tye -sight  him  lay  led  long  ygo : 

LIS  arme  a  bounch  of  keyes  he  bore, 

3h  unused  rust  did  overgrow : 

?re  the  keyes  of  every  inner  dore ; 

raid  not  Uiem  use,  but  kept  them  still  in  store. 

uncouth  sight  was  to  behold,  81 

did  fashion  liis  untoward  pace ; 
e  fon^ard  moov'd  his  fuotmg  old, 
rard  still  was  turnd  his  wriucled  face  i 
3  men,  who  ever,  as  they  traces 
t  and  lace  one  way  are  wont  to  lead. 
\  the  auncient  keeper  of  that  place^ 
er  father  of  tba^y^aunt  dead; 
fJgBuuv  didlus  nature  right  aresd. 


t 

k 


-^t  timitt  not  tell;  do  ever 

Tlien  asked  lie.  which  way 
JI<  could  not  tell,  atraine  li» 
Thereat,  the  euurteous  kni; 
And  said ;  "  Old  syre,  it  se» 
How  ill  it  sits  with  that  sai 
In  vaine  to  mocke,  or  mock 
But  if  thou  be,  as  thou  art  p 
"With  Natures  pen,  in  a^es  4 
Aread  in  graver  wise  what  I 

His  answere  likewise  was,  S^ 
Whose  seneeless  speach,  and 
Whenas  the  noble  prince  had 
He  ghest  his  nature  by  his  co 
And  calm'd  his  wrath  with  go* 
Then,  to  him  stepping,  from  h 
Those  keyes,  and  made  himsel 
Each  dore  he  opened  without 
There  was  no  barre  to  stop,  n< 

Hiere  all  within  full  rich  aray 
With  royall  arras,  and  resplen 
And  did  with  store  of  every  tl 
That  greatest  princes  presence 
But  all  the  floore  (too  filthy  U 
With  blood  of  c^lil^l'**""^  ^ 
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^  erery  rowme  he  sought,  and  ererie  bowr*  37 

>  where  could  he  find  tfikt  woful  thralL 
.  he  came  unto  an  yion  doore 
lat  was  iockt ;  but  key  found  not  at  all 
pit  that  bounch  to  open  it  withall ; 
the  same  a  little  orate  was  pight, 
aph  which  he  sent  his  Tojrce,  and  lowd  did  call 
ill  his  powre,  to  weet  if  living  wight 
hoosed  therewithin«  whom  he  enhtfgen  might. 

Rrith  an  hollow,  dreary,  murmuring  royce  38 

pitteous  plaintes  and  dolours  did  resound ; 

fho  is  that,  which  brings  me  happy  choyce 

ith,  that  here  hre  dring  every  stound, 

re  perforce  in  balerall  darknesse  bound?  ^ 

>w  three  moones  hare  changed  thrice  their  hew* 

ave  been  thrice  hid  underneath  the  ground, 

L  the  hearens  chearefiill  face  did  Few: 

some,  thou,  that  doest  of  death  bring  ty dings  trew! 

1  when  that  champion  heard,  with  perdng  point     39 

ty  deare  his  hart  was  thrilled  sore ; 

rembling  horrour  ran  through  every  ioynt 

ith  of  gentle  knight  so  fowle  forlore : 

n  shaking  off,  he  rent  that  jron  dore 

furious  force  and  indignation  fell ; 

e  entrod  in,  his  foot  could  find  no  flore, 

U  a  deepe  descent,  as  dark  as  hell, 

wreathed  ever  forth  a  filthie  baneful  smelL 

either  darkenesse  fowlo,  nor  filth.y  bands,  40 

oyous  smell,  his  purpose  could  withhold 

*e  afieotion  hatetn  nicer  hands,) 

bat  with  constant  zele  and  corago  bold, 

long  paines  and  labors  manifold, 

und  the  meanes  that  prisoner  up  to  reare ; 

le  feeble  thighes,  imaole  to  uphold 

ined  corse,  him  scarse  to  light  could  beare ; 

full  spectacle  of  death  and  ghastly  drero. 

ad  dull  eies,  deepe  sunck  in  hollow  pits,  41 

I  not  endure  th'  unwonted  sunne  to  view; 

are  thin  cheekes  for  want  of  better  bits, 

jmpty  sides  deceived  of  their  dew, 

I  make  a  stony  hart-  his  hsp  tb  rew ; 

awbonc  armes,  whose  mighty  brawned  bowrs 

i  wont  to  rive  8tee]e  plates,  and  helmets  hew, 

dene  oonsum  'd;  and  all  his  vitall  powres 

//  andalluB  £eeh  ehronk  up  like  i^ithered  flowret. 


.  ., .  v»i  Miit'  yo  thus  htT( 
And  this  niissfoiiiinff  hew  youi 

"  But  w('l('(^nio  now,  my  lord,  i 
AVhoso  pn'SfTR'c  1  liavo  lackt  tc 
And  i'ye  on  Fortune  mine  avow 
Whose  wrathful  wreakes  tliems 
And  for  those  wronpes  shall  tro 
Of  treble  jrood  :  goo<l  prowes  of 
Tlic  chearlese  man,  whom  sorrow 
Had  no  delijrht  to  treaten  of  his 
His  Ions  endured  famine  needed 


M 

« 


Faire  lady,"  then  said  that  ricti 
Tlie  things,  that  priovous  were 
Them  to  renew,  I  wote,  breeds  n« 
Best  musicke  breeds  delipht  in  loi 
But  th'  only  pood,  that  growes  of 
Is  to  be  wise,  and  ware  of  like  age 
This  daies  cnsaniple  hath  this  less 
Deepe  written  in  my  heart  with  y 
J%at  blUse  map  not  abide  in  state 

"  Henceforth,  sir  knipht,  take  to  3 
And  maister  these  mishaps  with  p 
Ix)e,  where  your  foe  lies  stretcht  11 
And  lo,  that  wicked  woman  in  yoi 
The  roote  of  all  your  care  and  wrr 
If ow  in  f'^"-  -  - 


[wMaluw^thsrbkld, 

of  hoaonLb  eid. 

•r  with  scaTfo  and  filthj  scald ; 

rher  TOttett  gammes  were  feld, 

bnsth  abhoTnioablT  smeld : 

,  Wkc  bUdders  Is^lcia^  wind. 

Id  filth/  iaftlt?r  from  them  weld ; 

B.  ai  rODich  u  mnpls  rind. 

thai  would  hare  loalbd  oji  woataukiod. 

rta,  tl>e  ahame  of  all  her  kiad. 

■•  fbr  ahaine  doth  bliuh  to  wTil«: 

{•  ■!>«  growing  tad  beliind 

<th  deog  all  fowly  dight  i 

lie  mott  moMtroua  were  in  sight ; 

a  WW9  like  an  esfclHs  elsw, 

Janata  armd  to  greed;  fight ; 

1  b«ara  uneven  paw : 

•e  j«t  oerer  iiriag  creatTtre  saw. 

e  kniahl<  beheld,  amazd  they  were 
t  90  f'>wle  deformed  wiaht. 
■id  TJiu-  "  as  she  seemeth  here, 
of  Falsehood  ;  iiuch  the  sight 
a.  when  her  borrowed  Ught 
id  oonnterfeMUore  boowne." 
■  had  the  wilch  disrobed  quight, 
ijr  Trature  open  sliowne. 
e  at  will,  and  wander  waiea  unknown?. 

t  from  hearena  hat«d  !aae, 

'orid  that  her  dijcovertd  wide, 

tfull  wildemeese  apaet.', 

I  iter  open  RhaniP  to  hide ; 

cki  and  carea.  long  unespjd^?. 

rew  of  knisbts.  and  Una  faire, 

le  aft^nrarda  abid?. 

»en.  and  weair  powres  repoire ; 

!f  fownd  of  al,  that  dainty  waa  and  rare. 


O !  OOOPLT  poldt'n  cha yiu\  w 
The  vortues  linkeil  arc  in  love 
And  n(»l)lo  mindos  I'f  y«in'  ally 
In  bravo  poursuitt  c»f  i-licvalr«) 
That  none  did  others  safety  di 
Nor  aid  envy  to  biin.  in  need  t 
But  friendly  each  did  others  p: 
How  to  advaunce  with  favoiira 
Ab  this  good  prince  rcdei^nid 


"Who  when  their  powres.  empa 
With  dew  repast  they  had  reci 
1  And  tliat  weake  captive  wipht 

'I  Them  hst  no  lenper  there  at  let 

But  for^iard  fare,  aa  their  adve 
But.  ere  they  parted,  I'na  faire 
That  Btraunger  knitrht  his  nanit 
Jjeast  80  lorreat  ti^ood,  els  he  for  h 
Should  die  unknown,  and  burie 

"  Faire  vinrin,"  said  the  prince, 
A  thing  Tiithout  the  comnas  of: 
For  both  the  lignage,  ana  the  C( 
From  which  I  sprong,  from  me< 
For  all  80  Hoone  as  life  did  me  s 
Into  this  world,  and  shewed  he^ 
From  mother's  pap  I  taken  was 


ram  f  abus  qraun,  85 

"Thefliflr  the  great  iMgiflian  Mtriiin  earner  5 

As  wu  his  nee*  ofttiiiies  to  Tieilt  mee; 

For  he  had  chiizip  my  diieipliiie  to  iSniiiie, 

And  taton  nountare  to  orenee. 

Him  oft  and  oft  I  aakt  in  prin^. 

Of  what  loines  and  what  hgnage  I  did  apring^ 

"Whoee  annaweie  bad  ma  rail  aanired  beot 

That  I  waa  aonne  and  heiie  unto  a  king. 

Aa  time  in  her  xnit  term  the  troth  to  light  ahould  bring." 

**  WeIl«wor^impe,''aaid  then  the  lady  genty  6 

**  And  pnpQ  fitt  fbr  aboh  a  totofs  hand ! 

Bat  what  adTeaturep  or  what  lugh  intent, 

Hath  brooi^t  joa  hether  into  fary  lai^ 

Aiead,  Prinoe  Arthnrau  orowne  of  maartiall  bandP^ 

**  Full  haid  it  ia,"  quoth  he,  "  to  lead  aright 

Hie  oomae  of  heamly  oanae^  or  understand 


Hie  aeeret  meaning  oFth'  Etemall  Might.  fwight. 

That  ndea  maoa  waiea,  and  ralea  the  thoughts  of  liying 

"For  whether  He^  through  fiitaldeepefbreeifl^  ? 

Me  hither  sent,  for  oanse  to  me  nng^iest ; 

Or  that  fresh  bleedinfi[  woond,  which  day  and  night 

Whilome  doth  ranele  m  my  riren  brest, 

With  forced  fury  following  his  behest, 

Me  hether  brought  by  wayes  yet  never  fomid ; 

Yon  to  have  helpt  I  Hold  mysi^yet  blest." 

**  Ah !  eonrteons  knifi[ht,'*  quoth  she,  "  what  secret  wound 

Could  ever  find  to  gneve  me  gentlest  hart  on  ground  ?'* 

" Deare  damcL"  qnoth  he,  "yon  sleeping  sparkes  awake,    8 

Which,  troubled  once,  into  nnge  flames  wUl  grow; 

Ne  ever  will  their  fervent  fnrv  slake. 

Till  living  moisture  into  smoke  do  flow, 

And  wasted  life  doe  lye  in  ashes  low. 

Yet  sithens  silence  lesseneth  not  my  fire, 

Bnt^  told,  it  flames ;  and,  hidden,  it  does  glow; 

I  will  levele  what  ye  so  much  desire : 

Ah!  Love,  lay  down  thy  bow,  the  whiles  I  may  respyre. 

**  It  was  in  fi^hest  flowre  of  y oathly  yeares,  9 

When  corafle  first  does  creepe  in  manly  chest; 
Then  first  that  cole  of  kindly  heat  appeares 
To  kindle  love  in  eveir  living  hrett : 
But  me  had  wamd  old.  Timons  wise  behest, 
Those  creeping  flames  by  reason  to  snbdew. 
Before  ihariagegrew  to  bo  great  unrest, 
At  miaenble  Jarera  UMed  to  rew, 

WiiebstiUwmKMin  woe,  whilee  woe atiU  wexeth new. 
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"  That  jdle  Dame  of  lore,  and  lovers  life,  II 

Aa  losse  of  time,  and  vertnes  enimy, 

I  ever  scom'd,  and  ioyde  to  stirre  up  strife^ 

In  middest  of  their  moomfuU  tragedy; 

Ay  wont  to  laugh,  when  them  I  heard  to  cjj. 

And  blow  the  fire,  which  them  to  ashes  brent ; 

Their  god  himselfe,  grievd  at  my  libertie, 

Shott  many  a  dart  at  me  with  ners  intent; 

But  I  them  warded  all  with  waiy  goremment. 

''  But  all  in  Taine ;  no  fort  can  be  so  strong,  D 

Ne  fleslily  brest  can  armed  be  no  sownd. 

But  will  at  last  be  wonne  with  battrie  long. 

Or  unawares  at  disadvantage  fownd : 

Nothing  is  sure  that  growes  on  earthly  grownd. 

And  who  most  trustes  in  srmo  of  fleshly  mighty 

And  boastes  in  beauties  chaine  not  to  be  bovi-nd. 

Doth  soonest  fall  in  disaventrous  fight. 

And  yeeldes  his  caytive  neck  to  victours  most  dcspight 

"  Ensample  make  of  him  your  haplessc  ioy,  U 

And  of  my  selfe  now  mated,  as  ye  see ;  ^ 

"Whose  prouder  vaunt  that  T>roud  avenging  boy 

Did  soone  pluck  downe,  ana  curbd  my  libertee. 

For  on  a  day,  priekt  forth  with  iolHtee 

Of  looser  life  and  heat  of  hardiment, 

Banning  the  forest  wide  on  courser  free. 

The  nelcb,  the  floods,  the  heavens,  with  one  consent, 

Did  seeme  to  laugh  on  me,  and  favour  mine  intent. 

*'  Forwearied  with  my  sportes,  I  did  alight  13 

From  loftie  steed,  and  downe  to  sleepe  me  layd : 

The  verdant  gras  my  couch  did  goodly  dight. 

And  pillow  was  my  helmett  fayre  displayd : 

"Whiles  every  sence  the  humour  s^  eot  enibayd. 

And  slombnng  soft  mv  hart  did  steale  away. 

Me  seemed,  by  my  side  a  royall  mayd 

Her  daintie  limbes  full  sof\ly  down  did  lay : 

So  fayre  a  creature  yet  saw  never  sunny  day. 

*•  Most  goodly  glee  and  lovely  blandishment  U 

She  to  me  made,  and  badd  me  love  her  deare; 

For  dearely  sure  her  love  was  to  me  bent. 

As,  when  iust  time  expired,  should  api>eare. 

But,  whether  dreames  delude,  or  true  it  were. 

Was  never  hart  so  ravisht  with  delicht, 

iVie  hving  man  like  wordes  did  ever  heare« 
As  she  to  mo  delivered  all  thai  u\g)cLt ; 
And  at  ber  parting  8aid,  slie  Queene  oi^'Evne^Vj^i^^;^ 
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ror  mni  to  be  yet  weake  and  Wi 

So  SB  they  traveild.  lo  !  tliev  par 
An  amiecl  knivrht  towanls  tliem  , 
Tliat  seemed  from  some  feared  fc 
Or  other  griesly  thini?.  that  liim  ; 
Still,  aa  he  Hedd.  his  eye  was  bae 
\  As  if  his  fearc  still  followed  him  1 

f  Als  flew  his  steed,  as  he  his  bandi 

*  And  with  his  winped  heeles  did  tr 

As  he  had  been  a  fole  of  Pegasus  1 

Niffh  as  he  drew,  he  misht  perceiv 
lohe  unarmd.  and  enrld  uneombe 
Upstarinfr  stiffe,  dismaid  with  uncc 
Kor  dro^  of  blood  in  all  his  face  ap 
Nor  life  in  limbe ;  and  to  increase  1 
In  fowle  reproach  of  knighthoodes  j 
About  his  neck  an  henii>en  rope  he 
That  with  his  glistring  armes  does  i 
Bat  he  of  rope,  or  armes,  has  now  i 

The  Sedcroflse  knight  toward  him  ( 

To  wcet  what  mister  wight  was  so  c 

'  There  him  he  Andes  all  senceless  an 

That  of  himselfc  he  secmd  to  be  afr 

Whom  hardly  he  from  flying  forwai 

TKU  he  these  wordea  *^  ^'— 
it  a:.  ■* 
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""For  €U>dBdeflreloTe,nrkiiiffht,  doemenotfltaji         25 

For  loe !  he  comes,  he  oomes  fast  after  mee ! 

Eft  looking  back  would  &ine  hare  ranne  away : 

Bat  he  him  font  to  stay,  and  tellen  finee 

The  secrete  cause  of  his  perplexitie : 

Tet  nAthemore  hr  his  bold  nartie  soeach 

Coold  his  blood-trosen  heart  embolaned  bee, 

Bat  through  his  boldnes  rather  feare  did  reach ;  ^ 

Yett,  forat,  at  last  he  made  through  silence  suddein  breach : 

**  And  am  I  now  in  safetie  sore/'  quoth  he,  2& 

**  From  him,  that  would  hare  forced  me  to  dyeP 

And  is  the  point  of  death  now  tumd  fro  mee. 

That  I  may  tell  t^  haplesse  history  ^" 

**  Fear  nomrht,"  quoth  he,  "  no  daunger  now  is  nye," 

"  Then  shall  I  you  recount  a  ruefull  cace," 

Said  he,  "the  which  with  this  unlucky  eye 

I  late  beheld ;  and,  had  not  greater  grace 

Me  reft  from  it,  had  bene  partaker  of  the  place. 

"  I  lately  chaunst  (would  I  had  never  chaunst !)  27 

With  a  fayre  knight  to  keepen  companee, 

Sir  Terwin  hight,  that  well  himselfe  advaunst 

In  all  afiayres,  and  was  both  bold  and  free ; 

But  not  so  happy  as  mote  happy  bee : 

He  lov'd,  as  was  his  lot,  a  laay  gent. 

That  him  againe  lov*d  in  the  least  degree ; 

Tot  she  was  proud,  and  of  too  high  intent. 

And  ioy d  to  see  her  loyer  languisn  and  lament : 

"  From  whom  retouming  sad  and  comfortlesse,  28 

As  on  the  way  together  we  did  fare, 

We  met  that  villen,  (God  from  him  me  blesse !) 

That  cursed  wight,  from  whom  I  scapt  whylearc, 

A  man  of  hell,  that  calls  himselfe  Despayre; 

Who  first  us  greets,  and  after  fayre  areedes 

Of  tydinfires  straunge,  and  of  adventures  rare : 

So  creeping  close,  as  snake  in  hidden  weedes. 

Inquireth  of  our  states,  and  of  our  knightly  deedes. 

"  Which  when  he  knew,  and  felt  our  feeble  harts  29 

Embost  with  bale,  and  bitter  byting  griefe, 
Which  Love  had  launched  with  his  deadly  darts ; 
With  wounding  words,  and  termes  of  foule  repriefe, 
He  plnckt  from  us  all  hope  of  dew  rcliefe. 
That  erst  us  held  in  love  of  lingring  life : 
Then  hopelesse,  hartiesso,  pan  the  cunning  thicfe 
"Penwade  us  dye,  to  stint  all  further  SitrKa ; 
To  me  he  lent  tiua  rope,  to  him  a  rusty  knife  • 
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"  'Witih  which  sad  instmment  of  hasty  death* 
That  wofull  loTer  loathina  lenger  lights 
A  wyde  way  made  to  let  forth  living  breath. 
But  I,  more  fearfull  or  more  lucky  wiffht» 
Diamayd  with  that  deformed  dismall  sights 
Fledd  faste  away,  half  dead  with  diying  feare; 
Ne  yet  aMur*d  of  life  h^  you,  sir  knight. 
Whose  like  infirmity  liice  chaunoe  m^y  heara: 
But  God  you  never  let  his  charmed  speachM  heanl 

"  How  many  a  man,"  said  he,  "  with  idle  speadi 
Be  wonno  to  spoyle  the  castle  of  his  health  P" 
"  I  woto,"  quoth  he,  **  whom  triaU  late  did  tenths 
That  like  woul.l  not  for  all  this  worlds  wealth. 
His  subtile  tong,  like  dropping  honny,  mealt'h 
Into  the  heart,  and  searcheth  eveiy  vaine ; 
That,  ere  one  be  aware,  by  secret  stealth 
His  powre  is  reft  and  weaknes  doth  remaine. 
O  never,  sir,  desire  to  try  his  guilefull  trainef* 

"Certes,"  sayd  lie,  **  hence  shall  I  never  rest. 

Till  I  that  treaeliours  art  have  heard  and  tryde: 

And  you,  sir  knitrht,  whoiie  name  mote  I  request^ 

Of  grace  do  mo  unto  hi."*  cabin  gayde." 

"I,  tliat  hi^lit  Trevisan,"  quoth  be,  **  will  lyde. 

Against  my  likinir,  backe  to  do  you  grace: 

But  not  for  gold  nor  glee  will  I  abyde 

By  you,  when  ve  arrive  in  that  same  place : 

For  lever  had  1  die  then  sec  his  deadly  face.* 

Ere  long  they  come,  where  that  same  wicked  wight 
His  dwelling  has,  low  in  an  hollow  cave, 
Far  underneath  a  craguj'  cliff  ypight, 
Darke,  doleful  1.  dreary,  like  a  irreedy  grave. 
That  still  for  carrion  carcases  doth  crave : 
On  top  whereof  ay  dwelt  the  gliastly  owle, 
Slirieking  his  balefull  note,  which  ever  drave 
Far  from  that  haunt  all  other  chean^full  fowle ; 
And  all  about  it  wandring  ghostes  did  wayle  and  In 

And  all  about  old  stockes  and  stubs  of  trees. 
Whereon  nor  fruit  nor  L'afe  was  ever  seen. 
Did  hang  upon  the  ra;;ged  rocky  knees ; 
On  which  had  many  wTL'tches  handed  beene. 
Whose  carcases  were  scattrcnl  on  the  greene. 
And  throwne  al>out  the  cliffs.    Arrived  there. 
That  bare-head  kniizht,  for  dread  and  dolefull  tcenc 
Would  faine  have  fled,  ne  durst  aprocWu  iv««lT«\ 
Bat  ih' other  font  him  staye,  and  cou^oTVAdim  to 
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dirksome  care  ihey  enter,  where  they  find  36 

corsed  man*  low  sitting  on  the  ff  round, 
Jneiny  full  sadly  in  his  snltein  mina: 
■  SB*  gneely  lockes,  long  ^wen  and  unbound 
XliiOTdred  hong  about  iiis  shoulders  round, 
•And  hid  his  face ;  through  whidi  his  hollow  oyne 
lookt  deadly  dull,  and  stared  as  astound ; 
Sis  raw-bone  cheekes,  through  penurie  and  pine, 
^Yepe  ihronke  into  his  iawes,  as  he  hid  never  dine. 

Sis  fftrments,  nought  but  many  ragged  clouts,  36 

"With  thomes  together  mnd  and  patched  was» 

The  which  his  naked  sides  he  wrapt  abouts  i 

And  him  beside  there  lay  upon  the  gras 

A  dreary  corse  whose  lire  away  did  pas, 

All  wallowed  in  his  own  yet  luke-warme  bloody 

That  from  his  wound  yet  welled  fresh,  alas  1 

In  which  a  rusty  knife  fast  fixed  stood. 

And  made  an  open  passage  for  the  gushing  flood. 

Which  piteous  spectacle,  approYing  trow  37 

The  wofuU  tale  that  Treyisan  had  told. 

Whcnas  the  gentle  Redcrosse  knight  did  Tew; 

With  fierie  zcale  he  burnt  in  courage  bold 

Him  to  avenge,  before  his  blood  were  cold ; 

And  to  the  Tillein  sayd ;  *'  Thou  damned  wight. 

The  authour  of  this  fa^t  wc  here  behold. 

What  iuatice  can  but  iudge  against  thee  right, 

With  thine  owne  blood  to  price  his  blood,  here  shed  in  sigbl?** 

"  What  franticke  fit,"  quoth  he,  "  hath  thus  distraught    3S 

Thee,  foolish  man,  so  rash  a  doome  to  give? 

What  iustiee  ever  other  iudgcment  tauu:ht. 

But  he  should  dye,  who  merites  not  to  live? 

None  els  to  death  this  man  despajTriuf^  drive 

But  his  owne  guiltie  mind,  deserving  death. 

Is  then  uniust  to  each  his  dow  to  give  P 

Or  let  hjm  d^e,  that  loatheth  living  breath  ? 

Or  let  him  die  at  ease,  that  liveth  here  uneaihP 

"  Who  travailes  by  the  wcane  wandring  way,  39 

To  come  unto  his  wished  home  in  haste, 
And  meetes  a  flood,  that  doth  his  passage  stay; 
Is  not  great  grace  to  helpe  him  over  p.L'^t, 
Or  free  his  feet  that  in  the  myre  stickc  fast? 
Most  envious  man,  that  grieves  at  nei}j:]il»urs  good ; 
And  fond>  that  ioyeat  in  the  woe  thou  iiast ; 
Wl^r  wilt  not  let  him  pa-tse,  tliat  long  hath  stood 
CTpaa  the  bsncke,  yet  wilt  thy  aelfe  not  pad  the  flood? 
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a^«u*t*  aitiT  w  am*,  death  after 

The  tniulit  much  w  ondred  at 
-And  savd  :  "  Tlie  teniic  uf  Hi' 
>'e  may  a  man  i>rolonp.  nor  8 
The  Bouldier  may  not  mov»»  tr 
Xor  leave  his  stand  untill  liis  • 
"WTio  life  did  limit  hy  Almi^d 
Quoth  he.  "  knowea  best  the  tt 
And  he,  that  points  the  centom 
Doth  lieense  him  depart  at  sou 

"  Is  not  His  deed,  what  ever  th 
In  heaven  and  earth  ?    Did  not 
To  die  a^ine  ?    All  ends,  that  > 
Their  times  in  His  eternal  1  book 
Are  written  sure,  and  have  their 
Who  then  can  strive  with  strong 
That  holds  the  world  in  his  still 
Or  shunne  the  death  ordaynd  h} 
When  houre  of  death  is  come,  let 

"  The  lenger  life,  I  wote  the  grea 
The  ffreater  sin,  the  crreater  puni 
All  those  great  battels,  which  tb 
Through  strife,  and  bloodshed,  i 
Now  praysd,  hereafter  deare  tho 
For  life  must  life.  i>riA  ^^- 
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^*  Thoiu  wretched  man,  of  dettth  hast  greatest  need,         45 

Xf  in  true  ballaonce  them  wilt  weiffh  t&  state ; 

Xbr  ncFer  knight,  that  dared  wanike  deed, 

Sfore  luckless  disadyentures  did  amate : 

Avitnes  the  dungeon  deepe,  wherein  of  late 

TDiy  Ufe  shutt  up  for  death  so  oft  did  call ; 

.And  though  good  lucke  prolonged  hath  thy  date^ 

^et  death  th^  would  the  like  mishap  forestall. 

Into  the  which  hereafter  thou  maist  happen  ML 

"  Why  then  doest  thou,  Oman  of  sin,  desire  46 

To  draw  thy  dayes  forth  to  their  last  degree? 

Is  not  the  measure  of  thy  sinfull  hire 

BSgh  heaped  up  with  huge  iniquitee, 

Afi^inst  the  day  of  wrath,  to  burden  thee? 

Is  not  enough,  that  to  his  ladr  mild 

Thou  falsed  hast  thy  faith  with  periuree. 

And  sold  thyaelfe  to  serye  Duessa  vild, 

"Virith  whom  in  all  abuse  thou  hast  thyselfe  defild P 

"  Is  not  he  iust,  that  all  this  doth  behold  47 

From  highest  heyen,  and  bearcs  an  eqoall  eie  P 

Shall  he  thy  sins  up  in  his  knowledge  fold. 

And  guilty  be  of  thine  impietie  P 

Is  not  his  law.  Let  CTery  sinner  die. 

Die  shall  all  flesh  P    What  then  must  needs  be  donne, 

Is  it  not  better  to  doe  willinglie, 

Then  linger  till  the  glas  be  all  out  ronneP 

Death  is  the  end  of  woes :  Die  soone,  O  Faries  sonne." 

The  knight  was  much  enmoyed  with  his  speach,  4^ 

That  as  a  swords  poynt  through  his  hart  did  porse, 

And  in  his  conscience  made  a  secrete  breach, 

Well  knowing  trew  all  that  he  did  rehersc. 

And  to  his  fresh  remembraunce  did  reyerse 

The  ugly  yew  of  his  deformed  crimes ; 

That  fOl  his  manly  nowres  it  did  dispene. 

As  he  were  charmed  with  inchaunted  rimes ; 

That  oftentimes  he  quakt,  and  fainted  oftentimes. 

In  which  aznazement  when  the  miscreannt  43 

.Perceiyed  him  to  wayer  weake  and  fraile, 
Whiles  trembling  horror  did  his  conscience  daunt, 
And  hellish  anguish  did  his  soule  assaile ; 
To  dnye  him  to  despaire,  and  quite  to  quaile, 
Hee  shewd  him  painted  in  a  table  plaine 
The  damned  ghosts,  that  doe  in  torments  waile,  ^ 
And  thouMuad/eeiidg,  that  doe  them  endleBse  paine 
With  £re  aad  brimstone,  which  for  ever  shall  reinaine. 


But,  wlioniOs  none  of  thorn 
lie  to  liirn  raujflit  a  dairirer 
'    •  And  cave  it  lii'ii  in  liand:  1 

..  .^  ■  And  trenil>li'  lik«'  a  loafo  of 

■  -  And  troubled  blood  tliroui;! 

11  To  come  Jiiid  fjoe.  with  tidir 

■"  As  it  a  ronninc:  measenirer  Y 

At  last,  rc8olv'd  to  work  his 
He  lifted  up  his  hand,  that 

Which  whenaa  T^na  saw.  thi 
The  crudled  cold  ran  to  her 
As  in  a  swowne :  but,  soone 
j  Out  of  his  hand  she  snatcht 

And  threw  it  to  the  ffrownd. 
And  to  him  said:  "  Fie,  fie,  i 
What  meanest  thou  by  this  i 
Is  tliis  the  battaile,  which  th 
With  that  fire-mouthed  dra^ 

•*  Come ;  come  away,  fraile,  f 

Ne  let  vaine  words  bewitch  tl 

Ne  direlish  thoughts  dismay 

I  In  heavenly  mercies  hast  tlio 

Why  shouidst  thou  then  dcsj 
Where  justice  crowes,  there  j 
The  which  doth  quench  the  I 
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CANTO  X 

H^  lUtliftiU  knight  fUra  Uoa  Mnei 

To  hooM  of  HoIImmm  : 
When  be  !■  taogfat  repentanaee.  and 

Tho  waj  to  herenljr  IiImk. 

man  is  he,  that  boasts  of  fleshly  mig^t 
ine  aasuranoe  of  mortalify, 
all  so  BOone  as  it  doth  come  to  fight 
b  roirftuall  foes,  jrields  by  and  by, 
a  toe  fielde  most  cowaraly  doth  fly ! 
the  man  ascribe  it  to  his  skill, 
loroiiffh  grace  hath  gained  victory : 
itrength  we  have,  it  is  to  ill ; 
the  good  is  Gods,  both  power  and  eke  will. 

b  which  lately  hapned,  Una  saw 

lis  her  knight  was  feeble,  and  too  faint ; 

I  his  sinewes  woxen  weake  and  raw, 

h  long  enprisonment^  and  hard  constraint, 

he  endured  in  his  late  restraint, 

?t  he  was  unfltt  for  bloody  light. 

>re  to  cherish  him  witb  diets  daint, 

it  to  bring  him,  where  he  chearen  mighty 

recovered  had  his  late  decayed  plight. 

pras  an  amicient  house  not  far  away, 
md  throughout  the  world  for  sacred  lore 
ire  unspotted  life :  so  well,  they  say, 
md  was,  and  guided  evermore, 
;h  wisedome  of  a  matronc  grave  and  hore  ; 
onelv  ioy  was  to  relieve  the  needes 
tched  soiiles,  and  helpe  tlie  hclpelesse  pore : 
ht  she  spent  in  bidding  of  her  bedes, 
i  the  day  in  doing  good  and  godly  deedes. 

Cselia,  men  did  her  call,  as  thought 

leaven  to  come,  or  thether  to  ansc ; 

3ther  of  three  daughters  well  upbrought 

dly  thewes,  and  godly  exercise : 

lest  two,  most  sober,  cliast,  and  wise, 

.  and  Speranza,  vir^jins  were ; 

h  spousd,  yet  wantjni^  wedlocks  solemnize ; 

re  CJuurisga  to  a  lovely  fere 

cketi,  and  bjr  him  had  many  pledges  dere. 


Ol 


1  fi^ut  and  narrow  was 


I 


Each  c«»«Hlly  thine:  is  harJost  1 
Ihii,  vuircd  in.  a  si>atious  cuur 
l^oth  plaint'  and  pleasaunt  to  b 
AMiere  them  dot's  nicete  a  frai. 
And  cntertaiucs  with  comely  ct 
His  name  waa  Zele,  that  him  r 
For  in  his  9i>oa(>)u^  and  behavic 
Did  lal>our  lively  to  expresse  thi 
And  gkdly  did  tliem  guide,  till 

There  fayrely  them  receives  a  gc 
Of  mild  demeanure  and  rare  cou 
Eight  cleanly  clad  in  comely  sad 
In  word  and  deede  that  f^hewd  gr 
And  knew  his  good  to  all  of  each 
Hight  Eeverence :  he  them  with  i 
Does  faire  entreat ;  no  courting  n 
But  simple,  trew,  and  eke  unfaine 
Ab  might  become  a  squyrc  so  grci 

And  aftcrwardes  them  to  his  dam 
That  aged  dame,  the  lady  of  the  i 
Who  all  this  while  was  busy  at  h 
Which  doen,  she  up  arose  with  se 
And  toward  them  full  matronely 
Where,  when  that  faire**^  T'-- 
Whom--"   ' 
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^'Stiwmffethingitisanenwntknigihttosee  10 

Sere  in  uiii  place;  or  any  other  wight* 

Ihat  hether  tames  hia  steps :  so  few  there  bee» 

That  diose  the  narrow  path,  or  seeke  the  risfat ! 

All  keepe  the  broad  high  waj,  and  take  deught 

With  many  rather  for  to  goe  astray. 

And  be  putakers  of  their  evill  plight, 

Ilien  with  a  few  to  walke  the  nghtest  way : 

0 !  foolish  men,  why  hast  ye  to  your  own  decay  F" 

"Thy  selfe  to  see,  and  tyred  limbes  to  rest,  11 

O  matrone  saffe,"  qnoth  she,  "  I  hether  came ; 

And  this  good  knight  his  way  with  me  addrest^ 

Ledd  with  thy  praises,  and  broad-blazed  fame. 

That  up  to  heren  is  blowne."    The  annoient  dame 

Him  goodly  greeted  in  her  modest  gnyse. 

And  entertejnd  them  both,  as  best  oecame. 

With  all  the  court'sies  that  she  could  devyse, 

^e  wanted  ought  to  shew  her  bounteous  or  wise. 

Thu9  as  thoy  gan  of  sondrie  thinges  devise,  12 

I/)e !  two  most  goodly  yirgins  came  in  place, 

Ylinked  arme  in  armc  in  lovely  wise ; 

With  countenance  demure,  and  modest  grace. 

They  numbred  even  steps  and  equall  pace : 

Of  which  the  eldest,  that  Fidelia  hi^ht, 

Like  sunny  beames  threw  from  her  christall  face 

That  could  have  dazd  the  rash  beholders  sight, 

And  round  about  her  head  did  shine  like  hevens  light. 

She  was  araied  all  in  lily  white,  13 

And  in  her  right  hand  bore  a  cup  of  ^old, 

With  wine  and  water  fild  up  to  the  highty 

In  which  a  serpent  did  himselfe  enfold, 

That  horrour  made  to  all  that  did  behold ; 

But  she  no  whitt  did  chaunge  her  constant  mood : 

And  in  her  other  hand  she  fast  did  hold 

A  booke,  that  was  both  signd  and  seald  with  blood : 

AMicrcin  darke  things  were  writt,  hard  to  be  imderstood. 

Her  younger  sister,  that  Speranza  hight,  1^1 

Was  clad  in  blew,  that  her  beseemed  well ; 
Kot  all  so  cli^arefull  seemed  she  of  siij^ht, 
As  was  her  sister ;  whether  dread  did  dwell 
Or  anguish  in  her  hart,  is  hard  to  tell : 
T7pon  her  arme  a  silver  anchor  lay, 
)\  hereon  she  leaned  ever,  as  befell; 
And  ai-er  up  to  heren,  aa  she  did  praj, 
JIcrated£ut  eje§  were  bent,  ne  Bwarved  other  wat 

s 


I 


Then  Una  thus ;  "But  she.  you 
The  doare  Charissa.  whore  is  sh 
Or  wants  she  liealth,  or  busie  is 
•*  Ah !  no."  said  they.  **  but  fort 
For  she  of  late  is  licrhtned  of  hei 
And  hath<encrca5t  the  world  wii 
That  her  to  see  should  be  but  tr 
**  Indeed,"  auoth  she,  "  that  sho 
Bat  thankt  be  God,  and  her  enc 

Then  said  the  aged  Cslia:  **Dei 
And  you,  good  sir,  I  wote  that  o 
And  labors  long,  through  whieh 
Ye  both  forwearied  be:  therefore 
I  read  you  rest,  and  to  your  bow 
Then  called  she  a  groome,  that  fi 
Into  a  goodly  lodge,  and  ^n  des 
Of  puissant  armes,  and  laid  in  ca 
HIb  name  was  meeke  Obedience 

Now  when  their  wearie  limbee  wi 
And  bodies  were  refresht  with  de 
Fayre  Una  gan  Fidelia  fa>Te  reqi 
To  have  her  knight  into  lier  scho 
That  of  her  henvenly  learning  he 
And  heare  the  wiseaom  of  her  w( 
She  graunted:  and  that  knicrhf  » 
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hen  tha  lift  poon  out  Iier  Inger  fprifl^  20 

old  oommaiiiid  the  batty  ranne  to  itajjr, 

kward  tuzne  his  ooune  mm  hereiu  highti 

met  great  hottea  of  men  tlie  oonld  dismayi 

od  to  paise  ihej^arta  the  flouds  in  twaj; 

:e  huge  mountainea  from  their  native  aoat 

•uld  oommaond  themtelTes  to  beare  awaj» 

now  in  raging  aea  with  roaring  threat: 

ktie  God  her  gare  anoh  powro  and  poiasaimoe  great* 

ithfnll  knight  now  grew  in  little  apaoe^  21 

iring  her,  and  bjr  hor  uateri  lore, 

h  pmection  of  all  he?enlj  grace, 

rretched  world  he  nn  for  to  abfaore^ 

lortall  life  gan  loath  aa  thing  f oriore, 

i  with  remembnnoe  of  hit  wicked  wayea^ 

rickt  with  anguiah  of  his  iinnes  ao  lore, 

le  deairde  to  end  his  wretched  dajes: 

£h  the  dart  of  linfull  guilt  the  eoole  diamajei. 

ise  Speranza  gare  him  comfort  sweet,  23 

aught  him  how  to  take  assured  hold 

her  silver  anchor,  as  was  meet; 

id  his  siones  so  great  and  manifold 

him  forget  all  that  Fidelia  told. 

s  distreMed  doubtfull  a^ony, 

I  him  his  dearest  Una  did  behold 

[nine  life,  desiring  leave  to  dye, 

»and  her  sclfe  assayld  with  great  perplexity; 

ame  to  Cfelia  to  declare  her  smart;  27 

irell  acquainted  with  that  commune  plight, 

h  sinfull  horror  workus  in  wounded  nait, 

risely  comforted  all  that  she  might, 

goodly  counsell  and  advisement  right; 

treightway  sent  with  carefull  diligence, 

ch  a  leach,  the  which  had  great  insight 

it  disease  of  grieved  conscience, 

fell  could  cure  the  same;  hia  name  was  Patience. 

comming  to  that  sowle-diseased  knight,  24 

I  hardly  him  intreat  to  tell  his  ^ef : 
h  knowne,  and  all,  that  noyd  his  heavie  spright, 
scarcht,  eilsoones  he  gan  apply  relief 
Ives  and  medicines,  which  had  passing  prief ; 
thereto  added  wordes  of  wondrous  might: 
hich  to  ease  he  him  recured  brief, 
much  asm^'d  the  paasioD  of  bis  plight, 
behiMpmiae  eadur'd,  aa  aeeming  now  more  liffllt 

m2 


llOO  THB  FAEKIE  QCKRira. 

iBut  yet  the  came  and  root  of  all  his  ill, 

IliiiTBril  eomiption  and  inlbcted  sia, 

iNot  piirir'cl  nor  heold.  behind  remained  still, 

I  And  legtriD^  sore  did  ronckle  yett  within, 

BCIoae  cicepiQ^t  twixt  the  maron'  and  the  akia: 

BWhich  to  eitirpe,  be  laid  him  privily 

iDonne  in  a  darksome  lowly  place  far  in. 

IWheroas  he  iii(>ant  his  rarrosives  to  aj>plj, 

I  Aud  n-ith  streight  diet  tame  his  Btubbome  makdf. 

I  In  ashen  and  sacktrloth  he  did  array 
lUis  daintiD  uorse,  proud  humors  to  abate; 
lAud  dieted  with  fiutiog  nvery  day, 


I  The  strellin^  of  his  wouadea  to  mitisate; 

B  And  made  him  pray  botli  earelv  aod  eie  late :  i 

■  And  ecer,  as  suporllnoiu  flesh  did  rott,  '. 


lAmendment  readie  still  at  hand  did  wayt  ^ 

iTo  plitek  it  out  iritU  pincer.t  fyrie  wbott  ^ 

■  That  soono  in  him  »iu  lelU  no  one  corrupted  wtt'  1 

■And  bitter  Peaaunee.  with  an  yron  whip, 
IWbb  wont  liim  once  to  dispie  erery  day: 
lAnd  abaq>  Remorse  hia  Iiart  did  piiok  and  nip, 

■  That  drops  of  blood  Uieiice  Uke  a  well  did  ^bj: 
■And  sad  Itcpi^Dtanec  used  to  embay 
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She  was  a  woman  in  lier  frethest  af^e,  30 

Of  w<mdrouB  beauty,  and  of  bounty  rare, 

With  goodly  grace  and  comely  personage, 

Tliat  wtLB  on  earth  not  easie  to  compare; 

Full  of  mat  love;  but  Cupids  wanton  snare 

As  hell  she  hated ;  chaste  m  worke  and  will; 

Her  necke  and  bresta  were  ever  open  bare, 

That  ay  thereof  her  babes  might  sucke  their  fill) 

Ihe  rest  was  all  in  yeUow  robes  arayed  still. 

A  multitude  of  babes  about  her  hong,  31 

Flaying  their  sportes,  that  ioyed  her  to  behold; 
THiom  still  she  fed,  whiles  they  were  weake  and  young, 
But  thrust  them  forth  still  as  they  wexed  old: 
And  on  her  head  she  wore  a  tyre  of  gold, 
Adomd  with  gemmes  and  owches  wondrous  fayre, 
Wlioee  passing  price  uneath  was  to  be  told : 
And  by  ner  syde  there  sate  a  gentle  payre 
Of  turtle  doves,  she  sitting  in  an  y  vory  chayre. 

The  knight  and  Una  cntring  fayre  her  greet,  o2 

And  bid  her  icy  of  that  her  happy  brood ; 

AA'ho  them  requites  with  court  sies  seeming  meet, 

And  enterta.vnea  with  frieudly  chcarefull  mood. 

Then  Una  her  besought,  to  be  so  good 

As  in  her  vertuous  rides  to  schoolc,  her  knight, 

^'ow  after  all  his  torment  well  withstood 

In  that  sad  house  of  Penaunce,  where  liis  spright 

Had  past  the  paines  of  hell  and  long-enduring  night. 

She  was  right  ioyous  of  her  iust  request ;  33 

And.  taking  by  the  hand  that  faerii's  sonne, 

CJan  him  instruct  in  everic  good  behest, 

Of  love ;  and  rigliteonsness ;  and  well  to  donne, 

And  wrath  and  hatred  waroly  to  shonne. 

That  drew  on  men  Gods  hatred  and  his  wrath. 

And  many  soulcs  in  dolours  had  fordonne : 

In  which  when  him  she  well  instructed  hath, 

From  thence  to  heaven  she  teacheth  him  the  ready  path. 

WTierein  his  weaker  wandring  steps  to  guyde,  31 

An  auncient  matrone  she  to  her  does  call, 
Whose  sober  lookes  her  wisedom  well  dcBcryde; 
Her  name  was  Mercy;  well  knowne  over  all 
To  be  both  gratious  and  eke  liberall : 
To  whom  the  carefull  charge  of  him  she  gave. 
To  leade  aright^  that  be  should  never  fall 
In  aJJ  Ill's  waiea  throujrh  this  wide  worldeB  wave ; 
2£jU  mertyr  in  the  endbia  righteous  souie  might  save. 


US 

The  godly  inafafonely  the  liMidliiBiLuMil 
Forw  ftink  her  pretenoe^  by  a  uurow. 
Scattred  with  boBhr  thornei  and  ngg 
Which  still  before  him  aha  lenior'd  swasf  » 
That  nothing  mii^ht  his  ready  PMMga  atayr 
And  erer  when  his  feet  enoombred  wara^ 
Or  gan  to  shrinke»  or  from  the  lidhl  to  alaj* 
She  held  him  fiyrt»  and  firmebr  did  rabeafe; 
As  caieMl  noona  her  child  Iran  ftl&Bg  oil  doaa 

Sstsoones  onto  an  hd|y  honitalL 

That  was  forehf  the  wj^  she  did  him  bring  t 

In  whidi  seren  bead-men,  that  hadTOvad  ul 

Their  life  to  serriee  of  hi^  heavena  kfai^ 

Did  spend  their  daies  in  doing  godly  thmgt 

Their  p:ates  to  all  were  open  evennofa, 

That  by  the  wearie  way  were  traTeiling ; 

And  one  sate  wayting  erer  them  befera^ 

To  call  in  oommers-by,  that  needy  were  and  pota. 

The  first  of  them,  that  eldest  was  and  best. 
Of  all  the  house  had  charge  and  goyememenl^ 
As  guardian  and  steward  of  the  rest : 
His  office  was  to  gire  entertainem^nt 
And  lodging  unto  all  that  came  and  went; 
Not  unto  such  as  could  him  feast  againe, 
And  double  quite  for  that  he  on  them  spent; 
But  such,  as  want  of  harbour  did  oonstraine : 
Those  for  Gods  sake  his  dewty  was  to  entertaine. 

The  second  was  an  ahnner  of  the  place : 

His  office  was  the  hungry  for  to  feed. 

And  thirsty  give  to  drmke;  a  worke  of  graoe: 

He  feard  not  once  himselfe  to  be  in  ne^, 

Ne  car*d  to  hoord  for  those  whom  he  did  breede: 

The  grace  of  God  he  layd  up  still  in  store, 

Which  as  a  stocke  he  left  unto  his  seede: 

He  had  enough ;  what  need  him  care  for  nuHvP 

And  had  he  lesse,  yet  some  he  would  giro  to  the  par 

The  third  had  of  their  wardrobe  custody. 
In  which  were  not  rich  lyres,  nor  garments  gayt 
The  plumes  of  pride  and  wingee  or  yanity. 
But  clothes  meet  to  keep  keene  cold  away, 
And  naked  nature  seemely  to  aray; 
With  which  bare  wretched  wighta  he  dayly  dad, 
Hie  imi^  of  God  in  earthly  day; 
Jiidiftfiat  no  spare  dothes  to  give  \iaYuA« 
Mb  owneoote  ho  would  cut,  amii&Xzftrato  «aA. 
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luted  bgr  hit  office  was  40 

to  reiiere  with  gratiooa  ajd, 

redeeme  with  pnoe  of  bnw 

d  Sarmxiiis,  which  them  had  stajd; 

r  iaaltj  were,  yet  well  he  wayd, 

fon^veth  ererj  howre 

1  that  why  they  in  bands  were  layd; 

rrowd  heu  with  heavie  stowre, 

I  from  thence  brought  to  bis  hearenly  bowre. 

rge  nek  penons  to  attend,  41 

Me  in  point  of  death  which  lay; 

leedetn  eomfort  in  the  end. 

Hell,  and  Death,  doe  most  dismay 

departing  hence  away, 

hat  linng  we  bestow, 

d  at  oar  dying  day. 

ind  of  that  last  bitter  throw  f 

ices  fall,  so  lyes  it  ever  low. 

inre  of  them  now  being  dead,  42 

their  corses  to  engrave, 

bintv  flowres  their  brydall  bed, 

ireniv  J^pouse  both  sweet  and  brare 

ean*,  when  he  their  soules  shall  save. 

orkmansihip  of  Gods  owne  mould, 

i&dt>  all  beastes  to  feare,  and  gave 

pven  dead  we  honour  should. 

,  me  graunt,  I  dead  be  not  defould ! 


elfin  knifiht  arrived  was,  44 

lefest  of  the  seven,  whose  care 

ek*ome.  towardes  him  did  pas: 

ereie,  that  hw  steps  upbare 

,  to  her  w  ilh  reverence  rare 

fc^i  in  meeke  lowiine8i«e, 

h-ome  for  her  did  prepare : 

'r  £ihe  was  patronesse, 

ere  their  chieFest  foimderc330. 


'1^ 


X  after  death  and  buriall  done,  43 

tender  orphans  of  the  dead 

.J,  least  they  should  be  undone:  jj 

uent  he  their  right  would  plead,  |1 

wre  of  mijjhtv  men  did  dread  =' 

;  nor  would  for  cold  or  fee  [  \\ 

ri;:liifull  causes  downe  to  tread : 

^tood  in  most  necesaitee, 

•ieir  want,  and  gave  them  ever  free. 


I 


.     <*\.      It.  ill  IJ^Vl    ll(.l\. 


JLU  iioly  righteousnesse,  wit  hoi 

Thence  for\\  ard  by  that  painfu 
Forth  to  an  hill,  that  was  both 
On  top  whereof  a  sacred  chape. 
And  ete  a  little  hermitaixe  then 
AVherein  an  a^red  holy  man  did 
That  day  and  night  said  his  dev 
Ne  other  worldly  busines  did  ap 
His  name  was  Hevenly  Con  tern  | 
Of  God  and  goodness,  was  his  m 

Great  grace  that  old  man  to  him 
For  G^  he  often  saw  from  heavt 
All  were  his  earthly  eien  both  blu 
And  through  great  age  had  lost  tl 
Yet  wondrous  quick  and  nersaunt 
As  eagles  eie,  that  can  behold  the 
That  nill  they  scale  with  all  their  ; 
That  his  fraile  thighes,  nigh  wear^ 
Gan  faile;  but,  by  her  helpe,  the  1 

There  they  doe  finde  that  godly  a| 
With  snow)'  lockes  adowne  his  sh 
As  hoary  frost  with  spangles  doth 
The  mossy  braunches  of  an  oake  h 
Each  bono  might  through  his  bod 
And  every  sinew  b/*^--   '' 


'  quoth  she. "  should  canRc  us  tako  each  p4m^  M> 

le  end,  wliinh  every  living  wight 

'  hia  nuirke,  high  heaTen  to  atlaino  P 

hence  the  way,  that  Icadfth  riubt 

.  glorioue  house,  that  g! It* tretli "bright 

g  nlarres  and  everliviiig  lire. 

'  kciea  are  lo  thy  Land  In'hight 

jliiir'  Slie  doth  iheP  require, 

"  g  hi*  (tnin.' 


py  iHB,"  add  thm  tb  btbcr  gnnra, 

ua  wqr  I™  ■nilwl  Mvle  to  Mn  I 
MO  tha  waj  to  hMTMi  aiMd 
ifidfe,  that  wH  both  borne  and  brad 
hno«,  when  thoni«>d  angda  ihinaF 
^  naian  of  tha  riajitaoiia  mwI 
» the  M«'-^  nJ?rr~ 


KtheUi^ft 
■gingwraUL 


[fatjUnue^ 

cletniincj  inoline. 


Hiou  bidat,  thj'  pleasure  ahal  be  dotme. 
thou  man  of  earth,  and  see  the  way, 
'et  WBB  aeene  of  Paries  acnuei 
eada  the  traveiler  aatraj, 
ban  long  and  ead  delar, 
to  iofous  reat  and  endleaiie  blia. 
n  most  a  aeaaon  fiat  and  pra^, 
t  banda  the  apriaht  asaoiled  u. 
r  atrengtli  recur  d  from  fraile  iuflrmitiB.'* 

« leada  him  to  the  highest  moant; 

I  that  aame  mishCy  maa  of  God, 

■ed  billowea  Lke  a  walled  front 

ie  disparted  with  his  rod, 

army  dry-foot  throufrh  them  yod, 

daiea  upon;  where,  writt  in  atone 

T  lell*™  by  the  hand  of  God, 

oome  of  death  and  b&Iefull  mone 

ire,  whilea  flmhiiig  Ore  about  him  ahone  i 

iaered  hill,  whoae  head  full  hie, 

1  fniitfull  olivea  all  arownd, 

e  for  endlesae  memory 

■e  Lord  who  oft  thereon  was  fownd, 

Lh  a  flowiTQg  girlond  crownd: 

pleaaaunt  mount,  that  ia  for  ay 
nous  poela  yene  e»eh  where  renoirnd, 
« tbrae  three  learned  Indies  pJaj 
taiMet,  aadauke  fail  many  a,  loTely  laj. 


I 


As  he  thereon  stood  gazing,  he  r 
The  blessed  Angels  to  and  fro  d( 
From  hiirhest  heven  in  gladsome 
•<J  And  with  great  ioy  into  that  citt 

As  commonly  as  frend  does  with 
Whereat  he  wondred  mach.  and 
What  stately  building  durst  so  h 
Her  lofty  towres  unto  the  stany 
And  what  unknowen  nation  ther 

"  Faire  knight."  quoth  he,  "  ffiei 
The  New  Kierusalem,  that  Grod  1 
For  those  to  dwell  in,  that  are  cb 
His  chosen  people  purg'd  from  si 
With  pretious  blood,  which  cruel 
On  cursed  tree,  of  that  unspotted 
That  for  the  sinnes  of  al  the  worl 
Now  are  they  saints  all  in  that  ci 
More  dear  onto  their  Grod  than  y 

"  Till  now,"  said  then  the  kniffht, 
That  ^at  Cleoi>olis  where  I  hayi 
In  which  that  fairest  Fary  Queen 
The  fairest  citty  was  that  might  b 
And  that  bright  towre,  all  bmlt  oi 
Fftnthea,  seemd  the  brightest  thin 
But  now  by  proofe  all  otherwise  1 
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""AndthoOffiunynip,  tpRMiff  oat  from  Ei^^  60 

Sow  crer  noiw  aceoniptaa  Slnni  woudb, 

"Well  wortlij  doett  thy  Mrviee  for  Iier  gnoet 

To  mide  a  Tirgin  deiolato  fordonne. 

Sat  when  thoa  fiunoat  riotofy  hast  woime, 

And  hiffh  emongit  all  knights  hast  hong  tl^  shielcL 

TlienceRnih  the  snitt  of  earthhr  oonanest  shonnoH 

And  wash  thy  hands  from  ^foiit  of  bloody  field : 

Par  blood  esn  nought  bat  sm,  and  wan  bat  sonows  yield. 

*  Then  seek  this  paih  thai  I  to  thee  pres^  61 

*Wliich  after  all  to  heaven  shall  thee  send; 

Then  peaocaUy  tinr  psinefbll  pilnimage 

To  yonder  same  ffisrnsalem  doe  oend. 

Where  is  for  thee  oidaind  a  blessed  end : 

For  thoa  emongst  those  saints,  whom  thoa  doest  see 

Shall  be  a  saint,  and  thine  owne  nations  frend 

And  patrcme :  thoa  Sedni  Otorge  shalt  called  bee, 

€hoT^  of  meiy  EngULna,  the  signe  of  victoree." 


**  UnworihT  wretoh,"  anoth  he,  "  of  so  ^reat  grace,  62 

How  dare  I  thinke  sach  glonr  to  attaine !" 

"  These,  that  hare  it  attayna,  were  in  like  cacc/' 

Quoth  he,  "  as  wretched,  and  liv'd  in  like  paine." 

"  But  deeds  of  armes  most  I  at  last  be  faine^ 

And  ladies  lore  to  leave,  so  dearely  bousht  P" 

"  What  need  of  armes,  where  peace  dotn  ay  remaine. 

Said  he,  "  and  battailes  none  are  to  be  foiightP 

As  for  loose  lores,  th^r'are  yaine,  and  vanish  into  nought." 

"  O  let  me  not,**  quoth  he,  "  then  tume  againe  63 

Backe  to  the  world,  whose  ioyes  so  fruitlesse  are ; 

But  let  me  here  for  aie  in  peace  remaine, 

Or  streightway  on  that  last  long  voiage  fare. 

That  nothing  may  my  present  hope  empare." 

'*  That  may  not  be,'*  said  he,  "  ne  maist  thou  yitt 

Forgoe  that  royal  maides  bequeathed  care, 

Who  did  her  cause  into  thy  hand  committ. 

Till  from  her  cursed  foe  thou  have  her  freely  quitt." 

"  Then  shall  I  soone,"  quoth  he,  "  so  Grod  me  grace,         61 
Abett  that  virgins  cause  disconsolate, 
And  ahortlv  back  retume  unto  this  place. 
To  walke  this  way  in  pilgrims  poore  estate. 
But  now  aread,  old  father,  why  of  bite 
Didst  thou  behight  me  borne  of  English  blood, 
Wliom  all  a  Faeriat  boddo  doen  Domin&teP" 
^*TbMt  w<miabMll  I/'aaidbe,  "sFounclien  good, 
S/ih  totbeeu  unknowne  the  cradle  of  thy  brood. 


lOS  TUB  FAEniB   QTTBENB. 

"  For  wcU  I  vatf  tlion  B|irin$!9t  from  anuent  raeo  S 

Of  Saiod  kinges.  that  have  with  migbtie  luuid. 

And  uuarj  h\<rody  biiltaileH  fought  in  plaoe, 

High  reard  tiieir  royall  tLronc  in  Brilaae  land. 

And  TBnqnisht  (lipm,  miiible  to  witUstsnd : 

liYom  theiki'e  a  Faery  then  unweetiiiK  reft. 

There  aa  Uieu  sleiiat  in  tender  swailliufj  band. 

And  her  'base  EiSn  brood  there  for  thee  left : 

8lid!i,menda  cLaungeiingfloBll.so  chaouK'db^Faerioitb) 

"Tbenoe  she  thee  brought  into  this  FaeiT  lond. 

And  in  la  heaped  rurruu'  did  thee  h^de ; 

Where  thee  a  ptouKliman  all  unwoetmg  fond, 

Aa  he  ia  toyie*ome  Wroe  that  way  did  (cuyde. 

And  bronelit  tbee  up  in  ploaghmans  state  to  bjdB^ 

Whereof  Gi-orncos  Ue  theo  icave  lo  name; 

■nilprickt  witb  aouropo.  and  thy  forces  pryde. 

To  Fary  <»iirt  tbnu  cam'st  to  seek  for  fame. 

And  prore  llii  pubisant  armc-i.  as  soemea  thee  ItesI  becanii: 

"  O  holy  sire,"  quoth  he.  "  how  aball  I  quight 

Tlie  many  favour*  I  with  thee  bave  fownd. 

That  bast  my  name  and  nation  redd  aright. 

And  taught  the  way  tbat  does  to  heaven  bownd  !** 

This  aside,  adowne  he  looked  to  the  grownd 

To  have  rctumd,  but  dazed  were  his  eyne 

Through  paEHing  brigbtneB,  which  did  quite  oonfonnd 

Hia  feeble  sence,  and  too  exceeding  ah^e. 

So  darke  are  earthly  thingea  oompard  to  things  dhriasi 

At  last,  whenaa  hinuelfe  he  gan  to  fynd, 

To  Una  back  he  oaat  him  to  retyre; 

Who  him  awaited  atill  with  pensive  myud. 

Great  thaokei,  and  goodly  meed,  to  that  good  qrm 

H«  thene  departiue  gave  for  hia  paynea  hyre. 

So  came  to  Una,  who  him  ioyd  to  aee ; 

And,  after  little  rest,  gan  him  desyre 

Of  her  adventure  myndfull  for  to  bee. 

So  leave  they  take  <n  Ctelia  and  her  dauRfaten  tlira& 
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CANTO  XL 

TIm  kniffht  with  that  old  dragon  llghti 

Two  dajct  inceuaiitljr : 
The  thfad,  him  orerthroirMi  and  gajni 

Most  glotioaa  Yictoty. 

time  now  gan  it  wex  for  Una  fajre 
ike  of  thoee  her  captive  parents  deare, 
leir  forwaated  kingdom  to  repme: 
•to  whenas  they  now  approched  neare, 
lartie  wordes  her  knight  she  gan  to  cheare^ 

I  her  modest  manner  thus  bespake ; 

e  knight,  as  deare  as  erer  knight  was  deaie, 

U  tha!e  sorrows  suffer  for  my  sake, 

leven  behold  the  tedious  toyle,  ye  for  me  take! 

are  we  come  unto  my  native  soyle, 
» the  place  where  all  our  perilles  dwell; 
launtes  that  feend,  and  does  his  daily  spoyle ; 
ore  henceforth  bee  at  your  keeping  well, 
k'er  ready  for  your  foeman  fell : 
»ark  of  noble  corage  now  awake, 
rive  your  excellent  selfe  to  excell : 
hall  ye  evermore  renowmed  make 
all  knights  on  earth,  that  batteill  undertake." 

minting  forth,  "  Lo !  yonder  is,"  said  she, 
brasen  towre,  in  which  my  parents  deare 
■ead  of  that  huge  feend  emprisond  be; 

I I  from  far  see  on  the  walls  appeare, 

3  sight  my  ft^ble  soule  doth  greatly  cheare } 

n  Uie  top  of  all  I  do  espye 

atchman  way  ting  ty  dings  glad  to  heare, 

0  mv  parents,  might  I  happily 

irou  brmg,  to  ease  you  of  your  misery  !** 

that  they  heard  a  roaring  hideous  sownd, 

Jl  the  ayre  with  terror  filled  wyde, 

iemd  uneath  to  shake  the  stedfast  ground. 

*nes  that  dreadful  dragon  they  espyde, 

3  stretclit  he  lay  upon  the  sunny  side 

reat  hill,  himselfe  like  a  great  hill : 

11  so  soone  as  he  from  far  descryde 

glistrii^  Bnnes  that  heven  with  light  did  fill, 

wd  Juimelfe  full  blyth,  and  haataed  thom  untilL 
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Then  badd  the  knight  his  lady  yede  alooC 

And  to  an  hill  henelfe  withmw  a^jde: 

Firom  whence  ahe  mii^t  behold  that  ^tftaillfit  ino( 

And  eke  be  safe  from  dannger  far  deamjfJe: 

She  him  obajd,  and  tumd  a  little  wyda. — 

Now,  O  thou  sacred  Muse,  most  laanied  daiM^ 

Fayre  ympe  of  Fhabos  and  hu  agedfafTda^ 

Hie  noone  of  time  and  ereriastinff  hne, 

That  warlike  handes  ennobkit  wiSi  mmiofftan 


O,  gently  come  into  mj  feeble  hntjb, 

Come  gently:  bat  not  with  that  mai^ilis  «•««,, 

Wherewith  the  martiaU  troopea  thoa  doert  ii 

And  hartes  of  great  hefoSs  doest  ennige^ 

That  nought  tbir  kindled  oorage  may  aawigei 

Soone  as  thy  dreadfoll  trompe  bagins  to  80ira4 

The  gcd  of  wane  with  his  fiers  eqnipaflpe 

Thoa  doest  awake,  sleepe  never  fie  so  aowndf 

And  scared  nations  doest  with  hotror  steme  aifaitruA 

Favre  goddesse,  lay  that  forioos  fitt  asyde^ 
Till  I  of  warres  and  bloody  Matb  doe  sing, 
And  Brvton  fieldea  with  Sarazin  blood  bedyde, 
Twixt  that  great  Faeiy  Queene,  and  Fkiynim  kin^ 
That  with  their  horror  heven  and  earth  did  ring ; 
A  worke  of  labour  long  and  endlesse  prayse: 
But  now  a  while  let^i  downe  that  hanghtie  string 
And  to  m^  tunes  thy  second  tenor  rayse. 
That  I  this  man  of  God  his  godly  armes  may  bhunw 

By  this,  the  dreadful  beast  drew  mgh  to  hand, 

Halfe  flying  and  halfe  footing  in  his  haste, 

That  with  his  largenesse  measured  much  land. 

And  made  wide  shadow  under  his  huge  waste; 

As  mountaine  doth  the  valler  oTcrcaste. 

Approching  nigh,  he  reared  nigh  afore 

ffis  body  monstrous,  horrible,  and  vaste; 

Which,  to  increase  bis  wondrous  greatnes  more. 

Was  swoln  with  wrath  and  poyson,  and  with  bkxi^r  flo 

And  over  all  with  brasen  scales  was  armd, 
like  plated  cote  of  Steele,  so  couched  neare 
That  nought  moteperce;  ne  mi«ht  his  corse  be  haimd 
With  dint  of  swero,  nor  push  of  pointed  speaie: 
Which,  as  an  eagle,  seeing  pray  appeare, 
His  aeiy  plumes  doth  rouze  iull  rndely  digfat; 
So  shakea  he,  that  horror  was  to  heare : 
For.  aa  the  dashing  of  an  annoft  bngjoit. 
Sum  nojwe  hag  zoiued  icalea  ^d  iftnjia!d(A^8taft\ifidi^ 
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El  isTZT  vin^ps.  when  forth  he  did  display,  10 

W«rN  Jce.  tiro  fayles.  in  which  the  hollow  wynd 

h  prifT*d  full,  and  worketh  speedy  way: 

i&iri^  xLe  pe&ne*.  that  did  his  pineons  l^ynd, 

V^  i.ke  ma>-ne-yardefl  with  fljfing  canTas  lynd; 

V:^  «!Lth  whenaa  him  list  the  ayre  to  beat, 

ill  :ijfTt  br  force  unwonted  paasa^  fynd, 

He  •.-.  :iJ«f  before  him  fledd  tor  terror  ^reat, 

iii  &J  'Jif  hevens  stood  atdl  amazed  with  his  threat. 

Ri  u-jK  hng  tayle,  wownd  up  in  hondred  foldes,  11 

r»#« .  Trnpred  lus  lone  bras-scaly  back, 

W> «« -rmithed  bouifntea  when  ever  he  nnfoldea, 

iad  d>'k-entanffled  knots  adown  does  slack, 

2q7>.  r.-fc  u  with  shieldes  of  red  and  blacke^ 

I:rvf^;vth  ill  the  land  behind  him  fane, 

lie  ■  t'  iLree  furlon|{s  does  but  litle  lacke ; 

Li  i:  iLf"  point  two  stin^es  infixed  arre, 

l<a  i«adiy  aharp,  that  sharpest  Steele  exceeden  fane. 

k:  r.^^*^  and  sharpest  Steele  did  far  exceed  12 

!\-.-  -LirpneMe  of  his  cruell  rending  dawes: 
Iviii  V  !.«  It  «ure,  as  sure  as  death  indeed. 
^i±r  *T-r  Tiinfi:  does  touch  his  rsTenous  pawes, 
f-  ,    ..  a  -.::  r^  i,ig  n?ach  he  ever  drawes. 
?  .•   .  •  '..  ••:  h:  l.''^ug  hoad  my  t«>nirue  to  toll 
I  -  -  T  r..'  .0  :  f-  -r  his  deepc  devnuring  iawcR 
'^'    .'  -:  i;i^  i.  lik<*  the  criesly  mouth  of  hell, 
7-.'  ..:.  «  b:cL  inio  Lis  darke  abysse  aU  ravin  fell. 

.»  .  .  •    --  r.  ri-  wondrous  was.  in  either  iaw  13 

Tir.'  r^-.  Kt-s  rf  yron  toeth  enraimged  were, 

1:.  "* :.    -  > !-:t  tr^iklintf  blood,  and  gobbets  raw, 

U"   1'-    :-v  'iTvd  b:.^ie*  did  appcare; 

.  .1'  '  .•:.:  ri,-.r»-T.f  bredd  cold  congealed  feare: 

""^^  :..  rea.M?.  and  all  at  once  to  kill, 

A    .    .:    ^  «:::'» •tiierim;  iimoke,  and  pulphure  scare, 

Jj-'    :' ...-  *::rjk::iij  jroree  forth  steemea  still, 

T-a:  1^  'ji'  ayre  al^-^ut  with  nmokeand  stench  did  fill. 

E  •      -r.r.j  pyt-i«.  like  two  brifiht  Rhining  ohieldes,  11 

1    .     .rL-  ^  -!ii  wrath,  and  nparkled  living  fyre: 

JL-  ■•*      '  i.i  bt'Sf-on?.  wtt  iu  open  tieldi^. 

N :  :  '  T-.  :Lvir  flamcH  far  (»fi*to  every  shyre, 

A:.  :  ^nrr..:.^  iTivo.  that  enemies  conspyrc 

rt  •    •>,  >-;,i  ^vrord  the  region  to  invade; 

*   'ir.  i  :.>  ryne  with  rage  and  rancorous  yre: 

i   •  'ir  •-  .'.'i in!  as  in  a  hollow  glade. 

^:».^  cl^r  ut;  Umpe*  weresct^  /iia/  made  a  dreadfiill  shade. 
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So  dreadiiilly  lie  towurdes  him  did  pM» 

Forelifling  up  aloft  his  speckled  brat^ 

And  often  bounding  on  toe  bnued  gns,  ' 

An  for  great  ioyanoe  of  his  new  come  gaeatL 

Eftsoones  be  gan  adrance  his  hangh^  cveiti 

As  chauffed  bore  his  bristles  doth  npreare  i 

And  shoke  his  scales  to  battaile  reu|y  dnil» 

(That  made  the  Bedcrosse  kniffht  nigh  guake  Ibr  ftiv 

As  bidding  bold  defyaonoe  to  nis  foonan 


The  knight  gan  &jre|y  conch  his  steadj  ipenv^ 

And  fienlj  ran  at  him  with  rigorous  mig^: 

The  pointed  Steele,  arriring  rudely  theare^^ 

His  harder  hyde  would  netner  peroe  nor  bijKhl^ 

But,  glauncing  br,  foorih  passed  forward  right  t 

Tet,  sore  amoTed  with  so  puissaunt  pudi. 

The  wrathfull  beast  about  him  turned  liflm' 

And  him  so  rudely,  pafwing  by,  did  brush 

Widi  his  long  tayle,  that  horse  and  man  to  ground  did 

Both  horse  and  man  up  lightly  rose  againe. 

And  fresh  encounter  towardes  him  addrest; 

But  th*  ydle  stroke  yet  backe  recojld  in  vaino^ 

And  found  no  place  his  deadly  pomt  to  rest. 

Exceeding  rage  enflam*d  the  furious  beast. 

To  be  aveuged  of  so  great  despight ; 

For  never  telt  his  imperceable  brest 

So  wondrous  force  from  hand  of  living  wight; 

Yet  had  he  prov'd  the  powre  of  many  a  puissant  knig 

Then,  with  his  waving  wings  displayed  wyde, 
Himselfe  up  high  he  lifted  from  the  ^^und. 
And  with  strong  flight  did  forcibly  divyde 
The  yielding  ayre,  which  nigh  too  feeble  found 
Her  flitting  parts,  and  element  unsound. 
To  beare  so  great  a  weight:  He,  cutting  way 
With  his  broad  sayles,  about  him  soared  round ; 
At  last,  low  stoupmg  with  unweldy  sway, 
Snatcht  up  both  horse  and  man,  to  beare  them  quite 

Long  he  them  bore  aboye  the  subject  plaine. 

So  rar  as  ewghen  bow  a  shaft  may  send ; 

Till  struggling  strong  did  him  at  last  constraine 

To  let  them  cbwne  before  his  flightes  end: 

As  hagard  hauke,  presuming  to  contend 

With  nardy  fowle  above  his  hable  might, 

His  wearie  pounces  all  in  vaine  doth  spend 

To  truaae  the  pny  too  heavy  for  ^sis  {i^l\ 

Wluch  amumng  down  to  ground,  does  iMi^ax^\i 


nmwMMMim  qmnab  UB 

iwd  of  Ui  giTpiaic  gfOMOb  SO 

It  kit  thrilkal  spMom  affun  Mi^jrd 

►phted  bod|y  to  emboaifl^ 

MBS  Mnflttdi  iDito  the  firottke  ho  kisrdi 

k  the  idfe  Mune  qnakad,  m  afinffd. 

BBf  fitom  his  leijjr  neeke  did  t^OB 


r Ini  Idi  wing,  mtn  broad di^Iajd: 

f  itffde  there  wroogfat  a  wownd  raQ  wydoL 

tic  iaeoalh  aoMii  iho  SMMutar  lowdtf  0700. 


■  ngiag  ieaa  avo  wont  to  lOiCL  81 

rf  ftonne  hia  wnthfol  wnok  doea  thraati 

ofllowea  beate  tho  ragged  ahofo» 

earth  would  ahmnldwr  nom  her  aeatf 

galie  doea  |ppe,  aa  he  would  eat 

lor  demflttt  in  hia  rereaga : 

a  Unatring  bfethren  boEUj  threat 

9  world  fiom  off  hia  atedfaat  hengsb 

NM  battaile  make,  each  other  to  arenga. 


lead  stock  faat  atill  in  hk  fleah  tt 

I  cmell  clawes  be  Bnatcht  the  wood, 
nmder  broke:  forth  flowed  fresh 
irer  of  blacke  goir  blood, 
rd  all  the  huuh  whereon  ne  stood ; 
•  thereof  wonld  drive  a  water-mill: 
aeated  was  his  furious  mood 
teoce  of  his  deepe-rooted  ill, 
of  fire  he  threw  forth  from  his  large  noaethrilL 

I  tajle  then  hurled  he  about,  23 

ith  all  enwrapt  the  nimble  thjea 
•fi>mj  steed,  whose  coura^  stout 
looee  the  knot  that  fast  him  tyes, 
strei^hter  bandes  too  rash  impljea, 
grooud  he  is  perforce  constraynd 
J  r>'der;  who  can  quickly  lyse 
e  earth,  with  durtj  blood  distajnd, 
^rochfuU  fall  right  fowly  he  disdayndi 

tooke  his  trenchard  blade  in  hand,  24 

I  he  stroke  so  furious  and  so  fell, 
tg  secmd  the  puissaunoe  could  withstand 
eat  the  hsrdned  yron  fell : 
T  hardned  crest  was  anna  so  well, 
r  dint  therein  it  would  not  make; 
nnelr  did  the  bufie  him  auell, 
henceforth  he  shund  the  like  to  take 
ge  aaw  tbaio  earner  he  did  tbem  still  foraake 

I 


jjtii  1118  late  wounded  wine:  v 

,     i  Tlien,  full  of  jirlef  and  anpui.' 

i     ■'.  He  lowdly  brayd.  that  like  wa 

1.  ,-.  And  from  his  wide  devouring 

ib  it  A  flake  of  fire,  that,  flashincr  ii 

U  Him  all  aiuazd,  and  almost  m. 

The  seorchinp  flame  sore  swin 
And  through  his  armour  all  hi 
That  he  could  not  endure  bo  cr 
But  thought  his  armes  to  leave 

Not  that  great  champion  of  the 
Whom  famous  poetes  verse  so  n 
And  hath  for  twelve  huge  laboui 
So  many  furies  and  sharpe  fits  d 
When  him  the  poysond  garmeni 
With  Centaurea  blood  and  blooc 
Ab  did  this  knight  twelve  thousa 
Whom  f>Tie  Steele  now  burnt,  tl 
That  erst  him  goodly  armd,  now 

Faynt,  wearie,  sore,  emboyled.  g 
With  heat,  toyle,  woimds,  armef 
That  never  man  such  misehiefes 
Death  better  were;  death  did  h< 
But  death  will  never  come,  whei 
Whom  so  dism^v/i  — ^ 
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For  unto  life  the  dcftd  it  could  restore,  30 

And  gmlt  of  siiifuli  crimes  cicane  wash  away; 

Thoae.  that  with  sickncasd  were  infected  sore, 

It  could  recuro ;  and  aged  long  decay 

Renew,  as  one  were  born  that  very  day. 

Both  Sil)  this,  and  Jordan,  did  excell. 

And  th'  Rni^Iish  B^th.  and  eke  the  German  Span; 

Ne  can  Cepfuse,  nor  Ilebrus,  match  this  well : 

Into  the  same  the  knight  back  overthrowen  felL 

Now  gan  the  golden  PhcobiLs  for  to  steepe  81 

Hid  ilerie  face  in  billowes  of  the  west. 

And  his  faint  steedes  watred  in  ocean  deepe, 

Wliiles  from  their  ioumall  labours  they  did  rest; 

When  that  infemall  monster,  having  kest 

His  wearie  foe  into  that  living  well. 

Can  hiffh  advaunce  his  broad  discoloured  brest 

Above  hia  wonted  pitch,  with  countenance  fell. 

And  dapt  his  yron  wings,  as  victor  he  did  dwelL 

Which  when  his  i>en8ive  lady  saw  from  farre,  S2 

Great  woe  and  sorrow  did  her  soule  assay, 

As  weening  that  the  sad  end  of  the  warre; 

And  gan  to  highest  God  entirely  pray 

That  feared  chaunce  from  her  to  turne  away: 

With  folded  hands,  and  knees  full  lowly  bent, 

All  niffht  she  watclit;  ne  once  adowne  would  lay 

Her  dainty  limbs  in  her  sad  drcriment, 

But  praying  still  did  wake,  and  waking  did  lament. 

Tlie  morrow  nejrt  gan  early  to  appeare,  33 

Tliat  Titan  rose  to  runne  his  daily  race; 

But  cari'ly,  ere  the  morrow  noxt  gan  rcare 

Out  of  the  sea  faire  Titans  deawy  face. 

Up  ro3o  the  gentle  virgin  from  her  place, 

And  looked  all  al)out,  if  she  might  spy 

Hi-r  loved  kuigbt  to  move  his  manly  pace: 

For  she  had  great  doubt  of  his  safety, 

Since  late  she  saw  him  fall  before  his  euimy. 

At  last  she  saw.  where  he  upstarted  bravo  34 

Out  of  the  well  wherein  he  drenched  lay: 
As  eade,  fresh  out  of  the  ocean  wave, 
WIktc  he  hath  lefte  his  plumes  all  hory  gray. 
Ami  deckt  himselfo  with  fethers  youthly  gay. 
Like  eyas  hauke  up  mounts  unto  the  skies, 
His  ne wly -budded  pinfv>«5  to  assay, 
-  \nd  marreiles  at  himselfo,  stil  as  he  £ic8 : 
So  BOW  tMs  Dew'borae  knight  to  bAttell  new  did  riso, 

I  2 


■  •^      >I  v/< 


I 


xLiv  ueadly  dint  Lis  dulled  svnc 

I  wote  not.  whothcr  tlio  roveniii 
'/I'orc  liardned  with  that  holy  w 
"NVhtTcin  lie  foil :  or  sharpcT  cd^ 
Or  his  baptized  hands  now  great 
Or  other  secret  vertue  did  ensew 
Els  never  could  the  force  of  flesl 
!Ne  molten  inettall,  in  his  blood  < 
For,  till  that  stownd.  could  neve; 
By  subtilty,  nor  slight,  nor  migh 

The  cruell  wound  enrajrcd  him  so 
That  loud  he  yelled  for  exceeding 
As  hundred  ramping  lions  seemd 
Whom  ravenous  hunger  did  there 
Then  gan  he  tossc  aloft  his  stretcL 
And  tnerewith  scourge  the  buxom 
That  to  liis  force  to  3'ielden  it  was 
Ne  ou^ht  his  sturdy  strokes  migh 
That  high  trees  overthrew,  and  ro 

Tlie  same  advauncing  hi^h  above  I 
With  sliarpc  intended  sting  so  ru( 
That  to  the  earth  him  drove,  as  sti 
Nc  living  wight  would  have  him  1 
The  mortall  stinjo^  his  angrv'  needh 
Quite  throuch  ln«  a^i-*''*  -    '' 


^■^  1 
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nnoc  t-liinke,  whmt  outnige  and  what  eries,  40 

trie  enfouldred  imoake  and  flashinff  fire^ 
1-bred  beast  threw  forth  nnto  tho  skieB, 
.  was  oorered  with  darknesse  dire : 
aught  with  rancour,  and  engorged  yre^ 
at  onoe  him  to  arenge  for  all ; 
kthering  up  himselfe  oat  of  the  mize 
is  uneren  wings,  did  fiercely  fall 
ia  sunne-bright  shield,  and  giypt  it  fast  withalL 

iras  the  man  enoomhred  with  his  hdd,  41 

e  to  lose  his  weapon  in  his  paw. 

t  yett,  how  his  talannts  to  unfold ; 

rder  was  from  Cerberus  greedr  iaw 

:ke  a  bone,  then  from  his  cruell  claw 

re  by  strenjg^  the  g[riped  gage  amay : 

he  assayd  it  from  his  foote  to  draw, 

irise  in  Taine  to  draw  it  did  assay ; 

jcd  nought  to  thinke  to  robbo  him  of  his  pray. 

ben  he  saw  no  power  might  proraile,  42 

iisty  sword  he  cald  to  his  lant  aid, 

?with  he  fiersly  did  his  foe  aspaile, 

oublc  blowes  about  him  stoutly  laid, 

rlauncing  fire  out  of  tho  yron  plaid ; 

irckles  from  the  andvile  use  to  fly, 

heavy  hammers  on  the  wedg  are  swaid ; 
(rith  at  last  he  forst  him  to  unty 
f  his  grasping  feete,  him  to  defi>nd  thereby. 

:her  foote,  fast  fixed  on  his  shield,  43 

as  no  strength  nor  stroks  mote  him  constraine 

ise,  ne  yet  the  warlike  pledg  to  yield ; 

lott  thereat  with  all  hifl  might  and  maine, 

imight  80  wondrous  puisfiaunce  might  sustaine : 

tlie  ioint  the  lucky  Steele  did  li^ht, 

nade  such  way,  that  hewd  it  quite  in  twaine ; 

aw  yett  missed  not  his  minisht  might, 

ong  stiU  on  the  shield,  ss  it  at  first  was  pight. 

riefe  thereof  and  divelish  despight,  44 

his  infemall  foumaee  fourth  he  threw, 

flames,  that  dimmed  all  the  hevens  light, 
d  in  duskish  smoke  and  brimstone  blew : 
iming  Aetna  from  his  boyling  stew 

belch  out  flsmes,  and  rockes  in  peecea  broke, 
ragged  ribs  ofmoanfalnea  molten  new, 
tpt  ID  colebhcke  clowds  and  Glthy  smoke 
rtheJmnd  with  gtcncb,  and  hevea  with  horror  dioke. 
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The  lieate  wbenoi,  and  hannefull  pestflenoe^ 

So  Bore  luun  oogrd,  that  font  him  to  retire 

A  little  hackeward  for  hia  heat  defence. 

To  Bare  hia  body  fnnk  the  aoorchxng  fire. 

Which  he  firom  nellish  entrailea  did  expire. 

It  channat,  (Etemali  God  that  channce  did  goide^) 

Aa  he  reooued  backeward,  in  the  mire 

HiB  mf^  fonrearied  feebfe  feet  did  slides 

And  downe  he  fell,  with  diead  of  ahame  sore  terrifidi 

There  grew  a  Rood^  tree  him  faire  beside 

Loaden  with  finit  and  apples  rosy  redd. 

As  they  in  pore  rermilkm  had  been  dide. 

Whereof  gmt  Tertaea  oyer  all  were  reddt 

For  happy  life  to  all  which  thereon  fed4 

And  liie  eke  ererlaati^  did  befall : 

Great  Gk>d  it  planted  in  diat  blessed  stedd 

With  his  Almidity  hand,  and  did  it  call 

Hie  Tree  of  Ufe,  the  crime  of  our  first  fathers  fiill. 

In  all  the  world  like  was  not  to  be  fownd, 

Save  in  that  soile,  where  all  good  things  did  grow. 

And  fireely  sprong  ont  of  the  fruitfull  grownd. 

As  inoomipted  Kature  did  them  sow, 

TiU  that  dredd  dragon  all  did  overthrow. 

Another  like  faire  tree  eke  grew  thereby,  • ' 

Whereof  whoso  did  eat,  eflsoones  did  know 

Both  good  and  ill :  O  moomfull  memory ! 

That  tree  through  one  mans  fault  hath  doen  us  all  to 

From  that  first  tree  forth  flowd,  aa  from  a  well, 

A  trickling  streame  of  balme,  most  soveraine 

And  dain^  deare,  which  on  the  ground  still  fell. 

And  OTerflowed  all  the  fertile  plaine. 

As  it  had  deawed  bene  wiUi  timely  raine ; 

life  and  long  health  that  gracious  ointment  gare ; 

And  deadly  wounds  could  neale ;  and  reare  againe 

The  sencelesse  corse  i^pointed  for  the  mxe  i 

Into  that  same  he  feU,  which  did  from  death  him  8ay< 

For  ni^  thereto  the  ever-damned  beast 
Durst  not  approch,  for  he  was  deadly  made^ 
And  al  that  life  preserved  did  detest ; 
Yet  he  it  oft  adventur'd  to  invade. 
By  this  the  drouping  Day-light  gan  to  fade, 
Aiid  yield  his  rowme  to  sad  succeeding  Ni^i^t, 
Who  with  her  sable  mantle  gan  to  %\ii^e 
The  face  of  earth  and  wayea  of  \mn^w\^\.,       ^ 
And  high  her  baming  torch  set  up  inYuwvcs&.vstviBDfi 
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•n  knight,  who,  wmrj  of  Ions  fights 

;  through  lone  of  bkxM*  moor  d  not  at  •]!» 

IB  in  a  dmme  of  deepe  delight, 

1  with  prctioos  balme,  whoee  Tertoouf  mifl^ 

I  his  woundea,  and  ioorohing  heat  alajr  i 

le  stricken  was  with  soie  anight^ 

us  safeCie  gin  derootly  praj, 

ih  the  nojons  ni|^  ud  wait  Ibr  ioTOua  day. 

ladajgan  early  to  appeare;  ffl 

e  Aurora  from  the  deawy  bed 

nthone  gan  herselfe  to  reare 

J  cheekes,  for  shams  as  blushing  red  t 

en  locks,  for  hast,  were  loosely  shed 

T  earea,  when  Una  hw  did  marke 

o  her  charet,  all  with  flowers  spved, 

ren  high  to  chaoe  the  chearelesse  darke ; 

xy  note  her  lowd  salutes  the  mountain  larke. 

shly  up  arose  the  douglity  knight,  68 

d  of  his  hurts  and  woundes  wide, 

himselfe  to  battaile  ready  dight ; 

arly  foe  awaiting  him  beside 

derourd,  so  soone  as  day  he  spyde, 

>w  he  Bavr  bimselfe  so  freshly  reare, 

*  fi^ht  had  nought  him  damni^'de, 

i  dismaid,  and  gan  his  fate  to  reare ; 

le  with  wonted  rage  he  him  adyaunced  neare ; 

ds  first  encounter,  gaping  wyde,         ^  C 

ght  attoDce  him  to  liave  swallowd  quigfat, 

ht  upon  him  with  outragious  pryde ; 

rn  rencounting  fierce  as  hauke  in  flight, 

)  rebutted  back :  the  weapon  brighC 

advantage  of  his  open  iaw, 

ough  his  mouth  with  so  imp6rtune  might, 

epe  emperst  his  darksome  hollow  maw, 

ck  retyrd,  his  life  blood  forth  withall  did  draw. 

le  he  fell,  and  forth  his  life  did  breath,  M 

nisht  into  smoke  and  cloudes  swift ; 

ae  he  fell,  that  th'  earth  him  underneath 

ne,  as  feeble  so  great  load  to  lift; 

ne  be  fell,  as  an  huge  rocky  clift, 

false  foundacion  waves  have  washt  away, 

readfulJ  poyae  is  from  the  mayneiand  rifi, 

^liagr  downe,mat  Neptune  doth  dismay : 

fAe£d^  MBdJike  aa  temped  moimtaine  lay. 
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The  knight  himBelfe  eren  tremUed  at  his  fidk 

So  hu^  and  horrible  a  mane  it  aeeoad; 

And  his  deare  kdy,  that  behi^  it  all. 

Durst  not  approch  tbr  dread  which  she  misdeemdi 

But  yet  at  last,  whenas  the  direfbU  feend 

She  saw  not  stirre,  (^-ahaking  vaine  ^^rit^t 

She  nkdier  drew,  and  saw  that  ioyous  end: 

Ihen  God  she  prajsd,  and  thaiJct  her  iSuthiUl  kai^ 

lliat  had  atchieTde  so  great  a  contiieat  hj  his  mi^Ck 


CAI^TOXn. 

Fajm  Uds  to  the  Badcwsn  katght 

Betrovthed  it  with  lor: 
TlKNi|(h  fklM  Dnetn,  It  to  butt. 

Her  IUm  ileigiitee  doe  Implqf . 

BsHOLD  I  see  the  haren  nigh  at  hand, 

To  which  I  mesne  my  weane  course  to  bend ; 

Yere  the  maine  shete,  and  beare  up  with  the  land* 

The  which  afore  is  fayrly  to  be  kend. 

And  seemeth  safe  from  storms  that  may  offend : 

There  this  fayre  virgin  wearie  of  her  wsy 

Must  landed  bee,  now  at  her  ioumeyes  end ; 

There  eke  my  feeble  barke  a  while  mpv  stay. 

Till  meiy  wynd  and  weather  call  her  tnenoe  away. 

Soarsely  had  Phoebus  in  the  glooming  east 

Tett  harnessed  his  fyrie-footed  teeme, 

Ne  reard  above  the  earth  his  flaming  creast ; 

When  the  last  deadly  smoke  alofl  did  steeme 

That  signe  of  last  outbreathed  life  did  seeme 

XJnto  the  watchman  on  the  castle-wall. 

Who  thereby  dead  that  balefuU  beast  did  deeme 

And  to  his  lord  and  lady  lowd  gan  call. 

To  tell  how  he  had  seene  the  dEagons  fatall  falL 

Uprose  with  hastv  ioy,  snd  feeble  speed. 
That  aged  syre,  the  lord  of  all  that  land. 
And  looked  forth,  to  weet  if  trew  indeed 
Those  tydinges  were,  as  he  did  understand : 
Which  whenas  trew  by  tryall  he  out-fond. 
He  badd  to  open  wyde  his  brasen  gate, 
Which  long  tune  had  beene  shut,  and  out  of  bond 
Aodaymed  ioy  and  peace  ihrow^  sWYva  «\;^te\ 
I(C^  dead  jhjw  waa  th^  foe>ivh3m  lYkesatett^i^dkNalua* 
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inD]Miiiit  trompHli  wwiid  on  hy%  4 

iieren  the  eecooad  report 
'  ioj,  mod  luqipte  ribtorj 
that  had  them  \(mg  oppmt  with  tort, 
prifoned  in  sieged  fort. 
f  people,  M  in  memne  feast* 
mUed  with  one  full  oons6rt, 
it  the  &11  of  thnt  great  beast, 
AdenuJl  bondage  now  th^  were  releasi. 

» that  anncient  lord,  and  aged  qneene,  6 

lotiqne  robes  downe  to  the  grownd, 

iabihments  right  well  beseene : 
nw  about  thnn  waited  rownd 
tad  sober  peres,  all  grarelr  gownd ; 
IT  before  did  march  a  goodly  oand 
ijuDg  men,  all  hmole  armes  to  sownd* 
'  thifT  lanrell  braonches  bore  in  hand ; 
.Ik*  of  nctoiy  and  peace  in  all  their  land. 

iM  li-nffhtie  conqnerom*  they  came,  6 

L;  l—:''»re  themselves  prostrating  low, 
•r  i  and  patrone  loud  did  him  proclame, 
1.  «  ttet  their  Uwrell  boughes  did  throw, 
ar'^r  them,  all  dauncini;  on  a  row, 
r:.«*!v  ririnns  came,  with  girlands  difrlit, 
ii  a*  flow  pes  in  medow  greene  doe  prow, 
[:^«.'niiDi;  deaw  upon  their  leaves  doth  licht; 
'.Lrir  handes  sweet  timbrells  all  upliheld  on  bight. 

bk-m  before,  the  fry  of  children  yong  7 

B  &rjtoa  sportes  and  childish  mirth  did  play, 
tr.f  may  dens  sownding  tymbrels  song 
i  a:: used  n<4os  a  ioyous  la}', 
L'U  vielichttul  mu^ick  all  the  way, 
*i--v  i-ame.  when?  that  faire  Virgin  stood: 
r*  Plana  in  fn*8h  somracrs  day 
'?>  iit-r  &yij)phc9  enraung'd  in  shady  wood, 
I T*.  file,  some  do  run,  some  batlie  in  christall  flood : 

^hpld  those  mavdens  meriment  8 

:i-  in  full  vew ;  ^ho.  when  to  her  tlioj'  came, 
r  .wj>  ;<•  L'^rounil  with  gracious  humblcsso  bent, 
?r  aJ<.T'd  by  honorable  name, 
u»  hi  ren  lior  everlasting  fame : 
►t  i«-r  Lead  th«»y  sett  a  girlond  greene, 
•  •vned  li*r  t«ixt  eaniest  and  t\%ixt  game: 
n  her  self  res«-mblauce  well  beseeiip. 

>.  such  as  Mhe  fras,  m  goodly  muidcn  queene. 


HMped  together  in  n__ , 

To  tee  the  face  of  tlut  vtetorknu  nan. 

Whom  all  admired  m  bam  heareB  aant. 

And  Kac'd  npon  with  gaping  wondtnaeitt. 

But  when  they  came  wbM«  (hat  dead  dr^en  Iv* 

Stretcht  on  the  Rroond  in  mMutrooa  laige  eAea^ 

"Du)  aig^t  with  ydle  ttan  did  them  diaav, 

He  dnnt  approeh  Hm  1a^  t«  toodi,  or  odm  tmtf. 


Or  in  bis  wombe  might  larke  Mnie  hidden  neat 
Of  maoj  dragODettei,hia&utfDUieede;. 
Another  tajde,  that  in  hia  ^ea  did  reat 
Tet  nnreklinB  fji«,  and  baod  thereof  ta3w  heed  I 
Another  said,  lie  aaw  him  more  hia  ejes  indeed. 

One  mother,  whenaa  her  fooleliardy  chyld  ] 

Did  come  too  neare,  aad  with  his  talaata  play, 

Halfe  dead  through  resrc,  her  little  babe  revyld. 

And  to  her  gossips  gan  in  oounsell  Mjr ; 

"  How  can  1  toil,  but  Lbat  his  tfllanta  may 

Tet  scratch  my  sonne,  or  rend  his  tender  bandP*' 

So  diTersly  themselves  in  vaiae  they  fray ; 

Whiles  some  more  bold  to  measure  bim  niah  atoodr 

To  prore  how  nuny  acres  be  did  spred  of  land. 

Una  floclced  all  the  folke  him  rovod  about  t  1 

Ibe  whiles  that  hoaoe  kiug,  with  all  bis  trainee 

Being  arrived  where  that  ccampioQ  stout 

Ailer  his  foes  defeasaunce  did  remaioe. 

Him  goodly  greetes,  and  fayre  does  entertayng 

With  princely  iiifts  of  yvory  and  gold, 

And  thousand  tliankes  him  yeeldea  for  all  hia  paine. 

Then  when  his  daupbter  deare  he  does  behold. 

Her  dearely  doth  imbrace,  and  kissetb  manifiJd. 

And  after  to  his  pallace  be  them  bringes,  ] 

With  Bhamnea,  and  trompets.  and  « illi  clarion*  sweet) 

And  all  the  nay  the  io.voua  people  sitipca, 

And  with  their  ganiieiit«  stron  cs  the  ynred  street ; 

Whence  mounting  up,  they  fynd  purveyaunce  meit 

Of  all,  that  royall  princes  court  became ; 

And  all  the  floore  nas  underneath  their  feet 
Smpredd  nilh  costly  scar\ott  ol  great  naxae, 
Ob  which  tliej  lowly  utt,  andbuiugf'u^eo*^"™** 


I 


i 
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What  ncedcfl  me  tell  their  feast  and  goodlj  gaize,  14 

In  which  was  nothing  riotous  nor  vaine  P 

What  needes  of  dainty  dishes  to  devize, 

Of  comely  services,  or  courtly  trayne. 

My  narrow  leares  cannot  in  them  contayne 

The  large  discourse  of  roiall  princes  state. 

Yet  was  their  manner  then  but  bare  and  playne ; 

For  th*  4ntiaue  world  excessc  and  pryde  aid  hate 

Such  proud  luxurious  pompe  is  swollen  up  but  late. 

Then,  when  with  meates  and  drinkes  of  every  kindo        15 

Their  fervent  appetite  they  quenched  had, 

That  auncient  ford  gan  fit  occasion  finde, 

Of  etrauncre^  adventures,  and  of  perils  sad 

Which  in  his  travell  him  befallen,  had. 

For  to  demaund  of  his  renowmed  guest : 

Who  then  with  utt*rance  grave,  and  count'jiance  sad. 

From  poynt  to  poynt,  as  is  before  exprest^ 

Diacoorst  his  voyage  long,  according  his  request. 

Qreai  pleasure,  mixt  with  pittiful  regard,  16 

That  jgiodly  kin^  and  queene  did  passionate, 

Why&  they  his  pittifull  adventures  heard;. 

That  oft  thev  did  lament  his  lucklesse  state, 

And  often  blame  the  too  imp6rtune  fate 

That  heaped  on  him  so  many  wrathfull  wreakcs ; 

(For  never  gentle  knight,  as  he  of  late. 

So  tossed  was  in  fortunes  eruell  freakes ;) 

And  all  the  while  salt  teares  bcdeawd  the  hearers  chcaks. 

Then  sayd  that  royall  pere  in  sober  wise ;  17 

**  Deare  soigne,  great  beene  the  evils  which  ye  bore 

From  first  to  last  in  your  late  enterprise. 

That  I  no'te  whether  praise  or  pitty  more : 

For  never  living  man,  I  weene,  so  sore 

In  sea  of  deadly  daungers  was  distrest: 

But  since  now  safe  ye  seised  have  the  shore. 

And  well  arrived  are  (hi^h  God  be  blest  !)^ 

Let  us  devize  of  ease  and  everlasting  rest."* 

"  Ah,  dearest  lord,"  said  then  that  doughty  knight,  IS 

**  Of  ease  or  rest  I  may  not  yet  devize ; 
For  by  the  faith,  which  1  to  arraes  have  plight, 
I  bownden  am  streight  after  this  emprize, 
As  that  your  daughter  can  ye  well  advize, 
Backe  to  retoume  to  that  great  Faery  Queene, 
And  her  to  Bcn'e  bi'xc  ycarca  in  warlike  wizc, 
Gainst  that  proud  Fay nim  king  that  works  hcf  tceno; 
27iere/ore  J  ouffht  crave  pardon,  tUl  I  there  have  bccue.'* 
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*'  Unhappy  falls  that  hard  neoemtf," 

Quoth  ne,  *'  the  troubler  of  my  happy  peaoo^ 

And  vowed  foe  of  my  felieity ; 

Ne  I  against  the  same  can  justly  preaoe. 

But  since  that  band  ye  eannot  now  Teleaae^ 

Nor  doen  undo,  (for  Towes  may  not  be  TayneJ 

Soone  as  the  terme  of  those  six  yeares  shall 

Ye  Uien  shaJl  hether  back  retoume  aga:me, 

The  marriage  to  aooomplish  Towd  betwut  yo«  twajBs 

"Which,  for  my part^  I  ooret  to  performe. 

In  sort  as  through  the  world  I  did  proclams^ 

That  whoso  kild  that  monster  most  deforms^ 

And  him  in  hardy  battayle  overcame, 

Should  have  mine  ondy  daughter  to  his  dame^ 

And  of  my  kingdome  hfirre  apparaunt  bee : 

Therefore  since  now  to  tnee  perteynes  the  same. 

By  dew  desert  of  noble  chevalree, 

Both  daughter  and  eke  kingdome  lo !  I  yield  to  theeu* 

Then  forth  he  called  that  his  daughter  fayre. 
The  fairest  Un\  his  onely  daughter  deare, 
His  onely  daughter  and  his  onely  hajre ; 
Who  forth  proceeding  with  sad  sober  cheare, 
As  bright  as  doth  the  morning  starre  appeare 
Out  of  the  east,  with  flaming  lockes  bedight. 
To  tell  that  dawning  day  is  drawing[  neare. 
And  to  the  world  does  bring  long-wished  li^t : 
So  faire  and  fresh  that  lady  shewd  hersdfe  m  sig^t : 

So  faire  and  fresh,  as  freshest  flowre  in  May ; 
For  she  had  layd  her  moumefull  stole  aside. 
And  widow-like  sad  wimple  throwne  away. 
Wherewith  her  heavenly  beautie  she  did  hide^ 
Whiles  on  her  weary  ioumcy  she  did  ride; 
And  on  her  now  a  garment  she  did  weare 
All  lilly  white,  withoutten  spot  or  pride. 
That  seemd  like  silke  and  silver  woven  neare ; 
But  neither  silke  nor  silver  therein  did  appeare. 

The  blazing  brightnesse  of  her  beauties  beame, 
^d  glorious  light  of  her  sunshynv  face, 
To  tell,  were  as  to  strive  against  the  streamet 
My  ragged  rimes  are  all  too  rude  and  bace 
Her  heavenly  lineaments  for  to  enchace. 
Ne  wonder ;  for  her  own  deare  loved  knight, 
AM  were  she  dailv  with  hunseUe  vn  v^aoe, 

Ih'd  wonder  much  at  her  celeatisl  aigYil  *. 

^il  A«d  lie  seene  her  faire,  but  never  so  ism  dSk^D^ 
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So  iiurelj  digbt  when  she  in  presenoe  came,  24 

She  to  her  svre  mode  humble  reyerence, 

And  bowed  low,  that  her  right  well  became. 

And  added  gnce  unto  her  ezcellenoe : 

"Wlio  with  great  wwedome  and  graye  eloquence 

Thus  gan  to  say— But,  eare  he  thus  had  sayd, 

With  ftynnf^  speeder  and  seeming  great  pretence. 

Came  running  in,  much  like  a  man  dismayd, 

A  messenger  with  letters,  which  his  message  sayd. 

All  in  the  open  hall  amased  stood  25 

At  suddeinnesse  of  that  unwaxy  sight. 

And  wondred  at  his  breathlesse  hasty  mood : 

But  he  for  nought  would  stay  his  passage  right, 

Till  fast  before  the  king  he  did  alight; 

Where  falling  flat  great  humblesse  he  did  make. 

And  kist  the  ground  whereon  his  foot  was  pight ; 

Then  to  his  handes  that  writt  he  did  betake, 

Which  he  disclosing,  read  thus  as  the  paper  spake ; 

"  To  thee,  most  mighty  king  of  Eden  fayre,  20 

Her  greeting  sends  in  these  sad  lines  addrest 

The  wofull  daughter  and  forsaken  heyre 

Of  that  great  emperour  of  all  the  west ; 

And  bids  thee  be  advized  for  tbe  best, 

Ere  thou  thy  dauphter  linck  in  holy  band 

Of  wedlock  e,  to  that  new  imknowen  guest: 

For  he  already  plighted  his  right  hand 

Unto  another  lore,  and  to  another  land. 

"  To  me  srd  mayd,  or  rather  widow  sad,  27 

He  was  afiVaunced  long  time  before. 

And  sacred  pled^  he  Doth  gave,  and  had. 

False  erraunt  knight,  infamous,  and  forswore  I 

Witnesse  the  burning  altars,  which  he  swore. 

And  guilty  heavens  of  his  bold  periunr ; 

Whien  though  he  hath  polluted  od  of  yore. 

Yet  I  to  them  for  iudgment  iust  doe  fly, 

And  them  coniure  t'  avenge  this  shamefull  iniury ! 

"  Therefore  since  mine  he  is,  or  free  or  bond,  2S 

Or  false  or  trew,  or  living  or  else  dead. 

Withhold,  O  soverayne  prince,  your  hasty  bond 

From  knitting  lesgue  with  him,  I  you  aread ; 

Ne  weene  my  right  with  strength  adowne  to  tread. 

Through  weaknesse  of  m^r  widowhed  or  woe ; 

For  Truth  is  t^roog  her  right  full  cause  to  plead, 

Si?  bidMibeeweU  to  fare,  tbjroeitber  friend  nor  W.  Fi 


ghi  DC  ma  irolu  ...., 

meniio  these  bloody  vowos  and  idle  thrcatfl, 
le  out  from  woinaini>li  impatient  mvnd  i* 
levens?  what  altars?  what  enroGrecl  heatcsi, 
oapi'd  up  with  terme«  of  love  unkynd, 
asrience  clearc  with  ffuilty  bands  would  bynd? 
jrod  be  witnesse,  that  I  guilt  lease  amel 
yourselfe,  sir  knii^ht,  ye  faulty  iynd, 
apped  be  in  loves  of  former  dame, 
erymc  doo  not  it  cover,  but  disclose  the  same* 

hom  the  Redcrosse  knight  this  answer©  sent; 
lord,  my  kinc;  be  nought  hereat  dismayd, 
i^'cll  ye  wote  by  grave  intendiment, 
it  woman,  and  wherefore,  doth  me  upbrayd 
h  breach  ( f  love  and  loialty  Iwtrayed. 
as  in  my  mishaps,  as  hither^'ard 
tely  traveild,  that  unawares  I  strayd 
:  of  my  way,  through  perils  straunge  and  hard ; 
it  day  should  faile  me  ere  I  hod  them  all  declard. 

Tiere  did  I  find,  or  rather  I  was  fownd 
this  false  woman  that  Fidessa  hight, 
dessa  hi^ht  the  falsest  dame  on  jgrownd, 
ost  false  Duessa,  roj>'all  richly  dight, 
hat  easy  was  t'  invefgle  weaker  sight: 
^10  by  her  wicked  arts  and  wiely  skill, 
'oo  false  and  strong  for  earthly  skill  or  mighty 
Jnawares  me  wrought  unto  her  wicked  will, 

—  fno  betray d,  when  leaat  I  feared  ill.'* 


tm,  llut  she  auborned  balh 

ger  with  letters  Tiiinc. 
md  uniirovitled  KStli, 
baad  faelKixt  us  titaine ; 

ImIIi  tlie  practicko  p&ine 

itt.  clokt  with  nmnlenFMe, 

e  for  to  discorer  pluine, 

mago  find.  I  ghesn?. 

re ;  IT  ho  trie*,  shall  find  no  lossc.' 

Jt  iiiov«d  al  her  »pfacl»; 

rin  indienntion  fraight. 

i^FT  mde  hands  to  reach. 

.  which  on  his  ilate  did  trait, 

■  TbIh.  *nd  bonnd  him  strait : 

It  efasnlTed  at  his  band, 

rhom  tmcl!  dogs  doe  baif , 

d  faine  them  to  withstand : 

aee  made  to  spapc  out  of  Uieir  ha 

fall  knr  in  dnnfteon  deepe, 
nd  and  foote  with  yron  chains: 
1  watch  did  warely  keepe. 
hinke,  that  bv  his  subtile  trains 
wle  death  or  deadly  pains  P 
rtuMV  wrath  was  pacifide, 
late  forbidden  bains, 
his  daughter  dear  he  ^de 
tnd  TOWM  for  ever  to  ab; de. 

b  the  bolj  knotti  did  Inutt, 

Ih  for  ever  can  divide ; 

Is.  for  rueh  a  tnrne  most  fitt, 

lid  kindle  and  proride, 

eret-n  sprinckled  wide; 

V  trade  a  (croome  did  bght, 

a  »ecrpt  rhatnber  hide, 

ot  be  quenched  day  nor  nisht. 

tea,  but  bumen  ever  briglit. 

inckle  all  the  ports  with  wine, 
•st  to  solpmniie  that  day; 

with  frankincense  divine, 
ir»  fetcht  from  far  away, 

did  iiweat  with  (ireBt  amy 
fweete  miisiekc  did  apply 
he  warbling  notes  to  play, 

dull  nifMncliolj  I 
og  a  toDg  of  lore  aod  ioUilf. 


Orcut  i«'V  was  ni.iilo  that  duv  of  vo 
An«l  soh'imu'  toast  profliiynul  tliroi 
Tlint  tlu'ir  oxort'tlini;  nuTth  mav  n< 
JSutlifO  it  Ill-are  hy  siiriu'H  to  uiulorsi 
The  usiiall  ioyes  at  knittinp:  of  love 
Tlirise  happy  man  the  knight  hinist 
Po8ses8iil  of  his  ladies  hart  and  hai 
And  ever,  when  his  eie  did  her  beh« 
His  heart  did  seeme  to  melt  in  plea 

Her  ioyous  presence,  and  sweet  coi 
In  full  content  lie  there  did  long  en 
Ne  wicked  envy,  ne  vile  flreolosy, 
His  deare  delifrhts  were  hable  to  ar 
Yet,  swimminf?  in  that  sea  of  blissfi 
He  noufrht  fonrott  how  he  whilome 
In  case  he  could  that  monstrous  bei 
Unto  his  Faeiy  Queene  backe  to  re 
The  which  he  shortly  did;  and  Una 

Now,  strike  your  sailes,  yee  iolly  mi 
For  we  be  come  unto  a  quiet  rode, 
Where  we  must  land  some  of  our  pi 
And  licht  this  wearj'  vessel!  of  her  1 
Here  she  a  while  may  make  her  saf( 
Till  she  repaired  have  her  tackles  sp 
And  wants  siinnlidp*  an^  «li 


li«tn    ofMt* 


THE  8EC0NB  BOOK 
or 

THE  FAEEIE   QUEENE, 

OOMTATNIIIO 

CAe  XcgenTi  of  Sir  €rii6on,  or  of  fianptitiunu. 


RIGHT  well  I  wote,  most  mighty  soTeraine^ 
That  all  this  famona  6niiqae  liiatoi;^ 
Of  some  th'  aboundance  of  an  ydle  braine 
Will  ludged  be,  and  painted  forgery. 
Bather  then  matter  of  iust  memory; 
Sith  none  that  breatheth  living  aire  doth  know 
Wliere  is  that  happy  land  of  Fagry, 
Which  I  80  much  doe  Taunt,  yet  no  where  show; 
But  Touch  antiquities,  which  no  body  can  know. 

But  let  that  man  with  better  sence  adTize, 
That  of  the  world  least  part  to  us  is  red ;    J 
A -id  daily  how  through  nardy  enterprize 
Mjiny  great  regions  are  discovered, 
M'hich  to  late  age  were  never  mentioned. 
Who  ever  heard  of  th*  Indian  Peru  P 
Or  who  in  venturous  vessell  measured 
The  Amazon  huge  river,  now  found  trew? 
Or  fruitfullest  Virginia  who  did  ever  vewP 

Yet  all  these  were,  when  no  man  did  them  know. 

Yet  have  from  wisest  ages  hidden  beene ; 

And  later  times  thin^es  more  unknowne  shall  show 

Wliy  then  should  witlesse  man  so  much  misweene, 

That  nothing  is.  but  that  which  he  hath  scene  P 

What,  if  witiiin  the  moones  fayre  shining  spheare, 

What,  if  in  every  other  starre  unseene 

Of  other  worldes  he  happily  should  heareP 

He  wonder  would  much  more ;  yet  such  to  some  appeare. 

Of  Faery  lond  yet  if  he  more  inquyre, 
By  certein  signes,  here  sett  in  sondrie  place. 
He  may  it  fynd ;  ne  let  him  then  admyre,         "'. 
But  yield  his  senco  to  bee  too  blunt  and  bace. 
That  no'te  without  an  hound  fine  footing  trace. 
And  thou,  O  fayrest  princesse  under  sky, 
In  this  fayre  mirrhour  mai^t  behold  thy  f&cCf 
And  thJD^  ofTDe  realmea  in  lond  oi' Faery, 
And  in  Hub  dntique  yznage  thy  great  aunoestiy. 


180 

The  which,  O !  poidcm  me  thiu  to  enfold 

In  coyert  Tele*  and  wrapt  in  ifliadowee  light. 

That  feeble  ^yee  your  gloiy  may  behold. 

Which  elk  oo«dd  not  endure  those  bcmnSe  hcilK 

But  would  bee  dazled  with  Receding  lijg^t. 

O !  pardon,  and  Tonchsafe  with  patient  eare 

The  orave  adyentoiei  of  this  Faeiy  knig^ 

The  ffood  Sir  Gujon,  ffratioualjr  to heare: 

In  whom  great  rule  of  Taaq^'imaMe  good^  dtA  ttpg^ 


CANTO  L 

The  Redorom  kniglit  wmiftmi 

Fyndef  Mordant  and  Amaria  ilatea 

With  rieaMues  poimied  bigrtei. 

TsiT  conning  architect  of  cancred  ^^lyl^t 
Whom  princes  late  displeasure  left  m  bands. 
For  falsecTletters,  and  suborned  wyle; 
Soone  as  the  fiedcrosse  knight  he  understands 
To  beene  dei>arted  out  of  Eden  laudes. 
To  serre  againe  his  soveraine  Elfin  gueene  $ 
His  artes  be  moves,  and  out  of  caytiyes  handes 
Himselfo  he  frees  hj  secret  meanes  unseene ; 
His  shackles  emptie  lefte,  himselfe  escaped  cleene; 

And  forth  he  fares,  full  of  malicious  m jnd. 
To  worken  mischiefe,  and  avenging  woe, 
Whereever  he  that  godly  kuigbt  may  fynd, 
His  onely  hart-sore  and  his  onely  foe ; 
Sith  Una  now  he  algates  must  foregoe, 
Whom^  victorious  handes  did  earst  restore 
To  native  crowne  and  kingdom  late  ygoe ; 
Where  she  enioyes  sure  peace  for  evermore, 
Aswetherbeaten  ship  arryv'd  on  happie  shore. 

Him  therefore  now  the  obiect  of  his  spight 
And  deadly  food  he  makes :  him  to  ofifend 
Bv  forsed  treason,  or  by  open  fight, 
lie  seekes,  of  all  his  drifte  the  aymed  end: 
Thereto  his  subtile  engins  he  does  bend. 
His  practick  witt  and  his  ^yxejyled  tODoe, 
Wim  dioosand  other  sleishtee ;  for  well  be  kend 
JBjw  credit  now  in  doabtfuu.  baAaTmce'Wmax 
JFor  hardly  (xmld  bee  hurt,  wYio  waa  v^bceaAf  tto^. 
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StilL  as  he  went»  lie  c»fUe  stales  did  laj,  4 

With  cunning  traynes  him  to  entrap  onwareSi 

And  privy  spyals  plast  in  all  his  way, 

To  weete  what  oomse  he  takes,  and  how  he  fioesi 

To  ketdi  him  at  a  yanntage  in  his  snares. 

But  now  so  wise  and  waiy  was  the  knight 

Bt  tiyall  of  his  former  harmes  and  cares. 

That  ne  descryde,  and  shonned  stiUl,  his  sli|{ht : 

The  fish,  that  once  was  caaght»  new  hayt  wil  hardly  byte. 

Nathlesse  th'  enchannter  would  not  spare  his  payne^        6 

In  hope  to  win  occasion  to  his  will ; 

Which  when  he  long  awaited  had  in  Tayne. 

He  channgd  his  mjmd  from  one  to  other  ill: 

For  to  all  good  he  enimy  was  still. 

Upon  the  way  him  fortuned  to  meete. 

Fi^vre  marchmg  nndemeath  a  shady  nill, 

A  goodly  knight,  all  armd  in  hamesse  meete, 

That  from  his  head  no  place  appeared  to  his  feete. 

His  carriage  was  full  comely  and  upright;  6 

His  countenance  demure  and  temperate ; 

But  yett  so  steme  and  terrible  in  si^ht, 

That  ('heard  his  friendes,  and  did  his  foes  amate: 

He  was  an  Elfin  borne,  of  noble  state        ~ '  '"^ 

And  ioifikle  worship  in  his  native  land ; 

Well  could  he  tourney,  and  in  lists  debate. 

And  knighthood  tooke  of  good  Sir  Huons  hand. 

When  with  king  Oberon  he  came  to  Fary  land. 

Him  als  accompanyd  upon  the  way  7 

A  comely  palmer,  clad  m  black  attyro. 

Of  r^-pest  yeares.  and  heares  all  hoarie  gray, 

That  with  a  staffe  his  feeble  steps  did  stire, 

Least  his  long  way  his  aged  Umbes  should  tirei 

And,  if  by  lookes  one  may  the  mind  arcad, 

lie  seemd  to  be  a  sage  and  sober  sjre ; 

And  ever  with  slow  pace  the  knight  did  lead, 

Wlio  taught  his  trampling  steed  with  equall  steps  to  tread. 

Such  whenas  Archimago  them  did  view,  8 

He  weened  well  to  worke  some  lincouth  wyle; 

Eflsoones,  untwisting  his  deceiptfuli  clew. 

He  can  to  weave  a  web  of  wicked  guyle ; 

And,  with  faire  countenance  and  flattring  style 

To  them  approching,  thus  the  knight  bespake; 

**  Fayre  sonne  of  Mars,  thjtt  Beeke  with  warlike  fq^le. 

And  freat  atcbier'mentB,  grea,t  yomaeUe  \o  make 

VoucliMMfe  io  Btayyaor  ateed  for  humhld  Jniaers  Bake  •* 
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He  stayd  his  steed  for  humble  misers  sake,  I 

And  badd  tell  on  the  tenor  of  his  playnt: 

Who  feigning  then  in  every  limb  to  quake 

Through  inward  feare,  and  seemiog  pale  and  faiyiit» 

With  piteous  mone  his  percing  speach  gan  pajnfc: 

"  Deare  lady !  how  shall  I  dedare  thy  cace. 

Whom  late  I  left  in  languorous  constrict  P 

Would  Grod !  thyselfe  now  present  were  in  place 

To  tell  this  ruefull  tale :  thy  sight  oould  win  tbee  gnee: 


"  Or  rather  would,  O !  would  it  so  had  channflt»  K 

That  you,  most  noble  sir,  had  present  beene 

When  that  lewd  rybauld,  with  yyle  lust  adyannit^ 

Laid  first  his  filthie  hands  on  vir^n  cleene. 

To  spo.vlc  her  dainty  corps,  so  faure  and  sheene 

As  on  the  earth,  great  mother  of  us  all. 

With  living  eye  more  fayre  was  never  seene 

Of  chastity  and  honour  virginall : 

Witnes,  ye  heavens,  whom  she  in  vaine  to  help  did  call! 

"  How  mav  it  be,"  sayd  then  the  knight  halfe  wroth,       I 

That  knight  should  knighthood  ever  so  have  shent?*' 

**  None  but  that  saw,"  quoth  he.  '*  would  weene  for  troth. 

How  shamefullv  that  mayd  he  did  torment : 

Her  looser  goldeu  lockes  he  rudely  rent. 

And  drew  her  on  the  ground ;  and  his  sharpe  sword 

Against  her  snowy  brest  he  fiercely  bent. 

And  threatned  death  with  many  a  bloodie  word ; 

Tounge  hates  to  tell  the  rest  that  eye  to  see  abhord." 

Therewith  amoved  from  his  sober  mood,  ] 

"And  lives  he  yet,"  said  he,  "  that  wrought  this  act? 

And  doen  the  lieavens  afibrd  him  vitall  food?" 

"  He  lives."  quoth  he,  **  and  boasteth  of  the  fiict, 

Ne  vet  hath  any  knight  his  courage  crackt." 

•*  Where  may  that  treachour  then,"  sayd  he,  "  be  found* 

Or  by  what  meancs  may  I  his  footing  tract?" 

"  That  shall  I  sh^w,"  said  he.  *'  as  sure  as  hound 

The  stricken  deare  doth  chaleng  by  the  bleeding  woand.* 

He  stayd  not  lenger  talke,  but  with  fierce  yre  I 

And  z<mlous  haste  away  is  quickly  gone 
To  seeke  that  knight,  where  him  that  crafly  squyxe 
'Suppoed  to  be.    lliev  do  arrive  anone 
where  sate  a  gentle  lady  all  alone, 
With  ^^arments  rent,  and  heare  discheveled, 
Wringmg  her  handes,  and  making  piteous  mone: 
Her  swollen  eyes  were  muc\i  dia&(i;ux^ 
And  her  faire  face  with  teares  ^aa  ioN^Vf  Wx^(^emk«\. 


us 

TW  fcai^A-  aiMMWMiltm^  mail.  Atw  tii  hmm  mmA  •  %L 

'Pme  lijir.  towi^  feirlS  ■orrow  ill  bodigiiti 

flbm  pitty  ■  fo  woB  jron  fDiis  nmBiyd, 

iai  BKK  the  UiMwim  aijom  betn^  Inrioiift: 

Iml^  appeMe  yoor  griflfe  aad  hesfj  pliipu* 

iai  Ml  tbe  came  of  joor  eoDoeiTed  pijfiia  2 

fflr,  if  ka  liva  tliflt  balh  joa  doen  deipiglit^ 

Hit  JmH  70a  doe  dew  xeeompenee  agaamob 

Qrdi  Ui  wnng  with  gnalar  pmimnca  nunDtaaa." 


i 


wlicnd»haaid,aBi&dflBpightftillinM  15 

flba  wilfalfar  Imt  aoffiov  did  angmentk 
lad  oAadThope  of  eoaalbrt  diddatpiaa : 
Her  aoldea  lodua  moat  cmellf  aha  len^ 
lad  aentcbt  bar  fMi  with  ^laattj  dranmeiit  I 
Se  voald  dbe  avaakeb  aa  aaa.  na /at  be  aaane, 
lat  Ud  bar  Tiange.  nd  har  head  downe  bent» 
Tahrr fhr  %i\i rmii  ihiniiT  trr (ttt grnit  tnmn, 
la  if  h«  hart  with  iOROir  had  tnuafiied  bee&e : 

Til  her  that  aqiiTia  bespake ;  "  Madame,  m  j  liefe,  16 

J<ir  Gods  demre  lore  be  not  so  wilfull  bent, 
Bat  doe  Toocfasafe  now  to  reoeiye  reliefe, 
TV  which  good  fortune  doth  to  you  present. 
F-r  That  bootee  it  to  weepe  and  to  wajment 
Whra  in  is  cfaannst,  but  doth  the  ill  increase, 
.iad  the  weake  minde  with  double  woe  torment?" 
W1»A  she  her  square  heard  speake,  she  gan  appease 
H^  Tolantarie  pame,  and  feele  some  secret  ease. 

L'tfoooe  she  said ;  "Ah!  aentle  trustie  squyre,  17 

Whit  comfort  can  I,  wofull  wretch,  conceare ! 

C»r  vhr  should  erer  I  henceforth  desyre 

To  M  Cure  hearena  face,  and  life  not  leaye, 

S^rti  that  false  travtour  did  my  honour  reave  P" 

"  r  ftiM  traytour  certee,"  saide  the  Faerie  knight, 

"  I  md  the  man,  that  ever  would  deceave 

A  s«*ntle  lady,  or  her  wronff  through  might  • 

D^mifa  wcTv  too  Utle  paine  for  such  a  fowlo  dcspight. 

• 

""Bat  BOW,  fayre  ladye,  comfort  to  you  make,  18 

A&d  rf«d  who  hath  ye  wrought  this  shameful!  plight* 
Tka  thort  rcrenge  the  man  may  overtake, 
^liifino  he  be,  and  soon  upon  him  liffht." 
-Ccrte*.-  raid  the,  "  I  wote  not  how  he  hight, 
But  ondcr  him  a  gray  steede  he  did  wield, 
tllMi«e  fidea  with  dapled  entiles  weren  dight: 
rpffisfat  he  rode,  ana  in  his  silver  shield 
HeboKabloodieeraaM^,  tW  ^iiartired  all  the  field.** 
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•*  Now  by  my  head,"  saide  Gtomv^  much  I 

How  that  same  knight  shooidaoe ao  fowle amk. 

Or  ever  gentle  damzell  to  abase : 

For  may  I  boldly  aay,  he  anrely  ia 

A  light  good  knight,  and  trew  of  word  ywis  x 

Ipresent  was,  and  can  it  witnesse  weU, 

When  armes  he  swore,  and  streigfat  did  euiwtHM 

Th'  adyenture  of  the  errant  damoiell ; 

In  which  he  hath  great  glory  wonne,  as  I  heaie  toL 

"  Nathlesse  he  shortly  shall  againe  be  tiyde*  9 

And  fairely  quit  him  of  th'  imputed  blame ; 

Els,  be  ye  sure,  he  dearely  shall  abyde. 

Or  make  you  good  amendment  for  the  same: 

All  wrongs  have  mende8,but  no  amendea  of  shameu 

Now  therefore,  lady,  rise  out  of  your  paine. 

And  see  the  salvinff  of  your  blotted  name." 

Full  loth  she  seemd  thereto,  but  yet  did  faine; 

For  she  was  inly  glad  her  purpose  so  to  gaine. 

Her  purpose  was  not  such  as  she  did  faine,  21 

No  yet  her  i)erson  such  as  it  was  seene ; 

But  under  simple  shew,  and  semblant  plaine, 

Lurkt  false  Duessa  secretly  unseene. 

As  a  chaste  virgin  that  had  wronged  beene ; 

So  had  false  Archimago  her  disguvsd. 

To  cloke  her  giiite  with  sorrow  ancl  sad  teene ; 

And  eke  himselfe  had  craftily  devisd 

To  be  her  squire,  and  do  her  service  well  aguisd. 

Her,  late  forlome  and  naked,  he  had  found  23 

Where  she  did  wander  in  waste  wildemesse, 

Lurkinj^  in  rockes  and  ?aves  far  under  crround. 

And  with  greeue  mosse  cov'ring  her  nakednesse 

To  hide  her  shame  and  loathly  filthinosse. 

Sith  her  Prince  Arthur  of  pr'Xid  ornaments 

And  borrowd  beauty  spoyld :  her  nathelesso 

Th'  enchaunter  finding  fit  for  his  intents 

Did  thus  revest,  and  deokt  with  dew  habiliments. 

For  all  he  did  was  to  doceive  good  knights,^  S3 

And  draw  them  from  pursuit  of  praise  and  fame 

To  slug  in  slouth  and  sensuall  delights. 

And  end  their  daies  with  irrenowned  shamo. 

And  now  exceeding  griefe  him  overcame. 

To  see  the  Eedcrosse  thus  advaunced  hye  { 

Therefore  this  craflie  entnne  he  (Ud  frame. 
Against  bia  praise  to  stirre  up  enm\V^e 
Of  such,  as  rertaes  like  mote  unto  Vmn  q2^^^ 
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So  now  he  €hrf  on  iniydet  an  tboonth  way  24 

Tliroogli  woooB  and  mountainea.  till  ihey  came  afc  last 

Into  a  pleaaant  dale  that  lowhr  lay 

Betwixt  two  hila,  whose  high  Leadfl^  orerplaat, 

The  ralley  did  with  ooole  shade  oreroAst ; 

Through  midst  thereof  a  little  river  rold, 

^  which  there  nte  a  knight  with  helme  unlaate» 

Himselfe  refreshing  with  the  liquid  cold. 

After  his  traTell  long  and  labours  manifold. 

"  Lo !  yonder  he,"  cirde  Archimage  alowd,  25 

*'That  wrought  the  shamefuU  fact  which  I  did  shew; 

And  now  he  doth  himselfe  in  secret  shrowd. 

To  fly  the  yengeaunce  for  his  outrage  dew; 

But  yaine ;  for  ye  shall  dearely  do  nim  rew: 

(So  God  ye  speed  and  send  you  good  successe !) 

Which  we  far  off  will  here  abide  to  vew." 

So  they  him  left  iuflam'd  with  wrathfulnesse. 

That  streight  against  that  knight  his  spcarehedidaddressc. 

Who,  seeing  him  from  far  so  fierce  to  pricke,  26 

His  warlike  armes  about  liim  gan  embrace. 

And  in  the  rest  his  ready  spearc  did  sticke ; 

Tho,  whenas  still  he  saw  hmi  towards  pace, 

He  gan  rencounter  him  in  equall  race. 

They  bene  ymett,  both  ready  to  affrap, 

When  suddeinly  that  warriour  gan  abace 

His  threatned  speare,  as  if  some  now  mishap 

Had  him  betide,  or  hidden  danger  did  entrap ; 

And  ci^de,  "  Mercie,  sir  knight !  and  mercie,  lord,  27 

For  mine  offence  and  hecdelesse  hardimeut. 

That  had  almost  committed  crime  abhord, 

And  with  reprochfull  shame  mine  honour  shent, 

Whiles  cursed  Steele  against  that  badge  I  beut. 

The  sacred  badge  of  miF  lledeemers  death, 

Wliich  on  your  shield  is  set  for  ornament !" 

But  his  fierce  foe  his  steed  could  stay  uneath. 

Who,  prickt  with  courage  kene,  did  cruell  battell  brcal  h. 

But,  when  he  heard  him  si>eake,  streight  way  he  kuew     23 
His  errour ;  and.  himselfe  inclynin^,  sayd  ; 
*'  Ah !  deare  Sir  Guy  on,  well  becommeth  you. 
But  me  behoveth  rather  to  upbrayd, 
Whose  hastie  hand  so  far  from  reason  strayd. 
That  almost  it  did  haynous  violence 
On  that  fayre  ymage  of  that  hovonly  mavd, 
Tbjii  decks  and  Brmos  your  slueld  with  /Sure  defence  i 
raarcourt'jae  iMkea  on  you  another  dew  offcuoe/" 
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So  beene  tbej  both  atone,  and  dooi  uptMn 
Thnr  bctren  bright  t*A  olhar  tor  to  gnat) 
Ooodlj  ooinportaviiee  euh  to  other  Move, 
And  enteitauke  themeelTea  withoomt^iiN  iMat> 
Then  Mid  tiie  Bedcnaw  Imi^t;  "  Now  mote  1 1 
Sir  Gnron,  why  with  m  Seroe  — l""™— . 
And  fell  intent  ye  did  at  eamt  me  meet : 
For,  uth  I  know  yonr  good^  gonraru 
Grnt  OMuw,I  wMnSk  yon  gmded,  or  M- 

*'Cntei.''Midhe.  "wcDmotelehaaietolea  M 

Toe  fend  encbewon  that  me  hether  led. 

A  false  inf&Dooa  ftitoor  late  beMl 

He  tot  to  meet,  that  aeemed  ill  beated. 

And  playnd  of  grievooa  ootng^  whioh  he  nd 

Aktught  had  wrooght  aMinataladr  Rent; 

'Which  to  avenge,  ho  to  thia  ^aee  me  led. 

Where  yon  he  made  the  maixe  of  hi*  intoit. 

And  now  ia  fled;  f oole  ahame him  ftdlow  wher  be  wentr 

So  can  he  tome  his  earnest  unto  game,  SI 

Hiroogh  goodly  handling  and  wise  tempenranoe. 

Bj  thia  hiB  aged  guide  in  presence  came ; 

Who,  aoone  as  on  that  knight  hia  eye  did  gtaonoe, 

Xftacones  of  him  had  perfect  D(^[nizannce, 

Bilh  him  in  Faery  court  he  late  avicd  ; 


"  Toy  m^  yon  hare,  and  ererlaating  fame, 

Of  late  most  hard  alchiev'ment  b;  yon  doimi . 

For  which  enrolled  is  your  glorious  name 

In  heavenly  registers  above  the  Bunne, 

Where  you  a  saint  with  saints  your  seat  have  wonne  1 

^t  wretched  we.  where  ye  have  left  your  marke, 

Mnat  now  anew  begin  like  race  to  ronue. 

God  guide  thee,  Guyon,  well  to  end  thy  warke. 

And  to  the  wished  haven  bring  thy  weai^  barito !" 

"Palmer,"  him  answered  the  Bedcrosse  knight. 
"  Hii  be  the  praise,  that  this  atchiev'ment  wrought, 
who  made  my  hand  the  organ  of  Hia  might  I 
Uore  then  goodwill  to  me  attribute  nought; 
For  all  I  did.  I  did  bat  as  I  ought. 


_lf  mote  yee  tlue,  as  well  can  wish  your  thooght, 
Sh»t  home  ye  may  report  thiiae  b»vOT  n«f«««\ 
^or  irttUye  troithr  bene  tot  woTtL  anA  «^^:ba<tami^ 
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So  coarteouB  cong^  both  did  gire  and  take,  34 

With  right  hands  plighted,  pledges  of  good  wilL 

Then  Guyon  forward  gan  his  Toyage  make 

With  his  blacke  nahner,  that  him  guided  still : 

Still  he  him  guided  oyer  dale  and  hill. 

And  with  his  steedy  staffe  did  point  his  wa^ ; 

His  race  with  reason,  and  with  words  his  will. 

From  fowle  intcmperaunce  he  ofte  did  stay. 

And  suffied  not  in  wrath  his  hasty  steps  to  stray. 


In  this  faire  wize  they  traveild  long  yfere,  35 

Through  many  hard  assayes  which  dud  betide ; 

Of  which  he  honour  still  away  did  beare. 

And  spred  his  glory  through  all  oountnres  wide. 

At  last,  as  chaunat  them  by  a  forest  side 

To  passe,  for  succour  from  the  scorching  ray, 

Thoy  heard  a  ruefull  roice,  that  deamly  cride 

With  percing  shriekes  and  many  a  dolefull  lay ; 

Which  to  attend,  awhile  their  forward  steps  they  stay. 

"  But  if  that  carelcsse  hevens,"  quoth  she,  "  despise  3(> 

The  doome  of  iust  revenge,  and  take  delight 

To  Roe  sad  pageaunts  of  mens  miseries, 

As  bownd  by  them  to  live  in  lives  despi^ht ; 

Yet  can  they  not  wame  Death  from  wretched  wight. 

Come,  then ;  come  soone ;  come,  sweetest  Death,  to  mi\ 

And  take  away  this  long  lent  loathed  light : 

Sliarpe  be  thy  wounds,  but  sweete  the  medicines  be, 

Tliat  long  captived  soules  from  weary  thraldrome  free. 

"  But  then,  sweete  babe,  whom  frowning  froward  fate      37 

Ilath  made  sad  witnesse  of  thy  fathers  fall, 

Sith  heren  thee  deignes  to  hold  in  living  state, 

Jjong  maist  thou  live,  and  better  thrive  withall 

Then  to  thy  lucklesse  parents  did  befall  I 

Live  thou !  and  to  thy  mother  dead  attest. 

That  cleare  she  dide  from  blemish  criuiinall : 

Thy  little  hands  embrewd  in  bleeding  brest 

Ijoe !  I  for  pledges  leave !    So  give  me  leave  to  rest !" 

With  that,  a  deadly  shrieke  she  forth  did  throw  3S 

Tliat  through  the  wood  re-echoed  againe; 
And  after  gave  a  grone  so  deepe  and  low 
That  seenid  her  tender  hart  was  rent  in  twaine. 
Or  thrild  with  point  of  thorough-piercing  paiue : 
As  gentle  hynd,  whose  sides  with  eruell  stocle 
Through  launched^  forth  her  bleeding  life  docs  raino, 
WhUea  the  Bad panff  approchiuff  shoe  docs  foolc, 
Bjnusf  out  Iter  Jatest  breath,  and  up  her  eica  dolh  8c(\e. 
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'Which  when  that  wanioiir  hMid«  dismomtiag  i 

From  his  tall  steed,  he  rndit  into  the  tlddc. 

And  scone  arriTed  when  that  sad  ponrtniefe  ^ 

Of  death  and  dolour  laj,  halfe  dead,  halfe  ^viflki 

In  whose  white  alabaster  brest  did  atiok 

A  cniell  knife,  that  made  a  griedj  wowndL 

From  whidi  forth  ffosht  a  stream  of  gon4ilood  Aidb 

That  all  her  goodly  garments  staind  aioviid* 

And  intoa  deep  sangouio  dide  the gnmj  gmmaiL 

Pitifdll  spectacle  of  deadlj  smart 
Beside  a  oubling  foontaioe  low  she  laj. 
Which  shee  increased  with  her  bleeding  hart 
And  the  cleane  wareawith  purple  gore  did 
Ala  in  her  lap  a  lovely  babe  didfpli^ 
His  cmell  sport,  in  stead  <^  sorrow  dews 
For  in  her  streaminsr  Uood  he  did  embay 
His  little  hands,  and  tender  ioints  embcewr 
Pitifull  spectacle,  as- ever  eie  did  Tew! 

Besides  them  both,  upon  the  soiled  gras 

The  dead  corse  of  an  armed  knight  was  spred. 

Whose  armour  all  with  blood  besprinclcd  was  $ 

His  ruddy  lips  did  smyle,  and  rosy  red 

Did  paint  his  chearemll  cheekes,  yett  being  ded ; 

Seemd  to  have  beene  a  goodly  personage. 

Now  in  his  freshest  flowre  of  lustyhed, 

Fitt  to  inflame  faire  lady  with  loves  rage. 

But  that  fiers  fate  did  crop  the  blossome  of  his  age* 

Whom  when  the  good  Sir  Gtiyon  did  behold. 

His  hart  gan  wexe  as  starke  aa  marble  stone. 

And  his  fresh  blood  did  frieae  with  feasefull  cold*. 

That  all  his  sences  seemd  berefle  attone : 

At  last  his  mighty  ghost  gan  deepe  to  grone* 

As  lion,  gnidging  in  his  great  disdaine, 

Moumes  inwardly,  and  makes  to  himselfe  mone  ; 

Til  rudi  and  fraile  affection  did  constraine  ^ 

His  stout  oourdge  to  stoape,  and  shew  his  inward  paina 

Oat  of  her  gored  wound  the  cruell  steel 
He  lightly  snatcht,  and  did  the  floodgate  stop 
With  nis  faire  garment :  then  gan  sotily  feel 
Her  feeble  pulse,  to  prove  if  any  drop 
Of  living  blood  yet  in  her  veynes  did  hop : 
Which  when  he  felt  to  move,  he  hoped  faire 
To  call  backe  life  to  her  forsaken  shop : 
So  well  be  did  her  deadly  wounda  Tei^«m« 
Tlut  Mt  the  hmt  ahee  gan  to  bxeatk  ouJb  ^Vkikis 
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Whieb  he  perceiving,  ffreftUy  gan  rejoice,  -  il 

And  goodljr  oounsell,  tnat  for  wounded  hart 

Is  meeteflt  med'cine,  tem]^red  with  sweete  Toice ; 

"  Ay  me!  deare  lady,  which  the  ymage  art 

Of  meftiU  nitty  and  impatient  smart. 

What  direfull  chaunce  armd  with  arenging  fate» 

Or  cursed  hand,  hath  plaid  this  cmeU  part, 

Thna  fowle  to  haaten  your  untimelr  date  ? 

Spedce,  Ohf  dear  lady,  speake ;  help  nerer  comes  too  laic.** 

Tlierewith,  her  dim  eie-lida  she  npgan  rearc,  43 

On  which  the  drery  death  did  sitt  as  sad 

As  lump  of  lead,  and  made  darke  clouds  anpeare: 

But  when  as  him,  all  in  bright  armour  clad. 

Before  her  standing  she  espied  had. 

As  one  out  of  a  desdly  dreame  afiright. 

She  weakely  started,  yet  she  nothing  drad : 

Streight  downe  againe  herselfe  in  great  despight : 

She  groreHng  tbrew  to  ground,  as  bating  litb  and  light. 

The  ffcntle  knight  her  soone  with  carefull  paine  43 

Upliflod  light,  and  softly  did  uphold : 

Tnriflc  he  her  reard,  and  thriso  she  sunck  againe. 

Till  he  hia  armes  about  her  sides  gan  fold. 

And  to  her  said ;  "  Yet,  if  the  stonv  cold 

Have  not  all  seized  on  your  frozen  hart. 

Let  one  word  fall  tliat  may  your  grief  unfold. 

And  tell  the  secrete  of  your  morUll  smart : 

He  oft  finds  present  hefpe,  who  does  his  griefc  impart." 

Then,  easting  up  a  deadly  looke,  full  low  47 

She  9igb*t  from  Dottome  of  her  wounded  brest; 

And,  after  many  bitter  throbs  did  throw, 

With  lips  full  pale,  and  foltrinflr  torig  oj)prcst, 

These  words  she  breathed  forth  from  nven  chest ; 

'*  Leave,  all !  leave  off,  whatever  wight  thou  bee. 

To  lett  a  wear>'  wretch  from  her  dew  rest, 

And  trouble  dying  soules  tranqiiilitee ; 

Take  not  away  now  got,  which  none  would  give  to  me.** 

"  Ah  !  far  be  it,"  said  he^  "  dear  dame,  fro  mce,  43 

To  hinder  soule  from  her  desired  rest. 
Or  hold  sad  life  in  long  captivitee : 
For.  all  I  sceke,  is  but  to  have  redrest 
The  bitter  pangs  that  doth  your  heart  infest. 
Tell  then,  O  lady,  tell  what  fatall  priefe 
Hath  with  so  bu^re  misfortune  you  opprest ; 
Thsi  Imav  cast  to  compaa  your  relioie, 
Or  die  withjou  in  sorrow,  and  poj  take  your  gricfo.'* 
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With  feeble  hands  then  stretched  fordi  on  hj% 

As  heven  accusing  goilly  of  her  death, 

And  with  dry  drops  congealed  in  her  eye, 

In  these  sad  wordes  she  spent  her  atmost  broth; 

"  Heare  then,  O  man,  the  sorrowes  that  unefttii 

My  ton^  can  tell,  so  far  all  senee  they  pas  I 

Loe!  this  dead  corpse,  that  lies  here  underneath. 

The  gentlest  knight,  that  erer  on  greene  ms 

(3ay  steed  with  spars  did  prioke,  the  good  feMoidaiil 

**  Was,  (ay  the  while,  that  he  is  not  so  now!) 

My  lord,  nry  lore,  my  deare  lord,  my  dearo  bro^ 

So  long  as  heYens  lost  with  eqoall  brow 

Voachiafed  to  behold  us  from  aboye. 

One  day,  when  him  high  corage  did  emmore. 

(Am  wont  ye  knightes  to  seeke  adrentores  wOde^ 

fie  pricked  forth  his  puissant  force  to  more, 

Me  then  he  left  enwombed  of  this  chilae. 

This  luoklesse  childe,  whom  thus  ye  see  ¥dth  blood  del 

'*  Him  fortuned  (hard  fortune  ye  may  ghesse !) 

To  come,  where  vile  Acrasia  does  wonne :        w 

Acrasia,  a  false  enchaunteresse. 

That  many  errant  knightes  hare  fowle  fordonne; 

Within  a  wandring  island,  that  doth  ronne 

And  stray  in  perilous  gulfe,  her  dwelling  is : 

Fayre  sir,  if  ever  there  ye  travell,  shonne 

The  cursed  land  where  many  wend  amis. 

And  know  it  by  the  name ;  it  hight  the  Bowre  qfJBL 

"  Her  blis  is  all  in  pleasure,  and  delight, 
Wherewith  she  makes  her  lovers  dronken  mad; 
And  then  with  words,  and  weedes,  of  wondrous  migl 
On  them  she  workes  her  will  to  uses  bad : 
My  liefest  lord  she  thus  beguiled  had ; 
For  he  was  flesh :  (all  flesh  doth  frayltie  breed !) 
Whom  when  I  heard  to  beene  so  ill  bestad, 
(Weake  wretch,)  I  wrapt  myselfe  in  palmers  weed. 
And  cast  to  seek  him  forth  through  danger  and  great 

"  Now  had  fayre  Cynthia  by  even  toumes 
Full  measured  throe-quarters  of  her  yeare, 
And  thrice  three  tymes  had  fild  her  crooked  homes, 
Whenas  my  wombe  her  burdein  would  forbeare. 
And  bad  me  call  Lucina  to  me  neare. 
Lncina  came :  a  manchild  forUi  I  brought : 
The  woods,  the  nymphes,  my  bowres,  my  nudwiTes^ 
Mard  help  at  need !  so  deare  t\\ee,>aa\>e,\>Qo>!i^V.\ 
Yet  Doaght  too  dear  I  deemd.  wYuiie  «o  tn^  ^naAi. 
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BO  I  Bcnghi;  and  so  at  last  I  fownd,  64 

\  him  that  witch  had  thralled  to  her  will, 

ines  of  lust  and  lewde  de^yrea  ybownd, 

)  transformed  from  hie  former  skill, 

ae  he  knew  not,  nether  his  owne  ill ; 

irough  wise  handling  and  faire  goremaonoe^ 

recnred  to  a  bettor  will, 

1  firom  drags  of  fowle  intemperannce : 

neanes  I  gan  derise  for  lus  aeliyeranoe. 

ch  when  the  vQe  enchanntresse  peroeiv'd,  66 

hat  my  lord  from  her  I  would  reprive, 

mp  thus  charmd  him  parting  she  deceivd ; 

erse,  gire  death  to  him  that  death  does  gire, 

isse  of  love  to  her  that  loves  to  live, 

DC  as  Bacchus  with  the  l^ymphe  does  linckel' 

ted  we,  and  on  our  ioumey  driye : 

>ming  to  this  well,  he  stoupt  to  drincke : 

larme  fulfild,  dead  soddeimj  he  downe  did  sincke. 

56 
ch.  when  I,  wretch" — Not  one  word  more  she  sajd, 
"eaking  off  the  end  for  want  of  breath, 
yding  soft,  as  downe  to  sleepe  her  layd, 
ided  all  her  woe  in  quiet  death, 
eeing,  ffood  Sir  Guyon  could  uneath 
tcares  abstajne ;  for  griefe  his  hart  did  grate, 
x>m  so  heavie  sight  his  head  did  wreath, 
ng  fortune,  and  too  cruell  fate, 
L  plonged  had  faire  lady  in  so  wretched  state. 

turning  to  his  palmer,  said ;  "  Old  syre,  67 

I  the  yniage  of  mortalitie, 

jeble  nature  cloth'd  with  fleshly  tyre! 

raging  Passion  with  fierce  tyntnny 

[Reason  of  her  dew  regalitie, 

lakes  it  servaunt  to  her  basest  part ; 

rong  it  weakens  with  infirmitie, 

ith  bold  furie  armes  the  weakest  hart !  [smart.*' 

rong  through  pleasure  soonest  falles,  the  weake  through 

Temperaunce,"  said  he,  "with  golden  squire  68 

it  them  both  can  measure  out  a  meane ; 

r  to  melt  in  pleasures  whott  desyre, 

ye  in  hartlesse  griefe  and  dolefull  tene : 

f  happy  man,  who  fares  them  both  atweene  I 

th  tnis  wretched  woman  overcome 

cnish,  rather  then  of  crime,  bath  bene, 

re  ber  cause  to  her  etemall  doome ; 

r  the  meane,  vouchsafe  ber  honorable  toom\)e.** 
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So  both  agree  their  bodies  to  engr 
The  preat  earthes  wombe  thev  op< 
And  with  sad  c^-presse  seemely  it 
Then,  coverinp^  with  a  clod  their  c. 
They  lay  therein  their  corses  tend* 
And  bid  them  sleepe  in  everksting 
But,  ere  they  did  their  utmost  obs 
Sir  Guyon  more  affection  to  incret 
Bynempt  a  sacred  vow,  which  noni 

The  dead  knights  sword  out  of  his 
With  which  he  cutt  a  lock  of  all  th 
Which  medling  with  their  blood  ai 
Into  the  grave,  and  gan  devoutly  si 
"  Such  and  such  eyiTCJod  on  Guyo: 
And  worse  and  worse,  young  orpha 
If  I,  or  thou,  dew  vengeaunoe  doe  1 
Till  guiltie  blood  her  guerdon  doe  o 
So,  shedding  many  tcSbee,  th^  doe 


CANTO  n 

Babes  bloody  handet  may 


*ii '  InrllMMi  halw^.  Som*  nndtT  eniell  at 
'  fi  T  itraA  farrnU  tml^fn]!  Aahn  Tired, 
-'  --U*  v«v«<*t  llion  wh«l  Kyrrown  are 
ihet  ftirpomoa  ofthr  LYclvli^d; 
■  't>orpliMi«!  in  llie  wiJ«  world  «cnttered,  '^ 

' '  -idilsig  liraiinch  r«nt  from  thp  native  treo, 
■  ■l:rMHTi  fiHli.  tfll  (t  W  witLered ! 
■  tiir  *tat^  of  mco  T     Thui  ent^r  we 
'iiB  Lie  wilb  wor,  and  ■■ml  *Hth  niiaeree !" 

^' -,  (rft  Limsclfp  tnrl?  1 

l'*Qrlotl>tI  irrll.  didi  DC 

IVktrinraln^h  dUdfli.,..  ;  ^ 

H»  ir"^i*-  liindi«  fn>m  '^'-^  i  cleene : 

Bf  'i^it  thrm  oft  kdd  (  I  ;  thej  beeoo 

Yiihllitiebtle  hands  v<r<i*  oil  .«ne: 

TW  wfaicb  bim  into  prt*t  junaz'mrui.ilrove, 
1>J  lalo  djmw-  dcniht  hii  wnrerin^t  wnodcr  dore. 

B*  »iK  wH  »iirtlMT  blott  of  fowle  offVace  ( 

Vstii  snt  br  miriid  with  vtnUi  nor  with  bath ; 

("f  iMi  Htal)  (toi  in  lieu  of  innocen™, 

liirmitJ  had  tlist  loVpn  of  Hii  wrath. 

Titiifit  bow  sore  bloodftuiltineBM!  He  hat'th; 

IV  I^  lip  cluu'iuo  and  veneme,  which  they  dronck, 

n«r  blovl  with  wrwt  filtli  infpded  halh, 

Br=^  tiitfU«<>d  ihronah  thp  senceleds  tronek 

T^ti.  ihnMfh  tfa«  giwat  costagioa,  direful  deadly  Btonck. 

,    Tlan  Aa«  ct  gace  tb«  palmer  gan  to  bord  I 

^A  goeJUf  rwaon,  and  thna  fajre  bcspake ; 

,    '  Yf  ha«  ni^t  hard  amatfd,  graliona  lord, 
jLvi  alyoar  iariiirani-e  i^T<'a(  marveill  make 

m  [strw.  mai  s«^«  •ertuee  "re  inliud 

la  n-ny  fbontaine,  and  in  eTerie  lake, 

Vlurh.  wbo  h»tii  ikill  them  rightly  to  hare  chnad. 

To  poofe  of  t'**»i'>8  vondert  hath  fidl  o[l«n  uad : 

'Of  Aoae.  •ame  w«f«  m>  from  their  tonne  indewd 
|kpiBt  dame  Nature,  from  whoae  (hiitfiill  pap 
1W  velbesd*  wpnaic,  and  are  with  moisture  deawd) 
VUcli  feed*  each  lirins  plant  with  liquid  tap. 


BHTatBepoardiDtothnrwatenbace,  [plMe. 

liJUiwiiOTlli  iiiin  irn  riTiiif  Mnd  aoagbt  frcon^BCsto 


"  Ijnoli  a  tWi  wdi,  *._ 

Which  to  her  nymph  boiuL    Upon  «  dw. 

■rutdihsftwdbdn 


Inflamed  was  to  follow  beontiin  ohaoe. 
And  chawd  her,  that  fut  finm  him  did  flj^t 
As  hjnd  &om  her,  M  ahe  fled  from  hw  emny. 

"  At  lut,  when  byling  hreath  hcnn  to  bmt. 
And  uw  no  meanes  to  eeape ;  ofehuiiB  afiijdt 
She  Bet  her  downe  to  weepe  for  nn  00    '~  "~  ' 
And,  to  Dknft  calling  lowd  for  ude^ 
Her  deaio  beioagfat  to  let  her  die  a  m^  _ 
Hie  ffoddeue  beHd;  and  niddeine,  wbm  ■&»  nto 
Wdlmg  out  itieamM  of  tearea,  and  quite  dinned 
With  itonr  fe«re  (^  that  rode  nutick  mate, 
IVanafonnd  her  to  a  stone  from  stedfast  Tirgios  state. 

"  Lo !  now  she  ia  that  Btone ;  from  whose  two  headi. 
As  from  two  weeping  eyes,  treeh  Btreames  do  flow. 
Yet  colde  thn>uf;h  fcare  and  old  conceived  dreada; 
And  yet  the  etone  her  Bemblance  seemes  to  show, 
Shapt  Uke  a  maide,  that  auch  ye  ma;  her  know  t 
And  yet  her  Tertnea  in  her  water  bydei 
For  it  is  chaste  aud  pure  aa  purest  snow, 
Ne  lets  her  wares  with  any  Blth  be  dyde; 
But  erer,  like  herselfo,  uiutayned  hath  beeno  tqrds. 

"  From  thence  it  comps,  that  this  babea  bloody  hand 

May  not  be  clensd  with  water  of  this  well: 

Ne  certes,  nir,  strive  vou  it  to  withstand. 

But  let  them  still  be  bloody,  as  befell, 

That  they  his  mothers  innocence  may  tell. 

As  she  bequeathd  in  her  last  testament; 

llkat  as  a  sacred  svmbole.  it  ma;  dwell 

In  her  sonnes  flesh,  to  mind  revensement, 

^id  he  for  all  cb^te  dames  an  endlesie  moninunt," 

He  hearkned  to  his  reaaoo ;  and  the  childe 
TTptakioft,  to  the  palmer  gave  to  beare; 
But  his  aad  fathers  armes  with  blood  defilde, 
An  heavie  load,  himselfe  did  lightly  reare ; 
And  tumins  to  that  place,  in  which  whyle«re 
He  left  hia  Tollie  steed  with  golden  sell 
Ajid  goodly  ^orgeona  barties.  hiiD  found  not  thettrot 
S^  oUier  accident,  that  earat  befeU,  _ 
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when  Sir  Ghijoa  saw,  all  were  lie  wrothf  13 

•aten  mote  he  soft  himselfe  appease^ 

.rely  fkre  on  foot,  however  loth: 

ible  burden  did  him  tore  diaeaseu 

^  they  traveiled  with  little  ease, 

it  at  laat  the^  to  a  caatle  came, 

n  a  rocke  amoyning  to  the  seas : 

an  anncient  worke  of  Antique  fame, 

3ndrous  strong  by  nature  and  by  skilfnU  frame. 

1  three  sisters  dwelt  of  sundry  sort,  IB 

ildren  of  one  83rre  by  mothers  three; 
lying  whylome,  did  divide  this  fort 
n  by  equall  shares  in  eqnall  fee: 

2  full  mmd  and  diverse  qualitee 
em  in  psrtes,  and  each  made  others  foei 
d  the;^  strive  and  daily  disagree ; 
lest  (ud  against  the  youngest  goe, 
»th  against  the  middest  meant  to  worken  woe. 

when  the  kniffht  arriv'd,  he  was  right  well  14 

d,  as  knight  of  so  much  worth  became, 

•nd  sister,  who  did  far  excell 

ler  two ;  Medina  was  her  name, 

r,  sad,  and  comely  courteous  dame  s 

ioh  arayd,  and  yet  in  modest  guize, 

lly  garments  that  her  well  became, 

marching  forth  in  honorable  wize, 

>  the  threshold  mett  and  well  did  enterprize. 

I  him  up  into  a  goodly  bowre,  15 

mely  courted  with  meete  modestie } 

ler  speach,  ne  in  her  haviour, 

^htnesse  seene  or  looser  vanitie, 

itious  womanhood,  and  gravitie, 

the  reason  of  her  youthly  yeares : 

Iden  loekes  she  roundly  did  uptye 

ided  tramels,  that  no  looser  heares 

t  of  order  stray  about  her  daintie  eares. 

she  her  selfo  thus  busily  did  frame  10 

y  to  entertaine  her  new-come  guests 

hereof  to  her  other  sisters  came, 

U  this  while  were  at  their  wanton  rest, 

ting  each  her  frend  with  lavish  fest : 

rere  two  knights  of  perelesse  puissaunce, 

mous  far  abroad  for  warlike  gest, 

to  thege  Jadjes  Jove  did  countenaunce, 

bis  miMtreaae  each  himselfe  Btrove  to  advaxmce* 
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He,  that  madelofe  nolo  tiie  ddert  cUHue^' 
Was  hight  Sir  Huddibraa,  an  liar^J  mani 
Tet  not  BO  good  of  daedea  aa  great  of  naaia^ 
Which  he  by  many  raah  adreniiirea  wan* 
Since  errant  armee  to  aew  he  fint  began. 
More  huge  in  strength  than  wke  in  wodcei  he 
And  reason  with  fool-haidiae  o^er-raa ; 
Sterne  melancholy  did  hia  eonrage  paa; 
And  waa,  for  tenoor  more,  all  anna  in  afagmiag 

Bat  he,  that  lor'd  the  yonnoeat  waa  Sandogr; 

He,  that  faire  Una  late  fowJid  odtnged. 

The  most  unrdjr  and  the  boldeat  boy 

That  ever  warlike  weapona  menagea. 

And  all  to  lawlesse  lust  eneoviaged 

Through  strong  opinion  oi hia  matrfilesaa  mii^} 

Ne  ought  he  car'd  whom  he  endamaood 

Bv  tortious  wrong,  or  whom  bereay'd  of  rifljit ; 

He,  now  this  ladies  champion,  chose  for  love  to  fight. 

These  two  gay  knights  vowd  to  so  diverse  loTea, 

Each  other  does  envjr  with  deadly  hate. 

And  daily  warre  against  his  foeman  mores. 

In  hope  to  win  more  favour  with  his  mate. 

And  tn  others  pleasing  service  to  abate. 

To  magnifie  his  owne.    But  when  they  heard 

How  in  that  place  stiaunge  knight  arrivea  late, 

Both  knights  and  ladies  forth  right  angiy  far'd. 

And  fercely  unto  battel!  steme  memsdves  prepared. 

Bnt,  ere  thev  could  proceede  imto  the  place 

Where  he  abode,  themselves  at  discord  fell. 

And  cruell  combieit  ioynd  in  middle  space : 

With  horrible  assault  and  fury  fell, 

Th^  heapt  huge  strokes  the  scorned  life  to  quell. 

That  all  on  uprore  from  her  settled  seat 

The  house  was  raysd,  and  all  that  in  did  dwell; 

Seemd  that  lowd  thunder  with  amaaement  great 

Did  rend  the  ratling  akyes  with  flames  of  fooldring  ha 

The  noyse  thereof  cald  forth  that  strannger  knight^ 
To  weet  what  dreadfull  thing  waa  there  m  hond; 
Where  whenas  two  brave  kmghtes  in  bloody  fight 
With  deadly  rancour  ho  enraunged  fbnd. 
His  sunbroad  shield  about  his  wrest  he  bond. 
And  shyning  blade  undheathd,  with  which  he  ran 
Unto  that  stead,  their  strife  to  understond ; 
And,  Bt  hJB  fint  arrivall,  them  began 
TTittt  ^oodfy  meanea  to  pacifie,  "we)!  •»>» 


w 

fcy;Mi  Myiwgt  both  withjn»eJtf  Ibna 


£3?^ 


WiA itreto  of  Mortril  ttMia  wiHiOut 
iai  M  kk  ^Mld  lika  jnoa  aUdgM  bet 
iiwfaa»bwwi  — d<ygrg,b«aginct 
b  awfl  i^  aa  I^bM&  ooM  wideb 


tefttnMkrwitb6ii■albetk 
tbiqr  m  eqoall  pnar  bppe  to 
Ibqr  iiHft  Ibw  ilrifi  aaa  bim  MHgia  OB  efttio  fide. 


be,  Mt  fiko  a  woirie  tmfeiler^ 
«  ■■■■■1r  nAt  boidjy  dM  rebut 
lad  oafiwd  Mt  their  Dbnrae  to  Vyto  bbn  neie^ 
^    with  ndoubledbd&i  them  beoke  did  pot 


.  wUdi  dialer  did  eoi^ut. 

tuwiw  their  wntliiill  epiipt 
nge  their  ihieldee  to  heir  «nd  oat 
ilim  when  O^joB  eune  to  Mri  their  fiflbt 
IHih  beem  load  on  him  thqr  fieeUlj  gen  to  emii^ 

Ae  e  tdi  ihqp  toawd  in  troabloae  eeee,  24 

ITkom  nging  windee.  threatning  to  make  the  pray 

Of  cbe  rough  roekea,  doe  divenly  dieeaee, 

Mertf»  two  eoDtr4rie  billowee  by  the  way, 

Tbiz  ber  on  «ther  side  doe  aore  aasay, 

lad  boart  to  iwallow  her  in  greedy  grare ; 

be.  flfoming  both  their  epighte,  does  make  wide  way, 

Acd  with  her  brest  breaking  the  fomy  wave, 

Imms  ride  on  both  their  backa,and  faire  herself  doth  save: 

So  boldly  he  him  bearea,  and  nuheth  forth  25 

BftwecDe  them  both,  by  conduct  of  his  blade. 

W.»dr(nu  oreat  prowesae  and  heroick  worth 

He  ibrwd  that  dar,  and  rare  enaample  made, 

Wmo  two  eo  mii^tie  warrioors  he  dismade : 

Atuare  he  wards  and  strikes ;  he  takes  and  paies ; 

y*yw  font  to  yield,  now  forcing  to  invade ; 

Before.  ****«"**^  and  round  about  him  laies : 

&  doaUe  waa  hia  paines,  so  double  be  his  praise. 


Strsimge  aort  of  %ht, three  Taliannt  knights  to  see         20 

Ihne  combatca  iome  in  one,  and  to  dArnine 

1  trple  warre  with  triple  enmitee. 

All  lor  their  ladiea  Iroward  lore  to  gaine, 

Wkaph-  gotten,  waa  but  hato.    So  Love  does  raine 

lartouteet  minda,  and  maketh  monstrous  warre ; 

He  aakrth  wane,  he  maketh  j[)eace  againe, 

lad  ycCt  hia  peace  ia  but  oontmual  iarre : 

0  BMBifala  SMOf  that  to  him  mabject  arret 


And  naked  brMt,  in  ]^t^  (^  their  hume^ 
EmoDgat  them  nn  t  and,  falling  them  bafimik 
BMODght  them  bjr  the  womb  which  them  had  boCM 
And  t^  the  Iotm  which  were  to  them  moat  dancv 
And  by  the  knighthood  which  thej  atira  had  nma 
Their  deadlf  crnell  diaowd  to  forbean. 
And  to  her  mat  eonditiona  of  faiiv  peace  to  havBw 


Herloirdgainaaid;  ud  both  thor  cJ 

Pnrsew  the  end  of  thnr  atroftg  enmi^, 

Aa  ever  of  their  lores  ther  wonld  be  gtad : 

Yet  she  with  pitthy  wtmi,  and  eonnarJl  nd. 

Still  fltrove  their  stnbbome  rages  to  reroke ; 

Tbal  at  the  lait,  Buppiessing  fiuy  mad, 

Tliey  gan  abetaine  from  dint  of  direful!  atmke. 

And  barken  to  tbe  sober  gpescbeB  wbicb  aba  tpdkt. 

"  Ah !  cnissant  lords,  what  cnned  cvill  spright. 

Or  fellErinnyH,  in  your  noble  harts 

Her  hellisli  brond  batb  kindled  with  despigfat. 

And  Btird  yoix  up  to  worke  your  wilfull  smartaF 

Is  this  the  ioj  of  armes  P  be  these  tbe  parts 

Of  elorioua  knigbtbood,  after  blood  to  thnist, 

And  not  regard  dew  right  and  iust  deaartaP 

Vaine  is  the  vaunt,  and  vietory  uniust. 

That  more  to  migbty  handa  then  rightfull  oanae  dotlt 

"And  were  there  rigbtfnll  cause  of  difference, 
Tet  were  not  better  fayre  it  to  accord, 
Then  with  blood- guiltinesae  to  heBi>e  offence 
And  mortal  vengeauncc  ioyne  to  crime  abiiord? 
O !  fly  from  wrath ;  fly,  O  my  liefest  lord ! 
Sud  be  tbe  sishts,  and  bitter  fmits  of  wure, 
And  thouiand  furies  wait  on  wrathfull  sword: 
Ne  ought  tbe  praise  of  prowesse  more  doth  marre 
Then  lowle  revenging  rage,  and  baae  contentions  iair 

"  But  lovely  concord,  and  most  sacred  peace, 
Soth  nourish  vertue,  and  fast  friendsbip  breeds; 
Weake  she  makes  strong,  and  strong  thing  does  tncn 
Till  it  the  pitch  of  highest  praise  exceeds: 
Brave  be  her  warres.  and  honorable  deeda, 
B7  which  she  triumphs  over  yre  and  pride, 
AJid  winnes  an  ohve  girloDd  for  her  meeds. 
A  therefore,  O  my  deare  lords,  pw^Me, 
Aad  this  znisseeming  disoord  meeluAj  W;  anA*^ 


THB  MBiB  Qinxirx.  149 

raciooB  words  their  rancour  did  appall,  32 

ancke  so  deepe  into  their  boyling  hrests, 

lowne  they  lett  their  cmeli  weapons  fidl, 

3wl^  did  abase  their  lofty  crests 

r  faire  presence  and  discrete  behests. 

she  began  a  treaty  to  procure, 

tablish  terms  betwixt  both  their  requests, 

fts  a  law  for  ever  should  endure; 

h  to  observe,  in  word  of  knights  they  did  assure. 

h  to  confirme  and  fast  to  bind  their  league,  33 

their  wearr  sweat  and  bloodjr  toile, 

len  besou^t,  during  their  quiet  tr^igue, 

ler  lodging  to  repair  a  while, 

it  themselves,  and  grace  to  reconcile. 

soone  consent :  so  forth  with  her  they  fare; 

e  they  are  well  receivd  and  made  to  spoile 

selves  of  soiled  armes,  and  to  prepare 

minds  to  pleasure,  and  their  mouths  to  dainty  fare. 

hose  two  froward  sisters,  their  fairo  loves.  31 

with  them  eke,  all  were  they  wondrous  loth, 
'ained  chcare,  as  fur  the  time  behoves ; 
ould  not  colour  yet  80  well  the  troth, 
liat  their  natures  badappcard  in  both: 
oth  did  at  their  si'cond  sister  grutch 
nly  grieve,  as  doth  an  hidden  moth 
iner  gamicut  frett,  not  th'  utter  touch; 
bought  her  eheare  too  litlc,  th'  other  thought  too  mutch. 

I  (so  the  eldest  hijzht)  did  deeme  35 

ent'.Ttuinment  base,  ne  ought  would  eat, 

ight  would  speake,  but  evermore  did  seeme 

♦content  for  want  of  merth  or  meat; 

>lace  could  her  paramour  intreat 

>nce  to  8liow,  ne  court,  nor  dalliaunce; 

rith  Ixjnt  lowrin^r  browes.  as  she  would  throat, 

could,  and  frownd  with  froward  countenaunce; 

>rthy  of  faire  ladies  comely  govcrnaunce. 

onnii  IVrissa  was  of  other  mynd,  86 

jf  disport,  still  lauj^hing.  loosely  light, 

luite  contrary  to  her  sisters  kynd; 

leasure  in  her  mo<xl.  no  rule  of  riglit, 

K>ured  out  in  pleasure  and  delight: 

ne  and  meats  she  Howd  above  the  banck. 

In  excess*?  exceeded  her  owuo  might; 

mptuouii  tire  she  ioyd  hor  aolf  to  pranck. 

^ her  love  too  Jarhh :  little  have  sLe  thanck  I 


« 


v?n(»>E  as  me  inoiTt>w  fayro  with  p 
.  Disperst  the  shadow*^  of  the  niist> 

I  And  Titan,  playincr  on  the  ea^torn 

I  Gan  fleare  the  d(  awy  ayre  with  sp 

^  Sir  Giiyon,  mindfull  of  his  vow  ypl 

Uprose  from  drowsie  couch,  and  hi 
Unto  the  ioumey  which  he  had  heli 
I  His  puissant  armes  about  his  noble 

And  many  folded  shield  he  bound  i 

Then,  taking:  conp<?  of  that  vircin  p 
The  bloody-handed  babe  unto  her  t 
.  Did  earnestly  committ,  and  lier  con 
In  vertuous  lore  to  traine  his  tende 
And  all  that  pentle  noriture  ensu  th 
And  that,  so  soone  as  rj-per  yeares  1 
Ac  mi^rht,  for  memor>*  of  that  dayes 
Be  caScd  Rudd\-mane;  and  thereby 
T*  avenge  ^Is  parents  death  on  then 

So  forth  he  fard.  as  now  befell,  on  1 
Sith  his  pood  steed  is  lately  from  hi; 
Patience  wrforce:  helplesse  what  m 
To  frett  for  anger,  or  tor  griefe  to  n: 
His  palmer  now  shall  foot  no  more  i 
So  fortune  wrought,  as  under  greent 
He  lately  heard  that  drying  lady  gro; 
He  left  his  steed  without,  and  sm»aT 
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IMi  hiB  hart  all  swell  in  iollity,  5 

f  himflclfe  gjreat  hope  and  help  oonceiT'd* 

laffed  up  with  amoke  of  yani^, 

ith  selfe-loved  personage  deceiv'd, 

n  to  hope  of  men  to  be  receiy'd 

ich,  aa  he  him  thought,  or  faine  would  bee: 

r  in  court  gay  portaunce  he  perceiv'd, 

allant  shew  to  be  in  greatest  gree, 

»nes  to  Goort  he  cast  t'  adraunoe  his  first  degpree.       • 

»y  the  way  he  chaunced  to  espy  0 

itting  ydle  on  a  sunny  bancke, 

lom  avauntiniB^  in  ^preat  bravery, 

iicocke  that  his  iwinted  plumes  doth  pranck, 

lote  his  courser  in  the  trembling  flanck, 

0  him  threatned  his  hart-thrilling  speare 
?ely  man,  seeing  him  lydc  so  ranck 
.^^me  at  him,  fell  flat  to  ground  for  feare, 

lying,  "  Mercy,"  loud,  his  pitious  handes  gan  rcarc. 

at  the  scarcrow  woxed  wondrous  prowd,  7 

igh  fortuno  of  his  first  adventure  fayre, 
^•ith  big  thundring  voi<'e  revvld  him  lowd ; 

cijytivc,  vassal  of  dread  and  despajTC? 
rthie  of  the  commune  breathed  ayre, 
lirest  thou,  dead  dog,  a  longer  day, 
locst  not  unto  death  tliyselfe  prcpayreP 
r  thyselfe  my  captive  yiold  for  ay. 

favour  I  thee  graunt  for  aunswere  thus  to  stay." 

(1.  O  dcare  lord,  hold  your  dcad-doino:  hand,"  8 

luud  he  cryde,  "  I  am  your  humble  turall." 

wTrVh."  (luoth  he.  "  thy  destinies  withstand 

rathfull  will,  and  doc  for  mercv  call. 

'  tlice  life:  therefore  prostrdted  fidl, 

tiHse  my  stirrup ;  that  thy  homa«;e  bee." 

niser  threw  hi m^»clfe,  as  an  ofTall, 

:ht  at  his  foot  in  base  humilitee. 

;leeped  him  his  liege,  to  hold  of  him  in  fee. 

ppy  peace  tbej'  made  and  fairo  accord-  if 

Lmes  this  liegeman  gan  to  viexe  more  bokl, 

when  he  felt  the  foll.v  of  his  lord, 

*  ownc  kind  he  gan  himsclfe  unfold: 

10  was  wylie  witted.  and  growno  old 

nning  sleightes  and  practiek  knavery. 

1  tliat  day  forth  he  east  for  to  uj)hold 
'die  humour  with  line  {lattery, 

4ow  the  bellowea  to  hia  dwelling  vanity. 


1^1 


So  forth  thcv  paa,  a  well  consorl 
Till  that  at  length  with  Archima 
"Who  seeing  one,  that  shone  in  a 
On  goodly  courser  thondring  wit 
Eftsoones  supposed  him  a  pcrsor 
Of  his  revenge  to  make  the  instr 
For  since  tlie  Redcrosse  knight  1 
To  been  with  Guyon  knitt  in  onf 
The  ill,  which  earst  to  him,  he  nc 

And  oomming  close  to  Trompart 
Of  him,  what  miffhtie  waniour  tl 
Tiiat  rode  in  golden  sell  with  sin/ 
But  wanted  sword  to  wreake  his 
"  He  is  a  great  adventurer,"  said 
"  That  hath  his  sword  through  ha 
And  now  hath  vowd,  till  he  aven^ 
Of  that  despight,  never  to  wearei 
That  speare  is  him  enough  to  doei 

Th'  enchaunter  greatlv  ioyed  in  tl 
And  weened  well  ere  long  his  will 
And  both  his  foen  with  equall  foy 
Tho  to  him  louting  lowly  did  begi 
To  plaine  of  wronges,  which  had  c 
Bv  Guyon,  and  by  that  false  Bedc 
\^liich  two,  through  treason  and  c 
Had  slavne  Sir  \t(r»H«nf  n-nA  v^;-  i« 


fttM  TXMXtm  QVtailK. 


'*"il^n;iM«l[e||uod  hclpe  to  their  decay, 

' ^  ■  — — "y  juQ  adTue  to  tloonj 

,  JOT  fcM,  but  doe  pBrrar 

faflfmratdMbnthu  bloody  <^  . 
T  ba  two  Um  prowMt  IcnighU  on  ({rownd, 
■fnoT'il  in  nwnjr  lianl  aaujri) 
(^■ojvaiC  Ma«lc.  tkst  may  be  foimd, 
•/amimrtl*  agaiiut  that  day.  them  to  coarowad." 

*ll««d.'  Midf  hfi.  "  Ut  hn  thr  <           Bdriw  i  IQ 
bnat^at  ibfoaatt  mMartevx           wiM  lliee  fails, 

W  tlMt  veak*  cU  lutk  Icn  the^          ldi;  nise,  ^ 

B>  irrrr  akimU  tbf  huUeuiiit  I            raylo  I  ' 

la  IMMWI  tPT*!**™^  t^  tiu  two           nayle.  fl 

bM  mma^  fawt*  qoArlcn  of  h  V 
~' '           MTord  iir  ihii^Jd.  ui  lic-^  »  qoajleP 

IM  valEKt  what  thi*  ritfht-hand  cbd  : 

t^f,  whieli  liave  beheld  the  battailcs  wbieh  it  iron." 

&a^ia«a«  mnrli  *bMhod»t  hi* bout;  17 

T«  nil  ^  wist  that  wboto  would  contend 

'    Wirt  mhcT  nf  thrr  kniirhtm  ffn  fT(in  rnnrt 

>  aaydMMd*«f>UlManiKshimlod«fendi 
T«t  trarad  Icaet  Ikis  boldn««ic  ihould  oQVnd : 
m^  Bnggadocchio  Mide ;  "  O&ee  I  did  aweani, 
IFWa  Tttli  one  (irard  mthi  knightM  1  btoaght  to  end, 
T^Mifiiilli  m  battaile  tiev«r  •word  to  betn, 

>'3«  it  wen  tbift  whieb  DoUcst  knidlit  en  earth  dotii  WMm.' 

'TMr.  lirkBiiiU^'Midatliantli'aiKtimiiitnbiiTtt,        IS 

'tte  lUl  I  uMtlr  puretuae  to  wonr  hood: 

Var  BOW  the  beat  and  nobleat  koiriit  tJin 

K^t  Ankor  ia,  that  wooiMa  in  Faeria  Imid  i 

He  bath  a  awovd.  that  flamea  libs  burning  brondt 

*"  e,  br  my  derio,  I  vuintabe 

^^hMhboidwOldtl 

aindo  what  nxria  that  mouter  mab 

1» 


^  br  lo-tmrow  by  tbf  aide  be  tbod." 
'    '*   Uwoidtbatbaaatergan  toqoake, 

d  IB  hia  minde  what  nxria  that  mouter  make. 


la  i^d  Mt  bt  nan  Uddiu,  bat  aw*y 

Wa  Bidden  vaajahed  ovt  of  ma  autfat : 
1W  aiatlteiite  wisda  hia  wian  didbroad  dieplay 
Atbie  etaamanod,  and  rearedhim  up  light 
Fnai  of  the  ewth  to  take  hia  Mne  light. 
n^  lookt  aboot,  bat  no  where  oonldee[^ 
l^aettfbiifiMti  then  dead  Ihrmuli  neat  aflright 
IWr  ba&  nich  wm,  and  ca^  baa  other  flye: 
Bi»AiA  MtOBM^  Ma  arar  faMtw  mfcninwd  e/«  ; 


Aiku^y  cao  «v   rvvriuu  riVO  iU  1 


Eft  through  the  tlucke  they  heard  one  rudely  i 
"With  noyse  whereof  he  from  his  loftie  steed 
Powno  fell  to  ground,  and  crept  into  a  bush, 
To  hide  his  coward  head  from  dying  dreed. 
But  Trompart  stoutly  stayd  to  taken  heed 
Of  what  might  hap.    Eftsoone  there  stepped  fo 
A  goodly  ladie  clad  in  hunters  weed. 
That  seemd  to  be  a  woman  of  great  wortli. 
And  by  her  stately  portanoe  borne  of  heavenly 

Her  face  so  faire,  as  flesh  it  seemed  not, 
But  hevenlv  pourtraict  of  briglit  angels  hew, 
Cleare  as  tiic  skye,  withouten  blame  or  blot. 
Through  goodly  mixture  of  complexions  dew; 
And  in  her  cheekcs  the  vermeill  red  did  shew 
Like  roses  in  a  bed  of  lillies  shed. 
The  which  ambrosiall  odours  from  them  threw. 
And  gazers  sence  with  double  pleasure  fed, 
Hable  to  heale  the  sicko  and  to  revive  the  ded. 

In  her  faire  eyes  two  living  lamps  did  flame^ 
Kindled  above  at  th'  hevenly  Makers  light, 
A^d  darted  fyrie  beames  out  of  the  same. 
So  passing  persant  and  so  wondrous  bright. 
That  quite  bereav'd  the  rash  beholders  sight  t 
In  them  the  blinded  god  his  lustfuU  fyre 
To  kindle  oil  assayd,  but  had  no  might ; 
For,  with  dredd  maiestie  and  awfull  yre. 
She  broke  hia  wanfnn  Hat^«  o»»/l  «w««-^i.- J  ' 
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T  eyelids  nmnr  gnoes  sate,  25 

he  shadow  of  her  eren  browes, 

g  belgmrdes  and  amorous  letrate; 

Tie  one  her  with  a  grace  endowes, 

Tie  one  with  meekenesse  to  her  bowes ; 

cms  mirrhour  of  celestial!  grace, 

eraine  moniment  of  mortall  Towes, 

all  frayle  pen  descriTe  her  hearenly  hee, 

e,  thioogn  want  of  skill,  her  beau^  to  disgrace ! 

and  thousand  thousand  times  more  faire,  26 

nd,  when  she  presented  was  to  sight ; 
I  yclad,  for  heat  of  scorching  aire, 
silken  Camus  lilly  whight, 
upon  with  many  a  folded  plight, 
Jl  abore  besprinckled  was  tlm>ughoat 
•Iden  aygulets,  that  glistred  bright, 
ncklioff  starres ;  and  all  the  skirt  about 
nd  with  golden  fringe. 

er  ham  her  weed  did  somewhat  trayne,  27 

ptrciffht  legs  most  bravely  were  embayld 

1  buskins  of  costly  cordwiyne, 
with  goldon  bendes,  which  were  entayld 

riou9  antickes,  and  full  fayre  aumayld. 

:hey  fastned  were  under  her  knee 

I  iewell,  and  therein  entrayld 

i  of  all  the  knots,  that  none  might  see 

y  within  their  fouldings  close  enwrapped  bee : 

>  faire  marble  pillours  they  were  seene,  28 

loi*  the  temple  of  the  gods  support, 

Jl  the  ptH)i)Ie  decke  with  airlands  greene, 

lOur  in  their  festivall  resort ; 

me  with  stately  grace  and  princely  port 

:ht  to  tread,  wlien  she  hersclfe  would  grace, 

i  tlie  woody  nyraphes  when  she  did  play, 

.  the  flying  libbard  she  did  chace, 

d  them  nimbly  move,  and  after  fly  apace. 

ler  hand  a  sharp  bore-spcare  she  held,  29 

ler  backe  a  bow  and  quiver  gay, 

ih  steel-headed  dartes  wherewith  she  qucld 

agj  beaates  in  her  victorious  play, 

ii  a  golden  bauldricke  which  forelay 

her  snowy  brest,  and  did  divide 

itie  paps ;  which,  like  young  fruit  in  May, 

}eg^Bn  to  swell,  and  being  tide 

ber  Hub  weed  their  places  only  signifide. 


1- 


II 


Such  as  Diana  by  the  sandy  she 
Of  swift  Eiirotas,  or  on  Cynthu 
"Wliere  all  the  njinphes  hare  he 
Wandreth  alone  with  bow  and  ; 
To  seeke  her  game :  or  as  that  i 
Of  Amazons,  whom  Pyirhus  die 
The  day  the  first  of  Priame  she 
Did  shew  herselfe  in  great  triun 
To  Bucconr  the  weake  state  of  si 

Snch  when  as  hartlesse  Trompa] 
He  was  dismayed  in  his  coward 
And  doubted  whether  he  himsel 
Or  fly  away,  or  bide  alone  behin 
Both  feare  and  hope  he  in  her  fa 
When  she  at  last  nim  spying  thi 
"  Hayle,  groome ;  didst  not  thoi 
Whose  right  haunch  earst  my  si 
If  thou  didst,  tell  me,  that  I  ma; 

Wherewith  reviv'd,  this  answerc 
'*  O  goddesse,  (for  such  I  thee  U 
For  nether  dotn  thy  face  terresti 
Nor  voyce  soimd  mortall :  I  aro' 
Such  wounded  beast,  as  that,  I  c 
Sith  earst  into  this  forrest  wild  ] 
But  mote  th^r  ^oodl.yhed  for^ve 
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**  O !  ttay  thy  liand;  for  yonder  is  no  game  35 

For  thy  nen  anowes,  them  to  exercise ; 

But  loe !  my  lord,  my  liege,  whose  warlike  name 

Is  far  renowmd  throoffh  many  bold  emprize ; 

And  now  in  shade  he  shrowded  yonder  lies." 

She  staid :  with  that  he  cranld  out  of  his  nest, 

Forth  creeping  on  his  caitiTe  hands  and  thies ; 

And  standmg  stoutly  up  his  lottj  crest 

Did  fiercely  shake,  and  rowse  as  oomming  late  from  rest. 

As  fearAill  fowle,  tiiat  long  in  secret  care  3(3 

For  dread  of  soring  hanke  herselfe  hath  hid. 

Not  caring  how,  her  silly  life  to  sare. 

She  her  gay  painted  plames  disorderid ; 

Seeing  at  last  herselfe  from  daonger  rid, 

Peeps  forth,  and  soone  renews  her  native  pride; 

She  gins  her  feathers  fowle  disfigured 

Pft>wdly  to  prune,  and  sett  on  every  side ; 

So  shakes  off  shame,  ne  thinks  how  erst  she  did  her  hide. 

So  when  her  goodly  visage  he  beheld,  37 

He  gan  himselfe  to  vaunt :  but,  when  he  vowd 

Those  deadly  tooles  which  in  her  hand  she  held 

Soone  into  other  fitts  ho  was  transmewd, 

Till  she  to  him  her  cracious  speach  rencwd ; 

**  All  haile.  sir  knight,  and  well  may  thee  befall, 

As  all  the  like,  which  honor  have  pursewd 

Through  deeds  of  arracs  and  prowesse  martiall ! 

All  vertue  merits  praise,  but  such  the  most  of  all.'* 

To  whom  he  thus ;  "  O  fairest  under  skie,  38 

Trew  be  thy  words,  and  worthy  of  thy  praise. 

That  warlike  feats  doest  highest  fflorifie. 

Therein  I  have  spent  all  my  youthly  daies, 

And  many  battadcs  fought  and  many  fraies 

Throughout  the  world,  wherso  they  might  be  found, 

EndevoriDg  my  dreaded  name  to  raise 

Above  the  moone,  that  Fame  may  it  resound 

In  her  etemall  trompe  with  laureU  girlond  cround. 

"But  wliat  art  thou,  O  lady,  which  doest  raungo  39 

In  this  wilde  forest,  where  no  pleasure  is, 
And  doest  not  it  for  ioyous  court  cxchaunge, 
EmoDffst  thine  equall  |>eres,  where  happy  blis 
And  all  delight  does  raigne  much  more  then  this? 
There  thou  maist  love,  and  dearly  loved  be. 
And  swim  in  pleasure^  which  ihoa  here  doest  mis ; 
Jiere  TDaiftthoa  best  be  aeene,  tmd  heit  maist  see : 
Ofmwijsmforbcaats,  the  court  is  Bit  for  thee." 


"  In  «-(HiJs,  in  waves,  in  ww 
And»ilK-f..iiTid  nilhperill 
>",M-rn  111.- man.  that  nioiiM: 
Unlo  Ii.T  l,ai.i.v  in;msioii  uiU 
£t>forL'  her  aate  Hiuh  God  ill 
And  vakefull  Watrliea  ever 
But  oas.v  U  the  uay  and  pasa 
To  Pltiaaures  pallacc  ;  it  may 
And  Aaj  and  night  her  dore; 

"  In  Princes  Court" — The  ret 
But  that  the  foolish  man.  (tili 
or  hpr  xn-eete  words  (bat  all 
And  witli  her  wondroua  beam 
Gan  burne  in  filth;  lust ;  and 
Thoueht  in  his  bastard  armen 
\Vith  that  she,  PHarvinR  back 
Against  him  bent,  and  Iterreb 
So  turned  her  about,  and  flea 

Which  irhen  the  peHaunt  saw, 
And  grieved  at  her  flight ;  yel 
Pursew  Jier  stops  through  wili 
Besides  he  feard  her  wrath,  an 
Whiles  in  the  bush  he  lay,  not 
Ne  card  he  greatly  for  her  pn 
But  turning  said  lo  Trompul 


linv  with  ftwre.  or  erne  ou  feoto  to  4jai 
ft<  dtter  heUah  ModiL  or  powxw  on  lije : 

WIfak  «M  the  cMiH^  wlitt  am*  tliiU  hom  I  Iwn^ 
Wini^  it  had  bom  thmidflr  in  the  tlgrv^ 

Ilii  ^]r  Mife  ftvan  it  as  one  ifiaid ; 

~  lotfMrkneVpVjMif  IboUtrTCud. 


*ltt  Mr.  i»  ten  of  worn  «het  BMjr  betide, 
litviooaehaMedepert'*   Th^f  aooneafnet 
8t  tD  lii  eleed  he  ffott»  and  fw  to  ride 
ia  «ne  nnte  thmfon^  llirt  aU  a^bt  iee 
He  kad  not  traerned  bane  in  ohefanea^ 
Wkkk  wefl  thnt  Taliaiint  eooiier  did  diaoeniei. 
Vv  he  dmiad  to  tned  in  dear  desne^ 


and  fom'd  with  eotage  fieia  and  atema^ 
lad  to  be  awd  of  thai  baaa  huden  atin  did 


CANTO  IV. 

G«fOB  does  Furor  Uad  in  diaiiifli^ 

JkBd  tlopt  OemioB : 
DdiTcn  PlMdcn,  and  tberdbra 

By  atittb  is  njld  appoo. 


b  bnw  ponraoitt  of  hoDoraUe  deed, 

TLere  m  I  know  not  what  great  difference 

Brtweene  the  mlgar  and  toe  noble  seed. 

Which  unto  thingi  of  Talorons  pretence 

Scfsica  to  be  borne  bj  natire  influence  \ 

Am  feales  of  armes ;  and  ]ove  to  entertaine: 

Bat  chie47  skill  to  ride  seemes  a  science 

Phjper to  gentle  blood:  aome  othera  flune 

To  menage  steeda,  aa  did  this  Tannter ;  but  in  Taine. 


Bat  be,  the  riffhtfnil  owner  of  that  steede,  ^  8 

Who  wcU  eonld  menage  and  sabdew  his  pride, 

The  whileaon  foot  waa  forced  for  to  yeed 

Whh  that  blacke  palmer,  his  moat  tmsty  guide. 

Who  fidffired  not  hia  wandring  feeto  to  Biide ; 

Bat  when  strong  paaalon,  or  weake  fleahlinesse, 

Woald  firon  the  n^t  waj  aeeke  to  draw  him  wide. 

He  vonkL  throDgJi  temperannce  and  stedfastnesse, 

bchkiB  the  week  toatra^^tkaD,  nod  the  strong  fuppreaae* 


And  liim  boli.vml  n  wicked  h 
In  rucut'd  robi's  and  (ilthy  d 
Her  otlkor  lee  wa."  lame,  tlifit 
But  on  a  etsfiu  her  feeble  ste 
Her  lorkea.  that  loathly  vcn 
Grew  All  af>re.  and  IcKKily  ho 
Bat  all  beliinde  Mas  bald,  ani 
That  none  thereof  could  erer 
And  eke  her  face  ill-farooT'd, 

And,  erer  as  nhe  nent,  her  to 
In  iowle  reproch  and  leiTODs  i 
ProToking  him,  by  her  outran 
To  heape  more  veneeanee  on 
SometimeB  she  rauKht  him  tU 
Sometimes  Her  slafTe,  thondh 
"Wlthouten  which  ehe  could  ni 
Ne  any  eril  meanes  she  did  To 
"OiMt  might  him  move  to  wratl 

Bio  noble  Giiyon,  moT'd  with 
AppToching,  unit  the  has  did 
And  afler,  adding  more  mipet 
Hia  mighty  hands  did  on  the  i 
And  plnckt  him  backe ;  who,  i 
A«aiiut  him  tumine  all  hia  fel 
'^th  beaatlj  brutitn  ra^re  gat 
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9  assault  and  rugged  handelmg  8 

B  seemed  to  the  knight^  that  aye  with  foe 
defence  and  goodly  menaging 
s  was  wont  to  fight ;  yet  nathemoe 
abashed  now,  not  fighting  so ; 
re  enfieroed  through  his  currish  play, 
nily  gr^pt,  and,  hailing  to  and  m>, 
Jirow  mm  strongly  diaassay, 
rthrew  himselfe  unawares,  and  lower  lay t 

Dg  downe  Uie  Tillein  sore  did  beate  0 

ize  with  clownish  fistes  his  manly  facet 

!  the  hag,  with  maz^  a  bitter  threat^ 

1  upon  to  kill  him  m  the  place. 

hose  reproch,  and  odious  men&ce, 

l^ht  emboyling  in  his  haughtie  hurt 

I  lus  forces,  and  gan  soone  unbrace 
ipin^  hold :  so  lightly  did  upstart, 

rw  his  deadly  weapon  to  mamtaine  his  part 

^hen  the  palmer  saw,  he  loudly  cryde,  10 

>,  O  Guyon,  never  thinke  that  so 

>nst«r  can  be  maistred  or  destroy d: 

)t,  ah !  he  is  not  such  a  foe, 

e  can  wouude,  or  strength  can  overthroe. 

me  is  Furor,  cursed  cruel  wight,  r 

to  kniglithooa  workes  much  shaTTTe  and  woe : 

it  same  Hag,  his  aged  mother,  hight, 

q;  the  roote  of  aU  wrath  and  despight. 

her,  whoso  will  raging  Furor  tame,  11 

rst  begin,  and  well  her  dmenage : 

T  restraine  from  her  reprochfull  blame 

II  meanes,  with  which  she  doth  enrage 
Qtick  Sonne,  and  kindles  his  corage; 

hen  she  is  withdrawne  or  strong  withstood, 

I  his  ydle  fury  to  aswage, 

me  tno  tempest  of  his  passion  wood: 

ikes  are  overflowne  when  stopped  is  the  flood." 

ith  Sir  Guyon  left  his  first  emprise,  12 

ming  to  that  woman,  fast  her  hent 
loare  lockes  that  hong  before  her  eyes, 
the  ground  her  threw :  yet  n'ould  she  stent 
ter  ray  ling  and  foule  r^vilement; 
I  provokt  her  sonne  to  wreake  her  wrong ; 
helesse  he  did  her  still  torment, 
tchiii^  ho)d  of  her  twgratiouB  tong, 
anjnon  lock  did  faaten  £rme  and  stronir. 

m2  * 


In  his  strong  armes  he  stifly  hin 

Who  liiin  ^^ain-strivini;  noiiffht  a 

..■f»J  For  all  his  power  was  utterly  dt 

And  furious  titts  at  earst  cjuite  \ 
Ofl  he  re'nforst,  and  oft  his  foret 
Yet  yield  he  would  not,  nor  his  : 
Then  him  to  ground  he  cast,  anc 
And  both  his  nands  fast  bound  I 
And  both  his  feet  in  fetters  to  ai 

With  hundred  yron  chaines  he  d 
And  hundred  knots,  that  did  hin 
Yet  his  great  yron  teeth  he  still  • 
And  grimly  gnash,  threatning  re^ 
His  burning  even,  whom  bl€>ody 
Stared  full  wide,  and  threw  forth 
And,  more  for  rank  despight  thei 
Shakt  his  long  locks  colourd  Hke 
And  bitt  his  tawny  beard  to  she^ 

Thus  whenas  Guyon  Furor  had  c 
Turning  about  he  saw  that  wretcl 
Whom  that  mad  man  of  life  nigh 
Lying  on  ground,  all  soild  with  bl 
Whom  whenas  he  perceived  to  re 
He  gan  to  comfort,  and  his  woun 
Being  at  last  recured,  he  gan  inqu 
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Of  an  w  MRoir  and  «f  MM  aid  tennis 

Wilk  vMm  froin  tender  dog  of  eoaunmie  iioone 


I  waanpliraiijiJits  andeftywliMi  jaaiM 

Mir  type  vf  nnaon  Init  to  diOM  oar  pMieik 
OmelTei  in  lengne  of  ▼oired  lore  we  knitt; 
Ik  vhieb  we  long  tine,  widwiit  geeloas  iSBeiee 
<^finhie  thowgnta,  eontyneird m  mm  fitt; 
iad,  Sor  mj  piirt  I  voir,  diaaembled  not  a  whitt 


*Il  waa  fljr  fcrtoM^  oommime  to  tlirt  I4;e^ 

To  love  ft  Utjr  fi^ie  of  great  degree. 

Ike  wUdk  waa  Mine  pfnoUe  paieatage^ 

lad  aet  in  lagheai  aeat  of  digni  te<% 

Tct  teead  no  leaae  to  lore  t&en  lord  to  bee : 

Lo^r  I  bar  eerv'd.  and  foond  lier  fiuOibU  ataL 

Be  cw  thing  eoidd  eanae  na  diaagree : 

Late  &i*  two  haitea  makea  onep  makea  eke  one  will: 

laek  atiof  to  pleaBe,  and  otfaera  ptoaamea  to  hilfllL 
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*Mt  friend,  lii^it  Philemon,  I  did  partake  20 

Of  111  my  lore  and  all  my  privitie; 

^l^y  crently  ioyoos  aeemed  for  my  sake, 

And  cncious  to  that  lady,  as  to  mee; 

yt  erer  »ight»  that  mote  so  welcome  bee 

A»  be  to  her,  withouten  blott  or  blame; 

>'e  erer  thing,  that  she  could  think  or  see. 

Bus  onto  him  she  would  ixnpart  the  same : 

0  wretched  man,  that  would  abuse  so  gentle  dame  I 

"At  lart  such  graee  I  found,  and  meanes  I  wrought,        21 

TLat  I  that  lady  to  my  spouse  had  wonne ; 

Arrcfd  of  frienoes,  consent  of  parents  sought, 

Aframife  made,  mr  happinesse  begonne, 

T)im  wanted  nought  but  few  rites  to  be  donne, 

"Mlueh  manage  make :  that  dar  too  farre  did  seeme  I 

H4^«t  iojous  man,  on  whome  the  shining  sunne 

Did  shew  his  face,  myself  I  did  esteeme, 

And  that  my  falser  mend  did  no  lesse  ioyous  deeme. 

"Bat.  ere  that  wiahed  day  hia  beame  disdosd,  22 

He.  either  enrying  my  toward  good, 

l>r  of  himselfe  to  treason  ill  disposd. 

One  dav  unto  me  came  in  friendly  mood, 

Az.d  toii  for  secret,  how  he  understood 

Taat  iadf,  whom  I  had  to  me  assynd, 

Hai  both  H*?**^"^  her  honorable  blood, 

Aad  eke  the  fidtih  which  afa^  to  me  did  bynd; 

Aad  thetdbfo  w1Bhime«^F^  tiUImjr  truth  should  fynd. 


"  Ere  long  witb  like  ntrnme  ) 
Sayinc.  he  now  liad  boiillpd 
And  thai  it  wiiji  a  proomi'  of 
'Wliich  of  my  love  was  parta 
■Who  used  in  a  darkBonie  inn 
Her  oft  to  meete :  which  bet 
He  promised  to  brine  me  at 
"Whoa  I  should  see  (hat  irou 
And  drive  me  to  irithdraw  m 

1  "  This  gracelesso  man.  for  fiii 
l-tJHd  court  the  hondniayd  of  n. 
Who,  fflad  t'  embosome  his  a 
Did  allshe  might  more  ploasi 
One  daj',  to  worlie  her  to  his 
He  woo'd  her  thus ;  '  Pryenf , 
'  UTiat  great  deepight  does  fi 
Thus  loivlj  to  abase  tliy  beau 
Xikat  it  should  not  deface  all  c 

" '  But  if  she  had  her  least  hel 
T'  adome  thy  forme  according 
Their  blazing  pride  thoutrouL 
And  staynd  their  praTsee  with 
If  e  should  faira  ClariWll  with 
Tbo'  she  thy  lady  be.  approch 
For  PTOofe  theiwif.  thlg  oir=i>" 


CHH9  ^P™fr  H«  WBOObOutA  BH06^ 
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ftt  wMod  it  wmi  my  lore  wtt  wliom  he  plajdL 
ik  God !  wiMt  homvr  aad  loroMDliiig  gnele 


5r  k»t»  ■9' kaadn.  suoe  cMi^  aiid  111  uMjd  I 
e  IMv  woe  tM  ttioiiHaBd  deiOiSt  pnife 

umeof  meh  lepriefe. 


Jbd  ^CSSBS  ▼cngetOBM  lU  IliD  wiif  I  w«nfe 

Soaaras  ■Tioathed  love  apMod  m  light, 

Wiik  vntlmill  Ittnd  I  ilew  ner  innoeenti 

IWi  ift«  aooiie  I  tenbr  did  Imeiit: 

For,  when  the  CHiM  of  liiat  ovtnipoiit  daede 

DnMOBded  I  made  idiiiw  and  cndent^ 

Her  fiHkiebudiniva.  which  thrtbde  did  breeds     ' 

Coafal  kcyvr  Phflaimw  her  wiouffht  to  duraiige  her  weede. 

'TThirh  when  I  hetord,  with  horrible  ftffirigiit  90 

And  hrllish  furr  all  enragd,  I  sought 

rpon  myKlfe  toat  rengeable  despight 

T  M  pnntf  h :  jet  it  better  first  I  thought 

To  vrrake  mj  wrath  on  him,  that  fintit  wrought; 

To  P!iileTDOii,  false  fatour  Phflemon, 

I  ctft  to  par  that  I  so  dearely  bought : 

Of  dndiT  dnucB  I  ^re  him  drinke  anon. 

And  viaht  away  his  guilt  with  guilty  potion. 

*"  Ihiis  heaping  crime  on  crime,  and  griefe  on  griefe,        31 

To  iotf«  oTloTe  adioyninft  lease  of  frend. 

I  meant  to  purge  both  with  a  third  mischfefe, 

Iml  in  my  woes  beginner  it  to  end: 

TLat  wasPrren^;  she  did  first  offend, 

S*!^  lart  sh'^ild  smart:  with  which  cruell  intent, 

\^~hf  n  I  at  her  my  murdrons  blade  did  bend, 

Sbe  t!fd  away  with  ghastly  dreriment, 

AiA  h  poorsewing  my  fell  purpose,  ajfter  went. 


"  Fcare  gare  her  winges,  and  Kage  enforst  my  flight;      82 

IWnch  woods  and  plainea  so  long  I  did  her  chaee, 

T!l  rhis  mad  man,  whom  your  yictorious  might 

Hath  now  fast  bound,  me  met  in  middle  space : 

Af  I  her,  so  he  me  poursewd  apace, 

AsA  shntly  0Terto<»e :  I,  breathing  yre, 

Sore  f banned  at  mr  stav  in  such  a  cace, 

And  with  ny  heat  kindled  his  oruell  fyre ; 

Whkk  ^^■m"*!^  onec^  his  mother  did  more  rage  inspyie. 


TLat  (o  .\ff,H-tiona  does  tlie  [ 
in  their  beemninK  tlifv  are  t 
But  jioonp  Ihrough  BuflVane. 
T^TiilM  tliey  are  wcake,  betit 
Fw.  when  they  once  to  perfe 
Btrong  warres  they  make.  an. 
&««^rt  of  Eemn.it  too 
Wrath,  Geloty,  Griefe,  Love, 

"Wrath.  G|aloaieGriefe,L< 
Wrath.iB  a  fire;  and  Gea^osie 
Gnefe  IS  a  flood;  and  Love 


t5^  ^f  'Pfrkcs.  the  reede 
The  flood  ordrops,  the  monst^ 
;Bnt  sparts.  seed,  dropa.  and  fi 


-u^  -parirs.  seed,  dropB.  and  fi 
ioe  sparkg  aoone  quenrh.  the 
oT^^^.^P-  and  filth  m- 
So  ahaJl  Wrath.  Gealo*j-,Grie 
"Unlupky  squire."  saide  Gm-o 
Falne  into  muchiefe  through  i. 
Henceforth  take  heedo  of  ^t 
And  guyde  thy  waies  with  war; 
^t  H-oije  betide  thee  by  aora 
But  read  how  art  thou  namd. , 
*2^  ^  ''«''*■"  quoth  he,  "  I 


I*  hb  barL-p  bo  bnrp  ft  hrasen  thif  Id, 
!•  dnvm  fain),  in  eoloara  Hi, 

,      emBoi^torHiwly  Celi 

I  ttiievni  alxm  tlw  wn«lh  this  word  vas  wrtt, 

I  .k«/Ar  Amw.-  Bigfal  wi-U  bescemr^  it 

I  TkWiWthMdcfMoiemloaljt^dknurht: 

1  tM  ■■  bat  hMwI  two  dartPii  ux<?ceding  flit 

I   lai  fauQj  itMrp  l>^  Mi\,  wIiim  head!  n»rc  digbt 

I  h  p»n°*  ■■iJ  f  I'IuckI  of  Dulioe  and  despighU 

V^  W  M  pfTWWw  auar,  to  Gnyon  6nt 


d  pbuu)  at  PTsl. 


_*of  ftuffc^rkarmp.  I  couusell  thee; 
"  SnW  tW  T^"""""  at  tbinc  owne  ioipirdi'e." 


a  abc^  oome  that  banne,  which  thon  dost  Meme 

To  thnat  to  him  that  miiid«fl  bia  obatmoe  t'abye  f" 

'Ttiif'  wjA  he,  "  here  comta,  and  ia  hard  by, 

A  ksifht  «f  woadnMH  powre  and  gmt  asMf, 

Toil  never  jet  meooDtna  enenijf 

Btt  £d  him  deadly  daunt,  or  fowk  diim^; 

Ba  tha«  far  bettor  bop^  if  iboahiaprewnoe  itaj." 

'Hob  hi(At  ha,"  then  urd  Outod.  "and  bom  irli«acef"41 

'  ^toUm  ia  lua  name,  remMnned  taire 

For  hb  bold  fatw  aod  hardf  confidence^ 

Fall  «A  apfaord  in  maiv  a  onwll  wane; 
I    IWbmbrofCnnochUa;  hotbirbicham 
I    TheaouieaoraUAcnteaaiidDeaiaghti 

ioatra.  aoDneof  PhWgetonandLirrei 

Bitf  FUmfaM  ■■  (onne  t^Herabiu  and  Night 

Bat  HarmM  aonitn  of  Aetemitie  ia  higlkt. 

'Sofrw  iMjBortall  facB  ha  doea  pKiceede,  £3 

Hm  aoRall  handa  majr  not  withatamd  his  might, 
Ihadlbrbiadi     ' 


Ibad  kr  bia  datrins  doa  and  bkiodr  deed; 
Fcr  all  in  Uood  and  apoile  ia  hia  ddigbt. 
ETa  oi  I  Atin.  bia  in  wrong  and  right, 
uat  ■Mill  make  tor  him  to  worke  npca, 
ia^itinv  him  np  to  atarife  and  cmell  fight. 


^r  tWwJhrw-  4)'  *J^  feanfUl  itead  anon, 
Iai%ftalkKdiaew    '     ' 


e  yrvAe  Jtr  *»ti  ooDJiuion." 


II 


"  Mad  man,"  said  then  the  pa 
Occasion  to  wrath,  and  cause  < 
Shee  comes  unsoupht,  and  sho 
Happy  I  who  can  a])staiue,  wh 
KinaJes  Revenge,  and  threats 
Woe  never  wants,  where  even 
And  rash  Occasion  makes  unqi 
"  Then  loe !  wher  bound  she  si 
Said  Gujon ;  **  let  that  messag 

That  when  the  varlett  heard  ai 
He  wexed  wondrous  wroth,  an 
That  knighta  and  knighthood  c 
And  shewst  th*  ensample  of  th; 
With  silly  weake  old  woman  tb 
Great  glory  and  gay  spoile  sur 
And  stoutly  prov  d  thy  puissau 
That  shall  ^Pyrochles  well  requ 
And  with  thy  blood  abolish  so  : 

With  that,  one  of  his  thrillant  < 
Headed  with  yre  and  vengeabh 
The  quivering  Steele  his  aymed 
And  to  his  brest  itselfe  intendet 
But  he  was  wary,  and,  ere  it  en 
In  the  meant  marke,  advaunst  1 
On  which  it  seizing  no  way  ent 
But  backe  rebowndinor  effc  the  fr 
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CAinx)  V. 

Fyroehla  doci  with  Qujaa  light. 

And  Fnron  ehajne  ontjea. 
Who  him  aore  womidf;  whilen  Atin  to 

Qymoehlei  fyr  ajd  fljes. 

.  doth  to  Tempereanoe  apply 

tedfast  life,  and  all  his  actions  name, 
me,  shal  find  no  mater  enimj, 
ttobbome  Perturbation,  to  the  same ; 

hich  right  wel  the  wise  doe  give  that  name; 

t  tlie  ffoodly  peace  of  staied  mindes 
overthrow,  and  troublous  warre  proclame: 

iwne  woes  author,  who  so  bound  it  Andes, 

d  Fyrochles,  and  it  wilfully  unbindes. 

*  that  varlets  flight,  it  was  not  long 
>n  the  plaine  fast  pricking  Guyon  spide 
in  bright  armes  embatteiled  fiul  strong, 
,  as  the  sunny  beames  do  glaunce  and  glide 
L  the  trembling  wave,  so  suined  bright, 
round  about  him  threw  forth  sparkling  fire, 
seemd  him  to  enflume  on  every  side : 
$tee<l  was  bloody  red,  and  fomed  vre, 
n  with  the  maistring  spur  he  did  him  roughly  stiro. 

•oching  nigh,  he  never  staid  to  greete, 
haffar  words,  prowd  corage  to  provoke, 
prickt  so  fiers,  that  underneath  his  feete 
smouldring  dust  did  rownd  about  him  smoke, 
I  horse  and  man  ni^h  able  for  to  choke ; 
.  fayrly  couching  his  steeleheaded  speare, 
first  saluted  with  a  sturdy  stroke: 
xAed  not  sir  Guyon,  comming  nearo, 
liincke  such  hideous  puissaunce  on  foot  to  bearc; 

lifi:htly  shunned  it;  and  passing  by, 
iihis  bright  blade  did  smite  at  him  so  fell, 
;  the  sharpe  Steele,  arriving  forcibly 
lis  broad  shield,  bitt  not,  but  slauucing  fell 
lis  horse  necke  before  the  quilted  sell, 
fW>Tn  the  head  the  body  sundred  quight: 
.im  dismounted  low  he  did  compell 
oot  with  him  to  maicben  equallBght; 
ruDcked  beast  fast  bleeding  did  1dm  fowlj  digbU 


I 


"With  that  he  drew  his  flaming 
At  him  80  fiercely,  that  the  \i\ 
Of  his  sevcnfoldcd  shield  awa 

• 

And,  glaiincing  on  hia  helmet. 
And  open  gash  therein :  were 
That  broke  the  violence  of  his 
The  weary  sowle  from  thence 
Nathelcsse  so  sore  a  buff  to  hi 
That  made  him  reele,  and  to  h 

Exceeding  wroth  was  Guyon  a 
And  muen  ashamd  that  stroke 
Should  him  dismay,  and  make 
Thoui^h  otherwise  it  did  him  Ji 
Tho,  hurling  high  his  yron-bra 
He  smote  so  manly  on  his  shou 
That  all  his  left  side  it  did  quit 
Yet  there  the  steel  stayd  not,  1 
Deepe  in  hia  fleah,  and  opened 

Deadlr  dismayd  with  horror  of 
Pyrocnles  was,  and  fcrieyed  eke 
Yet  natfa§more  did  it  his  fury  s' 
But  added  flame  unto  hia  forme 
That  wel-nigh  molt  his  hart  in  i 
Ne  thenceforth  his  approved  ik 
Or  strike,  or  hurtle  rownd  in  ]r 
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ITi*  V  t  Won  whose  hnperiall  Dowre  10 

\'r  ^  i  rvK-llious  unicorn  de^'en, 
r  .'   -  i"  The  rsj^h  aj^ault  and  wrathful  Btowre 
* "  .  •  *:  p»  !'.«e.  him  to  a  tree  applyes, 
S-  :•*  Lt  r.  Lira  ronninf;  in  full  course  he  Bpjea, 
£'  •  .:•*  .A«id>*:  the  whiles  that  furious  beast 
H  -  'r.-^  «j*  h'fme,  soucht  of  his  enimycs, 
>T».-?  r.  -Lt-  jitocke.  nc  thenre  can  be  releast, 
2k:  :•  :Le  mighty  victor  yields  a  bounteous  feast. 

^■j  *^.-h  fair?  sleight  him  Guyon  often  fayld  11 

T—  ::  '^*'  lii*t  all  breathlespc,  wear>',  faint, 

rl  '  -T '.  r  J.  w  i:li  fresh  onsett  he  assayld, 

A:  :.  ».:.  *  Li.r  new  his  corsjcre  seeming  queint, 

Vr-  £-  ;;;:n  ?.*  hugely,  that  through  great  constraint 

F-  -  i  I-  iiirr.  .■«ioup  perforce  unto  his  Knee, 

ii :  :  V  ir.w  illinc  wowhip  to  the  saint, 

r.-v  •  1  L.<  5'Lit'lii  depainted  he  did  see; 

y.'.L  L  ri.a^v  till  that  instant  never  learned  hee. 

^.  •;  <i::Tor  «eeinjr  stoup,  poursewed  fast  12 

r    :  --  *  :  •  ■  :?f  r  of  faire  victor>', 

y  . '    :  ■  !j-  iln-a-ifiiU  blride  about  he  cast, 

}      .-  "  '  ■   i.-  *T:.ott'  his  huu^hty  crest  so  hye, 

'.   .'  •':  .».jT  ■  Ti  uT'.'^nd  inado  him  full  low  to  lye; 

:.    •   :   •  Irt-t  his  virt*.)r  foutc  he  thrust: 
y-  ■  ].    -rvilr:  "  .Mon.-y.  doe  mi' not  dye, 

.  •  ■      *    >  t"Ti'f^  hy  tortunes  d«.>omo  uuiust, 
..':.    -i:t:ijn*  her  siiiirht)  thus  low  me  laid  in  dust." 


\ 


■    -    '.  -  -li*  .-ni'-l  hand  SirGuvon  stnvd,  13 

■  -  •  J  '..■■  j'-.i.-"-.'-!!  \iiih  advizement  slow 
.  ■   -  -T  ■  ::  i:i::jht  mi  ciiimy  dismavd; 
2    '  '        •  ■*.-   h'*  ••r^^arre  hi»  well  did  know: 
^.       ■     :   :-.  "r:!:-!:  "  Livr,  and  alli-agaimce  owe 
T  •...,■  .'ivr  'I  tlii'f  lilf  and  librrty ; 

■    -      :   rTii  !•>■  this  <laics  ensam pie  trow, 
-'.  •.< r-:.'.  an-l  hi'tvllrsse  hazardry, 
1    •     :       •  p  ill.- auni-f  late,  and  la.'^tinti^  infamy." 

^     .:        1  t  h::ii  rise;  ^ ho.  with  jorim  looke  11 

.y  -       .:•  r.  ii.ri.t"  >tfnu'  upstandmc,  can  to  prind 

::  -  J*  •'■J  r.^'th  f-T  j:n  at  disdeipne,  and  shooke 

::  ■  -  ■     \  !<••-.  h»i I L'  haniiini:  downe  lu-hind, 

'"l-     ■■:.-.!  i'l  li  MTid  I  hist,  for  ^rriff  of  mind 

..  •  -.?•  tif  ;inn»'s  was  cunquere<i; 

2'    ■    .    '.  **  .i*'  Si'Tjjf  ronift»rt  he  ditl  lind, 

"        ■:.-«■  ii"l.lf  kiii;jhl  had  nuiystfrcd; 

^^  ^.9*  L^miiy  mort  then  might,  jd  both,  ho  wondered. 


«/  wMxwAo  \/*c;a  biuun ca  v»uu  Htriie  UUUL  OYOTUiri 

"  Fly,  O  Pyrocliles,  fly  the  dreadful  waire 
That  in  thyselfe  thy  lesser  partes  do  move; 
Outraceous  Anger,  and  woe-working  larre, 
Direfull  Impatience,  and  hart-murdring  Love: 
Those,  those  thy  foes,  those  warriours,  far  remove 
Which  thee  to  endlesse  bale  captived  lead. 
But,  sith  in  might  thou  didst  my  mercy  prove» 
Of  courtesie  to  mee  the  cause  aread 
That  thee  against  me  drew  with  so  impetaoiu  drei 

*'  Dreadlesse,"  said  he,  "  that  shall  I  soone  declare 
It  was  complaind  that  thou  hadst  done  great  tort 
Unto  an  aged  woman.  p>oore  and  bare. 
And  thralled  her  in  chaines  with  strong  effdrt^ 
Yoide  of  all  succour  and  needfull  comfort: 
That  ill  beseemes  thee,  such  as  I  thee  see. 
To  worke  such  shame:  therefore  I  thee  exhort 
To  chaunge  thy  will,  and  set  Occasion  free, 
And  to  her  captive  sonne  yield  his  first  libcrtee.** 

Thereat  Sir  Gnyon  smylde ;  "  And  is  that  allt** 
Said  he,  "  that  thee  so  sore  displeased  hath? 
Great  mercy  sure,  for  to  enlarge  a  thrall, 
Whose  freedom  shall  thee  tume  to  greatest  scath ! 
Nath'Iesse  now  ouench  thv  whott  emboyling  wrat 
Loe !  there  they  bee;  to  thee  I  yield  them  nee" 
Thereat  he,  wondrous  glad,  out  of  the  path 
Did  lightly  leape,  where  he  them  bound  did  see^ 
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■loac  nv  *bi-  infhm'd  bim  go.  20 

Invld  algatn  <dth  PynvUes  fight, 
I  Hiiii*ii»ii  rkalpngd  for  tun  fo^. 
cite  bad  nut  «pU  louatt^d  hismlil. 
Ued  ikad  to  thai  same  BlrBuiiser  kuii;lit. 
~         * '  »  mcx  ai  wood  as  una. 
with  Impstient  might : 
I  lofiflfarr  fien  eiiffrupi?d  boe, 
I  GvjoB  •tandiag  D7  Uieir  lincoath  Btrife  doea  ace. 

I  thai  «lide  Occuint  did  provoke  SI 
t  I^rTJi'T*.  and  Den*  luatUr  frani'd 

h*  old.  Um  rtbruig  to  bee  wroke 

Ma  wTrmii|ii.  'm  wUicli  ib?  ofl  lum  blom'd 

I I  ilia  fuMi  abuse  as  kaisbtbood  Rhom'd. 
■  diahabled  ipkjtt:  bat  he  was  vise, 

a  vitb  'siue  McaiioDB  be  iuflam'd ;  * 

MC9  alir  more  urgeat  ilid  devise: 
tking  ceuid  bim  to  impatieace  entisO' 

kO  eostentaoa  atill  iuareaMd  more,  SS 

ore  thcrebj  inereawd  Furora  ntigbt, 

r  bi*  foe  baa  hurt  and  wounded  tors 

m  in  Uood  and  dart  deformed  qnigbt. 

Mber  Ac,  mofe  to  augoKot  bia  tpiRbt, 

(Ooght  to  him  a  fljiniTig  fyer-brond, 

.  ^e  ia  St7giaii  lake,  i^y  bnmiDg  bright, 

indled :  that  ihe  gave  mto  hit  baud, 

tmd  with  fire  more  hardly  he  mote  him  withatond. 

n  that  viUeia  wex  to  fien  aad  Btrong,  23 

KWbJT'g  "ityli*-  nK^ine  hia  fimona  forse : 

rt  him  downe  to  ground,  and  all  aloug 

him  throogfa  durt  and  mjre  witboat  remone, 

)«l7  battered  bia  comely  corse, 

jvjm  much  diadeignd  m  loathly  lighL 

t  he  «aa  compeld  to  cr7  perforse, 

f.  O  Sir  GnyoD !  belpe,  mott  noble  knight, 

d  a  wretdwd  man  firam  bandea  of  helliah  vight !" 

ai^t  waa  greatly  moved  at  hi*  playnt,  21 

lan  him  digbt  t«  aoccour  bia  diatreaae, 
■at  the  palmer,  by  bin  grave  reatraynt. 


t  thy  stoat  hart  melt  in  pittv  vt. ... . 

■t  hia  aonvir  aongbt  througn  wilfulneese, 

MB  file  btbed  would  release  agayne, 

!tm  to  tMte  hia  foUiM  bait,  repeated  jfafjtt," 


i>  UK)  nis  brother,  whom  Cymoi 


■Jl  ■  He  was  a  man  of  rare  redoubtc 

■•'^■!  ll  Famous  throughout  the  world  i 

And  glorious  spoiles,  purchast  i 
Full  manj  doughtie  knightes  he 
Had  doen  to  death,  subdewde  ii 
Whose  carkases,  for  terrour  of  I 
Of  fowles  and  beastes  he  made  t 
And  hong  their  conquerd  armes 
On  gallow  trees,  in  honour  of  his 


\ 


Hifl  dearest  dame  is  that  enchaui 
The  yyle  Acrasia,  that  with  vainc 
And  ydle  pleasures,  in  her  Bowrt 
Does  charme  her  lorers,  and  the  i 
Can  call  out  of  the  bodies  of  frailc 
Whom  then  she  does  transforme 
And  horribly  misshapes  with  uglj 
Captiv'd  eternally  in  vron  mewes 
And  darksom  dens,  wnere  Titan  h 

There  Atin  fownd  Cymochles  soio 
To  serye  his  lemans  loye;  for  he  li 
Was  given  all  to  lust  and  loose  liv 
Whenever  his  fiers  handes  he  free 
And  now  he  has  pourd  out  his  yd! 
In  daintie  delices  and  l«v;oi» : — 
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beside  there  trickled  sofUy  downe  SO 

Btreame,  whose  marmmw  wave  did  play 
the  pumy  stones,  and  maae  a  sownei 
im  soil  asleepe  that  by  it  lay: 
•ie  trayeiler,  wandring  that  way, 
lid  often  quench  his  tliir8t;jr  heat, 
I  by  it  his  wearie  limbes  display, 
creeping  slomber  made  him  to  forget 
er  payne,)  and  wypt  away  his  toilsom  sweat. 

he  other  syde  a  pleasaont  grove  31 

tt  np  high,  full  of  the  stately  tree 

icated  is  t'  Olympick  love, 

is  Sonne  Alciaes,  whenas  hee 

a  gayned  goodly  victoree : 

;he  mery  birdes  of  every  sorte 

I  alowd  their  chearefull  harmonee, 

le  emongst  themselves  a  sweete  con86rt, 

;kned  the  dull  spright  with  musicall  comf6rt. 

him  found  all  carelesly  displaid,  32 

3  shadow  from  the  sunny  ray, 
et  bed  of  lillies  softly  laid, 
flock  of  damzelles  fresh  and  gay, 
nd  about  liim  dissolute  did  play 
iton  foUies  and  light  mcriment ; 
which  did  loosely  disaray 
T  partes  of  meet  habiliments, 
rd  them  naked,  deckt  with  many  ornaments. 

y  of  them  strove  with  most  delights  33 

ggrate,  and  greatest  pleasures  shew : 

riiJ  faire  lookes,  glancing  like  evening  lights ; 

reet  wordes,  dropping  like  honny  dow; 

bed  kisses,  and  did  soft  embrcw 

cd  licour  through  his  melting  lips. 

tes  her  beautie,  and  does  yield  to  vew 

tie  limbes  above  her  tender  hips : 

her  out  boastes,  and  all  for  tryall  strips. 

in  adder  lurking  in  the  weedes,  34 

Iring  thought  in  deepe  desire  does  steepe, 
ravle  eye  with  spoyle  of  beauty  feedes : 
?s  he  falsely  faines  himselfe  to  sleepe, 
iirough  their  lids  his  wanton  eies  do  peepe 
a  snatch  of  amorous  conceipt, 
close  fire  into  h 75  hart  does  creepe : 
?/z7  deceives,  decoivd  in  hia  deceipt, 
lAe  with  drugs  ofdeare  roiuptuous  receipt. 


.  «r  »   V.A*' 


1 


luriurne,  ana  ail  i 


Then,  Dricking  him  with  his  shai 
He  saia:  **Up,  up.  thou  womanis 
That  hore  in  ladies  lap  entombed 
Unmindfull  of  thy  praise  and  pro 
And  weetlesse  eke  of  lately- wrouj; 
Whiles  sad  Pyrocles  lies  on  sence 
And  g:roneth  out  his  utmost  grud^ 
Through  many  a  stroke  and  many 
Calling  thy  help  in  vaine,  that  her 

Saddeinly  out  of  his  delightfull  dn 
'The  man  awoke,  and  would  have  q 
But  he  would  not  endure  that  wofii 
For  to  dilate  at  large,  but  urg;ed  so: 
With  percing  wordes  and  pittifull  ii 
Him  luisty  to  arise :  as  one  afinght 
With  hellish  feends,  or  furies  mad  \ 
He  then  uprose,  inflamd  with  fell  d( 
And  called  for  his  armes;  for  he  woi 

^ev  bene  ybrought ;  he  quickly  dc 
Ana  Ikphtly  mounted  passeth  on  his 
Ne  lames  loyes,  ne  sweete  entreatie 
Appease  his  heat,  or  hastie  passa^ 
For  he  has  vowd  to  beene  ayengd  t] 
(That  day  itselfe  him  seemed  all  t/v- 
Onhim  fl^-^-'-^ '^ 


va  T±xu*  qvxan. 


h  iejam  plfwnrr  thm  in  Brt«voiu  pabe: 
Pit  rmtetmemt  6oth  aUare  the  wf«ker  sence 
h  Mnaittj.  Uut  uii(>aUim  it  can  rFfr&itie 
FiBn  lirnt  Khiiii  fe«blo  luUuro  coreU  f^e: 
Bh  4n>4a  and  wralk  llut  be  her  eDemieB 
l»d  l«s  of  lib.  «1m  better  ciD  Testntine : 
Td  Vatar  vannta*  in  both  lier  viotories ; 
itidvjtMi  (B  llwm  all  ahenes  goodlj  tuajsterii 
VW:h  bcU  CynwcU««  traveiliog  to  finde, 
ITrii  mrD  pnriMic  brut  to  nrc^e  on  liim 
TW  wnlh  wnion  Atin  kindled  in  lua  mind, 
CiBF  to  a  tirrr,  br  whose  utmost  brim 
'vbmg  lopaaae  hetaw  whereas  did  Bvim 

ip«s.  ■  .... 
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mitt  as  glaunce  of  ejre, 

(Oadalajr.  bedrcked  trim 
I  DN^M  and  arbour*  woven  cniutngl;. 
Eke  ft  btle  foTTcst  aeemcd  outwardlj. 

iad  tbnviB  «te  a  lady  fnA  and  fayre, 
V»t™y  awectc  aolaoe  to  henelfe  akme : 
ScBxtmea  ihe  Mns  aa  kmd  aa  iaike  in  i^re, 
SomediiMa  the  laugbt,  that  nigh  her  bream  was  gone; 
Tt*  >aa  theiT  not  with  her  else  any  one, 
iWl  to  her  micht  more  cause  of  meriment; 
KatUT  oTmerut  enouah.  though  there  were  none, 
She  ronlil  deriie ;  ana  thousand  waiea  invent 
To  tv^  ho-  fooluh  humour  and  viins  iolliment. 

WhiA  wbra  far  off  CVmochlea  heard  and  law, 

He  lowdir  cald  to  anch  aa  were  abord 

IW  Bttk  barke  unto  the  ■bore  to  draw, 

Aad  htm  to  fsTTy  orer  that  deepe  ford. 

The  merry  mariner  unto  his  wcxrd 

Soov  heafated,  amd  her  painted  bote  itreightway 

IW»d  to  tbe  ^o>«,  where  that  aame  warlike  lord 


nt  Atin  DT  no  way 


1  And  all  the  way  the  wanton  damse 

I  New  raerth  her  passenijer  to  entert 

*  For  she  in  pleasaunt  puri)ose  did  a 

And  preath-  ioyed  merry  tales  to  fi 
Of  wliich  a  store-house  did  with  h€ 
Yet  seemed,  nothing  well  they  her 
For  all  her  wordes  she  drownd  wit 
And  wanted  pn"dce  in  utt'rinj?  of  the 
That  turned  all  her  pleasaunce  to  a 

And  other  whiles  vaine  toyes  she  w 
As  her  fantasticke  wit  did  most  del 
Sometimes  her  head  she  fondly  wo\ 
"With  gaudy  girlonds,  or  fresh  flow 
About  iier  necke,  t)r  rings  of  rushes 
Sometimes,  to  do  him  laugh,  she  wc 
To  laugh  at  shaking  of  the  leaves  lii 
Or  to  behold  the  water  worke  and  p 
About  her  little  frigot,  therein  mak 

Her  light  behayiour  and  loose  dallia 
Grave  wondrous  great  contentment  t 
That  of  his  way  ne  had  no  sovenaun 
Nor  care  of  vow'd  revenge  and  crue 
But  to  weake  wench  did  ^ield  his  m 
So  easie  was  to  quench  his  flamed  n 
With  one  sweete  drop  of  sensuall  de 
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nn  rams  Qvwnn. 

"!■  lk»  wide  inUmJ  wa,  thai  hight  bj  name 
Ik  UOc  Ijtkr,  ay-  trandnDK  slup  I  row, 
Ihrt  toow«  IxT  pc4t,  md  ibethec  tavle*  b;  a; 
X«(B«  wt  fcwv  I  bcnr  the  w'lad  do  blow, 
Or«kMlMr  cwift  I  irrad  or  nhether  iloir : 
Batt  ^M  asd  nnfl  alike  do  seire  mf  toome ; 
^*  iwelliiic  Krptiuie  DC  kiwd-thundnng  love 
Cia  (fesaMge  mj  cbenre,  or  make  me  ever  moume : 
Kf  lidB  MMt  eiLB  aaiely  paue  tbis  periiotu  boumB." 

WUm  llna  Bh«  talked,  and  wLilea  tkus  ahe  toyd, 
l^n  vm  br  put  the  puxo^  wlucb  he  t^kke, 
Smi  MSM    alo  an  bluul  irsste  and  vord, 
nrt  Sowd  a  tic  midst  of  that  great  lake ; 
"        '  U  goiuleiay  hur  port  did  make, 

f  fmjTB  inewiuK  on  the  eiiore 
OCT :  liicir  iraj- 1  hey  forward  take 
i^a  tae  Mad  tliat  loj^  them  foire  before, 
Vktae  pIcwBonoe  ahe  himshen'd,aiidplentilu]l 

It  *M  a  doacn  plott  oT  fertile  bad, 

EfflOD^  wide  waret  aett,  Hke  a  litis  nwi^ 

li  if  n  had  bj  Nature*  eamung  hand 

Bhlc  rbojce^  picked  oat  from  all  the  ntt, 

iadbid  fonb  linreiiBainpleof  thebeet: 

fa  daiatie  B<nn«  or  heroe  that  gntwee  on  grownd, 

5o  arborett  vilh  painted  bloeeomea  dreet 

■    '        "  ■     ■  it  there  it  mi^t  be 

IT  *w«ele  ameii  thiowe  al  arawad. 

5o  trrc,  whoee  branncbei  did  not  biavely  ipring :  IS 

5o  brBODch,  nhenoa  a  fine  bird  did  not  litt : 

>'o  bird,  bst  did  her  ihiill  notes  sweetelr  aingi 

5o  Kaut,  bat  did  containe  a  lovely  ditt. 

Tren.  bnoa^es.  birda,  and  aonea,  were  framed  fitt 

For  to  altore  fraile  mind  to  careleue  ease. 

CateleaK  tlie  aoan  wchm  woie,  and  hii  weake  witt 

Waa  oTcrcome  of  thing  that  did  him  pleaae : 

SaplaMcd  did  Ilia  wiatfafiill  pnrpoaemire  appeaaei. 

Asa  wImv  ahee  had  hia  erea  and  lencca  fed  U 

Wit^  &lae  ddighta.  and  fild  with  pleaaore*  njiu 

Ib10  a  Aaif  dale  ahe  aoft  him  led. 

And  la;d  him  downe  upon  a  grany  plajrn ; 

And  Wr  «r«eta  aelfe  without  dread  or  diadaju 

^e  aett  bende,  117102  hia  head  diiannd 

la  her  koae  lap,  it  acHlly  to  miatayu. 

Viae  aooat.  b«  ahambred,  fearing  not  be  hirmd : 

nawUaaviibaiiwvJva^  t&naiuiiiawBetlf  ohanndi 
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let  no  man  to  them  cin  his  car 

"  The  lilly,  lady  of  the  flowrinp  i 
The  flowre-deluce,  her  lovely  pai 
Bid  thee  to  them  thy  fruitlesse  li 
And  soone  leaye  off  this  toylsom 
Loe !  loe,  how  brave  she  decks  h« 
With  silken  curtens  and  gold  gov 
Therein  to  shrowd  her  sumptuouf 
Yet  nether  spinnes  nor  caros,  ne  « 
Bat  to  her  mother  Nature  all  her 

•'  Why  then  doest  thou,  O  man,  tl 
Art  lord,  and  eke  of  nature  soverai 
Wilfully  make  thyselfe  a  wretched 
And  waste  thy  ioyous  howres  in  ne 
Seekinff  for  hunger  and  adventur 
What  Dootes  it  al  to  have  and  noth 
Who  shall  him  rew  that  swimming 
Will  die  for  thirst,  and  water  doth 
Befuse  such  fruitlesse  toile,  and  pn 

"Bj  this  she  had  him  lulled  fast  asle 
That  of  no  worldly  thing  he  care  di 
Then  she  with  liquors  strong  his  ei 
That  nothing  should  him  hastilr  av 
So  she  him  lefle,  and  did  berselfe  h 
Unto  her  ho«*^  «'»"*- 


Ofnj(m  WW  loflih  to  letre  his  guide  behiad,  2( 

Yet  bemff  eiitzed  midbt  not  M» 

Por  the  mtt  barice,  obejing  to  her  mind* 

Forth  lannehed  qoiddy  m  she  did  deinn^ 

Ne  gave  him  leare  to  bid  that  aged  sire 

AdieUt  but  mmbly  ran  her  wonted  oourse 

Throogh  the  dnll  billowee  thioke  as  troubled  mire* 

Whcmi  nether  wind  out  of  their  seat  eotdd  forse. 

Nor  timdy  tides  did  drire  out  of  their  sluggish  soorse. 

And  by  the  way.  as  was  her  wonted  goise*  2] 

Her  meiy  fitt  she  freshly  gfok  to  reare. 

And  did  of  ioy  and  idli^r  deiixe 

Heradfe  to  cherish,  and  ner  guest  to  eheare. 

The  knight  was  oourteous,  and  did  not  forbeare 

Her  honest  merth  and  pleasaunce  to  partake : 

But  when  he  saw  her  toy,  and  gibe,  and  geare, 

And  oasse  the  bonds  of  modest  merimake, 

Her  oalliannce  he  despis'd  and  follies  did  forsake. 

Yet  she  still  followed  h^  former  style,  2^ 

And  said,  and  did,  all  that  mote  him  delight. 

Till  th^  arriyed  in  that  pleasaunt  ile. 

Where  sleeping  late  she  lefte  her  other  knight. 

But,  whenas  G-uyon  of  that  land  had  sight, 

He  wist  himselfe  amisse,  and  anfiry  said ; 

"  Ah !  dame,  perdy  ye  have  not  aoen  me  right, 

Thus  to  mislead  mee,  whites  I  you  obaid : 

Mee  litle  needed  ftom  my  right  way  to  hare  straid.' 

**  Faire  sir,"  quoth  she,  '*  be  not  displeasd  at  all ;  2! 

Who  fares  on  sea  may  not  commaund  his  way, 

Ne  wind  and  weather  at  his  pleasure  call : 

The  sea  is  wide,  and  easy  for  to  stray; 

The  wind  unstable,  and  doth  never  stay. 

But  here  a  while  ye  may  in  safety  rest, 

Till  season  serve  new  passage  to  assay: 

Better  safe  port  then  be  in  seas  distrest/' 

Therewith  sue  laught,  and  did  her  earnest  end  in  iest. 

But  he.  halfe  discontent,  mote  nathelesse  2 

Himselfe  appease,  and  issewd  forth  on  shore: 
The  ioyes  whereof  and  happy  fruitfulnesse. 
Such  as  he  saw,  she  gan  hun  lay  before, 
And  all,  though  pleasaunt,  yet  she  made  much  more, 
The  fields  did  laugh,  the  flowres  did  freshly  spring. 
The  trees  did  bud,  and  early  blossomes  bore ; 
And  JiD  tiie  quire  of  birds  did  sweetly  sing, 
Aad  toid  OiAt  gardina  pleaaurea  in  their  earoling. 
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And  ihe,  mote  s-^eeUr  than  any  bird  on  bough. 
Would  oftentimes  emoncst  ttem  beare  a  part. 
And  stnre  to  passe  (ati  ehe  could  veil  enooghj 
Their  n&tiTe  Innsicbe  by  her  skilful  art : 
So  did  ahe  all,  that  miirut  bis  constant  hut 
'Wididnnr  from  thought  of  nariike  eoterpnEO, 
And  drowse  in  dis-idulL-  i)i'1i):lit.'<  apurt. 
"Where  noiae  ul'&miaa,  or  Tn«i_  oi  aaxtUHjgmaUf 
Ttfigtit  not  rerive  denra  of  fcrtigltdy  ezneus  > 

Alt  he  wsa  vise,  indmiy  of  hcrwiU, 

And  ant  held  hu  hand  iq^on  bii  httt; 

Yet  wodd  not  *eane  w  rude,  and  ^unred  3^ 

Aj  to  deapiae  m  enrteoiu  Beeming  pwt 

That  eentle  Mr  did  to  him  nn^l ; 

Bnt  nkirly  tempring,  fond  desire  rabdewd* 

And  erer  her  deatred  to  depart. 

Shtt  liat  not  heare,  bnt  her  disports  poiamwi. 

And  erer  bad  him  atay  tOl  tiine  the  tide 

And  now  by  this  Cymochlea  hoirre  waa  spent  H 

Hiat  he  Bwoke  out  of  hisydle  dreme; 

And,  ahating  off  his  drowsv  dreriment. 

Oan  tiim  HTiie,  howe  ill  did  him  boBeme, 

In  iloutbiiill  aleepe  bis  molten  hart  to  steme, 

And  qnench  the  broad  of  bin  coaceiTed  yre. 

Tho  nil  he  atart«d,  stird  with  shame  eitreni^ 

Ne  staled  for  bis  damsell  to  inquire, 

Bat  marched  to  the  stroad,  there  parage  to  reqvireb 

And  in  t^  waj  he  with  Sir  Guyon  mett,  St 

Accompanrde  with  Fhsdria  the  faire : 

Eflaoouee  ne  gan  to  rage,  and  inly  frett, 

Crsmig ;  "  Let  be  that  lady  debonaire, 

Qliou  recreaunt  knight,  sjid  soonc  thyselFe  prepain 

To  batteile,  if  thou  meauc  her  love  to  gajo. 

IiOel  loe  already  how  the  fowlcs  in  aire 

Doe  flocke,  awaiting  shortly  to  obtayn 

Thy  carcaa  for  their  pray,  Uie  guerdon  of  tfay  peyn.** 

^d  tbere-withall  he  fierely  at  him  &ew,  9 

And  with  importune  outrage  him  assBvId ; 
'Who,  aoone  prepard  to  field,  his  swora  forth  drew. 
And  turn  with  equall  Talew  couiitervayld: 
^Dieir  mif^tie  strokes  their  baberieons  dismaylda 
And  naked  made  each  otbers  manly  spalles ; 
Hie  amtall  Steele  dcspiteously  eDtayfd 
Deepe  in  tbeir  flesh,  quite  through  the  )Toa  waUes; 
SiMt  m  large  pniple  ■tnwne  ado'su  fiimi  tS«i^>«<^^>B*)^ 
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I  Ibe,  with  fluriooa  deqArht 

w  piDwd  pranmed  fovo»  menMod  mc 
wiltiniff  to  bM  hield  so  loog  in  %|it 
vO^foo,  nudgiiis  iKyfr  so  miidi^liis  miglit 
it  thoM  mEi^tlj  n^lioffes  whiob  he  tpdk»» 
nlihvnthfiiUnie  liis  <xirMe  IdtadlBd  bv^gjit^ 
unof  definiiff  ihartljr  to  be  wiok«^ 
iai^whiiaigau  hk  pomw  gedoaMed  erciy  itroke. 

IrtkoftWmhi^ttitoiiee  their  haodienhttimst,.  81 

Aid  both  sttooee  tbflsr  kotfe  bkmei  down  did  twajs 

OfmoMn  twofd  oa  Gt^jone  thidid  T]g^«init» 

JM  thereof  ni^  one  qpMgterrteerQMriy; 

B^  GqjoM  aagiy  blade  so  fien  did  pl^y 

Oi  th' otlMn  hdmett.  which  u  Titui  iboneb 

uitquteitdorebis  plumed  emt  in  tmijp 

Aidbucd  an  hie  bead  unto  the  hone; 

^VWe-with  aitooiebt  etill  he  stood  ai  aenceleaie  atoae. 

5tin  u  be  rtood,  fsyre  Pluedria,  that  beheld  32 

l^t  deadlr  daunser,  aoone  atweene  them  ran ; 

As-i  It  their  feet  heraelfe  most  humbly  fold. 

Cninc  with  pitteoue  voyce,  and  count'nancc  wan, 

"  Ak  well  away !  most  noble  lords,  how  can 

Ti.cr  rmell  eyes  endure  so  pitteoun  sight. 

To  tbni  TOUT  liTes  on  ground?    Wo  worth  the  man. 

Tilt  firft  did  teach  the  cursed  Steele  to  bi^ht 

In  bit  ovne  fleab,  and  make  way  to  the  Uvmg  spright ! 

"  If  erer  lore  of  lady  did  empieree  33 

Tfcr  yron  breatc^  or  pittie  could  find  place, 

Wjtb&old  your  bloodpr  handes  from  battaill  fierce ; 

Aad.  nth  for  me  ye  fight,  to  me  this  grace 

Bf<h  jield,  to  atajr  your  deadly  stryfe  a  space." 

IVr  fujd  a  while :  and  forth  she  can  procecde: 

"  Mc«t  wretched  woman  and  of  wioLcd  mce, 

Tbit  am  the  authour  of  this  hainous  deed,  [breed ! 

A&d  cause  of  death  betweene  two  doughtie  hnights  do 

'*  But  if  for  me  ye  fight,  or  me  will  serve,  3<1 

5ot  this  rude  hrnd  of  battaill,  nor  these  armes 

Aie  meet,  the  which  doe  men  in  bale  to  sterve, 

A£d  dix>lefull  sorrowe  heape  with  deadly  harmcs : 

^h  nuell  game  my  scarmoges  disarmes. 

Adc4Ler  warre,  and  other  weapons,  I 

line  lore,  wh««  Lore  does  give  his  sweete  alarmcs 

Without  UoodahM,  and  where  the  enimy 

1^  yidd  onto  his  foe  a  pleaMtmt  victory. 
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men  all  his  wars  and  spoiles,  th( 

Therewith  she  sweetly  smyld.    T 
To  prove  extremities  of  bloody  fi: 
Yet  at  her  speach  their  rages  gan 
And  caline  the  sea  of  their  temper 
Such  powre  have  pleasing  wordes 
Of  courteous  clemency  in  gentle  h 
Now  after  all  was  ceast,  the  Faerj 
Besoui^ht  that  damsell  sufler  him  « 
And  yield  him  ready  passage  to  th 

She  no  lease  glad  then  he  desirous 
Of  his  departure  thence ;  for  of  hei 
And  yaine  delight  she  saw  he  hght 
A  foe  of  folly  and  immodest  toy, 
Still  solemne  sad,  or  still  disdainful 
Delighting  all  in  armes  and  croell  \ 
That  her  sweete  peace  and  pleasure 
Troubled  with  terrour  and  unquiet 
That  she  well  pleased  was  thence  U 

The  him  she  brought  abord,  and  he 
Forthwith  directed  to  that  further  : 
The  which  on  the  dull  waves  did  li^ 
And  soone  arriyed  on  the  shallow  s 
Where  gladsome  Gruyon  salied  fort 
And  to  that  dnmo/^n  *t 
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at  he  Btifly  shooke  his  steelhead  dart :  40 

sr  Grujon  nearinff  him  bo  rayle, 

Bomewhat  moTed  in  his  mightie  hart, 

1  strong  reason  maistred  passion  fraile, 

ised  ftiyrely  forth:  he,  turning  taile, 

3  the  Btrond  retvrd,  and  there  still  stajd, 

g  passage,  which  him  late  did  faile ; 

les  QjrmocfaleB  with  that  wanton  minrd 

ty  heat  of  hiB  ayowd  revenge  delayd. 

t  there  the  varlet  stood,  he  saw  from  farre  41 

ed  knight  that  towardos  him  fast  ran ; 

on  foot^  as  if  in  lucklesae  warre 

ome  steed  from  him  the  yictonr  wan : 

aed  breathlesse,  hartlcsse,  faint,  and  wan ; 

his  armour  sprinckled  was  with  blood, 

rid  with  dortie  gore,  that  no  man  can 

e  the  hew  thereof;  he  never  stood, 

it  his  hastie  course  towardes  the  Ydle  flood. 

'let  saw,  when  to  the  flood  he  came  42 

ithout  stOD  or  stay  ho  fierslj  lept, 
t?pe  himselfe  beducked  in  the  same, 
the  lake  his  loftie  crest  was  stopt, 
is  safetie  seemed  care  he  kept ; 
h  his  ragiD«;  armes  he  rudely  flasht 
ves  about,  and  all  his  armour  swept, 
I  the  blood  and  filth  away  was  washt ; 
1  he  bet  the  water,  and  the  billowes  dasht. 

ew  nigh  to  wee t  what  it  mote  bee;  43 

ich  ho  wondered  at  tliat  uncouth  sij^ht: 

should  he  but  his  own  dcare  lord  there  sec, 

no  deare  lord  Pyrochlcs  in  sad  plight, 

to  drowne  himselfe  for  fell  despight : 

Dw  now,  out  and  well  awa^' !"  he  cryde, 

u  dismall  day  hath  lent  this  cursed  light, 

my  lord  so  deadly  damnifyde  P 

Jes,  O  Pyrochlcs,  what  is  thee  bctydeP" 

ne,  I  bume,  I  bume,"  then  lowd  ho  cryde,  di 

w  I  burne  with  implacable  fvrc! 

•ught  can  quench  mine  inly  tlaniing  syde, 

a  of  licour  cold,  nor  lake  of  niyre ; 

ig  but  death  can  doe  me  to  rir^pyre." 

be  it,"  said  he,  "  from  Pyrochlcs  farre 

pxiTsew'wff  cicath  once  to  rcquvrc, 

»i>  f/tat  ought  those  puissant  hunch  mpy  marroi 

r/br  wretches  borno  uudcr  unJiappy  atarro-" 
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^  »**  luuuw  tliat  ensamplc  whicl 

Into  the  lake  he  lept  his  lord  to 
(So  love  the  dread  of  daunffcr  d< 
And,  of  him  catching  hold,  him 
From  drowning;  but  more  happ. 
Of  that  seas  nature  did  him  not 
The  waves  thereof  so  slow  and  si 
£nprrost  with  mud  which  did  the; 
That  every  weighty  thin^  they  di 
Ne  ought  mote  ever  sinck  downe 

Whvles  thus  they  strugled  in  thai 
And  strove  in  vaine,  the  one  hims 
The  other  both  from  drowning  for 
Lo !  to  that  shore  one  in  an  auncie 
Whose  hoary  locks  great  gravitie  < 
Holding  in  hand  a  goodly  arming  i 
By  fortune  came,  l^d  with  the  trc 
Where  drenched  dcepe  he  fownd  ii 
The  carefull  servaunt  stryving  witl 

Him  Atin  spying  knew  right  well  < 
And  lowdly  cala ;  "  Help!  helpe.  C 
To  save  mv  lord  in  wretched  plight 
Helpe  with  thy  hand,  or  with  tl^  < 
Weake  handes,  but  oounsell  is  mof 
Him  when  the  old  man  »««•  ^  - 
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*lkft  caned  nun,  tlistciiiel  ftend  of  hdL 
Fm;  oh!  Furor  bttth  me  that  bediglit: 
Hk  itemSfy  woundes  witluB  mgr  fimr  MreOL 
lad  kb  vliott  ^ri«  biiRiee  in  Bune  entnlks 
Kadkd  tiin>iim  Ilk  inftniaU  bnod  of  n^^ 
a«k Irte  wHk&B  I  bettem Tame  wodUT borte ; 
On  Bov  I  weene  loffeo  dmded  tbiiider  lidit 
I^  •Dotck  aoi  balfe  ID  fote,  nor  danmed  ghoete 
h  law  fU^gcCon  does  not  00  ftQf  zoito.'* 
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"— ^  -     II   I  Ai'tininMuro  bendy  Inf  gnefe 
Hi kaev ligfat  wall,  eadlum  attonee okann'd : 
Ha  MBTcbt  baa  aecret  woandee*  and  made  a  priefe 
ff  nriT  nlarr  that  iraa  withbrudngbanndt 
Or  whb  the  bidden  fier  intjwanttd. 
Wchdoen,  he  balmea  and  beriiea  thereto  appljdfl^ 
iad  cfomore  with  miflbtie  ipeb  them  ehannd; 
Hit  m  riiort  mee  be  naa  them  gnafifyde, 

natotd  to  bdth.  that  would  haTe  akatoa  d 
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GvyoD  flndet  Hammon  in  a  ddro 
Smming  hit  threanre  bore ; 

It  bj  him  tempted,  and  led  downe 
To  tee  hit  aeente  itore. 


As  pQot  well  expert  in  perflooe  ware, 
TL&t  to  a  stedmst  etaire  bis  coone  hath  bent, 
WLen  f^ffey  mistes  or  doudj  tempests  have 
TV  tiitbrail  li|rht  of  that  faire  lampe  y blent, 
Arc  r<jTer*d  heaven  with  hideous  drenment; 
r;^<D  hifi  card  and  compas  finnes  his  eye, 
Tu  majf  ten  of  his  long  experiment. 
And  to  them  does  the  steddv  hehne  apply, 
Biddmg  his  winged  Teesell  lairely  forward  fly: 


So  Gtiyoa  bavina  loet  bis  tmstie  gnyde, 

late  ktt  bcyondtbat  Ydle  Lake,  proceedee 

Yet  cah'iM  way,  of  none  accompany  de: 

Jind  ^renoon  bimselfe  with  comfort  feedes 

(Khi«  owne  Tcrtues  and  praise-worthie  deedes. 

^  lofifr  he  yode,  yet  no  adyentnre  found, 

^  Lk-h  Fame  of  her  abrill  trompet  worthy  reedes : 

For  itin  he  trareild  thronah  wide  wastfuJi  ^rround, 

Ite  anaght  bat  iltmt  i  wSdeneme  sbewd  all  around* 


His  yron  cote,  all  overgrowne  with  rust, 

AVas  imderncalh  enveloped  with  gold ; 

AVlio>t>  glistring  glosse,  darkned  with  filthy  dust 

AVcU  yet  appered  to  have  beene  of  old 

A  worke  of  rich  entayle  and  curious  mould. 

Woven  with  antickes  and  wyld  ymagenr : 

And  in  his  lap  a  masse  of  coyne  he  tolcC 

And  turned  upside  downe,  to  feede  his  eye 

And  covetous  desire  with  his  huge  threasuiy. 

And  round  about  him  lay  on  every  side 
Great  heapes  of  gold  that  never  could  be  spent ; 
Of  which  some  were  rude  owre,  not  purifido 
Of  Mulcibers  devouring  element ; 
Some  others  were  new  driven,  and  distent 
Into  great  ingowes  and  to  wedges  square ; 
Some  in  round  plates  withouten  moniment : 
But  most  were  stampt,  and  in  there  metal  bare 
The  Antique  shapes  of  kings  and  Elesars  atraung 

Soone  as  he  Guyon  saw,  in  great  affright 

And  haste  he  rose  for  to  remove  aside 

Those  pretious  hils  from  strauncers  envious  sight 

And  downe  them  poured  throu<>h  an  hole  full  wit 

Into  the  hollow  earth,  them  there  to  hide : 

But  Guyon,  lightly  to  him  leaping,  stayd 

Hia  hand  that  trembled  as  one  terrifvde : 
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"^  G>1  of  the  world  and  worldlincs  I  mo  call,  8 

Oyii  ManimoD,  greatest  god  below  the  skye, 

.  -a:  •frry  plenty  poure  out  unto  all^ 

A-  .  !..:■  none  my  jrraces  do  envye: 

*.    1.  •.  r*  nowmo,  and  princii>ality, 

*:       :t.  i  *tati^.  and  all  this  worldcs  good, 

r  r  r.L'i.-h  men  Hwinck  and  sweat  incessantly, 

Ir '  rsfr  do  l! .■^^'  into  an  ample  flood, 

1l1  iz.  the  hollow  earth  haTe  their  ct^mall  brood. 

"  WL^ivfope  if  mc  thou  deigne  to  serve  and  gcw,  0 

A*  ':iy  0-  mmaund  lo!  all  these  moantaincs  bee: 

•  *r  :  !-'•  :li y  great  mind,  or  greedy  vew, 

-V^.  uj'  *->  may  not  suflise.  there  shall  to  thee 

T-r.  Mm  !5  .M.  much  be  nombred  franckc  and  free/' 

■■  MirnTLor./'  said  he  **  thy  godlieads  vaunt  is  vaine, 

\i  i  -.d!!.-  otfrrs  of  thy  golden  fee ; 

T   ?r .  ::i  tliat  covet  such  eye-glutting  gaine 

Pr.--.r  iLy  giAos,  and  fitter  servaunts  entertaine. 

*V    il!  >v»f:t<.  that  in  derdoing armes  10 

A    .      '.    .rs  ^ult  :uy  vowed  daies  do  spend, 

•    •    ■   K  M*tr»'iL«<  baytes  and  i)leasing  charmcs, 
^'-     .  "  .    I:  V. .  mV».'  men  thou  witchest,  to  attend; 
I.  -   -  .  . :'  -^  .  ri.:;  V  Jinicki'  doth  fowlv  blend 
.\-     .    '   a'- i>v' thf  lii^'h  hcroicke  gpripht, 

.  ■  -  ! ■  r  .  ro'A ms  and  kiiigdomes  to  contend : 
}     -    -  .:-■  i-.  jny  >:»'f.'de3,  bright  armes,  be  my  delight; 
1_  -■    . «.  111*.'  nciics  tit  fjr  an  advent'rous  knight." 

•  y  .  -.    .-!  -ri'UP  Elfc,"  saidc  he,  "doest  not  thou  wcet,     11 
7    •  ' .  rr  y  «"iu  thv  wantos  at  will  supply*? 

-.  -t»--  i>.  a'lfl  arnu'S,  and  all  things  for  thee  meet, 
-      ,:.  \  ..nay  in  twiiickling  of  an  eye; 
.*. :  .    '    » ::*.-*  aiid  kirnxdomea  to  thee  multiply. 
'.      :   :  ]  -..r.:*  tTiatf,  and  throw  the  crownc 
**      ■  •    .  . »  i.>  i...:.  that  low  in  dust  doth  ly, 
-L    .  ..    1  ri-at  rai;:rid  into  his  rowme  thrust  downe; 

-  :._iu  I  iuat,  do  hcapc  with  glory  and  ronowneP" 


A  - 


"  Aj.   -tL-rrwisc*."  saide  he,  **  I  riches  read,  12 

A-. :  'i-  '::ii'-  them  r«>ote  of  all  disquietnesse ; 

}  r-'  J  !  with  ciiilo,  and  then  prescrv'd  with  dread, 

Aj.  i  &::•  r  sfK-nt  with  pride  and  lavi>lmesse, 

Ltit::.^-  :>fliirid  them  criefe  and  hoavinesse  : 

liSL.le  L.:*ciiieft's  of  them  doe  arize; 

?Ti:'"  arid  tii  bate,  bloodshed  and  bittemesse, 

C^rrs^'^^n?  wrong  and  hellish  covctize; 

iui  Dobie  Levari,  as  great  dishonour,  doth  dospize. 


le  be  kinftdomes,  ne  the  aceptcn  thinej               13 

uca  and  rulers  thoa  doest  both  oonfonnd,                  , 

11  trutb  to  trpMOQ  doest  inctino :                            ^ 

<  the  pililtlessL'  blood  poord  oft  od  ffroond}           ■ 

rncd  often  alaine ;  tby  slayer  croimd ;                     m 

Dd  dindeme  in  pepces  rent; 

Die  robe  gored  wilb  many  &  wound ; 

arprizd;  gtvatcitioe  Backt  and  brent: 

t  thou  kings,  and  gajnest  vrronglull  Koveramcat  f 

-ere  to  tell  tbe  troublous  etonnea  that  Utate          U 

itrt  state,  and  make  the  life  onsircct: 

'lling  SHjles  in  Caspian  sen  doth  crosse, 

■ayle  wooil  on  Adrian  gulf  dotb  fleet, 

,  I  weene,  ao  many  ovUs  meet." 

immon  ireiinK  wroth,  "And  wliy  then,"  aayd, 

rlall  men  ao  fond  and  undiscreet 

hiiig  to  aeeko  unto  their  ajd ; 

ing  not,  eoniplaino  ;  and,  having  it  npbrayd?" 

en  are  oft  captiv'd  to  coretise : 
Id  they  thinke  n-jth  how  Boiall  aliowalince 
h-d  nature  dotb  berselfe  sufBae, 
eriluitica  tbt-y  would  dyajiise. 

Aai  lHf«  tiw  radenoM  of  flirt  intimie  age 
T*  ^M.  thrt  lir'd  liMfm  m  strtefettene. 
TktM,  tint  doesi  livis  iii  ImIv  tniM  imiift  wago 
llr  voriwi  Ibr  wealtb.  sad  life  fiir  itoU  eiigage. 
If  ttflB  tkee  Ikt  iv  offiied  moe  to  nM, 
Ittewkst  tkoa  pleaie  of  dltiiisrafpfaiHige; 
If  Aee  Bit  not,  jSbots  lacfa  tiwa  to  rabM : 
Bic  tknc  RibMd  doe  DOt  altorwaid  •oooM.'* 


1» 
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i:ibfakMit»'-Mddlii0  Ellin  kfik^'^MMKro  19 

i^ ofivd.  tm  I  know  it  wvObofolt ; 
woie  I  Imt  thoa  didrt  tiimeaoodi  berasve 
•Hnmditfiifl  owBor  djt  nniigtitooiHi  lotl» 
Qrthttblood-giiihinaoiaorgirilaliiemblott'' 
'Fodr.**  qiioul  bo^  **  yrt  nvrar  eie  did  Toify 
Be  tM  did  ten,  no  bud  tibflM  lundled  not } 
iMtafelbnretfaan  kept  in  •aoret  meir 
Fnm  kffcne  rig^t  end  powxe  of  al  wluch  iiiflm  pooneir.'' 

20 


*  Wlad  tecret  ^aoe,"  qooth  he,  ^  can  tafely  hold 
Sn  kiige  a  maase,  and  hide  from  heayena  eie  P 
fyr  vhere  haat  thoa  thj  wonne,  that  ao  much  ffold 
TVw  canfft  preaerre  fr-om  wrong  and  robbeiyP ' 
"  CofDe  thou."  quoth  he,  "  and  aee."    So  by  and  by 
TboQsh  that  thick  covert  be  him  led,  and  fownd 
A  darkiome  way,  which  no  man  coold  deaciy, 
Tku  deepe  deaoended  through  the  hollow  srownd, 
Aad  waa  with  dread  and  horror  compaaaed  arownd. 


At  ]cni;th  thpy  came  into  a  larger  apace,  21 

Tlat  ftretcht  itaelfe  into  an  ample  i^ayne: 

Ihrr«^  which  a  beaten  broad  nigh  way  aid  trace, 

T^  ftrright  did  lead  to  Flutoea  griealy  rayne : 

By  that  wajea  aide  there  aate  infemall  Fajne, 

ijA  faat  beside  him  aate  tomnltnona  Strife ; 

1W  one  in  hand  an  yron  whip  did  atrayne, 

IW  other  brandiahed  a  bloody  knife ; 

And  boch  did  gnaah  their  teeth,  and  both  did  threaten  life. 

0^  th'  other  aide  in  one  oona6rt  there  aate     ' 
Cfneil  Berenge,  and  ranoorooa  Deepiffht, 
BiikTall  Treaaon,  and hart-boming  Hate; 
Bat  gnawing  Gealo^,  oat  of  their  sight 
Sitting  alone,  hia  Utter  lipa  did  bight ; 

And  trembling  Feaie  atill  to  and  m>  did  ftft 

And  fimnd  no  place  wher  aafe  he  ahroud  him  might: 

laaanting  Sonow  did  in  darimea  Ire; 

Aid  8kaa»  kk  vglr  fiM»  did  kxie  inim  iifiDg  eye. 


And  over  thom  nd  Horror  widi  grim  hMr 
Sid  alvaiea  ion,  beatuu  hi*  yno  wiant 
And  After  him  owIm  and  nidit-ikTaiia  nair, 
nie  hatefnll  mMantgm  of  IkMT^  thiaM 
Of  detth  and  dcdor  telling  ud  tidingai 
Whiles  sad  Celeno,  nttiiig  tm  a  difta, 
A  aoog  of  bale  and  bitter  httoit  nngi, 
Hiat  turt  of  flint  aacMider  oonld  liaTa  nftvi 
'WMcb  haTing  ended  after  Um  ifce  flyetb  swiflh 

All  Iheae  before  the  gaUe  of  ftoto  lar; 

By  whom  Uiev  paMing  apake  onto  tlwai  nnigM' 

But  th'  Elfin  Imight  intb  wonder  aB  Hie  w^f 

(Did  feed  hia  eyes,  and  Sid  hia  innv  tlwatfit. 
At  last  him  to  a  little  dwe  he  tmniglit, 
That  to  the  gate  of  hell,  which  g^ed  wide^ 
Was  ne^t  adiorniiig,  ne  thsm  parted  on^tt  i 
Betwixt  them  both  waa  but  a  little  atiide. 
That  did  the  House  of  Uacheaae  from  Hell-moatii  dirid 

Before  the  dore  sat  Belfe-conauming  Care, 

Day  ajid  night  keeping  waiy  wateh  and  ward. 

For  feare  leaat  Force  or  Fraud  ahould  unaware 

Break  in,  and  spoilc  the  treasure  there  in  gard : 

He  would  he  suffer  Sleepe  once  thetlier-ward 

Approeh,  albe  hia  drowBy  den  were  neit ; 

For  next  to  Death  is  Sleepe  to  be  compud ; 

Therefore  hia  house  ia  unto  his  anneit : 

Here  Sleep,  there  Uicheese.and  Hel-gate  them  both  bet* 

So  soon  as  Mammon  there  arrird,  the  dore 

To  Um  did  open  and  affoorded  way; 

Him  followed  eke  Sir  Guyon  evermore, 

Ke  darkneeso  him  ne  daunger  might  dumay. 

Soone  as  he  entred  was,  Ihe  dore  streightway 

Did  shutt,  and  from  behind  it  forth  there  lept  - 

An  ugiy  feend,  more  fuwle  then  dismall  day; 

The  wluch  wilh  monstrous  atalke  behind  him  stept^ 

And  erer  aa  he  went  dew  watoh  upon  him  kept. 

Well  hoped  hee,  ere  long  that  hardy  goeet. 
If  erer  covetoua  hand,  or  lustfull  e^e. 
Or  lipa  he  layd  on  thicig  that  likt  htm  best. 
Or  erer  sleepe  his  eie-strings  did  untye. 
Should  be  his  pray :  and  therefore  atill  on  hye 
He  over  htm  did  hold  his  cruell  clawee, 
Tlireetuing  with  greedy  nipe  to  doe  him  dye. 
And  rend  la  peecee  with  nia  nTeawu  'pamei, 
Iferer  he  tnuugreat  tlu  bUli  BbIea&.^Kw<». 
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TIttS  li-'nises  forme  within  was  rade  and  strong,  28 

Lfif  ta  huj^  care  hewne  out  of  rocky  clifle. 

Ft  o  «  L«.i!>e  rebuff h  vaut  the  ragged  breaches  hong 

Ei^'-^t  with  inasiv  (^Id  of  glorious  guifle, 

l=;^i « i:h  rich  metall  loaded  erery  rit\e, 

Tl.1  Lt  avy  mine  they  did  aeeme  to  threatt: 

-li:  'Vc-r  thorn  Arachne  high  did  lifte 

H-r<  -^iiDixiir  neb,  and  spred  her  subtile  nett, 

£nrnf  ped  iin  fowle  smoke  and  clouds  more  black  than  iett, 

ftrJi  r>;ie.  and  floore,  and  walls,  were  all  of  gold,  29 

Bfit  rr*rcrr>wne  with  dust  and  old  decay, 

Aai  liii  in  darknes,  that  none  could  behold 

T*..r  h-w  thereof;  for  Tew  of  cherefull  day 

I'i  r.t-Ter  in  that  house  itaelfe  displi^, 

B^.t  a  r  jint  shadow  of  uncertein  light ; 

^'L'D.  AS  a  ^mp.  whose  life  does  fade  away; 

'.T  a  ihe  m<xine.  cla§j;hed  with  clowdy  nisht, 

I^j<A  ihew  to  him  that  walkes  in  feare  and  sad  affirig^t. 

h  i.\  O.m  rowme  walsnothing  to  be  scene  SO 

r-.t  ^  .«•.•  irrvdt  yron  chest*,  and  coffers  strong, 

.'.    ■  -r  i  « irli  .l.mble  bt^nds,  that  none  could  weene 

7        :■■  -:i!-.Tce  by  violence  or  wrong; 

'  ^    -..  -  ri  If  ilit^v  placed  were  along. 

?.:  '..  •"...'  i:r'.>*.vnil  with  sciila  was  scattered 

A"  :  :  1 :  v.win<  bones,  whicli  round  about  were  flong; 

'A     -t- ;.;».  it  j.feiued,  whilonie  there  were  shed, 

Ai:  :^-:r  vile  carcases  now  left  uuburied. 

r--  T  :'  r^anl  passe ;  ne  Guy  on  yet  spoko  word,  31 

Z     •  .^r  :L«*y  caine  unto  an  yron  dore, 
^^ .    ..'..-  th'^ni  owned  of  his  owne  accord, 
A:. :  -  .-.'A  i  ■  -t*  r:rhes.*e  such  exceeding  store, 

A 1  r.iHTi  du\  never  sec  before, 

N    ••••  r  ;'\'A  within  ^nc  pLice  be  fownd, 
.  .    ..:*  :ii^  ijjf  ^^ealth.  wliich  is  or  was  of  yore, 
'     ..  :  j-i! hnrd  be  through  all  the  world  arownd, 
-L. :  -i^i  aUtve  were  added  to  that  under  grownd. 

T:.'  .  ".-rjf  ihere«>f  unto  a  covetous  spright  32 

•    ■  ' .  iJ!.icil  was.  w  ho  thereby  did  attend, 
A      -.■  ifiU  awaited  day  and  niffht, 
}t        '':i»-r  C'lvctous  feends  it  to  defend, 
^^     •  .:  •...  r-»b  and  ransacke  did  intend. 
r.- :.  Muniui'in.  luniinjr  to  that  warriour,  said; 
^L » .  h*TK'  th»r  worlde:*  blis  I  lot*,  here  the  end 
T  ■  *  l,.-h  al  men  d*»  ayine,  rich  to  be  made  I 
SiwLU  gracie  now  to  be  happy  u  before  thee  hddJ* 

o  2 


196 

"Cartel,'*  Bayd  he. "  I  n'iQ  thine  offted  g 

We  to  be  madu  so  happy  doc  intend ! 

AnotlieT  Uis  Wore  mine  eyes  I  place, 

Another  tuippincg,  uiotlter  cod.  • 

To  tlieiii,  Ibat  U»t.  them  base  refnrdm  I  lend  i 

Bat  I  in  urneB,  and  in  atrhiirreinents  brare. 

Do  TBther  fhoose  my  flitting  houre*  to  spend. 

And  to  be  lord  of  lliose  that  riches  hare. 

nwa  than  lo  hare  my  BcKe,  and  be  their  WTrile  tell 

Iliereat  tlM  ftcnd  hii  fuddw  tMtk  did  ^Mtt 

And  grier'd,  M  Ions  to  laoke  Bi  (BMdii  inari 
Fnwellhe  wMoedtlutM^actewbqFto"     - 
Would  tempt  liiieaMttotafceflitntfMMgrt    - 
Had  be  ao  doen,  ho  had  liini  natekt  nmy. 
More  li^t  tlun  cntrer  in  tlw  ftideaaw  »t  I 
BtemallGodlhee  (are  from  radidM^rl 
But,  whenu  Uammon  mr  kia  pmpow  miil^ 
Him  to  tainifi  nnwareB  another  nj  hrs  wiat. 

^ence,  forward  he  him  ledd,  and  ahortlj  bronglit 
Unto  another  rownie.  whoee  dore  forthright 
To  him  did  open  as  it  had  beene  tanght: 
^Hterein  an  hundred  ranDoea  weren  oi^ht, 
And  hundred  foumaces  all  bnrQinc  bricht : 
"By  evei;  fonmace  many  feend*  did  byde. 
Deformed  creatorea,  horrible  in  aigbt; 
And  everr  feend  hia  boaie  painee  apnlyde 
To  melt  tne  golden  metall,  read;  to  be  trrde. 


Another  did  the  dying  bronda  tcp^re 

"With  rtoa  tonga,  and  Bprinckled  oft«  the  rame 

With  liquid  warea,  fiers  Vnlcana  race  to  tatn^ 

Who,  m^atring  them,  renewd  hia  former  heat : 

Scone  lenmd  the  droiae  that  from  die  metall  msm; 

B^mie  atard  the  molten  owre  with  ladles  great: 

And  every  one  cUd  airineke,  and  evet;  one  did  aweit. 

But,  when  an  earthly  wight  they  preaent  aaw, 

Gliatring  in  annea  and  battailona  ar^, 

EVom  their  whot  work  they  did  themielvea  withdrm 

To  wonder  at  the  aight ;  for,  till  that  dv, 

lliey never  crestiiTe  aaw  that  cam  that  way: 
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'*3AM,iboa¥uaAmmmit,ynaLfDarM^  38 

lliat  Imng  m  belbn  did  iirrer  iM 

Hie  ihmg^  iEit  ilioa  didit  amre  m>  eunefljjy 

To  wefli  whenoe  an  the  weilUi  late  diewd  Iqr  1060 

Proeeeded,  lo!  noir  k  zefiaald  to  tiiee. 

Hero  k  the  foaotHme  of  the  woildia  flood  1 

Noirtfiewfor^if  tiioawiltwMriehed  be^ 

Aviae  tliee  wvIL  and  ohamige  thj  wilful  mood : 

lM«t  tiioa  poapa  luteafter  Willi,  and  be  iiitostood."* 

'«Safliaeittluntt]ioanioiieT-god»'*4iiotii]iee^  39 

"  That  an  thine  ydle  ol&n  I  leftiae. 

All  that  I  need  I  hsfe;  what  needetii  mee 

To  ooret  moie  fhen  I  haTo  caiue  to  naeP 

MHlth  aoeh  vaine  diewaa  ihj  woridlingca  trie  aboae : 

Bat  gire  me  leare  to  feOow  mine  empEiae. 

Mammofi  was  nraeh  diapkaadL  yet  no'te  he  ohnae 

Bat  beaie  the  rigxmr  of  hisbola  mem 

And  thanoe  him  Knrward  ledd,  him  farther  to  entifle. 

He  brought  him,  through  a  darkaom  narrow  strajyt,        4£ 

To  a  brcMui  gate  aU  built  of  beaten  sold : 

like  gate  was  open ;  but  therein  did  wayt 

A  atmdie  rillein,  slxyding  stifle  and  bold. 

As  if  the  Highest  God  d^  he  would : 

In  his  ri^t  hand  an  yron  club  he  held. 

But  he  hnnselfe  was  all  of  golden  mould. 

Yet  had  both  life  and  senoe,  and  well  could  weld 

That  cursed  weq^on,  when  his  crueU  foes  he  queld. 

Disdajne  he  called  was,  and  did  disdmie  41 

To  be  so  cald,  and  who  so  did  him  call : 

Sterne  was  his  looke,  and  fuU  of  stomacke  vajne ; 

His  portaunce  terrible,  and  stature  talL 

Far  passing  th'  hight  of  men  terrestriall ; 

Like  an  huge  gyant  of  the  Titans  race ; 

That  made  nim  soome  aU  oreatores  great  and  small. 

And  wi^  his  pride  all  others  powre  aefaoe : 

More  fitt  emonst  black  fiendes  then  men  to  have  his  place. 

Soone  as  those  ^ditterand  aimes  he  did  espve,  4! 

That  with  their  brightnesse  made  that  darknes  light, 
His  harmefull  club  ne  gan  to  hurtle  hye, 
And  threaten  batteOl  to  the  Faeiy  kmght ; 
Who  likewise  gan  himselfe  to  batteill  oight, 
TQl  Mammon  did  his  hasty  hand  withhold. 
And  coanseld  him  abetaine  homperiloua  fight ; 
For  noHdi^jauA^almMh  the  yillein  bold, 

JfeiikMiaffMiaeJaempegoeJuMmiacreatedmaQ^ 
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So  haTiDit  him  with  rewon  pacJQrd^  i 

And  thit  fien  carls  eommanndiiig  b>  fbtbamb 
-Hebrottghthimin.    The  rowme  wm  laig*  aiM  «jl^ 
\/  As  it  •omegreldwBobmne  temple  wMM; 
Many  great  golden  piUovn  did  iQbone 


m  wiTaanoedhT» 


Her  face  right  wondrous  faire  did  seetne  to  bee. 
That  her  broad  beauties  beam  creat  briahtnee  thr 
Through  the  dim  shade,  that  all  men  might  it  aee 
Yet  was  not  that  same  her  owue  natiTs  heir. 
But  wrought  by  art  and  counterfetted  ihew, 
Therebj-  more  lovers  unto  her  to  call ; 
Nath'l^e  most  hevenlv  fairs  in  deed  and  TOW 
She  bj  creation  wan,  till  she  did  fall ; 
Thenceforth  she  aought  for  helps  to  cloke 

lliere,  aa  in  glistrine  gloiy  she  did  sitt. 
She  held  a  irreat  sold  chame  rlincked  well, 
%Vho8e  upper  end  to  hik'hest  heven  was  knitt, 
And  lower  part  did  reach  to  lowest  hell ; 
And  all  that  preace  did  rownd  about  herswell 
To  estchen  hold  of  that  long  chaine,  thereby 
To  climbe  aloft,  and  others  to  excell : 
Qlat  was  Ambition,  rash  desire  to  sty, 
And  every  linck  thereof  a  step  of  dignity. 

Some  thought  to  raise  themselves  to  high  degree 

By  riches  and  unrighteous  reward ; 

Some  by  cloac  shomdring ;  some  by  flatteree ; 

Others  through  friendes ;  others  for  base  regard ; 

And  all,  by  wrong  waies,  for  themselTes  prepard: 

Those,  that  were  up  themselvm,  kept  others  low; 

Those,  that  nere  low  themselres,  held  others  hara, 
JVe  aoffiied  them  to  ryse  or  greatet  ^k  -, 
BatereiyQiW  did>tziTelaa{eU(m  oowmte'&imit. 
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^^iHaA  whgam  Giqroa  ww.  he  gaa  inqoife^  48 

What  mMDt  thai  pfeaee  aiKMii  that  ladies  thionet 


Aad  what  aha  waa  that  did  ao  high  aapmP 

HiallamiiKMiaiitwered;  '^  That  goodij  one, 

Whan  aQ  that  folka  with  iudi  oonfcentioii 

I>oe  iock  abo«tt»  m^  deaie.  Boij  daog^iter  is : 

HoDoor  and  dignitie  from  her  alone 

Demed  are.  ami  all  tlus  worides  Uis, 

For  wlueh  ja  men  doe  strive;  few  gett,  but  manj  mis: 

"Aaafi^TnPhilotim^dierigfaajhifl^  40 

The  &imt  wicht  that  wonneth  wider  skie* 

Bat  that  this  oaricsom  neather  worid  her  light 

Doth  dim  with  honror  and  deformiigr, 

Worthie  of  heren  and  hye  felieitie. 

From  whenee  the  gods  hare  her  for  earj  Uirost: 

Bio,  lith  thoa  hast  found  faroor  in  mine  ^e, 

nj  ipoose  I  will  her  make»  if  that  thou  lust; 

Tbat  Uks  may  thee  adTanee  for  woriu  and  merits  insf 

*  Gfamercj,  Mammon,''  said  the  jg^entle  knight,  60 

*  For  so  fl^reat  grace  and  offred  high  estate ; 
But  I,  that  am  fraile  flesh  and  earthly  wight, 
Uq worthy  match  for  Buuh  immortall  mate 
MrNrLTe  well  wote,  and  mine  unequoll  fate : 
And  were  I  not.  yet  is  my  trouth  yplight, 
lad  lore  avowd  to  other  lady  late, 

Thst  to  remove  the  same  I  have  no  might : 

To  channge  lore  causelesse  is  reproch  to  warlike  knight.'* 

Mammon  emmored  was  with  inward  wrath :  61 

Yft.  forcing  it  to  fayne,  him  forth  thence  lead, 

Tlrottj^  mriesly  shadowes  by  a  beaten  path, 

Ltto  a  ;;ardin  goodly  garnished 

^V:th  hearbs  and  fruits,  whose  kinds  mote  not  be  redd : 

y<  &uch  as  earth  out  of  her  fruitfull  woomb, 

TLn.'ves  forth  to  men,  sweet  and  well  savored, 

Be:  'iirefull  di*adly  black,  both  Icafe  and  bloom, 

Fitt  to  adome  the  dead  and  deck  the  drery  toombe. 

Tb^Tv  moumfnll  cypresse  grew  in  greatest  store ;  52 

And  trees  of  bitter  gall ;  and  heben  sad ; 

ik-a*!  f letfping  poppy  ;  and  black  hellebore ; 

U'id  c^^Loquintida ;  and  tetra  mad ; 

11-  •rtall  aamnitis ;  and  cicuta  bad. 

With  which  th*  uniust  Athoniens  made  to  dy 

W:«e  Socrates,  who,  thereof  quafiing  glad, 

Puord  out  his  life  and  last  phdosopEy 

To  the  (ayie  Critiai^  hie  dourest  belamyl 


THK  rAxxa  qmatxK. 

M: 

In  which  she  often  ^d  firm  tqieaai 

Henelfe  to  BbnmcL  and  pleMona  to  cotmfct 

Kext  tbeTennto  did  grmr  ft  goodij  tne^ 

^lUi  bnoDcIiM  brnid  diqmdd  ta&  hoij  gnXt 

OoOied  with  IeaiT«a.tbat  nana  tiw  wood  moUm^         / 

AndlowlenallwitkfhiitaatliiekMitBi^bMk      y 

Thar  froit  woe  goUmvpbadiifaiiitWiM  H 

"DiMt  goodh  wuM  ihmt  ifiaer  wbtbM; 

On  euth  luco  nenr  grai^  ne  liviBg  wifllit 

Idke  erer  Hw,  but  (Mjr  nom  heoM  w«n  Mid  I 

For  tlioM,  whidi  Horalea  iridi  oonqaeat  bold 

Got  from  great  AtlM  dan^ilen,  houB  beOD. 

And  planted  tbere  did  bruig  fixu  ftuit  orgudt 

And  tluMe,  with  wUoh  th'  Enbaui  jaang  man  ma 

Swift  Atalanta,irtien  throogb  cnft  M  ber  ont-na. 

Here  also  eprong  that  goodly  solden  fruit,  H 

Witb  whiL'E  AcontioB  got  hts  lorer  trew, 
'   'Whom  he  had  long  time  Bought  with  froitlene  niit: 
Here  eke  that  famous  golden  apple  grew, 
The  which  emongst  the  godi  faue  Ate  threw; 
For  which  th'  Ituean  ladiee  disagreed. 
Till  partial!  Paiia  dempt  it  Tenna  dew. 
And  had  of  her  fkyre  Helen  fbr  hia  meed, 
Hut  many  noble  Greekea  and  Troiona  nuuie  (o  bleed. 

nie  warlike  Elfe  much  wondred  at  thia  tree,  SI 

So  farre  and  great,  that  ehadowed  all  the  oronndi 

And  nia  broad  brannchea  laden  with  rich  tee. 

Did  stretch  themselTee  without  the  utmost  bound 

or  thia  great  gardin,  eompast  witb  a  monndi 

"Which  over-haneinK<  they  themnelres  did  ateepe 

In  a  blacke  floocC  which  fiow'd  abont  it  ronnd ; 

Hat  ia  the  river  of  Coi^tua  deepe. 

In  which  fnll  many  ioalea  do  endlease  w^Ie  and  weepe. 


Whidt  to  bdibld  be  ciomb  up  to  the  bancke : 
And,  looking  downe,  *aw  manj'  damned  wi^tee 
In  thoae  aaa  waves,  which  direful!  deadly  ataneke, 
Flonged  continuallT'  of  cmell  aprighte^ 
Hat  witlk  their  jHteous  cryea,  and  yelling  ahrij^ 
Hejr  made  the  nirliier  ibore  reeonnden  wide : 


In  thoae  tad  waves,  which  direful!  deadly  ataneke, 
Flonged  continually  of  cmell  sprighte^ 
Hat  witlk  their  jHteous  cryea,  and  yelling  ahrij^tM, 
Hey  made  the  nirliier  ibore  reeonnden  wide : 
SmongBt  the  rest  of  thoae  aama  rueiiill  siglitea, 
Oae  caned  creatore  he  by  duniiw  es^i&B, 
2iat  dranebed  Imj  falldeepas&dattug*x^BnvAA> 


m. 


9taip(  VM  ]|0  dimdhcd  to  tfi8  nymort  <iuiv 
Yrt  ivped  stiU  M  eofBtbiff  to  dnnka 
Of  tte  cold  liqoor  wludli  £o  wided  inj 
Asd,  itieleliiiig  farth  Iob  IubmL  did  <mo  ihiiike 
To  ifttdi  tiw  mut  whuii  grew  opon  the  tninoke ; 
ll.  Batboditli0firiihfiom]uiiMLm&d£bodfix)mziK^^ 
"  Did  i|r  abaeke,  md  made  kim  Tmiiidy  swineke ; 
1W  wkilM  he  ■leiVd  with  konger.  and  with  dioath 
Hb  diibr  4jdbb  yvi  aetw  ^bacaoffuj  djen  ooolh. 


Iks  kai^tto  him  aeeing  labour  sa  IB  Yaine,  00 

likt  wb  he  WW,  and  iriiat  he  meant  thflfeby  P 

Vko,  graoing  deeMp  tkna  anawerd  kim  againe ; 

*Xart  cfed  of  all  tnmUam  mider  akye, 

lo  Ikatafaw*  I  hen  tonnented  lye  1 

Of  vkom  hiffhi  Iof?e  wont  wkylome  ftaated  bee ; 

Ukoe  I  now  for  want  of  loed  doe  dje  1 

Btt,  if  tkat  thoa  be  aiich  aa  I  ikae  see. 

Of  gnee  I  paaj  thee  give  to  eat  and  drinke  to  mee  r 


*  5*7.  nar,  thoa  gieedj  Tmtalns,"  qootk  he,  60 

*  Abide  the  fortone  of  thy  present  fe^e ; 
lad.  onto  all  that  li^e  in  high  degree, 
Eoiamnle  be  of  mind  intempeorate, 

To  mek  them  how  to  nee  their  present  state.** 
IVn  nn  the  corsed  wretch  alowd  to  ory* 
AmLsing  highest  loTe  and  gods  ingmte ; 
l:id  eke  blaspheming  heaTen  bitterly, 
is  sBthor  <^uiiastioe,  there  to  let  kim  dye. 

He  lookt  a  Htle  fnrther,  and  esnyde  01 

Aaother  wretch,  whose  carcas  aeepe  was  drent 

Within  the  riTer  which  the  same  did  hjde : 

^t  both  his  handes  meet  filthy  fecident, 

A1>7T^  the  water  were  on  high  extent, 

led  fitrnd  to  wash  themselyes  incessantly, 

Vk  nothing  cleaner  were  for  snch  intont, 

Brjt  rather  fowler  seemed  to  the  eye ; 

So  lost  his  labour  yaine  and  ydle  industry. 

^    The  kniffht,  him  calling,  asked  who  he  was  P  03 

Who.  hfting  up  his  head,  him  answerd  thus ; 
"  I  Pilate  am,  the  falsest  iudge,  alas ! 
And  most  uniust ;  that,  by  unrighteous 
Afid  wicked  doome,  to  lewes  despiteous 
IVelirered  up  the  Lord  of  Life  to  dye, 
And  did  acqnite  a  murdrer  felonous ; 
The  whiles  my  handes  I  washt  in  puritrf  , 
IW  whilea  mj  aonl^  mw  sojrJd  with  fowle  iniquity,*' 
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Infinite  moe  tormented  in  like  paine  ' 

He  there  beheld,  too  long  here  to  be  told: 

Ne  Mammon  would  there  let  him  long  remajiM^ 

For  terroar  of  the  tortures  manifold. 

In  which  the  damned  soules  he  did  behold. 

But  roughly  him  bespake :  "  Thou  fearefuU  foolea 

Why  takest  not  of  that  same  frmte  <^  gold  P 

Ne  sittest  downe  on  that  same  silver  stoc^ 

To  rest  thy  weary  person  in  the  shadow  oooiaP" 

An  which  he  did  to  do  him  deadly  fall 

In  frayle  intemperannce  through  sinfoll  bajt; 

To  which  if  he  mclyned  had  at  all, 

■That  dreadful!  feend«  which  did  behinde  him  wiji^ 

Would  him  have  rent  in  thousand  peeoes  straiyt: 

But  he  was  wary  wise  in  all  his  wa^. 

And  wel  perceived  his  deceitfull  sleifijit, 

Ne  suflred  lust  his  safety  to  betray : 

So  goodly  did  beguile  the  guyler  of  his  pray. 

And  now  he  has  so  long  remained  theare. 

That  vitall  powres  gan  wexe  both  weake  and  wan 

For  want  of  food  and  sleepe,  which  two  upbeare. 

Like  mightie  pillours,  this  frayle  life  of  man, 

That  none  without  the  same  cnduren  can : 

For  now  three  dayes  of  men  were  full  outwroughty 

Since  he  this  hardy  enterprize  began : 

Forthy  great  Mammon  fayrelv  he  besought 

Into  the  world  to  guyde  liim  backe,  as  he  him  brought. 

The  god,  though  loth,  yet  was  oonstrajrnd  t'  obay ; 

For  lenger  time,  then  that,  no  living  wight 

Below  the  earth  might  suflVed  be  to  stay : 

So  backe  againe  him  brought  to  living  light. 

But  all  so  soone  as  his  entecbled  spright 

Ghm  sucke  this  vitall  ayre  into  his  brest. 

As  overcome  with  too  exceeding  might. 

The  life  did  flit  away  out  of  her  nest, 

And  all  his  sences  were  with  deadly  fit  oppresi. 
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CANTO  Tin. 

Bir  OojoBf  li^fd  tn  iwowm^  if  li]f 

Aentti  MiiiMi  deipojldt 
Whom  Aithon  toooe  hath  rMikewcd, 

And  FigniiBi  bfctimn  ftyUL 

Ajri>  istbereesreinlieaTenP    And  is  tliere  lore  1 

In  heavenlx  ipiritB  to  these  ereatoree  baee. 

That  may  compassion  of  their  erils  moreP 

There  is :— else  much  more  wretohed  were  the  oaoo 

Of  men  then  beasts :  but  0 1^  ik'  exceeding  grace 

Of  highest  God,  that  lores  his  creatures  so. 

And  ul  his  workes  with  mercy  doth  embrace, 

That  blessed  angels  he  sendii  to  and  fro, 

To  serre  to  wicked  man,  to  serve  bis  wicked  foe  I 

How  oft  do  th^  their  silver  bowers  leave  2 

To  come  to  succour  us  that  succour  want  I 

How  oft  do  thej  with  golden  piucons  cleave 

Hie  flitting  skyes,  like  flying  pur8uiyant> 

Against  fowle  feendes  to  ayd  us  militant  I 

Thev  for  us  fight,  they  watch  and  dewly  ward. 

And  their  bright  squadrons  round  about  us  plant; 

And  ^1  for  love  and  nothing  for  reward : 

O,  why  should  Hevenly  Gkxi  to  men  have  such  regard ! 

During  the  while  that  Gnyon  did  abide  3 

In  Mammons  house,  the  palmer,  whom  whyleare 

That  wanton  mayd  of  passage  had  denide. 

By  further  searcu  had  passage  found  elsewhere ; 

And,  being  on  his  way,  approached  neare 

Where  Guyon  lay  in  traunce ;  when  suddeinly 

He  heard  a  voyce  that  called  lowd  and  deare, 

'*  Come  hether,  come  hether,  O !  come  hastily  I" 

That  all  the  fields  resounded  with  the  ruefull  cry. 

The  palmer  lent  his  eare  unto  the  noyce,  d 

To  weet  who  called  so  imp6rtunely : 
Againe  he  heard  a  more  efibrced  voyce, 
That  bad  him  come  in  haste :  he  by  and  by 
His  feeble  feet  directed  to  the  cry; 
Which  to  that  shady  delve  him  brought  at  last, 
Where  Mammon  earst  did  sunne  hia  threasury: 
Ther9  ^egood  Guyon  be  found  Blumhrmg  fast 
la  seneelm  dremme;  which  Bight  at  Rrnt  Em  BOre  aghaaU 


9M  TffB   FAEBIG  QDEBKB. 

Beode  Ilia  head  iherc  eatt  a  faire  ^oung  man. 
Of  woodroiu  beauty  aud  of  freshest  yeares. 
Wkoae  tender  bud  to  bloagome  Dew  beetui. 
Andfiorish  faim  above  his  eqaoll  pearea: 
fiis  inowT  front,  curled  with  eoldpn  heam, 
t^  Iiike  Hioeba'!  face  adanvd  with  sunnr  rayea, 
Tt:-:.^..  .1.^ —  .,,1  .^T  gharpe  winged  Bheanv, 


y  lake  M  Cupido  on  Ida<aii  kill. 

When  hiTing  laid  his  crucll  bow  anny 
,1      ^d  morttU  arroWEB,  wherewith  he  doth  fill 

"Die  woM  with  niunlfius  spoil.'n  ami  bbxidy  pnjr. 
With  hia  fail-.    iri..rli,-!  ,.  I, mi  .i"."..-  :-i>lay, 

Andwithhii-  J 

31ie  goddeaao,  ijinmu  w.ui  uu  muivu  lAa*, 
' '  '     Sofiera  tkeraelle  throTicIi  sleepe  beffuild  to  Ma. 
nie  whiles  the  other  Isdioa  mind  ttcTr  joery  glae. 

Whom  when  the  palmer  aaw,  sbasht  he  w 


Whiles  dead];  fitt  1^  pupill  doth  diam^. 

Behold  this  h«T7  ugti£  uion  reverend  am  I 

But  dread  of  death  and  dolor  doe  Bwa; ; 

For  life  ere  long  shall  to  her  home  retire. 

And  he  thot  bresthleeae  seem*  ahal  corage  bdH  rasp 

"  The  charge,  which  God  doth  unto  me  airett^ 

Of  hia  deare  iafety  I  to  thee  commend ; 

Yet  will  I  not  forgoe,  ne  yet  fcH^tt 

Tbe  care  thereof  myselfe  onto  the  end, 

Bnt  evermore  him  succoar,  and  defend 

Agunat  bis  foe  and  mine :  watch  thoo,  I  pr^; 

For  erill  ia  at  hand  him  to  oSend." 

So  having  aaid.  eflsoonea  he  gan  diaplay 

His  painted  nimble  winga,  and  TSnialit  qmte  away. 

The  palmer  aerang  his  lefte  empty  place. 
And  hia  glow  eiea  beguiled  of  their  sight, 
Woxe  acre  afraid,  and  etaading  ntill  a  space 
Oai'd  after  him,  as  fowie  escapt  by  flight ; 
At  last,  him  turning  to  hia  ohajve  Dnhight, 
With  bumbling  hand  his  troubled  pulse  gan  tiTt 
Where  finding  life  not  yet  dislodged  qoi^t, 
Se  much  reioyat,  and  oonid  it  ten&em, 

'*  IjhMbtifiroiiLdieadeA&BAiq, 
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le  spide  wliere  towards  him  did  pace  10 

mim  knights  al  armd  as  bright  as  side, 
m  beside  an  aged  sire  did  trace, 
before  a  liffht-foote  page  did  flie, 
*athed  strife  and  troablons  enmitie. 
ere  the  two  sonnes  of  Aerates  old, 
eeting  earst  with  Archimago  slie 
that  Idle  Strond,  of  him  were  told 
which  earst  them  combatted,  was  Guyon  bold. 

0  arenge  on  him  thev  dearly  vowd,  11 
rer  that  on  ground  th^  mote  him  find: 
'chima^e  provokt  their  corage  prowd, 

fill  Atm  m  their  stubbome  mind 
contention  and  whot  vengeamice  tind. 
le  they  come  whereas  the  palmer  sate, 
that  slombred  corse  to  him  assind: 
ew  they  both  his  person,  sith  of  late 
n  in  bloody  armes  they  rashly  did  debate. 

rhen  Pyrochles  saw,  inflam'd  with  rage  12 

"■  he  lowl  besjitike;  '*  Thou  dotard  vile, 
h  thy  bniteneese  shendst  thy  comely  age, 

1  soone,  I  read,  the  caytive  spoile 
tame  outcast  carcaa,  that  erewliile 
elfe  famous  through  false  trechery, 
Tud  his  coward  crest  with  knightly  stile; 
ere  he  now  inglorious  doth  lye, 

e  he  lived  il,  that  did  thus  fowly  dye." 

1  the  palmer  fearlesse  answered;  13 

sir  knight,  ye  bene  too  much  to  blame, 
to  blott  the  honor  of  the  dead, 
[1  fowle  cowardize  his  rarcas  shame 
iving  handes  immortalizd  his  name, 
le  vengeaunce  on  the  ashes  cold; 
y  base  to  barke  at  sleeping  fame: 
er  wight  that  treason  of  him  told ; 
e  his  prowesse  prov'd,  and  found  him  fiers  and  bold." 

'd  C3rmochle8;  "Palmer,  thou  doest  dote,  14 

of  prowesse  ne  of  knighthood  deeme, 
hou  secst  or  hearst:  but  well  I  wote, 
1 B  puissaunce  tn^all  made  extreme : 
.  all  is  not  that  doth  golden  seeme ; 
od  knights  that  shake  well  speare  and  shield: 
th  of  all  men  by  their  end  esteeme; 
I  dew  praise  or  dew  reproch  them  yield: 
fare  Ibim  deeme  that  thus  lies  dead  on  field." 
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"  Good  or  bid."  pan  hia  brother  fiers  reply, 

" yfhAi.  do  I  recke,  eith  ihal  he  dide  enlireP 

Or  what  dotli  his  bad  death  now  gatisfj 

The  greedy  hiiiigtr  of  reveogiDg  j-re. 

Sitlt  wratbfidl  haud  wrought  not  her  oirae  destraP 

Yet,  since  ii<%  way  is  Icftc  to  wreake  my  spight. 

I  will  him  reaie  uf  anora,  dw  noKm  Utvt 

And  of  that  ahield,  mora  woitliT  of  good  kai^ti 

Foe  why  BhouM  >  deed  dog  be  deekt  m  i^Boar  Ml^r 

"FByrnr,"  Rud  then  the  palmer  fnppliMialt  V 

"  For  knighthood*  Ion  doe  sot  u  anlt »  Had, 

He  blame  your  hon(»  with  M>ahBm(Ai]I  mat  '' 

Of  vile  revenge:  to  •poQe  the  dead  of  waed 

Ib  Mcnlege,  and  doth  all  nnnee  exceed: 

But  leave  theae  relieka  of  hia  Uring  midht 

To  decks  hia  heroe,  and  tiw  hit  tomb-bkeke  itedL* 

"  What  heice  or  steed,"  aud  he,  "ahonld  he h>n Sffit, 

But  be  entombed  in  the  nven  or  the  ki^tP" 

With  that,  rude  hand  npon  hia  shield  he  laid,  17 

And  th'  other  brother  gan  his  helme  nnlace; 

Both  fiercely  bent  to  bare  him  disaraid : 

1^  that  they  spyde  where  towards  them  did  pace 

An  aimed  kQlKht,  of  bold  and  bouut«o<ie  grace. 

Whose  squire  bore  after  him  an  heben  huinoe 

And  coverd  shield;  well  keud  hint  so  far  apace 

Th'  enchaunter  by  his  annes  and  amenounce. 

When  under  him  he  saw  bis  I^bian  steed  to  praoneei 

And  to  those  brethren  sayd ;  "  Rise,  rise  bylive,  U 

And  unto  batteil  doe  yoDTaelve*  addreese; 

For  yonder  cotnes  the  proweat  knight  alive. 

Prince  Arthur,  flowre  of  grace  ana  nobilesse. 

That  hath  to  Pajnim  knighta  wrought  gret  diateeaac^ 

And  thousand  Sar'aina  fowlr  donne  to  ^e." 

That  word  so  deepe  did  in  tAeir  harta  imprcaae, 

Tliat  both  eftaoones  upstarted  furionslr, 

Aiul  gau  themaelres  prepare  to  batteiU  greedily. 

But  fiers  Prrochleai  lacking  bis  owne  sword,  U 

The  want  thereof  now  greatly  gan  to  plaina. 

And  ArchimBRe  besought,  him  that  anbrd 

Which  he  had  brought  for  Braggadocbio  Tain& 

"  So  would  I,"  said  th'  enchaunter,  "glad  and  &iiia 

Beteeme  to  you  thia  sword,  you  to  defend. 

Or  oii^t  that  els  your  honour  might  maintainei 

Sat  tiuit  this  weapons  powTelwe&^aneV«idi. 

Ta  beooatrixy  to  the  wodte  iiVac^-i«V^ni>&i- 
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"For  tliat  same  knights  owne  sword  tliis  is,  of  yoro         20 

Which  Merlin  made  by  his  almiffhtie  art 

For  that  his  noursling,  when  he  knighthood  swore. 

Therewith  to  doen  his  foes  etemall  smart. 

The  metall  first  he  mixt  with  mcdaewart. 

That  no  enchauntment  from  his  dint  might  sare; 

Then  it  in  fkunes  of  Aetna  wrought  apart. 

And  seven  times  dipped  in  the  bitter  wave 

Of  hellish  Styx,  which  hidden  Tertne  to  it  gave. 

"  The  Tcrtue  is,  that  nether  Steele  nor  stone  i;i 

The  stroke  thereof  from  entrannce  may  defend; 

Ne  ever  may  be  used  by  his  fone; 

Ne  forst  his  rightfull  owner  to  ouend; 

Ne  ever  will  it  breake,  ne  ever  bend; 

Wherefore  Morddure  it  riffhtfully  is  hi^rht. 

In  vaine,  therefore,  Pyrochles.  should  T  lend 

The  same  to  thee,  sgainst  his  lord  to  fi^rht; 

For  sure  yt  would  deceive  thy  labor  and  thy  might." 

•*  Foolish  old  man."  said  then  the  Pagan  wroth,  22 

*  "That  wconest  words  or  charms  may  force  witlistond. 
Soone  phalt  thou  see.  and  then  beleeve  for  troth, 
That  I  can  carve  with  this  iuchaunted  brond 
His  lords  owne  flesh."    Tlierewith  out  of  his  hond 
That  vertuous  Steele  he  rudely  snatcht  awav; 
And  Guyons  shield  about  his  wrest  he  bond: 
So  ready  (light,  fierce  battaile  to  assay. 
And  match  his  brother  proud  in  battailous  aray. 

By  this,  that  strauncrer  knight  in  presence  came,  23 

And  goodly  salved  them;  who  nought  againe 

Him  answered,  as  courtesie  became; 

But  with  steme  lookes,  and  stomachous  disdaine, 

Gave  signes  of  grudge  and  discontentment  vaine: 

Then,  turning  to  the  palmer,  he  gan  spy 

Where  at  his  foet,  with  sorrowfuTl  deniayne 

And  deadly  hew,  an  armed  corse  did  lye, 

In  whose  dead  face  he  redd  great  magnanimity. 

Said  he  then  to  the  palmer;  "Eevcrend  syre,  21 

What  preat  misfnrtune  hath  betidd  this  knight  P 
Or  did  his  life  her  fatall  date  expyre, 
Or  did  he  fall  bv  treason,  or  by  fight? 
However,  sure  1  rew  his  pitteous  plight." 
•*  Not  one,  nor  other,"  sayd  Uie  palmer  ffrave, 
"  Hath  him  befalne;  but  c\oudea  ofdoamy  night 
AwhJJ^*  hM  hoary  eyeUda  cover  d  have, 
And  aU his  Bcncea  drowned  in  deep  scncelesae  waTei 
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those  his  cnicll  Toob,  that  etaad  herehy.               23 
advatitaBe,  to  revengi'  their  spiabt, 
im  diBanne  and  trcnten  Hbametullj; 
io  usage  of  redoubted  kniffht! 

misa  hope  of  helpe  and  timelj  gncB, 

leaeech  to  Buceour  his  sad  plight, 

.-oiir  ponre  protect  his  feeble  cace ! 

yse  of  knighthood  is,  fowie  outrage  U>  deface." 

■,"  BBid  he,  "  no  knijiht  bo  rode,  I  weeae.               20 
'n  outrage  tc  a  eleepiog  giiost: 
here  ever  noblo  coragc  seene, 

is  least,  w  here  oddes  appenreth  most. 
,  that  better  reason  wilT  aswace 
revtogcrs  heat.    Words,  well  diapogt, 
rete  powre  t'  appease  intiamed  rage: 
ave  unto  me  thy  knights  last  patronage." 

ling  to  those  brethren,  thoB  bespoke ;                    S7 

like  payre,  whose  valorous  great  might. 

i.  iuBt  WTOnKes  to  vengeaunce  doe  provoke, 

;e  your  wrath  on  this  dead-seeming  knight, 

iht  alln.T  tJie  stonoe  of  your  despight, 

le  pnlii  nee  in  ao  furious  heatP 

les  gui  rephr  the  seoond  lyme,  80 

him  said;  '^Now,  felon,  sure  I  read* 
lat  thoa  art  partaker  of  hia  oryme: 
>re  br  Termagaunt  thou  shalt  be  dead." 
hat,  hia  hand,  more  sad  ftian  lomp  of  lead, 
ig  high,  he  weened  with  Morddore, 
ne  good  sword  Morddore,  to  oleave  hia  head, 
thfoll  Steele  sooh  treason  no'nld  endure, 
rarfing  from  the  markeb  his  hsdea  life  did  asiine. 

a  the  force  so  fbrioos  and  so  fell,  81 

Drse  and  man  it  made  to  reele  asyde: 
mae  the  prince  would  not  forsake  hia  seU* 
ell  of  yore  he  learned  had  to  iyde>) 
1  of  anger  fiersly  to  him  oryde; 
traitoor,  miBcreannt,  thou  broken  haat 
r  of  armee,  to  strike  foe  nndefide : 
>a  thy  treasons  fruit  I  hope  shall  taste 
lowre,  and  feele  the  law,  the  which  thou  hast  defiut.^ 

hat  his  balefull  speare  he  fiercely  bent  32 

t  the  Pafcans  brest,  and  therewith  thought 

reed  life  out  of  her  lodg  have  rent : 

e  the  point  arrived  where  it  ou^ht, 

?ven-fold  shield,  which  he  from  Guyon  brought, 

t  between  to  ward  the  bitter  stownd: 

;h  all  those  foldes  the  steelehead  passage  wrought, 

rough  his  shoulder  perst ;  wherwith  to  ground 

yelmg  fell,  all  gored  in  his  gushing  wound. 

when  his  brother  saw,  fraught  with  great  griefe    83 

rath,  he  to  him  leaped  furiously, 

wly  saide ;  "  By  Mahoune,  cursed  thiefe, 

irefull  stroke  thou  dearely  shalt  aby." 

lurling  up  his  harmefull  blade  on  hy, 

him  so  hugely  on  his  haughtie  crest, 

om  his  saddle  forced  him  to  Hy : 

te  it  needes  downe  to  his  manly  brest 

left  his  head  in  twaine,  and  life  thence  dispossest. 

as  the  prince  in  daungerous  distresse,  34 

ig  his  sword,  when  he  on  foot  should  fight : 
gle  speare  could  doe  him  small  redresse 
t  two  foes  of  so  exceeding  might, 
ist  of  which  was  match  for  any  knight. 
)W'the  other,  whom  he  earst  did  daunt, 
ard  himselfe  a/^ine  to  cruel  fight, 
imeig  more  funous  and  more  puisaaunt, 
KiZ/  o/IuB  wound,  ofbia  fate  ignonuuit. 
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1  So  stoutly  he  withstood  their  st; 

I  Till  that  at  last,  whvm  he  advant 

I  His  poynant  sin^arc  ho  thrust  wi 

t  At  proud  Cyniochlos,  \\  hiles  his 

'  That  through  his  thit^h  the  mort 

He,  swarvinp  with  the  foree,  wi( 

Did  breake  the  lauuce,  and  let  tl 

Out  of  the  wound  the  red  blood 

That  underneath  hid  feet  Boonc  i 

Horribly  then  he  gan  to  rage  an 
Cursing  his  gods,  and  himselfe  d 
Als  when  his  brother  saw  the  re< 
Adowne  so  fast,  and  all  his  anno 
For  very  felnesse  lowd  he  gan  to 
And  said ;  "  Caytive,  curse  on  tl 
That  twise  hath  spedd ;  yet  shall 
From  the  third  brunt  of  this  my 
Lo,  where  the  dreadful!  Death  beh 

With  that  he  strooke,  and  th*  od 
That  nothing  seemd  mote  beare  & 
The  one  upon  his  corered  shield 
And  glauncing  downe  would  not 
But  th'  other  aid  upon  his  tronch 
Which  hewing  quite  asunder,  fur 
It  made,  and  on  his  hacqueton  di< 
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"Wliam  wlieii  tlie  pilmer  saw  in  miflli  distreue^  4i 

Sir  Ghi^roiiB  sword  he  lig^tiy  to  him  woght. 

And  said;  "  Fayre  sonne.  grsat  Gbd  thy  right  hand  blesse, 

To  use  thai  swora  so  well  as  he  it  ought!" 

Glad  was  the  kdght,  and  with  fresh  oonrage  franght. 

When  as  againe  he  armed  felt  his  hond : 

Tlien like  Aljoa,  which  had  lonff  time  saoffht 

His  robbed  whelpes,  and  at  the  last  them  fond         [jond : 

Emongst  the  shej^beaid  swaynes,  then  wezeth  wooid  and 

So  fierce  he  laid  about  him,  and  dealt  blowes  '  41 

On  either  side,  that  neither  mayle  ooold  hold, 

Ne  shield  defend  the  thunder  or  his  throwes : 

Now  to  VyrothliOB  many  strokes  he  told; 

Eft  toQymochles  twisesomany  fold;  ' 

Then,  backe  againe  turning  his  busie  honcL 

Them  both  attonoe  oompeuL  with  ooursge  bold 

To  yield  wide  way  to  his  hart-thrilling  brond ;  [stond. 

Ana  though  th^  both  stood  stiffe,  yet  could  not  both  with- 

As  salTage  bull,  whom  two  fierce  mastives  bayt,  42 

When  rancour  doth  with  rage  him  once  engorge, 

Forgets  with  wary  warde  them  to  awayt, 

But  with  his  dreadful!  homes  them  drives  afore, 

Or  flin^  aloft,  or  treades  downe  in  the  fiore, 

Breathmg  out  wrath,  and  bellowing  disdaine, 

That  aU  Uie  forest  quakes  to  hear  him  rore : 

So  rag'd  Prince  Arthur  twixt  his  foemen  twaine* 

That  neither  could  his  mightie  puissaunoe  sustame. 

But  erer  at  ^yrochles  when  he  smitt,  43 

(Who  Guyons  shield  cast  ever  him  before. 

Whereon  the  Faery  Queenes  pourtract  was  writ!,) 

His  hand  relented  ana  the  stroke  forbore. 

And  his  deare  hart  the  picture  gan  adore ; 

Which  oft  the  Paynim  say'd  from  deadly  stowre : 

But  him  henceforth  the  same  can  save  no  more ; 

For  now  arrived  is  his  fatall  howre, 

That  no'te  avoyded  be  by  earthly  skill  or  powre. 

For  when  Cymochles  saw  the  fowle  reproch,  44 

Which  them  appeached ;  prickt  with  guiltie  shame 

And  inward  griefe,  he  fiercely  gan  approch, 
.    Besolv'd  to  put'  awa^  that  loathly  blame, 
/  Or  dye  with  honour  and  desert  of  fame; 

And  on  the  haubergh  stroke  the  prince  so  sore, 

That  q^nite  disparted  all  the  linked  frame. 

And  piemed  to  the  akin,  but  hit  no  more ; 
Yet  made  him  twiae  toreele,  that  never  moof'd  mfore. 
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Which  when  his  german  saw,  1 
!Ran  to  his  hart,  and  all  liis  sen^ 
^e  thenceforth  life  ne  corac:e  d 
But,  as  a  man  whom  hellish  fee 
Long  trembling  still  he  etoode ; 
"  Tray  tour,  what  hast  thou  doe 
Thj'  cursed  hand  so  cruelly  ha\ 
Aff&inst  that  knight !  Barrow 
After  so  wicked  deede  why  liv'j 

With  that  all  desperate,  as  loat 
And  with  revenge  desjTing  soo 
Assembling  all  his  force  and  ut 
With  his  owne  swerd  he  fierce 
And  strooke,  and  foynd,  and  la 
Withouten  reason  or  regard.  "^ 
The  prince,  with  pacience  and  s 
So  hast}'  heat  soone  cooled  to  8\ 
Tho,  when  this  breathlesse  wox 

Ab  when  a  windy  tempest  blowc 
That  nothing  may  withstand  hie 
The  clowdes,  as  thinges  afTrayd. 
But,  all  so  soone  as  hia  outragec 
Is  layd,  they  fiercely'  then  begin 
And,  as  in  scome  of  his  spent  st 
Now  all  attonce  their  malice  for 

So  did  Prinee  Artlmr  hoar**  Viirvi 
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Nought  booted  it  tlie  F^jmm  than  to  strive;  60 

For  at  a  bittar  in  the  eagles  olawe» 

That  may  not  hope  by  flight  to  ioape  alive. 

Still  waytea  for  death  witk  dread  and  trembling  aw ; 

So  he,  now  lubgeot  to  the  Tiotoon  law. 

Did  not  once  move^  nor  upward  oaat  his  eye. 

For  rile  disdaine  and  rancoor,  which  did  gnaw 

His  hart  in  twaine  inth  sad  melAnoholy ; 

Am  one  that  loathed  life,  and  yet  deepyaed  to  dye. 

But,  full  of  princely  bounty  and  great  mind,  51 

The  conqueror  nought  eaied  him  to  sli^; 

But,  caatmg  wronses  and  all  revenge  behind, 

More  glory  thought  to  give  life  then  decav. 

And  aayd;  "  Paynim,  tma  la  thy  dismall  day; 

Yet  if  thou  wilt  renounce  thy  miacreaunoe, 

And  m,v  true  liegeman  yield  thyselfe  for  ay. 

Life  will  I  graunt  thee  for  ihy  valiaunoe, 

And  all  thy  wrongea  will  wipe  out  of  my  sovenaunco.** 

"  Foolc,"  said  the  pagan,  "  I  thv  ffift  defye ;  52 

But  use  thv  fortune,  as  it  doth  Deiall; 

And  say,  that  I  not  overcome  doe  dye, 

Eat  in  despi;;ht  of  life  for  death  doe  calL" 

Wroth  was  the  prince,  and^ory  yet  withall, 

That  he  so  wilfully  refused  grace ; 

Yet,  sith  his  fate  so  cruelly  did  fall, 

Ilis  shiniuff  helmet  he  san  soone  unlace. 

And  lefbe  his  headlesse  oody  bleeding  all  the  place. 

By  this.  Sir  Guyon  from  his  traunce  awakt,  53 

Life  having  maystered  her  senccless  foe ; 

And  looking  up,  whenas  his  shield  he  lakt 

And  sword  saw  not,  he  wexed  wondrous  woes 

But  when  the  palmer,  whom  he  long  vgoe 

Had  lost,  he  by  him  spydo,  right  glad  he  grew, 

And  saide ;  "  I)eare  sir,  whom  wandring  to  and  fro 

I  long  have  lackt,  I  ioy  thy  face  to  vowT 

Firme  is  thy  faith,  whom  daunger  never  fro  me  drew. 

"  But  read  what  wicked  hand  hath  robbed  mee  ol 

Of  my  good  sword  and  shield  ?'*    The  palmer,  glad 

With  so  fresh  hew  uprysing  him  to  see. 

Him  answered :  **  Fayre  sonne,  be  no  whit  sad 

For  want  of  weapons ;  they  shall  soone  be  had." 

So  qan  he  to  discourse  the  whole  debate, 

Which  that  straunge  knight  for  him  sustained  had. 

And  thoge  two  Sanzina  coafounded  late, 

Wiafff  careaBm  on  ground  w&re  hornbly  proatrite. 


To  whom  ihe  infant  tlius:  "Fi 
Good  lurDCii  be  counted,  aa  a  s 
To  bind  lUfir  d.x).Ts  to  rcci-ivc 
Are  not  all  knifflites  bv  oalli  b< 
Opprcisoure  powre  by  uTUifs  oi 
Suffiae,  that  I  hare  done  my  di 
So  aooidJy  purpose  they  togethi 
Of  kind II esse  and  of  courteous  ■■ 
The  whiles  falM  ArcliimBKe  an< 


111*  nouKOf  Trmpi 


Of  ftll  Goda  workea,  n-htch  doe 
llere  ia  no  one  more  fiiire  and  c 
Tien  is  mans  body,  both  for  pOT 
j  Whiles  it  ie  kept  in  aober  itoveri 
•  But  none  then  it  more  fowle  ani 
Diatempred  through  misrule  and 
It  KTOTTB  a  monslcr,  and  incontin 
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''Fme  w,'*njd]ie, ''ifintliatpiotiindaad  3 

Snen  life  ye  read,  and  Tertue  in  Tmine  thews 

Whmt  mote  ye  weene.  if  the  trew  lirelx-hMd 

Of  that  moet  glorious  Tinge  sre  did  vew  I 

Bat  yf  the  bMnty  of  her  mind  ^e  knew. 

That  is,  her  bonn^,  and  impenall  powre» 

Thoosand  times  fairer  thenner  mortall  hew,  * 

O!  how  yeat  wonder  would  yoor  tiionghts  derome. 

And  infimte  deaiie  into  your  spirite  poore  I 

''Sheis  themigh^  Qneeneof  Fadnr,  4 

Whose  faire  retraitt  fin  my  shield  ooe  heara; 

Shee  is  the  fiowre  of  oraoe  and  chastity, 

Throuij^hout  the  world  renowmsd  far  and  neare, 

Mr  life,  my  lie^re,  my  soveraine,  my  dears, 

Whose  fflory  shineth  as  the  morning  starre. 

And  wiu  her  light  the  earth  enlnmmes  ek^; 

Fjur  reach  her  mereies,  and  her  praises  farre, 

As  well  in  state  of  peace,  as  puissaonce  in  warre." 

*'  Thrise  happy  man,*'  said  then  the  Briton  knii^t,  5 

**  Wiiom  ^a^ciouB  lott  and  thy  great  yaliaance 
Have  made  thee  soldier  of  tliat  princesse  bright, 
^\'bich  with  her  bounty  and  glad  oountenaunce 
Doth  blesse  her  servaunts,  and  them  high  advaunoe ! 
How  may  straunge  knight  hope  ever  to  aspire. 
By  faithrull  Fcnrice  and  meete  amenannce 
Unto  such  blidse?  sulBcient  were  that  hire 
For  losse  of  thousand  lives,  to  die  at  her  desire." 

Said  Griiyon,  *'  Noble  lord,  what  meed  so  great,  0 

Or  grace  of  earthly  prince  so  soveraine. 

But  by  your  wondrous  worth  and  warlike  feat 

Ye  well  may  hope,  and  easely  attaineP 

But  were  your  will  her  sold  to  entertaine. 

And  numbred  be  mongst  Knights  of  Maydenhed, 

Great  guerdon,  well  I  wote,  should  you  remaine. 

And  in  her  favor  high  bee  reckoned. 

As  Arthegall  and  Sophy  now  beene  honored." 

"  Certes,"  then  said  the  prince,  "  I  Grod  avow,  7 

That  sith  I  armcs  and  knighthood  first  did  plight, 
^ly  whole  desire  hath  beene,  and  yet  is  now. 
To  serve  that  queene  with  al  my  powre  and  might. 
Now  hath  the  sunne  with  his  liunp-buming  light 
AValkt  round  about  the  world,  and  I  no  lesse, 
Sith  of  that  goddesse  I  have  aoneht  the  sight, 
Yet  no  where  can  her  Bad:  bucb  bappineaae 
Seven  doUi  to  me  envy  and  fortune  favourlesse  *' 


"  GraraciT.v  sir,"  saiil  lie ;  "  bi 
"What  strHunge  adventure  doc 
Perhai)s  mv  smcour  or  ailvizpi 
Mote  8tea<l  vuu  much  vour  jiii 
Then  gan  SirGujon  a]j  the  »l. 
Offalae  Acrssia.  and  her  wicki 
'Which  loavenRc,  the  palmer  h 
From  Faery  rourt.  bo  talked 
Utey  wasted  had  much  vraj,  ai 

And  noir  faire  Phoebus  gan  df 
His  weary  wapin  to  tlio  we8t«i 
Whenaa  they  spide  a  coodly  ci 
Forcbv  a  river  m  a  pleaoaunt  A. 
Which  choojing  for  that  evenit 
Tliey  thether  mareht :  but  whe 
Aaafrom  their  sweaty  courgere 
They  found  the  saten  fast  barrc 
And  every  loiip  laat  lockt,  aa  tei 

■Which  when  Ihey  saw,  they  we- 
"Was  to  them  doen,  their  entrau 
nil  tliat  the  squire  gan  nighcr  t 
And  wind  his  hornc  uuder  the  c 
T^iat  with  the  noise  it  shooke  as 
Ensoones  forth  looked  from  the 
The  natch,  and  lowd  unto  the  b 
TowePf-.-W.I ■  ■      ■■ 
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Thnt  as  he  epoke,  loel  with  oatnmoaa  cry  13 

A  tboaMnd  yiUana  rownd  abcmt  toem  iwiuniid 

Out  of  the  rockai  and  oaret  adioyniiiff  nye; 

Vile  caitrre  wzetohee,  ngfsed,  niae,  defonnd» 

All  threaitning  death,  all  in  atFaun^^  manner  annd ; 

Some  with  unweldy  dabs,  aome  with  long  spearea. 

Some  maty  kniTes,  aome  ataTea  in  fier  wannd : 

Sterne  waa  their  looke;  like  wild  amaaed  atearea, 

Staring  with  hoUow  eiea,  and  atiffupetanding  hearea. 

Fierslf  at  first  tiioae  knights  th^  did  assa^le,  14 

And  drore  them  to  reooue :  bat,  when  againe 

They  gare  fresh  charge,  their  forces  gan  to  fayle, 

Unhable  their  enooonter  to  austaine ; 

For  with  saeh  poissaonee  and  impetnoos  maine 

Those  championa  broke  on  them,  that  fbrst  them  fly. 

Like  scattered  sheepe,  whenas  the  shepherds  swaine 

A  lion  and  a  tigre  dotii  espye 

With  greedy  pace  forth  rushing  from  the  forest  nye. 

A  while  they  fled,  but  scone  retoomd  againe  15 

With  greater  fury  then  before  was  found ; 

And  erermore  their  cniell  capitaine 

Soufi^ht  with  his  raskall  routs  t'enclose  them  rownd, 

And  overronne  to  tread  them  to  the  sTOwnd: 

But  soone  the  knights  with  their  bright-burning  blades 

Broke  their  rude  troupes,  and  orders  did  confownd, 

Hewing  and  slashing  at  their  idle  shades ;  [fades. 

For  though  they  bodies  seem,  yet  substatmce  from  them 

As  when  a  swarme  of  ffnats  at  eventide  16 

Out  of  the  fennes  of  Allan  doe  arise, 

Tlicir  murmuring  small  trompnetts  sownden  wide. 

Whiles  in  the  aire  their  clustrinflf  army  flies. 

That  as  a  cloud  doth  seeme  to  dim  the  skies; 

Ne  man  nor  beast  may  rest  or  take  repast 

For  their  sharpe  wounds  and  noyous  ininries, 

Till  the  fierce  northeme  wind  with  blustring  blast 

Doth  blow  them  quite  away,  and  in  the  ocean  cast. 

«hus  when  they  had  that  troublous  rout  disperst,  17 

Unto  the  ca.«tie  gate  they  come  againe, 
A.nd  entraunce  crav'd,  which  was  denied  erst. 
Now  when  report  of  that  their  perlous  paine, 
And  combrous  conflict  which  they  did  sus^aine. 
Came  to  the  la:*ies  oare  which  there  did  dwell, 
Shee  forth  bsewed  with  a  goodly  tnuDO 
^  Bgajrea  and  Jadies  eqpipaged  well. 
And eaterUuned  them  right  lairelj',  as  befelL 


In  robe  of  lilly  white  she  was  arayc 
That  from  her  shoulder  to  her  heel 
The  traine  whereof  loose  far  behinc 
Uraunched  with  gold  and  perle  moj 
And  borae  of  two  faire  damsels  wh 
That  service  well :  her  yellow  golde 
Was  trimly  woren,  and  in  tresses  \* 
Ne  other  iire  she  on  her  head  did  w 
But  crowned  with  a  garland  of  Bwe< 

Groodly  shee  entertaind  those  noble 
And  brought  them  up  into  her  castl 
WTiere  gentle  court  and  gracious  de 
Shee  to  them  made,  with  mildnesse 
Shewing  herselfe  both  wise  and  libe 
There  when  they  rested  had  a  seasoi 
They  her  besought  of  favour  speciaU 
Of  that  faire  castle  to  afibord  them  ^ 
Shee  graunted;  and,  them  leading  fo 

First  she  them  led  up  to  the  castle  ^ 
That  was  so  high  as  foe  might  not  it 
And  all  so  faire  and  fensible  withall; 
Not  built  of  bricke,  ne  yet  of  stone  c 
But  of  thing  like  to  that  Egyptian  t 
"Whereof  king  Nine  whilome  built  B 
But  O  great  pitty,  that  no  lenger  tin 

So  flroodlv  worVTn«T>al^I»^  oU^^^lJ  --* 


TMS  PABBIB  qVBXHt. 


Did  tfc'odMT  fiv  in  worknunihip  eicell ; 
For  aot  of  wood,  nor  of  ciidnruig  bru, 
BMflf  ■««  wortlif  nibnUiion  frain'd  it  wui 
IfcwiMy  faporu-d.  it  did  look*  and  cioso, 
~  '      *    ■  It  kicked.  ntHit^  iniglit  thiirouirh  pu, 

•d.  ni>  nuu  miaht  it  close; 

r  (ricudM,  aaa  tlosed  to  tlicir  foe*. 

r  aUtM  tlu-  porch  wm  fayrelf  wroucht, 
!««•  MRw  of  «ml*w.  Bod  more  amooth  «nd  fine, 
Tba  lett  ornarbU  br  from  Ireland  brongbt; 
t>wlbe  whirh  «as  nwl  a  vftiidring  vine, 
Eiitead with  •  wsnloa y~ 


Voka  dtp  barhinui  >  partrr  Mt«, 

U15  md  uclil  du^Ir  k^-pinK  wati.-h  uid  wud; 

5arBi8lit  iM<r  morJ  loot e.vmwe  Out  ortbo  fute, 

B«  la  r.>ti4  nrii'-r.  sin!  w  iili  -ii-w  mniriJ; 


Enlr  aad  hte  it  roog,  at  ereniug  and  at  prima. 

Aad  n>vnd  about  the  porch  on  orny  nda 

Tviae  Bxtwne  warden  utt,  all  armed  Dright 

la  tdiatrinic  uede,  and  ■tronstr  fortifyde: 

TaU  jeoDien  acnned  they  and  of  great  might, 

.lad  vFTC  ennnnKed  read;  still  for  fight. 

Hf  tano  aa  Alma  paaaed  with  her  gueatea, 

TWt  did  ohejraaunoe,  aa  beaeemed  right, 

AnJ  tbm  againe  retoiimed  to  their  reatft: 

IW  porter  eke  to  her  did  lout  with  bumhle  geatea. 

Ikttoe  abe  them  broogfat  into  a  stately  hall, 
VVann  were  man/  lablea  fajre  diipred, 
Aad  r«*dT  di^ht  with  dnpets  featiTall, 
Afanut  the  Tianitdes  ahoiud  be  miuialrcd. 


Afanin  me  Tiautuee  auoiua  oe  mmuin:< 
JU  th'  npper  end  there  Hte,  jolad  in  red 
Itowne  to  the  ground,  ft  comely  peraonsg 
ThM  in  hia  haad  a  whil«  rod  menaged ; 
'  Bt  iteward  waa,  bight  Diet  1  T71W  of  a«e, 
SaA ia  iImwiiiiiii  aifmr  Moaia  eomtm  t 


s 


_-«^  vixc  Kiiclim  rowme,  ne  spar 

It  was  a  vaut  ybuilt  for  great  dl 
With  mauy  raun^es  rcard  alonff 
And  one  great  chimney,  whose  Ic 
The  smoke  forth  threw :  and  in  t 
There  placed  was  a  caudron  wide 
Upon  a  mightie  fomace,  burning 
More  wliott  then  Aetn*,  or  flamin 
For  day  and  night  it  brent,  ue  ces 
So  long  as  any  thing  it  in  ike  cauc 

But  to  delay  the  heat,  least  by  mu 
It  might  breake  out  and  set  the  wl 
There  added  was  by  goodly  ordlna 
An  huge  great  payre  of  bellowes,  w 
Ck>ntinualiy,  and  cooling  breath  ins 
About  the  caudron  many  cookes  ac 
With  hookes  and  ladles,  as  need  di 
The  whyles  the  viaundes  in  the  yea 
They  did  about  their  businesse  swei 

The  maister  cooke  was  cald  Conooc 
A  carefull  man,  and  full  of  comely  i 
The  kitchin  clerke,  thathight  Digc 
Did  order  all  th'  achites  in  seemeh 
And  set  them  forth,  as  well  he  coul 
The  rest  had  severall  f^fR^ — 


TKI  riVBIl  QtJEBKE. 

TbicB  trtoSlf  onUr  and  ermX  irorkiuans  skill 

WUsM  llw»  kniiibU  MiAd.  •rilh  ran  dfiwl  i 

lad  ciiwE  wuoiiiT  tbfj'  tlii-ir  mindoii  did  dll; 

For  wvrhad  tin?  Hani!  lu  ■trauiiffe  a  li^^t. 

TSan  hackir  igiaiar  fur*  Alinu  lad  them  rigbt, 

&b1  Mxnf  iato  a  icoodly  parlikur  brought, 

TW  w  itll  myali  arra*  ndily  dl^lit. 

U  wWii  w»i  DoUtinspourtmliedaor  nraagtit; 

54l  nonpfat  Bar  padnrnhod,  but  osa'w  to  be  tiiouglit: 

iai  b  lb*  Dudnt  Umeof  upon  the  Qaare 
X  htvolr  bev7  of  &ire  kdini  wte, 
riiiiil  of  naay  s  iollj  paramoure, 
IWwkidi  tbem  did  in  uioilut  wucamalet 
lad  mfk  ona  ■ooghl  hia  ladj  lu  mtqnie: 


I  wanajiL 


,  being  reU)urui!i 
Frca  kia  fiom  warrM.  and  haiiuK  from  him 
Hn  BMiU  bow,  wbenwitL  Ue  tbuiuuid^t  bath 

Dm»edelightetfi«3rfowndUuDidTMtopkuai  1 

Scnr  Moc  in  aweet  eoiuM;  tomo  laogbt  for  ion 

&jnr  dIm  with  strmirM;  aome  ydlj  aUt  at  ease; 

Bat  aa«n  aome  eo«dd  not  abide  to  Iot, 

AO  iJiaaaiimi  waa  to  tfaem  griefe  and annor: 

TUa  &o(mdi  that  bund;  ths  third  for  ahame  did  bltuh; 


le  did  huh. 

SoOM  aa  the  grackxia  Alma  eaae  in  place,  86 

Thn  all  attonce  ovt  of  their  taatea  aroae, 

Attct  to  her  homaxe  made  with  hamble  giaiw: 

'Whom  when  the  knigfata  beheld,  tiwy  nn  diapoae 

Thfrnadre*  to  court,  and  aach  a  danusll  chose: 

The  priaoe  br  f^hannee  did  on  a  ladj  light. 

That  w-aa  ri^t  faire  and  frcah  aa  monmiff  i«ae, 

Bin  •onurvbat  aad  and  aolemne  eke  in  eight. 

la  if  BOBM  paoatre  thonght  eonatraind  her  gende  iplight. 

—  -  ~.v'  vviple  pall,  whoea  ikiit  with  gold  SI 

Waa  fretted  all  aooat,  ahe  waa  arayd ; 

And  IB  ber  hand  a  poplar  braunoh  did  bold: 

To  wboia  the  prinee  in  eourteona  maaer  aajrd) 

"  Geatle  Madlme,  why  beetle  y«  thoa  diimayd, 

lad  jtnr  bin  beiNitie  doe  wiUi  aadnee  ipillP 

Una  aar  that  job  hath  diia  ill  apayd  9 

Or  doen  70a  Im,  or  doen  TOO  lack  jonr  will  f 

nataew  baa  lW*BBa4  (f  «Bn)  fwwaniM  JOB  ilL" 


The  prince  was  inly  moved  at  her  speach, 
AVell  weetinp  trew  what  she  had  rashly  U 
Yet  with  faire  semblaiint  sought  to  hyde 
Which  chaiinpe  of  colour  did  perforce  uni 
Now  seexninf?  flaming  whott,  now  stony  o 
Tho,  turning  soil  aside,  he  did  inquyre 
"What  wight  she  was  that  poplar  braimch 
It  answered  was,  her  name  was  Prays-des 
That  by  well  doing  sought  to  honour  to  ai 

Hie  whiles  the  Faery  knight  did  ehtertain 
Another  damsell  of  that  gentle  crew. 
That  was  right  fay  re  and  modest  of  demai 
But  that  too  ofl  sue  chaungd  her  native  i 
Straunge  was  her  tyre,  and  all  her  garmei 
Close  rownd  about  her  tuckt  with  many  a 
Upon  her  fist  the  bird  which  shonneth  vev 
And  keeps  in  coverts  close  from  hving  wis 
Did  sitt,  as  yet  ashamd  how  rude  Pan  did 

80  long  as  Guyon  with  her  communed. 
Unto  &e  grownd  she  cast  her  modest  eye. 
And  ever  and  anone  with  rosy  red 
The  bashfall  blood  her  snowy  cheekes  did 
That  her  became  as  polisht  yvorv 
'Which  cunning  craftesman  hand  hath  ove 


Boad^botiiionabMilillbr  flume  43 

Hdd  <kmiie  her  Kmo,  the  triiUM  her  brdy  ftoD 
1W  iMfaing  Uood  wioi  bloriiiog  did  inflame, 
AedtfceetTOogpMriim  meld  httrinodert  grace, 
TWlGi^jon  meirejIdAtherniiecmthcaee; 
T91  Alaa  h^  bcepelce;  **  Why  wonder  jee. 
Fain  nr,  at  that  whieh  ye  ao  much  embraoe? 
8ke  ii  the  fttontaine  of  yoor  modeatee  I 
IiaihamefiMt  aie»  hut  Shamefcatnea  itaeUe  ia  ahee." 


Am^  the  Sfe  did  hhiah  in  priTitee,  4i 

lad  tend  hie  ftoeacwm^;  hat  ahe  the  aame 

IWmbled  ftiie*  and  ajnd  to  overaee. 

TIm  thex  awhile  with  court  and  fpoSfy  ome 

HtfiaaelTea  did  aolace  eaeh  one  with  hia  dame^ 

liQ  that  great  Imdj  thence  awaj  them  aoo^ 

To  Tew  her  caatlea  other  wondrooa  firame: 

Up  to  a  alatdy  tnmi  ahe  them  hrougfat, 

^*— >^*^  bj  ten  atcpa  of  alafaaater  wrong^t. 

TVat  tnrreta  frame  most  admirable  was,  45 

Lke  hUcfaest  faeaTcn  compassed  around, 

Ani  liftod  high  &boTe  this  earthly  masse, 

^liich  it  sorrewd,  as  hUs  doen  lower  (rroond: 

Bat  aot  on  irround  inote  like  to  this  be  found; 

y<A  that,  wliich  antique  Cadmus  whylome  built 

II  T:iebe9.  which  Alexander  did  confound; 

>'cT  that  proud  towre  of  Trc^,  thouch  richly  guilt,     [spilt. 

Fran  which  young  Hectors  blood  oy  cruell  Greekes  was 

The  roofe  hereof  was  arched  over  head,  46 

Azkd  deckt  with  flowres  and  herbars  daintily ; 

Tw<*  coodly  beacons,  set  in  watches  stead, 

IVrrm  gare  light,  and  flamd  continually: 

F-jr  they  of  lirincr  fire  most  subtilly 

Wen^  made,  and  set  in  silver  sockets  bright, 

Corer'd  mith  lids  deviz'd  of  substance  sly. 

That  readily  they  shut  and  open  might. 

0,  V  Du  can  tell  the  prayaea  of  that  makera  might  I 

5e  ran  I  telL  ne  can  I  stay  to  tell,  47 

Thi§  parts  creat  workemanship  and  wondrous  powre. 

That  ail  this  other  worldes  worke  dotli  excell, 

Aad  likest  is  unto  that  heavenly  towre 

That  God  hath  built  for  his  owne  blessed  bowre. 

TWmn  were  divers  rowmes.  and  divers  stages ; 

Bot  three  the  chiefest  and  or  greatest  powre, 

la  which  thore  dwelt  three  honorable  BMges, 

Tkt  viaeat  wm^  I  wmau^  ibjUJired  in  their  agei. 
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Not  He,  wHom  Greece,  the  nonne  of  aJl  ^ood 
By  Phcebus  doome  the  wisest  thought  ahTe* 
Might  be  compared  to  these  by  many  parts : 
Nor  that  safxc  Pjlian  s^Te,  whieh  did  sumve 
Three  ages,  such  as  mortall  men  contrire^ 
Bv  whose  advise  old  Friams  dttie  fell, 
"V^ith  these  in  praise  of  pollicies  mote  strire. 
These  three  in  these  thrce  rowmes  did  sondiy  dweU* 
And  counselled  faire  Alma  how  to  governe  welL 

I  The  first  of  them  could  things  to  come  foresee ; 

I  The  next  could  of  thinges  present  best  adviie ; 
The  third  things  past  could  keep  in  memoree: 
So  that  no  time  nor  reason  could  arize, 
But  that  the  t^anie  could  one  of  these  oompriie. 
Forthy  the  first  did  in  the  forepart  sit, 
3*hat  nought  mote  hinder  his  quicke  preiodise ; 
He  had  a  sharpe  foresight  and  working  wit 
That  never  idle  was,  ne  once  would  rest  a  whit. 

Hifl  chamber  was  dispainted  all  within  SO 

With  soudrj-  colours,  in  the  which  were  writ 

Infinite  shapes  of  thinges  dispersed  thin ; 

Some  such  as  in  the  world  were  never  yit, 

Ne  can  devized  be  of  mortall  wit ; 

Some  daily  scene  and  knowen  by  their  names. 

Such  as  in  idle  fantasies  do  fiit ; 

Infemall  hags,  centaurs,  feendes,  hippodames. 

Apes,  lyons,  aegles,  owles,  fooles,  lovers,  children,  dames. 

And  all  the  chamber  filled  was  with  flyes  61 

AVhich  buzzed  all  about,  and  made  such  sound 

That  they  eiu-ombrcd  all  mens  eares  and  eyes; 

Like  many  swarmrs  of  bees  assembled  roimd. 

After  their  hives  with  honny  do  abound. 

All  those  were  idle  thoughtes  and  fantasies. 

Devices,  drcames,  opinions  unsound, 

Shewes,  visions,  sooth-sayes,  and  prophesies ;  ^ 

And  all  that  fained  is,  as  leasings,  tales,  and  lies. 

Emongst  them  all  sate  he  which  wonned  there,  62 

That  hight  Phantastcs  by  his  nature  trew; 

A  man  of  yearts  yet  fresh,  as  mote  appere. 

Of  swarth  complexion,  and  of  crabbed  hew. 

That  him  full  of  melancholy  did  shew ; 

Bent  hollow  beetle  browes,  sharpe  staring  eyes 

That  mad  or  foolish  seemd :  one  by  his  vew 
JUote  dccme  him  borne  with  i\\-d\TOOsed%V^eft, 
TMien  oblique  fatume  Bate  in  tK  Wxae  ol  «%cai^«&. 
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Wluim  Alma  haying  shewed  to  her  gaestes,  68 

Thenoe  brought  them  to  the  sooond  rowme,  whose  wals 

Were  painted  faire  with  memorable  pvtes 

Of  famous  wisards;  and  with  pictcurals 

Of  magistrates,  of  coarts,  of  tribunals, 

Of  conmien  wealthes,  of  states,  of  pollipy. 

Of  lawes,  of  iudgementes,  and  of  decretals. 

All  artcs,  all  science,  all  philosophy, 

And  all  that  in  the  world  was  ay  thought  wittily. 

Of  those  that  rowme  was  full ;  and  them  among  64 

There  sate  a  man  of  ripe  and  perfect  age, 

Who  did  them  meditate  all  his  life  long. 

That  throujich  continuall  practise  and  us4ge 

He  now  was  growne  right  wise  and  wondrous  sage : 

Great  plesure  had  those  straunger  knightes  to  see 

His  goodlr  reason  and  grave  personage. 

That  his  disciples  both  desyra  to  bee : 

But  Alma  thence  th^n  led  to  th'  hindmost  rowme  of  three. 

That  chamber  seemed  ruinous  and  old,  66 

And  therefore  was  removed  far  behind, 

Yet  were  the  wals,  that  did  the  same  uphold, 

Eiight  firme  and  stronff,  though  somwhat  they  dedind; 

And  therein  sat  an  old  old  man,  halfe  blind. 

And  all  decrepit  in  his  feeble  corse, 

Yet  lively  vigour  rested  in  his  mind. 

And  recompenst  them  with  a  better  scorse : 

Weake  body  well  is  chang'd  for  minds  redoubled  forse. 

This  man  of  infinite  remembraunce  was,  66 

And  things  foregone  through  many  ages  held. 

Which  he  recorded  still  as  they  did  pas, 

Ne  sufired  them  to  perish  through  long  eld. 

As  all  things  els  the  which  thi:*  world  doth  weld ; 

But  laid  them  up  in  liis  immortall  serine, 

Where  they  for  ever  incorrupted  dweld : 

The  warres  he  well  remembred  of  king  Nine, 

Of  old  Assaracus,  and  Inachus  divine. 

The  yeares  of  Nestor  nothing  were  to  his,  67 

Ne  yet  Mathusalem,  though  longest  liv'd; 
For  he  remembred  both  their  intancis : 
Ne  wonder  then  if  that  he  were  depriv'd 
Of  native  strength  now  that  he  them  surviv'd. 
His  chamber  all  was  hangd  about  with  rolls 
And  old  rec6rds  from  auncient  times  derivd. 
Some  made  in  hookg,  aome  in  long  parchment  scro&B, 
2!bs^  were  all  worm-eaten  and  ibB  of  canker  holes. 

Q 


!•, 


The  knigbtcs  there  entring  did  him  n 
Aud  wondred  at  his  endlesse  exercise 
Then  as  they  gan  his  hbrarj*  tc  rew, 
And  antique  reiresters  for  to  avise, 
There  chauncea  to  the  princes  hand  t< 
An  auDcient  booke,  hignt  Briton  Mot 
That  of  this  lands  first  conquest  did  d 
And  old  division  into  regiments. 
Till  it  reduced  wm  to  one  mans  gOTer 

Sir  Guyon  chaunst  eke  on  another  bo< 
That  hiffht  Antiquitee  qf  Faery  Lond 
In  which  whenas  he  greedily  (ud  look 
Th'  ofspiing  of  Elves  and  larres  ther 
As  it  delivered  was  from  hond  to  hon< 
Whereat  they,  burning  botii  with  fen 
Their  countreys  auncestnr  to  understc 
Crav'd  leave  of  Alma  and  that  aged  si 
To  read  those  bookes ;  who  gladly  gra 
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A  chronicle  of  Briton  Ui 
From  Brute  to  Uthers 


tiutibiBMM  wide  and  fiun, 

wJH  that  fivM  doet  borioir  lifb  and  lagtti, 

lifin  ooght  thjii  to  hor  lioago  in^  oompfu^ 
Whkk  t&ongh  Ikoai  oarth  ifc  be  dflirived  rights 
Tflk  dolk  itMUo  atrateh  fbrCh  to  hafwu  lught» 
AaiaQ  tlie  world  with  woodar  ofanpnd; 
lUor  hon,  exoeediiif  &r  iqj  night  1 
Kovihall  fraile  pea,  with  Ibar  diapuigodf 
f nowiwj  muh  aofwaina  gjkwy  and  graat  boontyhed ! 


, wofihjof  ICaBODianaaQ}; 

Or  nthar  worthy' of  great  Fhoeooi  xote^ 
IVknoA  the  nunai  of  great  Oaia  hilL 

Aai  triaaphea  of  fUeffneao  lofa,  ha  wxoisb 

Hit  all  the  goda  admiid  hia  loftr  note. 

Itt.  if  aoaM  nliah  of  that  heTetOf  k/ 

Hh  iearaed  danghtwa  woold  to  me  napott 

To  decfca  nnr  aong  withall,  I  would  atuj 

Tkj  atiarr,  O  aoferaine  Queena,  to  Uaaon  fkr  awajf • 


Hu  aanie,  O  •oreraine  <2<>mi^  thy  redm,  and  xaoe^        4 

From  this  reuomued  prioce  deriTed  arre, 

Wh<>  migfatiJT  upheld  that  rovall  maoe 

Wkico  now  thou  bear'st.  to  thee  descended  fane 

Fnxn  mifdiity  kings  and  conquerours  in  warre^ 

Thv  ftthers  and  great  grandfathers  of  old, 

Wboie  noble  de^  abo^e  the  northern  starre 

Iraat'Tnall  Fame  for  ever  hath  enrold ; 

If  in  that  old  mans  booke  th^  were  in  order  told. 

The  land  which  warlike  Britons  now  possesse,  5 

kad  therein  have  their  mighty  empire  raysd. 

In  antiqoe  timi*e  was  salvage  wildemesse, 

Unpe^^yted,  onmannurd,  unprord,  unorajid ; 

5e  van  it  inland  then,  ne  was  it  paysd 

Asui  the  ocean  waves,  ne  was  it  sought 

Of  zaerchAnts  farre  for  profits  therein  praysd ; 

Bci  was  all  desolate,  and  of  same  thought 

Bj  tern  to  have  bene  from  the  Celticke  mayn-land  brought. 

Ne  did  it  then  deserve  a  name  to  have,  6 

Till  that  the  venturous  mariner  that  wsy 

Learning  his  ship  from  those  white  rocks  to  sare, 

Which  ul  along  the  southeme  sea-coast  lay 

Tkreatning  unheedy  wrecke  and  rash  decay, 

For  saftety  that  same  lus  sea-marke  made, 

Aad  nam  a  it  Albiov  :  but  later  day, 

Fuding  in  it  fit  porta  for  fishers  trade, 

Gaa  mofe  the  same  ficeauent^  aad  further  to  inrtm. 


Bat  far  in  land  a  sahun  natkm  dwelt  f 

Of  hideooB  g:iaimt8,  and  Italfe-beastlj  men. 

That  never  tasted  grace,  nor  ^poodnea  fdt ; 

Bat  wild  like  beaatea  larking  in  loathaome  den* 

And  flying  fast  aa  roebocke  throogh  the  fen. 

All  naked  without  ahame  or  eare  of  cold« 

By  hunting  and  by  apoifog  lireden ; 

Of  stature  nuge,  and  eke  cf  eorage  bold. 

That  aonnea  of  men  amaid  their  stemeeae  to  behold. 

Bat  whence  th^  apnmg,  or  how  th^  were  begott*  8 

Uneath  is  to  aasureb;  nneath  to  wene 

That  monstroua  error  whieh  doth  some  aaaott, 

That  Diocleaians  fifty  dandliten  ahene 

Into  this  land  by  channoe  liaTO  driren  bene ; 

Where,  companing  with  feenda  and  filthy  aprighta 

Through  yaine  illusion  of  their  lost  unclene. 

They  brought  forth  geaunts,  and  such  dreadful  wights 

As  tar  exceed  men  in  their  immeasurd  mights. 

lliey  held  this  land,  and  with  their  filthinesse  9 

Polluted  this  same  gentle  soyle  long  time ; 

That  their  owne  mother  loatnd  their  beastlinessc, 

And  gan  abhorre  her  broods  unkindly  crime. 

All  were  they  borne  of  her  owne  native  slime : 

Until  that  Brutus,  anciently  deriv'd 

From  roiall  stocke  of  old  Assaracs  line, 

IWven  by  fatall  error  here  arriv'd. 

And  them  of  their  unjust  possession  depriy'd. 

But  ere  he  had  established  his  throne,  10 

And  spred  his  empire  to  the  utmost  shore, 

He  fouffht  great  nitteilB  with  his  salvage  fone ; 

In  which  he  them  defeated  evermore. 

And  manv  giaunts  left  on  groning  flore : 

That  well  can  witness  yet  unto  tfiiR  Hay 

The  westeme  Hogh,  besprinded  with  the  gore 

Of  mighty  Groemot,  whome  in  stout  tray 

Gonneus  conquered,  and  cruelly  did  slay. 

And  eke  that  ample  pitt,  yet  far  renownd  U 

For  the  large  leape  which  Debon  did  compeU 
Coulin  to  imike,  being  eight  lugs  of  grownd, 
Into  the  which  retouming  backe  he  fell : 
Bat  those  three  monstrous  stones  doe  most  exceU 
"Which  that  huge  sonne  of  hideous  Albion, 
l^oise  father  Hercules  in  Fraunoe  did  queU, 
Oreat  Gothner  threw,  in  fierce  coTi\An\\oii, 
At  bold  Curatus ;  bat  cllma  waa  fS^Kai<d  axioiiu 
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In  meed  of  ihese  great  conqoeats  by  them  gott,  12 

Corineiu  had  that  province  utmost  west 

To  him  asai^ed  for  his  worthy  lott. 

Which  of  his  name  and  memorable  gest 

He  odled  Comwaile,  yet  so  called  best : 

And  Debons  sharre  wasj  that  is  Devonshyre: 

Bat  Canute  had  his  portion  from  the  rest, 

The  which  he  cald  Canutium,  for  his  hyre ; 

Now  Cantiam,  which  Kent  we  oomenly  inquyre. 

Tbxa  Brute  this  realme  unto  his  rule  subdewd,  13 

And  raiffned  long  in  great  felicitjr, 

LoT*d  of  his  freends,  and  of  his  foes  eschewd : 

He  left  three  sonnes,  his  famous  progeny, 

Borne  of  &yre  Inogene  of  Italy ; 

Mongst  whom  he  parted  his  imperiall  state, 

And  liocrine  left  cniefe  lord  of  Britany. 

At  last  ripe  age  bad  hiin  surrender  late 

His  life,  and  long  good  fortune,  unto  finall  fate. 

Locrine  was  left  the  soveraiDe  lord  of  all ;  14 

But  Albanact  had  all  the  northerae  part, 

Which  of  himselfe  Albania  he  did  call ; 

And  Camber  did  possesse  the  westeme  quart, 

Which  Seveme  now  from  Locris  doth  oepart : 

And  each  his  portion  peaceably  enioyd, 

Ne  was  there  outward  breach,  nor  grudge  in  hart. 

That  once  their  quiet  government  annoyd ; 

But  each  his  paynes  to  others  profit  still  employd. 

Untill  a  nation  straung,  with  visage  swart  15 

And  corage  fierce  that  all  men  didf  afiray, 

Which  through  the  world  then  swarmd  in  every  part. 

And  overflowd  all  countries  far  away, 

like  Noyes  great  fiood,  with  their  imp6rtune  sway. 

This  land  invaded  with  like  violence, 

And  did  themselves  through  all  the  north  display : 

Untill  that  Locrine  for  his  realmes  defence, 

Did  head  against  them  make  and  strong  munificence. 

He  them  encountrfx^  .« confused  rout,  16 

Foreby  the  river  that  whyl6me  was  bight 
The  ancient  Abus,  where  with  courage  stout 
He  them  defeated  in  victorious  fifjht. 
And  chaste  so  fiercely  after  fearetull  flight. 
That  forst  their  chieietain,  for  his  safeties  sake, 
(Their  cMefeUu'a  Humber  named  was  aright,) 
Unio  the  mighty  streame  him  to  betake 
TVierehean  end  ofbatteill  and  of  life  did  make. 


The  king  retonned  proad  of  Tietorj.  17 

And  insolent  wox  tliroadi  unwonted  eaie^ 

That  diortly  he  forgot  the  iec^pardj, 

Wluch  in  hi8  land  he  latdj  did  appease. 

And  fell  to  vaine  rdnptaoos  disease : 

He  loT'd  faire  Lsdie  Esti^  leadly  lor'd. 

Whose  wanton  pleasores  him  too  much  did  please, 

Tliat  gaite  his  hart  from  Gaendolene  remor  d. 

From  ijraendolene  his  wi^  though  ahraies  faithful  pror^d. 


The  noble  daoghter  of  CorinSns  18 

Would  not  endure  to  bee  so  rile  disdaind, 

But,  gathering  force  and  ooraffs  Taloroos, 

Enoountred  him  in  batteill  wdl  ordaind, 

In  which  him  yanquisht  she  to  fly  oonstraind : 

But  she  so  fast  pursewd,  that  him  she  tooke 

And  threw  in  bands,  whiere  he  till  death  remaind : 

Als  his  faire  leman  flying  through  a  brooke 

She  orerhent,  nought  mored  with  her  piteous  looke. 

But  both  herselfe,  and  eke  her  daughter  deare  19 

Begotten  by  her  kioffly  psramoure. 

The  faire  Sabrina,  almost  dead  with  feare, 

She  there  attached,  far  from  all  succcurc : 

The  one  she  slew  in  that  impatient  stoure ; 

But  the  sad  virein  innocent  of  all, 

Adowne  the  rolling  riyer  she  did  poure, 

Which  of  her  name  now  Seveme  men  do  call : 

8uch  was  the  end  that  to  disloyall  lore  did  fall. 

Then  for  her  sonne,  which  she  to  Locrin  bore,  20 

Qiadan  was  young,  unmeet  the  rule  to  sway,) 

In  her  owne  hand  the  crowne  she  kept  in  store. 

Till  lyper  drears  he  raught  and  stronger  Btay : 

During  which  time  her  powre  she  did  display 

Through  all  this  realme,  the  glory  of  her  sex, 

And  furst  taught  men  a  woman  to  obay : 

But,  when  her  sonne  to  mans  estate  did  wex. 

She  it  surrendred,  ne  her  selfe  would  lenger  yex. 

Hio  Madsn  raignd,  unworthie  of  his  race :  £J 

For  with  all  shame  that  sacred  throne  he  nid. 

Next  Mempaise,  as  unworthy  of  that  nlace. 

In  which  bein^  consorted  with  Manila, 

For  thirst  of  smgle  kingdom  him  he  kild. 

Bat  Ebnnck  salred  both  their  infamies 

With  noble  dcedes,  and  warre^d  on  Brunchild 
Id  SenBuh,  where  yet  of^  'vicUmes 
%iF0  moDunentii  reinaine»  niYuiidb  "y^^  \!i[^\KiA  ^is^ns^ 
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Aali^ipgrmaiiinhiafirBtdftyeshe  WM,  22 

And  liapp7  fiither  of  faire  progeny : 

For  all  BO  many  weekes,  aa  toe  yeare  has. 

So  many  children  he  did  multiply ; 

Of  whicn  were  tvrentie  sonnes,  which  did  apply 

Their  mindes  to  prayse  and  cheTalrous  desyre: 

Those  germans  did  sabdew  all  Grermany, 

Of  whom  it  hight ;  bat  in  the  end  their  syre 

With  foule  repoUe  from  Frannoe  was  forced  to  re^yre. 

Whidh  blott  his  sonne  succeeding  in  his  seat,  23 

The  second  Brute,  the  second  both  in  name 

And  eke  in  semblaunce  of  his  puissaunce  great, 

Bittht  well  recur'd,  and  did  away  that  blame 

With  recompence  of  ererlasting  fame: 

He  with  his  yictour  sword  first  opened 

The  bowels  of  wide  Fraunce,  a  forlome  dame, 

And  taught  her  first  how  to  be  conquered ; 

Since  which,  with  sondrie  spoiles  sue  hath  been  ransacked. 

Let  Scaldis  tell,  and  let  tell  Hania,  24 

And  let  the  marsh  of  Esthambruges  tell, 

What  colour  were  their  waters  that  same  day. 

And  all  the  moore  twixt  Elversham  and  Dell, 

With  blood  of  Henalois  which  therein  felL 

How  oft  that  day  did  sad  Brunchildis  see 

The  greene  shield  dyde  in  dolorous  vermeil  P 

That  not  scnith  guiridh  it  mote  seeme  to  bee. 

But  rather  y  seuith  gogh,  signe  of  sad  crueltee. 

His  Sonne  kin^  Leill,  by  fathers  labour  long,  25 

Eniovd  an  hentage  of  lasting  peace, 

And  built  Cairleill,  and  built  Oairleon  strong. 

Next  Huddibras  his  realme  did  not  encrease. 

But  taught  the  land  from  wearie  wars  to  cease. 

Whose  footsteps  Bladud  following,  in  artcs 

Exceld  at  Athens  all  the  learned  preace, 

From  whence  he  brought  thera  to  these  salvage  parts, 

And  with  sweet  science  mollifide  their  stubborne  harts. 

Ensample  of  his  wondrous  faculty,  26 

Behold  the  boy  ling  baths  at  Cairdabon, 
Which  seeth  with  secret  fire  eternally. 
And  in  their  entrailles,  full  of  quick  Drimst6n, 
Nourish  the  flames  which  they  are  warmd  upon. 
That  to  their  people  wealth  they  forth  do  well. 
And  health  to  every  forreyne  nation : 
Yei  be  at  last,  contendiaff  to  exceii 
The  reach  of  men,  through  Bight  into  fondmMMiiei  fe\L 


Next  him  king  Leyr  in  bappie  peace  long  njnd,  27 

But  had  no  issue  male  him  to  sacceed. 

But  three  faire  daushten,  which  were  weU  uptraind 

In  all  that  seemed  ntt  for  kingly  teed ; 

Mongst  whom  his  realme  he  equally  decreed 

To  have  divided :  tho,  when  feeble  age 

Nigh  to  his  utmost  date  he  saw  proceed. 

He  cald  his  daughters,  and  with  speechea  sage 

Inquyrd,  which  of  them  most  did  lore  her  parentage. 

The  eldest  GonoriU  gan  to  protest,  28 

That  she  much  more  than  her  owne  life  him  lor'd; 

And  Began  greater  lore  to  him  profest 

Then  alTthe  world,  whenever  it  were  proov'd ; 

But  Cordeill  said  she  loved  him  as  behoov'd : 

Whose  simple  answere,  wanting  colours  fayre 

To  paint  ittorth,  him  to  displeasaunce  moov'd. 

That  in  his  crown  he  counted  her  no  hayre, 

But  twixt  the  other  twain  his  kingdom  whole  did  shajrre. 

So  wedded  th'  one  to  Maglan  king  of  Scottes,  29 

And  th'  other  to  the  kine:  of  Cambria, 

And  twixt  them  sha^Td  his  reahne  by  equall  lottes ; 

But,  without  dowre,  the  wise  Cordeba 

Was  sent  to  Aganip  of  Celtica : 

Their  aged  Bvre,  thus  eased  of  his  crowne, 

A  private  life  ledd  in  Albania 

With  Gonorill,  long  had  in  great  renowne. 

That  nought  him  griev'd  to  oeene  from  rule  deposed  downe. 

But  true  it  is  that,  when  the  oyle  is  spent,  30 

The  light  goes  out,  and  weeke  is  throwne  away ; 

So,  when  he  had  resignd  his  regiment. 

His  daughter  gan  despise  his  drouping  day, 

And  wearie  wax  of  his  continual]  stay ; 

Tho  to  his  daughter  Began  he  repayrd. 

Who  him  at  first  well  used  every  way ; 

But,  when  of  his  departure  she  despayrd, 

Her  bountie  she  abated,  and  his  cheare  empayrd. 

The  wretched  man  gan  then  avise  too  late,  32 

Tliat  love  is  not  where  most  it  is  profest ; 

Too  truely  tryde  in  his  extremest  state  I 

At  last,  resolv'd  likewise  to  prove  the  rest. 

He  to  Cordelia  himselfe  addrest. 

Who  with  entyre  affection  him  receav'd, 

As  for  her  svre  and  king  her  seemed  best ; 

And  after  all  an  army  strong  she  leav'd, 

To  war  on  thoee  which  him  had  of  his  realme  bereay'd. 
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So  to  his  erowno  she  him  r^stord  acawe ; 
In  which  he  dyde,  mode  ripe  for  death  by  e\ 
And  after  wild  it  should  to  her  remdne : 
■Who  pettceabl.r  the  aamc  long  fimo  did  irold 
And  all  mens  horta  in  den  obedience  held ; 
Tili  that  her  aiaters  chiidren,  woien  strong. 
Hirough  iiroad  ambition  againet  her  rebeld, 
And  overcominen  kept  in  prison  long. 
Till  wcarj  of  that  wretched  hfe  hereelfe  she  hoog. 

Then  gan  the  bloody  brethren  both  to  raine; 

Bnt  fierce  Cundali  gan  shortly  to  envy 

His  brother  Morgan,  prickt  with  [iroud  disdaine 

To  have  a  pero  in  pact  of  Boveroiaty; 

And,  Itifldling  coles  of  cmell  enmity, 

Saisd  warre,  and  him  io  batteill  overthrew: 

Whence  as  io  to  those  woody  hilles  did  fly. 

Which  hiuht  of  bim  Glanioryan,  there  him  slew; 

Ihea  did  he  ruignu  alone,  when  he  none  equal  knew. 

Hia  soime  Bivall'  hia  dead  rowme  did  anpplr; 
In  whoM  sad  time  blood  did  from  heaven  r^ne. 
Hflxtgreftt  GurgustuB,  then  faire  Cscity. 


d  Gwbognd,  till  far  in  years  he  grew: 

Then  hu  ambitious  sonnee  unt<i  them  twarne 
AnatuAit  the  rule,  and  from  their  father  anw; 
StontFerrex  and  Bterne  Forrex  him  in  prison  threw. 

Bat  O I  the  greedy  thirst  of  rtiyatl  crowne. 
That  knowes  no  kinred,  nor  regardee  no  right, 
Stird  Porrez-up  to  put  his  brother  downs ; 
Who,  onto  bim  BBsembling  forreigne  might, 
Made  mure  on  him,  and  fell  himseUe  in  fight ; 
WImbo  death  t'  avenge,  hia  mother  mercilesae, 
Moat  meicilesae  of  women,  Wyden  bight. 
Her  other  aonne  last  sleeping  did  oppreaBe, 
And  with  moat  cruell  hand  him  muroied  pittilease. 


, is  Bceptre  borne 

With  hish  renowme  and  great  felicity : 

The  noble  brauneh  from  tli'  Antique  atocke  wai  toma 

lliroagh  discord,  and  the  roiall  throne  forlome. 

Tlienceforth  tiiii  realme  was  into  factiona  rent, 

Whilest  eachof  firutua  boait«d  to  be  home, 

Iliat  in  the  end  was  left  no  moniment 

Of  Snitua,  nor  of  Britona  gUtiio  nuuaexA. 
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Then  up  arose  a  maa  of  matchlMise  migbt.  87 

And  wondroui  wit  lo  menage  liiirfi  affayres, 

Who,  Htird  with  pitty  of  tlie  stressed  plight 

Of  this  sad  realmp.  out  into  aondry  shnyivfi 

By  such  as  claynid  themselTea  Brutm  rightful!  lutyres, 

Gstlu^red  the  princes  of  the  people  loose 

To  taken  coimsel!  of  their  common  cares ; 

Who,  nitli  his  wisedom  won.  him  itrciKJit  did  choow 

Their  king,  and  swore  him  fealtj  to  nin  or  louse. 

Then  made  he  head  against  his  enimies,  88 

And  Ymner  elew  of  Lopris  miscrente ; 

Then  Huddoc  Vid  prond  Stater,  both  ollyes, 

This  of  Albdnj  iie«l,v  nomioate, 

And  that  of  Lambry  kin^  confirmed  lot^. 

He  OTerthrcw  through  his  owno  valiauneej 

Who*e  eminlriei  lie  redus'd  to  quiet  state. 

And  shortly  brouoht  to  civile  govemaunee. 

Now  one,  whieh  earst  were  mntij'  made  through  variaonce. 

llten  made  he  sacred  lawes,  which  tome  men  say  39 

Were  unto  him  reveald  in  TJston ; 

Bv  which  he  freed  the  traveilers  high-way, 

The  churches  part,  and  ploughmans  ])ortion, 

Kestraining  stealth  and  strong  extortion ) 

The  gratious  Numa  of  great  Britanv: 

For,  till  his  dayea,  the  ehiefe  dominion 

Br  strength  was  wielded  without  pollicy: 

Therefore  he  first  wore  ciowne  of  gold  for  dignity. 

Donwallo  dyde,  (for  what  may  lire  for  ay  P)  40 

And  left  two  aonnes,  of  pearelesse  prowesse  both, 

Hiat  sacked  Borne  too  deaiely  did  assay, 

Hie  Tecompence  of  their  periured  oth ; 

And  ruiBackt  Greece  wel  tryde,  whe^  they  were  wroth. 

Besides  subiected  France  and  Germany. 

Which  yet  their  praises  speske,  all  be  they  loth. 

And  inly  tremble  at  the  memory 

Of  Brennns  and  Belinus,  Idnges  of  fintany. 

Hezt  them  did  Gui 

In  rule  socceede,  ai ._ ^ , 

He  Kasterland  subdewd,  and  Denmarke  wonne. 
And  of  them  both  did  foj  and  tribute  raise. 
The  which  wu  dew  in  his  dead  fathers  daies ; 
He  also  gave  to  fugitives  of  Spayne, 
Whom  he  at  sea  found  wandnng  firom  their  waies, 

ite  in  Ireland  »M\y  to  remayne, 

ifc  th^  should  hold  of  him  as  nbiect  to  Biiliyna. 
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After  hiin  raifcni^d  Guitholine  his  harre, 
The  iu9t<»t  man  and  trewest  in  his  daiee, 
Wlio  bad  to  irife  Dame  Mertia  the  fayre, 
A  woman  worthy  of  immortall  praise, 
Which  for  Ihia  realnie  fowid  many  (fOodlT  lay 
And  whoWome  statulca  to  hor  husband  brou( 
Her  many  deemd  to  hare  becnp  of  the  Fayes, 
As  was  Aeiteri^  that  Nuina  tonght ; 
Those  yet  of  her  be  Mertian  lawes  1         lai 

Her  Sonne  Sifillus  after  her  did  rajTie ; 

And  then  Kimarue;  and  then  Daniua; 

Next  whom  Uorindus  did  the  erowtie  Eustayne; 

Who,  had  he  not  witU  wrath  outraceoua 

And  cruell  rancour  dim'd  his  Talorous 

And  miffhtie  deedes,  should  matched  have  the  best 

As  well  m  that  same  field  t?-~— - 


.     it  tlie  forreine  Morand^  he  esprest; 

Yet  livif  Ilia  mfiiioric,  lliijiii;h  riirt-iv.>ic  sleepc  in  rest 

Five  sonnes  he  left  begotten  of  one  wife. 
All  which  suecessirely  by  tumes  did  rayne : 
First  Gorboman,  a  man  of  Tirtnous  life; 
Next  Archigald.  who  for  his  proud  disdayna 
Deposed  was  from  piincedomc  soveFajrne, 
And  pitteous  Elidure  put  in  his  sted; 
Who  shortly  it  to  him  restord  a«ayae, 
Till  by  his  death  he  it  recovered ; 
But  f^ridore  and  Vigent  him  diathronisedt 

Ja  wretched  prison  long  he  did  remuDe. 
Till  they  out-raigned  hod  their  utmost  date. 
And  then  therein  rcseized  was  egaine, 
And  ruled  lona;  with  honorable  state. 
Till  he  lurrendred  realme  and  life  to  bte. 
Then  all  the  sonnes  of  these  fire  brethren  raynd 
By  dew  successe,  and  all  their  nephewes  late ; 
Even  thriso  eleven  desctnt*  the  crowne  retaynd. 
Till  aged  Hely  by  dew  hetitage  it  gaynd. 

He  had  two  sonnes,  whose  eldest,  called  Lnd, 

Left  of  his  life  most  famous  memory. 

And  endlesse  moniments  of  his  great  good: 

The  ruin'd  wale  he  did  refeditye 

Of  Troynovant,  gainst  force  of  eniiBj, 

And  built  that  gate  whirh  of  his  name  ii  higlil, 

^  which  be  lyes  entombed  solemnly: 

Be  left  two  sonnes,  lAO  young  to  rule  aright. 

Androgens  mad  Tenantius,  pictum  of  hit  TDSlfaJk 
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Whilst  they  were  young,  Cassibahme  their  erne 
Wbb  by  the  people  chosen  in  their  sted« 
Who  on  him  io<>ke  the  roiall  diademe, 
And  ffoodly  well  long  time  it  governed ; 
Till  the  prowde  Bomanes  him  disquieted. 
And  warlike  Ctesar,  tempted  with  the  name 
Of  this  sweet  island  never  conqoered, 
And  envying  the  Britons  biased  fame, 
(O  hideous  hunger  of  dominion!)  hether  oame. 

Yet  twise  they  were  rrauked  backe  againe. 

And  twise  renforst  backe  to  their  ships  to  flr; 

The  whiles  with  blood  they  all  the  shore  did  staine. 

And  the  gr&y  ocean  into  purple  dy : 

Ne  had  they  footing  found  at  last  perdie, 

Had  not  Androgeus,  false  to  native  soyle, 

And  envious  of  uncles  soveraintie, 

Betrayd  his  country  unto  forreine  spoyle. 

Nou^t  els  but  treason  from  the  first  this  land  did  foyle ! 

So  by  him  Cssar  got  the  victory,  40 

Through  great  blcKxished  and  many  a  sad  assay, 

In  which  himselfe  was  charged  heavily 

Of  hiurdy  Nennius,  whom  he  yet  did  slay, 

But  lost  his  sword,  yet  to  be  scene  this  day. 

Thenceforth  this  land  was  tributarie  made 

T*  ambitious  Home,  and  did  their  rule  obay. 

Till  Arthur  all  that  reckoning  defray d : 

Yet  oft  the  Briton  longs  against  them  strongly  swayd. 

l^'ext  him  Tenantius  raignd ;  then  Eimbeline,  50 

What  time  th'  Etemall  Lord  in  fleshly  slime 

Enwombed  was,  from  wretched  Adams  line 

To  purge  away  t  be  guilt  of  sinful  crime. 

O  ioyous  memorie  of  happy  time. 

That  heavenly  grace  so  plenteously  displayd ! 

O  too  high  ditty  for  my  simple  rime ! — 

Soone  after  this  the  Bomanes  him  warrayd ; 

For  that  their  tribute  he  refusd  to  let  be*  payd. 

Grood  Claudius,  that  next  was  emperour,  Si 

An  army  brought,  and  with  him  oatteile  fought, 

In  which  the  kmg  was  by  a  trcachetour 

Disguised  slaine,  ere  any  thereof  thought : 

Yet  ceased  not  the  bloody  fight  for  ought : 

For  Arvirage  his  brothers  place  supply de 

Both  in  his  armes  and  crowne,  ana  by  that  draught 

Did  drive  the  Bomanes  to  the  weaker  syde, 

That  thcgr  to  peace  agreed.    So  all  was  pacifyde. 
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Wat  never  king  more  hifMy  magnifide,  52 

Nor  dredd  of  Eomanes,  then  wbb  Arriraget 

For  which  the  emperour  to  him  allide 

His  daughter  Genuise'  in  marriage : 

Yet  shortly  he  renounst  the  vassallage 

Of  Borne  againe,  who  hether  hastljr  sent 

Vespasian,  that  with  great  spoils  and  rage 

Forwasted  all,  till  Genuissa  gent 

Pienuaded  him  to  ceasse,  and  her  lord  to  relent. 

He  dide;  and  him  sncceded  Marias,  53 

Who  ictyd  his  daves  in  sreat  tranqnillity. 

Then  CSoyll ;  and  after  him  gpood  Lucius, 

That  first  received  Christianity, 

The  sacred  pledge  of  Christes  J)nmgely, 

Tet  true  it  is,  that  long  before  that  day 

Hither  came  Joseph  of  Arimathy, 

Who  brouffht  with  him  the  Holy  Grayle,  (the^  say,) 

And  preacbt  the  truth ;  but  since  it  greatly  did  decay. 

This  good  king  shortly  without  issew  dide,  54 

Whereof  great  trouble  in  the  kingdome  grew. 

That  did  herselfc  in  sondry  parts  divide, 

And  with  her  powre  her  owne  selfe  overthrew, 

Whilest  KoQianes  daily  did  the  weake  subdew: 

Which  seeing,  stout  Bunduca  up  arose. 

And  taking  armes  the  Britons  to  her  drew: 

With  whom  she  marched  straight  against  her  foes. 

And  them  unwares  besides  the  Seveme  did  enclose* 

There  she  with  them  a  cruell  batteill  tryde,  55 

Not  with  80  good  successe  as  shee  deserv'd ; 

By  reason  that  the  captaines  on  her  syde. 

Corrupted  by  Faulinus,  from  her  swerv'd : 

Yet  such,  as  were, through  former  flight  prescrv'd. 

Gathering  againe,  her  host  she  did  renew, 

And  with  fresh  corage  on  the  victor  servd : 

But  being  all  defeated,  save  a  few, 

Bather  than  fly,  or  be  captiv'd,  herselfe  she  slew. 

O  famous  moniment  of  womens  prayse  I  56 

Matchable  either  to  Scmiramis, 

Whom  4nti(iue  history  so  high  doth  rayse. 

Or  to  Hypsiphir,  or  to  Thomiris : 

Her  host  two  hundred  thousand  numbred  is. 

Who,  whiles  good  fortune  favoured  her  might, 

Triumphed  oft  against  her  enemis ; 

And  yet,  though  overcome  in  haplesse  fight, 

Shee  triomphM.  on  death,  in  enemies  despighi. 
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Her  reliques  Fulgent  haying  gathered,  67 

Fought  with  Seyems,  and  him  orerthrew ; 

Tet  in  the  chace  was  slaine  of  them  that  ned : 

So  made  them  victors  whome  he  did  sabdew. 

Then  gan  Carausius  tiranniae  anew, 

And  gainst  the  Eomanes  bent  their  proper  powre ; 

But  him  AllectuB  treacheroosly  8lew» 

And  tooke  on  him  the  robe  of  emperoure ; 

Kathleese  the  same  enipjed  but  aliort  happjr  howie. 

For  Asdepiodate  him  oreroame,  58 

And  left  ingloriona  on  the  yanquiaht  playne. 

Without  or  robe  or  rag  to  hide  his  shame : 

Then  afterwards  he  in  his  stead  did  rai^e ; 

But  shorUj  was  by  CojU  in  batteill  slame : 

Who  after  Iod^  debate,  since  Lncies  tyme. 

Was  of  the  Bntons  first  <»ownd  soveraine : 

Then  san  this  realme  renew  her  passed  prime : 

He  of  bis  name  CSoylchester  built  of  stone  and  lime. 

Which  when  the  Bomanes  heard,  they  hether  sent  59 

Constantius,  a  man  of  mickle  might. 

With  whome  king  Coyll  made  an  agreement. 

And  to  him  gave  for  wife  his  daughter  bright, 

Faire  Helena,  the  fairest  living  wight. 

Who  in  all  godly  thewes  and  goodly  praise 

Did  far  ezoell,  but  was  most  famous  night 

For  skil  in  musicke  of  all  in  her  daies. 

As  well  in  curious  instruments  as  cunning  laies : 

Of  whome  he  did  great  Ck>nstantine  begett,  60 

Who  afterward  was  emperour  of  Kome ; 

To  which  whilea  absent  he  his  mind  did  sett, 

Octavius  here  lept  into  his  roome, 

And  it  usurped  by  unrighteous  doome :  • 

But  he  his  title  iustiiide  by  might, 

Slaying  T^raheme,  and  having  overcome 

llie  Bomane  legion  in  dreadmll  fight : 

So  settled  he  his  kingdome,  and  oonfirmd  his  right : 

But,  wanting  yssew  male,  his  daughter  deare  61 

He  gave  in  wedlocke  to  Maximian, 

Andhim  with  her  made  of  his  kingdome  heyre. 

Who  soone  by  meanes  thereof  the  empire  wan. 

Till  murdred  hy  the  fireends  of  Gratian. 

Then  gan  the  Hunnes  and  Ficts  invade  this  land, 

Duiin^  the  raigne  of  Maximinian ; 

Who  dying  len  none  heire  them  to  withstand : 

Bat  thai  th^  oveixaa  all  parts  with  easy  hand. 
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The  weary  Britons,  wlipse  war-hable  youth 
Was  by  Maximiuii  lately  ledd  away. 
With  wreluhcd  mineryes  and  woefull  rath 


o  those  puKsiiB  made  an  open  pray. 
And  dully  gpectaoTe  of  sod  decay ; 

Whome  Boninnt'  warres,  irhich  now  fowr  hundred  yeares 
And  more  had  wasted  could  no  whit  diamoy; 
Til,  by  coiwent  of  Commotis  and  of  Pcares, 
They  crownd  the  second  ConHtantine  with  ioyoua  teares. 

Who  havinR  oft  in  batteill  vanquislied  l!3 

Those  spoylcfull  Picts,  and  swarming  EaiterlingB. 

Lont;  tiroo  in  peace  his  reahne  eitabli«lied, 

Yet  oft  annoyd  with  sondry  bordraginge 

Of  neighbour  Scots,  and  forrein  scatterlings 

With  which  the  world  did  in  those  dayes  aboiuid. 

Which  to  outbarre,  with  pninefull  pyonings 

From  sea  lo  sea  lie  lieapt  a  mighty  mound, 

Which  from  Alciuid  to  Panwelt  (ud  that  border  btxwnd. 

entree  lonnei  he  dyinK  left,  all  under  age ;  64 

By  meanes  whereof  their  uncle  Vortiaere 

Uim^t  the  crowne  during  titeir  pupillage; 

Which  th'  infants  tutors  ^thering  to  feare. 

Them  closely  into  Armonck  did  beare : 

For  dread  of  whom,  and  for  those  Picta  umoyea. 

He  sent  to  Germany  atraunge  ud  to  reare ; 

From  whence  cftsoooes  arrived  here  three  hoyea 

Of  Saxons,  whom  he  for  his  safety  imployes. 

Two  brethren  were  their  capitayna,  which  hight  6S 

Henaist  and  Horsus,  well  appror'd  in  «arre, 

And  Doth  of  them  men  of  renowmed  might ; 

Who  making  vantage  of  their  civile  iarre. 

And  of  those  forreyners  which  came  from  faiie. 

Grew  great,  and  got  large  portions  of  land. 

That  in  the  reolrae  ere  long  they  stronser  arre 

Tlien  they  which  sought  at  first  Uieir  helping  hand, 

And  Tortiger  enforst  the  kiugdome  to  aband. 

But,  by  the  heipe  of  Vortimere  his  soime,  66 

He  is  agsine  unto  his  rule  reatord ; 

And  Hen^st,  seeming  sad  for  that  was  donne, 

Beceived  ii  t«  grace  and  new  accord, 

Through  his  faire  daughters  face  and  flattring  irori: 

Sooae  afler  which,  three  hundred  lords  he  alew 

Of  Britjsh  blood,  all  sitting  at  his  bord; 

WhoM  dolefull  monimenta  who  lift  to  rew, 

TfaT  eternall  marki  of  treason  IIW7  kt  StODbs&ii  Y«ii . 
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By  this  the  sonnet  of  Coostantine,  which  fled,  07 

iLinbroee  and  Uther,  did  ripe  yeares  attayne, 

And,  here  amTing,  atroogly  challenged 

The  crowne  which  Yortiger  did  long  detayne: 

Who,  flying  from  his  guilt*  by  them  was  uavne; 

And  Hengist  eke  soone  broiLnkt  to  shameraJl  death. 

Thenceforth  Aurelins  peaceably  did  Ttme, 

Till  that  through  poyaon  stopped  was  his  breath ; 

So  now  entombed  liM  at  Stonebeng  by  the  heath. 

After  him  Uther,  whidi  Fendragon  hiffht,  6B 

Succeeding— There  abmptly  it  did  eno. 

Without  mU  point,  or  other  cesure  right : 

As  if  the  rest  some  wicked  hand  did  rend^ 

Or  th'  author  selfe  could  not  at  least  attend 

To  finish  it:  that  so  untimely  breach 

The  prince  himselfe  halfe  seemed  to  ofiend ; 

Yet  secret  pleasure  did  offence  empeach. 

And  wonder  of  antiquity  long  stopt  his  speach. 

At  last,  quite  ravisht  with  delight  to  heare  09 

The  royali  ofspring  of  his  native  land, 

Clyde  out ;  "  Deare  countrey !  O  how  dearely  deare 

Ought  thy  remembraunce  and  perpetuall  band 

Be  to  thy  foster  child,  that  from  thy  hand 

Did  commun  breath  and  nouriture  receave ! 

How  brutish  is  it  not  to  understand 

How  much  to  her  we  owe,  that  all  us  gave ; 

That  gave  unto  us  all  whatever  good  we  have !" 

^t  Guyon  all  this  while  his  booke  did  read,  70 

Ke  vet  lias  ended :  for  it  was  a  great 

And  ample  volume,  that  doth  far  excead 

My  leasure  so  long  leaves  here  to  repeat : 

It  told  how  first  f^roetheus  did  create 

A  man,  of  many  parts  from  beasts  deryv'd. 

And  then  stole  fire  from  heven  to  animate 

His  worke,  for  which  he  was  by  love  deprTv*d 

Of  life  himselfe,  and  hart*strings  of  an  aegle  lyr'd. 

That  man  so  made  he  called  Elfe,  to  weet  71 

Quick,  the  first  author  of  all  Elfin  Igrnd ; 

Who,  wandring  through  the  world  with  wearie  feet» 

Did  in  the  garains  of  Adonis  fynd 

A  goodly  creature,  whom  he  deemd  in  mynd 

To  DC  no  earthly  wight,  but  either  spright, 

Or  angell,  th*  authour  of  all  woman  kvnd; 

Therefore  a  Fay  he  her  according  ingtkt. 

Of  whom  all  Faiyes  apring,  and&toh  their  lignaga  loffidm 
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Of  theflo  ft  mighty  people  diortly  grew,  78 

Ajtd  puiMantlciiiges.  nhich  alt  uie  world  wairayd, 

And  to  tbemselvea  all  nntiona  did  eubdew: 

Tfi^  first  and  eldegt,-w[iii:!l  that  scepter  Bvrajd, 

Was  mlin ;  him  all  India  obajd, 

And  alt  that  now  Ami^rica  men  call : 

Next  him  was  noble  EIQnan,  who  laid 

Cleopolis  foujidfttioii  Orat  of  ail: 

But  £lfiline  endosd  It  with  a  golden  wall. 

Hii  Bonne  was  Elfinell,  who  overcame  73 

The  wicked  (Jobbelinea  in  bloody  field : 

But  Elfant  was  of  most  renowmed  fame, 

■Who  all  of  cbrialaU  did  Panthea  build ; 

Then  Elfar.  who  two  brethren  Kyauntes  kild, 

The  one  of  which  had  two  heades,  tb'  other  three : 

Then  ElSnor,  who  was  in  magick  skild; 

He  built  by  art  upOQ  the  glawiy  see 

A  bridge  of  braa,  whose  sound  tevena  thunder  seem'd  to  be. 

He  left  three  sonnes,  the  which  in  order  raynd,  71 

And  ftll  their  ofspring,  in  their  dew  descents ; 

Eren  seven  hunored  princes,  which  maintaynd 

With  migfatie  deedea  their  sondry  govenunentfli 

That  were  too  long  their  infinite  contenta 

Here  to  record,  ne  mnch  materiall: 

Tet  should  they  be  moat  famous  mon 

And  br»ve  ensample,  both  of  mortiall 

And  civil  role,  to  kingea  and  states  imperialL 

After  sll  these  Etficleot  did  rsyne. 
The  wise  Elficleoi  in  great  inaiestie. 
Who  mightilv  that  scepter  did  suatayne, 
And  wit£  ricu  apoyles  and  famous  victoria 
Did  hioji  sdvELunce  the  crowne  of  EaeTy: 
He  left  two  aonnea,  of  which  faire  Elferon, 
The  eldest  brother  did  untimel.y  dr; 
Whose  emptie  pkce  the  mightie  Oberon 
Donblj  supplide,  in  spousalTand  dominion. 

Grest  was  his  power  and  glorie  over  all 
Wiich,  him  before,  that  sacred  teste  did  fill 
Tbat  yet  remaines  his  wide  memoriall  i 
He  dying  left  the  fairest  Tansiiuill, 
Hun  to  SDOoeede  therein,  by  his  Isst  will  t 
Fsirer  and  nobler  liveth  none  this  howrs. 
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Beffajld  thus  with  delight  of  novelties. 

And  n&tmall  desire  of  ooontr/es  stftts. 

So  long  they  redd  in  those  antiquities, 

That  how  the  time  was  fled  they  quite  forgate; 

Till  gentle  Alma,  seeing  it  so  late. 

Perforce  their  stadies  broke,  and  them  besooght 

To  thinke  how  supper  did  them  long  awaite : 

So  halfe  unwflling  from  their  bookes  them  brought, 

And  fayrely  fSdasted,  as  so  noble  knightes  she  ou^^hL 
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rbe  cniioiet  of  Tempertunee 
BMkge  her  dwoUing  pUoe ; 

Frinoe  Arthore  tliem  repeUa,  and  fbwle 
Hmlcger  doth  deface. 

Whit  warre  so  cruel,  or  what  siege  so  sore. 
As  that  which  stroof?  AfTections  doe  apply 
Against  the  forte  of  Reason  evermore. 
To  bring  the  sowle  into  captivity ! 
Their  force  is  fiercer  through  infirmity 
Of  the  fraile  flesh,  relentinjc  to  their  rage ; 
And  exercise  most  bitter  tyranny 
Upon  the  partes,  brought  mto  their  bondage : 
No  wretchednesse  is  like  to  sinfuU  vellenage. 

But  in  a  body  which  doth  freel  v  yeeld 

His  partes  to  Reasons  rule  obedient. 

And  letteth  her  that  ought  the  scepter  weeld. 

All  happv  peace  and  goodly  government 

Is  settted  tnere  in  sure  establishment. 

There  Alma,  like  a  Virgin  Queene  most  bright, 

Doth  florish  in  all  beautie  excellent ; 

And  to  her  guestes  doth  bounteous  banket  di^ht, 

Attempred  goodly  well  for  health  and  for  delight 

Early,  before  the  mome  with  cremosin  ray 
The  windowes  of  bright  heaven  opened  had. 
Through  which  into  the  world  the  dawnins  day 
Might  looke,  that  maketh  every  creature  glad. 
Uprose  Sir  (ruyon  in  bright  armour  clad. 
And  to  his  puri>06d  ioume^  him  prepar'd: 
With  him  the  palmer  eke  m  habit  sad 
Himselfe  addrest  to  that  adventure  hard : 
So  to  the  rivers  syde  they  both  together  fiur^d: 
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When  iihem  awaited  ready  at  the  ford  4 

The  Ferriman,  as  Ahna  had  behight. 

With  his  well-rigged  bote :  thc^  goe  abord. 

And  he  eftsoones  gaa  hianch  his  barke  forthri^t. 

Ere  long  they  rowed  were  quite  out  of  sight. 

And  fast  the  land  behvnd  them  fled  awar. 

But  let  them  pas,  whiles  winde  and  wether  right 

Doe  serfe  their  tomes :  here  I  a  while  most  staj. 

To  see  a  croell  fight  doen  by  the  Prince  this  day* 

For,  an  so  soone  as  Gu^on  thenoe  was  gon  5 

Upon  his  Toyage  with  his  trostie  goyde. 

That  wicked  band  of  yilleins  fresh  begon 

That  castle  to  assaile  on  erery  side, 

And  lay  strong  siege  about  it  far  and  wyde. 

So  huge  and  infinite  their  numbers  were, 

That  SH  the  land  tliey  under  them  did  hyde  i 

So  fowle  and  ugly,  that  exceeding  feare 

Their  visages  imprest,  when  they  approohed  neare. 

Them  in  twelve  troupes  their  captein  did  dispart,  0 

And  round  about  in  fittest  steades  did  place. 

Where  each  might  best  ofiend  his  propei  part, 

And  Ids  contr4ry  obiect  most  deface, 

As  every  one  seem'd  meetest  in  that  cace. 

Seven  of  the  name  against  the  castle-gate 

In  strong  entrenchments  he  did  closely  plaSe, 

Which  with  incessaunt  force  and  endlesse  hate 

They  battred  day  and  night,  and  entraunoe  did  awate. 

The  other  five,  Bve  sondry  wayes  he  sett  7 

Against  the  five  ereat  bulwarkes  of  that  pyle, 

And  unto  each  a  oulwarke  did  arrett, 

T*  assayle  with  open  force  or  hidden  ^niyle. 

In  hope  thereof  to  win  victorious  spoile. 

They  all  that  charge  did  fervently  apply 

WitQ  greedie  malice  and  importune  toyle. 

And  planted  there  their  huge  artillery, 

With  which  they  dayly  made  most  dreadfull  battery. 

The  first  troupe  was  a  monstrous  rablement  8 

Of  fowle  misshapen  wightes,  of  which  some  were 
Headed  like  owles,  with  beckes  uncomely  bent ; 
Others  like  dogs ;  others  like  gryphons  dreare ; 
And  some  had  wings,  and  some  had  clawes  to  teare: 
And  every  one  of  tnem  had  lynces  eyes ; 
And  every  one  did  bow  and  arrowes  beare : 
All  those  were  lawless  Lustes,  and  oorrupi  Envyeg^ 
And  oofetOQS  Aspects,  all  cruel  enimyes, 

M  2 
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Thoee  same  agamit  the  bolwarke  of  the  Sight  S 

Did  lay  siroD^  siefte  and  battailous  assault^ 

Ne  once  did  yield  it  respitt  day  nor  night ; 

But  BOone  as  Titan  gan  nis  head  ezault, 

And  BOone  affaine  as  he  hia  ii^t  withhault, 

Their  wicked  engins  theT  against  it  bent ; 

That  is,  each  thing  bj  which  the  eyes  may  firalt: 

But  two  then  all  more  huge  and  Tiolent» 

Beantie  and  Money,  they  that  bulwarke  sorely  rent 

The  second  bulwarke  was  the  Hearing  Senosi       *   .       IC 
Gainst  which  the  second  troupe  dessignment  makes, 
Deformed  creatures,  in  straunge  differences 
Some  haying^  heads  Uke  harts,  some  like  to  snakes. 
Some  like  wild  bores  late  romEd  out  of  the  brakes : 
Slaunderoufl  Beproches,  and  fowle  Infamies, 
Leasinges,  Backoytinges,  and  yain-glorions  Crakes, 
Bad  Counsels,  Prayses,  and  false  Flatteries : 
All  those  against  that  fort  did  bend  their  batteries. 

Likewise  that  same  third  fort,  that  is  the  Smell,  1] 

Of  that  third  troupe  was  cruelly  assayd ; 

Whose  hideous  shapes  were  like  to  feendes  of  hell, 

Some  like  to  hoimdes,  some  like  to  apes,  dismay d; 

Some  like  to  puttockes,  all  in  plumes  arayd; 

All  shap't  according  their  conditions : 

For,  by  those  u^ly  formes,  weren  x>ourtrayd 

Foolish  Delights  and  fond  Abusions, 

Which  doe  that  sence  besiege  with  fond  illusions. 

And  that  fourth  band  which  cruell  battry  bent  12 

Affainst  the  fourth  bulwarke,  that  is  the  Taste, 

Was  as  the  rest,  a  grysie  rablement ; 

Some  mouth*d  like  greedy  oystriges ;  some  faste 

Like  loathly  toades ;  some  fashioned  in  the  waste 

Like  swine :  for  so  deformd  is  Luxury, 

Surfeat,  Misdiet,  and  unthriflie  Waste, 

Vaine  Feastes,  and  ydle  Superfluity : 

All  those  this  sences  fort  assay le  incessantly. 

But  the  fift  troupe,  most  horrible  of  hew  IS 

And  feroe  of  force,  is  dreadfull  to  report ; 

For  some  like  snailes,  some  did  like  spyders  shew. 

And  some  like  ugly  urchins  thick  and  short : 

Cruelly  they  assayled  that  fifl  fort, 

Armed  with  dartes  of  sensuall  Delight, 

With  stinges  of  camall  Lust,  and  strong  eff6rt 

Of  feelinff  Pleasures,  with  which  day  and  night 

Again^  that  same  fiil  Bulwarke  they  continued  fight. 
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ThuB  theM  twelve  troupes  witli  rlwadfuU  piiUsaunte 
A^inst  (hat  ca«tlu  nstteBse  aege  did  lay. 
And  evermorB  their  hideous  o^    


That  B 

And  evermore  Ibeir  wicked  capita.vn 

Provoked  them  the  breoehes  to  assnj. 

Sometimes  wili  threats.  Bomelimes  with  liope  of  gay. 

'^^'llieh  by  the  ransack  of  that  pccee  they  should  attuyo. 

On  th'  other  eydo,  th'  ansieged  cnstles  ward  IS 

Their  stead  fast  stonds  did  mightily  roaintaine. 

And  muny  bold  ropulse,  and  maDV  hard 

Achievement  wroucht,  witli  perill  and  with  payne. 

That  goodly  frame  from  ruino  to  austaioe ; 

And  those  two  brethren  syatintes  did  defend 

The  walles  so  atoutly  with  thoir  nturdie  mayne. 

That  never  ei;traiince  any  durst  pretend, 

But  they  to  direfull  death  tlieir  groninn;  ghosts  did  acrni. 

T1i«iiobleiirgiii,Ifcdie  of  Hie  place,  16 

Was  much  dismaj'ed  with  that  dreadful  sight. 

!^11  that  the  iniDce,  leeing  Iker  wnfull  plight, 

Gan  lier  recomfort  from  so  sad  affright, 

OSriiig  his  serriw  and  his  dearest  life 

For  her  defence  aoiiinst  that  carle  to  fight, 

Which  was  their  chiefe  and  Ih'  author  of  that  strife : 

She  him  remercied  as  the  patrone  of  her  life. 

EFUooues  himselfe  in  glitterand  annes  he  ^hl^  17 

And  his  well  proved  weapons  to  him  hent ; 

So  t«kiiig  rourteous  coiip^,  he  behisht 

Those  gates  to  be  vnbar'd.  and  forth  he  went. 

Faiye  mote  he  thee,  the  prowest  and  most  gent. 

That  ever  brandished  bright  Steele  on  hye ! 

Whom  HOone  as  that  nnrul^  rablemeiit 

With  his  gay  squyre  issewing  did  eapyo, 

Thej  rean  &  moat  outrageous  dreadiull  yelling  ci; : 

And  therewithal!  attonce  at  him  let  fly  19 

Their  fluttring  arrowes,  thioke  as  flakes  of  snow. 

And  round  about  him  florke  impetuously, 

Like  a  Rreat  water-flood,  that  tomhling  low 

From  the  high  mountaiues,  threatea  to  overflow 

With  Buddem  fury  all  the  fertile  playne, 

And  the  sad  husbandiaans  long  hope  doth  throw 

Adowoe  the  streame,  and  all  bu  vowea  make  vajiM : 

Nor  boonds  not  btuu  hia  headlong  taine  may  ■ustagrve. 
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Upon  his  shield  their  he^[»ed  hajle  he  bofe,  l! 

And  with  his  swcmi  dispmt  ^e  nekall  flockefl. 

Which  fled  asonder,  and  him  fell  before ; 

As  withered  leares  drop  from  their  dryed  stockes. 

When  the  wroth  weatem  wind  does  reave  their  locks. 

And  underneath  him  his  courageoos  steed, 

Tlie  fierce  Spumador,  trode  them  down  like  doeks ; 

The  fierce  Spumador  borne  of  heayenlie  seed : 

Such  as  Laomedan  of  PhoBbns  race  did  breed. 

Which  snddeme  hontmr  and  eonfbsed  cry  21 

Whenas  their  capteine  heard,  in  haste  he  yode 

The  cause  to  weet,  and  fault  to  remedy : 

Upon  a  t^gre  swift  and  fierce  he  rode. 

That  as  the  winde  ran  underneath  his  lode. 

Whiles  his  long  legs  nigh  raught  unto  the  ground : 

Full  large  he  was  of  hmbe,  and  shoulders  brode ; 

But  of  such  subtile  substance  and  unsound,  [bound 

That  like  a  ghost  he  seem'd  whose  grave-clothes  were  un 

And  in  his  hand  a  bended  bow  was  seene,  21 

And  many  arrowes  under  his  riffht  side, 

All  deadly  daungerous,  all  cruell  keene. 

Headed  with  flint,  and  fethers  bloody  dide ; 

Such  as  the  Indians  in  their  quivers  hide : 

Those  could  he  well  direct  and  streight  as  line. 

And  bid  them  strike  the  marke  which  he  had  eyde ; 

Ke  was  there  salve,  ne  was  there  medicine. 

That  mote  recure  their  woundes;  so  inly  they  did  tine. 

As  pale  and  wan  as  ashes  was  his  looke ;  22 

His  body  leane  and  meagre  as  a  rake ; 

And  skin  all  withered  Uke  a  diyed  rooke ; 

Thereto  as  cold  and  drery  as  a  snake ; 

That  seemd  to  tremble  evermore  and  quake : 

All  in  a  canvas  thin  he  was  bedight, 

And  girded  with  a  belt  of  t^ist^  brake : 

XTpon  his  head  he  wore  an  helmet  light. 

Made  of  a  dead  mans  skull,  that  seemd  a  ghastly  sight 

Maleger  was  his  name :  and  afler  him  23 

There  foUow'd  fast  at  hand  two  wicked  hairs. 

With  hoary  lockes  all  loose,  and  visage  grim ; 

Their  feet  tmshod,  their  bodies  wrapt  in  rags, 

And  both  as  swift  on  foot  as  chased  stags ; 

And  yet  the  one  her  other  legge  had  lame. 

Which  with  a  stafie  all  full  of  htle  snags 

She  did  support,  and  Impotence  her  name : 

But  th'  other  was  Impatience,  armd  with  raging  flame. 


Sonne  as  tlip  cnrle  from  far  the  princo  espyde 
Glistrine  in  arrapB  and  warlike  ornament. 
His  beast  he  felly  prickt  oii  eitliej  sjde. 
And  Ilia  miBehlt^vous  how  full  rearlio  bent, 
^N'iih  which  at  him  a  t'ruell  Bhaft  he  sent ; 
But  he  wv  warie.  and  it  warded  well 
T'pon  bia'sbield.  that  it  no  further  went, 
But  U>  the  grnund  tjie  idle  quarrell  fell : 
Then  he  another  and  anotlier  did  expell. 

Which  to  prevent,  the  prince  his  mortall  epearo 

Soono  to  hira  rauBht.  and  fieroo  at  him  did  ride. 

To  be  Bveniied  of  that  »liot  n-h^vleare : 

But  he  naa  not  bo  hardy  to  abide 

That  bitter  stownd,  hut,  turning  quicke  aaide 

His  light-root  beaat.  fled  fast  anay  for  feare: 

^^^lOln  to  pouraue,  tliu  Infant  after  hide 

So  fast  u  tiii  ffood  coursicr  could  him  beore : 

But  labour  lost  it  waa  to  wcene  approch  him  neare. 

Far  aa  the  winged  wind  hia  tigre  fled. 
That  Tew  of  eje  could  Bctme  um  overtake, 
Ne  acoTse  hia  feet  on  ground  were  seene  to  tred ; 
Tlirouah  hila  and  dales  he  speedy  way  did  make, 
Ne  hedge  ne  ditch  his  reodie  pasMj^e  brake. 
And  in  his  flight  the  villeine  turn  a  his  face, 
(As  wonts  the  Tartar  b,v  the  Caspian  lake, 
Whenas  the  Bussian  him  in  £ght  doea  cbaco,) 
Unto  hii  tygrea  taile,  and  shot  at  him  apaca. 

Apace  he  shot,  and  yet  he  fled  apace. 

Still  a«  the  greedy  knight  nigh  to  him  drew ; 

And  oftentimes  He  would  relent  hii  paM, 

That  him  his  foe  more  fiercely  ahonld  poonewi 

But,  when  hia  uncouth  manner  he  did  vew. 

He  can  arize  to  follow  him  no  more. 

But  keepe  hia  standing,  and  his  8haii««  etehew, 

Unti]  he  quite  had  spent  tiia  perlons  Store, 

And  then  asaayle  him  freah,  ere  he  could  shift  for  m 

But  that  lame  hag,  atill  as  abroad  he  strew 
His  wicked  arrowei,  gathered  them  againe. 
And  to  him  brought,  Iresh  batteill  to  lenew ; 
Which  he  espying  east  her  to  reatraine 
From  yielding  succour  to  that  cuned  airaiDa, 
And  her  attaching  thought  her  hoadi  to  tyo ; 
But.  soone  as  him  diamounted  on  the  [Jama 
That  other  hog  did  far  awa^f  eapye 
Binding  her  iialcT,  she  to  lum  ran  ItMtSr  I 
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And  cattrhing  LoM  ofliiin,  as  downe  he  lent.  2S 

Him  backewardp  ovrrthrev,  and  dowiie  liim  stayd 

With  tlieir  rude  hnndra  and  grymily  eraiJcmCTit; 

Till  that  the  villeia,  rommiDg  lo  tbeir  ajd, 

Upon  him  fell,  and  lode  uiwn  him  laj-d : 

Fulllillo  wantpd.  but  he  had  him  slaine. 

And  of  the  battell  balefiiU  end  had  raadc. 

Hkd  Tiot  his  geotle  squire  bclicld  \uf  paine. 

And  commeu  to  his  reekew  ere  his  bitter  bone. 

So  preat^t  and  most  elorioiis  thing  on  ground  80 

May  oftrn  need  lie  hSpe  of  weaker  haiid ; 

So  feeble  i»  mnns  stale,  and  life  nnwund. 

That  in  BfRiiraunce  it  maj  never  stand. 

Till  it  dissolved  be  fwm  earthly  band! 

Proofe  be  thou,  prinee,  the  rrowesl  man  alyve, 

And  noblest  home  of  all  in  Briton  land; 

Yet  Ihee  fiprre  Forlone  did  bo  nearel.v  driye. 

That  had  not  Grace  liiee  blest,  thou  shouldeat  notnrviTp. 

The  squyre  airiTius.  Sercelv  in  hia  armes  31 

Snatcnt  first  the  one,  and  then  the  other  jade. 
His  chiefeat  )ett«  and  authora  ofhis  harmes, 
And  them  perforee  inthheld  with  tlireatned  blade. 
Least  that  his  lord  thej  should  behinde  invade; 
The  whiles  the  prince,  priekt  with  reprochful  ahame 
As  one  awakte  out  of  long  slombring  ^hade, 
Itevivyng  thought  of  glory  and  of  fame, 
United  all  his  powres  to  purge  himselfe  from  blame- 
lake  aa  a  lire,  the  which  in  hollow  cave  32 
Hath  long  bene  underkept  and  dawn  gnpprert, 
"With  r>unnuroua  disdayne  doth  inly  rave. 
And  icnidgB,  in  to  atrei^ht  prison  to  be  prest, 
At  last  breakea  forth  with  turiouR  anreat. 
And  ■trive*  to  mount  unto  his  native  seat ; 
All  that  did  eant  it  hbder  and  molest, 
Yt  now  devourea  with  flames  and  scorching  heat, 
And  carries  into  imoake  with  rage  and  horror  greftL 

Bo  miRhtelr  the  Briton  prince  him  roocd  33 

Out  of  hia  nolde,  and  broke  his  caytive  band* ; 
And  u  a  beare,  whom  angry  cnrrea  hare  touzd. 
Having  off-ahakt  tbem  and  escapt  their  hands. 
Becomes  more  fell,  and  all  that  him  withstands 
IVeads  down  and  overthrowes.    Now  had  the  carle 
Ali^t«d  hoot  hii  tigre,  and  hia  hands 
Diaeharged  of  hia  bow  and  deadly  qnarle. 
To  MiM  upon  hii  foe  flatt  lying  en  the  marie. 
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Whipli  now  him  tumd  to  disavantiiffe  dears ; 

For  neither  can  !ie  fly,  nor  oUipr  hanne, 

Eut  trust  UDto  hiii  Btrencth  and  manhood  mea  ^, 

Silh  DOIT  iie  ifl  fur  from  liia  monstrous  eivannt. 

And  of  his  weapons  did  himpelfe  ditianne. 

The  knight  yet  wrotJifull  for  hia  late  disgrnce. 

Piercply  udvuiiiisl  his  valorous  ri):ht  arme, 

And  him  bo  sore  smott  with  his  y ron  mnoc 

That  groveling  to  the  ground  he  full,  and  fild  his  place. 

Wei  weened  hec  that  field  was  then  his  owne, 

And  bU  his  labor  brought  to  happy  end; 

When  Buddeia  up  theviUpine  overthmwne 

Out  of  his  Bwowne  nrose,  fresh  to  contend, 

And  gan  himselfe  to  Becond  batloitl  bend. 

As  hurt  he  had  not  heene.     Thereby  there  lay 

An  huge  great  stone,  which  stood  upon  ono  end. 

And  had  not  bene  removed  many  a  day : 

Some  land-marke  Beeaid  to  be,  or  signe  of  sundry  'Kay: 

The  tame  be  inatdit,  and  with  exceeiliug  swty 
Threw  at  his  foe,  who  was  right  well  aware 
To  ebonne  the  engine  of  hii  meant  decay; 
It  booted  not  to  tliinke  that  throw  to  beare. 


Hat  once  hath  failed  of  her  ei 

Bemounta  agaiue  into  the  open  ajre, 

And  unto  better  fortune  doth  herselie  prep^rrsi 

So  brave  retooming,  with  his  brandiaht  blade. 
He  to  the  carle  himwife  a^ayn  addrent. 

And  strooke  at  him  bo  stemelj,  that  he  made 
An  open  passage  through  his  riven  brest, 
That  lialfe  the  Steele  behind  his  backe  did  rest; 
Which  drawing  backe,  he  looked  eTermore 
Wlien  the  hart  blood  should  gush  out  of  his  chest, 
Or  his  dead  corse  ahoold  fall  apon  the  flore ; 
But  hii  dead  corse  upon  the  flore  fell  nathemore : 


Halfe  in  amaze  with  horror  hi<k 

And  halfe  in  rage  to  be  deluded  thus, 

Asain  through  Mh  the  aide«  he  atrooke  him  quightt 

That  made  lus  aprieht  to  srone  fyi  piteoua ; 
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Thereat  lie  wmitten  was  with  mat  affiriidit» 

And  trembling  terrw  did  his  nart  appaU ; 

Ne  wist  he  what  to  thinke  of  that  same  sig^t^ 

Ne  what  to  nj,  ne  what  to  doe  at  all : 

He  doubted  least  it  were  some  magicall 

Illusion  that  did  beguile  his  sense, 

Or  wandrin^  g^ost  that  wanted  funera]l« 

Or  aery  spirite  under  false  pretence. 

Or  helhsh  foend  rnysd  up  through  cUvelish  soienoe. 

His  wonder  fiur  exceeded  reasons  reach. 
That  he  began  to  doubt  his  daaeled  sight. 
And  oft  of  error  did  himselfe  appeach : 
Flesh  without  blood,  a  person  without  spright. 
Wounds  without  hurt,  a  body  without  mignt. 
That  could  doe  haime,  yet  could  not  harmed  bee, 
That  could  not  die,  yet  seemd  a  mortall  wig^t. 
That  was  most  strong  in  most  infirmitee ; 
Like  did  he  never  heare,  like  did  he  nerer  see. 

Awhile  he  stood  in  this  astonishment, 

Yet  would  he  not  for  all  his  great  dimnay 

Give  over  to  effect  his  first  intent. 

And  th'  utmost  meanes  of  victory  assay. 

Or  th'  utmost  yssew  of  his  owne  decay. 

His  owne  prood  sword  Mordure,  that  never  fayld 

At  need  till  now,  he  lichtly  threw  away. 

And  his  bright  shield  that  nought  him  now  avayld ; 

And  with  his  naked  hands  him  forcibly  assayld. 

Twixt  his  two  mighty  armes  him  up  he  snatcht. 

And  crusht  his  carcas  so  against  his  brest. 

That  the  disdainfull  sowle  he  thence  dispatcht. 

And  th*  ydle  breath  all  utterly  exprest : 

Tho,  when  he  felt  him  dead,  adowne  he  kest 

The  lumpish  corse  unto  the  sencelesse  grownd ; 

Adowne  ne  kest  it  with  so  puissant  wrest. 

That  backe  a^aine  it  did  alofte  rebownd. 

And  gave  against  his  mother  Earth  a  gronefull  sownd. 

As  when  loves  hamesse-bearing  bird  from  hye 

Stoupes  at  a  flying  heron  with  proud  disdayne, 

The  stone-deaa  quarry  falls  so  forciblye. 

That  yt  rebownois  against  the  lowly  playne, 

A  second  fall  redoubling  backe  agayne. 

Then  thought  the  prince  all  peril  sure  was  past. 

And  that  he  victor  onely  did  remayne ; 

1^0  sooner  thought,  then  that  the  carle  as  fast 

Gan  heap  huge  strokes  on  him,  as  ere  h^  do?ni  was  casi 
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Nidi  his  wits  end  then  woxe  th'  amased  knig^ti  44 

Am  thooffht  his  kbor  lost,  and  travell  vayne, 

Against  this  lifelesse  shadow  so  to  fight : 

Yet  life  he  saw,  and  felt  his  mighty  mavne. 

That,  whiles  he  marreild  still,  did  still  nim  pajyne ; 

Forthy  he  gan  some  other  wayes  advize, 

How  to  take  life  from  that  deiid-liying  swayne, 

IHiom  still  he  marked  freshly  to  arize 

From  th'  earth,  and  from  her  womh  new  spirits  to  reprize. 

Ho  then  remembred  well,  that  had  bene  sayd,  45 

How  th'  Earth  his  mother  was,  and  first  him  bore; 

She  eke,  so  often  as  his  life  decayd. 

Did  life  with  usury  to  him  restore, 

And  reysd  him  up  much  stronger  than  before. 

So  soone  as  he  imto  her  wombe  did  fall : 

Therefore  to  grownd  he  would  him  east  no  more, 

Ne  him  committ  to  grave  terrestriall. 

But  beare  him  farre  from  hope  of  succour  usuall. 

Tho  up  he  caught  him  twizt  his  puissant  hands,  46 

And  hayinff  scruzd  out  of  his  carrion  corse 

The  lothfull  life,  now  loosd  from  sinfull  bands, 

Upon  his  shoulders  carried  him  perforse 

Aooye  three  furlongs,  taking  his  full  course, 

Until  he  came  unto  a  standing  lake : 

Him  thereinto  he  threw  without  remorse, 

Ne  stird,  till  hope  of  life  did  him  forsake : 

So  end  of  that  carles  dayes  and  his  owne  paynes  did  make. 

Which  when  those  wicked  haffs  from  far  did  spye,  47 

Like  two  mad  dogs  the^  ran  about  the  lands ; 

And  th'  one  of  them  with  dreadful!  yelling  crre. 

Throwing  awaye  her  broken  chaines  and  banos. 

And  haymg  quencht  her  burning  fier-brands, 

lledlong  herselfe  did  cast  into  that  lake ; 

But  Impotence  with  her  owne  wilfull  hands 

One  of  Malegers  cursed  dartes  did  take. 

So  ryY*d  her  trembling  hart,  and  wicked  end  did  make. 

Thus  now  alone  he  conqueror  remaines :  43 

Tho,  cumming  to  his  squyre  that  kept  his  steed, 

Thouffht  to  liave  mounted;  but  his  feeble  vaines 

Him  faild  thereto  and  served  not  his  need, 

Through  losse  of  blood  which  from  his  wounds  did  bleed. 

That  he  began  to  faint,  and  life  decay: 

But  his  good  squyre,  him  helping  up  with  speed. 

With  st^fast  hand  upon  his  horse  did  stay. 

And  led  him  to  the  castle  by  the  beaten  way. 
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Where  many  jp^oomes  and  squien  ready  were  49 

To  take  him  from  his  steed  full  tenderly; 

And  eke  the  fayrest  Alma  matt  him  there 

With  balme,  and  wine,  and  oottly  spioeiy. 

To  comfort  him  in  his  inflnnitly: 

Eftsoones  she  causd  him  no  to  be  oonTayd* 

And  of  his  armes  despoyled  easilj; 

In  sumptuous  bed  shee  made  him  to  be  layd: 

And*  ai  the  while  hia  wounds  were  dressing,  by  him  st^yd. 


CANTO  xn. 

Gayon  1^  psliMn  gomxmanao^ 

FaaaiBf  throngli  perillos  great* 
Doth  oTcvtluoir  tbe  Bowre  «(  BUi, 

And  Aenaj  defwo. 

29'o w  ffinnes  that  goodly  frame  of  Temperaonoe  1 

Fayre^  to  rise,  and  her  adorned  hed 

To  pricke  of  highest  prayse  fcMTth  to  adyaanoe. 

Formerly  jpTOunded  and  fast  setteled 

On  firme  foundation  of  true  boun^hed: 

And  this  brave  knight,  that  for  this  vertue  fi^^htes, 

Now  comes  to  point  of  that  same  perilous  sted. 

Where  Pleasure  dwellee  in  sensuall  delights, 

Mongst  thousand  dangers  and  ten  thousand  magick  mights. 

Two  dayes  now  in  that  sea  he  sayled  has,  2 

Ne  erer  land  beheld,  ne  living  wi^ht, 

Ne  ought  save  perill,  still  as  he  did  pas: 

Tho,  when  appeared  the  third  morrow  bright 

Upon  the  waves  to  spred  her  trembling  light, 

An  hideous  roaring  tar  away  they  heard. 

That  aU  their  sences  filled  with  affright; 

And  streight  they  saw  the  raging  surges  reard 

Up  to  the  skyes,  that  them  of  dro^-ning  made  afieard. 

Said  then  the  boteman,  "  Palmer,  stere  aright  3 

And  keepe  an  even  course ;  for  yonder  wsy 

We  neeaes  must  pss  (Grod  doe  us  well  acquight !) 

That  is  the  Gulfe  of  Greedinesse,  th^  say. 

That  deepe  engorgeth  all  this  worldgs  pray; 

Which  having  swallowd  uj^  excessively. 

He  soone  in  vomit  np  agame  doth  lay, 

And  belcheth  forUi  his  supeifluity. 

That  all  the  sess  for  feare  doe  seeme  awi^  to  &f^ 
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"  On  th'  other  iyde  an  hideoiw  rock  is  piglit 
Of  ciiRhty  inagne9  stone.  trliilBe  crnggie  clift 
X>ependiDit  from  oti  hijili.  dreodfull  to  atpht. 
Over  the  wave?  his  rugi^ed  Bnnea  dotb  lift, 
And  tlireatnetli  downe  to  throw  his  ragged  rift 
On  whoso  eoaielh  nigli:  yet  nijfh  it  drawee 
All  pasaeogen,  that  ooae  rrom  it  eon  shift : 
For.  whiles  thpy  fly  that  gulfe's  devouring  iawes, 
They  on  the  ruck  are  rent,  and  >>uiick  in  helples  wa 


Until!  they  n„  .  . 

Where  atrefline  more  violent  and  greedy  giwivea: 
Then  he  with  all  liis  piii»niince  doth  etryvo 
To  strike  his  oare^,  and  mightily  doth  dryve 
Tlie  holloiT  vessel!  through  the  threatfiiU  wave 
Whieh,  gaping  wide  to  ivrallow  them  alyre 
Tn  th'  huge  abyue  of  his  engulfing  grave, 
Doth  rore  at  them  in  vaiiie,  otid  h  ith  gri-at  ter 


That  geemd  more  horrible  than  hell  U. 

Or  that  darke  dreadful!  hole  of  Tartare  Eteepe, 
Through  which  the  damned  ghosts  doem  oitBa  ereep 
Backe  to  the  world,  had  Uvera  to  torment: 
But  nought  that  fallee  into  thia  direful!  deepe, 
Ne  that  approcheth  nigh  the  wyde  descent, 
Hay  backe  letoume,  but  is  condemned  to  be  drent. 

On  th'  other  aide  they  saw  that  perilona  rocke, 

Threatning  itielfe  on  them  to  nunate. 

On  whose  sharp  chftea  the  ribs  of  reasels  broke; 

And  shivered  ships,  which  had  lieene  wredied  late. 

Yet  stock  witii  carcases  exanimate 

Of  such,  sa  having  all  their  aubetanee  spent 

Tn  wanton  iojes  and  lustes  intenipente. 

Did  afterwardes  make  ahipwrack  violent 

Soth  of  their  life  and  fame  for  era,  kwij  blent. 

Forthy  thia  hight  the  Bock  of  vile  Beproch, 


But  yeiiing  meawes,  with  seagolles,  hoan,  and  bm 
And  cormovraonts,  with  birds  of  rKrenoni  nm 
"Which  still  tat  ftuting  on  that  wast&ll  dift 
For  ipoilo  of  wretdiee,  whom  anhajwy  cane. 
AfWr  lost  credit  and  eonanmed  duiit,  _ 
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The  palmer,  seeinff  them  in  asfetie  past,  Ht 

Thus  saide :  **  Behold  th'  emiianiples  in  our  dghtea 

Of  lustfiill  lozurie  and  thrifUeBse  wast  1 

What  now  is  left  of  miserable  wightes. 

Which  spent  their  looser  daies  in  lend  delightes, 

Bnt  shame  and  sad  reprooh,  here  to  be  red 

By  these  rent  reHqnes  speaking  their  fll-plightes ! 

Let  all  that  live  hereby  be  counselled 

To  shunne  Bock  of  Beprodi,  and  it  as  death  to  dread!" 

So  forth  they  rowed:  and  that  fenyman  10 

With  his  stine  oares  did  brush  the  sea  so  strong. 

That  the  hoare  waters  from  his  firigot  ran« 

And  the  light  bubles  dannced  all  along. 

Whiles  the  salt  brine  out  of  the  billowes  sprong. 

At  last,  far  off,  they  many  islandes  spy 

On  eyery  side  floting  the  floodes  emong : 

Then  said  the  knight;  'tLo!  I  the  land  desciy; 

Therefore,  old  syre,  thy  course  doe  thereunto  apply." 


« 


That  may  not  bee/'  said  then  the  ferryman,  11 

Least  wee  unweetiDg  hap  to  be  fordonne : 
For  those  same  islands,  seeming  now  and  than. 
Are  not  firme  land,  nor  any  certein  wonne, 
But  stra^ling  plots,  which  to  and  fro  doe  ronne 
In  the  wide  waters :  therefore  are  they  bight 
The  Wandring  Islands :  therefore  doe  them  shonne ; 
For  they  have  oft  drawne  many  a  wandrinff  wight 
Into  most  deadly  daunger  and  distressed  pught. 

"  Yet  well  they  seeme  to  him,  that  farre  doth  vew,  12 

Both  faire  and  firuitfall,  and  the  grownd  dispred 

With  grassy  greene  of  delectable  hew ; 

And  the  tall  trees  with  leares  appareled 

Are  deckt  with  blossoms  dyde  in  white  and  red. 

That  mote  the  passengers  thereto  allure ; 

But  whosoeyer  once  hath  fastened 

His  foot  thereon,  may  never  it  recure. 

But  wandreth  evermore  uncertein  ana  unsure, 

"  As  th'  isle  of  Delos  whylome,  men  report,  13 

Amid  th'  Aegsnm  sea  long  time  did  stray, 

Ke  made  for  shipping  auy  oerteine  port. 

Till  that  Latona  traveiliDg  that  way. 

Flying  from  lunoes  wrath  and  hard  assay, 

Other  fayre  twins  was  there  deliyered. 

Which  afterwards  did  rule  the  ni|fht  and  day: 

Thenceforth  it  firmely  was  established. 

And  for  ApoUoea  temple  highly  hemed.** 
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Tbqr  to  him  hearken,  as  beseemethmeete;  14 

Ana  pane  on  forward;  ao  their  way  doee  Ij, 

That  one  of  thoee  same  islands,  which  doe  fleet 

In  the  wide  sea,  they  needes  mnst  paasen  l^, 

"Whidi  seemd  so  sweet  and  pleasannt  to  the  ^e^ 

That  it  woold  tempt  a  man  to  tonchen  there : 

Upon  the  banck  t%  sitting  did  espy 

A  daintie  damsell  dreaainff  of  her  hrare, 

J^  whom  a  little  akippet  noting  did  appeaie. 

She  them  eapying.  loud  to  them  gan  call,  15 

Bidding  them  nigner  draw  nnto  the  shore^ 

For  she  had  canse  to  busie  them  withall ; 

And  therewith  lowdly  laoght;  bat  nathemore 

Would  they  once  turne,  bnt  kept  on  aa  afore : 

IVhieh  when  ahe  aaw,  ahe  left  her  lockea  uidig^t, 

And  ronning  to  her  boat  withouten  ore. 

From  the  departing  land  it  launched  light. 

And  after  them  did  drive  with  all  her  power  and  might. 

"Whom  oyertaking,  ahe  in  mcny  sort  16 

Then  ^n  to  bord,  and  puroose  diyersly; 

Kow  iainin^  dalliaance  ana  wanton  sport, 

I^ow  throwmg  forth  lewd  wordea  immodestly; 

Till  that  the  palmer  gan  full  bitterly 

Her  to  rebuke,  for  being  loose  and  lights 

Which  not  abiding,  but  more  scornfully 

Scoffing  at  him  that  did  her  iustly  wite, 

She  tumd  her  bote  about,  and  from  them  rowed  quite. 

That  was  the  wanton  Pha^ria,  which  late  17 

Did  ferry  him  oyer  the  Idle  Lake : 

Whom  nought  regarding  they  kept  on  their  gate, 

And  all  her  vaine  allurements  did  forsake: 

When  them  the  warr  boteman  thus  bespake; 

"  Here  now  behoTetn  us  well  to  avirae, 

And  of  our  safety  good  heede  to  take; 

For  here  before  a  perlous  passage  lyes, 

Where  many  mermayds  haimt,  making  false  melodies. 

'*  But  by  the  way  there  is  a  ^reat  quicksand,  18 

And  a  whirlepoole  of  hidden  ieopardy: 

Therefore,  Sir  Palmer,  keepe  an  even  hand; 

For  twixt  them  both  the  narrow  way  doth  ly." 

Scarse  had  he  saide,  when  hard  at  hand  they  spy, 

That  quicksand  niffh  with  water  covered; 

But  by  the  checked  wave  they  did  descry 

It  plame,  and  by  the  sea  dia(x>loured : 

It  called  was  the  Quickesand  of  Unthrifiyhad. 


256 

Th^,  paasinff  by»  a  goodly  ship  did  see  ^  19 

Laden  from  far  with  precious  merchandise. 
And  braTely  furnished  as  ship  mi|^  bee, 
Which  through  great  disaventure,  or  mesprise^ 
Hersclfe  had  ronne  into  that  hsssjrdize; 
Whose  mariners  and  merchants  with  mnch  tojle 
Labour'd  in  yaine  to  have  reonr'd  their  priae. 
And  the  rich  wares  to  save  from  pitteous  spoyle; 
But  neither  toy le  nor  traTeiU  mi^t  her  backe  reeoyla. 

On  th'  other  side  th^rsee  that  perilous  pooler  80 

That  eddied  was  the  Whirlepoofe  of  Decay ; 

In  which  full  many  had  with  hi^lesse  doole 

Beene  suncke,  of  whom  no  memorie  did  stsy : 

Whose  circled  waters  rapt  with  whirling  swar, 

Like  to  a  restlesse  wheele,  still  ronning  roono. 

Did  covet,  as  they  psssed  by  that  way. 

To  draw  their  bote  within  the  utmost  bound 

Of  his  Tiide  labyrinth,  and  then  to  hare  them  droimd. 

But  th'  heedful  boteman  stronf^ly  forth  did  stretch  21 

His  brawnie  armes,  and  all  his  bodie  straine. 

That  th*  utmost  sandy  breach  they  shortly  fetch. 

Whiles  the  dredd  daunger  does  behind  remaine. 

Suddeine  they  see  from  midst  of  all  the  maine 

The  surging  waters  like  a  mountaine  rise, 

And  the  great  sea,  pufl  up  with  proud  disdaine. 

To  swell  above  the  measure  of  his  guise. 

As  threatning  to  devoure  all  that  his  powre  despise. 

The  waves  come  rolling,  and  the  billowes  rore  23 

Outragiously,  as  they  enraged  were. 

Or  wrathful!  Neptune  did  them  drive  before 

His  whirling  charet  for  exceeding  feare ; 

For  not  one  puffe  of  winde  there  did  appeare; 

That  aU  the  three  thereat  woxe  much  atrayd, 

Unweetiug  what  such  horrour  straunge  did  reare. 

Eftsoones  they  saw  an  hideous  hoast  arrayd 

Of  huge  sea-monsters,  such  as  living  sence  dismayd : 

Most  ugly  shapes  and  horrible  asp^ts,  23 

Such  as  dame  Nature  selfe  mote  teare  to  see. 
Or  shame,  that  ever  should  so  fowle  defects 
From  her  most  cunning  hand  escaped  bee : 
All  dreadfull  pourtraicts  of  deformitee : 
Spring-headea  hydres;  and  sea-shouldring  whales  | 
Great  whirlpooles,  which  all  fishes  make  to  flee ; 
Bright  scolopendraes  arm'd  with  silver  scales  $ 
Mighty  monoceroa  with  immeuured  tayles ; 
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The  dreadful  fish,  tliat  hatli  deaerr'dthe  name 
Of  Death,  and  like  him  loiikea  in  drosdfull  hen 
The  grieslj'  irasBerman,  that  iiukliea  his  game 
The  flyina  ships  witii  swiftuca  to  purnen'; 
The  homule  Bea-satyre,  that  dolli  shew 
His  fearefall  face  in  time  of  greatest  atorme; 
Hiiee  zilSus,  irhom  mariners  eeoiievi 
T*o  loHSC  than  roekes,  aa  travellera  mformo  ; 
And  greedy  rosmarines  i^ith  Tiaat;e«  deformo: 

All  tlieae,  and  thousand  thoosunda  many  more, 
And  more  deformed  monsters  thousand  fold. 
With  dreadfull  noise  and  hoUon-  rombling  rora 
Came  rushinK.  in  tiie  fomy  warea  enrold. 
Which  seem'd  to  fly  for  feare  them  to  behold: 
Ne  wonder,  if  these  did  the  knight  npoall ; 
For  all  that  here  on  earth  we  dreadfull  hold, 
Be  but  ae  bugs  to  fearen  bahea  withall, 
Compared  to  the  creatures  in  the  seas  entrW. 

"  Feare  nought,"  then  aside  the  palmer  well  BTiz'd, 

"  For  these  same  monsters  are  not  these  in  deed. 

But  are  into  these  fearefull  shapea  disgniz'd 

By  that  some  wicked  witch,  to  works  us  dreed. 

And  draw  from  on  this  iourney  to  proceed." 

Tbo,  lifting  up  his  vertuous  staffe  on  h^e. 

He  smote  the  sea,  which  calmed  was  with  speed. 

And  ^  tiiat  dreadfull  armie  fast  gan  flye 

Into  great  Tethys  bosome,  where  they  nidden  tye. 

Quit  from  that  danger  forth  their  course  they  kept; 
And  as  they  went  they  heard  a  ruefiiU  07 

Of  one  that  wavld  and  pittifully  wept. 

That  through  the  sea  th'  resounding  pltunti  did  fly : 

At  last  they  in  an  island  did  espy 

A  snemely  maiden,  sitting  by  the  shore. 

That  with  great  sorrow  and  sad  sgouy 

Seemed  some  great  misfortune  to  deplore. 

And  lowd  to  them  for  sucooni  called  erermore. 

Which  Gnyon  hearing,  streight  hla  palmer  bid 

To  Bl«re  the  bote  towards  that  dolefuU  niayd. 

That  be  might  know  and  ease  her  tonow  sad) 

Who,  him  aTicing  bett«r,  to  him  layd ; 

"  Faire  sir,  be  not  displeasd  if  disob^d: 

For  ill  it  were  to  hearden  to  her  017; 

For  the  is  inly  nothing  ill  npayd) 

Bat  onely  womanish  nne  fbrgar. 

Tour  ■tttbbonu  bart  Vaffeot  *iilk  b^a  iaHnO^t 
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**  To  which  when  she  your  oounge  hath  indind  28 

Throuffh  foolish  pit^,  then  her  guilefnll  hajt 

She  wul  emboeome  deeper  in  your  mind* 

And  for  your  mine  at  the  last  awi^" 

The  kni^t  was  ruled,  and  the  boteman  strayt 

Held  on  his  course  with  stayed  stedfastnesae, 

Ke  ever  shroncke,  ne  erer  sought  to  bayt 

His  tyred  armes  for  toylcsome  wearinesse ; 

But  with  his  oares  didswe^e  the  watiy  wildemeaw. 

And  now  they  nig^  approehed  to  the  sted  dG 

Whereas  those  mennayds  dwelt:  it  was  a  still 

And  calmy  bar,  on  th'  one  side  sheltered 

With  the  DTode  shadow  of  an  hoarie  hill ; 

On  th'  other  side  an  hig^  roeke  toured  sml, 

Hiat  twixt  them  both  a  pleasaunt  port  they  made^ 

And  did  like  an  halfe  theatre  fulfill: 

Hiere  those  five  sisters  had  continusll  trade^ 

And  usd  to  bath  themselyes  in  that  deceiptfull  shade. 

Hiey  were  faire  ladies,  till  they  fondly  striv'd  31 

With  th*  Heliconian  Maides  for  maystery; 

Of  whom  they  over-comen  were  depriv'd 

Of  their  proud  beautie,  and  th*  one  moyitv 

Transform'd  to  fish  for  their  bold  Burq^uedry; 

But  th*  upper  halfe  their  hew  retayned  Btill, 

And  their  sweet  skill  in  wonted  melody; 

Which  ever  after  they  abusd  to  ill, 

T'  allure  weake  traveillers,  whom  gotten  they  did  kilL 

So  now  to  Guyon,  as  he  passed  by,  8S 

Their  pleasaunt  tunes  they  sweetly  thus  applyde; 

"  O  thou  fayre  sonne  of  gentle  Faery, 

That  art  in  mightie  armes  most  magnifyde 

AboTe  all  knights  that  ever  batteil  tryde, 

O  tume  thy  rudder  hetherward  awhile : 

Here  may  thy  storme-bett  vessell  safely  ryde; 

This  is  the  port  of  rest  from  troublous  toyle. 

The  worlds  sweet  in  from  paine  and  weansome  turmc^le." 

With  that  the  rolling  sea,  resounding  soft,  8S 

In  his  biff  base  them  fitly  answered; 

And  on  me  rocke  the  waves  breaking  alofl 

A  solemne  mesne  unto  them  measured; 

Hie  whiles  sweet  Zeplnrrus  lowd  wfaisteled 

His  treble,  a  straunge  ainde  of  harmony; 

Which  Guyons  senses  sofily  tickeled. 

That  he  the  boteman  bad  row  eainly, 

heate  aonie  part  <d  their  nune  melocly* 


THE  FIBBIB  QUBEirB. 

But  him  the  palmer  from  that  vanity 
With  teiDfierttt*  advice  diacounaeUed, 
That  they  it  past,  and  shortly  gan  dencry 
The  land  to  n-hich  their  course  they  levelledj 
When  Buddeinly  a  grossa  fog  ovtr  Bpred 
Willi  his  dull  vapour  all  tliat  desert  haa, 
And  heavens  chearefull  face  enveloped, 
That  all  things  one.  and  one  sm  natuing  naa. 
And  this  gi«at  uniTeroe  seemd  one  uonfuMtd  moa. 

Thoreat  they  greatly  were  dismayd,  ne  wist 

How  to  direct  theyr  way  in  darkenes  wide. 

But  feard  to  wander  in  that  iriLgtefuli  mist, 

For  tumbling  into  miachiefe  uncapyde : 

Worse  is  the  daunger  hidden  then  deacride, 

Suddeinlyaa  incumerable  dight 

Of  harmefiill  fowlea  about  them  fluttering  cride. 

And  with  their  wicked  winga  them  ofte  did  Bmi^t, 

And  Bore  annoyed,  groping  tn  that  griaaly  night. 

Even  all  the  nation  of  unfortniiate 

And  fatall  birds  about  them  flocked  were, 

Sach  as  by  nature  men  abhorre  and  hate; 

The  ill-fa8t«  owle,  deaths  dreadfull  roeeseugerei 

The  hoars  night-ravEn,  trump  of  dolefiiUdwrei 

The  lether- winged  bait,  day;eBenimy; 

The  mefiill  stnch,  still  waiting  on  the  here; 

The  whistler  ahrill,  that  whoso  hearee  doth  dy  j 

The  helliah  haipyes,  prophela  of  aad  destiny : 

AJI  those,  and  all  that  els  does  horror  breed, 
About  them  flew,  and  fild  their  say  let  with  feare: 
Yet  slayd  they  not,  but  forwiard  did  proceed. 
Whiles  th'  one  did  row,  and  th'  other  stifly  steare ; 
0.111  that  at  last  the  weather  gaa  to  oleare. 
And  the  faire  land  itselfe  did  piaynly  show. 


Therefore,  Sir  Knight,  your  ready  armi  aboat  yon  throw." 

He  hearkned,  and  hia  armea  about  him  tooke,  3i 

The  whiles  the  nimble  bote  ao  well  her  iped. 
That  with  her  crooked  keele  the  laud  ahe  atnx^i 
Then  forth  tiie  noble  Guyon  saUied, 
And  his  sage  palmer  that  him  governed; 
But  th'  other  by  his  hole  behind  did  star. 
They  marched  fayrlv  forth,  of  non^t  ydred. 
Both  firmely  armd  for  ever;  hard  ataaf, 
Willi  eooKtiiuj  and  can,  gunat  dannger  lad  dinBay. 
■  2 
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Sie  long  they  heaid  aa  bideoos  bdknring 
Of  manj  beaks,  that  rond  ootrageoiiBly, 
Ab  if  that  hongen  pogn^  or  Yeniis  sdng 
Had  them  enraged  with  fell  soiqiiedrj; 
Yet  nought  they  feard,  bat  past  on  haraHy, 
Untill  they  came  in  Tew  of  tliose  wilde  beasts^ 
Who  all  attonce,  gaping  full  greedily. 
And  rearing  fercely  their  uiwtoring  crests, 
San  towards  to  deTOur  those  uneiqpected  guests. 

But,  Boone  as  th^y  approdit  with  deadly  tbreal^  4C 

The  i>almer  over  than  bis  staffe  upheld. 

His  mightie  staffe,  that  could  aU  charmes  defeat: 

Eflsoones  their  stabbome  oorages  were  aaeld« 

And  high  advaonced  crests  downe  meekely  feld; 

Instead  of  fraying  they  themsdyes  did  feare. 

And  trembled,  as  them  passing  they  beheld: 

Such  wondrous  powre  did  in  uiat  stajSe  appeare. 

All  monsters  to  subdew  to  him  that  did  it  beare. 

Of  that  same  wood  it  fram'd  was  cunningly,  4] 

Of  which  Caduccus  whilome  was  made, 

Caduceus,  the  rod  of  Mercury, 

"With  which  he  wonts  the  Stygian  realmes  invade 

Throuprh  ghastly  horror  and  etemall  shade; 

Th'  infemall  feends  with  it  he  can  asswage. 

And  Orcus  tame,  whome  nothing  can  persuade. 

And  rule  the  Fury es  when  thev  most  aoe  rage; 

Such  vertue  in  his  staffe  had  eke  this  palmer  sage. 

Thence  passing  forth,  they  shortly  doe  arryve  £ 

Whereas  the  Bowre  of  Bhsswas  situate; 

A  place  pickt  out  by  choyce  of  best  aljve. 

That  natures  worke  by  art  can  imitate : 

In  which  whatever  in  this  worldly  state 

Is  sweete  and  pleasing  unto  Hving  sense. 

Or  that  may  dayntest  fantasy  a^grate, 

W'as  poured  forth  with  plentifml  dispence, 

And  made  there  to  abound  with  lavish  affluence. 

Goodly  it  was  enclosed  rownd  about,  4 

As  well  their  entred  gnestes  to  keep  within. 

As  those  unruly  beasts  to  hold  without ; 

Yet  was  the  fence  thereof  but  w«dce  and  thin ; 

Kought  feard  their  force,  that  fortilage  to  win. 

But  Wisedomes  powre,  and  Temperaunces  mighty 

By  which  the  mightiest  things  efiorccd  bin : 
And  eke  the  gate  was  wrought  of  cubetaunoe  ligjhti 
'filsliiar /or  fiearaie  thfia  far  baUerj  ot  ^^ 
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Yt  framed  was  of  preciouH  yvory. 

That  eeemd  a  irorlcc  oradmirablo  nitt( 

And  therein  all  Iho  famous  htatory 

Of  latOD  and  Meda^an's^  jnritt; 

Her  mighty  oharmes,  her  furious  loTJog  fltt| 


To  might  have  seen  the  frothy  biUowea  fry 

Uoder  the  ahip  aa  thorough  them  she  went. 

That  eeemd  the  waves  were  into  yrory. 

Or  yyory  into  the  waves  were  sent; 

And  otherwhert>  the  anowy  suhstaunce  aprcnt 

With  vermeil,  like  the  boypB  blood  tUorein  nlied, 

A  piteona  apectacte  did  reiireaent ; 

And  othcrnhilca  with  gold  UeBprmkeled 

Yt  aeemed  tb'  enohauoted  Qame,  wkich  lUd  Creusa  ircd, 

AU  tbia  and  more  might  in  that  goodly  gat« 

Be  red,  that  ever  open  atood  to  all 

Which  thether  came ;  but  in  the  porch  there  aate 

A  comely  peraonage  of  stature  tall. 

And  aemblauQce  pleaaing,  more  than  uaturall, 

That  traretlera  to  him  aeemd  to  entize  ; 

Hia  looaer  garment  to  the  ground  did  fall. 

And  flew  about  hia  heeles  in  wanton  wiie, 

Not  fitt  for  apeedy  pace  or  manly  exercize. 

They  in  that  place  him  Geuitu  did  call : 

Not  that  celeatioll  Fowre.  to  whom  the  cara 

or  life,  and  generation  of  all 

That  lives,  perteines  in  charge  particulare. 

Who  wondrooa  things  concerning  oar  welfare. 

And  atraunge  phantomes,  doth  iSt  oa  ofle  foreaeei 

And  ofte  of  secret  ills  bida  us  beware : 

That  is  our  Selfe,  whom  though  we  do  not  see. 

Yet  each  doth  in  himaelfe  it  ivell  perceive  to  bee : 

Therefore  a  god  him  sage  Antiquity 

X)id  wisely  make,  and  good  Agdistea  call; 

Sut  thia  same  was  to  tbat  quite  contrary. 

The  foe  of  life,  that  good  enryea  to  all. 

That  secretly  doth  ua  procure  to  fall 

Tbrough  guilefull  Bemblaots,  which  he  makea  ni  lee : 

He  of  thia  gardin  had  the  govcmolL 

And  Fleaai^efl  porter  waa  devini  to  DM, 

Jlddiag  » ttaSe  in  hMiid  for  mora  fonulitoe. 


^'At  ^nftoh' 
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With  diTcrse  floKTCB  he  daintily  wm  deckt,  49 

And  Btrowcd  round  about;  and  by  his  side 
T  bcmle  of  wine  WM  sett, 

, . .  kim  bene  sacrifide  j 

Whcrewitli  all  new-come  piesia  he  grntvfide : 

So  did  he  eke  Sir  Gn.Ton  psssing  by; 

But  he  his  ydle  ciirteiie  cfcGdo. 

And  overthrew  hi*  bowie  disdainfully. 

And  broke  his  staiTe,  with  which  he  charmed  Mmblantj  sly. 

Thus  beinit  entred  they  bebold  arownd  GC 

A  IsruK  and  ipadous  plaioe.  on  every  aide 

Strowed  wiih  pleMftani ;  whose  fipre  srassy  grownd 

Mantled  with  creene,  and  oodly  heautilide 

With  all  the  ornaments  of  Florae*  pride. 

Wherewith  her  loolher  Art,  aa  holre  in  scome 

Of  niiigard  Nature,  like  a  pompous  bride 

Did  deelte  her.  nod  loo  lavishly  adorne, 

Wlien  forth  from  rirpn  bowrc  she  comes  in  th'  early  mome. 

Thereto  the  hevens  tdwayee  ioritdl  61 

Lookte  on  them  lovely,  atill  m  stedfaate  Rtate, 

Ne  sufTred  storme  nor  frost  on  them  to  fall. 

Their  tender  buds  or  leaves  to  violate  : 

Nor  seorchinp  heat,  nor  cold  intemperate, 

T'  afflict  the  crraturea  which  therein  did  dwell ; 

But  the  milde  ayre  with  season  moderate 

Giently  attempred.  and  disposd  bo  well. 

That  atill  it  breathed  forth  sweet  spirit  and  holesom  nnell : 

If  ore  Bweet  and  hnle«ome  then  the  pleasannt  hill  Si 

Of  Ehodope,  on  which  the  nympbe.  that  bore 

A  gyaont  Da  be.  hereelfe  for  (criefe  did  kill ; 

Or  the  Thesaalian  Tempe,  where  of  yore 

Fayre  Daphne  Phtebus  hart  with  love  did  gore ; 

Or  Ida,  where  the  gods  lov'd  to  repayre, 

Whenever  they  their  hevenly  bowrea  forlore ; 

Or  aweet  Pamanae  the  hannt  of  muses  fayre : 

Or  Eden  Belfe,  if  ought  with  Eden  mote  compayre. 

Unch  wondred  Gnyon  at  the  fayre  aap&rt  63 

Of  diat  sweet  nlace,  yet  suffred  no  delight 
To  sincke  into  hiB  eeace  nor  mind  afiect; 
But  passed  forth,  and  lookt  atill  forward  right, 
Brntling  hiB  will  and  mayateriDg  his  might : 
lul  that  he  came  unto  another  gate ; 
So  gate,  but  like  one,  being  goodly  djaht 
Wia  bowee  and  braonches, » t\cli  did  broad  dilate 
Heir  clwping  Brmea  in  natcm  mmXibxD^  '\a\xvakB. 
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So  fasliioned  a  porch  with  rare  device, 
Archt  orer  head  with  an  embracing  vine. 
Whose  bounches  hanaiog  downe  Bcemd  to  ontico 
All  paaaers-by  to  taste  their  luBhiouB  wine. 
And  did  themaelvcs  into  their  bandit  inoline, 
As  freely  offering  to  be  gathered ; 
Some  deepe  empurpled  as  the  byacine, 
Some  fts  tbe  mbine  laiicbing  swcetely  red. 
Some  like  faiie  emerandeB.  not  yet  well  ripened : 

And  them  amongst  Bome  were  of  burtiisht  gold. 

So  made  by  art  to  beautify  the  reat, 

Whieb  did  theuiselveg  emonzst  tbe  leaves  enfold. 

As  lurking  from  thevew  of  covetous  gueat, 

That  tbe  weake  boughes  with  so  rich  load  opprest 

Did  bow  adoBrne  ai  overburdened. 

Under  that  poreh  a  comelv  dame  did  rest 

Clad  in  fayra  wecdea  but  fowle  disordered. 

And  gormeota  loose  that  seemd  unmeet  for  womanhed : 

la  her  left  hand  a  cap  of  gold  she  held. 
And  with  her  right  the  riper  fruit  did  reach. 
Whose  sappy  liquor,  that  with  fulnesse  swold. 


Tf  uuH?  Hippy  liquor,  tuat  niinU  juiiiu:»su  bwulu. 
Into  her  cup  she  scruzd  with  daintie  breach 
Of  her  fine  fingers,  without  fowle  empeach, 
TL.t  _.  r.^  winepresBB  made  the  wine  more  i>t.d"- 
le  usd  to  give  to  drinke  to  eiaoh, 
isin^  by  she  happened  to  meet: 
'  giuae  all  atraungera  goodly  bo  to  greet. 
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That  all  in  peecea  it  was  broken  fond. 

And  with  tlie  liquor  stained  all  the  londt 

Whereat  Eicesse  exceedingly  wad  wroth. 

Yet  no'te  the  aame  amend,  ne  yet  withatond, 

Sut  Buffered  him  to  passe,  all  were  ahe  loth : 

"Who,  nought  regardmg  her  displeaanre,  forwaid  goth. 

"Hiere  the  most  daintie  paradise  on  ground  t 

Itselfe  doth  offer  to  his  buIxt  i-yc. 

In  which  all  pleasures  vlentiiously  ahownd. 

And  none  does  others  luippincese  envye ; 

Tbe  painted  flowres;  tlu'  trt'es  upshootinghyei 

The  dales  for  shade ;  tlie  hilles  for  breathing  tpaee ; 

The  trembling  groves;  the  I'liristall  running  byj 

And,  that  which  all  fairc  workes  dotli  most  aggrace. 

The  ark  wAioi  all  tiat  ivrou^iiC,  appeared  in  D3  ^\ftCB. 
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One  would  bivp  thought,  (bo  caaninglj  the  rade 
And  iM-orned  partes  were  minaled  with  the  fine,) 
Xhat  Nature  had  for  w&ntonefiae  eneude 
Art,  and  that  Art  at  Nature  did  repine ; 
So  »triring  each  th' other  tc  undermine. 
Each  did  the  others  worke  more  beautifj; 
So  dirriiifi  both  ia  iriUfs  a^eed  in  tine : 
So  all  a(p^ed.  throngh  Bireetc  diversi^, 
This  ganliD  to  adorne  with  all  variet?. 

And  in  the  midst  of  all  a  fountaine  stood. 
Of  ri(ihe«t  ^ub^tanco  that  on  earth  miicht  bee. 
So  pure  and  nhior  that  the  ailver  flood 
Through  ererv  ehannell  running  oae  might  sec ; 
Moit  goodlj  it  nith  curious  ymaLTreo 
Was  orer-wrought,  and  shnpex  of  naked  boj-es, 
Of  which  some  seemd  with  IitgI.t  iollitee 

9, 

n  liquid  iojrs. 

And  OTer  all  of  ^ureat  gold  waa  apred 

A  trayle  ofyrie  in  his  native  hew; 

For  the  rich  metall  was  ao  coloured. 

That  wight,  who  did  not  well  avis'd  it  vew. 

Would  surelj-  deeme  it  to  bee  yrie  trew: 

Low  his  laaciTioQS  armea  adown  did  creepe, 

That  theroaelres  dipping  in  the  silver  dew 

Their  fleecy  flowres  they  fearfully  did  eleepe, 

Which  drops  of  christall  aeemd  for  wantonea  to  weep. 

Infioit  streames  continually  did  well 

Out  of  thia  fountaine,  aweete  and  faire  lo  see. 

The  which  into  an  ample  laver  fell. 

And  ahortiv  grew  to  so  great  quantitio, 

Oli&t  Uke  a  litle  lake  it  peemd  to  bee ; 

Whoeedepth  exceeded  not  three  cubits  hiftht. 

That  throufih  the  waves  one  might  the  bottom  aee, 

All  pav'd  beneath  with  jaspar  suiniug  bright. 

That  seemd  the  fountaine  m  that  sea  did  aayle  upnghl 

And  all  the  margent  round  about  was  sett 
With  shady  laurell  trees,  thence  to  defend 
The  sunny  beames  which  on  the  billowes  bett, 
And  those  which  thereio  bathed  mote  offend. 
As  Gnyo  hapned  by  tlie  same  to  wend, 
Two  naked  aamielles  he  therein  espyde, 
Wliich  therein  bathing  seemed  to  contend 

Ajid  wmtie  wantonly,  ne  car'd  to  hyde 

Shar  d»ia^  partea  oomTow  of  aas  v^wSh&ei&e^ 


_._ one  woald  lift  the  other  qaight 

Above  the  watcrB.  and  then  downe  sgaino 
Her  plong,  aa  over-maystered  by  might. 
Where  both  awhile  would  eOTered  remaine. 
And  each  the  othur  from  to  rise  reatraioe ; 
Tlie  whileii  their  enowy  limlies,  as  through  H  vela. 
So  IhroUKh  tho  christall  wares  appeared  plaine; 
Then  gudileinly  both  would  themselrea  unheic, 
And  th'  amorous  awcet  apoiles  to  greedy  eyes  revels. 

As  that  fairc  starre,  the  meraetif^  of  morae. 

His  deawy  face  out  of  the  aea  doth  reare : 

Or  M  the  Cyprian  Boddesse,  npwlir  borne 

or  th' ocean  e  fmitfiill  froth,  did  hrat  aEipearei 

Such  8<>enied  they,  and  so  their  yellow  hears 

ClirislnUioc  humor  dropped  downe  apaee. 

AVliom  suph  when  Guyoq  saw.  him  drew  him  neare. 

Add  Mincwhat  gan  relent  hia  earnest  pace; 

His  ntubborne  hrcst  Ran  swrret  pies 


The  wanton  maidens  him  espying,  stood  66 

GazioK  awhile  at  his  nnwonted  guise ; 

Then  th'  one  herselfe  low  dnckra  in  the  flooda 

Abasht  that  her  a  straunger  did  avise ; 

But  th'  other  rather  higher  did  arise. 

And  her  two  lilly  paps  aloft  displayd. 

And  all,  that  might  bis  melting  hart  entysa 

To  her  delipbts,  she  unto  him  bewrayd; 

The  rest,  hidd  nnderoeath,  him  more  daBirotu  made. 

With  that  tbe  other  likewise  up  arose,  67 

And  her  faire  lockos,  which  formerly  were  bownd 

Up  in  one  knott,  she  low  adowne  did  lose. 

Which  flowing  long  and  thiek  her  cloth'd  arownd. 

And  th"  jTorie  in  golden  mantle  gownd : 

So  that  faire  spectacle  from  him  was  reft, 

Yet  that  whicn  refl  it  no  lease  faire  was  fowod: 

So  hidd  in  loclies  and  waves  from  lookers  theft. 

Nought  but  her  lovely  face  she  for  his  looking  lefL 

Witb&ll  she  laughed,  and  she  bluiht  withall,  63 

That  blushing  to  her  laughter  gave  more  graoe. 

And  laughter  to  her  blushing,  as  did  fall. 

Now  when  they  spyde  the  knight  to  alaake  hi>  pBM 

Them  to  behold,  and  in  his  sparkling  face 

The  secrete  signes  of  kindled  lust  appeare, 

Their  wanton  merrimenta  they  did  enoreaoe. 

And  to  him  beckned  to  approch  more  oeaie. 

And  giewd  Mm  Buar  aigbta  thftt  eoTageoolilLDQnX&.Tc«xtt- 
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On  which  when  guang  him  the  palmer 

He  much  rebakt  thoee  wandring  eyes  of  his. 

And  coonseld  well  him  forward  ihenoe  did  draw. 

Now  are  (hev  come  nigh  to  the  Bowre  of  BUs, 

Of  her  fond  ravorites  so  nam'd  amis ; 

When  thns  the  palmer;  ""Now,  sir,  weU  ayise; 

For  here  the  end  of  aU  our  trareill  is: 

Here  won'nes  Acrasia,  whom  we  must  snrprise. 

Els  she  will  slip  away,  and  all  our  drift  despise." 

Eftsoones  they  heard  a  most  mdodions  sound,  7( 

Of  aU  that  mote  delis^t  a  daintie  eare, 

Such  as  attonce  might  not  on  living  sround. 

Save  in  this  paradise,  be  heard  elsewhere : 

Eight  hard  it  was  for  wight  which  did  it  heare. 

To  read  what  manner  mnsioke  that  mote  bee ; 

For  aU  that  pleasing  is  to  living  eare 

Was  there  consorted  in  one  harmonee ; 

Birdes,  voices,  instruments,  windes,  waters,  all  agree : 

The  lojous  birdes,  shrouded  in  chearefuU  shade,  71 

Their  notes  unto  the  voice  attempred  sweet ; 

Til*  an^elicall  soft  trembling  voyces  made 

To  th[  instruments  divine  respondence  meet; 

The  silver-sounding  instruments  did  meet 

With  the  base  murmure  of  the  waters  fall ; 

The  waters  fidl  with  difference  discreet. 

Now  soft,  now  loud,  unto  the  wind  did  call ; 

The  gentle  warbling  wind  low  answered  to  2ill. 

There,  whence  that  musick  seemed  heard  to  bee,  73 

Was  the  faire  witch  herselfe  now  solacing 

With  a  new  lover,  whom,  through  sorceree 

And  witchcraft,  *»he  from  farre  did  thether  bring : 

There  she  had  him  now  laid  a  slombering 

In  secret  shade  after  long  wanton  ioyes ; 

Whilst  round  about  them  pleasauntly  did  sing 

^lany  faire  ladies  and  lascivious  boyes, 

That  ever  mixt  their  song  with  light  licentious  toyes. 

And  all  that  while  riorht  over  him  she  hong  73 

With  her  false  eyes  fast  fixed  in  his  sight, 

As  seeking  medicine  whence  she  was  stong, 

Or  greedify  depasturing  delight; 

And  oft  inclining  downe  with  kisses  light. 

For  feare  of  wakmg  him,  his  lips  bedewd. 

And  through  his  humid  eyes  did  sucke  his  spright. 

Quite  molten  into  lust  and  pleasure  lewd; 

Wherewith  she  sighed  soft,  aa  \£  b^  oaa^  t^^  T«vd« 
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The  whiles  some  one  did  chaunt  this  lorely  lay; 
Ah  !  lee.  mhato  fayre  Ihlag  doea/faine  to  see, 
In  rprin^hty  Jloini-e  the  image  q/'  liy  da}/ 1 
Ah  !  lee  the  virgin  ni'e,  iom  tKeellu  ahee 
Dothjirtt  prepefoorlk  leith  baalifull  tnodmfef, 
Tial/airvr  leevKs  the  les»e  t/e  me  her  moy  / 
'    '  qfter  hma  more  bold  and  Jree 


So  panelh,  in  the  polling  of  a  dag,  75 

fmortall  life  Ike  Uqfe,  Ike  bud.  the^fionin; 
more  dotkjlariih  after  Jirat  decay. 
That  eartt  viat  taught  to  deck  both  lieii  ami  bourn 
Of  many  a  ladi/.  aad-manff  a  varamotcre ! 
Galhtr  therefore  the  roae  ichileil  yet  it  prime, 
Jibr  toone  eomet  age  that  will  her  pride  dijlowm  t 
Giiiher  the  roie  tf  love  whitest  yet  ii  time. 
Whileel  loeitig  Ihoa  mai/al  loved  be  milh  eqaall  crime. 

He  o»st;  and  then  nn  tH  the  quire  of  birdea  7Q 

iWr  direne  uot«8  t  attune  unto  Mb  lar, 
As  ia  appravauDce  of  his  pleasiiig  wordes. 
The  constAot  puyre  heard  all  that  he  did  sa^. 
Yet  ewarred  not,  but  kept  their  forward  way 
Through  many  oorert  groTts  and  thickets  cloae. 
In  which  they  creep  iu(t  did  at  last  diaplay 
That  wanton  lady,  witb  her  lover  lose, 
Whose  sleepie  head  she  in  her  lap  did  soft  dispoie. 

Upon  a  bed  of  rosea  ahe  was  Ii^,  77 

Ab  funt  through  heat,  or  dight  to  oleaMnt  am; 

And  was  araya,  or  rather  diaarayd. 

Ail  in  a  Tele  of  ailke  a.id  silver  Uiin, 

That  hid  no  whit  her  alablaster  skin. 

But  rather  ahewd  more  white,  if  more  might  bee; 

More  subtile  web  Arachne  cannot  spin; 

Sot  the  fine  nets,  which  oft  we  woven  aee 

Of  scorched  deaw,  do  not  in  th'  ayre  more  lifflitlf  See. 

Her  snowy  breet  was  bare  to  ready  spoyle  79 

Of  hungry  eies,  which  n'ote  therewith  be  flld ; 
And  yet,  througb  languour  of  her  late  sweet  toyle. 
Few  drops,  more  cleare  then  uectar,  forth  distild. 
That  Uke  pure  orient  perles  adowne  it  trild; 
And  her  faire  eyes,  sweet  smytinf;  in  delight, 
Moyatened  their  fierie  heantes,  with  which  she  thrild 
Fraile  harts,  yet  quenched  not ;  like  itan;  U^<t,     \\in^^ 
Which,  tparckUng  cm  the  nleot  mTM,  dcM  «aemfi  ^^ 
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The  yomiff  man,  deepins  by  her»  seemd  to  be  fl 

Some  gocNlly  swayne  of  noiK)fable  ^koe; 

That  certea  it  j^reat  mtlr  waa  to  aee 

Him  his  nobility  ao  fowle  deface : 

A  sweet  regard  and  amiable  grace. 

Mixed  with  manl^r  atemeaae,  did  appeare, 

Yet  sleeping,  in  his  well-pioportiona  face; 

And  on  his  tender  lips  tbe  downer  heaie 

Did  not  but  freshly  apxing,  and  silken  blotaoma  beare. 

His  warlike  armea,  the  ydle  instrumenta  0 

Of  sleeping  praise,  were  hong  upon  a  tree : 

And  his  brave  shield,  full  of  old  monimenta. 

Was  fowly  ras't,  that  none  the  siffnes  might  aeei 

l^e  for  them  ne  for  honour  cared  nee, 

Ne  ought  that  did  to  his  advaunoement  tend ; 

But  in  lewd  lores,  and  wastfull  luxuree. 

His  dayes,  his  goods,  his  bodie  he  did  spend: 

O  horrible  enchantment,  that  him  so  did  blend ! 

Hie  noble  elfe  and  carefiill  palmer  drew  8! 

So  nigh  them,  minding  nought  but  lustfull  game. 

That  suddein  forth  they  on  them  rusht,  and  threw 

A  subtile  net,  which  only  for  that  same 

The  skilfull  palmer  formallv  did  frame: 

So  held  them  under  fast ;  the  whiles  the  rest 

Fled  all  away  for  feare  of  fowler  shame. 

The  faire  enchauntresse,  so  unwares  oppreet, 

Tryde  all  her  arts  and  all  her  sleights  thence  out  to  wrest ; 

And  eke  her  lover  strove ;  but  all  in  vaine :  8j 

For  tnat  same  net  so  cunniDgly  was  wound. 

That  neither  guile  nor  force  misht  it  distraine. 

They  tooke  tnem  both,  and  bom  them  strongly  boxmd 

In  captive  bandes,  which  there  they  readie  found : 

But  her  in  chaines  of  adamant  he  tyde; 

For  nothing  else  might  keepe  her  safe  and  sound: 

But  Verdant  (so  he  night)  he  soone  untyde. 

And  counsell  sage  in  steed  thereof  to  hiin  applyde. 

But  all  those  pleasaunt  bowres,  and  pallace  brave,  82 

Guyon  broke  downe  with  rigour  nittilesse : 
Ne  ought  their  goodly  workmanship  might  save 
ThemTrom  the  tempest  of  his  wrathfulnesse. 
But  that  their  blisse  he  tum'd  to  balefulnesse. 
Their  groves  he  feld;  their  gardins  did  deface; 
Their  arbers  spoyle;  their  cabinets  suppresse* 
Their  banket-nouses  bume;  their  buildings  race; 
And,  ofibe  fayrest  late,  now  ma^  \]^e  io^\»i^\\%cQ« 
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Then  led  th^  lier  away,  and  eke  that  knight  84 

They  wiUi  them  led,  hoik  sorronrfuU  and  sad: 

The  way  the^  came,  the  same  retoom'd  they  right* 

Till  they  amred  where  they  lately  had 

Charm'd  those  wild  beasts  that  rag'd  with  forie  mad ; 

Which,  now  awaking,  fierce  at  them  can  fly. 

As  in  their  mistresse  reskew,  whom  they  lad ; 

But  them  the  palmer  soone  did  pacify.  [did  ly. 

Then  Ghiyon  askt,  what  meant  Uiose  beastes  which  there 

Sayd  he;  "  These  seeming  beasts  are  men  in  deed«  85 

Whom  this  enchauntresse  hath  transformed  thas, 

Whylome  her  lovers,  which  her  lustes  did  feed. 

Now  tamed  into  figures  hideous. 

According  to  their  mindes  like  monstruous." 

"  Sad  end,"  qnoth  he.  *'  of  life  intemperate^ 

And  moumeml  meed  of  ioyes  delicious ! 

But,  palmer,  if  it  mote  thee  so  agsrate. 

Let  them  returned  be  unto  their  ^rmer  state.** 

Streightwav  he  with  his  virtuous  staffe  them  strooke,       80 

And  streignt  of  beastes  they  comely  men  became ; 

Yet  being  men  they  did  unmanly  looke. 

And  stared  ghastly;  some  for  inward  shame. 

And  some  for  wrath  to  see  their  captive  dame: 

But  one  above  the  rest  in  speciall. 

That  had  an  hog  beene  late,  hight  GrvUe  by  name, 

Kepyned  ^atlv,  and  did  him  miscall 

That  had  from  hoggish  forme  him  brought  to  naturall. 

Saide  Gruyon ;  "  See  the  mind  of  beastly  man,  87 

That  hath  so  soone  forgot  the  excellence 

Of  his  creation,  when  he  life  began. 

That  now  he  chooseth  with  vile  difierence 

To  be  a  beast,  and  lacke  intelligence  I" 

To  whom  the  palmer  thus ;  '*  The  donghill  kinde 

Delightes  in  filth  and  fowle  incontinence : 

Let  Gryll  be  Gryll,  and  have  his  hoggish  minde : 

But  let  us  hence  depart  wliilest  wether  serves  and  winde." 


THE  THIRDE  BOOKE 
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Q%e  XeseiOr  9(  Vrttommls,  or  of  CD^sstitQ. 


IT  falls  me  bere  to  write  of  Chastity, 
l^t  fiiyrest reitae,  fiur  abore  the  rest: 
For  which  what  needes  me  fetch  from  Faery 
Forreine  ensamples  it  to  hare  exprestP 
SiUi  it  is  shrined  in  mj  soveraines  brest» 
And  formd  so  lively  in  each  perfect  part, 
That  to  aU  ladies,  which  have  it  protest, 
I^eed  but  behold  the  ponrtraict  of  her  hart ; 
If  pourtrayd  it  might  oee  by  any  living  art : 

Bnt  living  art  may  not  least  part  expresse, 

Nor  life-resembling  pencill  it  can  pajnt: 

All  were  it  Zeuxis  or  Praxiteles, 

His  dffidale  hand  would  faile  and  greatly  fajnt, 

And  her  perfections  with  his  error  taynt : 

"Ne  poets  witt,  that  passeth  painter  farre 

In  picturing  the  parts  of  beauty  daynt. 

So  nard  a  workemanship  adventure  diure. 

For  feare  through  want  of  words  her  excellence  to  mam 

How  then  shall  I,  apprentice  of  the  skill 
That  whilome  in  divinest  wits  did  rayne. 
Presume  so  high  to  stretch  mine  humble  quill  P 
Yet  now  my  lucklesse  lott  doth  me  constrayne 
Hereto  perforce :  but,  O  dredd  soverayne. 
Thus  far  forth  pardon,  sith  that  choicest  witt 
Cannot  your  glorious  pourtraict  figure  playne, 
Hiat  I  in  colourd  showes  may  shadow  itt. 
And  Antique  pndses  unto  present  persons  fitt. 

Bat  if  in  living  colours,  and  right  hew, 

Tbvselfe  tbou  covet  to  see  pictured. 

Who  can  it  doe  more  lively,  or  more  trew. 

Then  that  sweete  verse,  with  nectar  snrinckeled, 

In  which  a  gracious  servaunt  pictured 

His  Qynthia,  his  heavens  fayrest  li^ht? 

That  with  his  melting  sweetnes  ravished. 
And  with  the  wonder  of  her  beames  bright, 
Jkfjrseneea  inlied  are  in  slomber  of  de^i^b^K 


i. 


• 

Bnfc  let  that  same  delitioiiB  poet  lend 

A  little  leave  unto  a  roBticke  miue 

To  lin^  his  mistresse  prayae ;  and  let  him  mend. 

If  oujgpat  amis  her  liking  may  abuse : 

Ne  Irt  his  fayrest  Cynthia  refuse 

In  mirrouiB  more  then  one  herselfe  to  see ; 

But  either  Gloriana  let  her  chuse, 

Or  in  Belphoebe  fashioned  to  bee ; 

In  ih*  one  her  rule,  in  th'  other  her  rare  chastitee. 


CANTO  L 

Goyoii  enoonntrtth  Brttomart : 
Fijre  FlorimeU  to  ebaeed: 

Duetnes  tninet  and  MatoCM- 
tMt  ohampions  are  deftced. 

The  famous  Briton  prince  and  Eaeiy  knight. 
After  lona  ways  and  perilous  paines  endur'd. 
Haying  their  weary  Umbes  to  perfect  plight 
Bestora,  and  sory  wounds  right  well  recur'd, 
Of  Uie  faire  Alma  greatl:^  were  procur*d 
To  make  there  lenger  soioume  and  abode ; 
But,  when  thereto  they  might  not  be  aUur'd 
From  seeking  praise  and  deedes  of  armes  abrode, 
They  courteous  cong^  tooke,  and  forth  together  yode. 

But  the  captiy*d  Acrasia  he  sent. 

Because  oftrayeill  long,  a  nigher  way, 

With  a  stron^f  gard,  au  reskew  to  prevent. 

And  her  to  I?  aery  court  safe  to  convay ; 

That  her  for  witnes  of  his  hard  assay 

Unto  his  Faery  Queene  he  might  present: 

But  he  himselfe  betooke  another  way, 

To  make  more  triall  of  his  hardiment. 

And  seek  adventures,  as  he  with  Prince  Arthure  went 

Long  so  they  traveiled  through  wastefull  wayes. 

Where  daungers  dwelt,  and  perils  most  did  wonnc, 

To  hunt  for  gloiy  and  renowroed  prayse : 

Full  many  countreyes  they  did  overrone. 

From  the  uprising  to  the  setting  sunne. 

And  many  nard  adventures  did  atchieve ; 

Of  aU  the  which  th^  honour  ever  wonne, 

Seeking  the  weake  om»res8ed  to  relieve. 

And  to  jnocfver  right  tor  muk  u  irxong  £i3l  fgrve^^. 
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At  last,  as  throngh  an  open  plaine  iher  yode,  4 

They  spide  a  knight  that  iownrdBjgiiskod&jTe ; 

And  him  b^iSe-vingiSchsqiiir^l^      roSe,  ~ 

That  seemd  to  coach  Trndiwlua  shield  three-aqnaro. 

As  if  that  age  badd  him  that  burden  spare. 

And  yield  it  those  that  stoater  ooold  it  wield: 

He,  them  espying,  san  himselfe  prepare. 

And  on  his  arme  addresse  his  goodly  shield 

That  bore  a  lion  passant  in  a  golden  fidd. 

Which  seeing  good  Sir  Gkiyon  deare  besought  fi 

The  Prince,  ofgrace,  to  let  him  ronne  that  tume. 

He  graunted :  then  the  Faeiy  quickly  raught 

His  poynant  speare,  and  sharply  ean  to  spume 

His  fbmy  steed,  whos  fiery  feete  £d  bume 

The  verdant  gras  as  he  thereon  did  tread ; 

Ne  did  the  other  backe  his  foote  retume. 

But  fiercehr  forward  came  withouten  dread. 

And  bent  his  dreadful  speare  against  the  others  head. 

They  beene  ymett,  and  both  theyr  points  arriv'd ;  ( 

But  Guj'on  arove  so  furious  and  fell. 

That  seemd  both  shield  and  plate  it  would  have  riv'd; 

Nathelesse  it  bore  his  foe  not  from  his  sell. 

But  made  him  stagger,  as  he  were  not  well : 

But  Guyon  selfe,  ere  well  he  was  aware, 

Nigh  a  speares  length  behind  his  crouper  fell ; 

Yet  in  his  fall  so  well  himselfe  he  bare. 

That  mischievous  mischaunce  his  life  and  limbs  did  spare. 

Great  shame  and  sorrow  of  that  fall  he  tooke ;  ' 

For  never  yet,  sith  warlike  armes  he  bore. 

And  shivering  speare  in  bloody  field  first  shooke, 

He  fownd  himselfe  dishonoured  so  sore. 

Ah !  gentlest  knight,  that  ever  armor  bore. 

Let  not  thee  pprieve  dismoimted  to  have  beene. 

And  brought  to  grownd,  that  never  wast  before ; 

For  not  thy  fault,  but  secret  powre  unseene ; 

That  speare  enchaunted  was  which  lay  d  thee  0[n  tihe  greene 

But  weenedst  thou  what  wight  thee  overthrew,  i 

Much  greater  griefe  and  shamefuller  regrett 
For  thy  hard  mrtune  then  thou  wonldst  renew. 
That  of  a  sinirle^damzell  thou  wert  mett 
On  eqnall  ptaine,  and  there  so  hardl)esett: 
/'  ^gven  thejamqus  Britpmart  it  was. 
Whom  straunge'^adventure  £d  ftom  Britayne  fett 
To  aeeke  her  lover  (lore  far  acrai^t  alas !) 
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FiiU  of  dudainefiillwraih,  he  fierce  imroee  0 

For  to  rerenge  that  fowle  reprochefuU  shame, 
And.  maichiapf  his  bright  sword,  began  to  dofo 
With  her  on  toot,  and  stouUj  forwud  came ; 
*"     rather  would  he  then  endore  that  same. 
Uh  wliftw  fti*  primflr  mwt  he  gan  to  feare 
His  toward  jperin,  and  untoward  blame. 
Which  by  that  new  rencounter  he  should  reare ; 
For  Death  sate  on  the  point  of  that  enchaunted  speare : 

And  hasting  towards  him  gan  fajyre  i>er8wade  10 

Not  to  provoke  misfortune,  nor  to  weene 
His  speares  default  to  mend  with  cruell  Uade } 
For  by  his  mightie  science  he  had >gcaie 
i$cf6lB  VBrtiiB  :oftiiflt  Wei^n  Iceene, 

mortaQ  puissaunce  mote  not  i^Qiilond: 

Nothing  on  earth  mote  alwaies  hnj/fgy  beene  I 

Great  hazard  were  it^  and  adventure  fbnd 

To  loose  long-gotten  honour  with  one  evm  bond. 

By  such  good  meanes  he  him  discounselled  11 

Irom  prosecuting  his  revenging  rage : 

And  eke  the  prince  like  treaty  handeled. 

His  wrathfull  will  with  reason  to  aswage ; 

And  laid  the Jblame,  not  to  his  carriage, 

But  tcTEs  starting  steed  that  swarv'd  asyde^ 

XSdrto  the  in  fmrveyaunce  of  his  page, 

That  had  his  furnitures  not  firmely  tvde : 

So  is  his  angiy  corage  fayrly  pacifyoe. 

J "^ Thus  reconcilement  wa9.b_etweene  themknittr  12 

(    Throa^cb^Qdly  tenr>e£aimce  jmd  affection  chaste ; 
And  either  vowd  with  all  their  power  and  witt 
To  let  not  others  honour  be  detaste 
Of  friend  or  foe,  whoever  it  embaste, 
Ne  armes  to  bear  against  the  others  syde : 
In  which  accord  the  prince  was  also  plaste, 
/And  with  that  golden  chaine  of  concord  tyde: 
^^o  goodly  all  agreed,  they  forth  yfere  did  lyde. 

O,  goodly  usage  of  those  antique  tymes,  il 

In  which  the  sword  was  servaunt  unto  rifi^t ; 

When  not  for  malice  and  contentious  dymes. 

But  all  for  nrayse  and  proofe  of  manbr  might^ 

The  martiaH  brood  accustomed  to  fight : 

Then  honour  was  the  meed  of  victoi:;^, 

And  yet  the  vanquished  had  no  despight : 

Let  later  age  that  noble  use  envy, 

Yjh  rancor  to  Mvoid  and  cmell  sarq|iiedxy  I 
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LonpT  they  thuB  trayeiled  in  firiendljr  wise,  14 

Through  coontreyes  waste,  and  eke  well  edifydo, 
/  Seeking  adrentores  hard,  to  exercise 
V  Their  pnissannce,  whylome  Ml  demlj  tiyde: 
At  length  th^  came  into  a  forest  wyde. 
Whose  hideous  horror  and  sad  tremblinff  sownd 
Full  grieslj  seemed :  therein  they  lonff  did  lyde^ 
Yet  tract  of  living  creature  none  they  Townd, 
Save  beares,  lyons,  and  buJs,  which  romed  them  arownd. 

AH  suddenly  out  ofthe  thickest  brushy  15 


8tone» 

And  eke,  through  feare,  as  white  as  whales  bone : 
Her  garments  all  were  wrought  of  beaten  gold. 
And  all  her  steed  with  tinsell  trappings  shone, 
"Which  fledd  so  fast  that  nothing  mote- him  hold. 
And  scarse  them  leasure  gave  her  passing  to  behold. 

8tffikM.ahaJiedd  her  eye  she  backward  threw,  16 

As  fearioff  evill  that  poursewed  her  fast ; 

And  her  taire  yellow  locks  behind  her  flew. 

Loosely  disperst  with  puff  of  every  blast: 

All  as  a  blazing  starre  doth  farre  outcast 

His  hearie  beames,  and  flaming  locks  dispredd. 

At  sight  whereof  the  people  stand  aghast ; 
/^  But  the  sage  wisard  telles  as  he  has  redd, 
Ljrhat  it  imp6rtunes  death  and  dolefull  dreryhedd. 

So  as  they  gazed  after  her  awhyle,  17 

Lo !  where  a  grie^  foster  forth  did  rush, 

Bre^t^Dr^g^astTy^lust  ^r  y"deT^    : 

TJT^felinij  ia3e  he  fiersly  forth  diopush 

Through  thicke  and  thin,  both  over  banck  and  bush* 

In  hope  her  to  attaine  by  hooke  or  crooke. 

That  from  his  gory  sydes  the  blood  did  gush : 

Large  were  his  limbes,  and  terrible  his  looke. 

Ana  in  his  clownish  hand  a  sharp  bore-speare  he  shooke. 

"Wliich  outrage  when  those  gentle  knights  did  see,  18 

Full  of  great  envy  and  fell  gealosy. 

They  stayd  not  to  aviso  who  first  should  bee» 

But  all  spurd  after,  fast  as  they  mote  fly, 

Toxeskew  her  frcmtshamefullTiUapy. 

Tlie  prince  and  Gu^on  equally  bylive 

Herselfe  pursewd,  m  hope  to  win  thereby 

Jfaet  goocHy  meede,  the  farest  dame  alive*. 

But  after  too  fbole  foster  Timiaa  (^a^^«. 
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The  whfles  faire  Britopariy  whose  oonstant  mind  19 

Would  not  80  lightly  follow  beauties  chace, 

Ne  reckt  of  ladies  lore,  did  stay  behynd; 

And  them  awaited  there  a  oertame  spaice, 

To  weete  if  they  would  tume  backe  to  that  place : 

Bat  nrhea  she  saw  them  gone,  she  forward  went» 

As  lay  her  ioumey,  through  that  perlous  paoe^ 

With  stedfast  corage  and  stout  hiyrdiment; 

Ne  eril  thing  she  feard,  ne  evill  thing  she  meni. 

At  last,  asjogh  oat.g(i2uLSQfidL she  erne,  20 

Aftay^lbr  ftMtlfiliff  away  she  9£^k  ^ 

To  which  her  steps  directly  she  did  frame. 

That  castle  was  most  goodly  edifyde^ 

And  plaste  for  pleasure  nigh  that  forrest  qrde : 

But  faire  before  the  gate  a  spatious  jplimie. 

HTsntlMJ  with  grftene,  itselfe  did  spradoeifwyde, 

On  which  ahft  mmw  air  Tmigh^j  thftt  did  darTj^rne  \ 

Piers  battaill  against  one  with  cruell  mighCand  mayne.      ^ 

Mainely  they  all  attonce  upon  him  laid,  21 

And  sore  besett  on  every  side  arownd, 

That  nigh  he  breathlesse  grew,  vet  nought  dismaid, 

Ne  eTer  to  them  yielded  toot  of  grownd, 

All  had  he  lost  much  blood  through  many  a  wownd ; 

But  stoutly  dealt  his  blowes,  and  every  war. 

To  which  ne  turned  in  his  wrathfull  stowno. 

Made  them  recoile,  and  fly  from  dredd  decay. 

That  none  of  all  the  six  before  him  durst  assay : 

Like  dastard  curres,  that,  having  at  a  bay  22 

The  salvage  beast  embost  in  wearie  chace. 

Pore  not  adventure  on  the  stubbome  pray, 

Ne  byte  before,  but  rome  from  place  to  places 

To  get  a  snatch  when  turned  is  his  face. 

In  such  distresse  and  doubtfull  ieopardy 

WEeii  Britomart  Jiim  saw«  she  rtm  apace 

UntohjgTBskew,  and  with  earnest  cry 

Badd  Uidse  same  six  forbeare  that  single  enimy. 

But  to  her  cry  they  list  not  lenden  eare,  23 

Ne  ought  the  more  their  mightie  strokes  snrceasse ; 
But,  gatlienng  him  rownd  about  more  neare, 
Their  direfull  rancour  rather  did  encreasse ; 
Till  that  she,  rushing  through  the  thickest  preasse^ 
Perforce  disparted  their  compacted  gyre, 
And  soone  compeld  to  hearken  unto  peace: 
Tho  gan  she  myld^y  of  them  to  inquyre 
Tb^  cause  of  their  dkaention  and  outrageooft  yee* 
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Wbereto  that  BUiele  lou^t  did  anairere  frame ;  H 

These  BIX  woula  me  enforce,  by  oddes  of  might, 
'■v  To.chaunge  my  iiefe,  and  love  anolher  daine ; 
That  death  mo  liefer  vere  then  such  despight, 
So  unto  wrong  to  yield  my  wrested  right ; 
For  I  love  one,  the  trueBt  ooe  on  grownd, 
Ne  liat  me  ciinunge;  Eha^leriaatdamieU.hight: 
For  whose  dean?  doke  full  many  a  bilttr  stownd 
I  have  enjurd,  and  tasted  m&ny  a  bloody  irawnd." 

"  CcTtes."  said  she,  "  then  becne  ye  size  to  blame.  85 

To  weoiie  your  wronp  by  force  to  iualify: 
''  For  knight  to  leava  his  l»dy  were  (rreat  shame 
That  faithfijll  is;  and  better  irere  to  dy; 
All  lo^e  in  lease,  and  lesse  the  inramy. 
Then  lossc  of  lore  to  him  that  lores  but  one : 
Ne  may  lore  be  compeld  by  maistcry ; 
For,  eoone  as  maigtcry  comee,  sweet  loye  acooo 
TUeth  his  nimble  wingea,  and  aoone  away  is  gone." 

^Rien  spake  one  of  tboae  six  t  "There  dwelletliliere         26 

"Within  this  castle-wall^  lady  fayre, 

"Whose  soTeraine  beautie  hath  no  liTing  pere ; 

Thereto  so  bounteous  and  ho  deboDsyre, 

That  nerer  an^  mote  with  her  compayre : 

She  hath  ordaind  this  law,  which  we  approve. 

That  every  Itnight  which  doth  this  way  repayre. 

In  case  he  have  no  lady  nor  no  lore, 

Shall  doe  onto  her  service,  never  to  remove : 

"  But  if  he  have  a  ]aiy  or  a  love,  27 

Then  must  ho  her  forgoe  with  fowle  deiame, 

Or  eU  witli  us  by  dint  of  swoi  d  approvi.', 

Thai  she  is  fairer  than  our  fairest  dame  j 

As  cGd  this  kniaht,  before  ye  liether  eame," 

"  Perdv."  said  Brilomart,  "  the  choise  is  haidl 

But  what  reward  had  he  that  overcame?" 

"  He  should  advauneed  bee  to  hiffh  recard." 

Said  they.  "  and  have  our  ladies  lore  for  his  reward. 

"ITiereforo  aread,  air,  if  thon  hare  a  lore."  38 

"Ifve  have,!  sun>"  gaoth-ahsr" but  ladj  none; 

Tet  win  Toot  Iro  mine  owne  love  remove, 

Ne  to  your  lady  will  I  service  done. 

But  wreake  your  wronges  wrought  to  this  knight  alone, 

And  prove  his  ranse."    With  that,  her  mortafl  speuw 

She  mightily  aventred  towards  one. 
And  downe  him  amot  ere  well  aware  he  weare ; 
Ihen  to  the  next  she  rode,  and  dcnru'i^'ae^^&.bMn. 


Ke  did  she  star  till  three  on  gproand  slie  layd,  2S 

That  none  of  them  himselfe  eoald  reare  Rgainet 
The  fourth  was  b/  that  other  knight  diszSiyd, 
All  were  he  weane  of  his  former  paine  j 
That  now  there  do  but  two  of  six  remame ; 
Which  two  did  jield  before  she  did  them  smight. 
"  Ah !"  said  she  then,  "  now  may  je  dU  see  plaine,   "^ 
Tbat  troth  is  strong,  and  trew  lore  most  of  might. 
That  for  his  trosty  serraunts  doth  so  strongly  fight."  \ 

"  Too  well  we  see,"  saide  th^y,  "  and  move  too  well        3( 

Onr  fiuilty  weakness,  and  year  matchleese  might : 

Forthr,  faire  sir,  yours  be  the  damosell, 

Whion  by  her  owne  law  to  your  lot  doth  light. 

And  we  your  liegemen  faith  unto  you  plight." 

So  underneath  her  feet  their  swords  the^  nuurd. 

And,  affcer,^^  besoughtf  well  as  th^  might» 

To^it^  in  an^r  reuse  thadew  reward : 

SEe  graunied;  and  then  in  th^  all  together  far'd.**^ 

Long  were  it  to  describe  the  goodly  frame  3! 

And  stately  port  of  Castle  loyeoua,  ^^ 

(For  so  that  castle  hiRhrBjnRJffimdn  name,) 

Where  they  were  entertaynd  with  courteous 

And  comely  glee  of  many  gratious 

Faire  ladies,  and  of  many  a  gentle  knight ; 

Who,  through  a  chamber  long  and  spacious, 

Eftsoones  them  brought  unto  their  ladies  sight, 

That  of  them  cleepeawas  the  ladjnofdeligiji* 

But,  for  to  tell  the  sumptuous  aray  31 

Of  that  great  chamber,  should  be  labour  lost; 

For  living  wit,  I  weene,  cannot  display 

The  roiall  riches  and  exceeding  cost 

Of  every  pillour  and  of  every  post. 

Which  all  of  purest  bullion  framed  were, 

And  with  great  perles  and  pretious  stones  embost; 

That  the  bright  glister  of  their  beames  clcare 

Did  sparckle  forQi  great  light,  and  glorious  did  appeare. 

These  stranger  knights,  through  passing,  forth  were  led  3i 

Into  an  inner  rowme,  whose  royaitee 

And  rich  purveyance  might  uneath  be  red ; 

Mote  Princes  place  beseeme  so  deckt  to  bee. 

Which  statehr  manner  whenas  they  did  see, 

The  image  of  superfluous  riotize, 

Exceeding  much  the  state  of  meane  degree. 

They  greatly  wondred  whence  so  sumptuous  ^gl\zo 

^/Ugh^  he  Budntaynd,  and  each  gan  diyene\y  0£rv\ze% 
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The  Tftlfl  were  ronnd  iilxiut  apparellpd 
WiJE  costTy  olotlits  of  ArrsB  and  of  Toure  j 
Jn  whicli  vrilh  cunnina  hand  was  pourtrahed 
]    The  love  of  Venus  aodiwr-pirnmoiire, 
I    Hie  fijre  Adonia,  hmied  to  a  flowrc ; 
I     A  work  of  rare  device  and  wondrous  wit. 
First  did  it  siiew  the  bitlcr  baJefull  bIowtb, 
"Which  hcT  esM.vd  with  many  a  fen-ent  Gt. 
When  first  her  tender  hart  wa«  with  his  bcautio  emiL 

lien  with  what  cileighls  and  sweet  aUnrementa  ahe 

Entvat  the  boy,  as  well  that  art  she  knew. 

Ana  wooed  hiin  lier  psramoure  to  bee; 

How  maliintr  girloq^  of  each  flowre  that  frrnw, 

To  crowtie  Iiis  ^oI3en  locket  with  honour  dew ; 

Hov  leading  liim  into  a  secret  shade 

From  his  beauperes,  aridfrom  Lriglit  hearens  tew. 

Where  him  to  sleepe  ahe  gently  would  perswade. 

Or  bathe  him  iu  a  fountuiif.  by  aomn  covert  glade : 

And,  whilat  he  ale^t.  she  over  him  would  apred 
Her  tnantle  colour  d  like  the  starry  skyes. 
And  her  aoft  arme  kv  underneath  hia  hed. 
And  with  ambroaiaJi  kisses  bathe  hia  eyes ; 
And,  whilst  be  bath'd,  with  her  two  cratly  apcys 
She  secretlj^  would  seareh  eaeii  daintie  lim, 
And  throw  into  the  well  aweet  roaemaryea. 
And  fragrant  violeta.  and  panncea  trim; 
And  ever  witli  aweet  nectar  ahe  did  apnnkle  him. 

So  did  ahe  steale  his  heedeletse  hart  awaj. 


\  To  bunt  the  salvage  beast  in  forreat  wyde, 
.  DreadfuU  of  daunger  that  mote  him  betyde. 
She  oft  and  oft  advii'd  him  to  refraine 
FVom  chaae  of  greater  bcaatea,  whose  brutiah  pryde 
Hot«  breede  him  icath  unwares ;  bat  all  in  vaine ; 
For  who  can  ahim  llie  chance  that  dest'ny  doth  ordaineP 

ZaI  when  beyond  he  lyetii  lanfrniahiDg,  38 

l}^]r  engored  of  a  great  wilde  bore ; 

And^  luaside  llie  goddesae  grdvetuig 

Uakea  for  bim  eodlease  mone,  and  evermore 

With  her  soft  garment  wipes  away  the  gore 

WUch  ataynes  hia  anowy  akin  with  hatefull  hew: 

Bat,  when  she  saw  no  lieipe  might  him  restore. 


Sim  to  s  dainty  fioare  ahe  did  transmew. 


Wla.^«^  I 


THl  TlXBn  QITKUn.  279 

80  wai  that  chamber  dad  in  goodlj  wise :  39 

And  Townd  about  it  mao^  beds  were  dight, 

As  wbrlome  was  the  antique  worldSs  guises 

Some  tor  untimely  ease,  some  for  delight» 

As  pleased  them  to  use  that  use  it  might : 

And  aU  was  full  of  damsels  and  of  squyres, 

Danncing  and  re7eling[  both  day  and  night» 

And  swimpiing  deepe  in.  niBnauall  desxies ; 

And  all  the  while  sweet  musicke  did  divide  40 

Her  looser  notes  with  Indian  harmony; 
And  all  the  while  sweete  birdes  thereto  applide  . 
Their  daintie  layes  and  dulcet  melody. 
At  caroling  of  lore  and  iollity, 
^That  wonder  was  to  heare  their  trim  oons6ri. 
Which  when  those  knights  beheld,  witli  scomefiill  ^e 
They  sdeigned  such  lascivious  disport, 
id  loath  d  the  loose  demeanure  or  that  wanton  sort. 

Thence  they  were  brought  to  that  greatJadies  vew,         41 

Whom  they  found  sitting  on  a  sumptuous  l^ed. 

That  glistred  all  with  gold  and  glorious  shew. 

As  the  proud  Persian  queenes  accustomed : 

She  seemd  a  woman  of  ^eat  bountihed 

And  of  rare  beautie,  savmg  that  askaunce 

Her  wanton  eyea  {ill  Bignes  of  woinanhed) 

Did  rpU  too  lightly,  and  too  often  glaunc9. 

Without  regard  of  grace  or  comely  amenaunce. 

Lon^  worke  it  were,  and  needlesse,  to  devize  42 

Their  goodly  entertainement  and  great  glee : 

Shg^caused  them  be  led  m  court^ua  wise 

Into,  a  bowre,^  farmed  for  to^ie, 

And  cheared  well  with  wine  and  spiceree: 

^eEedcroMe  Koight  was  .soon  disaiTuedtbe^    ^ 

nut  thftX«wr"e  inaya  would  not  disarmed  b^ 

But  onely  vented  up  her  umbriere. 

And  so  aid  let  her  goodly  visage  to  appere. 

As  when  fayre  Cynthia,  in  darksome  night,  43 

Is  in  a  noyous  croud  enveloped. 

Where  she  may  Rode  the  substance  thin  and  light, 

Breakes  forth  her  silver  beames,  and  her  bright  hed 

Discovers  to  the  norld  discomfited; 

Of  thepoore  traveiler  that  went  astray 

With  tnousand  blessings  she  is  heried : 

gueh-vaj^tbe  beautie^and  the  shining;  ray, 

With  iwB^TS^g  Untom&rt  gave  liglit  uivto  tke  dn.^ . 
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And  eke  tboso  sii,  wliioh  lately  with  her  fonglit, 

Now  were  disarmd.  and  did  ttemwlves  prwi-ut 

UdIo  her  vew,  and  oompany  uiiaought ; 

For  thej  all  seemed  courteons  and  penf. 

And  flilaiie  brEtliren,  boroe  of  oucpacent, 

"ttTiioL  haa'tKcni  trajnd  in  all  civililee. 

And  goodly  laugfat  to  tilt  and  turnajnent; 

Now  were  tliey  liegmen  to  this  ladle  free. 

And  her  knif^lits-BerTire  ought,  to  hold  of  her  in  fee. 

The  firet  of  tbem  by  name  Gardant^  hipht, 
A  iolly  pereon,  and  of  comelvTiTi ; 

The  second  waa.^trlantK  a.  bold  knight ; 

Atid  next  to  him  loMJlLe  slid  ensew; 

Baecianle  did  himselTe  most  eoiirteous  shew; 

BiiTEerce  Baechanlfc  seemd  too  fell  and  keene; 

And  yett  in~annes'NoctBBle  greater  grew: 

All  were  faire  kniphTSTsoS  eoodly  well  beseene; 

But  to  faire  Britomart  they  all  hut  shadones  beene. 

I  For  shee  was  fiill  of  Mpjable  gnoe 

i.  And  flianly  terror  mTied  tTiereyitEa)J ; 
That  M  the  one  slifS'iip  aflec lions  nace, 
So  th'  other  did  mens  rash  deairea  apall. 
And  hold  them  backe  that  nould  in  error  fall : 
Ab  hee  that  bath  espide  a  vermeil]  rose, 
^_ldiicb.  sharp  thornes  and  breret  the  way  forslaU, 
Uve  oot  tor  dr«ad  his  hartly  band  eioose, 
Sut,  wishing  it  far  off,  hia  ydle  wiah  doth  lose. 

^Vhoin  when  the  lady  saw  ao  faire  a  wight, 

[All  ignorant  of  her  conlrArr  sex, 
^or  shee  her  weend  a  fresh  and  lusty  knight,} 

\Shee  greatly  gan  enamoured  to  wei. 
And  with  vaine  thoughts  her  falsed  fancy  vci: 
Her  fickle  hart  coneeived  hasty  fyre, 
Like  sparkes  of  fire  which  fall  in  sclender  flex, 
That  sliortly  brent  into  extreme  desyre. 
And  ransBckt  all  her  veines  with  passion  entyre. 

Eftsoonea  shee  grew  to  (Treat  impatience, 
And  into  tennei  of  open  outrage  brust. 
That  plaine  discovered  her  ineontinence; 
3fe  recht  ahee  who  her  meanins  did  mistrust ; 
f  For  |iie  was  giveiL^l  to  flenbiv  lust. 
And  puuRd  lortb  in  tensual]  deliglit, 
lliat  all  regard  of  shame  she  had  discnst, 
I  And  meet  respect  of  honor  pat  to  Sight : 
^80  tbMiaeleaae  beauty  aoone  beocnnea  &  VoatM^  «v£hL 
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Aire  ladies,  that  to  lore  captired  ane,  4 

And  chaste  desires  doe  nourish  in  jonr  mind. 

Let  not  her  fault  your  sweete  affections  marre ; 

Ke  blott  the  bounty  of  all  womankind 

^Mongst  thousands  good,  one  wanton  dame  to  find : 

"^  »t  the  roses  grow  some jdfi^ed  veeds : 

f  was  nQ£jtQ3Qy(£T>dfltt8t  indind ; 
iror  lore  doea  alwaies  bring  forth  bbunieous  deeds. 
And  in  each  gentle  hart  dmire  of  honor  breeds. 

Noughtsoof  lore  this  looser  dame  did  skill,  ( 

But  as  a  cole  to  kindle  fleshly  flame, 

GiTing  the  bridle  to  her  wanton  will. 

And  treading  under  foote  her  honest  name : 

Sudh  love  is  nate,  and  such  desire  is  shame. 

Still  did  she  rove  at  her  with  orafhr  glaunce 

Of  her  false  eies,  tiiat  at  her  hart  did  ayme. 

And  told  her  meaning  in  her  countenaunoe ; 

But  Britomart  dissembled  it  with  ignoraunce. 

Supper  was  shortly  diglit,  and  downe  they  satt ;  I 

Where  they  were  served  with  all  sumptuous  fare, 

Whiles  fruitful!  Ceres  and  Lygus  fatt 

Pourd  out  their  plenty,  without  spight  or  spare ; 

Nought  wanted  there  that  dainty  was  and  rare : 

And  aye  the  cups  their  bancks  did  overflow: 

And  aye  betweene  the  cups  she  did  prepare 

Way  to  her  love,  and  secret  darts  did  throw; 

But  Britomart  would  not  such  guilfull  message  know. 

So,  when  they  slaked  had  the  fervent  heat  I 

Of  appetite  with  meates  of  every  sort, 

The  lady  did  faire  Britomart  entreat 

Her  to  disarme,  and  with  delightfull  sport 

To  loose  her  warlike  limbs  anastrong  efi<Srt : 

But  when  shee  mote  not  thereunto  be  wonne, 

g>*or  shee  her  sexe  under  that  straunge  purp6rt 
id  use  to  hide,  and  plaine  a^paraunce  shonne,) 
In  pla3mer  wise  to  teU  her  gnevaunce  she  begonne ; 

/^  And  all  attonee  discovered  her  desire  i 

>  With  sighes,  and  sobs,  and  j^laints,  and  piteous  griefc, 

The  outward  sparkes  of  her  in-buminff  nre : 
/Which  spent  in  vaine,  at  last  she  told  ner  briefe, 
'  That,  but  if  she  did  lend  her  short  reliefe 
V  And  doe  her  comfort,  she  mote  algates  dye. 

But  the  chaste  damzell,  that  had  never  priefe 

Of  such  malengine  and  fine  foi^erye, 

Did  easelj'  beleere  her  strong  extromitye. 
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VuH  eaity  was  for  her  lo  Iiavo  br^liefe,  6i 

Who  bj  self-fwiiop  of  her  feeble  sexe. 

And  by  long  (riall  of  the  inwHrd  jrriefe 

Whereiritli  impfrioua  Iotc  her  hart  did  reic. 

Could  hi(!ge  Bhot  paines  doe  lorintt  harts  perplexe. 

Who  mcuus  no  kiiiI?,  be  (rniled  sooDest  shall. 

And  to  faire  »ipniblaunoe  doth  lifrht  faith  anoexo  t 
f'ne  bird,  ihat  knowes  not  the  false  fonlen  call, 
VjDito  hia  hidden  nett  full  easely  doth  fall. 

Torlhy  she  would  not  io  di?coiirt*iBe  wise  86 

j  Scorne  the  faire  offer  of  good  will  profist ; 
1  For  great  rebulic  it  la  lore  to  denpiae, 
^  Or  rudplj  gdeigne  a  gentle  haria  request ; 

But  with  faire  countennunce.  Bfl  beneeined  best, 

Her  ent<Ttaynd:  nath'lesse  shee  inly  decmd 

Her  lore  too  li|ilil,  lo  n^ooe  a  wandring  guesl 

Whidi  she  miseoDstruing.  tbcrcb)'  esteeotd 

That  from  like  inward  fire  that  otitwHrd  Bm>:ie  had  Bteemd. 

Tlierewith  sn-hile  ahe  her  flit  fancy  fedd,  66 

Till  she  mote  winne  fit  time  for  her  desire ; 

But  yet  her  wound  still  inward  freahlv  bledd. 

And  throuph  her  Iwnes  the  false  instilled  fire 

Did  Epred  itselfe,  and  venime  close  inspire. 

Tho  were  the  tables  taken  all  anay ; 

And  erery  knight,  and  erery  gentle  squire, 

G«n  choose  his  dame  with  bateiomani  gay. 

With  whom  he  meut  to  make  hia  sport  and  courtly  play. 

Some  fell  to  daunee;  some  fell  to  hazardry;  67 

Some  to  make  lore;  some  to  make  meryment; 

As  diverfe  nitt«  to  direna  thiosa  apply: 

And  all  the  while  faire  MaleeaslA  bent 

Her  crafly  engins  to  lier~cTose  intent. 

"By  thia  th'  etemall  lampes,  wherewith  high  lore 

Iwth  light  the  lower  world,  were  halfe  yspeni, 

And  the  moist  daughters  of  huge  Atlas  stTore 

Into  the  ocean  deepe  to  drive  their  weary  drove. 

'Eigb  time  it  seemed  then  for  everie  wight  63 

Them  to  betake  tmto  their  kindly  rest : 
Eftesoones  long  waien  torches  weren  light 
Unto  their  bowi(>f  to  guyden  everj"  guest : 
Tho.  when  the  Brit^i^  saw  all  the  rest 
AToided  quite,  tifie^gan~fierselfe  despoile. 
And  safe  committ  to  her  sofl  felhered  nest; 
Wber  through  long  watch,  at>d  lale  daiea  weary  foile, 
Siff  goandiy  slept,  and  careful!  though  ^&  i^>«  «M«&b. 


Noir  whenas  all  the  world  in  silence  deepe  5S 

Ydaawded  was,  and  eyery  mortall  wight 
Was  drowned  in  the  depth  of  deadly  «eepe; 
Fairej^m^casta.  whose  engrieved  spriffht 
"    '  no  rest  in  snch  perplezea  plight^ 


ligjhUy  aBBsegat  of  hftr  wwii 
^nd,  und^tEeDlacke  Tele  of  gnilty  nighty 
ig^jayarloU  mantle^M^ergd, 
^^  w]^^JC^d^u|d  oiguntt  liiae.eiii:ek^ped. 


Ilienpantinff  softe,  and  trembling  every  ioynt,  GO 

Her  fearefnll  feete  towards  the  bowre  she  mor'd 
Where  she  for  secret  purpose  did  appoynt 
To  lodge  the  warlike  maide,  unwisely  looy'd : 
And,  to  her  bed  approching,  fizBLBhfiLj^N>gx!<i 
Whether flJ]fii|ep£OTwt^    with heFiiiofle hand 

feltif  any  member  moov'd. 
And  lent  her  wary  eare  to  understand 
If  any  pnffe  of  breath  or  signe  of  senoe  shee  fond. 

Which  whenas  none  she  fond,  with  easy  shifte,  Gl 

For  feare  least  her  unwares  she  should  abrayd, 

Th'  embroder'd  quilt  she  lightly  up  did  lifte, 

And^jL^^jide  nerselfe  she  softly  layd, 

OfefeiySnest  Engers  t<5UcE~i£flfrayd ; 

Ne  any  noise  she  made,  ne  words  she  spake. 

But  inlv  sighd.    At  last  the  royftU Jooazd 

Out  of  ner  quiet  slomber^Td  awake, 

And  ohaungdJLCT  weary  side  the  better  ease -to  take. 

Where  feeling  one  close  couched  by  her  side,  63 

She  lightly  lept  out  of  her  filed  bedd, 

And  to  her  weapon  ran,  in  minde  to  gride 

The  loathed  leachour:  but  the  d&SlfiilhAlfa  Jedd 

^rough  suddeine  feare  and  ghastly  drerihedd, 

ISOEn^^  jlpwd,  that  through  the  hous  it  rong, 

Anathe'whole  family  therewith  adredd 

Bashly  out  of  their  rouzed  couches  sprong. 

And  to  the  troubled  chamber  all  in  armes  did  throng. 

And  tiiose  sixe  knightes,  that  ladies  champions,  G3 

And  eke  the  Redcrosse  knight  ran  to  the  stownd, 

Halfe  armd  and  batfe  unarmd,  with  them  attons ; 

Where  when  confusedly  they  came,  they  fownd 

TheicJady Jying  on  the  sencelesse  grownd ; 

On  th'  other  side  they  saw  the  warlike  mayd 

Al  i^jLer  snow-white  smocke,  with  locks  unbownd, 

Threatning  the  point  of  her  avenging  VAade ; 

That  with  bo  troublous  terror  they  were  sli  dismv^^ 
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About  lUeir  ladve  first  tliey  ilockt  aroivnd ;  M 

Wliom  having  laid  in  comfortable  couch, 

Sliorti.T  llicy  roard  out  other  fmsen  awowod ; 

And  lu^rirard??  th^y  eaa  with  fawle  reprocli 

To  atirro  up  strife,  and  troublous  contcoke  broch: 

But,  fa.r  enflainple  of  the  last  dayea  losse. 

Ncntcfjjiem  rashijrduRt  to  her»j)proch, 

Ne  in  so  gloHoQs  ipoiie  themselrcs  emlxwRe : 

Her  succourd  eke  the  champion  of  the  bluody  crosae. 

But  one  of  those  «ixe  knijicfats,  Gsrdantt  hight,  65 

AJrew  out  :i  deadly  bow  and  arrow  kecne. 
/Which  r'.'rtli  he  sent  with  felonous  despight 
VAjid  fell  inlctit  ac3UD6t  the  ylxjIUL  slieeue : 

The  mortall  ^iteelTstayd  not  till  it  was  aeene 

To  gore  her  side ;  vet  was  the  wound  not  deepe. 

But  lightly  raided  her  soft  silken  BkiD. 

That  drojia  of  purple  bln.)d  thereout  did  woepe. 

Which  did  her  biy  eniock  nith  slainea  of  vermeil  (teep. 

Whezesilii-GuiAg'd  ahe  fiercely  at  Ihem  flew,  66 

And  ffij.)!  lipr  Haming  aword  ahout  her  layd. 
That  none  of  them  foute  mischiefe  cou!J  eschew, 
But  with  her  dreadful!  strokes  were  all  dismayd : 
Here,  there,  and  every  where,  about  her  swayd 
Her  wratlifuU  Steele,  that  none  mote  it  abyde  ; 
And  eke^the  Rederosse  kniaht  aaxe  her  goodajd. 
Ay  ib^niDg  foot  to  foot,  and  syde  to  syde  ; 
'-  Tnat  m  short  space  tlieir  foee  they  hare  qnit«  ternfydo. 

Tho,  whenas  all  were  pot  to  sbamefiill  flight,  G7 

liie  noble  Britomartis  her  arayd. 

And  her  bright  armes  about  her  body  difrht ; 

For  nothing  would  she  lenger  there  be  stayd. 

Where  so  loo«<e  life  and  so  ungentle  trade 

Wm  ued  of  kniahles  and  ladies  seeming  cent : 

60,  earely,  ere  the  grog«e  earthes  gryesy  ehade. 

Was  all  digpcrst  out  of  the  firmament, 

Tii«)r  toobo  tlieir  ateeds,  and  forth  upon  their  iourncy  went 
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CANTO  n. 

The  Bederosse  knight  to  Brltomart 

DeBcribeth  Artegall : 
The  wondrous  myrrhour,  bf  which  slie 

In  love  with  lUm  did  fall. 

Hebe haTel  came  in  miBri  innti h^^^'^ ia&ad, 
That  in  their  proper  praise  too  partial L-hee, 
And  not  inditfergj)t^to  womsaJto 
To  .whfiBB^SjKare  m  1^^  ohovalieo 


_^         i,  ne  maken  memoree 

feir  brave  gestes  and  prowerae  martiaU  t 
Scarse  do  the^r  spare  to  one,  or  two  or  three, 
Bowme  in  their  writtes ;  yet  the  same  writinfr  small 
Does  all  their  deedes  deface,  and  dims  their  glories  all. 

Bat  bj  rec6rd  of  Antique  times  I  finde 
That  wemen  wontln  warfesTo  beare  most  sway, 
And  to  aU'great  crploites  themselves  inclin  J, 
Of  which  they  still  the  girlond  bore  away ; 
/Till  envious  men,  fearing  their  rules  decay, 
\jGran  coyne  streight  lawes  to  curb  their  liberty : 
/Yet,  sith  they  warlike  armes  have  laide  away, 
/  They  have  exceld  in  artes  and  pollicy, 
N^That  now  we  foolish  men  that  prayse  gin  eke  t*  envy. 

Of  warlike  puissaunce  in  ages  spent, 
Be  thou,  faire  Britomart,  whose  prayse  I  wiyte ; 
But  of  jULauaedpmJbfiLihoo.  precedent, 
O  soyeraine  Queene  whoso  prayug  j  would  endyte, 
^ditrf  would  as  dewtie  doth  exoyte ; 
/But  ah !  my  r^mes  too  rude  and  ruggod  arre, 
/  When  in  so  high  an  object  they  doe  lyte, 
\  And,  striving  nt  to  make,  I  fcare  doe  marre  t 
^Thyselfo  thy  prayses  teU,  and  make  them  knowen  farre. 

She,  traveiling  with  Guyon,  by  the  way 
Of  sonchxtiiinpes  faire  purpose  gan  to  fmd, 
T'abridg  their  loumey  long  and  lingring  day: 
Mongst  which  it  fell  into  that  Fairies  mind 
To  aske  this  Briton  Maid,  what  uncouth  wind 
Brought  her  into  those  partes,  andyhat  ipqusst 
Maj&iierjji^semble  her  disguisedkind : 
EfireladysEe  him  seemd  tike  lady  drctt, 
But  £aire§i  l^night  alive  when  armed  was  ^letYyteB^M 


Thereat  she  sighing  softly  had  no  ponre 
To  speake  antjjie,  do  reaay  anRwere  make  ; 

wiih  hart- th rilling  throba  and  bitU'r  atowre, 


Flasht  lliroiifih  hrr  face,  as  it  had  beene  a  llnke 
OrUghlning  through  bright  heven  fulinined ; 
At  lost,  the  pUii«iua  psat,  abo  thus  him  anstrered  i 

"Fain  air,  I  let  70a  weeti^  that  fiiom  the  hawn 
I  tiken  wu  from  DoortM  trader  pap, 

TKaTiTjLirgJiaiErdjiiiii^'ii'l'^'''"'"'! 

TfTBHtiiwi  HpfawTiiKl  aliiiJ J,  andtoaffi^p 


^ 


ue  warlike  ijder  to  hi*  moat  mudiap : 
ithence  I  loathed  hare  nr  lif«  to  lead. 


(A*  ladiea  voat,  in  pleaaiuea  wanton  t•4^ 

'J?o  fioger  the  fine  needle  and  uyee  thread, 

^e  lever  were  with  point  of  foenuua  speare  bo  dead. 

"All  my  dehglit  on  deedee  of  armea  ia  aett,  3 

To  hunt  out  p^rillea  and  adventares  hard. 

By  sea,  by  land,  nhercao  ther  may  be  inett 

Onely  for  honour  and  for  high  re^rd, 

Without  respect  of  richeBBe  or  reward : 

For  sneh  intent  into  theae  partea  I  came, 

Withouten  compaaae  or  withouten  card, 

Fu  frojB^jatire  Boyle,.lhetiaby4Miiie 

TEe  Greater  Br^rl^^  here  to  aeeke  for  praise  and  lime. 

"  Fame  blazed  hath,  that  here  in  Faery  Lond  i 

Doe  many  famoui  kniohtes  and  ladies  wonne, 
And  many  strauofie  adventurea  to  bee  fond, 
Of  which  great  worth  and  worship  may  be  w 


Which  to  prove.  I  this  voyage  hare  begonne. 

Sat  mot«  I  weet  of  von,  right  coorteoos  knight, 

TVdinga  of  one  that  oath  unto  me  doono 

Late  foule  diahonour  and  reprochfull  spight, 

'trike  which  I  aeek  to  wreake,  and^Ahfj^  he^hight." 

The  worde  gone  ont  ahe  baoke  agaiue  would  call, 


Am  her  repenting  >o  t«  have  missavd. 
Bat  that  he,  it  uptaking  ere  the  fall, 

(Her  ahortlj  anawered;  "  Faire  martiall  mayd, 
Certea  ve  mjaavjaed  beene  t'  ujibrayd 
A  gentle  kmnht  with  w  niiknijthtly  blamo ; 
r(W,"weil  ye  welirofalrQuiJ  evCT  playd 
At  alt  or  tourney,  or  like  warUke  game, 
J&0  AOftlg  Arthegall  hath  evex  boiBB  tibB  nxoB. 


THB  VAXaXE  QUSIHB.  2^7 

^*  Forihy  great  wonder  were  it,  if  siich  shame  10 

Sliould  ever  enter  in  hia  bonnteoua  though 

Or  erer  doe  that  mote  deserren  blame : 

The  noble  corage  never  weeneth  oo^^t 

That  may  unworthy  of  itselfe  be  thought. 

Therefore,  faire  damzell,  be  ye  well  aware. 

Least  that  too  farre  ye  have  yoar  sorrow  sought  t 

You  and  your  comitry  both  I  wish  welfare, 

And  honour  both ;  for  each  of  other  worthy  are.** 

(Tlie  royall  maid  woxe  inly  wondrous  glad,  U 

To  heure  her  lore  so  highly  magnifyde; 
And  ioyd  that  erer  she  affixed  had 
Her  hart  on  knight  so  goodly-glorifyde, 
Hay*»Yer  finely  she  it  faindto  h;jrde. 
/The  loving  mother,  tliarnme  monethes  did  beare 
/  In  the  deare  dosett  of  her  painefull  syde 
Her  tender  babe,  it  seeing  safe  appeare, 
Dotli  not  so  much  reioyce  as  she  reioyced  theare. 

But  to  occasion  him  to  further  talke,  12 

To  feed  her  humor  with  Lis  pleasing  style. 

Her  list  in  stryfiill  termes  with  him  to  balke, 

And  thus  reply de ;  **  However,  sir,  ye  fyle 

Your  courteous  tongue  his  prayses  to  oompyle, 

It  ill  beseemes  a  knight  of  gentle  sort, 

Such  as  ye  have  him  boasted,  to  beguyle 

A  simple  maide,  and  worko  so  hainous  tort. 

In  shame  of  knighthood,  as  I  largely  can  report 

**  Let  bee  therefore  my  vengeaunce  to  disswade,  13 

And  reajLjyhpTe,.!  that  Fay  tour  false  may.£nd." 
"  Ah!  but  if  reason  faire  might  you  perswade 
To  slake  your  wrath,  and  mollify  your  mind,'* 
Said  he,  *'  perhaps  ye  should  it  oetter  find : 

/For  bardie  thing  it  is,  to  wcene  by  might 

t  That  man  to  hard  conditions  to  bind ; 

I  Or  ever  hope  to  match  in  equall  fight, 

^Whose  prowesse  paragone  saw  never  living  wight. 

"  Ne  soothlich  is  it  easie  for  to  read  14 

Where  now  on  earth,  or  how,  he  may  be  fownd ; 

For  Jie  ne  wonneth  in  one  certeine  stead. 

But  r^tt.lPBSfl  walkeUi-ali  the  world  arownd, 

Ay  doing  thiniapes  tliat  to  his  fame  redownd, 

Defeiadinc  ladies  cause  and  orphans  ri^ht, 

TVEereso  ne  heares  that  any  doth  confownd 

Them  comfortlesse  through  tj^rranny  or  mvgKt  *, 

8o  jg  hiB  Boverame  honour  raiade  to  hevena  Vi^l^ViT 


Hart.  Hm .. „ 

Witli  liopt'  uf  tliiii)!  that  tnayftUegsc  hU  smuii 

For  plensicff  nordes  are  Uke  to  magick  art, 

Tiiat  (iotli  tiie  I'liarmeil  snake  in  elomber  lay ; 

Sufh  secrete  ease  felt  gentle  Britomart, 

Yet  list  the  sanie  eSone  with  faiod  cainosay : 

(So  dificLord  ofle  ia  musick  mokea  tbe  sn  ccterjgf ;) 

And  aayd ;  "  Sir  kninht,  these  jV'dle  tcnnea  forbeare : 
And.  «it1i  it  is  uneatb  to  Hod  his  haunt, 
IjdLnwaotnp  nuukeS-b^  .which  _he  tna^  appeare. 
If chaujiiw  I  may  him  entvunter  pararaunt; 
For  perd.y  one  shall  oiher  alay.  or  daunt ;  fat 

What  sliape,  irhnt  shipld.  what  amies,  what  ateed,  i 
A     And  whatso  ei.-ii?  bis  person  most  may  vauntP" 
'.     All  ithieh  the  Hcderoaae  knight  to  point  ared. 
And  him  in  cvcrie  part  before  her  laithioued. 

Yet  him  in  ererie  part  before  she  knew. 
However  list  lier  now  her  kaowledse  fayne, 

>^8ith  TiJTn  whylome  in  Britayue  she  did  vew, 

VTo  her  reresled  in  a  mirrhoar  plavne : 

W  hereof  did  grow  her  first  enfrrafted  payne, 
Whose  root  and  ataike  so  bitter  yet  did  taste. 
That,  but  the  fruit  more  aweetnea  did  contajne, 
Eer  wretched  dayea  in  dolour  she  mote  waste. 
And  yield  the  pray  of  lore  to  lothaome  death  at  last. 

By  straunge  occasion  she  did  him  behold. 

Aid  much  more  atrann^ly  can  to  love  hi3  sight, 

As  it  in  bookea  hath  written  neene  of  old. 

In  Deheubarth,  that  now  gQuJiirWaka  is  hjght, 

Wbat  time  Ein^  Uyence  raign'd  and  dealed  right, 

^Hie  ^reat  magitien  ^cilia  had  deriz'd, 

By  his  deepe  sdenceaoa  hell-dreaded  micht 

A .Vwhi ng- g!™°.  right  wondroualy  af^iz  d,  [l 

'Whom  yertues  through  the  wyde  worlde  soone  were  so 

It  Tertoe  had  to  shew  in  perfect  sight 
Whaterer  thing  was  in  the  world  contaynd. 
Betwixt  the  loweat  earth  and  hcTeos  bight, 
So  that  it  to  the  looker  appertaynd : 
WhateTer  foe  had  wrought,  or  trend  had  faynd, 
niereiii  discorered  was,  ne  onghtmote  pas, 
— Ifeooght  in  secret  from  the  same  remaynd; 
r    Ffxt^it  round  and  Mlf^  iib;p°^  »"i 


'Wko  wooden  Bot*  Ikii  nadfli  so  voaderaM  «!■&»? 

But  who  does  woader.  tku  Imred  tfas  town 

WlMnia  tk' JLeffrpciu  FbM  lo^  did  Inke 

f^EODi  all  mem  Tev,  tkat  none  lufltt  her  diH^ . 

Yeithe  miglift  all  flMn  viev  oat  ommt  homnf 

Cheat  PtoloouBe  it  Ibr  kis  T.^«— ^  gi^ 

Tboilded  all  of  giaaie,  hj  magieke  powTC^ 

And  alfo  it  impiegiiable  did  make; 

Yet»  wIma  Ids  love  «aa  itlm,  he  vfth  a  peaae  it  hnke. 


^tadiwaetheghHSTriobelhiilfefliiimad^  SI 

And  ffare  unto  Kin^  ^jenee  fiir  hii  ^ard. 
Iliai  nerer  foes  his  kingdome  migfai  niTade^ 
'But  he  it  knew  at  home  before  he  haid 
yiydings  thereof,  and  so  them  still  debar*d; 
It  was  a  fimioas  present  for  a  prinee. 
And  worthj  wone  of  infinite  repaid. 
That  treasons  coold  benraj,  and  foes  eonrinee: 
H^pj  this  realme,  had  it  renuijned  ever  sinoel 

One  day  it  fortuned  hyre  Biitomart  88 

latiLll^  fathers  closet  to  repajre ; 

F<nr  nothing  helrom  her  reserved  apart, 
/^ Being  his  onelv  dauffiiter  and  his  lu^yre ; 
'    Where  when  she  had  espvde  that  mirrfapitrAYreb 

HerseTje'awhne  Ihcremi  she  Vewd  in  raine : 
^^   TE6,  herayiziDg  of  the  vertues  rare 

Which  thereof  spoken  were,  she  gan  againe 

Her  to  bethinke  of  that  mote  to  herseue  pertaine. 

Bat  as  it  falleth,  in  the  gentlest  harts  83 

Imperious  Lore  hath  highest  set  his  throne. 
And  tyrannizeth  in  the  bitter  smarts 
Of  them,  that  to  him  boxome  are  and  prone : 
So  thought  this  mayd  fas  maydens  use  to  done) 
^  Whom  fortune  for  her  husband  would  idiot ; 
Not  that  she  histed  after  any  one, 
For  she  was  pure  from  blame  of  sinful!  blott ; 
Yet  wist  her  life  at  last  must  lincke  in  that  same  knot 

Eftsoones  there  was  presented  to  her  eye  84 

\  mmnflly  knight  all  arm*d  in  complete  wise. 

Through  whose  bright  yentayle  lifted  up  on  hye 

His  maiily  face,  that  did  his  foes  agrize 

And  frends  to  termes  of  gentle  truce  entise, 

Lookt  foorth,  as  Phoebus  faoe_gat  of  the  east 

Betwixt  two  shady  moiinlayneB  doth  aruel 

Portly  his  person  was,  and  mnch  inereatt 

ThiYw^  Aiff  beroicke  grace  and  hononble  gMl. 
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His  crest  was  corercd  irith  a  coucliant  liownd. 
And  all  Uie  Hrmour  »M'md  of  Antique  mould. 


Bui  H-ondrous  massy  and  assured  sownd, 

And  round  about ,  ■    • 

.  In  wLicli  liiL-re  nr 
Ariiltei  armn  icA 
And  OQ  hia  eliidd 


is»y  ai 
And  round  about  ^fretted  kll  witli  uold. 
In  wLicli  liiL-re  nntten  Tiiis*rilJi  cyphers  old. 


b  her  fajre  pouldrcd  skin. 

^Ilut  damzell  well  did  Tew  his  penonage.  S 

And  Ukrd  n  cll ;  no  further  raBtiiH)  not. 

But  iceat  iicr  n  a.v ;  ne  her  unmiiltj  ace 

Did  weeTto,  uDnnres,  that  her  uolucbj  lot 

Ijijliidcleii  ii)  Uie  boUome  of  Uiepott 

Of  hnrt  unn  ist  most  daungpr  dolh  redound : 

Sut  the  (aUe  uirliiT  ithich  that  arrow  shot 

So  alyl;  that  fhe  did  not  feele  the  wound, 

Did  BDiyle  lull  smoothly  at  her  weetleiae  wofull  stound. 

/^Rienceforth  the  fether  in  ha  lotij  creat,  ] 

^Sufied  of  love,  gaa  lowly  to  availe ; 

And  her  pron  d  portaunce  and  her  princel;  geat. 
With  which  ehe  earet  tijuniplied,  now  diaquatle: 
Sad,  solcmne,  sowre,  and  full  of  fancies  &vile. 
She  woie ;  yet  v  ist  che  netiier  how,  nor  whj ; 
She  wist  not,  silly  msyd,  what  she  did  aile. 
Yet  wist  she  was  not  vi  el[  at  ease  perdy ; 
Tet  thought  it  was  not  love,  but  some  meUnchol;. 

So  Eoone  as  Nigiht  had  with  her  pallid  hew  ! 

Defaste  the  beautie  of  the  shyning  skye. 

And  refte  from  men  the  worldes  desired  vew. 

She  with  her  nourse  adowne  to  aleepe  did  lye ; 

But  sleepe  full  far  away  from  her  did  fly ; 

Instead  thereof  sad  siglies  and  sorrowea  deepc 

Kept  watch  and  ward  about  her  warily ; 

I^iat  nought  she  did  but  w&yle,  and  onen  stcepe 

Her  dainty  couch  with  tearca  which  cloeely  she  did  weepe 


When  feeble  nature  felt  berselfe  opprest, 
Streightway  with  dreanies,  and  with  fan' 
Of  dreadfull  things,  the  same  was  put  U 


\/l  unrauiuu  uuu^,  uii:  Doiiii;  Htw  put  lu  ili^Ill  I 

That  oft  out  of  her  bed  she  did  astart, 

Aao&ewithTewof  glisElly  feends  affiight: 

3^  ggp  she  to  renew  her  former  smart, 

iiuf  fJuoiie  of  that  Ikyie  TuageimUrB&ViLViet  hsEb. 


nni  FAMin  qumhijl 


One  night,  wben  die  wiitoit  with  9odkimrail»  30 

Her  aged 

J<^elmg  herletoe  out  of  her  loathed  ne^ 

Betwixt  her  feeble  annes  her  qnieUj  height; 

And  downe  againe  in  her  warme  bed  her  ditpu: 

**  Ah!  mj  deue  daaghter.  ah!  mr  dearest  dread* 

What  nncoath  fit."  aa^d  she,  **  what  erill  plight 

Hath  thee  opprest,  and  with  aad  dreaiyhead 

CSuHinged  thy  lively  cheare,  and  living  made  thee  dead? 

**  For  not  of  nongfat  these  aoddeinghaatljrfeana  31 

An  night  afflict  ti^natnrall  repose: 

Andiul the  day, whenas  thine eqoall pearea 

llieir  fit  disportB  with  fiure  delight  doe  dioae^ 

Thoa  in  dull  comers  doest  thysdf  indose; 

IXe  tastest  princes  pleasures,  ne  doest  spred 

Abroad  thy  fresh  jroaths  fayrest  flowre,  bat  lose 

Both  leafe  and  froite,  both  too  nntimely  shed. 

As  one  in  wilfoll  bale  for  ever  bmied. 

"  Hie  time  that  mortall  men  their  weary  cares  82 

Do  lay  away,  and  all  wilde  beastes  do  rest^ 

And  every  river  eke  his  course  forbeares. 

Then  doth  this  wicked  evill  thee  infest, 

And  rive  with  thousand  throbs  thv  thrilled  brest : 

Like  an  huge  Actn'  of  deepe  engulfed  gryefe. 

Sorrow  is  heaped  in  thy  hollow  chest. 

Whence  foortn  it  breakes  in  sighes  and  anguish  ryfe, 

As  smoke  and  sulphure  mingled  with  confused  stryfe. 

"  Ay  me !  how  much  I  feare  least  love  it  bee !  33 

But  if  that  love  it  be,  as  sure  I  read 

By  knowen  signes  and  passions  which  I  see, 

B^e  it  worthy  of  thv  race  and  royall  sead, 

Hien  I  avow,  by  this  most  sacred  head 

Of  my  dear  foster  childe,  to  ease  thy  griefe 

And  win  thy  wiU :  therefore  away  doe  dread : 

For  death  nor  daunger  from  thy  dew  reliefe 

Shall  me  debarre :  tell  me,  therefore,  my  liefest  liefe  I** 

So  having  sayd,  her  twixt  her  armds  twaine  2i 

Shee  streightly  straynd,  and  colled  tenderly} 

And  every  trembling  ioynt  and  eveiy  vaine 

Shee  sofUy  felt,  and  rubbed  busily, 

To  doe  the  frosen  cold  awajr  to  4y ; 

And  her  faire  deawy  eies  with  kisses  deare 

Shee  ofle  did  bathe,  and  ofle  againe  did  diyt 

And  ever  her  imp6rtund  not  to  feare 

To  let  the  Bearet  of  her  hart  to  her  appease. 
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The  dainsell  pansd;  and  then  thna  fewiiiny ; 
"  Ah !  none,  what  needeth  thee  to  eke  my  payneP 
Is  not  enough  that  I  alone  doe  dye. 
But  it  must  doubled  bee  with  d^ith  of  twaineP 
For  nought  for  me  but  death  theve  doth  remaine  1" 
"  O  dau^ter  deaxe,"  said  she,  '*  desgexre  no  whit  s 
For  never  9ore  but  might  a  salve  obiaine : 
That  blinded  god,  which  hath  ye  blindly  smita 
Another  arrow  hath  your  lorera  hart  to  hit.'' 


>t 


*'But  mine  ia  not,"  quolh ahe^  "like other  wownd;  S6 

For  which  no  reason  can  finde  remedy." 

"Was  never  such,  but  mote  the  Hke  be  fownd*" 

Said  she ;  "  and  uough  no  reason  may  apply 

Salve  to  your  sore,  yet  lore  can  higher  stye 

Then  reasons  reach,  and  oft  hath  wonders  donne." 

"  But  neither  god  of  love  nor  god  of  skye 

Can  doe,"  said  she,  "  that  whiSi  cannot  be  donne." 

"  lliings  oft  impossible,"  quoth  she,  "  seeme  ere  begonna." 


"  Hiese  idle  wordee,"  said  she,  "  doe  nought  aswage        37 

My  stubbome  smart,  but  more  annoiauDce  breed : 

For  no,  no  usuall  fire,  no  usuall  race 

Yt  is,  O  nourse,  which  on  my  life  aoth  feed, 

And  sucks  the  blood  which  trom  my  hart  doth  bleed. 

But  since  thy  faithfull  zele  lets  me  not  hyde 

My  crime,  (if  crime  it  be,)  I  will  it  reed. 

Nor  prince  nor  pere  it  is,  whose  love  hath  gryde 

My  leeble  brest  of  late,  and  launched  this  wound  wyde. 

"  Nor  man  it  is,  nor  other  living  wight ;  3S 

For  then  some  hope  I  might  unto  me  dbraw ; 

"Whose  shape  or  person  yet  I  never  saw. 

Hath  me  subiected  tgloycir  chiell  law : 

The  same  one  day,  as  me  misfortune  led, 

I  in  my  fathers  wondrous  mirrhour  saw. 

And,  pleased  with  that  seeming  goodlyhed, 

Unwares  the  hidden  hooke  wiUi  baite  I  swallowed : 

**  Sithens  it  hath  infixed  faster  hold,  8S 

Within  mv  bleeding  bowells.  and  so  sore 

Now  ranckleth  hi  this  same  fraile  fleshly  mould. 

That  all  mine  entrailes  flow  with  poisnous  gore. 

And  th'  ulcer  groweth  daily  more  and  more ; 

Ne  can  my  ronning  sore  finde  remedee. 

Other  than  my  hard  fortune  to  deplore. 

And  lan^ish  as  the  leafe  fain  from  the  tree, 

mil  death  make  one  end  of  my  daiea  and  misereeT 


^I)iiifljifter,''nidslieb ''wiiAtneedyebedkRiiiiTdP         40 

Or  why  make  je  such  monster  of  your  minde  P 

Of  maeh  more  unoouth  tfaiog  I  was  affinjd : 

Of  filthy  lust,  contr&ry  unto  kinde : 

Bat  this  affection  nothing  atnumge  I  finda ; 

For  who  with  reason  can  yon  aye  reprore 

To  lore  the  semhlaont  pleasing  most  your  minde» 

And  yield  your  heart  whence  ye  cannot  remore  P 

No  guilt  in  yon,  hat  in  Ae  tyranny  of  love. 

*'Not  so  til'  Arabian  Myrrfae  did  sett  her  mynd;  41 

Nor  so  did  Biblis  spend  her  pining  hart ; 

Bat  loF*d  their  native  flesh  against  al  kyiid» 

And  to^tiieir  parpose  used  wicked  art? 

Yet  playd  Ptoiphae  a  more  monstroos  part, 

Hist  lov'd  a  baQ,  and  leamd  a  beast  to  oee : 

Such  sfaamefull  lustes  who  loaths  not,  which  depart 

From  course  of  nature  and  of  modesteeP 

Swete  love  such  lewdnes  bands  from  his  £ure  oompanee. 

**  But  thine,  my  deare,  (welfare  thy  heart,  my  deare !)      42 

lliough  strauD^e  beginning  had,  yet  fixed  is 

On  one  that  worthy  may  perhaps  appeare ; 

And  certes  seemes  bestowed  not  amis : 

Toy  thereof  have  thou  and  eternali  blis  !'* 

With  that,  upleaning  on  her  elbow  weake, 

Her  alablaster  brest  she  soft  did  kis. 

Which  all  that  while  shee  felt  to  pant  and  quake, 

As  it  an  eartli-quake  were :  at  last  she  thus  bespake ; 

"  Beldame,  your  words  doe  worke  me  litle  ease ;  43 

For  though  my  love  be  not  so  lewdly  bent 

As  those  ye  blame,  yet  may  it  nought  appease 

My  raging  8mart,  ne  ought  my  flame  relent, 

But  rather  doth  m^'  helpelesse  griefe  augment. 

For  they,  however  shamefull  and  unkinde. 

Yet  did  possesse  their  horrible  intent : 

Short  end  of  sorrowos  they  therby  did  finde; 

So  was  their  fortune  good;  though  wicked  were  their  minde. 

**  But  wicked  fortune  mine,  though  minde  be  good,  44 

Can  have  no  end  nor  hope  of  my  desire. 
But  feed  on  shadovres  wliiles  I  die  for  food. 
And  like  a  shadow  wexo,  whiles  with  entire 
Aflection  I  doe  languish  and  expire. 
I,  fonder  then  Cepmsua  foolish  chyld. 
Who,  having  vewed  in  a  fountaine  shore 
His  face,  was  with  the  love  thereof  beguvldj 
J.^i3nder,Jare  a  abude,  the  body  far  eijQA* 


"Nou5;TithTie,"qnothshee;  "  for (Lat  same wreUbedboj  45 

V.'ae  of  himjplfe  Uie  .ydltf  paramour*, 

Botli  love  aod  lover,  irithont  hope  of  ioy; 

For  wUicli  he  faded  to  a  walry  lloKre, 

But  better  fortune  thine,  and  better  bowre, 

Whieh  lovBt  the  shadow  of  a  iriu-hlie  knight; 

No  eUftdow,  but  a  body  hsth  in  powre : 

That  body,  wheresoerer  that  it  fiKht. 

May  learned  be  by  cyphers,  or  by  magieke  miglit- 

"  But  if  thon  mar  with  reason  yet  represse  48 

The  graving  erill,  ere  it  itrcngth  hire  gott. 

And  tliee  abandond  wboly  do  possesse ; 

AeaiuBt  it  strODglr  strive,  and  yield  tbee  nott 

Til  thou  in  open  fielde  adowne  be  ninott ; 

But  if  llie  pulsion  maysler  thy  fraile  initthl. 

So  that  needs  love  or  death  must  be  thy  lott, 

ThgnJ.  avow  to  thee,  by  wronit  or  right 

Tocompae  thy  desire,  aod  find  that  loved  koight," 

Her  deuefyi  words  mooh  cheard  the  feeble  qiright       47 

Of  the  aicke  viifin,  that  her  don-ue  she  Isyd 

Id  her  warme  bed  to  aleepe.  if  that  she  might; 

And  the  old-ivoman  oarefullv  diEiplayd 

The  clothes  about  her  rountl  with  busy  ayd  ; 

So  that  at  last  s  litle  creeping  sleepe 

Surprizd  ber  sence :  sbee,  therewith  well  apayd, 

Tiii  dronken  tamp  down  in  the  oyl  did  ateepe. 

And  aett  her  by  to  watch,  and  sett  her  by  towecpe. 


Unto  the  church,  tbeir  praJera  to  appi'le. 
With  great  derotion.  and  with  litle  zele: 
For  the  faire  damiell  from  tiic  holy  herse 
Her  lore-sicke  hart  to  other  thoughta  did  ateale: 
And  that  old  dame  said  many  an  idle  verse, 
Oat  of  her  daoghten  hart  fondfaociea  to  reverse. 

Betoumed  home,  the  royall  infant  fell  t 

Into  her  former  litt ;  for  why  ?  no  powre 
yoT  cuidaunce  of  berselfe  in  her  did  dwell- 
But  th'  aged  nourae,  her  calling  lo  lier  bowre, 
Had  gathered  ren*,  and  savinc,  and  thedowre 
^    Of  camphors,  and  calainint,  and  dill; 
All  which  the  in  a  earthen  pot  did  |>oure, 
And  to  the  brim  with  coliwood  did  it  fill, 
And  many  drops  of  milk  and  bVoud  \ibiQu%^  \t  did  ipiQ. 


THE   PAEBIB  QTTEEHB. 

Then,  taVing  thrise  thrse  hearsa  JVum.ofl'hep  h(?a<j, 

Them  trebly  breaded  in  a  Uirppfuld  lace, 

And  round  about  the  pets  mouth  houod  the  Ihread ; 

And,  after  harioi;  whispered  a  gpaoe 

Certoiii  sad  words  wilU  hollow  voice  and  bare, 

Shee  to  the  ririiin  sayd.  thrise  siiyd  she  itt ; 

'■  Come,  daughter,  come ;  coaie,  spit  upon  my  face. 

SmttthriseupLin  me.  thrise  upon  ma  spitt  j 

TSnuTeven  nOfiSer  for  this  biuioes  U  most  fitt." 

That  eayd,  her  rownd  about  aka  from  her  tumd, 
.Ihe  turned  her  contrary  to  the  auQOC  ; 
Tt^Tse  she  her  turnd  oontriry,  and  retumd 
AJtcfiutHuy;"  for  sttfl  Mie  right  did  ahunna ; 
And  OTCT  what  she  did  was  Btreight  undonne. 
Soilujugbt  BhojojmdoeJiec.dnjyrfiievJJoye: 
But  love,  tHnt  is  in  i^nUabrcst  beitoano, 
No  ydle  charmes  so  li^Ully  may  remove ; 
That  well  can  witnesse,  who  by  tryall  it  does  prove. 

Nd  ou^t  it  mote  the  noble  mayd  ar^le, 

Ne  slake  the  fury  of  her  cruell  flame. 

But  that  shee  still  did  waste,  and  still  did  w^Ie, 

That,  tlimuRh  long  lanf^our  and  lurt-bunuog  brame, 

She  shortly  like  a  pyned  shost  beoams 

WhicliloDg  hath  nait«d  by  the  Stygian  atrond; 

That  when  oldGlaae&_Baw,  for  feare  bait  bUme 

Of  her  n)iacaFrtage~BEouldin  her  be  fond, 

She  wist  not  how  t'  amend,  nor  how  it  to  withitond. 


CAITTOIIL 
kitrllD  bevn/ei  to  Brftonurt 


Most  sacred  fyrc.  that  bamest  mightily 
In  living  brestsi  ykindled  first  above 
EmongBt  111'  eternall  apliepes  and  lamping  akr, 
^  And  thence  pourd  into  men.  whith  men  call  Love 
iNot  that  sonic,  nliich  doth  base  atTi^ctious  move 
I  In  brutish  mindea,  and  filthy  lust  inHame ; 
But  that  Bweete  tit  that  doth  true  beautjo  lore, 
'  And  choseth  Verlue  for  his  dearest  dame, 
,'  Whence  bpring  all  noble  deedes  and  nevei-t 
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^ell  did  Antiqnity  r  god  thee  deeme.  S 

rhat  over  mortall  mindes  haft  bo  Kreiit  misht. 

To  order  them  u  best  to  thee  doth  1001116, 

%jid  all  their  options  to  direct  vi^ht : 

rho  Tatall  purpose  of  divine  foresight 

rhou  doegt  etiect  in  destined  descents, 

rhrouifh  deepe  impresston  of  thy  terret  might, 

Ind  stirred^t  up  tfi'  heroes  high  inl*nts, 

HThich  the  lat«  world  admyret  for  wondrous  moDimonta. 

But  thy  dredd  Atrtxa  in  none  doe  triumph  more,  3 

S e  braver  proofe  in  nuy  of  thv  ponrre 

^bewd'el  thou,  then  in  this  myaU  maid  of  yore, 

Vfakiufi  her  eceke  au  uDkuoane  paramouri?, 

From  the  vorlds  end,  throagh  many  a  bittf  f  atowre  | 

From  whose  two  lovnes  thott  aftwTrardw  did  raj»e 

Host  faroouB  fruites  of  matrimoniall  bown.'. 

RThich  through  the  earth  have  apredd  their  liTin^  prayM. 

That  fame  in  tromp  of  gold  eternally  dispbyea. 

3eg!n  then,  O  ray  dearest  snercd  dame.  4 

Dat^ter  of  Kioebos  and  of  Memorye, 
niatao(<et~ehnob1e~wilh~lT(iniairta)t  nftrne 
riie  warlike  worUiice.  from  antiguityc, 

In  thy  irreat  volume  of  etcmitye ; 
3^in,  Q  Clio,  and  reeount  from  hence 
My  alorioiis  sbverainea  goodly  Auncpstrye, 
rill  that  by  dew  decrees,  and  long  pretense, 
Chou  hare  il.  lastly  brought  unto  her  excolleneo. 

Pollmanv  wayes  within  her  troubled  mind  6 

Did  Glnu.'!«  cast  to  cure  this  ladies  griefe : 

Pull  many  wayes  she  sought  but  none  eoiild  I'nd, 

N'or  hefbes,  nor  charme.*,  nor  counsel  that  is  tliiefe 

Ind  cboisest  med'eine  for  sick  barla  roliefe ; 

?orthy  great  care  she  tooke,  and  irreater  feare, 

jeast  that  it  should  her  tume  to  fowle  repricfe 

KaA  sore  reproch,  whenao  her  father  deare 

ihonld  of  his  dearest  daughters  hard  misrortuno  hears. 

Lt  last  she  her  avisde.  that  he  which  made  6 

rhat  mirrhour,  wberi-m  tbc  ticke  damocell 

>o  straungeiy  vewed  lier  stnunge  lovers  shade. 

To  weet.  thaJfiajaad-Mftli"-  i^e!l  could  leli 

Jnder  what  coaat  of  heaven  the  niMi  did  dwell. 

Ind  by  what  means  bis  lore  misht  best  be  nroui^t: 

Bor,  thoucb  beyond  the  Africk  Ismael. 

5j-  th'  loaian  ttm  be  were,  she  thought 

!JUD  fyrdi  tiirangli  infinite  eodeMoor  U>  huve  wrac^ 
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Fortliwitli  Ihemselrra  diaguisinit  both  in  BtraiioBa     -, 

And  baac  attyro,  tbat  none  might  tlii-ra  bewray, 

To  MariduDum.  tiiat  is  now  by  chaunge 

Of  name  Caj-r-Merdiri  mid.  they  tooki>  thoir  way : 

There  the  wise  Merlin  wh.vlome  wont  (they  Hsy) 

To  make  his  wenne,  low  underneath  the  ground. 

In  &  doepe  delve,  funv  from  the  vevr  of  day, 

Tbat  of  no  liviug  wight  he  mote  be  found, 

WbonBo  he  couDseld  with  his  sprigbU  eucoaipaat  round. 

And.  if  thoa  evet  happen  that  same  way 

To  tr&vcili.  go  to  seo  tbat  dreadfull  place: 

It  is  M^hideoiis  hoUoBLCfire  (tliey  Bay)     -^ 

Poder  a  rock  tbat  lyes  a  little  apace 

iVom  the  Bwift  Barry,  tombling  down  apooe 

EnioDgst  the  woody  iiilles  of  Dynoiiowre : 

But  dare  thou  not,  I  iiliarRe,  ia  any  cace 

Te_eQter  intothat  same  balefnll  bowtc. 

FoFieare  the  cru^ieeadeeebould  thec'Tmwsres_dBVOWre; 

But  itaBding  high  aloft  low  lay  thine  eai«, 

And  there  suirh  phastly  tioyse«f  yrou  obainei 
And  bneen  caudrons  thou  ihalt  rombling  heaTe, 


When  too  huge  toile  and  lri>our  tl  .   , 

And  oft«ntimM  loud  stroked  and  nngins  lowndea 
From  under  that  deepe  rook  most  horribly  T^>oimde( 

The  conae,  B«me  say,  is  this ;  etU^jn^le  1 

Be&we-thai  Marlin  dyde^  hB_dnlU)tena 

A  braaen  wall  in  com  pas  to  coni^le 

Ab(%t  Calrmardin,  and  did  it  commend 

Unto  these  Horights  to  bring  to  perfoet  cod : 

During  which  worke  the  la^  of  Uie  I«ke, 

Whom  long  he  lov'd,  ^^Eim  In  luuf^id  aend ; 

Who,  thereby  forst  hia  workemen  to~fonake, 

Them  bownd,  till  bis  retonrae,  their  labonr  not  to  aklce. 

In  the  mean  time  through  that  false  hdie*  traine  1 

He  was  aurprisd,  and  buried  under  beare, 

No  ever  to  uis  worke  retumd  againe : 

Nath'lesBe  those  feenda  may  not  their  mrke  ferbeare. 

So  greatly  his  common  demon  t  they  feare. 

But  there  doe  toyle  and  traveile  da(r  an'd  ai^lt, 

TTntill  that  braaen  wall  they  np  doe  reare  i 

For  Meritn  had  in  magick  more  intight 

Then  ererhim  beAjre  or  after  living  wi^it 


For  he  hy  wordM  eonld  call  oat  of  t}ie  tiky_  13 

Botli  nune  and  inooD&  Mid  make  tbem  bin:  oba7j 

Tbe  land  to  sea,  and  ae*  to  mainland  dry, 

AxA  darksom  oiKbt  ha  eke  oooU  torae  to  day  r 

Hum  hoates  <rfmeii  he  eoidd  alone  dismay. 

AndhoateH  ArmenoFmcanMtthiofcescould'fmiift 

WheoBO  him  list  his  enimiea  to  frn: 

Hat  to  this  day,  for  IeitiM'  of  hii  tme. 

The  feendee  do  qnake  when  %Dy  him  to  tiuan  dees- Dame. 

Ami,  <.-".ti,,  i,„  ,-,..  r;,.,(  [..■■.w«.  Tiotthesonao  13 

Ofmurlall  i^jri  ..r  viUr  liui-j;  «ii:bl. 

But  wonijroiisly  bcgotlea.  and  bi^Konne 

By  false  iJlusion  of  a  guilefuJlsjiriglit 

On  B  faiie  kJj- ^on^e.  tEit  nbilomo  bit-hb 

Sfatilda.  dauslilT  to  Pubidios. 

Wio  was  the  lord  of  Marllitraval  by  cigbt. 

And  coosen  tiiilo  kins  AiubroBius ; 

Whence  be  iuJiiiJ  was  wiiii  .-iklll  so  marrcibufc. 

^MT,  here  amTingi  itaid  awhile  without,  U 

Ne  darst  odTentnre  rashly  in  to  wend. 

But  of  their  first  intent  mm  make  new  dout 

For  dread  of  daunger,  wliich  it  might  porlend: 

UoUll  the  hardy  mayd  (with  LoTe  to  frend) 

First  enlerinK.  the  dwadfuU  Alage  there  fowDd- 

Deepe  busied  'bout  worke  of  nondrous  end. 

And  writing  straanga  chaiActers  in  the  RTownd, 

With  which  the  stubborne  feendes  be  to  bis  aemee  howrkd^ 

He  nonsht  was  mored  at  their  entraunce  bold,.  i6 

VrtT  at  a^lT  fifmin\na  wpll  ha  wiat  afiffC  :. 

Tet  bst  tbem  bid  their  busineiselb  imfold,. 

As  if  ought  in  this  world  in  secrete  store 

Were  from  him  hidden,  ornnknowne  of  yore. 

"Hien  Glancfe  thus ;  "  Let  not  it  thee  oflend, 

lliat  we  thus  rashly  tJirongb  thy  darksom  dore- 

TTnwarea  have  ^rest ;  for  either  fatall  end, 

Or  other  mightie  csnse,  as  two  did  hetber  send."' 

He  bad  teU  o*'  and  then  she  thna  began ;  16 

"  Now  have  three  moonee  with  borrowd  brotbera  light 
^rise  ehined  faire,  and  thrise  seemd-dim  and  wan, 
Sith  a  sore  erill,  which  this  rirgtu  bright 
Tonnenteth  and  doth  plosge  in  dolefull  plight. 
First  rooting  tocJie ;  but  what  thinK  it  mote  bee. 
Or  whence  it  sprongi  I  cannot  read  aright : 
Sat  this  I  read,  that,  but  if  reniedee 
Ihoa  her  afford,  full  ahorilr  1  liei  dftui  dkall  see." 
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Therewith  th'  encliaunter  softly  gan  to  araylo 

At  her  smooth  apewlieB.  neetui«  inly  well 

That  she  to  him  di^snnbied  womanish  i^ayle, 

And  to  her  s&id  i  "  Beldame,  by  tlut  yt>  teil 

More  neede  of  leaph-orafle  hath  your  DBTiio;<flt, 

Then  of  my  ekill ;  who  heipe  may  have  nlBen  here, 

In  vaine  seekes  wonders  out,  of  miigick  SEfli" 

Th'  old  woman  wox  half  blanck  those  wordes  to  henre : 

And  yet  was  loth  to  let  her  purpose  plajne  appeaM ; 

And  to  him  «iud ;  "  Yf  any  leaches  skill, 

Or  other  learaed  mearOi,  could  have  reorcst 

This  my  deare  daujthturs  deepe-engraffed  ill, 

CerteB  I  Khoolil  be  loth  thee  to  molest : 

Bnt  thia  sad  gtIII,  whioh  doth  her  iDfeat, 

Doth  courae  of  nntupall  cause  faire  eifceed. 

And  housed  is  within  her  hollow  brest. 

That  either  seemes  some  cursed  witL-hes  deed, 

Or  evil  sprigUt,  that  in  her  doth  such  torment  breed." 

The  witard  could  no  lender  beare  her  b«rd. 

But,  bursting  f(»^  in  laughter,  to  her  sayd; 

"  01&UC&,  what  needes  tbie  colourable  word 

To  cloke  the  cause  that  hath  itaelfe  bewnydP 

Ne  ye,  fayre  Briiomartie,  thus  arajd. 

More  hidden  are  then  suuoe  in  cloui^  veie ; 

Whom  thy  good  fortune,  having  fat«  obayd. 

Hath  hether  brought  for  succour  to  appek ; 

The  which  the  powres  to  thee  are  pleased  to  lerele." 

TThfl  jonbtfuU  mayd,  eaeing  ^raelfe  d 
nM  ail  abasht,  and  her  pXiTSyVTifj 
Into  a  cl«are  aomation.  suddeine  dyde  ^ 
As  fayre  Aurora,  rysing  hastily. 
Doth  by  her  blushing  tell  that  she  did  lye- 
All  night  in  old  Tithunuj  frozen  bed,. 
Whereof  she  seemes  ashamed  inwardly: 
But  her  old  noune  was  nought  dishartenedi 
Bat  vaunlage  made  of  that  which  Merlin  hadired  i 

Andsavd;  "  Sithliien  thonkuowMt  alLonr  sriefe, 
^or  wW  doeat  not  thou  knoweP)  of  grace  I]^rajr, 
Kttv  our  playnt,  and  yield  us  meet  reuefe  f ' 

WiUi  that  the  prophet  atill.Mfhile  did  atny. 
And  then  bis  spirit«  thua  gan  foorth  displays 
"  Mo*t  noble  virgin,  that  by.  fatal)-  lore 
Hast  learn'd  to  love,  let  no  whit  thee  diamqr 
The  hard  beginue  that  meetee  thee  in  the  dan. 
And  with  anaipe  Sts  tby  tender  luit  rt[i[ii iwwUli  Wii* 
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onrootcd  decpe  niuat  be  liiHt  tree. 
IK  embodied  brauncliPB  aliall  not  liu 

to  iim-enfl  bight  forth  stretched  bee. 

tliy  iTombc  a  famous  projrcLieo 
inc  out  of  tlio  auneient  Trojan  blood, 
lall  ri>vivp  the  alcepinir  memorec 
same  Aotiqne  perea,  tlic  liovpns  brood, 
reeke  oud  Agian  rivers  staj-ned  with  their  blood. 

ned  kinpi.  and  nncred  cmperonrg,                          3.1 
full  otrgpring.  sball  from  thee  dedcend ; 
ntaines,  and  most  mighty  w-arriours, 

r  definyed  kingdomes  shall  amend; 
le  Brit<>Ds.  broken  with  lono  warre, 
11  iiprearo,  and  mightily  defend 
heir  forven  foe  that  eommes  from  forre, 
ireall  peaee  compound  all  eirill  iarre, 

not,  Britomart,  Ihy  wandring  eye                          2i 
g  unwares  in  phnrmed  lookinR-glai, 
itreight  eoiirac  of  hevenly  destiny, 
Etemall  Providence,  tliat  hw 
hy  glauncc,  to  bring  his  will  to  pas: 

im 


'Bt  ninth  ha.ia  thejonne  of  Gorloia. 
IkI  brotber  unto  CaJorTCornuh  kmg ) 
iod  for  hia  irerlike  fe&tea  reaowmed  is. 
^ftta  where  the  day  out  of  the  ftca  dot^  spring, 
iibdU  Uu  closure  of  the  eveaiDg : 
"^  '         e  hiqi.  firniely  bound  with  faithfull  band, 

1  ■  i^'^"  p^yi"  '""u  larlt  fb"'' _brigg, 
_  y  to  »de  his  L-ountrey  to  nithstaail 
i»  p«wva  oT foRein«  paynims  which  invade  th;  land. 

'Grckt  ^d  thereto  bis  init;bt^  puissauDce 
And  draM«l  name  slial'  "ivg  id  that  sad  day; 
Kbere  nlao  proofe  of  tb       aw  valiaunce 
Ttaa  tfaen  shalt  make,  '         rease  thy  lovttr's  pray: 
Lmf  tinjo  ye  botb  in  ai  —  shall  beare  great  sway, 
I     ^  (by  wombe*  burden  the«  from,  thctn  do  cull, 
I    <Aftd  hi»  U>t  fate  him  fiVDi  thee  lake  away; 
(  /Too  ratbe  cut  off  by  practise  crimioall 
I  Of  MCTcte  foea,  ihuC  uim  aball  make  va  miachiefe  fUl. 

"With  t&oe  yet  ihall  he  leare,  for  memory 

Of  Ua  lsl«  puiiBsunce,  his  ymage  dead. 

Thkt  liring  him  in  all  activity 

To  thee  ahaU  represent :  he,  from  the  head 

Of  his  eooeen  Coustantius,  without  dre^ 

Shall  take  tbe  croWDc  that  was  bis  futiiers  ri)ilit, 

And  tberowitb  crowne  himselfe  in  th'  otlkerd  Bteftdi 

Then  eliall  he  iasew  forth  with  drcadfidl  misbt 

Agunst  lui  Saxon  foes  in  bloody  field  to  fight. 

"  Like  as  a  Ijron  that  in  drowaie  cave 

Hath  long  tune  slept,  himselfe  so  shall  be  shake; 

AndL  comming  forth,  shall  spred  his  banner  brave 

Over  the  troubled  south,  that  it  shall  make 

Tite  warlike  Uertiana  for  feare  to  quake: 

Ihriae  shall  he  fight  with  them,  and  twiaa  shall  wint 

And,  if  he  then  with  viotone  eanliu. 

He  shall  his  dayes  with  peace  bring  to  hie  earthly  in. 

.^rtipore,  shall  him  sucoeede 


BnthissooDgJi^o  shall  full  mightily 
ATenaT^jsl^erilosse  with  speare  and  shield. 
And  bis  proud  fo«a  diMwaifit  in  viotcrioua  field. 


SOS 

"  Behold  the  man  I  ud  toll  me,  Britomiii, 
If  V  more  goodly  crekture  titan  didit  seeP 
How  like  B  ^snnt  in  each  numlT  pui 
Beares  he  himselfe  wiU>  portly  muestee, 
Tliat  one  o(  th'  old  beroei  aeemeB  to  bee! 
He  the  ibc  isUndi,  camprorinoiaH 
In  RDncipnt  tinm  unto  great  Britainee, 
8hii.l  to  the  same  rednoe,  and  to  hha  esB 
Heir  K>ndi7  kinga  to  ds  their  hamiige  HTeTaH. 

■'All  "  Lk'I.  \u=  s.-.;iui'  L'lrciiciis  an-liile 

S!iu}l  n  (11  ik-tt'iiJ,  Hiid  Saxpjis  poivre  HUpprense  j 

UnliU  a  btrauDgi^  king.-jroiu  Bokaan'Dtisojle 

Anivintr.  him  irilk  miJlUiidc  opprMse ; 

Great  tiDnnohil.  havinc  vrilh  hnfre  miplilineesa 

Ireland  pulidfrivd.  and  therein  li:it  his  tiirone. 

Like  a  swnfi  niter,  fell  tbrouph  emplinesse, 

Shall  OTerHK  im  the  sea  irilii  manr  one 

Of  his  Korvejsca.  to  ataint  (be  Brilooa  fone. 

"  He  in  hia  fnrie  all  aliall  orerronne. 

And  holy  church  nith  fiithleMe  handea  deface. 

That  tliisaippople,  utt^rljr  fordoniw, 

Shall  totlieuhno^t  mpuntaiDea  Qy  apace  : 

Was  nerer  bo  preat  wasteln  any  p!a«, 

Nor  BO  fonle  outrage  doen  by  living  men; 

For  all  thy  citties  they  ihall  aaeke  and  race. 

And  the  grepne  cm  we  that  groweth  they  Bliall  bren. 

And  even  the  wilde  beaat  shall  Ay  in  atarved  dea. 

"WTiilea  thus  (hv  BritoM  doe  in  languour  pine, 
;&ondEllie^ldred»haU._froinlhe.nortli  I   ' 
Serving  ih  ambitiouj  will  of  Augustine 


And  Bangor  n  itli  massacred  martyrs  fill ; 

But  the  third  time  ahall  rew  his  fool-hardise : 

For  Cadnan,  pitlying  hia  peoples  ill. 

Shall  stoutly  him  defeat,  and  thousand  Saions  kill. 


On  his  sonne  Edjnu  sU  Those  «i«ng«  shall  wreakc : 
JHe  shall  sTailTlhrVicked  sorcery 
Of  false  Pellile  hia  purposes  to  breake, 
Sut  him  shall  bIst,  and  on  a  galloirea  bleak 
^hall  give  tli'  cnciiaunter  his  unhappy  hire : 
/Then  shall  the  Britons,  lale  dismaya  and  weake, 
/  Frvm  their  long  Tsssallage  giu  to  reapire, 
(  And<m  their  PsjnimfoeaaieagaMi^miEUQd  in. 


[ 
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**  Ne  shall  lie  yet  his  wrath  mitigate,  2>i 

Till  both  the  aonnee  of  £dwin  he  hare  alayne, 

Offiricke  and  Osricke,  twinnes  onfortunate, 

Bo^  slaine  in  battaile  upon  Laybome  playne^ 

Together  wiUi  the  Kin^  of  Loathiaae, 

Hight  Adin,  and  the  King  of  Orkeny, 

Both  ioynt  partakers  of  their  fatall  payne^ 

But  Penda,  fearefuU  of  like  deateney. 

Shall  yield  himaelfe-hia  liegeman,  and  aweave  ieally: 

"  Him  shall  he  make  his  fatall  instnimeAt  S 

T*  afflict  the  other  Saxons  unsubdewd: 

He  marclung  forth  with  fury  insolent 

Afi^dnst  the  good  Sing  Oswald,  who  indewd 

With  heavenly  powre,  and  by  angels  reskewd. 

All  holding  crosses  in  their  hands  on  hye, 

Shall  him  defeate  withouten  blood  imbrewdc 

Of  which  that  field  for  endlesse  memory 

Shall  Hevenfield  be  cald  te  all  posterity. 

"  Whereat  Cadwallin  wroth  shall  forth  issew,  Z\ 

And  an  huge  lioste  in  Northumber  lead. 

With  which  he  godly  Oswald  shall  subdew. 

And  crowne  with  martiredome  his  sacred  head: 

Whose  brother  Oswin,  daunted  with  like  dread. 

With  prico  of  silver  shall  his  kingdome  buy; 

And  Fenda,  seeking  him  adowne  to  tread. 

Shall  tread  adowne,  and  doe  him  fowly  dye; 

But  shall  w  ith  gifts  his  lord  Cadwallin  pacify. 

"  Then  shall  Cadwallin  die ;  and  then  the  raine  «( 

Of  Britons  eke  with  him  attonce  shall  dye ; 

Ne  shall  the  good  Cadwallader,  with  paine 

Or  powre,  be  hable  it  to  remedy, 

When  the  full  time,  p>refixt  by  destiny. 

Shall  be  expird  of  Britons  regiment : 

For  heven  it«elfe  shall  their  successe  envy. 

And  them  with  plagues  and  murrins  pestilent 

Consume,  till  ail  their  warlike  puissaunce  be  spent 

"  Yet  after  all  these  sorrowes,  and  huge  hills  4] 

Of  dyinc  people,  during  eight  yeares  space, 

Cadwalmder,  not  yielding  to  his  ills, 

From  Armoricke,  where  long  in  wretched  caoe 

He  liv'd,  retouming  to  his  native  ^lace, 

Shal  be  my  vision  stoide  from  his  intent : 

For  th*  heavens  have  decreed  to  displace 

The  Britons  for  their  sinnes  dew  puniahmeixt. 

And  to  tiie  Saxona  over'give  their  gOTonuneiit. 
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"  Tlipn  woo.  nnd  woe.  and  everlaating  woo, 
Be  to  llio  BriLoD  babe  th&t  shal  be  b^rne. 
To  live  in  thraldoiu  of  his  falh^n  foe ! 
Lnte  kinir.  uow  cavtirc;  late  lord,  now  forlorne; 
The  worlds  reproch  ;  the  cniell  victors  Bcorne; 
Banislit  from  priucely  bowre  to  wagteful  woodi 
O !  Vibo  fliall  tieipe  me  to  lameDt  and  mouroe 
The  rojall  seed,  llie  Antique  Trogan  blood. 
Wbo»e  empire  Icoger  liere  then  ever  any  stood !" 

Hie  damceU  wu  fall  deepe  empMnooed  <3 

Both  for  bia  griefe,  and  nr  Iter  peonies  nke, 

WhOM  fbtare  woe*  to  fbiaa  he  &uiioned ; 

And  ughing  aor^  at  length  him  tlraa  beqjiake; 

"  Ahl  but  will  bevene  faty  never  slake. 

Nor  vengeaniice  huge  relent  itaelfe  at  last  F 

W31  not  lon^  miser;  late  mercf  makr, 

Bnt  ^mtl  theiT  uame  for  ever  M  defaate. 

And  quite  from  off  the  earth  thefar  memory  be  raateP" 

"  Nay  bnt  the  terme,"  aaid  he, "  is  limited,  4A 

Hut  in  this  tbraldomi;  Britons  shall  abide; 

And  the  iust  revolution  measured 

Tliat  they  as  straungen  shall  be  nolifide : 
/For  twise  fowre  hundreth  yearw  ehal  be  eupplide, 
V,£re  they  to  former  rule  restor'd  shal  bee, 

And  their  imp6rtUDe  fates  all  aatisGdc: 

Yet.  during  thia  their  moat  obscuritee,  [iiay  see. 

Their  bearaes  shall  ofte  breake  forth,  that  men  them  faire 

"  For  Ithodoricke,  whose  inmame  ihal  be  Great,  45 

Shall  of  himselfe  a  bravo  ensample  shew, 

lliat  Saion  kings  bin  friendship  shall  introat ; 

And  Howell  Dba  shall  goodly  well  indew 

Hte  salva&e  minds  with  skill  of  inst  and  trewi 

Then  Grifiyth  Connii  also  shall  npreare 

Hia  dreaded  head,  and  the  old  eparkes  renew 

Of  native  con^,  that  hia  foes  shall  fe&re 

Least  back  againe  the  kingdom  be  from  tbem  should  bewe. 

"Ne  shall  the  Saxons  lelvea  all  peaceably  40 

Enioy  the  crowne,  which  they  from  Britons  wonne 
Finrt,  ill,  and  afler  ruled  wickedly: 
For,  ere  two  hundred  yeares  be  full  outronne, 
T*"™1  n^llll',*  raven,  far  from  rising  sunne, 
'With  hu  wTdeVinRS  npon  them  fiercely  fly. 
And  bid  his  failhlesse  chickens  overronne 
Tlte  fruitTull  plaincs.  and  with  fell  eniel^ 
la  tbar  Mvatge  tread  downo  Uw  victors  sniqnedtr. 
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"Tet  alittll  a  third  both  these  and  thine  euhdei 
Thae  ahaiiglion  from  the  scn-bord  wood 


OFNeuatria  come  romig,  with  a  crew 
Orhungry  wTielpesTEis  Lmttajlons  bold  brood, 
Whose  clawes  were  newlf  dipt  in  cruddj  blooi 


That  jjom  tlifl  T^^TiinVfl  ■  p'ftTlJi'  bpjyl  p^ipl^  ^*^' 
Tii|uau(^e£crovrneija  it thSTis  were  wood. 
XmTlBoBpodeorilieeouDtre.v  c 


Amongst  his  young  ooea  thdl  divide ountyhed. 

"Tho,  irhen  the  terme  is  full  accomptishid, 

There  shall  a.aparko  of  fire,  whirh  Lath  longwhilo 

Beae  in  his  aslie?  railed  up  and  hid. 

&.«  freshly  kindled  m  the  fruitfulUle. 

OUlmUk.  where  it  lurked  iu  exilci 

Which  shall  bresike  forth  into  bright  burning  flame, 

And  reach  into  the  house  that  beares  the  stite 

Of  royall  maiesty  and  soreraiue  name; 

So  Bhall  lliu  Briton  bloodjheicCTOwne.Hfi^nftrecInime. 


And  civile  armes  t< 

Tl)gn  H^inll  ■  w)y)^|l  YJrjjn  r^inf,  which  shall 
Btretch  ner  white  rodoTer  tlie  Belgioko  shore. 
And  the  great  castle  smite  so  sore  withal). 
That  it  shall  make  him  shake,  and  shortly  leam  to  faQ: 

"  But  yet  the  end  is  not."— There  ^BTli^jfe^^ 
As  oyarcomea  of  the  spiritespoKrfc 
Or  othsrghaatly  speeScle  Siamayd, 
That  secretlr  he  saw,  yet  note  discourse: 
Which  Budoein  fitt  and  halfe  eitatick  stonre 
When  the  two  fearefuU  wemen  saw,  they  grew 
Greatly  confused  in  behaveoure: 
At  last,  the  fury  past,  to  former  hew 
Sg^^tAvgaiae,  and  chearfull  looks  as  earat  did  shew. 


Then,  when  themselves  thev  well  InitrQcted  had  51 

Of  all  that  needed  them  to  De  inquird, 

"They  both,  conceiving  hope  of  comfort  glad. 

With  lighter  hearts  unto  their  home  retird ; 

Where  the^  in  secret  counsell  close  conspird. 

How  to  efiect  so  hard  an  enterprise,  _ 

And  to  posseBse  the  purpose  they  deaird : 

Now  this,  now  that,  twixt  them  they  did  deriie. 

And  divene  ^ lota  did  frame  to  maue  ia  itnagB  (bigiusK. 


/The 
i  Wi 
\  Wl 


At  last  the  Bourse  in  hev  foot-hardy  wil 
Conoeiv'd  a  bold  d^rise.  snd  fLuo  br?pake; 
"  Dnuffliter,  I  deeine  (hnl  oudbpI  aye  mo^t  fit, 
That  of  the  time  doth  dpw  advaunlajr''  take : 
Ye  B(v  that  good  1:inffIItlWE.iion- dolh  inake 
Strong  Tarre  i>]ion  the  Kynffii  bri^ffifc n.Tiight 
■0?faand"PaiiriHlT>!nrtl»MeIy  brake 


I 


"  That  therefore  nought  onr  pnSBftjte  Taity  empeach,  S 

Xiet  njjnfeigned  annw  oursplTeg  disgiiizp, 
~!Sfi3  our  vreakeTiaiiSa  fllWrtTnSkes  goa3  srhoUcM)  t«ach 
The  dreadful  speare  and  ahkid  to  exprciie ; 
Ne  certes,  daughter,  that  aanie  warlike  wize.. 
I  w«no,  wonid  you  meseeme  i  for  ye  beene  tall 
And  lartre  of  linili,-  t'alcHpTe  an  hard  empriae : 
Ne  oiicht  ye  want  but  skit,  whii?h  pracliee  snial! 
Will  bring,  and  ehortly  mukf  you  a  mayd  martiaJl. 

"And  Booth,  it  onjrht  your  iwrace  much  inflame  6 

To  heare  so  oflea,  in  that  royallnoue. 

From  whence  to  none  inferior  ye  came, 
/Sards  tell  ormany  wemen  Talorons, 
/  "Which  have  full  many  feats  adventuroDB 
j  Perform'd,  in  paragone  of  proudest  men : 
I  Thabeld-Bun^ncB,  who«e  victorious 
I  Eiployta  made  Koine  to  quake  ;.  »Miit  f!Tigtidi>lf  n  ; 
\  Benpn-med^artia ;  and  redoubt«a  flinmilen ; 

"  And  that  which  more  then  all  the  rest  may  away,  6 

I*tedgesiensample,  which  these  eies  beheli: 

In  t£e"n5rBeiaTierore  Menevia, 

Which  Uther  with  those  forrein  Pacana  held, 

I  saw  i^axoiLxirgin,  the  which  feld 

Great  iJlfin  thrise  npon  the  bloody  playne ; 

And.  had  not  CaradoB  her  band  withheld 

From  rash  nveage.  she  had  bim  surely  stayne ; 

Yet  Caradoa  hinuelfe  from  ber  eacapt  with  payae." 

"Ah!  read,"  qnoth  Britomart,  "how  ia  she hightP"         ( 

•KTftifra  Anc?^"  quoth  she,  "men  do  her  call. 

No  whit  lesseh^re  then  terrible  in  fight : 

She  bath  the  leading  of  a  martiall 

And  mightie  people,  dreaded  more  tlien  ftU 

'TTiB  nrtmr  SiirmiJ  whii-t|  dim,  fiif  tur  lake 

Theretott,  talnmhnt,  ner  ena^ple  make 
Unto  tijMd&,  and  eq:oall  conge  to  thee  take." 
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Her  liarty  wordea  ao  doepe  into  the  mynd  67 

Of  the  youug  damzell  nuiike,  that  grest  deniro 

Of  warhke  armes  tii  her  forthwith  they  tynd. 

And  gcDeroua  stout  couro^  did  inspyre, 

That^^he  regolr'd,  upweeting  to  her  ayre. 

AJvenffpus  knigfitEooJonaeMeRetodon ; 

And  couujseld  with  hor  nourae^r  majdt's  iittyn; 

To  tumo  into  a  mosBy  habergeon ; 

And  bad  her  all  tliirig.i  put  iu  readiness  anon. 

Th'  old  woman  nought  that  needed  did  omit;  53 

But  all  tUinces  did  conveniently  piirvay. 
It  fortuned  (ao  time  their  turuD  did  filt) 
A  band  of  Britons,  ryding  on  foiray 


Fen  dayes  before,  lLad.4^t!U£B.&ffr«Bt-9>^ 
Of  Saxon  goods ;  emoug.-'t  the  which  wan  gei 


OUE.lt 

Agoodly  armour,  and  mil  rk'h  aray, 
Wfutliloct'tl  W -AjiaFlni  I'fie  Saion  queene. 
Air  fretted  round  with  gold  and  goodlywel  1: 

The  ume,  with  all  the  other  omainenta, 
Ein^  Kvence  caoied  to  be  hanged  hj 
In  hta  chiefs  church,  for  endletse  monin 
Of  his  sacceaae  and  gkdfull  victoiy : 
Of  which  herselfe  BTuing  resdilr 
In  Ih'  ereDing  lat«  old  Glanc^  toetber  led 
Fun  Britomart,  and,  *^',f-  ""■°  «n»fwy 

Well  u  abe  might,  and  wiui  brave  banldiieE  guniahed. 

Begide  those  armee  there  gtood  a  migbtis  apeara.  60 

"Which  Biftdud  made  by  magicke  art  of  yore. 

And  nsd  the  same  in  batteill  aye  to  bearc ; 

Sith  which  it  had  beene  here  preaerr'd  in  store. 

For  his  great  rirtuea  proved  long  afom ; 

For  never  wi^ht  »o  fast  in  aell  could  sit. 

But  him  perforce  unto  the  gronnd  it  bore : 

Both  speare  she  tookn  nnd  •'^'^f\|i  — tiii-ti  hfflg  hr  it ; 

3om  apeare  and  alueld  of  great  pown,  for  her  purpose  fit^ 

Thus  when  she  had  the  vir^  all  anyd,  61 

Another  homeEEe  which  did  hang  thereby 
A'bbuthersolfe'sbe  dight,  that  the  joog  nufd 
She  might  in  equoll  armes  accompany. 

And  ■fllg.sqftHftJtteBA^f  CMBfiiBy  =   

Tho  to  their  readV  steedes  they  elombe  tui  h^; 
And  through  back  waies,  that  none  might  tlum  espy, 
Covered  with  secret  cloud  of  silent  nifp&t. 
Themaelve*  th«r  forth  ooaviid,  and  pUMd  fan»c&.  n^V 
X  8 
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Ne  rested  tticT_t;)]  ()i^t_ffl  FariT  T^ j 


They  cninp,  hs  SferlinTE^- djrect^^t*  i 

WlipTp  lYieeliDp  w-ifliitus  Kedt^rosse'Eiuglit  *he  food 

Of  diverse  tbintes  dincounips  lo  dilBte, 

But  most  of  .Uhetnll  and  kin  estate. 

At  losl  their  nayes  so  fell,  thnt  tbcy  mote  part 

Then  each  to  other,  well  afit'PtiODste 

FrienA'hip  profeased  with  unfaiacd  hart : 

The  £«dcroEBe  knight  diverst )  bat  forth  rode  Dntomart. 


4 


Loot  fDUowed.  bnt  di 


Whebb  is  the  antique  glory  now  become, 
Tliat  whylome  wont  in  wemen  to  appeare  ? 
'WHicre  be  the  brave  alchievements  doen  by  some  P 
■Wlcre  be  the  batteilles,  where  the  shield  and  Bpeare, 
And  all  the  eonauests  which  them  high  did  reare. 
That  matter  made  for  famous  poets  verae. 
And  boastfull  men  so  oh  abasht  to  heare  P 
Beene  they  all  dead,  and  laide  in  dolefull  herBeP 
Or  doen  they  onely  sleepe,  and  shall  agaiue  rerene  F 

irthejT  be  dead,  then  woe  ib  me  therefore ; 

Sut  if  they  sleepe.  O  let  them  BOone  awake  I 

For  all  too  long  I  bume  with  envy  sore 

To  heare  the  warlike  featea  which  Homgre  epake 

Of  bold  Penthcsilee,  which  made  a  lake 

Of  Greekish  blood  «o  oft  in  Trojan  plaine ; 

But  when  I  reade.  how  atout  Dehors  HtTalce 

Frond  Siaera,  and  how  Camill'  hath  alaine 

The  huge  Orailochua,  I  swell  with  great  diadaine. 

Yet  these,  and  all  that  els  had  pniBsatuice, 
Cannot  with  noble  Britomart  compare, 
Aewell  for  glorie  of  great  raliauuce, 
A»  for  pure  i^|Mtit{£and  yertne  nret 
lliat  altScr  goofflya^fedyape  well  declare. 
Well  wortbie  atoclc,  from  which  the  branches  eprong 
Utai  in  lat«  yeuM  ao  fairea  tiloaaome  hare. 
AaJfeee,  O  qneene,  uwpiatterof  myjBag, 
WbMill^^elKmitSiE^rrH^Tealong  I 
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TVho  when,  throuffk  speaches  with  the  Bedcrosse  knight. 

She  learned  had  th'  estate  of  Arthegall, 

And  in  each  point  herselfe  informd  aright» 

A  friendly  leagae  of  love  perpetnall 

She  with  him  Donnd,  and  cooff^  tooke  withalL 

Then  he  forth  on  his  iourney  did  proceede. 

To  seeke  adventores  which  mote  him  befall, 

And  win  him  worship  through  his  warlike  deed. 

Which  alwaies  of  his  paines  he  made  the  chiefest  meed. 

But  Britomart  kept  on  her  former  course,  5 

Ne  ever  dofte  her  armes ;  but  all  the  way 

Grew  pensive  through  that  amorous  .discourse, 

By;^whichjthfiJ»fcdcro88e'ES 

-HerTovers  shape  and  cBreVTdrous  yiyT 
;    A  thousand  "dldiqf^f  8  IhFfashiond  m  her  mind : 
/    And  in  her  feigning  fancie  did  pourtray 
\     Him,  such  as  fittest  she  for  love  could  find, 
V  "Wise,  warlike  personable,  courteous,  and  kind. 

With  such  selfe-pleasing  thoughts  her  wound  she  fedd,      6 

And  thought  so  to  beguile  her  grievous  smart ; 

But  so  her  smart  was  muck  more  grievous  bredd, 

And  the  deepe  wound  more  deep  cngorgd  her  hart. 

That  nought  but  death  her  dolour  mote  depart. 

So  forth  she  rode,  without  repose  or  rest, 

Searching  all  lands  and  each  remotest  part, 

Following  the  guydance  of  her  blinded  guest, 

Till  that  to,th6.,sea-coa8t  at  length  she_her  addcfist. 

There  she  alighted  from  her  light-foot  beast,  ' 

And,  sitting  down  upon  the  rocky  shore, 

Badd  her  old  squyre  unlace  her  lofty  creast : 

Tho,  haying  vewd  awhile  the  surges  hore 

That  gainst  the  craggy  clifls  did  loudly  rore, 

And  in  their  raging  surquedry  disdaynd 

That  the  fast  earth  affronted  them  so  sore, 

And  their  devouring  covetize  res  tray  nd, 

Thereat  she  sighed  deepe,  and  after  thus  complaynd : 

*  *  JLnffC, .  sea  of  sorrow  and  tempestuous  griefe,  8 

Wherein  my  feeble  barke  is  tossed  long 

Far  from  the  hoped  haven  of  reliefe, 

Whv  doe  thy  cruel  billowes  beat  so  strong, 

And  thy  moyst  mouutaines  each  on  others  throng, 

Threatning  to  swaUow  up  my  fearefuU  lyfe? 

O,  doe  thy  cruell  wrath  and  spightfull  wrong 

At  length  allay,  and  stint  thy  iiitormy  strife, 

W^hich  in  these  troubled  bowels  raignes  and  TagetiiT^^t^^ 
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"  For  cl«  my  feeble  ritispll,  crud  aad  enfii 
Tbrougti  ihy  strong  buITeU  and  oufraiieous  blowea. 
CEuinot  enrliire,  but  needre  it  must  be  wraclit 
On  thf  rotiph  roclca,  or  on  tbe  Bandy  shslldiTef, 
The  wbilefl  that  Love  it  iten.'s.  nnd  Fortuni'  rowes. 

And  Isit-UnPrPo^waiDe,  no  sssuraunce  Knowes  i 
B&t'uilc  «TlBoulen'8Urrt?(  ffBiimiyilf  Wid  ffinde: 
How  can  tb^  other  doe,  silii  both  are  bold  and  blindc  ! 

'si^est  in  the  scu, 

rAt  lart  bli^n-  up  Home  gebtle  g&le  of  ease. 
The  n-hieb  may  bring  mj- .ship,  ere  it  be  rent, 
TTnto  the  glailsome  port  nf  her  iateol ! 
Theii.  vbcn  I  sbaJI  mysclfe  in  ufetj  bco, 
A  table,  for  etemaU  moniment 
Of  tty  ereat  trraeo  and  my  (rrrat  ieopordee, 
Great  Neptune.  I  avow  to  bnllow  nnio  thee!" 

TheD  sighing  BofUy  tore,  and  inly  deepe, 


Thus  u  she  her  recomforted,  »he  vpyde 
Where  far  ay  vone,  all  in  armonr  brielit, 
With  haatj  gall3trTawBTde  her  did  r?fe; 
Her  dolour  goone  she  cea«t,  and  on  hpfdisht 
Her  helmet,  to  her  courser  mounting  light ; 
Her  former  Borrow  into  (Hidden  wram 
(Both  coooen  paasions  of  distroubled  spriglit) 
Conrertine.  forth  she  beates  the  dusty  ijath: 
Lore  and  aetpight  attonce  her  corage  kindled  halb- 

A»,  n-hpn  a  foepj*  miat  halb  oven^a^t 

The  face  of  heven  and  the  rleare  nire eiittroate. 

The  world  in  darknes  dwela ;  till  that  at  lact 

Hie  watry  louthninde  from  the  senborde  co«t« 

Upblowing  doth  diatierw  the  vapour  lo'ste. 

And  poiires  itsejfe  forth  in  a  stormy  chowrej 

80  the  farro  Britcmart.  having  discloste 

Her  cloTTdy  care  into  a  urallifuU  slowre. 

Site  miat  of  gricfe  dissoly'd  did  into  Tenge&noe  powre. 
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And  unto  bitttaill  did  lierielfe  prepayri. 
The  knii;bt,  approocliiag,  Bt«ruely  her  bespak 
"  Sir  K-Digbt,  that  doeat  thy  voyage  rashly  ma 
Bf  this  forbidden  way  iu  ray  den^'gli^ 
Ne  doest  by  olhera  death  enaomiile  take  i 
I  read  theo  aoone  retyre,  whilea  tiioa  hast  raig 
Least  aftem'ards  it  be  too  late  to  1  ' 

Tthrild  with  deepe  diadaine  of  his  dk  1 

She  shortly  thus ;  "  Fly  they,  tliB 
Wordes  feareu  babes :  I  meane  i 
To  passe;  but  maiiijcre  thee  wil' 
Me  lenster  stayd  for  th'  other  U 

Bat  viik  eharpe  npeare  the  res. . Dwne. 

Stronply  the  straunge  knight  ran.  a_. 

Stjooke  hot  full  on  the  breast,  that  m.—;^  ^^.  _owiie 

Decline  her  head,.and  touch  lier  crouper  with  her  crown. 

But  she  B«aine  him  in  the  ahield  did  tmite  1 

With  BO  fierce  fiirie  and  great  piUMauDce, 

That,  through  his  tbree-square  Bonchin  peroing  quite 

And  throuah  his  lioyled  uauberqne,  by  mlacha 

The  wicked  Steele  through  hi»  left  side  did  gUi 

Him  HO  transfixed  she  before  her  bore 

Beyond  his  croupe,  the  length  of  all  herlanncei 

Till,  aadlv  aoucing  on  the  sandy  shore. 

He  tombled  o) 

Idke  as  the  sacred  oie  that  careieue  stands 
Widi  gilden  horncs  and  flowry  girlonde  crownd. 
Proud  of  his  dying  honor  and  dears  baudee. 
Whiles  th'  altars  fume  with  frankinoense  arownd 
All  saddeiol^  with  mortal!  stroke  astownd 
Doth  groveling  fall,  and  with  his  streaming  gore 
Diataines  the  pilloura  and  the  holy  {pvwnd. 
And  the  faire  flowres  that  decked  hnn  afore : 
fo  fell  pignd  Morinell  upon  the  pretions  ahore. 

The  martiall  nnayd  etayd  not  him  to  lament. 
But  forward  rode,  and  kept  her  ready  way 
Alongthe  S[ronil ;  which,  aa  she  over-went. 

Of  peari^  and p^uinn  atiTpwinf  gMt  ■—^ff 
And  all  the  gravell  mist  witSTgoldaD  owre: 
Whereat  she  woudred  moi^  but  would  not  ttar 
For  gold,  or  perles.  or  pretioiu  atonea,  an  bowre. 
But  them  despised  all  j  for  all  waa  ia  Iwr  pown. 


an^heape,  and  wallowdjn  lua^OTe. 
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IMiilrs  tlius  111?  lay  in  deadly  atonisbment,  ]9 

Tydings  Lereof  came  to  liig  mfiLtim  eare  t 
Hie  motber  ""as  the  blacbe-browd  Crmoent. 
Tlie  dfttichter  of  great  Ncrena.  vbich  dia  Deare 
Thi^  iTsrlilLG  Bonne  unto  an  eartlilr  peaiv. 
The  famous  Damnriii:  who  ou  a  day 
PindiDg  tLo  nyniph  Mleepc  in  ucret  wkeare, 
Ab  Le  by  cbaunee  did  wander  that  same  way. 
Was  taken  with  her  love,  ood  by  ber  closely  lay- 
There  Lc  diis  knight  of  ber  bosot,  trbom  borne  20 
She.  of  his  father.  Marinell  did  name; 
And  in  tsaviQLcaxe  KJPi^ht.i'acicinie 
IjOttifSau: fitie  tWtredug,  till  he  be<?ame 
A  mighty  miiVal  armes,  and  tuickle  fame 
Did  get  through  groat  adeentures  by  him  donne: 
For  Dcver  mau  he  luSred  by  that  same 
Eich  Slrood  to  travell.  whereas  he  did  wonne, 
Bui  that  he  ma"!  do  battail  with  the  »efl-uymphcs  sonne. 

Ad  iinndred  knishts  of  honorable  name  21 

He  had  subdew'd,  and  them  his  vasiials  made : 

That  through  all  Farie  Lond  Ida  noble  fame 

Now  bhized  was,  and  fcare  did  all  invade. 

That  none  durst  passen  through  that  perilous  glade : 

And,  to  advauncc  his  name  and  glory  more, 

Het;,sea-^4  syrcjlie  dearely  did  peimtado 

T  endpn^LeisODBeiritb~^Ka«urc~aDd  tich-starp 

Bove  all  tiie  sonnes  that  were  of  earthly  wombes  ybore. 

drhe  god  did  graiint  his  daughters  deare  demaund,  23 

To  doen  lus  nephew  in  all  nches  flow; 
Sflaoones  his  heaped  wares  be  dldcommannd 
Out  of  their  hollow  bosome  forth  to  throw 
All  the  huge  tlirensure.  which  the  sea  below 
Had  in  hia  greedy  gulfe  devoun^d  dccpe, 
Ajid  him  enrichea  through  the  overthrow 
And  wreckes  of  many  wretches,  which  did  weepe 
And  often  way  le  thoirwealth  which  he  from  diem  did  keepe. 

Shortly  upon  that  shore  there  heaped  was  S3 

Exceeding  riche*  and  all  pretioua  things, 

The  spoy  le  of  all  the  world ;  that  it  did  paa 
'l   The  weltb  of  th'East,  and  pompe  of  Persian  kings: 
'^  Gold,  amber,  yvorie,  perles,  owchee,  rings. 

And  all  that  els  was  pretioua  and  deare, 

He  sea  onto  him  ToWtary  brings ; 

Tliat  shortly  he  a  great  lord  did  appeare, 

Am  was  in  all  the  lond  of  Faeiy,  or  elaewhean. 


TUB   FJESIE   (JTIBESE. 

Thoreta  he  was  n  doiif^htv  dreaded  knight, 
TryJe  often  to  the  scath  of  many  deare, 
TKit  none  in  equall  armes  him  inatclien  miKJit 
fThf  which  liJB  mother  Bppinit  gan  to  foare 
t  Least  liis  too  hantfhtie  hardinoa  might  reare 
Some  hard  mishap  la  hazard  of  his  lifo: 
Forthv  she  oft  him  counaeld  to  forbeare 
The  bloody  balteiJI,  and  to  stirre  np  etHfe, 
Hut  after  all  hia  warre  to  rest  his  weario  katfj  i 

And,  for  his  more  asguraanco,  she 


Her  deare^oaiieajiealjay  to  her  to  tell. 
And  the  saS^nd  oTherHweSt  Mafftffll : 
^Who,  through  foresielit  of  his  el^mall  skill. 


iLiid  istoiit  him  should  dlaniBf  or  kill. 

/^Forthy  she  gave  him  warning  ever  day 
/  The  lore  of  women  not  to  entertaine ; 
1   A  Wson  too  too  hard  for  living  di^, 
vFrom  love  ia  course  of  nature  tore&ainel 
Yet  he  his  mothers  lore  did  well  vetune, 


And  ever  from  favre  ladies  love  did  fly; 
Yet  many  ladies  tayre  did  oft  complaine. 
That  they  for  love  of  him  would  algates  dy: 


Yet  many  ladies  tayre  did  oft  c< 

That  they  for  love  of  him  woulf      „     ...... 

Dy,  whoso  list  for  him,  he  was  lores  enimj. 

it  ah!  who  can  deceive  his  destiny, 


(F. 


And  safest  seemes,  nim  soonest  doth  amata. 

And  findeth  dew  etTect  or  soone  or  late ; 

So  feeble  is  the  powre  of  fleshly  anne ! 

His  mother  bad  him  wemens  love  to  hate, 

For  she  of  womaus  force  did  feare  no  hanne ; 

^  weening  to  have  arm'd  him,  she  did  qnit«  disarme. 

This  was  that  woman,  this  that  deadly  wownd, 

That  Proteus  propliecide  should  him  dismay; 

The  which  his  mother  vainely  did  expownd 

To  be  hart-wownding  love,  which  should  assay 

To  bring  her  aonne  unto  his  last  decay. 

So  tickle  be  the  termea  of  mortall  state 

And  full  of  subtile  sophismes,  which  doe  pl»7 

With  doable  aences,  and  with  false  debate, 

T*  Improve  the  unknowen  purpoH  of  otmuU  late. 
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Too  trew  (he  ramons  Mnrinell  it  found ;  2 

Wlio,  throiiKl"  lai^  triaU.  on  that  wealtliV  gtrocd 

Inglorious  now  lifi  in  aencelesse  swownd. 

Tlirough  hcarv  etroke  of  BritomBrtia  hond. 

Wbich  wbon  lii8  mother  d^iru  did  onderatond, 

And  heavv  titEnTrrJiSard,  whereas  she  plajd 

Amongst  ner  watry  Bistom  by  s  poud, 
/Gathering  sweele  d&flidiDres.  lo  hare  mads 
(Gay  gvloods  from  the  sun  Uieir  forheads  layt  to  tlude; 

Eftesoonra  both  flovrce  nnd  girlonda  far  awaj  t 

She  flc>np,  and  her  faire  deawy  loi'kes  yppct ; 

To  sorrow  huge  she  tomd  her  former  play. 

And  gameEoni  mcrlh  to  (irievoua  drcnmeut; 

Shee  threw  herselfe  downe  on  the  continent, 

Ke  word  did  speaks,  but  laj  aa  in  a  awowoe, 

While*  all  her  giaters  did  for  iier  lament 

^Vith  yeUing  oulrrie«.  and  with  shrieking  aoime; 

And  every  one  did  tcare  her  girlond  from  her  crowne, 

fioone  as  ahe  up  out  of  her  deddly  fitt  3 

/Arose,  she  bad  her  eharett  to  be  bronght ; 
/And  all  her  siaters.  that  with  her  did  sitt, 
"•Bad  eke  attonce  their  eharolta  to  be  sooRht: 
Tho,  full  of  bitter  griefe  and  pensive  thought. 
She  lo  her  wagon  clombe ;  elombe  all  tlie  rest, 
And  forth  together  went,  with  sorow  fraught: 
The  waves  obedient  to  thejTe  beheaat 
Them  yielded  ready  passage,  and  their  rage  aurceast. 

GrBBi^eptlUie  atoode  amazed  at  their  aight,  3 

tVliilee  on  his  broad  rownd  backe  tliey  softly  slid. 

And  eke  himselfe  moumd  at  their  mournful  plight. 

Yet  wist  not  what  their  waihng  ment,  yet  dio, 

For  great  eompHssion  of  their  sorow.  bid 

His  mighty  waters  to  them  buiome  bee : 

Efreaoonea  the  roaring  billowes  still  abid, 

And  all  U^e^gHsal^JQPp.BCers  of  the  aee 

Stood  gaping  at  ttieir  gate,  and  wondred  them  to  eee. 

A  t^ne  of  dolphins  nranged  in  arajr  S 

To  the  long  raynea  at  her  (nmmauadement : 

As  Bwifle  as  swaJlowes  on  the  waves  ihev  went. 

That  their  brode  finggy  finnca  no  fome  did  reare, 

Ite  bubling  rowndell  they  behinde  them  aent ; 

Thp  rest,  of  other  Bahea  orawen  weare, 

"Wludi  with  their  finiv  o«n  the  swelling  ■€«  did  aheare. 


Soone  as  they  bene  amy'd  upon  the  brim  l 

Of  the  rich  strond,  their  charets  the^  forlore. 

And  let  their  temed  fishes  sofUy  swim 

Along  the  marp^ent  of  the  fomy  shore. 

Least  they  their  finnes  should  bruze,  and  surbate  sore 

Their  tender  feete  upon  the  stony  grownd : 

And  comminff  to  the  place,  where  all  in  gore 

And  cruddy  blood  enwallowed  they  fownd 

The  lucklesse  Marinell  lying  in  deadly  swownd. 

His  mother  swowned  thrise,  and  the  third  time  « 

Could  scarce  recovered  bee  out  of  her  paine ; 

Had  she  not  beene  devoide  of  mort^  slime, 

She  should  not  then  have  bene  relyr'd  againe: 

But,  soone  as  life  recovered  had  the  raine, 

Shee  made  so  piteous  mono  and  deare  wayment, 

That  the  hard  rocks  could  scarce  from  tears  refraino: 

And  all  her  sister  nymphes  with  one  consent 

Supplide  her  sobbing  breaches  with  sad  complement. 

"  Deare  image  of  myselfe,"  she  sayd, "  that  is  2 

The  wretched  sonne  of  wretched  mother  borne, 

Is  this  thine  high  advauncoment?  O !  is  this 

Th*  immortaU  name,  with  which  thee  yet  unbome 

Thy  grandsire  Nereus  promist  to  adome  P 

Now  lyest  thou  of  life  and  honor  refte ; 

Now  lyest  thou  a  lumpe  of  earth  forlome ; 

Ne  of  thy  late  life  memory  is  lefte ; 

Ne  can  thy  irrevocable  desteny  bee  wefte ! 

"  Fond  Proteus,  father  of  false  prophecis !  ' 

And  they  more  fond  that  credit  to  thee  give! 

Not  this  the  worke  of  woinans  hand  ywis. 

That  so  deepe  wound  through  these  deare  members  drive. 

I  feared  love ;  but  they  that  love  doe  live ; 

But  they  that  dye,  doe  nether  love  nor  hate : 

Nath'lesse  to  thee  thy  folly  I  forgive; 

And  to  myselfe,  and  to  accursed  fate, 

The  g^t  I  doe  ascribe :  deare  wisedome  bought  too  late ! 

"  O !  what  availcs  it  of  immortall  seed  ^ 

To  beene  ybredd  and  never  borne  to  dyeP 

Farre  better  I  it  deeme  to  die  with  speed 

Then  waste  in  woe  and  waylfull  miserye : 

Who  dyes,  the  utmost  dolor  doth  ab^e; 

But  who  that  lives,  is  lefte  to  waile  ms  losse: 

So  life  is  losse,  and  death  felicity : 

Sad  life  worse  then  glad  death ;  and  greater  crosse 

To  see  frends  grave,  then  dead  the  grave  seKe  to  eii^o^%< 
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"  But  if  tlic  licaveDS  did  his  days  CDvie,  3 

And  my  short  blis  maligne ;  yet  mote  lliey  well 

"nnm  iLiufli  nflord  my,  ere  tJaat  he  did  die, 

Th&t  tho  dim  eies  of  nir  deare  MRriuetl 

I  mote  h&ve  i-liised,  and  liim  bed  farewell. 

Sith  olhiT  oilices  for  mother  meet 

Thef  ■would  uot  graunt 

Yettl  raaiilyn!  them,  farewell,  my  sneetest iwect ! 
Farewell,  my  aweele^t  aonne,  sith  we  no  more  Bhall  moet !" 

Thug  nhen  they  nl]  had  sommted  their  fill,  41 

They  Boftly  gnu  to  search  his  griesly  wownd ; 
Aud,  that  they  might  him  hanole  more  at  will. 
Tbe^  him  disarmd ;  and.  Epreddiua  on  the  gromid 
TheU'  watchet  mantles  frindgd  wiui  silirer  toitud, 
/rbej_soiUy.»ipt  aKoj-  the  geily  blood 
f  From  th"  orifire;  wtieh  riavinig  well  upbon-nd 
\  Tjicy pourd  in  poveraine  baline  aud  neclarjpjod, 
Gooirtoih  Tot  (TtTJy  nied'eine  and  for  tevenly  food. 


In  leaches  craft,  by  great  Apolloea  lore, 

Sith  her  whilome  upon  high  Pindua  hill 

He  loved,  aud  at  last  her  wombe  did  fill 

With  hevenly  eeed,  whereof  wise  Picon  sprone.) 

Did  feele  his  pulse,  shee  knew  there  staled  still 

6Qn»litde-U£EhiflfeehTeaiPita"effiong;  '~- 

'Which  to  his  mother  told,  despeyre  sEe  from  her  flong. 

Tho,  up  bin)  taking  in  their  tender  liauds, 
They  easely  nnto  her  charett  beare: 

Her  teme  at  her  conunaundement  quiet  stands, 

Whiles  Uiey  the  corse  int*  her  wagon  reare. 

And  Btrowe  with  flowres  the  lamentable  beare: 

Then  all  the  rest  into  their  coches  dim, 

And  through  the  brackish  waves  their  pawage  shearoi 

Upon  great  Neptnnes  necke  they  softly  swim, 

Aad  to  her  watry  chamber  swiflly  carry  htm. 


o  thicke  clouds  that  threat  a  stormy  ehowre. 
And  vanted  all  within  hke  to  the  skve, 
la  which  the  gods  doe  dwell  eternally: 
There  they  him  laide  in  easy  couch  well  dight; 
And  wnt  vf  *■"*■■  *'"'  fTy'-""  to  appl^ 
8a}ve$  toDu  wonnda,  andmedicinea  of  might; 
.For  Dtpod  oTaea-gods  tlw  ■orenine  teacu  in  hight. 
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The  whiles  the  nymphes  sit  all  about  him  rownd,  44 

Lamentinff  his  mishap  and  heavy  plight ; 

And  ofbe  his  mother,  yewinj?  his  wide  wownd. 

Cursed  the  hand  that  did  so  deadly  smiffht 

Her  dearest  sonne,  her  dearest  harts  ddight: 

But  none  of  all  those  curses  overtooke 

warlike  maide,  th*  ensample  of  that  miffht ; 
But  fayrejy  weu  sliee  thryvd,  and  well  did  brooke 
Her  noble  deedes,  ne  her  right  course  for  ought  forsooke. 

Yet  did  falseArghimageher  still  i^ursew,  4& 

To  briif§"to"passeTu8m5chievou8  intent. 

Now  that  he  had  her  singled  from  the  crew 

Of  courteous  knights,  the  p^nce  Mid  Fafy  gqntp 

Whom  late  in  chace  ofoeauty  excellent 

Shee  lefle,  purse  wing  that  same  foster  strong; 

Of  whose  fowle  outrage  they  impatient. 

And  full  of  firy  zele,  him  followed  long, 

To  reskew  her  from  shame,  and  to  revenge  her  wrong. 

43 
Through  thick  and  thin,  through  mountains  and  through 
Those  tvrqj^at  champions  did  attance-pucaew       [playns, 
TKeleSIulLdamzell  wifh  incessant  pajns ; 
Who  from  them  BedTas  light-foot  Tiare  from  vew 
Of  hunter  swifte  and  sent  of  howndes  trew. 

At  last  tliejE.carae3jato_lL4?l^t 
Where,  oouEtliill  which  to  take,  Tier  to  reskdw, 
Themselves  they  did  dispart,  each  to  assay 
Whether  more  nappy  were  to  win  so  goodly  pray. 


But  Timias/  the  princes  gentle  squyre.  47 

That  ladies  love  unitoTis  lord  forlent. 
And  with  proud  envy  and  indignant  yre 
After  that  wicked  foster  fiercelv  went: 
So  beene  thev  three  three  sondry  waves  ybent  j^ 
/  But  fayrest  fortune  to  the  pnnce  beiell ; 
Whose  chaunce  it  was,  that  soone  he  did  repenty 
To  take  that  way  in  which  that  damozell 
Was  fledd  afore,  affraid  of  him  as  feend  of  hell. 

At  last  of  her  far  off  he  gained  vew :  43 

Then  gan  he  freshly  prick 3  his  fomy  steed, 
And  ever  as  he  nigher  to  her  drew, 
So  evermore  he  did  increase  his  speed. 
And  of  each  turning  still  kept  wary  heed: 
. Alowd  to  her  he  oftentimes  did  call 
.  To  doe  away  vaine  doubt  and  needlesse  dreed : 
Full  myld  to  her  he  spake,  and  oft  let  fall 
Many  meeke  wordes  to  stay  and  comfort  bm  mV!hsQ[L 
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But  Qolhing  miclit  rplent  lipr  liMir  flight  |  49 

So  deepe  liie  desdJ.T  feare  of  that  Rml  awMno 
"Was  earst  impressed  in  li^r  jfcotle  spright: 
Like  ie  a  fearerull  dore,  whicli  through  the  rame 
Of  the  wide  ayre  her  way  doea  cut  amaine, 
.Having  fnrre  ofT espyde  a  ta»sell  icent. 
Which  ailer  her  his  nimfatS  irtTOw  doth  Btraine, 
I>oubleth  her  hsat  for  fcare  to  bee  for-hmt. 
And  with  her  ptneona  cleares  the  liquid  rermameDt. 

With  no  Ifsse  hast,  and  eke  wilh  no  lease  dreed  50 

That  fearefall  ladie  flrdd  from  him  iJint  meat 

To  licr  no  pvUl  llioneht  nor  evill  deed ; 

Yet  former  feare  of  beinK  fowlr  ahent 

Carried  her  fomard  with  her  BrBt  intent ; 
/And  thouch,  nft  loolcing  bactttrard.  well  she  revde 
/  Herselfe  freed  from  that  foster  insolent. 
\  And  lliat  it  was  a  knight  which  nuw  her  seivde. 
\  Yet  Hhe  no  lease  the  knight  feared  then  that  rillein  mdc. 

Hia  imcontli  ihield  and  strannge  armes  her  dismayd,       61 

Whose  like  in  Faeiy  I/jnd  were  seldom  aeene; 

That  fast  she  Ironi  him  fledd,  no  leese  afrayd 

Then  of  wilde  beast«s  if  she  had  ehaaed  boons  i 

Yet  he  her  fotlowd  still  with  corttge  keene 

So  long,  that  now  the  ftolden  Hesperus 

Was  mounted  high  in  top  of  heaven  sheene, 

And  warnd  his  other  brethren  iojeous 

To  light  thedr  blesaed  Itunps  in  loves  etemall  ho<:B. 

All  Boddeiulf  dim  woi  the  dampish  ayre,  52 

And  giiealj  shadowes  covered  heaven  bright. 
That  now  with  thousand  starres  was  decked  fa>Ti  t 
Which  when  the  prince  beheld,  a  lothfiill  sight, 

<And  that  perforce,  for  want  of  leuger  light. 
He  mot«  snrceasse  his  mit  and  lose  the  hope 
Of  his  ions  labour;  he  gan  fonly  wyt« 
His  wicked  fortune  that  had  tmrul  aslope. 
And  caxtei  ni^t  that  reft  from  him  so  goodly  scope. 

71h>,  when  her  wayee  he  could  no  more  descry,  13 

Bat  to  and  fro  at  dissvsDture  strayd; 

Like  as  a  ship,  whose  lodestar  suddeinlr 

Covered  with  clouds  ber  pilott  hath  dismayd; 

His  wearisome  pursuit  perforce  he  stnd, 
(  AAdfiramhialoftie  steed  djsmounting  low 
I  Didlet  himfOTags:  dowoe  bimseUj  he  layd 
'^■^Mn  the  grassy  ground  to  sleepeathrow; 

Sia  cold  eHrtii  wu  his  eon^  the  hard  steels  Ms  piUov. 
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....  ,. any  rest; 

d  aorrow  and  disdaine 
Of  his  hard  hap  did  veie  his  noble  brest, 
And  (Jionsand  fariFipB  bett  his  ydle  brByno 
; Wilh  their  light  winire,  the  sighu  of  semblant 
Oft  did  he  wuh  that  lady  faire  mote  bee 
His  Faerr  Queene,  for  whom  he  did  compl&in 
Or  that  liis  Faerv  Queene  were  su'-i'  «■  "l>i«-' 
And  ever  ha^Cj  Night  he  blamed  b 


■Which  wast  begot  lu  heaven,  but  1 
And  bratish  »hDpe  (hniat  downe  ti 
Where,  bv  the  wim  tloud  of  Cooytiu.  pi 
Thy  dwellioB  is  in  Herebus  black  hons, 

g Slack  Herebus,  thy  hnsbajid,  ia  the  I'oe 
fall  the  gods.)  where  thou  nngratioug 
Halfe  of  thy  dayes  doest  lead  in  horrour  hideous : 

"  Wliat  bftd  th'  EUniall  Maker  need  of  thee  56 

The  world  in  hin  continnall  course  to  keepe. 

That  doest  all  thingea  deface,  ne  letteat  tee 

The  beantie  of  hie  worke  F     Indeed  in  sleepe 

The  slonthfull  body  that  doth  tore  to  ateepe 

His  loetleese  limbea,  and  drownehia  baaer  mind. 

Doth  praise  thee  oft,  and  oft  front  Stygian  deepe 

Calls  thee  his  goddeeae,  in  hia  errour  blmi. 

And  great  dame  NBtnrea  handnuide  cheUDg  erel?  kind. 

"Bat  well  I  wote  that  to  an  heavr  hart  57 

Thou  art  the  root«  and  nonrae  of  Ditter  carea. 

Breeder  of  new,  renewer  of  old  amuts: 

Instead  of  rest  thou  lendest  raylms  tearea ; 

Instead  of  sleepe  thou  sendeat  tronblous  fearea 

And  dreadfull  viaiona,  in  the  which  alive 

The  dreary  iraaffe  of  sad  Death  sppearM : 

So  from  the  wearie  apirit  thou  doeat  drive 

Deaired  reat,  and  men  of  happinesae  deprive. 

"Under  thy  mantle  black  there  hidden  lye  68 

light-skouniDg  Thefte,  and  traiteiona  Inleirt, 

Abhorred  Bloodshed,  and  vile  Felony, 

Shameful!  Deceipt,  and  Dauuger  imminent, 

Fonle  Horror,  and  eke  beUish  Dreriment: 

All  these  I  wote  in  thy  protection  bee. 

And  hght  doe  ahonne,  for  feore  of  being  ahmt  t 

For  light  rlike  ia  k>tit'd  of  tJum  and  thee; 

And  all,  tW  Inrdneaw  Wc^  do  hate  th0  lilfhl  t«  M«i 
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"  For  day  discovers  all  dishonest  wayea, 

Anil  eliewelL  each  tbing  as  it  iii  in  deed : 

The  pmypes  of  High  God  he  fnire  displa.Tea, 

And  His  large  hountie  rightly  dolh  areed: 

Po,ve»  deajvflt  cluldivn  l>e  tJie  blessed  seed 

"Whiuh  Darknesse  EJiall  subdue  (utd  heaven  vrin : 

Tnith  U  his  daufthter :  he  hor  first  did  breed 

Most  sacred  virgin  without  spot  of  sinne : 

Our  life  is  day ;  but  death  with  darknesae  doth  begin. 

**  O,  when  nill  Pay  then  turae  to  me  amine. 

And  brinfi  witli  him  his  long>cipected  light ! 

O  Titan  l  ha*t  to  reare  thy  loyous  waine ; 

Speed  thee  to  apred  abroad  thy  beamoa  bright, 

Aind  cha^e  airay  this  too  long  lingring  Nif^ht ; 

Chaee  her  sn-ny.  from  nbeore  she  came,  to  hell : 

She,  ahe  it  is.  tliat  hath  me  done  despight : 

There  let  hf  r  with  the  damned  spirita  dwell, 

And  yield  her  rowme  to  Day,  that  can  it  gOTeme  welL" 

Thna  did  the  prinee  that  wearie  night  ontweore 

In  ivstlesie  anguish  and  nnquiet  paine ; 

And  earely,  ere  tlie  Morrow  did  upreare 

His  dcBwy  head  out  of  the  ocean  maine. 

He  np  arose,  as  halfe  in  great  disdaine. 

And  clombe  unto  his  steed :  so  forth  he  went 

With  heavy  looke  and  lumpish  pace,  that  plalne 

In  him  bewraid  great  grudge  and  maltalent ; 

fiia  steed  eke  eeemd  t'  apply  his  steps  to  his  intent. 


CANTO  V. 

X  Arthur  btan  of  Flotlmcll : 

iR*  DHtos  Tlnlu  wonnd; 

•tdud. 


WoiTDKB  it  ia  to  «ee  in  divene  nindes 
How  diversly  Love  doth  his  pafteannts  play 
And  shewea  hie  powre  in  variable  kind^ : 
The  baser  wit,  whose  ydle  thoughts  alway 
Are  wont  to  cleave  onto  the  lowly  cl^. 
It  itirreth  np  to  senguall  desire, 
And  in  lewd  alonth  to  wast  hia  carelease  day  j 
Bat  in  brave  sprite  it  kindles  goodly  fire. 
Thai  to  aU  hign  detert  uid  Ii<»ioiit  doth  asj^ie. 
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IITe  soffereth  it  uncomely  Idlenesse  2 

In  his  free  thought  to  build  her  sluggish  nest; 
Ne  suffereth  it  Uiought  of  ungentlenesse 
Ever  to  creepe  into  his  noble  orest ; 
But  to  the  highest  and  the  worthiest 
laffceth  it  up  that  els  would  lowly  fall : 
/^t  lettes  not  fall,  it  lettes  it  not  to  rest : 

(It  lettes  not  scarse  this  prince  to  breath  at  all, 
But  to  his  first  poursuit  him  forward  stUl  doth  call : 

Who  long  time  wandred  through  the  forest  wyde  8 

To  finde  some  issue  thence ;  till  that  at  last 

He  met  ^  dwarfe  that  seemed  terrifyde 

With  somd'Ute^riU  which  he  hardly  past, 

Or  other  accident  which  him  affhast ; 

Of  whom  he  asked,  whence  he  lately  came. 

And  whether  now  he  traveiled  so  fast : 

For  sore  he  swat,  and,  ronning  through  that  same 

Thicke  forest,  was  bescracht  and  both  his  feet  nigh  lame. 

Panting  for  breath,  and  almost  out  of  hart  4 

The  dwarfe  him  answerd ;  "  Sir,  ill  mote  I  stay 
To  tell  the  same :  LlStfilx  ^4ji6Eart 
Er^"^  Fftifi^  nniirf.j  wuere  rtave  many  a  day 
Served  a  gentle  lady  of  great  sway 
And  high  accompt  throughout  all  Elfin  Land, 
Who  lately  left  the  same,  and  tooke  this  way : 
.now.l_seeke ;  and  if  ye  understand 
icirway~"8t[6  fared  hath,  good  sir,  tell  out  of  hand." 

"  What  mister  wight,"  saide  he,  "  and  how  arayd  P"  6 

"  Eoyally  clad,"  quoth  he,  *'  in  cloth  of  gold. 

As  meetest  may  peseeme  a  noble  mayd  : 

Her  faire  lockes  in  rich  circlet  be  enrold, 

A  fayrer  wight  did  never  sunne  behold ; 

And  on  a  palfrey  rydes  more  white  then  snow, 

Yet  she  herselfe  is  whiter  manifold ; 

The  surest  signe,  whereby  je  may  her  know 

Is,  that  she  is  the  fairest  wight  auve,  I  trow." 

(  **  Now  certes,  swaine,"  saide  he,  **  such  one,  I  weene,         6 

^  Fast  flying  through  this  forest  from  her  fo, 
A  foule  ill-favoured  foster,  I  have  scene ; 
Herselfe,  well  as  I  might,  I  reskewd  tho. 
But  could  not  stay ;  so  fast  she  did  foregoe, 
Carried  away  with  wings  of  speedy  feare." 
"  Ah !  dearest  God,"  quoth  he,  "  that  is  great  woe, 
And  wondrous  ruth  to  all  that  shall  it  heare : 
But  can  ye  read,  sir,  how  I  may  her  finde,  or  where  P^ 
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"PiTdy  me  lever  wens  to  weeteu  that," 

Saide  he,  "  then  naaome  of  the  richest  knight. 

Or  all  the  good  that  ever  yet  I  gat  -. 

But  frownrd  fortune,  and  too  forward  Dicht, 

Such  huppioessp  did,  nuulgre.  to  me  spieht:. 

And  fro  me  reFt  both  life  and  light  attoae. 

But.  dnarfe.  Bread  what  ia  that  lady  hrt^t 

That  through  this  forest  wandrelh  ihui  alone ; 

For  of  her  errour  straniige  I  have  great  mth  and  m< 

"That  Udie  is,"  qaoih  he,  "whereso  she  bee, 

The  btnmtiest  virgin  and  mott  debonairo 
That  ever  hving  eye,  I  weene,  did  «ee  : 
Lives  none  this  day  that  may  with  her  compare 
In  gte\lla"t.ciia8tiiie  and  vertuc  rare. 
The  goodly  omaraente  of  hesuty  bright ; 
And  ia  Ti.ifp*'d  Florimell  the  fayre. 
Fttire  FlijrinieirEelov'dof  loanv  a  toiaht, 
/     Yet  she  loves  none  but  one,  that  Marini'll  is  hight ; 

"  A  tea-nymphee  lonne,  that  Ifarinell  is  hight. 

Of  mj  deare  dame  ia  loved  dearly  well ; 

In  other  none,  but  him,  she  set«  delight; 

All  her  delight  is  set  on  Marinell ; 

Bnt  he  acta  jioD^t  at  aL  bv  FlorimeU ; 

For  ladieslove  Cu  mofflerToiig  ygoB 

Did  him,  they  Hy,  forwanie  throiigh  tacred  spell : 


I    Five  daiee  tliere  be  since  ha  (they  saj]  waselaine^         ] 
f  And  fowre  since  FIonn)eli  the  courtforKent, 
lAad  vowed  never  to  ivtume  againc 

Till  liim  nlive  or  dead  slie  did  Itttent. 

Therefore,  faire  sir,  for  love  of  luughthood  gent 

And  honour  of  trew  ladies,  if  ye  may 

Bj  your  good  counseU.  or  bold  hardiment. 

Or  eucouur  her.  or  me  direct  the  way, 

Do  out.-  or  other  good,  I  you  most  humbly  pray: 

"  So  tnt^  ye  gains  to  yon  fiiU  great  renowme  ] 

Of  all  good  ladies  through  the  worlde  so  wide, 
And  haply  in  her  hart  finde  highest  lowroe 
Of  whom  ye  seeks  to  be  most  magnifidei 
At  least  etemall  meede  shall  jon  abide." 
To  whom  tlie  prinoe ;  "Pwarie,  comfort  to  thee  take; 
^or,  till  thoB  tidings  leanw  what  her  betide, 

Ibav  KTOw  thee  never  to  fonaket 

iV  irasna  iM  MUM*,  that  I^a,thaauwttx^a^Hft«£u^ 
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So  with  ike  dwarfe  he  back  retoiim'd  againe,  12 

To  seeke  his  lady,  where  he  mote  her  finde ; 

But  l^  the  wa^  ne  greatly  gan  ooxnplaine 

The  want  of  hia  good  squire  late  left  behinde. 

For  whom  he  wondrous  i^nsire  grew  in  minde, 

For  doubt  of  daunger  wmch  mote  him  betide ; 

For  him  he  loyed  aboYe  all  mankinde. 

Having  him  trew  and  faithfull  ever  tride. 

And  bold,  as  ever  squyre  that  waited  by  kni^ts  side : 

Who  all  this  while  full  hardlr  was  assayd  13 

Of  deadly  daunger  which  to  him  betidd : 

For,  whiles  his  brdpursewd  that nqUe majyd, 

ASef  that  f o^gJS  wie  hg"  fl&rj^  ncB '  ^ 

To  bene  ayengedorEheiEame  ne'^Cd 

To  that  faire  damzell :  him  he  chaoed  long 

Through  the  thicke  woods  wherein  he  would  havB  hid 

His  shamefull  head  from  his  ayeng[ement  strong. 

And  ofb  him  threatned  death  for  ms  outrageous  wrong. 

Nathelesse  the  yillein  sped  himselfe  so  well,  14 

Whether  through  ewifbnesse  of  his  epeedie  beast» 

Or  knowledge  of  those  woods  where  he  did  dweUi 

That  shortly  he  from  daunger  was  releast, 

And  put  of  fiight  escaped  at  the  least ; 

Yet  noFescaped  from  the  dew  reward 

Of  his  bad  deedes,  which  daily  he  increast, 

Ne  ceased  not,  till  him  oppressed  hard 

The  heayie  plague  that  for  such  leachours  is  prepaid. 

For,  soone  as  he  was  yanisht  out  of  sight,  15 

His  coward  courage  gan  emboldned  bee. 

And  cast  t'avenge  liim  of  that  fowle  despight 

Which  he  had  borne  of  his  bold  enimee : 

Tho_tohw_bi^hr^njcamae;^(for  they  were  three 

UnffraHouscHnSen  of  one  gracelesse  syre,!" 

And  unto  them  complayned  now  that  he 

Had  used  beene  of  mat  fool-hardie  squyre : 

So  th^mjsiA.Mttifir..worda  ha  stird  to  blnndipi  yra. 

Forthwith  themselyes  with  their  sad  instruments  16 

Of  spoyle  and  murder  they  gan  arme  byliye. 
And  with  him  foorth  into  the  forrest  went 
To  wreake  the  wrath,  which  he  did  earst  re?iye^ 
In  there  steme  brests,  on  him  which  late  did  drive 
Their  brother  to  reproch  and  shamefull  flight: 
For  they  had  yow'a  that  never  he  alive 
Out  of  that  forest  Bbonld  escape  their  mi^t ; 
Vile  rancour  their  rade  hartB  nad  fild  wnk  VQudb.  d«8S^dB&r 
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Wiltiin  thnt  wood  there  iras  acovert  glade, 

Foreby  a  narrow  ftwrd.  to  tiiein  well  liiidaiie, 

TIin)ut;h  wbioh  it  was  UDeatli  for  wight  to  wade ; 

And  now  by  fortune  it  was  overflowiie : 

Bv  that  same  way  they  knew  that  tuguyre  unkuownCr 

Mole  fllgates  paas0 ;  furlhy  ihrmselvL-s  lliey  set 

There  in  swait  with  tbirlic  noodo  oTpreTOwntf, 

And  all  the  while  their  malice  they  did  wbet 

With  oniell  threats  his  paua^  through  the  ford  to  let. 

It  fortuned,  as  they  derieed  had, 

The-^ptle  Bcnyte  came  rjdiofi  that  name  iraj, 
TTnweeliiiir  of  their  wile  and  treason  bad. 
And  tbrouch  the  ford  to  passen  did  afsaj; 
But  thai  fuTre  footer,  whieb  late  fled  away, 
Stoutly  faortb  stepping  on  the  further  shore. 
Him  boldly  bad  bis  iiansnge  there  to  stay. 
Till  he  bail  made  amends,  and  full  restore 
For  all  the  damage  which  he  had  him  doen  afore. 


dart  he  threw 


^th  that,  at  him  a  qniT-'ring 

"With  80  fell  forw,  aSrVmemd 

That  through  his  haberieoa  ilie  forkeliead  flew, 

And  through  the  hnked  maTles  empierced  quite. 

But  had  no  powre  in  hia  Bofl  flesh  to  bite : 

That  stroke  the  hardy  squire  did  Bore  displeaac, 

But  more  that  him  he  could  not  come  to  smite; 

For  by  no  meanes  the  high  banke  be  could  sease. 

But  laboor'd  long  in  that  deepe  ford  with  raine  disease. 

And  atill  the  foater  with  hi*  Ions  bore-speare  2) 

Him  kept  from  landing  at  his  uisbed  will: 

Anone  one  sent  out  of  the  thicket  neara 

A^n^ieWtjjMded  with  detid];oll,  i 

jtScnetG53jnU  an  nnlucty  qunT; 

The  wicEed  Steele  ■tiiya'norfill  iFdid  light 

LJyaJefLlihigh.  and  deepely  did  it  thrill : 

Exceeding  Kriefe  that  wouoa  in  him  empight, 

But  more  tut  with  hia  foea  he  could  not  oome  to  GghL 

At  last,  Ummf^  wrath  and  vengeaance,  ""HKg  way       2 

He  on  the  bancke  anrved  with  mickle  paynei 

Where  the  third  brother  him  did  sore  assay. 

And  droTe  at  him  with  all  his  his  might  and  mayne 

A  forett-bill,  which  both  his  hands  did  strayne ; 

But  warily  lie  did  avoide  the  blow, 

And  with  his  ipeare  requited  him  agayne, 

nwt  both  his  sidea  were  thrilled  wilL  the  throw, 

And  k  luge  ataMme  of  blond  out  of  the  wound  did  flow. 
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He,  tofmbling  downcL  with  gnasbing  teeth  did  Ute  23 

The  bitter  earth,  and  bad  to  leU  him  in 

Into  the  balefolle  house  of  endiesse  night, 

Where  wicked  ghoets  doe  waile  their  former  tin. 

Tho  gan  the  battaile  freahly  to  beffin ; 

For  nathemore  for  that  specticle  bad 

Did  th'  other  two  their  cruell  veni^aimoe  blin. 

But  both  attonoe  on  both  aides  him  beeiad. 

And  load  npon  him  Uvd,  \ub  life  for  to  hare  had. 

Tho  when  that  yillarn  he  aviz'd,  which  late  23 

Affrighted  had  the  fairest  florimell. 

Full  of  fiers  hiy  and  indignant  hate 

To  him  he  tamed,  and  wiUi  rigor  fell 

Smote  him  so  mdely  on  the  pannikell. 

That  to  the  chin  lie  clefte  his  head^  twaipe : 

Dowu<^  6h  the  ffroond  his  iaurlfas  grove^g  fell; 

His  sinfbll  sowie  with  desperate  msdaine 

Got  of  her  fleshly  ferme  ned  to  the  place  of  paine. 

That  seeing,  now  the  only  last  of  three  21 

Who  with  that  wicked  shafle  him  wounded  had, 

Tremblinff  with  horror,  (as  that  did  foresee 

The  fearefull  end  of  his  avengement  sad. 

Through  which  he  follow  should  his  brethren  bad,) 

His  bootelesse  bow  in  feeble  hand  upcaught, 

And  therewith  shott  an  arrow  at  the  lad; 

Which  fayntly  fluttring  scarce  his  helmet  raught, 

And  glauncing  fel  to  ground,  but  him  annoyed  naught. 

With  that,  he  would  have  fled  into  the  wood;  25 

But  ^^mia£,hisUigbtlj^.oveEhcnt, 

Bight  as  he  entring  was  into  the  flood. 

And  strooke  at  him  with  force  so  violent, 

That  headlfsse  him  into  the  foord  he  sent; 

The  carcas  with  the  streamc  was  carried  downe, 

But  th*head  fell  backeward  on  the  continent; 

So  mischief  fel  upon  the  meaners  crowne:  [nowne: 

They  three  be  d^d  witii  shame;  the  squire  lires  with  re* 

/He  lives,  but  takes  small  ioy  of  his  renowne;  26 

I  For  of  that  cruell  wound  he  bled  so  sore, 
Vrhat  from  his  steed  he  fell  in  deadly  swowne; 

Yet  still  the  blood  forth  gusht  in  so  great  store 

That  he  lay  wallowed  all  in  his  owne  gore. 

Now  God  thee  keepe !  thou  gentlest  squire  alive, 

Els  shall  thv  loving  lord  thee  see  no  more; 

But  both  of  comfort  h*m  thou  shalt  deprive. 

And  eke  thyselfe  of  honor  which  thou  didat  atchiTe* 


Prcridenee  herecly  paeseth  linng  thought. 
And  doth  for  wrelcbed  mena  rehefe  make  w»y: 
For  loe !  great  grace  or  fortune  thether  brought 
Comfort  to  him  that  comfort! else  non  la;. 
In  those  same  woods  ye  well  remember  may 
Bow  that  B  noble  hunteresse  did  wiaoe, 
Shee.  thai  "base  Brag^doehib  d  d  affray, 
And  made  him  fuai  out  of  ibe  forest  ronnei 
_Be1phiEbe  waa  her  nuae,  a«  faire  aa  Phcebui  aonse. 

8hee  on  a  day.  as  shee  pursewd  the  ehaco 
Of  Bome  trilde  benat.  which  with  her  arrowes  keens 
She  wounded  had,  the  same  along  did  tmc« 
By  tract  of  blood,  which  eho  had  freshly  sevae 
Tm  have  be^prineklcd  all  the  grassy  gre^ofj 
By  the  great  pursue  which  she  there  peiveav'd 
Wd!  hoped  fhce  the  beaat  engor'd  had  beene. 
And  made  more  baste  th.*  life  to  have  bereai'd: 
But  all!  bcr  CT|iectalon  greatly  was  deceiv'd. 

ShorUr  (iieoBUftwher^Hatworfoll  tqai^e 
With  blood  deformeSTay  in  deadly  swownd; 
In  whose  faire  eye^i,  like  lamps  of  quenched  fire 
The  cbristall  humor  atood  ooneealed  rownd; 
His  locka,  Uke  faded  leaves  fallen  to  Krownd, 
Knotted  with  blood  in  bounchea  mdeir  ran ; 
And  his  sweete  lips,  on  which  be'ore  tnat  stowsd 
The  bud  of  yonth  to  bloMome  faiie  began, 
Spoild  of  their  roay  red  were  woieu  piJe  and  wsn. 

Snr  never  living  me  more  heavy  sight. 
That  could  have  made  a  rocke  of  atone  to  rew. 
Or  rive  in  twaine :  which  when  that  lady  bright. 
Besides  all  hope,  with  melting  eies  did  vew. 
All  snddeinly  abaaht  shee  cbkanged  hew. 
And  with  steme  horror  backward  gan  to  start: 
Batjrhes  jbe_better  him  beiteld,  ahee  grew 
Fnllofaoft  paaaitm  and  nnwoaj^d  smart : 
Ttw~pom{  of  pT%  peroed  llkrtmgji  tdr  tender  hart. 

IfeeUy  shee  bowed  downe,  tn  weete  if  life 
Tett  in  his  frozen  memben  did  remaine; 
And,  feeling  by  bis  polsee  beatina  rife 
"nul  the  weake  sowle  her  seat  did  yett  retaine, 
Shee  cast  to  comfort  him  with  buy  pune  ■. 
Bis  double-ibkied  neoke  she  reaid  imright. 
And  rubd  hiii  taofim  and  each  trembling  vaine; 
His  mayled  hsbeneon  ihe  did  undj^it. 
And  from  ki>  head  bia  hMvy  boigwet  dkl  light 
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lato  iiie  ▼oods  tlienoeforth  in  haste  shee  went,  82 

To  iH^^  %  Itfftrka  thftli  ir^^  ^im  TfimHrt 
Jra  anee  of  herbeB  had  great  intondiment, 
/rTang^t  of  the  nymphe  which  from  her  in&nogr 
V  Her  Douioed  had  in  trew  nobility: 

There^  whethev  yt  divino  tobaooo  were, 

Or  panachsa,  or  polygony, 

She  fownd,  and  bron^t  it  to  her  niMient  deare, 

Who  al  this  while  lay  blading  oat  nis  hart-blood  neare. 

The  8oreraine  weede  betwixt  two  marblee  plaine  33 

Shee  pownded  small,  and  did  in  peeoes  broae; 

And  then  atweene  her  Hlly  handea  twaine 

Into  his  wound  the  juice  thereof  did  Bcnue; 

And  roond  about,  as  she  could  well  it  uze, 

T%e  flesh  therewith  she  suppled  and  Hid  steepe, 

T*  abate  all  spasme  and  soke  the  swelling  bruae; 

And,  after  haying  searcht  the  intuse  deepe. 

She  with  her  scarf  did  bind  the  wound,  m>m  cold  to  keepe. 

1^ this  hehai  sweet  life  recur'd  aga^e,  34 

Aiid,  grdmng  Inly  deepe,  at  last  his'eies, 
His  watry  eies  drizHng  like  deawy  rayne, 
He  up  gan  lifte  towara  the  azure  skies, 
From  whence  descend  all  hopelesse  remedies ; 
Therewith  he  sigh'd;  and,  turning  him  aside. 
The  goodly  maide  full  of  divinities 
And  gifts  of  heavenly  grace  he  by  him  spide, 
-  Her  bow  and  gilden  quiver  lying  him  beside. 

"Mercy!  deare  Lord,"  said  he,  "what  grace  is  this         35 

That  thou  hast  shewed  to  me  sinAill  wi^ht, 

To  send  thine  angell  from  her  bowre  of  blis 

To  comfort  me  in  my  distressed  plight ! 

AngelLjorj^oddeBse  doe  I  call  thee^right  P 

what  servfee  may"Tdoelintiy  tKee  mSefe, 

That  hast  from  darkenes  me  retumd  to  liisrht. 

And  with  ihy  hevenly  salves  and  me  I'cifies  sweete  ^ 

Hast  drest  my  sinfuU  wouuds !  I  kisse  I  thy  bles:*ed  fecte. 

Thereat  she  blushing  said ;  "Ah!  gen  le  squire,  36 

Nor  goddesse  I,  nor  angell ;  butAgjaayd 

And  rtanghter  of^  wpod>~Jxy»phe,  d^ire^ 

No  service  but  thy  safety  and  ayd; 

Which  if  thou  ^me,  I  snal  be  weU  apayd. 

Wee  mortall  wights,  whose  lives  and  fortunes  bee 

To  common  accidents  stU  open  layd. 

Are  bownd  with  commun  bond  of  fraJQtee, 

To  snooor  wretehed  wights  whom  we  captived  see/* 
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d  tmdntaken  after  her,  atwyy'A, 

is  did  Bdpbcebe,  in  the  Uoodb'  |taM, 

Lnd  therebf  deemd  the  beast  bed  beoi  dqrir'd 

)flife,  whtnnUte  their  ladieeuoirTTT'd: 

i'orthr  the  bloody  tmct  tb«r  fbUowd  fiwt,     . 

Litd  ereoy  one  to  roime  the  nrifteat  ■tajT'd  t 

lot  two  ofjltem  the  rest  fkr  oveniwt, 

Lnd  wESn'SSfr  l&df  WM  uriTed  at  the  hwL 

There  when  lliey  saw  (hat  goodly  boy  with  blood  9 

!)efow)ed,  and  their  kdj  dresse  his  wownd. 
Tiey  wondred  much ;  and  shortly  understood 
low  liim  in  deadly  cace  their  lady  fownd, 
lnd  reskewcd  out  of  tlie  heary  stownd. 
■^(Iboodcs  hiB  n'arlike  courser,  which  was  strayd 
■"arre  in  the  wood  s  whiles  that  he  lav  in  Bwownd. 
Ihflmade  those  damecli  search;  which  being  stayd. 
They  did  huii  set  thereon,  aad  fortli  with  them  oouvajd. 

iitft4faat£)EBi^  fBrre  they  thaooe  him  led  81 

ffhere  WW  th^y  [jw^llinp:  in  a  pleaaant  gjade 

Viih  moimtauiea  rownd  about  environed 

Lnd  mifthtie  woodes,  which  did  the  valley  shade, 

Lnd  like  a  stately  theatre  it  made 

Ipreading  itselfe  into  a  epatiooB  ptaine ; 

kjid  m  the  midst  a  little  river  plaide 

CmongBt  the  pumy^sloneB.' which  seemed  to  plaine 

Vith  gentle  murmurc  that  his  course  tbey  diJ  restraine. 

Jeside  the  same  a  rfainty  iilaee  there  lay,  4t 

Ian  ted  with  mirtle  trees  and  laurella  ftreene, 

n  wbioh  the  birds  song  many  a  lovely  lay 

>f  Gods  high  praifie,  and  of  th  ir  loves  sweet  teene, 

La  it  an  earthly  paradize  had  beene: 

a  whose  i  ncloeed  shadow  there  was  pight 

L  fiure  pavihon,  scarcely  to  be  seene, 

[he  which  waa  al  within  meet  richly  dieht, 

?hat  greatest  princes  hving  it  mote  well  delight. 

nielher  they  bronebt  that  wonnded  squjre,  and  layd      4 

h  easie  conch  his  feeble  hmbes  to  rest. 

le  rested  him  awhile ;  and  then  the  mayd 

lii  readie  woond  with  better  salves  new  diesti 

>ai]y  she  dressed  him,  and  did  the  best, 

£■  grievoos  bnrt  to  Knarish,  that  she  might: 

rhat  shortty  she  Ms  dolour  hath  redrest. 

Ud  his  toale  sore  reduced  to  fair.'  pliffht ; 

iMherBducod,  bnt  himaelfe  destioyea  qnighL 
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/O  foolish  phjsick,  and  anfroitfall  paine,  42 

V  That  heales  up  one,  and  makes  another  wound! 
She  his  hurt  tnigh  to  him  recurd  a^aine, 
Bat  hurt  his  hart,  the  which  before  was  sound. 
Through  an  unwary  dart  which  did  rebownd 
From  her  faire  e^res  and  gratious  countenaunoe. 
What  bootes  it  mm  from  death  to  be  unbownd. 
To  be  captired  in  endive  duradnoe 
Of  sorrow  and  despeyre  without  aleggeaunoe  1 

Still  as  his  wound  did  gather,  and  ffrow  hole,  43 

So  still  his  hart  woze  sore,  and  health  decajrd: 

MadnjQB8e.tQLJA£&  Ajiart,  j»iid.lQaeih&  Khole  1 

SEnTwhenasne behdd the  heavenly  mayd, 

Whiles  duly  pl8|Vsters  to  his  wownd  she  layd. 

So  still  his  malady  the  more  increast. 

The  whiles  her  matchlesse  beautie  him  dismayd. 

Ah  Grod !  what  other  could  he  do  at  least. 

But  lore  so  fayre  a  lady  that  his  life  releastl 

Lonff  while  he  strove  in  his  corageous  brest  <li 

With  reason  dew  the  passion  to  subdew. 

And  love  for  to  dislodge  out  of  his  nest : 

Still  when  her  excellencies  he  did  vew. 

Her  Boveraine  bountie  and  celestiall  hew. 

The  same  to  love  he  strongly  was  constraynd: 

But,  when  his  meane  estate  he  did  revew. 

He  from  such  hardy  boldnesse  was  restravnd. 

And  of  his  lucklesse  lott  and  cruell  love  thus  playnd : 

"  Unthankful!  wretch,"  said  he,  "  is  this  the  meed,  45 

With  which  her  soverain  mercy  thou  doest  quightP 

Thy  life  she  saved  by  her  gratious  deed ; 

But  thou  doest  weene  with  villeinous  despight 

To  blott  her  honour  and  her  heavenly  light : 

Dye;  rather  dye  then  so  disloyally 

Deeme  of  her  nigh  desert,  or  seeme  so  light : 

Fayre  death  it  is,  to  shonne  more  shame,  to  dy : 

Dye;  rather  dye  than  ever  love  disloyally. 

**But  if,  to  love,  disloyalty  it  bee,  46 

Shall  I  then  hate  her  that  from  deathes  dore 

Me  brought?  ah !  farre  be  such  reproach  fro  mee I 

What  can  I  lesse  doe  then  her  love  theref6re, 

Sith  I  her  dew  reward  cannot  restore  P 

Dye ;  rather  dye,  and  dyeing  doe  her  serve; 

Dvin^  her  serve,  and  living  ner  adore ; 

Thy  life  she  mve,  thy  life  she  doth  deserve: 

Dye;  rather  dye  then  ever  from  her  serrioe  iwv 


•  J 
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Bnt,  roolish  boy,  what  booths  thy  eerviw  baoe 
Jo  her,  to  whom  the  heaTeas  doe  sorvc  nnd  seiv  P 
Thou,  s  iDi'sne  squyre,  of  tnpeke  and  lowly  pkce; 
She,  hevcnly  borjie  and  of  pelestinll  hew. 
How  then  ?  of  all  Iov<?  tnketh  ogiiall  yew : 
And  doth  not  hiRhest  God  voucisafe  to  talte 
The  love  and  neiriee  of  the  basest  crew  P 
If  she  will  nut  -,  dyo  meekly  for  her  nake ; 
Dye !  ratber  dye  tien  ercr  so  faire  lore  forsake  I" 

Tbns  warreid  he  long  time  against  his  will  i 
Till  that  through  we&knMB  he  was  forst  at  last 
To  yield  himselfe  unta  the  mightio  ill, 
Which,  as  o  rictonr  proud,  gan  ransack  fast 
His  inward  partes  and  all  his  entrsvlea  wast. 
That  neither  blood  in  face  nor  life  in  halt 
It  left,  but  both  did  ijiiite  iije  up  and  blast  j 
As  percinp  levin,  which  the  mniT.psrt 
Of  every  tliiiifr  consumes  and  calcineth  by  art. 

Which  seeing  fayre  Belpbcebe  gan  to  feare. 
Least  that  hia  wound  were  inly  well  not  heald. 
Or  thAt  the  wicked  sttele  empoysned  were  : 
litle  ahee  weeod  that  kve  he  close  conwaled. 
1^  atin  he  vristedr  as  the  snow  congeald  ~ 
"When  the  brisht  sunne  his  beams  thereon  doth  beat: 
Yet  never  he  his  hart  to  her  reveald ; 
Bnt  rather  chose  to  dye  for  sorow  great 
,   Then  with  dishonorable  termea  her  to  entreat. 

She,  gracions  lady,  yet  no  paines  did  spare 
To  doe  him  ease,  or  doe  him  remedy: 
Many  restoratives  of  vertues  rare 
And  costly  cordialles  she  did  apply. 
To  mitigate  his  stubbome  malady: 
But  that  sweet  cordiall,  which  can  restore 
A  love-sick  hart,  she  did  to  him  envy; 

" »ld; 

n  secret  store. 

niat  daintie  tob< 

More  desre  then 

Tie  giriond  of  her  hononr  did  adome : 

If e  snffi^d  she  the  middayes  scorehing  powre, 

He  the  sharp  northeme  wind  thereon  U>  showre ; 

Bnt  lapped  up  her  silken  leaves  most  ehajre, 

Whenao  the  iroward  skye  began  to  lowre ; 

But,  aoone  as  calmed  was  the  cristall  a^, 

Sbe  diiit  G^re  diapred  and  let  to  flonsh  fayre. 
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Etemall  God,  in  hu  almk^tie  powre,  62 

To  make  ensample  of  his  nearenljr  grace, 

Inparadiae  whylome  did  plant  tnis  flowre ; 

Whence  he  it  fetcht  oat  other  natire  place. 

And  did  in  stocke  of  earthly  flesh  enrace, 

That  mortall  men  her  glorr  should  admyre. 

In  gentle  ladies  breste  and  boonteoos  race 

Of  woman-kind  it  fasnrest  flowre  doth  spyre. 

And  beareth  firuit  ofhonour  and  all  chut  desyie. 

Farre  ympes  of  beantie,  whose  bri^t  shining  beames      53 

Adome  the  world  with  hke  to  heavenly  light. 

And  to  yonr  willes  both  royalties  and  reames 

Snbdew,  through  conquest  of  your  wondroos  might; 

With  tins  £Ekyre  flowre  your  goodly  girlonds  dight 

Of  chastity  and  vertue  yirginall. 

That  shall  embellish  more  j^our  beautie  bright, 

And  crowne  your  heades  with  heavenly  coronall, 

Such  as  the  angels  weare  before  God's  tribunall ! 

/  To  youre  faire  selves  a  faire  ensample  frame  54 

/    Of  this  faire  virgin,  this  BelphcBbe  fajrre ; 
To  whom,  in  perfect  love  ana  spotless  fame 

\    Of  chastitie,  none  livinp  may  compayre 
Ne  poysnous  envy  iustfv  can  empayre 
The  prayse  of  her  fresh-flo wring  maydenhead; 
Fortny  she  standeth  on  the  highest  stayre 
Of  th'  honourable  stace  of  womanhead, 
That  ladies  all  may  follow  her  ensample  dead. 

/La.  BO  great  prayse  of  stedfast  uAaotity  55 

/  Nathlesse  she  was  so  cQucteouaand.k£Xulc, 

/  Tempred  with  grace  and  goodly  modesty, 

1  That  seemed  those  two  vertues  strove  to  fynd 

\The  higher  place  in  her  heroick  mjmd : 
Bo  striving  each  did  other  more  augment, 
And  both  encreast  the  prayse  of  womanl^rnd 
And  both  encreast  her  beautie  excellent : 
So  all  did  make  in  her  a  perfect  complement. 


CANTO  VI. 

Th«  URh  of  Tk^  licIpliiTlK  iDd 


WsLL  niB7  T  weeae.  faire  ladies,  all  this  while 

Ye  wonder  how  this  noble  damoiell 

So  gnat  perfections  did  in  her  compile, 

Sith  that  in  salva^  foreslA  flho  did  dwell, 

So  farre  trom  court  and  rojaJ  citadell, 

^e  great  ^ehoolnmiBtressc  of  all  coorteer: 

Seemeth  lliut  atich  wilde  woodes  ahculd  far  oxpell 

All  drile  luuge  uod  ^niilit^r. 

And  gentlo  sprite  detormc  with  rude  ruslii.'ity. 

Bat  to  thiB  faire  Belpbcebe  in  her  berth 
The  herena  ao  farourable  were  and  free. 
Looking  with  mjld  up^t  upon  the  earth 
In  th'  horoscope  of  her  uativitee. 
That  all  the  gids  of  rtbco  and  chaatitee 
On  her  they  poured  forth  of  plentwtus  horne: 
loTe  iaoght  on  VeooB  from  his  aoverajne  see. 
And  Phosbiia  with  faire  beamea  did  her  adome. 
And  all  the  graces  rockt  her  cradle  being  borne. 

Her  berth  was  of  the  wombe  of  morning  dew, 


Rire  and  unspotted  from  all  loathlj  crime 
'      ^at'iB  in^nerate  in  fleslJv  slime. 

So  irai  tim  Tiri^  t)orne.  bo  was  she  bred ; 
So  was  ihe  trafned  up  fi\)m  time  to  time 
In  all  chaste  vertae  and  true  bountihed. 
Till  to  her  dew  perfection  she  were  ripened. 

Hn  mother  was  the  fure  C^rrsogonee, 
The  daughter  of  Amphiaa^  who  by  MCe 
A  Faerie  was,  ybome  of  high  dearee : 
She  bore  Belphmbe ;  ahe  bore  in  like  cace 
Fiyre  Amoretta  in  the  second  place; 
,  These  Srd  Wdfi  twinnes,  and  twiit  them  two  did  eliar 
^X    ^le  heritage  of  all  celestiall  grace; 

Hat  an  the  real  it  aeemd  th^  .robbed  bare 
CfitmatXi  J^  '4  b^*^^  '"^  *^  Tertuea  rare. 
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It  were  a  goodly  stone  to  declare  6 


ne 
ebaro 


In  this  wiHe  forrest  wandring  all  alone, 
Afler  she  had  nine  moneths  tulfild  and  gone: 
For  not  as  other  wemens  commune  brood 
Thej  were  enwombed  m  tiie  sacred  throne 
Of  her  chaste  bodie;  nor  with  commane  food. 
As  other  wemens  babes,  they  sucked  vitall  blood: 

But  wondrously  they  were  begot  and  bred  6 

Through  influence  of  th*  herens  fruitfull  ray. 

As  it  in  antique  bookes  is  mentioned. 

ItjuajiiiQii  A  floira«»-«hii^^ 

When  Titian  faire  his  beames  did  display. 

In  a  fresh  fountaiae*  far  from  all  mens  vew, 

Bhe^bgmd^bfi£bc^  ^^®  boylin^  heat  t*  allay; 

She  "Bath* d  witn  roses  red  and  violets  blew, 

And  all  the  sweetest  flowers  that  in  the  forrest  grew. 

Till  faint  through  yrkesome  werines  adowne  7 

Upon  the  grassy  ground  herselfe  she  la^d 
^Tajaleejie,  the  whiles  a  genfle  slumbring  swowne 
Upon  her  fell  all  naked  bare  displayd : 

" T^hfi ff'^"*^^'^m*"pbrig^*^ "po^  b*^'' bod^Lplayd, 

Bein^  throughTorjQae£.baUimg  mollinde, 
And"  piefift  mtb^er  wombe ;  where  they  embayd 
With  so  sweet  sence  and  secret  powre  unspide, 
That  in  her  pregnant  flesh  they  shortly  fructifide. 

Miraculous  may  seeme  to  him  that  reades  8 

So  straunge  ensample  of  conception ; 

But  reason  teachetn  that  the  fruitfuU  seades 

Of  all  things  living,  through  impression 

Of  the  sunbeames  in  moyst  complexion, 

Doe  life  conceive  and  quickned  are  by  kynd: 

So,  after  Nilus  inundation, 

Infinite  shapes  of  creatures  men  doe  fynd 

Informed  in  the  mud  on  which  the  sunne  hath  shynd. 

Great  father  he  of  generation  9 

Is  rightly  cald,  th'  authour  of  life  and  light; 

And  nis  faire  sister  for  creation 

Miniptreth  matter  fit,  which,  tempred  ri^ht 

With  heate  and  humour,  breedes  the  living  wight. 

So  sprong  these  twinnes  in  womb  of  Chrjrsogone ; 

Yet  wist  she  nought  thereof,  but  sore  affirignt 

Wondred  to  see  her  belly  so  upblone. 

Which  still  increast  till  she  her  terme  had  foil  out^u<(* 
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'Whereof  conceiving  shame  and  fonle  disgnee^  10 

Albe  her  guiltlesse  oonacienoe  her  deard. 

She  fled  into  the  wildemeaBe  a  apace, 

Till  that  unweeldj  burden  ahe  had  reard. 

And  ahund  dishonor  idiich  as  death  ahe  teard: 

Where,  wearie  of  long  traveill,  downe  to  rest 

Heraelfe  she  set,  and  comfortably  eheard ; 

Qliere  a  aad  cloud  of  alee^  her  orerkeat, 

And  Bcdaed  every  aenoe  with  aorrow  aore  oppreat. 

;   It  fortoned,  faire  Yflnna  having  loat  11 

V  Herlittlesonne,  the  winged  gcii  of  love. 

Who  for  some  light  di^^Ieaaure,  which  him  croat^ 

Waa  firom  her  fled  aa  flit  aa  ^jfexj  dove, 

And  left  her  blisfnll  bowre  or  ioy  above ; 

^  firom  her  often  he  had  fled  away. 

When  she  for  ought  him  shaipely  did  reprove, 

And  wandred  in  me  worid  in  straunge  aray. 

Diaguia'd  in  thousand  shapes,  that  none  might  him  bewray ;} 

Him  for  to  aeeke,  she  left  her  heavenly  hous,  12 

The  house  of  goodly  formes  and  faire  asp^ts, 

Whence  all  the  world  derives  the  glorious 

Features  of  beautie  and  all  shapes  select. 

With  which  high  God  his  workmanship  hath  deckt; 

And  searched  everie  way  through  which  his  wings 

Mad  borne  him,  or  his  tract  she  mote  detect : 

She  pronust  kisses  sweet,  and  sweeter  tbin^, 

Unto  the  man  that  of  him  tydings  to  her  brings. 

First  she  him  sought  in  court ;  where  most  he  us'd  13 

Whylome  to  haunt,  but  there  she  found  him  not ; 

But  many  there,  she  found  which  sore  accus*d 

Hia  falshood,  and  with  fowle  infamous  blot 
Mia  cmell  deedes  and  wicked  wyles  did  spot : 
^'Xadiea  and  lordea  she  every  where  mote  heare 
.  Complayning,  how  with  his  empoysoned  shot 

Their  wofull  harts  he  wounded  had  whyleare, 
'>And  so  had  left  them  languishing  twixt  hope  and  feare. 

She  then  the  cities  aonght  from  gate  to  gate,  14 

And  everie  one  did  aske.  Did  he  him  see  F 
And  everie  one  her  answerd,  that  too  late 
He  had  him  scene,  and  felt  the  crueltee 
Of  his  sharp  dartee  and  whot  artilleree : 
And  every  one  threw  forth  reproches  rife 
'Of  his  mischievous  deedes  and  sayd  that  bee 

f    Wsfi  t^e  djgtnrhfti'  nf  aM  wwill  -K<ft^  

S  lheeiumyofpMfi&.Aiidjntboii£(if  idlBtrife. 
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ihe  abroad  him  soiiffIit>  15 


Where  alib  many  plaintes  to  ner  were  bfoiu^ 
How  he  their  heedeleese  harts  with  love  had  fir'd* 
And  his  false  yenim  through  their  veines  inspired; 
And  eke  the  gentle  shephMrd  swaynes,  whioh  sat 
Keeping  their  Aeecy  flockes  as  they  were  hyr'd» 
She  sweetly  heard  complaine  both  now  and  what 
Her  Sonne  had  to  them  doen;  yet  she  did  smile  thereat. 

Bat,  when  in  none  of  all  these  she  him  got,  IG 

She  gan  avize  where  els  he  mote  him  hyde : 

At  lut  she  her  bethought  that  she  had  not 

Tet  sought  the  salTye  woods  fw^  flnnmp^^fyfit^ 

In  which  full  numy  loVlly  nymphes  abyde ; ' 

Mongst  whom  might  be  that  he  did  doeely  lye^ 

Or  th&t  the  love  of  some  of  them  him  tyde : 

Forihy  she  thether  cast  her  course  t'  ap^, 

Toseardi  the  secret  haunts  of  Dianes  company. 

Shortly  unto  the  wastefall  woods  she  came,  17 

Whereas  she  found  the  goddeege_witi|i  her  crew, 

After  late  chace  of  CE^ir  umbrSwed  game, 

Sitting  beside  a  fountaine  in  a  rew ; 

Some  of  them  washiag  with  the  liquid  dew 

From  off  their  dainty  limbs  the  dusty  sweat 

And  sovle,  which  did  deforme  their  urely  hew, 

OUiers  lay  shaded  from  the  scorching  heat ; 

The  rest  upon  her  person  gave  attendance  great. 

fhe>  haying  hon^  upon  a  bough  on  high  13 

[er  bow  and  painted  quiyer,  nad  unlaste 
Her  silver  buskins  from  her  nimble  thigh, 
And  her  lanck  loynes  ung^irt,  and  brests  unbraste, 
AHer  her  heat  the  breathmg  cold  to  taste ; 
Her  golden  lockes,  that  late  in  tresses  bright 
Embreaded  were  for  hindring  of  her  haste, 
Now  loose  about  her  shoulders  hong  undight. 
And  were  with  sweet  ambrosia  all  TOsprinokled  light 

Soone  as  she  Yenus  saw  behinde  her_backe,  19 

She  was  asham'd  to  be  so  loose  suipnird: 

And  woxe  halfe  wroth  against  her  damaels  slaoke. 

That  had  not  her  thereof  before  aviz'd. 

But  suffred  her  so  carelessly  disguiz*d 

Be  overtaken :  soone  her  garments  loose 

Upgath'ring,  in  her  bosome  she  compria'd 

Well  as  she  might,  and  to  the  goddesse  roiei 

Whiles  all  her  nymphes  did  h&  a  girlond  her  eooloie* 
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Into  tliat  wildi^rnepse  for  lier  iii , 

From  her  SBtvie  bowree  Bod  beds  with  pleasures  fraught: 
That  Buddeiu  ehauug  she  Btraung  sdTenture  tlicnighl. 
To  whom  halfe  neepmg  she  thus  snswefed; 
Thotjilie  liur  deareetjiODDe  Cupido  Bought 
who  in  hie  frowardnesB  from  Eer  *»s  ffi'd ; 
That  she  rcpenttxi  botc  to  bare  him  angered. 

llereat  Diana  gsn  to  smile,  in  ecome  Q 

Of  her  vaiiie  pla.vnt,  and  to  her  acotBng  sayd; 

"  Great  p:ii)'  sure  that  ye  be  ao  forlorne 

Of  your  guy  sonne,  that  gives  you  so  good  ajd 

To  your  (tisporta;  ill  mote  ye  Dene  apHvd!" 

But  aht'  n  as  mure  eogrierea.  and  replioe : 

"Faire  sifter,  ill  bea^mea  it  to  upbrayd 

A  dolei'ull  heart  with  bo  disdftinfull  pride ; 

The  like  that  mine  tna^v  be  your  poiue  another  tide. 

"  Ah  you  in  woods  and  wanton  wildemesee  2S 

Toot  glory  aett  to  chace  the  salvage  beaata ; 

Bo  my  delight  ia  all  In  ioyfuluesae, 

Id  beda,  in  bowres,  in  banckns,  and  in  feaata: 

And  ill  beoomea  you,  with  your  lofty  creaata, 

To  acome  the  ioy  that  love  is  glad  to  seeke : 

We  both  are^bpwnd  to  follow  heavens  beheasta 

And^Sn3  our  chargea  with  obeisaunce  meek  ; 

Spare,  geoQe  aister,  wiih  reproch  my  ptuue  to  eeV«  i 

"  And  t«Il  me  if  that  ye  my  Mime  have  heard  Si 

To  Inrke  emougat  your  nimphes  in  secret  wize. 

Or  keepe  their  cabins ;  much  I  am  affeard 

Leet  he  like  one  of  them  himselfc  disguize. 

And  tnme  hia  arrons  to  their  exercize ; 

80  may  he  long  hiB»selfe_ftill  easie.Mlej 

^r he  is  fajie,  and  &^h  inTace  andgniie 


But  Fhmbe  therewith  sore  was  angered. 

And  sharply  saide ;  "  Goe,  dame ;  goe  aeeke  your  boy. 

Where  yon  him  lately  lefie,  in  Mars  his  bed  ; 

Be-cNDesnotJuBEBi  w«  •ota^Q.faia  foohah  ioy, 

Ke  lontVe  leisure  to  his  idle  toy : 
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Whom  whenas  Yeniu  saw  so  sore  displeaad,  25 

Shee  inly  sory  was,  and  gan  relent 
>Wliat  snee  had  said :  so  ner  shee  soone  appeasd 
f  "Wiih.  Bugred  words  and  gentle  blandishment, 
y  Which  as  a  foontaine  from  her  sweote  lips  went 
\A.nd  welled  sfoodly  forth,  that  in  short  space 
She  was  well  pleasd,  and  forth  her  damzells  sent 
Through  all  the  woods,  to  search  from  place  to  plaoe 
If  any  tract  of  him  or  tidings  they  mote  trace. 

To  search  the  gfod  of  loTe^hernimpJii£;s  she  sent  20 

TlifOUfflidhl  lliil  W&nde'nng  foreStevery  where : 

And  after  them  hcrselfe  eke  with  her  went 

To  seeke  the  fugitive  both  farre  and  nere. 

So  long  they  sought,  tiU  they  arrived  were 
/  In  that  same  shady  covertwhereas  lajy 
♦   'Pali'g  Oiji  iugunti  in  ■lOln'Sry  traunce  whilere ; 

Whoin-ienrtSJgpSTa  wondrous  thing  to  say) 
'.  Unwares  had  borne  two  babes  as  faire  as  sprmging  day. 

Unwares  she  them  conceivd,  unwares  she  bore :  27 

She  bore  withouten  paine,  that  she  conceiv'd 
Withouten  pleasure ;  ne  her  need  implore 
Lucinaes  aide :  which  when  they  both  perceiv'd. 
They  were  through  wonder  nigii  of  sence  berev'd, 
And  gazing  each  on  other  nought  bespake : 
^\t  last  they  both  agreed  her  seeming  griev'd 
/  Out  of  her  heavie  swowne  not  to  awake, 
I    But  from  her  loving  side  the  tender  babes  to  take. 

Up  the^  them  tooke,  each  one  a  babe  uptooke,  23 

And  with  them  carried  to  be  fostered : 

Dame  Phoebe  to  a  nymphe  her  babe  betooke 

To  be  upbrought  in  perfect  maydenhed, 
-»    And,  of  faeraeire,  her  name  By'lphoBber^d ; 

But  Venus  hers  thence  far  away  bonvayd. 

To  be  upbroujrht  in  goodly  womanhed ; 

And,  in  her  little  Loves  stead  which  was  strayd, 
/  Qer^AlQoretta  cald,  to  comfort  her  dismayd. 

She  brought  her  to  her  ioyous  paradize  2D 

Wher  most  she  wonnes,  when  she  on  earth  docs  dwell, 

So  faire  a  place  as  nature  can  devize : 

Wether  in  Paphos,  or  Cytheron  hill, 

Or  it  in  Gnidus  bee,  I  wote  not  well ; 

But  well  I  wote  by  triall,  tliat  this  same 

All  other  pleasaunt  places  doth  excell. 

And  (»lled  is,  by  her  lost  lovers  name, 

The  gardin  of  Adonis,  far  renowmd  by  &me.   v 
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la  tiai  Mine  gardin  nil  thp  cootU.r  ilowrrs. 

Wherewilh  Aame  Nature  doth  her  bcaotitj 

ind  dec\a  the  ffirloodfi  of  her  parsmourcs. 

Arc  fetclit  -.  Ihere  is  the  Snl  eemiaary 

Of  nil  thin^  that  are  borne  tu  live  anil  dye. 

Aecording  to  their  k}nids.     Lcinn  worke  it  were 

Here  to  accouot  the  endlesae  prijge nr 

Of  ftU.  the  "eeda  (WtntTEuia  blm^Ame  tbere ; 

JJut  so  mucli  )ie~3oth  need  musT  nec^r^  eouuCed  ht 

It  gited  vas  \o  fniitfull  wjle  of  old. 
And  girt  in  nith  two  walla  od  either  side : 
The  one  of  yron.  the  otb<T  of  bright  ^Id, 
That  none  iriiKHt  tEorongh  Tireake,  nor  overslride ; 
And  double  ^les  it  hnd  whlrh  opened  wide, 
Bt  whieh  both  in  and  out  men  motCQ  pas  ; 
3%'  one  faire  and  fresh,  the  other  old  and  dride : 
Old  Geniua  the  portct  of  tlieni^iis. 
"QU  Geiuiu,  die  vkioh  a  doi^ls  aaUixe  haa. 

He  lettetli  in,  he  letteth  out  to  wend 

All  that  to  come  into  the  world  deeire : 
A  tbousand  thouaand  naked  babes  att^od 
S^ut  Him  4aj  and  oij^t.  whieli  doe  require 
That  he  with  fleshiy  weeds  would  them  attire; 
Such  as  lilin  list,  aucli  as  eternal!  fate 
Ordained  hath,  he  clothes  with  sinfull  mire. 
And  sendeth  forth  to  live  in  mortal!  state, 
Till  they  af(ayn  rvturae  backe  hj  the  hinder  gate. 


And  grow  afresh,  as  thej  had  n 

Fleefly  corruption  nor  mortail  payue; 

Some  thousand  yeares  so  doen  they  there  remayne. 

And  lien  of  him  are  clad  with  other  hew. 

Or  sent  into  the  chaangefull  world  agayne, 

Till  thether  they  retourne  where  first  tiej  grew: 

SojJiko-aj)-heeIet»rg_wnd  thej  ronne  from  old  tone' 

He  needs  there  gardiner  to  sett  or  sow. 
To  plant  or  prone;  for  of  their  owue  accord 
All  things,  as  they  created  were,  doe  grow. 
And  yet  remember  well  the  mighty  word 
Wliicb  fint  was  spoken  by  th'  Almighty  Lord, 
TliKt  bad  tliem  to  imcreiue  and  multiply: 
Ne  doe  tliev  need,  with  wafer  oTflie  lord 
Or  of  llie  clonds,  to  moysteo  their  roots  dry; 
Por  in  tbanselTeaetemall  moiataie  they  implj. 
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Infinite  shftpes  of  creahizes  Hiere  are  lnred«  33 

And  uncoumformee,  which  none  yet  ever  knewi 

And  erery  sort  is  in  a  sondry  bed 

Sett  by  itselfe,  and  ranckt  in  comely  rew: 

Some  ntt  for  reasonable  sowles  t  'indew ; 

Some  made  for  beasts,  some  made  for  birds  to  weare ; 

And  all  the  fruitfull  spawne  of  fishes  hew 

Tn  endlesse  rancks  along  enrannged  were. 

That  seemd  the  ocean  could  not  oontaine  them  theie. 

/  Daily  they  grow,  and  daily  forth  are  sent  38 

Into  the  world,  it  to  replenish  more ; 

Yet  is  the  stocke  not  lessened  nor  spent» 

But  stiU  remaines  in  everlasting  store    * 
V  As  it  at  first  created  was  of  yore : 

For  in  the  wide  wombe  of  the  world  there  lyes, 

In  hatefull  darknes  and  in  deep  horr6re. 

An  hnar  ntfimsU  ehnns,  whirh  supplyes, 

ie  siibstaunccs  of  natures  fruitfull  progenyes. 

All  things  from,thence.dQe  their  first  being  fetch,  ^        37 

An^orrow  matter  whereof  they  are  made ; 

Which,  whenas  forme  and  feature  it  does  ketch. 

Becomes  a  body,  and  doth  then  invade 

The  state  of  life  out  of  the  grieslj  shade. 

That  substauQce  is  eteme,  and  bideth  so ; 

Ne,  when  the  life  decayes  and  forme  does  fade 

Doth  it  consume  aud  into  nothing  goe, 

But  chaunged  is  and  often  altredto  and  firoe. 

Thp  'FTT^'^y'^i^f  ifl  ni^t  fihanngfi  nnr  altfirH,  38 

But  th'  6ii|y  forme  and  outward  fashion ; 

For  every  substaunce  is  conditiohc^ 

To  chaunffe  her  hew,  and  sondry  formes  to  don. 

Meet  for  her  temper  and  complexion : 

For  formeftare  variable,  and  decaj 

By  cotUTBe  oTklnde  and  by  occasion ; 

And  that  (aire  flowre  of  beautie  fades  away, 

As  doth  the  lilly  fresh  before  the  sunny  ray. 

Gfreat  euimy  to  it,  and  to  all  the  rest  39 

That  in  tUe.^iardin  of  Adonis  springs. 
Is  wit^dj'ini^ ;  who  with  his  scyth  addrest 
Does  mow  the  flowring  hcrbes  and  goodly  things. 
And  all  their  glory  to  the  ground  downe  flings. 
Where  they  do  wither  and  are  fowly  mard: 
He  flyes  about,  and  with  his  flaggv  wings 
Beates  downe  both  leaves  and  buds  witfoat  regard, 
Ne  ever  pitty  may  relent  his  malioe  hard. 

z  2 
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Tet  pitty  often  did  tbc  Eoda  relent. 

To  see  BO  faire  lliinpeg  n>«rd  and  spoiled  qniglit : 

And  tlicicfreal  inotli£r\'£iiiia.ilidJaiiieiit 

The  toBse  oTTier  desre  Drood.  herdeare  delight : 

Her  hart  was  pienit  iritli  pitty  at  tie  siglit, 

Wiien  wa]kine  LlirouRh  the  anrdin  Ihem  she  spyde. 

Yel  Qo'le  slie  find  redresiie  fiir  sufh  despitlit : 

For  all  tliut  liTes  is  aubleet  tt>  that  law: 

All  fTmip^  fi-.»y  In  time,  and  to  their  end  doc  drair- 

/Bnt  irt-r."  it  not  that  Thne  their  troubier  is. 
,'  All  t  :  .i  iTi  this  delight  full  gardin  inwes 
Shoi        I  iipy  bee,  and  have  iinmorlall  blis: 
For        .   -11  plenty  and  all  pleasure  flones; 
And  - .  :■  I''  Love  gentle  6tts  cnioii^t  them  throwes 
Witli-ui  tell  rancor  OT  fond  pealosy: 
FnuLkly  i^arh  parBmonr  his  leman  knowes ; 
Each  bird  his  male ;  ae  any  does  enyj- 
^eir  goodl7  meriment  ana  gsj  felicity. 

Here  is  cpntinuall  spring,  and  harreat  there 
Continuai!.  Imlh  Meeting  at  onp  tsine : 
For  both  the  bouEhes  doe  lauehing  blossoraa  beare, 
And  «ith  fresh  colours  declie  tiie  wanton  prsme, 
And  elie  attonce  the  heavy  trees  they  dyme. 
Which  seeme  to  labour  under  their  fruites  lode : 
The  whiles  the  ioyous  ^ir.dfs  make  their  pastyme 
Eniongst  the  shady  leaves,  their  sweet  abode. 
And  their  trew  loves  without  sospition  tell  abrode. 

Bight  in  the  middest  of  thqt  Paradise 
V  There  stood_a_fitaje]jmnoiint,  on  whose  round  top 
A  gloomX-lirove  of  inirtle  trees  did  rLse, 
Wnoieshady  longhes  sTiarp  ateele  did  never  lop, 
icked  beaatea  their  tender  buds  did  crop. 


And  ID  the  thickest  covert  of  that  ahade  i 

There  wa«_a  j)£asa?t.arber.  not  by  art 

But  of  the  trees  owne  inclination  made, 

'Which  knitting  their  rancke  braunches  part  to  part, 

With  wanton  yvio-twine  eotrayld  athwart. 

And  eglantine  and  caprifole  emong, 

Faahioud  above  within  their  inmost  part. 

Tiiai  nether  Fbcebus  beams  could  through  them  throng 

KoT  Aeolua  aharp  bUst  conld  irorke  them  any  wrong. 
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And  all  about  grew  every  sorte  of  flowre.  45 

To  which  sad  lovers  were  transformde  of  yoroi 

Fresh  H^acinthus,  Phcobiis  paramoore 

And  dearest  "love ; 

foolish  Narcisse,  that  likes  the  watry  shore; 

Sad  AmarsntEtTff,  made  a  flowre  but  late,       j 

Sad  Amanuithiig,  in  whose  purple  gore 

Me  sSSTB^  1  see  Amintas  wretchedfate. 

To  whom  sweet  poets  verse  hath  given  endless  date. 

There  wont  fayre  Venus  often  to  enioy  46 

Her  deare  ^4dfi!JiUB  ioyous  company, 

And  reap  sweet  pleasure  of  the  wanton  hoy: 

There  vet,  some  say,  in  secret  he  does  ly,  -'     ^- 

^pped  in  flowres  and  pretious  spyceir. 

By  her  liid  from  the  world,  and  from  the  skill 

Of  Stvgian  goda,  which  doe  her  love  envy: 

^ut  she  herselfe,  whenever  that  she  vrill, 

Possesseth  him,  and  of  his  sweetnesse  takes  her  fill ; 

And  sooth,  it  seemes,  they  sav ;  for  he  may  not  47 

For  ever  dye,  and  ever  buried  bee 
^  In  balefull  ni^ lit  where  all  tliinges  are  forgot ; 
Allbche  subiecJ;  tomOTtalitie,  '  -^ 

Yet  is  eteme  in  mutabilitie,  \ 

And  bv  succession  made  perpetuaJl, 
Transfonned  ofl,  and  chaunged  diverslie : 
For  him  the  father  of  all  fonnes  they  call; 
Therefore  needs  mote  he  live,  that  living  gives  to  all.     ; 

There  now  he  liveth  in  eternal  blis,  43 

loying  his  goddesse,  and  of  her  enioyd ; 

Ne  fearethne  henceforth  that  foe  of  his. 

Which  with  his  cniell  tuske  him  deadly  cloyd : 

For  that  wild  bore,  the  which  him  once  annoyd. 

She  firmely  hath  eniprisoned  for  ay, 

(That  her  sweet  love  his  malice  mote  avoyd,} 

In  a  strong  rocky  cave,  which  is,  they  say, 

Hewen  underneath  that  mount,  that  none  him  loscn  may. 

There  now  he  lives,  in  everlasting  ioy,  49 

With  many  of  the  gods  in  company 

Which  theihar  haunt,  and  with  the  winged  boy. 

Sporting  himselfe  in  safe  felicity : 

Who  when  he  hath  with  spoiles  and  cruelty 

Hansackt  the  world,  and  in  the  wofull  harts 

Of  many  wretches  set  his  triumphes  hve, 

Thether  resortes,  and,  laying  his  sad  dartes 

Asyde,  with  faire  Adonis  playes  his  wanton  partes. 


And  Ilia  trew  love  faire  Pf yciie  irith  liiia  plsjcs, 
FsLVre  ftj-che  lo  liim  iaiflj  reconcyid, 
Afier  loii^  troubles  tind  unmeet  upbnjes. 
"With  wbicb  his  mother  Venns  her  revyld, 
And  eke  hinuielfe  htt  ernellr  exjrld ; 


Hetlier  grcul  Venus  bronelit  this  iufnnt  fajre 
Theyoungt-r  daugbler  of  OhrysoKonee, 
And  unto  Paj'che  with  grrat  trust  and  care 
Committed  her,  yfwtMpd  io  bw 
A&d  trained  up  in  trew  feminilee; 
"Who  no  Ipssp  carefully  her  tendered 
Then  her  ownf  dBiiglittr  Plfwiuv.  (o  whom  ihf* 
Made  her  twrnjinnion.  and  her  lessoued 
\  In  all  the  hMv  of  love  and  (EoOdty~w"iwnanhcnd. 

■  In  whitJi  when  she  to  perfect  ripeness  grew, 
Of  grace  and  beautie  noble  paragone. 
She  brought  her  forth  into  the  worldi'S  vew, 
Xaiietb'.£iuample  of  true  Iotc  alone, 
Andlocteetarre  of  all  chaste  atTfCtione 
To  all  fayre  ladiea  that  doe  live  on  grownd, 
To  PaciX-COurt  sba.i^me;  where  many  one 
ASnivrcTlier  p;ifMlly  liavii>iir.  and  fownd 
His  Ieeb!e  bart  wide  'Eimehed  with  loves  cmel  wownd. 

But  she  (o  none  of  them  her  love  did  caet. 

Save  to  thencHe^i|Eht_§irScudamore, 

To  whomTieflovingharrsfieTInftfffftSt 

In  faithfiill  love,  t'  abide  for  evermore ; 

And  for  his  dearest  sake  endured  aore, 

Sore  trouble  of  an  hainous  enimy. 

'Who  her  would  forced  have  to  have  forlore 

Her  former  love  and  stedfast  loialty: 

As  ye  may  elsewhere  reade  that  mefiill  history. 

But  well  I  weene  je  first  (tesire  to  learoe 
"What  end  unto  tlat  fearefnll  damozell. 
\Thich  Read  BO  last  irom'that  same  toster  sleame 
Whom  with  his  brethren  Timias  slew,  befell : 
That  was,  to  weet.  the  goodly  Florimell ; 
Who  waodring  for  Vb  seeke  her  lover  de«re, 

HerloTwdeap",  hCTf<»"»»it  "'"^■■", 
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CANTO  vn. 

The  witehet  sonne  low9»  VIoriiiieU  t 

She  fljree;  he  fidnet  to  dy. 
Satrrane  »▼«  thg  8fty|e  ,tf..Ptigee 


LiKB  as  an  hynd  forth  singled  from  die  heard* 
That  hath  escaped  from  a  ravenous  beast. 
Yet  flyes  away  of  her  owne  feete  afeard ; 
And  every  leafe,  that  shaketh  with  the  least 
Murmure  of  winde,  her  terror  hath  enoreast : 

__     Eloriraell 

LQn|_ 

le  saw, 'and  each  nqyse  she  did  heare. 
Did  seeme  to  be  the  same  which  she  esoi^t  whileare. 

AU  that  same  evening  she  in  flying  spent, 
And  all  that  ni^ht  her  coarse  contmewed : 
Ne  did  she  let  dull  sleepe  once  to  relent 
Nor  wearinesse  to  slack  her  hast,  but  fled 
Ever  alike,  as  if  her  former  dred 
Were  hard  behind,  her  ready  to  arrest : 
And  her  wliite.  pal^y,  having  conquered 
The  maistring  raines  out  of  her  weary  wrest. 
Perforce  her  carried  where  ever  he  thought  best. 

So  long  as  breath  and  hable  puissaunce 

Did  native  corage  unto  him  supply. 

His  pace  he  freshly  forward  didadvaunce. 

And  carried  her  beyond  all  ieopardy ; 

But  noup^ht  that  wanteth  rest  can  long  aby : 

He,  havuig  through  incessant  trayeilLspent 

Higjprce,  at  last  perforce  adowne  did  ly, 

Ne  loot'cbiild  further  inove :  the  lady  gent 

Thereat  was  suddein  strook  with  great  astonishment ; 

And,  forst  t*  alight,  on  foot  mote  algates  fare 

A  traveiler  unwonted  to  such  way ; 

Need  teacheth  her  this  lesson  hard  and  rare, 

27iat  Fortune  all  in  equall  launce  doih  noay^ 

And  martall  miseries  doth  make  her  play. 

80  long  she  traveiJd,  till  at  length  she  came 

To  an  hilles  side,  which  did  to  her  bewray 

A  lltKlvane^Ubiect  to  the  same, 

All  coveHwita  thick  woodes  that  quite  it  orercame. 


SerkJDg  alofl  iiDrollFd  to  Ibc  skj 

'Which  chetu-efull  aiane  did  send  unto  her  usht 

'Tbat  ill  the  samp  dia  woone  some  living  wight. 

£naooQea  hfr  Ble^g  she  thereunto  applird, 

Jnd  little  at  Inst  in  weary  wretched  uligJit 

TJnlo  die  pkce,  to  whidi  her  hopp  did  piyde 

To  finde  eomc  refu^  thi?re,  and  rest  her  wcurie  tjdi. 

TbeTf  in  a  Kloomf  hollow  g:\ea  she  fou&d 
A  little  COttaji-e,  built  of  stickes  and  reedes 
In  honiclj  trite,  and  italil  with  soda  arouud ; 

fe1S^icll  a  witt'ti  did  dwell,  in  loatblj  weedi» 
d  wilFutl  wiiDt,  ail  caiyleBse  of  her  neeUes ; 
Bo  choi»inc  sobtarie  to  abide 
Far  from  all  aeighboura.  that  her  diveliah  dccdes 
And  helliih  ails  Irom  people  shu  might  hide. 
And  hurt  far  offnuknowne  whomtrer  she  euvlde. 

Hie  daiDEpIl  there  arriving  entred  in  t 

"Where  sitting  on  the  flore  t^  hag  alieJoimi 

Btisie  (as  seem'd)  about  some  wicked  gin  : 

Who,  aoone  aa  she  l*held  llial  Buddeinc  atoiind, 

Ijghlly  upstarted  from  the  duelie  ground. 

And  with  fell  looke  and  hollow  deadly  gaze 

Stored  on  her  awhile,  as  one  astound. 

Ke  bad  one  word  to  speake  for  great  nniaze ; 

But  shewd  by  outward  eigucs that  dr«ad  her Mnce did diu 

At  last,  ttiming  her  feare  to  foohtih  wrath, 

She  askt,  What  devill  had  her  thether  brought, 

And  who  she  was.  and  what  uuvront^Ml  path 

Had  guided  her,  unwelcomed.  unsougbti' 

To  which  tie  damzell  full  of  doubtful!  thought 

Her  mildly  answer'd ;  "  Beldame,  hu  not  wroth 

With  silly  virgin,  by  adventure  brought 

Unto  yonr  dwelling,  ignorant  and  loth. 

That  crave  but  rowtue  to  rest  while  t«mpcat  overblo'lh." 

With  that  adowne  out  of  her  clirielall  esne 

Few  trickhng  teares  she  softly  forth  kt  fall. 

That  like  two  orient  perles  did  puitiv  shyne 

UpoD  her  anowy  checke ;  and  iherewithall 

She  sighed  soft,  that  none  eo  beatiall 

Nor  sajvage  hart  6nt  ruth  of  her  tad  plisht 

Would  wake  to  melt,  or  piteously  appair; 
/  And  that  vile  hag,  all  were  her  whole  delight 
yin  mischiefe,  was  much  moved  at  so  pitteoua  sight; 
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And  gan  reoomfort  her,  in  her  rode  wyse,  10 

With  womanish  compassion  of  her  phdnt, 

Wiping:  the  teares  fVom  her  sufiusea  eyes. 

And  bidding  her  sit  downe  to  rest  her  faint 

And  wearie  limbes  awhile :  she  nothing  quaint 

Nor  'sdeignfull  of  so  homely  fashion, 

Sith  brought  she  was  now  to  so  hard  constraint. 

Sate  downe  upon  the  dusty  ground  anon ; 

As  glad  of  that  small  rest,  as  bird  of  tempest  gon. 

Tho  gan  she  gather  up  her  garments  rent,  11 

And  her  loose  lockes  to  dight  in  order  dew 

With  golden  wreath  and  gorgeous  ornament ; 

Whom  such  whenas  the  wicked  hag  did  vew. 

She  was  astonisht  at  her  heavenly  hew, 

And  doubted  her  to  deeme  an  earthly  wight. 

But  or  some  goddesse,  or  of  Dianes  crew, 

And  thought  iier  to  adore  with  humble  spright : 

T*  adore  thing  so  divine  as  beauty  were  but  light. 

This  wicked  woman  had  a  wicked  sonne,  12 

'Tlie  comfort  of  her~age  and  wearyda^^s, 

A  laesy  loord,  for  nothing  good  to  donne. 

But  stretched  forth  in  ydlenesse  alwayes, 

^e  ever  cast  his  mind  to  covet  pravse, 

Or  ply  himselfe  to  any  honest  trade ; 

But  all  the  day  before  the  sunny  rayes 

He  ufl'd  to  slug,  or  slecpo  in  slothful!  shade : 

Such  laesienesse  both  lewd  and  poor  attonce  him  made. 

H^reoQiming  home  at  undertime,  there  found  13 

The.  ^y rest  ^reaktre  that  he  ever  saw 

"Sitting  beside  his  mother  on  the  ground ; 

The  sight  whereof  did  greatly  him  adaw, 

And  his  base  thought  with  terrour  and  with  aw 

So  inly  smot,  that  as  one,  ^^  hich  hath  gaz'd 

On  the  bright  sunne  unwares,  cloth  soone  withdraw 

His  feel)le  cyne  with  too  much  brightnes  daz'd ; 

So  stared  he  on  her,  and  stood  long  while  ainaz'd. 

Softly  at  last  he  pran  his  mother  aske,  I'l 

W^hat  mister  wiglit  that  was,  and  whence  deriv'd, 

That  in  so  straunjxe  disguizement  there  did  maske, 

And  by  what  accident  she  there  arriv'd  ? 

But  she,  as  one  nigh  of  her  wits  depriv'd, 

With  nought  but  ghastly  lookes  him  answered ; 

Like  to  a  ghost,  that  lately  is  reviv'd 

From  Stygian  shores  where  late  it  wandered : 

So  both  at  her,  and  each  at  other  wondered. 


SW  vn  FAKKn  Qirmn. 

But  the  fsyre  rirgin  trss  «o  meeke  and  myld.  H 

Thst  she  to  tLfm  Tont^lisifv^  to  embact- 
Her  goodly  pvirt,  and  lo  iheir  tenses  vjli 
Her  penile  speBch  appljde.  that  in  short  space 
jShepnrw  faniiliarein  lliat  desert  place. 

/IhiniiE  wliitli  (imu  the  cliorle,  through  her  ko  kiad 
And  1  ■iiirii'i-f  ii<i-,  CLiticeiv'd  affection  bace. 

And  i:i>t  (.1  |..v.'  l',T  ill  hia  brutish  mind; 
\JJ"ot>M',  Inii  l..'i:.-!\  hist,  that  was  so  beastly  tind. 

Closclr  the  nicked  flame  hia  bowels  brent,  U 

And  shoi-tiy  grew  into  ODtngeoos  fire ; 

Yet  had  he  not  the  hart,  nor  hardiraent. 

As  unto  her  to  utt«r  his  desire ; 

His  ca^vtive  thoucht  durst  not  so  high  aspire: 

But  with  eo(t  aiithea  and  lovely  sembUunces 

He  weea'd  that  his  afiection  entire 

She  should  aread ;  nuuij  resemblannoes 

To  her  be  made,  and  manj'  kiude  remembraimoee. 

Oft  from  the  forrest  wildingi  he  did  bring,  15 

"WTioae  sides  empurpled  were  with  amylln:;  red ; 
And  of!  young  birds,  whieh  he  bad  taught  to  siuft 
His  maiatresae  praises  sweetly  caroled  : 
Girlonds  of  flowres  aometimea  for  her  faire  lied 
He  fine  would  dight ;  sometimes  the  squirrel  wild 
He  brought  to  her  iu  bands,  as  conquered 
■    To  be  her  tUraJl.  hia  fellow-servant  vild: 

All  which  she  of  him  tooke  with  countenance  meeke  and  mild 

But,  past  a  while,  wben  she  fit  season  saw  IE 

To  leave  that  desert  mansion,  she  cast 

et  wize  herselfu  llience  to  withdraw, 
^or  feare  of  miscbiefe,  which  she  did  forecast 
_  Jight  by  the  witcb  or  by  her  sonne  compact ; 
Her  wearie  palfrey,  closely  as  she  might, 
Now  well  recovered  after  long  repast. 
In  hia  proud  furnitures  she  freshly  dight, 
His  late  miswandred  wayea  now  to  remeasure  right. 

And  earely,  ere  the  dawning  day  appear' d,  1£ 

She  forth  issewed.  and  on  her  ioumey  went ; 

She  went  iu  perill,  of  each  noyse  afieard 

And  of  each  shade  that  did  itaelfe  present  -, 

For  still  she  feared  to  be  overhent 

Of  that  vile  hag,  or  her  uncivile  sonue; 

Who  when,  too  late  awaking,  well  they  kent 

That  their  fajre  guest  was  gone,  they  both  b^onne 

To  make  ezeeeding  mone  as  they  lud  beene  uudounei 
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Bdt  that  lewd  lover  did  the  most  lament  20 

For  her  depart,  that  ever  man  did  heare ; 

He  knockt  his  brest  with  desperate  intent,  ^ 

And  scratcht  his  face,  and  with  his  teeth  did  teare 

His  ragged  flesh,  and  rent  his  ragged  heare : 

That  his  sad  mother  seeing  his  sore  plight 

Was  greatly  woe-begon,  and  gan  to  feare 

Least  nis  fraile  senses  were  emperisht  gnight. 

And  lore  to  frenzy  tumd;  sith  love  is  Srantioke  hight. 

All  wajes  shee  sought  him  to  restore  to  plight,  21- 

With  herbs,  with  charms,  with  counsel,  and  with  teares ; 

But  tears,  nor  charms,  nor  herbs,  nor  connsell  might 

Asswage  the  fury  which  his  entrails  teares : 

So  strong  is  passion  that  no  reason  heares ! 

/The,  when  all  other  helpes  she  saw  to  &ile, 
/She  tumd  herselfe  backe  to  her  wicked  leares; 
I  And  by  her  divelish  arts  thought  to  prevaiie 
XTo  bring  her  backe  againe,  or  worke  ner  final  bale. 

Eftsoones  out  of  her  hidden  cave  she  cald  22 

AjL^ideous  beast  of  horrible  aspect, 

Tliat  could  tlid~BtO'Qt5flt~c6'l'dge  ttaVfe  appald ; 

Monstrous,  mishapt,  and  all  nis  backe  was  spect 

With  thousand  spots  of  colours  queint  elect ; 

Thereto  so  swifle  that  it  all  beasts  did  pas : 

Like  never  yet  did  U\'ing  eie  detect; 

Tliat  feeds  on  wemens  nesh,  as  others  feede  on  gras. 

It  forth  she  cald,  and  f^ave  it  strcight  in  charge  23 

Through  tliicke  and  thm  her  to  poursew  apace, 

Ke  once  to  stav  to  rest,  or  breath  at  large. 

Till  her  he  had  attaind  and  brought  in  place. 

Or  quite  devourd  her  beauties  scomefuLl  grace. 

The  monster,  swifte  as  word  that  from  her  weut. 

Went  forth  in  haste,  and  did  her  footing  trace 

So  sure  and  swiftly,  throufrh  his  perfect  sent 

And  passing  speede,  that  shortly  lie  her  overhent. 

Whom  when  the  fearefuU  damzell  nigh  espide,  21 

iNo  need  to  bid  her  fast  away  to  flie ; 

That  ugly  shape  so  sore  her  terrifide, 

That  it  she  shund  no  Icsse  than  dread  to  die ; 

And  her  Hitt  palfrey  did  so  well  apply 

His  nimble  feet  to  her  conceived  feare, 

That  whilest  his  breath  did  strength  to  hun  sapply, 

From  penll  free  he  her  away  did  peare ; 

But,  when  his  force  gan  faile,  his  paoe  gad  wex  aceam 


Which  whenna  slie  pereeiv'd,  she  «-[ia  dismayd  25 

At  that  same  \ast  eitrcmily  ful  sore. 

And  of  lier  safety  greatly  grew  afrayd : 

And  now  she  aan  tipproch  lo  the  sea  ehore. 

As  it  b^^fclL  tlist  the  (Tould  fl  c  no  tnorr. 

Bui  yield  herst'lfe  to  spoile  of  (rreodinesse : 

l.iglilly  nhe  leaped,  aa  a  wight  forlore, 

Ijpiiilicc  dull  'lorse,  io  desperate  distresse. 

Aiid  to  liiT  feet  bcl^wke  her  doubtfuil  sicicernesse. 

Not  halfe  BO  fut  Iha  wicked  Urntu  fled  S6 

From  dread  of  her  rerenffins  G^en  hond ; 
Nor  haUe  so  fast  to  safe  Ler  maydeohed 
Hed  fmrettill  Daphne  on  th'  .£gBan  itrond; 
An  UlArimfll  flfiH  tmrif  fjiflt  aqnater  yond. 
To  reach  tlia  iea  wo  she  of  hidTwaie  nqcbt  ■■ 
^^FOTlmheiBealo  dmirai^lierseire  wie Jond, 
Itather  then  of  the  tyrani  to^  euight: 
Hiereto  fear  gave  her  winga,  and  need  her  conge  tanf^t. 

It  fortuned  (High  God  did  so  ordaine)  27 

Ai  shee  arrived  on  the  rorint;  iihore, 
In  mindi'  toleape  into  the  miehty  maine 
A  little  bote  lay  hoTing  her  betore. 
Tnirhidi  tiipre  slept  afatier  oU  and  pore. 
The  whUcs  liis  neli  were  dWfi^lih  Tlie'sand : 
Into  the  saiTie  shee  Icpt,  ana  with  the  ore 
Did  thrust  (he shallop  from  the  fioting  strand: 
So  aafoty  fownd  at  sea,  which  she  fownd  not  at  land. 

rhe  monster,  ready  on  the  pray  to  sease,  23 

Was  of  hii  forward  hope  deceived  qnight ; 

Ne  durst  assay  to  wade  the  perloua  seas, 

But,  greedily  lonft  e^piig  *t  the  sijrht. 

At  last  in  vaine  was  torst  to  turn  bis  llight, 

And  tell  the  idle  tidings  to  his  dame: 

Yet,  to  avenge  his  divcliah  despight, 
/He  set  upon  her  palfrey  tired  lame, 
t^And  slew  him  cruelly  ere  any  rcakew  came: 

And,  after  having  him  embowelled  29 

To  fill  his  hellish  gon;e.  jt  fhm'ntl  n  tnight 

T"  paim  t.\\at  wHy,  as  forth  he  travelled; 

Tt  waa  a  goodly  a  wain  e,  and  of  great  might. 

As  ever  man  tlMt  bloody  field  did  fight ; 

But  in  vain  sheows,  that  wont  yon^  Itnights  bLwitch. 

And  courtly  services,  tooke  no  delight; 

But  rather  ioyed  to  bee  than  seemen  sich : 

For  both  to  be  and  seeme  to  him  waa  labor  lich. 
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It  was  to  weete  the  good  Sir  Sa^yrane  90 

That  raungd  abrode  io  seeK  aaFenhires  wilde, 

As  was  his  wont,  in  forest  and  in  plaine : 

He  was  all  armd  in  rouged  Steele  unfilde, 

As  in  the  smoky  forge  it  was  compilde. 

And  in  his  scutchin  bore  a  satyres  hedd : 

He  comfning  present,  where  the  monster  Tilde 

Upon  that  milke-white  palfreyes  oarcas  fedd. 

Unto  his  reskew  ran,  and  greedily  him  spedcL 

There  well  perceivd  he  that  it  was  the  horse  31 

Whereon  faire  Florimell  was  wont  to  ride. 

That  of  that  feend  was  rent  without  remorse : 

Much  feared  he  least  ought  did  ill  betide 

To  that  faire  maide,  the  nowre  of  wemens  pride; 

For  her  he  dearely  loved,  and  in  all 

His  famous  conquests  highly  magnifide : 

Besides,  her  golden  girdle,  which  did  fall 

From  her  in  night,  he  fownd,  that  did  him  sore  apall. 

Full  of  sad  feare  and  doubtfiill  agony  32 

Fiercely  he  flew  upon  that  wickeS  feend ; 

And  with  huge  strokes  and  cruell  battery 

Him  forst  to  leave  his  pray,  for  to  attend 

Himd'elfeTrom  deadly  aauoger  to  defend: 

Full  many  wounds  in  his  corrupted  flesh 

He  did  engrave,  and  muchell  blood  did  spend. 

Yet  might  not  doe  him  die ;  but  aie  more  fresh 

And  fierce  he  still  appeared,  the  more  he  did  him  thresh. 

He  wist  not  how  him  to  de8i>oile  of  life,  33 

Ne  how  to  win  the  wished  victory, 
/Sith  him  he  saw  still  stronger  grow  through  strife, 
V  And  himself  weaker  through  infirmity: 

Greatly  he  grew  enrag'd,  and  furiously 

Hurling  his  sword  away  he  lightly  lept 

Upon  the  beast,  that  with  great  cruelty 

llored  and  raged  to  be  uoderkept ; 

Yet  he  perforce  him  held,  and  strokes  upon  him  hept. 

As  he  that  strives  to  stoj  a  suddein  flood,  31 

And  in  strong  bancksTiis  violence  restraine, 

Forceth  it  swell  above  his  wonted  mood, 

And  largely  overflow  the  fmitfull  plaine, 

That  all  the  countrey  seemes  to  be  a  maine 

And  the  rich  furrowes  flote,  all  quite  fordonne: 

The  wofuU  husbandman  doth  lo?vdxomplaine 

To  see  Ills  whole  yeiurea  laborlost  so  soone, 

For  which  to  God  he  made  so  mBoaj  an  idk  boooe. 


So  long  he  held  him,  aud  h: 

That  at  tiie  last  bia  fierMnei  gao  mnhc. 

And  meekely  stoiip  unto  the  viebx  sliong : 
j 'Who.  to  avenge  the  implacable  wron^ 
1  Which  he  Bnppoaed  donne  to  Florimell, 

Sought  by  all  tceane*  hia  dolor  to  prolong. 

Sith  dint  of  Steele  bis  earcaa  oonld  Dot  qnell ; 
I  Hia  maimer  ^itb  her  cbarmea  had  fmned  him  so  irelL 

Thp.goldvi)  ri;.'H'.l."l.idnlinl  v;rL:;n  ^^■:^r.■  » 

AlJout  her  self  uder  waste,  he  looke  in  hnnd. 

AwLwith  it  Ijoniid  the  bea»t  that  loyd  did  rare 

For  (treiF  SegpiRlltof  that  jimronwd  baoH^ 

Yd  dared  not  his  victor  to  withslBDd. 

Bui  (ri-mWMi  lilci'  n  hmTie  li"d  from  the  pray; 

Arul  al|.ti.-":M  l,i>,i  (;.!|.,^-.l.m  1  lie  strand 

Aa  he  had  long  bene  learned  to  obay ; 

Tet  neTer  learned  he  Hneh  service  till  that  day. 

Thug  BB  be  led  the  beast  alonn  the  way,  SI 

He  spide  far  off  a.miphty  giaiintegse 

Fast  flyinff,  on  a  couraer  dafiled  if  my , 

From  a  bold  Inipht  that  with  great  bardineaae 

Her  bard  purscwd,  and  soucht  for  to  auppresse : 

She  bore  before  Ikt  la|i_a_dolefull  sguire, 

Lying  athwart  her  borfie  in  great  distresxe, 

Fast  boundep  band  and  foo£  with  cords  of  wire, 

Whome  «be  did  meane  to  make  the  thrall  Qfjj^jl^irg^ 

Which  wbenaii  Satyrane  beheld,  in  haate  3i 

He  lefte  his  captive  beast  at  liberty. 

And  croBt  the  nearest  way,  by  which  he  cast 

Her  to  encounter  ere  bIic  passed  by ; 

But  ahe  the  way  abund  natbemore  forthy. 

But  forward  paJlopt  faat ;  which  when  he  spyde, 

His  mighty  speare  he  couched  warily, 

And  at  her  ran ;  she.  having  him  descryde, 

Hersclfe  to  fight  addreat,  and  threw  her  lode  aside. 

Idles  aa  a  Kosheuke.  that  in  foote  doth  beare  31 

A  trembling  culver,  having  apide  on  bight 

An  eagle  t^t  with  plumy  winga  doth  sbeare 

The  aubtile  ayre  Btonping  with  all  his  might. 

The  gnarrey  throwes  to  ground  with  fell  dcipight. 

And  to  the  batteiU  doth  berselfe  prepire : 

So  nn  the  geannteMe  unto  the  fight; 

Her  lytie  ctm  wiUi  fdrions  sparkea  ^d  siare. 

And  with  uupli^iiioiu  bMmet  High  God  in  peemn  tan 
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She  oanglit  in  hand  an  huge  flTeat  yron  maoe,  40 

Wherewith  she  many  had  of  life  depri^'d ; 

But,  ere  the  stroke  could  seize  his  ajmed  place. 

His  speare  amids  her  sun-brode  shield  amy'd) 

Yet  nathemore  the  Steele  asonder  riv'd. 

All  were  the  beame  in  bignes  like  a  mast, 

Ne  her  out  of  the  stedfast  sadle  driy'd ; 

But,  glauncinff  on  the  tempred  metall,  brast 

In  thousand  shiyers,  and  so  forth  beside  her  past. 

Her  steed  did  stagger  with  that  puissaunt  strooke ;         41 

But  she  no  more  was  moyed  with  that  might 

Then  it  had  lighted  on  an  aged  oke. 

Or  on  the  marblo  pillour  that  is  pi^ht 

Upon  the  top  of  mount  Olympus  hight, 

For  the  braye  youthly  champions  to  assay  ^ 

With  burning  charct  wheeles  it  nigh  to  smite ; 

But  who  that  smites  it  mars  his  ioyous  play, 

And  is  the  spectacle  of  ruinous  decay. 

Yet,  therewith  sore  enrag*d,  with  steme  regard  42 

Her  dreadful!  weapon  she  to  him  addrest, 

Whicli  on  his  helmet  martelled  so  hard 

That  made  him  low  incline  his  lofty  crest. 

And  bowd  his  battred  visour  to  his  brest : 

Wherewith  he  was  so  stund  that  he  n*ote  ryde. 

But  reeled  to  and  fro  from  east  to  west : 

Which  when  his  cruell  enimy  eapyde. 

She  lightly  unto  him  adioyned  sydo  to  syde; 

And,  on  his  collar  laying  puissaunt  hand,  43 

Out  of  his  wayering  seat  Iiim  pluckt  perforse, 

Perforse  him  pluckt  unable  to  withstand 

Or  helpe  himselfe ;  and  laying  thwart  her  horse, 

In  loathly  wise  like  to  a  carrion  corse. 

She  bore  him  fast  away :  which  when  the  knight 

That  her  pursewed  saw,  with  great  remorse 

He  neare  was  touched  in  his  noble  spright. 

And  gan  encrease  his  speed  as  she  encreast  her  flight 

Whom  whenas  nigh  approching  she  espyde,  41 

She  threw  away  her  burden  angrily ; 

For  she  list  not  the  battoill  to  abide. 

But  made  herselfe  more  light  away  to  fly: 

Yet  her  the  hardy  knight  persewd  so  nye 

That  almost  in  the  backe  he  oft  her  strake ; 

But  still,  when  him  at  hand  she  did  espy. 

She  tumd,  and  semblaunce  of  faire  fight  did  make ; 

But,  when  he  stayd,  to  flight  againeue  did  her  take. 
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By  thia  the  aooA  Sir  SatTrnDC  gan  wake 
Oat  of  hu  drt'anie  that  did  liim  lonu  entraunre. 
And,  se«iDg  nooe  in  place,  he  ^n  Ui  malie 
Exeeedinff  moue.  ana  curst  tbaC  miell  cliaunce 
"Which  ttift  from  him  so  fwrc  a  cberiBSunce : 
At  length  he  spyde  whereas  that  wofaUanuyre- 
■Whom  he  had  rc«kewpd  fivnn  capiiraunc^ 
Of  hia  strong  (be,  ]n-_l(nnl)Ud.iii  the  mjre, 
tJnnble  to  arise,  or  toot  or  lisnd  to  styre. 

To  whom  approching,  well  he  mote  pcrcciTe 

In  that  fowie  plight  a  comely  persoDage 

And  lovely  face,  made  lit  for  to  deoeive 

X^aile  ladief  hart  witli  lovrs  conauming  raffe, 

Kow  in  the  bloasome  of  bia  freslieet  age : 

He  reard  him  up  and  looad  liia  yron  bands, 

And  after  gsn  iu^aire  hja  parentage. 

And  how  he  fell  into  that  gyaunts  Lands, 

And  who  that  ras  nhich  chaced  her  aluog  the  landa. 

^en  trembhng  yet  through  feare  the  squire  beapake ; 
"  That  geauntegae  Argent^  ia  bebipht, 
A  dau^ief  oi  the  Tilaiis  which  did  make 
"Warte  against  heven,  aiid  heaped  liiis  on  hight 
To  scale  the  skj'es  and  put  lore  from  his  rieht : 
Her  syre  lyphoeuB  was;  who,  mad  throucb  mrrth. 
And  droate  witli  blood  of  men  sUine  by  his  might. 
Through,  incest  her  of  hia  owne  mother  £arlh 
Whylome  begot,  being  but  halfe  twin  of  that  berth; 

"  For  at  tliat  berth  another  babe  she  bore ; 
.      To  weet,  t^emightie  _U !  liTWil ,  that  wrought 
Great  wrcalie^lo  many  errant  knights  of  vore, 
And  manj-  bath  to  foule  confusion  brought. 
These  twinnea,  men  say.  (a  thing  far  passing  lliought) 
.  Whiles  in  their  mothers  wombe  enolosd  they  were, 
'  Ere  they  into  the  hghtaom  world  were  brought, 
I   In  fleshiT  lust  were  mingled  both  yfere 
And  in  tnat  monstrouB  wise  did  to  the  world  appere. 

"  So  liv'd  they  ever  after  in  like  sin. 

Gainst  natures  law  and  good  behaveonre : 

But  greatest  shame  was  to  thatiuaid^Jl  twin ; 

Who,  not  content  so  fowly  to  devoure 

Her  native  flesh  and  staiue  her  brothers  bowre. 

Did  wallow  in  all  other  fleshly  m.iTe, 


Yet  ill  that  might  not  slake  her  sennudl  desyre : 
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/^  "  Bat  over  all  the  oountrie  ihe  did  ntuMre,  60 

To  secke  young  men  to  quench  her  flaming  throst, 

v^  And  feed  her  fancy  with  delightful]  ohaunge: 
Whom  BO  she  fitt^t  Andes  to  serve  her  lusti 
Through  her  maine  strength,  in  which  she  most  doth  trust* 
She  with  her  brinies  into  a  secret  ile, 

'iDondagfiQpeiKff'traat^ 
^.„^  of  her  pleasurea.xijiL 
lamefuU  sort  himselfe  with  her  defile. 

*'  Me  seely  wretch  she  so  at  yanntage  can^^t,  61 

After  she  long  in  waite  for  me  did  lye. 

And  meant  unto  her  prison  to  have  brought* 

Her  lothsom  pleasure  there  to  satisfye; 

Thatihru2aAiia.deathe8  me  lever  Sfire  tp.  dye 

Then  bj?ake  the  tok  JMB^ETaSce  ■Calnmbrfl 

I  plightedhave,  and  ^et  leepe  stedfastly: 

As  for  myname,  it  mistreth  not  to  tell ; 

Call  me  the  Sonyre  of  Dames :  that  me  beseemeth  welL 


"  But  that  bold  knight,  whom  ye  pursuing  saw  52 

Th^t-gcauntesse,  is  not  such  as  she  seemd. 

But  a  fairo  vinjon  that  in  martiaU  law 

And  dccdes  ofarmes  above  all  dames  is  deemd. 

And  above  many  knightes  is  eke  esteemd 

For  her  great  worth ;  she  Pajjadinejs  hight :     ^ 

She  you  from  death,  yotrffieTrom"dreadri6deemd: 

Ke  any  may  that  monster  match  in  fight. 

But  she,  or  such  as  she,  that  is  so  chasto  a  wight." 

"  Her  well  beseemes  that  quest,"  quoth  Satyrane :  53 

**  But  read,  thou  Squyre  of  Dames,  what  vow  is  this. 

Which  thou  upon  thyselfe  has  lately  ta'ne  P" 

"  That  shall  I  you  recount,"  quoth  he,  "  ywis. 

So  be  yc  pleasd  to  pardon  all  amis. 

That  gentle  lady  whom  I  love  and  serve^ 

Aflcr  lOng  suit  and  wearie  servicis. 

Did  aske  me  how  I  could  her  love  deserve, 

And  how  she  might  be  sure  that  I  would  never  swerve. 

"  I  clad  by  any  meancs  her  grace  to  gaine^  54 

Baad  her  commaund  my  life  to  save  or  spdl : 
Erisooncs  she  badd  me  with  incessaunt  paine 
To  wander  through  the  world  abroad  at  will. 

.And  every  where,  where  with  m,v  power  or  skill 

•  I  miprht  doe  service  unto  gentle  dame». 

'  That  I  the  same  should  faithfully  fulfill ; 
And  at  the  twelve  monethes  end  should  bring  their  nam^ 

\  And  pledges,  as  tiie  spoiies  of  my  TietorioQi  gamat. 


/ 


I 

I 


8S4  TBI  Flllin  QFBEKB. 

"  So  well  I  to  faire  ladies  iervice  did. 

And  found  suph  favour  in  their  loving  bartee. 

That,  ero  the  yeare  hia  course  had  compaasid, 

Tiirec  hiiudred  pledges  for  toy  good  dewutea, 

And  thnee  thref  hundred  thanks  for  my  good  parto^ 

I  with  me  brouH;ht  and  did  to  Ler  present : 

WTuL'h  when  she  saw,  more  bent  to  eke  my  si 

Tlien  to  rennrd  my  tnislj-  true  intent. 

She  gan  tor  me  devise  a  grievona  punishment ; 

**  To  weet.  (hat  I  my  traTeill  shotild  resume. 

And  mth  lite  labour  ivalko  the  'world  aroirnd, 
Ne  ever  to  her  prpsenfe  Bhould  presume, 
'Till  I  so  many  other  dames  had  fonnd, 
■  The  arhith,  for  all  the  suit  I  could  propownd, 
\Wauld  me  refuse  their  pledges  to  afford. 
But  did  abide  for  ever  chaste  and  sownd." 
"Ah !  gentle  sqnvre,"  qnoth  he.  "  tell  at  pno  word. 
Bow  majiy  fbwnd'st  tliou  puch  to  put  in  thy  record?" 

"  Indeed,  Sir  Knight,"  t 

All  that  I  ever  fonnd  k 

Sot  onely  three  they  were  disposd  ao  well ; 

And  yet  three  yeares  I  now  abrode  hare  slrayd, 

To  find  tliem  out."     "  Mote  I,"  then  laupiiing  sayd 

The  knight,  "  inquire  of  thee  what  were  those  three 

The  which  thy  proffred  curteaie  denajd? 

Or  ill  ther  seemed  sure  avixd  to  bee, 

Or  brntishly  brought  up,  that  nev'r  did  fashions  see." 

''-  ThaSr^  which  then  refiaed  me."  said  hee, 
"  Certes  was  but  B_common  courtiaane;- 
Tet  flat  refusd  to  have  ado«  with  mee. 
Because  I  could  not  give  her  many  a  jane." 
(Thereat  fiill  hartely  laughed  Satjrane.) 
"The  second  was  anjiolj  nunne.lo  ehose, 
'Which  would  not  litme  be  her  chappellaoe. 
Because  she  knew,  she  sayd,  I  would  disclose 
Her  eonnsell,  if  she  should  her  trust  in  me  lepose. 

"  TTie  third  a  damwll  was  of  low  degree, 
■Whom  I  in  countrey  cottage  fowndoy  chaunce: 
.    Full  litle  weened  I  that  chaatitee 
<   Hadlodging  insomeaue  a  maintenannce; 

Tet  was  she  fayre,  and  in  her  countenaunce 

Dwelt  simide  truth  in  seemelv  fashion : 

Long  thus  I  woo'd  her  with  due  dbserraunce, 

In  h<^  unto  my  pleaanre  to  have  won ; 

But  WM  OS  far  at  laat,  as  when  I  fint  begon. 
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/*  Safe  her,  I  never  an^  wonum  found  60 

(That  chastity  did  for  itselfe  embrace, 
^ut  were  for  other  caoaea  firme  and  soiilid ; 
Eidier  for  want  of  handsome  time  and  place. 
Or  else  for  feare  of  ahame  and  fowle  disgrace. 
/Thus  am  I  hopelesse  ever  to  attaine 
/My  ladies  love,  in  such  a  desperate  case^ 
/  Biit  all  my  dayes  am  like  to  waste  in  yame^ 
r  ^Seek'T^g  JA  Tnateh  thft  fl]tiapt<i  with^th'  nnfllnft#ladifla  traine.** 

"  Perdv,"  sayd  Satyrane,  "  thou  Sqnyre  of  Dames,  61 

Great  labour  fondly  hast  thon  hent  in  hand. 

To  get  small  thankes,  and  therewith  many  blames ; 

That  may  emongst  Alcides  labours  stand." 

Thence  backe  returning  to  the  former  land. 

Where  late  he  left  the  beast  he  OTcrcame, 

He  found  him  not ;  for  he  had  broke  his  band. 

And  was  retumd  againe  unto  his  dame. 

To  tell  what  tydings  of  fKmJSX<3!PBktlll  becameb 


CAlfTTO  VnL 

The  wf  toh  oreates  a  snowy  lap 

df  like  to  Florimell ; 
Who  wrong*d  by  Carle,  bf  Protem  scfM; 

la  waght  by  FaridelL 

8o  ofl  as  I  this  history  record,  1 

My  hart  doth  melt  with  meere  compassion. 

To  thinke  how  causelesse  of  her  owne  accord 

This  gentle  damzell,  whom  I  write  upon. 

Should  ploDffed  be  in  such  affliction 

Without  all  nope  of  comfort  or  rehefe; 

That  sure  I  weene  the  hardest  hart  of  stone 

Would  hardly  finde  to  aggravate  her  griefe : 

For  misery  craves  rather  mercy  then  repriefe. 

But  that  accursed  hag,  her  hostesse  late,  2 

Had  80  enranckled^er  malitions  hart, 
That  she  desyrd  th*  abridgement  of  her  fate^ 
Or  loDff  enlargement  of  her  nainefull  smart. 
Now  when  the  beast,  which  oy  her  wicked  art 
Late  foorth  she  sent,  she  backe  retouming  spyda 
Tyde  with  her  golden  girdle ;  it  a  part 
Of  her  rich  spovles  wlK>m  he  had  earst  destrc^ 
She  weend,  and  wondrous  gladnes  to  her  hart  applyddt 

▲  A  2 
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AdiI.  nith  it  ronnia^  h;-fc:'Iy  to  her  noon?, 
Thouglit  nith  that  si^ht  him  muL'h  t<}  have  reUr'd; 
Who,  thereby  deemiaK  »urc  the  tbiiig  as  doiiDe, 
His  former  griefe  with  furie  freah  reviT'd 
Much  more  than  cant,  and  iroiild  hnre  aloatca  riT*d 
/The  hart  out  of  hia  hreat ;  for  xith  her  dedd 
(He  siireij-  dempt,  himselfe  ho  thought  depriv'd 
i  Quite  ofali  hone  wherewith  he  lonn:  bad  ledd 
Tpja  fooliith  maladj,  and  long  time  had  mialedd. 

With  thought  whereof  ei;cp«diiU£jaaiiJie4pBW> 

And  in  hia  race  hia  moOrer  would  have  Edamo, 

Had  aho  not  fled  into  a  tecrtt  mew, 

Where  Bhe  was  wont  her  RprighWs  to  enlertaine 

The  mnisters  of  her  art:  there  was  she  faine 

To  call  them  all  in  order  to  her  nyde. 

And  them  eoqjure,  upon  elernall  paine. 

To  uouusell  her  so  carefully  djamayd 

How  she  might  hede  her  Sonne  whose  gcnses  wnre  d» 

Bt  their  advice,  and  her  owns  wicked  wit, 
She  there  deTu'd  a  wondrous  worke  to  frame, 
Whose  like  on  earth  was  never  framed  yit; 
That  even  Nature  selfe  emide  the  same. 
And  grudg'd  to  see  the  counterfet  should  shame 
■  liie  thing  itselfe :  In  hand  atic  boldly  tooke 
To  make  another  like  the  former  dame, 
'     Another  Florimell.  in  shape  and  looke 

So  lively,  and  so  like,  that  many  it  miatoolce. 

The  substance,  whereof  she  the  body  made, 
Waa  par^t  snow  in  maaa^  mould  eongeald, 
WhifAiahe'^ad  gathered  in  a  shady  glade 
Of  the  Kiphoeannils  to  her  reveald 
""    errant  sprights,  but  from  all  men  conccald : 

And  yirgin  wei  that  never  yet  was  scald. 
And  mingled  them  with  perfect  vermily; 
That  like  a  lively  sanguine  it  aeemd  to  the  eyo. 

Inttfad  of  eves  two  biuniug  lampea  she  set 
In  silreT  socketa,  ahyning  like  the  akyea, 
And  a  quicke  moring  ipirit  did  arret 
To  atirre  and  roU  them  hke  to  womens  eyes; 
Instead  of  yellow  lockes  she  did  deyrae 
With  golden  wyre  to  weave  her  curled  head; 
.  Yet  Bolden  wyre  waa  not  so  yellow  thryse 
/  Aa  Florimells  fayre  heare :  and,  in  the  atead 
Of  life,  she  put  a  apright  to  rule  the  carcas  deadj 
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A  wicked  sprighti  srfraiiff hi  with  fawning  gnyle  8 

Andjajre  resemblance  aboye  all  the  rest, 

"Which  with  the  Prince  of  Darkenes  fell  somewhyle 

Jrom  heavens  blis  and  everlasting  rest : 
f  Him  needed  not  instruct  wliich  way  were  best 
^.Himselfe  to  fashion  likest  FlorimeU, 

Ne  how  to  speake,  ne  how  to  use  his  gest ; 

For  he  in  counterfesannce  did  excell, 

And  all  the  wyles  of  wemens  wits  knew  passing  well. 

Him  shaped  thus  she  deckt  in  garments  gay,  9 

>Which  Florimell  had  lefl  behind  her  late : . 
/That  whoso  then  her  saw,  would  surdy  say 

It  was  herselfe  whom  it  did  imitate. 

Or  fayrer  then  herselfe,  if  ought  algate 

Might  fajTer  be.    And  then  she  forth  her  brought 
•  Unto  her  sonne  that  lay  in  feeble  state ; 
/^Wbo  seeing  her  gan  streight  upstart,  and  thought 

She  was  the  ladjrselfe  whom  he  so  long  had  sought. 

Tho,  fast  her  clipping  twixt  his  armes  twayne,  10 

Extremely  ioyea  in  so  happy  sight, 

And  soone  forgot  his  former  sickely  payiie : 

But  she,  the  more  t^  seeme  such  as  sne  hight, 

Coyly  rebutted  his  embracement  light ; 

Yet  still,  with  gentle  countenaunce,  retain'd 

Enoufl^li  to  hold  a  foole  in  yaine  delight : 

Him  long  she  so  with  shadowes  entertain 'd, 

As  her  creatresse  had  in  charge  to  her  ordain'd : 

Till  on  a  day,  as  he  disj^osed  was  11 

To  walke  the  woodes  with  that  his  idole  faire, 

Her  to  disport  and  idle  time  to  pas 

In  th'  open  freshnes  of  the  gentle  aire, 

A  Ijinight  tliat  way  there  chaunced  to  repaire ; 

Yet^night  he  was  not,  but  a  boastfull  swaine 

That  deedes  of  armes  had  ever  in  despaire. 

Proud  Brag^doehiOx  that  in  vaunting  vaine 

His  glotymorepbse  and  credit  did  maintaine. 

He,  seeing  with  that  chorle  so  faire  a  wight  12 

Decked  with  manv  a  costly  ornament, 

Much  marvelled  thereat,  as  well  he  might. 

And  thought  that  match  a  fowie  diapatagement: 

His  bloody  speare  eflesoones  he  boldly  bent 

Against  the  silly  clowue,  who  dead  through  feare 

Fell  streight  to  ground  in  great  astonishment : 

"  Villein,"  sayd  he,  "  this  lady  is  mj  deare ; 

Dy,  if  thou  it  gainesay :  I  will  away  her  beare." 


Tile  fearefull  ehorle  durst  not  Kainesay  nor  dooe. 

But  trf mbling  stood,  and  yielded  liim  tlic  prn; ; 

WLfi,  finding  Utle  K'asure  lier  to  wooe. 

On  Trompurts  Bti^ed  her  mounted  without  Btaj, 

And  without  reekew  led  her  quite  avaj. 

Proud  man  himsn.lfe  tUeo  Braegadochio  decm'd. 

And  next  to  uom?,  after  that  happy  daj, 

Beinc  jJOBsessed  oftfaitt  ppoyle,  irhich  seem'd 

The  faireet  wight  -in  ground  and  most  of  men  esteem'd. 

But,  when  he  Ran-  himBclfo  free  from  pounutft, 

He  gtui  make  u"  mli'  purpose  to  hia  dame 
Wim  termea  ■  '"  In  ;iiid  lewdness"  dissjlnUi; 
For  he  ixiuld  a   ,:  ji~  i:lnziDg  siieuches  frame 
To  such  raini   u-i  -  Jiiit  him  b^t  liecame: 
But  she  thcnl'j  u^uld  lend  but  light  rcpvd, 

/As  Beeming  sorj  that  r\w  ever  came 

I  Into  hi«  powrc.  that  used  her  so  hard 

^To  reave  her  honor  whieh  she  more  then  life  prefird. 

Hub  as  they  two  of  Idndoea  treated  long, 
There  them  hy  chauncc  encountred  on  the  way 

^ armed  knight  upon  a  cour^pr  Btronc, 
oae  tmmpUug  ft-cle  upon  the  hollow  lay 
Seemed  to  thunder,  and  did  nich  affray 
/That  capouH  corago  i  yet  he  looked  grim, 
j   And  faynd  to  cheare  hie  lady  in  dismay, 
I    Who  seemd  for  feare  to  quake  in  evpry  lim. 
And  her  to  save  from  outrage  meekely  prayed  him. 

Fiercely  Uiat  etnimiger  forward  came;  and.  Di^h 

Approaching,  with  bold  words  and  l>ilter  threat 

Sad  that  same  boaster,  as  he  mote  on  high, 

To  leave  to  him  that  lady  for  eicheal. 

Or  bide  him  battcill  without  further  treat. 

That  ehallenge  did  too  peremptory  seeme. 

And  fild  his  senses  with  abashment  ureat ; 

Yet,  seeing  nigh  him  ieopardy  extreme. 

He  it  disacmbled  well,  and  light  aeemd  to  estccme ; 

Saiymg,  "  Thou  fooliah  knight,  that  weenst  with  words 

To  et^e  away  that  I  witli  blowea  hare  wonnc. 

And  brought  through  points  of  many  perilous  swords  I 

But  if  thee  list  to  see  thy  courser  ronne. 

Or  prove  thyselfe ;  this  sad  encounter  ahonne. 

And  seeke  els  without  hazard  of  thy  hedd," 

At  those  prowd  words  that  other  knight  begonno 

To  wex  exceeding  wroth  Wid  him  arwld 

To  tunieiuaatMideftboak,oi«u«^^Q>^Nie&e&d. 


"  Silh  tbpn,"  said  Brntrffadoohio,  "  needes  thou  will 
Tbj  dtdft  abridge,  thrtnigii  proofs  of  puingBiinee; 
Tnme  we  our  steeds ;  tiiat  both  in  equal!  tilt 
Msy  meete  again,  ftodwwh  take  happy  chaunoe." 
Tbis  Raid,  they  both  a  furlouiiB  mountcDBUDcio 
Kelird  their  Bl«edfi,  to  rotiDi'  in  even  race ; 
/"But  BragyBdocliio  with  hie  bloody  lautice 
I   Once  having  tumd.  no  more  retumd  his  face, 
^.  But  lefU-  biB  lure  to  Iomo,  and  fled  himselfe  apace. 

TW-kmgbt,.him-ae«Qg  Jlic,  Itad  do  regard 

Him  lo  poursew,  hut  to  the  lady  rode  i 

And.  having  her  (fom'Rotnpiiriricbtly  reard. 

Upon  hi«  roarser  Bett  the  lorlj  1q<)o, 

And  witfi  her  fle3  away  willioiit  abode; 

Well  weened  he,  that  fairest  Florimell 

It  wan  with  whom  in  eompsnj  he  yode. 

And  so  beraclfp  did  ala'aiw  lo  him  tt'tl : 

So  made  him  thinke  hiniselfe  in  hcren  that  was  in  ImIL 

But  Florimell  heraelfe  waa  far  away, 

Driven  to  great  distr«i»e~Byloriune  gtraimge, 

And  taupht  thecarefull  mariner  to  play, 

Hith  late  mischaunce  had  her  compeld  to  cbaunge 

The  land  fur  sea,  at  random  there  to  raoiige : 

Yett  there  that  cnieli  queene  avengeDesae, 

Not  eatisfyde  bo  far  her  to  eBtraunfte 

From  courtly  blia  and  wonted  happinease, 

Did  heape  on  her  new  wares  of  weary  wretehednMSe. 

For,  being  fled  ioto  the  fiahera  bote 

For  refitjw-fionCIfiejnjHialenLHs^ty, 

Long  ao  ihe  on  the  mighU-  maine  did  flote, 

And  with  the  tide  drove  iorward  carelealy ; 

For  th'  ayre  wan  milde  and  cleared  was  the  akie, 

And  all  bis  windea  dan  Aeolua  did  keepe 

From  stirring  up  their  slormy  enmity, 

As  pittying  to  see  her  waile  and  weepo; 

But  all  the  while  thf  fisher  did  securely  sleepe. 

At  la*t  when  droneke  with  drowsinesse  he  wolte. 
And  saw  hig. drover  drijealong  the  strearae, 
He  wa.s~  dismaycT:  and  thrise  his  breat  he  stroke. 
For  marreill  of  that  aeeident  extreamc: 
flint  when  lie  saw  that  blazing  beauties  beamc, 
^Vhieh  n  ith  rare  light  his  bote  did  beaullfye, 
He  roarveild  more,  and  thought  ho  yel  did  dreamo 
Mot  well  awakte ;  or  that  i<otne  eitasye, 
AMotted  hmd  hit  geoee,  or  duaed  wm  hi>  ej«. 


But.  when  herwcU  aiuine  hee  pereciT'd 
To  be  DO  vision  not  rantaaHcke  si|j:ht, 
GrPilt  comfort  of  Ler  presence  he  poneeiT'd, 
And  felt  in  his  old  caraee  new  diili^ht 
To  e\n  awake,  and  stir  bia  froeen  sprisht : 
Tho  nidel.v  askte  her.  how  she  chether  esmeP 
"  AL 1"  savd  she,  "  father,  I  note  read  Briiilit 
^liat  hird  misfortune  brooght  me  to  Ihi^  Bame; 
Yet  am  I  glad  that  liere  I  dow  in  mfbt;  tme. 

"Batthon.  giiod  man,  nth  &riii  >e«  we  bea, 
And  the  Kmt  nnti'i^  g'la  spac«  to  xweli. 
Hut  now  no  mon?  we  ran  the  mayn-laod  see, 
Have  cam,  I  prav,  to  ffuide  the  coek-boti.-  well, 
Lesat  worae  on  A-a  then  U9  an  land  berell" 
Hiereat  th'  criil  )ir.Kn  did  nousbi  but  fondly  grin, 
And  Baide,  hi^^  l>'i.it  ilie  irar  roiild  wi«cly  tell: 
But  hia  decei|.U'iill  oyes  did  never  lin 
To  loolie  on  her  faire  &ce  and  marke  her  snowy  alno, 

/  ^e  sight  whereof  in  his  congealed  flesh 
V  Infiit  such  seerele  Bting  of  greedy  lust. 
That  the  drie  withered  stocke  il  c.in  ri-fresh, 
And  kindled  heat,  that  soone  in  flame  forth  brust: 
The  driest  wood  is  soonest  burnt  to  dust, 
Budetf  to  her  he  lept,  and  his  roiuh  hand, 
"Where  ill  became  him,  rashly  would  have  thmst; 
But  slie  with  angry  Bconie  him  did  withstond. 
And  shamefully  reproved  for  hia  rudenes  fond. 

But  he.  that  never  )iood  nor  manera  knew. 

Her  fiharpe  rebuke  full  iitle  did  esteeme ; 

Hard  is  to  teach  an  old  horse  amble  Irew  : 

The  inward  smoke,  that  did  before  but  steeme. 

Broke  into  open  fire  and  rage  extreme; 

And  now  he  strength  aan  adde  unto  his  will, 

Porcyng  to  doe  that  did  him  fowle  misseeme : 

Beastly  he  Ihrewc  her  downe,  nc  car'd  to  spill 

Her  garments  gay  willt  scalea  of  fish,  that  all  did  fill. 

The  silly  Tirgin  strore  him  to  withstand 
All  that  she  mi^ht,  and  him  in  vaine  revild ; 
Shee  strugled  strongly  both  with  foote  and  hand 
To  save  her  honor  from  that  viUaine  vUde. 
'^  And  cride  to  beven,  from  humane  help  eiild. 
O!  je  brave  knights,  that  boast  this  ladies  love. 
Where  be  ye  now,  when  she  is  nigh  de61d 
Of  filthy  wretch !  well  may  she  you  reprove 
Of  Cilsehood  or  of  tlouth,  when  most  it  may  behove. 
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Bat  if  that  thou,  Sir  Satyran,  didst  weete,  28 

Or  thou,  Sir  Feridure,  her  sory  state, 

How  floone  would  yee  assemble  many  a  fleete. 

To  fetch  from  sea  that  ye  at  land  lost  late ! 

Towres*  citties,  kingdomes,  ye  would  ruinate 

In  your  avengement  and  despiteous  rage, 

Ne  ouirht  your  burning  fury  mote  abate : 

But,  if  Sir  Calidore  could  it  presage, 

No  living  creature  could  his  cruelty  asswage. 

y  But,  sith  that  none  of  all  her  knights  is  nye,  29 

(    See  how  the  heavens,  of  Yoluntaiy  grace 
And  soveraine  favor  towards  chastity, 

V^  Doe  succor  send  to  her  distressed  cace : 
So  much  High  Grod  doth  innocence  embrace ! 
It  fortuned,  whilest  thus  she  stifly  strove. 
And  the  wide  sea  imp6rtuned  long  space 
With  shrilling  shriekes,  {Iroteus  u>roda  did  rove. 
Along  the  fomy  waves  drivmg  his  finny  drove. 

IVojiesua  is  shopheard  of  the  seas  of  yore,  SO 

And  hath-the.  f  haM:g_Qf  Nejjtuae'a  mighty  heard ; 

An  aged  sire  with  nead  all  trowy  hore. 

And  sprinckled  frost  upon  his  deawy  beard: 

AVho  when  those  pittimll  outcries  he  heard 

Through  all  tlie  seas  so  ruefully  resownd, 

HJJ^  cliarett  swifte  in  hast  he  tnether  steard, 

AVhich  with  a  teeme  of  scaly  Phpcas  bownd 

Was  drawne  upon  the  waves,  that  fomed  him  arownd ; 

And  comming  to  that  fishers  wandring  bote,  31 

That  went  at  will  withouten  card  or  sayle, 

He  therein  saw  that  yrkesome  sight,  which  smote 

Deepe  indignation  and  compassion  frayle 

Into  his  hart  attonce :  streight  did  he  hayle 

The  greedy  villein  from  his  hoped  pray. 

Of  which  he  now  did  very  little  fayle; 

And  with  his  staffe,  that  drives  his  heard  astray. 

Him  bett  so  sore,  that  life  and  sence  did  much  dismay. 

The  whiles  the  pitteous  lady  up  did  ryse,  32 

KufBed  and  fowly  raid  with  filthy  soylc. 
And  blubbrcd  face  with  teares  other  faire  eyes; 
Her  heart  niy:h  broken  was  with  weary  toyle, 
/To  save  hcrselfc  from  that  outrageous  spoyle: 
}^ut  when  she  looked  up,  to  weet  what  wight 
Had  her  from  so  infamous  fact  assoyld. 
For  shame,  but  more  for  feare  of  hw  grim  sight, 
powne  in  her  lap  she  hid  her  face,  and  lewdly  shn^i).^ 


3(t2  THt  PJllElltC  qiTBKHK, 

(Ilprnolfi*  not  saved  yet  from  daunger  dredd 
She  llwuitlit,  but  i-l'iauQ^t'd  from  one  to  other  fiisrot  I 

Like  as  a  iearet'ull  paTtridse,  that  is  fledd 
From  the  sbarpe  bauke  wliich  her  attsched  aearo. 
And  tola  to  ground  to  seeke  far  succor  tbearo, 
Whttwas  tbi'  hungry.Bpeniells  she  dow  apye 
"With  KreedylBives  her  ready  for  to  teare; 
In  sui'h  di^tresse  nod  sad  perplriitv 
Was  Florimell.  when  Proteus  ebe  ^id  se«  hor  by. 

But  he  enderored  with  speachea  nulde  ' 

Her  to  recomfort,  ood  acoourage  bold, 

Bidding  her  fc are  no  more  her  Toeman  rilde. 

Not  doubt  him«F'll'e ;  and  who  he  wai  bcr  told: 

Yet  oil  that  could  not  from  affright  her  hold, 

Ne  to  recomfort  her  at  ail  prerayld; 

For  her  faint  hart  was  with  the  frosen  cold 

Bcnnnibd  so  inl.v  that  her  Kits  nigh  fayld. 

And  all  her  sences  with  abaabmeiit  quite  were  quoyld. 

/   Her  up  betwiit  his  rugped  hands  he  reard,  J 

/     And  with  hie  frory  lips  fiilt  soltly  kist. 

^VMles  the  oold  yaiokles  from  his  rongh  beard 
I     Dropped  adovnie  upon  her  I'rorv  brest : 
'■.    Yet  he  iiinisclfr  so  busily  adiltvit. 

That  hi:r  uul  uf  asUiuisluuuut  hu  wruuifht  [ 

And.  out  of  that  same  fishers  filthy  neat 

Removing  bcr.  into  hla  charet  brought. 

And  there  with  many  gentle  termM  ber  fairs  besouEht. 

But  that  old  Icachour.  whieh  with  bold  assault  ! 

That  beautie  durst  presume  to  Tiolate, 

He  cast  to  punish  for  his  baiuous  fault: 

Then  tookc  be  him  yet  trembticg  sith  of  Uta 
^/^nd  tyde  behind  his  charet,  to  aggrate 
I    The  Tirgin  whom  be  had  abusde  so  sore; 
'-,  So  drag  d  him  through  the  waves  in  scornful  state, 
'And  after  cast  him  up  upon  the  shore; 

Bat  FlQfimell  with  him  untq^his  bowre  he  bore. 

His  bowre  is  in  the  bottom  of  the  maine,  J 

Under  a  migbtie  rocke  gainst  which  doe  rave 

The  roring  billowes  in  their  proud  disdaine, 

That  with  the  angry  working  of  the  irare 

Therein  is  eaten  outjji  hollow  ure, 

That  seemee  rough  masoDFtlfincrwith  engines  keene 

Had  long  trhile  laboured  it  to  engrare; 

There  was  bis  wonne;  ne  iiving  wight  was  scene 

San  @e^  nf^h,_hi^tJ^Dap^  to  keeps  it  deuw. 
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Thether  he  brouffht  the  B017  florimelU  38 

And  entertained  ner  the  bmt  he  miaht. 

(And  Fanop^  her  entertaind  eke  wml,) 

As  an  immortdl  mote  a  mortall  wi|^tp 

Togipnfl.^fir.liking  unto hja  ddiurht; 

with  flattering  wordes  he  sweetij^ wooed  her» 

And  offered  faire  g^uiftee  t'  allure  her  aight; 

But  she  both  oifera  and  the  offerer 

Deapy  sde,  and  aU  the  fawning  of  the  flatterer. 

Dayl J  he  tempted  her  with  this  or  that»  S9 

And  never  snffred  her  to  be  at  rest : 

But  cv(  rmore  ahe  him  refused  flat. 

And  all  hid  fained  kindnea  did  deteat ; 

So  firme]  J  she  had  sealed  up  her  breet. 

Sometimes  he  boasted  that  a  god  he  hight  1 

But  she  a  mortall  creature  loTed  beat : 

Then  he  would  make  himselfe  a  mortall  wight ; 

But  then  she  said  she  lov'd  none  but  a  Faery  Imight. 

Then  like  a  Faery  knight  himselfe  he  dreat ;  40 

For  every  shape  on  him  he  could  endesr: 

Then  like  a  kmg  he  was  to  her  ei^rest, 

And  offred  kingdoms  unto  her  in  yew 

To  be  his  lenian  and  his  lady  trew: 

But,  when  all  this  he  nothing  saw  prevaile, 

With  harder  meanes  he  cast  her  to  subdew, 

And  with  sharpe  thrcates  her  oflen  did  assayle: 

So  thinking  for  to  make  her  stubbome  corage  quaylo. 

To  dreadfull  shapes  he  did  himaelfe  transforme:  41 

Kow  like  a  gyaunt ;  now  like  to  a  feend; 

Then  like  a  centaure;  then  like  to  a  storme 

Bagin)]^  within  the  waves:  thereby  he  weend 

Her  will  to  win  unto  his  wished  eend: 

But  when  with  feare,  nor  favour,  nor  with  all 

He  els  could  doe,  he  saw  himselfe  esteemd, 

DawAe  in  a  dpngeon  deepe  he  IfiLheriall, 

And  threatned  there  to  make  her  his  etemall  thralL 

Ftemall  thraldome  was  to  her  more  liefe  42 

Then  losse  of  chastitie,  or  chaunge  of  love  t 

Dye  had  she  rather  in  tormenting  griefe 

Then  any  should  of  falsenesse  her  reprove^ 

Or  loosenes,  that  she  lightly  did  remove. 

^lost  vcrtuous  virgin !  glory  be  thy  meed, 

And  crowne  of  heavenly  prayse  with  saintea  above, 

Where  most  sweet  hymmes  of  this  thy  famoua  deed 

Are  still  cmongat  them  song,  that  far  mj  xymei  oeedi 


^o  havinfi;  ended  witli  that  Squyre  of  Dames 
L  Ions  discourse  of  his  adventures  vayne, 
The  which  him^elfe  then  ladies  more  defames, 
Ind  finding  not  th'  hyena  to  be  slayne, 
iYith  that  same  squyre  retoumed  backe  a^ine 
Co  his  first  way:  And,  as  thejr  forward  went, 
nue^e^^pjrdejj^nightjkjare  piickingj^n  the jlaync, 
a  jihe  were  on  some  adventure  behlT 
/Lnd  in  his  port  appeared  manly  hiy^diment. 

Sir  Satyrane  him  towardes  did  addresse. 

To  weet  what  wifufht  he  was,  and  what  his  quest: 

And,  comming  ni^h,  eftsoones  he  gan  to  gesse 

Both  by  the  burning  hart  which  on  his  brest 

He  barej.jsuid.by  the  colours  in  his  crests 

That  Paridelljt  was :  Tho  to  him  yode, 

And,  him  saluting  as  beseemed  best, 

G^  first  inquire  of  tydings  farre  abrode; 

And  aflerwardes  on  what  adventure  now  he  rode.  ' 

Who  thereto  answerint?  said ;  "  The  tydinsjes  bad, 
Which  now  in  Faery  Court  all  men  doe  tell, 
Which  turned  hath  great  mirth  to  mourning  sad 
Is.$halate  r\une  otproud  Marine!!, 
A&d.suddein  parture  of  faire  Floriniell 

T^  find  TiJTft  firt!;'  *  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  8^^® 

All  the  brave  Icnightes,  thatdoen  in  armes  excel!. 

To  savegard  her  ywandred  all  alone ; 
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Which  wordes  when  Paridell  had  heard,  his  hew  4S 

Gan  greatly  chaung,  and  seemd  dismaid  to  bee: 

Then  sayd ;  "  Fayre  sir,  how  may  I  weene  it  trew, 

That  ye  do  tell  in  such  uncerteinteeP 

Or  speake  ye  of  report,  or  did  ye  see 

lust  cause  oi  dreadl  that  makes  ye  doubt  so  soreP 

For  perdie  elles  how  mote  it  erer  bee» 

That  ever  hand  should  dare  for  to  engore 

Her  noble  blood!  The  herens  such  CTueltie  abhore. 

*'  These  eyes  did  see  that  they  will  ever  rew  4D 

T  have  scene,"  quoth  he,  "  whenas  a  monstrous  beast 

Tfift  pftlfVfly  wherpon  she  did  traTell  slew, 

"Andof  his  bowels  made  his  bloody  feast: 

"Which  speaking  token  sheweth  at  the  least 

Her  certein  losse,  if  not  her  sure  decay: 

Besides,  that  more  suspicion  encreast, 

I  found  her  golden  drdle  cast  astiny, 

DistaynlS^Wim  dUrtand  blood,  as  reUque  of  the  pray." 

"  Ah  me !"  said  Paridell,  "  the  signes  be  sadd;  60 

And,  but  God  tume  the  same  to  good  soothsay. 

That  ladies  safetie  is  sore  to  be  dradd: 

Yet  will  I  not  forsake  my  forward  way. 

Till  triall  doe  more  certeine  truth  bewray." 

**  Faire  sir,"  quoth  ho,  "  well  may  it  you  succeed  I 

Ne  long  Hholl  Satyrane  behind  you  stay; 

But  to  the  rest,  which  in  this  quest  proceed. 

My  labour  adde,  and  be  partaker  or  their  speed.** 

"  Ye  noble  knights,"  said  then  the  Squyre  of  Dames,       51 

•*  Well  may  yce  speede  in  so  praiseworthy  payne ! 

But  eith  the  sunne  now  ginnes  to  slake  ms  beames 

In  deawy  yapours  of  the  westeme  mayne. 

And  lose  the  teme  out  of  his  weary  wayne. 

Mote  not  mislike  you  also  to  abate 

Your  zealous  hast,  till  morrow  next  againe 

Both  li^ht  of  heven  and  strength  of  men  relate: 

Which  if  ye  please,  to  yonder  castle  tume  your  gate." 

That  counsell  pleased  well;  so  all  yfere  62 

Forth  Qiarched  to  ^  castle  them  before; 

Where  sobhe  afriving  thev  restrained  were 

Of  ready  entraunce,  which  ought  evermore 

To  errant  knights  be  commune:  Wondrous  sore 

Thereat  displeased  they  were,  till  tbftt  JDQOg  squyre 

'Can  them  informe  the  cause  why  that  same  dbre 

Was  shut  to  all  ^  hich  lodging  did  desyre: 

The  which  to  let  yau  weet  wul  farther  time  regoyie. 
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EEDorBT£D  kniithts  and  hoDorvble  dunes. 

To  rhom  I  levell  all  mj  labours  end. 

SiRlit  sore  I  feare  least  with  uniTorthv  bliiiim 

This  odiom  araument  my  lymes  should  shend. 

Or  ou^hl  your  goodly  patience  offend, 

"Whiles  of  awftnton  lady  I  doe  nrite. 

Which  witEherloose  incoDtinrnce  doth  blend 

The  ahyninB  rIoit  of  your  soveraine  lisht ; 

And  kbigbtLood  fowle  defaced  by  a  faithle^se  kniehL 

Bnt  never  let  tk'  ennmple  of  the  bad 

Oflend  the  good ;  for  good,  by  paragons 

Of  evill,  may  more  notably  be  rad ; 

A«  white  teemes  fayrer  mocht  with  blackeattono: 

Ne  all  are  shamed  W  tbe  fault  of  one : 

For  lo !  iti  heyen,  whereas  all  goodnes  ia 

EmoQRst  tbe  angels,  a  whole  legioae 

Of  wicked  aprightes  did  fall  from  happy  blia ; 

What  wonder  Uien  if  one,  of  women  all,  did  mis. 

Hken  liaten,  lordlinga,  if  ye  liat  to  weet 
The  cause  why  Satyrane  and  Paridell 
Mote  not  be  entertaynd,  as  Beemed  meet. 
Into  that  castle,  as  that  nqnyre  doet  teU. 
"Thereia  a  cancred  crabbed  carle .dteadw^. 
That  has  no'sliiiraf  court  nor  courteaie, 
Ne  cares  what  men  say  of  him  ill  or  well ; 
For  all  his  dayes  he  drowne*  in  priTitie, 
Yet  has  fall  large  to  live  and  spuid  at  hberti& 

"  Bat  all  bis  mind  is  set  on  mncky  pelfe. 

To  boord  up  belies  of  eviU-gotten  masse, 
.  For  which  be  others  wnraet,  and  wreckei  himselfat 

Yet  is  he  lincked  to  a  lo*eiy  laase, 
■-Whose  bean^  doth  her  bounty  far  snrpaase; 

He  which  to  him  both  far  anequatl  yeares 

And  also  fiur  mdike  conditions  has; 

For  she  does  ioy  to  play  amongst  ber  pearea. 

And  to  be  free  crom  bard  resbvo*  "^"^  gealoiu  feneii 
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Unfit  faire  ladies  serrice  to  nipply ; 

The  privie  p^uilt  whereof  makes  nun  alwaj 

Suspect  her  truth,  and  keepe  oontinaall  spy 

IJpon  her  with  his  other  bfincked  eye ; 

]S  e  Bufireth  he  resort  of  liTing  wight 

Approch  to  her,  ne  keep  her  company. 

But  in  close  bowre  her  mewes  from  all  mens  sight» 

Pepriy'd  of  kindly  ioj  and  natural?  d  JigkL 

/  **  Malbeyn  hp,^  and J'^^^m^TOL j|^gJl^g^*'  I  6 

V    Oiifitlyyokt  together  in  one  teeme.^ 
f  That  18  the  cause  why  nerer  any  knight 
'-Is  Buffred  here  to  enter,  but  he  seeme 

Such  as  no  doubt  of  him  he  need  misdeeme." 

Thereat  Sir  Satyrane  gan  smyle,  and  say ; 
/  "  Extreinely  mad  the  man  I  sorebr  deeme 
'    That  woencB,  with  watch  and  hard  restraynt,  to  stay 

A  womans  will  which  is  disposed  to  go  astray. 

**  In  Taine  he  feares  that  which  he  cannot  shonne :  7 

For  who  wotes  not,  that  womans  snbtiltyes 
Can  guylen  Argus,  when  she  list  misdonneF 
It  is  not  3rron  bandes,  nor  hundred  eyes 
Kor  brasen  walls,  nor  many  wakefnll  spyes, 
That  can  withhold  her  wiltuU-wandring  feet^ 
But  fast  goodwill,  with  gentle  courtesyes. 
And  timely  service  to  her  pleasures  meet, 
>^  May  her  perhaps  containe  that  else  would  algatea  fleet.** 

"  Then  is  he  not  more  mad,"  sayd  Fteidell,  8 

"  That  hath  himselfe  unto  such  seryice  sold, 

In  dolefull  thraldome  all  his  dayes  to  dwell  P 

For  sure  a  foole  I  doe  him  firmely  hold. 

That  loves  his  fetters,  though  they  were  of  gold. 

But  why  doe  wee  devise  of  others  ill, 

Wliyles  thus  we  suffer  this  same  dotard  old 

To  keepe  us  out  in  scome,  of  his  owne  will, 

And  rather  do  not  ransack  all,  and  himselfe  kiUP** 

•*  Nay,  let  us  first,"  sayd  Satsrrane,  "  entreat  9 

The  man  by  gentle  meanes,  to  let  us  in ; 

And  afterwardes  afirra.)r  with  xziielL.thzeat» 

Ere  that  we  to  efibrce  it  doe  begin : 

Then,  if  all  fayle,  we  will  l^^-^oreaitjriiii  ^ 

And  eke  reward  the  wretch  for  his  mespnse» 

As  may  be  worthy  of  his  haynous  sin." 

That  counsel!  pleasd:  Then  Faridell  did  rise. 

And  to  the  castle-gate  approcht  in  quiet  wiiet 
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Wherf^t  soft  knocking,  entrance  hf  desyrd.  1 

TUefiOodjnitD  nolrr,  nliicli  then  the  porter  ulayd, 

Him  aiiawered.  Ilmi  aH  were  now  reljTd 

Voto  their  rest,  and  all  the  keyes  convayd 

Unto  their  mnisier  nho  in  bed  was  laj-d. 

That  none  him  duret  awake  out  of  hia  drcmei 

And  iherefore  them  or  patience  gcnilj-  prayd. 

Then  Paridel]  br^n  to  chaunge  iiis  theme. 

And  ^jireatued  hun  with  force  and  poniahmeat  eitn^mc 


Gan  hlutren  up  a  hitter  stormy  blast, 

With  ahonre  and-ilBj-TTso torriblp  and  dred, 

That  this  fuirv  many  were  wmpeld  nt  laat 

To  %  far  siiceoiir  to  a  little  shed. 

TitiB  which  beaide  the  gate  for  awyoe  was  ordered. 

It  fortuned,  aoone  afler  the;  were  gone, 
An^Otiertoifiht,  whom  tempest  thether  brought, 
CSme  to  that  caatle,  and  witi  earnest  mone. 
Like  an  the  rest,  late  entrance  deare  beafiiiirht ; 
But,  like  so  as  the  rest,  he  prayd  for  nou^'iit ; 
For  flatly  he  of  entrance  was  refuad  ; 
Sorely  thereat  he  was  displeasd,  and  thought 
How  to  avenge  himselfe  bo  sore  abusd, 
And  evermore  the  carle  of  conrt«aie  accusd. 

But,  to  avoyde  th'  intoUerable  stcwre. 

He  was  compeld  to  seeke  some  refuge  neare. 

iuid^that  a]li£)I,'k>8hrowd  him  from  the  shonre, 

Se  came,  which  full  of  guests  he  found  whyleare, 

So  as  he  was  not  let  to  enter  there : 

TiVhereat  he  Ran  to  wei  eiceeding  wroth, 

And  Bwore  that  he  would  lodge  with  ihem  yfere 

/  Or  them  dislodg,  all  were  they  hefe  or  loth ; 

^  And  HO  defyde  them  each,  and  ao  defyde  them  both. 

Both  were  full  loth  to  leave  that  ueedfull  tent, 
A  nd  both  full  lolh  in  darkenease  to  debate  ; 
Yet  both  full  liefe  him  lodging  to  have  lent, 
And  both  full  hefe  his  boasting  to  abate : 
But  chiefely  ParidL-ll  his  hart  did  grate 
To  heare  him  threaten  ao  despightfully, 
As  if  he  did  a  dogge  in  kenell  rate 
That  dunt  not  barke:  and  rather  bad  be  dy 
Thea,  when  he  waa  defyde,  in  coward  comet  ly. 
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Tho,  hastily  remoantiiig  to  his  steed,  15 

He  foiih  issew'd ;  like  as  a  b<qrstroas  winde» 

Which  in  th'  eaiihes  hollow  csTes  hatk  long  ben  bid 

And  shut  up  fast  within  her  i>risons  blind. 

Makes  the  nn^  element,  against  her  kinde^ 

To  move  and  tremble  as  it  were  asfaast, 

XJntill  that  it  an  issew  forth  maj  Snde ; 

Then  forth  it  breakes,  and  with  his  furious  blast 

Confounds  both  land  and  seas,  and  skyes  doth  orereast. 

Their  steel-hed  speares  th^y  stronghr  ooaoht»  and  met      16 

Together  with  impetuous  ra^  and  rorse, 

That  with  the  terrour  of  their  fierce  afirat 

They  rudely  drove  to  ^und  both  man  and  hone^ 

That  each  awhile  lay  like  a  sencelesse  corse. 

But  Faridell  sore  brused  with  the  blow 

Could  not  arise,  the  counterchaunge  to  soorse; 

Till  that  young  squjrre  him  rearea  from  below ; 

Then  drew  he  his  bright  sword,  and  gan  about  him  throw. 

But  Sa^vrane  forth  steppixuL^id  them  atsy,  17 

And  with  fSre  treaty  pacmde  iheir  yre : 

Then,  when  they  were  accorded  from  the  fray. 

Against  that  castles  lord  they  gan  conspire. 

To  heape  on  him  dew  yengeaunce  for  his  hire. 

They  beene  agreed,  and  to  the  gates  they  goe 

To  Dum  the  same  with  unquenchable  fire, 

And  that  uncurteous  carle,  their  commune  foe» 

To  doe  fowle  death  to  die,  or  wrap  in  grierous  foe. 

Malbecco  seeing  them  resolyd  in  deed  18 

To  flame  the  gates,  and  hearing  them  to  call 

For  fire  in  earnest,  ran  with  fearfull  speed. 

And,  to  them  calling  from  the  castle  wall. 

Besought  them  humbly  him  to  beare  withall. 

As  ip^norant  of  seryants  bad  abuse 
^  And  slacke  attendaunce  unto  straungers  call. 

The  knights  were  willing  all  things  to  excuse, 
V^Though  nought  beley'd.  and  entraunce  late  did  not  refuse. 

Thev  beene  ybrought  into  a  comely  bowre,  19 

And  seryd  of  all  things  that  mote  necdfull  bee; 

Yet  secretly  their  hoste  did  on  them  lowre. 

And  welcomde  more  for  feare  than  charitee ; 

But  they  dissembled  what  they  did  not  see. 

And  welcomed  themselyes.    Each  gan  undight 

Their  garments  wett,  and  weary  armour  fr^ 

To  dry  themselyes  by  Vulcanes  flaming  light. 

And  eke  their  lately  bruzed  parts  to  brmg  in  jf^ffixL 
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Was  for  liic  tiwd  enlont  to  disaraj ; 
Tho,  whcnas  vailed  was  her  lofty  crest, 
Hej^MenJpcVs,  tliat  were  in  trainells  gay 

And  jiiuflit  jmto  her  heelea  :  like  e\uxaj  bpstnos. 
That  la  a  cloud TfiiirTght  did  lone  time  slay. 
Their  vapour  vaded,  shcH  e  their  gulden  uleame*.    fitw* 
And  through   the  persont  aire  ehoote   forth   Lbeir  I 

Ebee  also  doftc  her  heavy  haberieon. 
Whkh  the  fjiirp  feature  "of  her  limbs  did  hvde ; 
And  hor  well-plight^  trock,  whieh  she  did  iron 
To  tai'ke  al>out  her  short  when  eUe  did  ryde, 
ShM  la«  let  fall,  that  flotrd  from  her  lanek  syde 

time  to  her  foot  with  carclesse  modestec. 
m  of  them  all  she  plidnly  was  espyde 
be  a  ""oman-wiBht.  unwnst  to  bee, 
s  fairest  womaii-wight  that  ever  cie  did  see, 

Idke  H  Bellona  (being  late  retumd 

J<>6miIingEfer  of  the  giannts  conqnered ; 

Where  proud  Encelade,  whose  wide  Dosthnla  bumd 

With  breathed  flames  bke  to  a  furnace  redd, 

Transfixed  with  her  speare  downe  tombled  dedd 

From  top  of  Hemua  by  him  heaped  hye  ;) 

Hath  loosd  her  helmet  from  her  lofVy  hedd. 

And  her  Gorgoniaa  shield  gins  to  untye 

From  her  lefte  arme,  to  rest  in  glorious  Tictoi7e. 

Which  whenaa  Uiey  beheld,  they  smitteD  were 

With  great  amazement  of  so  wondrous  sight; 

And  each  on  other,  and  they  all  od  her, 

Stood  gasingi  as  if  suddeingreat  afiright 

Had  them  surprizd :  At  last  aviiing  right 

Her  goodly  personage  and  glorious  hew, 

Whicnthey  so  much  nistooke,  they  tooke  delight 

In  their  first  error,  and  yett  still  anew 

With  irooder  of  her  beauty  fc:!  their  hongry  rew: 


nelj  fixed  did  abide 
.  In  contemplatJOD  of  divinitee : 
/  Bat  most  they  tnerraild  at  her  cheralree 
<    And  noble  prowewe  which  they  had  appror'd, 
\  Hiat  mnch  ther  fapid  to  know  who  she  mote  bee : 
Tet  none  of  all  thera  her  thereof  amov'd; 
Yet  eretr  oiw  her  likte,  and  eveiy  one  her  lov'd. 
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And  Paridell,  though  partly  discontent  23 

With  his  late  fall  and  fowle  indignity, 
Yet  was  soone  wonne  his  malioe  to  relent. 
Through  ffracious  regard  of  her  faire  eye. 
And  kniffhtly  worth,  which  he  too  late  did  try, 
'^Yet  tried  did  adore.    Supper  was  dight; 
Then  they  Malbecco  pr^a  of  courtesy, 
That  of  his  lady  they  might  have  the  sight 
And  company  at  meat,  to  do  th»n  more  delight. 

But  he,  to  shifte  their  curious  request,  25 

Gran  causen  why  she  could  not  come  in  place ; 
Her  erased  heltn,  her  late  recourse  to  rest. 
And  humid  evening  ill  for  sicke  folkes  cace : 
But  none  of  those  excuses  could  take  place ; 
^  Ne  would  they  eate,  till  she  in  presence  came : 
Shee  came  in  presence  with  right  comely  grace. 
And  fairely  them  saluted,  as  became, 
And  shewd  herselfe  in  all  a  gentle  courteous  dame. 

They  sate  to  meat ;  and  Saiyrane  his  chaunce  27 

Was  her  before,  and  Paridell  beside ; 

But  he  himselfe  sate  looking  still  askaunce 

Grainst  Britomart,  and  ever  closely  eide 

Sir  Satyrane,  that  glaunces  might  not  glide : 

But  his  blinde  eie,  that  sided  Faridell, 

All  his  demeasnure  from  his  sight  did  hide : 

On  her  faire  face  so  did  he  feede  his  fill. 

And  sent  close  messages  of  love  to  her  at  will : 

/ 

And  ever  and  anone,  when  none  was  ware,  23 

With  speaking  lookes,  that  close  embassage  bore, 

He  rov'd  at  her,  and  told  his  secret  care ; 

For  all  that  art  he  learned  had  of  yore : 

Ne  was  she  ignoraunt  of  that  lend  lore. 

But  in  his  eye  his  meaning  wisely  redd. 

And  with  the  like  him  aunswerd  evermore : 

Shee  sent  at  him  one  fyrie  dart,  whose  hedd 

Emi)oisned  was  with  privy  lust  and  gealous  dredd. 

He  from  that  deadly  throw  made  no  defence,  2D 

But  to  the  wound  his  weake  heart  opened  wyde: 
The  wicked  engine  through  false  innnence 
Fast  through  his  cies,  ana  secretly  did  glyde 
Into  his  heart,  which  it  did  sorely  gryde. 
But  nothing  new  to  him  was  that  same  paine, 
Ne  paine  at  all ;  for  he  so  ofle  had  tryde 
The  powre  thereof,  and  lov*d  so  oft  in  vaine. 
That  thing  of  course  he  counted,  love  to  entertaine. 
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Thenceforth  to  her  he  sooglit  to  intimate 

His  inward  griefe,  by  meanes  to  him  well  knownes 

Now  Bacchus  fraite  out  of  the  silver  plate 

He  on  the  table  dasht,  as  overthrowne, 

Or  of  the  fraitfiill  liqnor  overflowne ; 

And  bj  the  daancing  bubbles  did  divine. 

Or  therein  write  to  let  his  love  be  showne ; 

Which  well  she  redd  out  of  the  learned  line : 

A  sacrament  prophane  in  misteiy  of  wine. 

And,  whenso  of  his  hand  the  pledire  she  raoght. 
The  ^Uty  cup  she  famed  to  mistake, 
And  in  her  lap  did  shed  her  idle  drausht. 
Shewing  desire  her  inward  flame  to  smke. 
>i  "Bv  such  dose  signes  they  secret  way  did  make 
XJnto  their  wils,  and  one  eies  watch  escape : 
Two  eies  him  needeth,  for  to  watch  and  wake. 
Who  lovers  will  deceive.    Thus  was  the  ape. 
By  their  faire  handling,  put  into  Malbeccoes  cape. 

Now,  when  of  meats  and  drinks  thev  had  their  fill,  I 

Purpose  was  moved  by  that  gentle  oame 

Unto  those  knights  adventurous,  to  t^ll 

Of  deeds  of  armes  which  unto  them  became. 

And  ever^r  one  his  kindred  and  hia  name. 

Then  Paridell,  in  whom  a  kindly  pride 

Of  gratious  speacb  and  skill  his  words  to  frame 

Abounded,  being  glad  of  so  fitte  tide 

Him  to  conmiend  to  her,  thus  spake,  of  al  well  eide« 

•*  Troy ^. that  art  now  nought  but  an  idle  name,  J 

And  in  thine  ashes  buried  low  dost  lie. 

Though  whilome  far  much  greater  then  thy  fams. 

Before  that  angry  Gods  and  cruell  side 

Upon  thee  heapt  a  direful  destinie ; 

What  boots  it  ooast  thy  glorious  descent, 

And  fetch  from  heyen  thy  great  genealogie, 

Sith  all  thy  worthie  prayses  being  blent 

Their  ofspring  hath  emSaste,  and  later  glory  shent ! 

•*  Most  famous  worthy  of  the  world,  by  whome  ! 

That  warre  was  kindled  which  did  Troy  inflame. 

And  stately  towres  of  Bion  whil6me 

.^  Vought  unto  balefull  mine,  was  by  name 

Sir  .£an»4ar  renownd  through  noble  fame. 

Who,  through  great  prowesse  and  boldhardinesscy 

VrmnlA^jp^p^  fyT^^  dame 

That  ever  Gfeecemd  ooast,  or  luughTpossesse, 

Whom  Venus  to  him  gave  for  mecS  of  worthinease ; 
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"  Faxregdene,  flowre  of  beautie  excellent,  35 

And  girlond  ofthe  mighty  conqueroors. 

That  madest  many  ladies  deare  lament 

The  heavie  losse  of  their  brave  paramours, 

Which  they  far  oflf  beheld  from  Trojan  toares, 

And  saw  the  fieldes  of  faire  Scamander  strowne 

With  carcases  of  noble  warrioures, 

Whose  fruitlesse  lives  were  under  furrow  sowne. 

And  Xanthus  sandy  bankes  with  blood  all  overnowne ! 

**  Fromhim  my  Ijnggft  J  jeyivg  jfriffhf-^  33 

WhoTo5i5efii£elEeten  vjeaiea  in«mi2LIroy. 

Wlules  yet  on  Ida  Be~a  sTiepeheard  bight.    \/ 

On  laire  (Jen(?«^  g^|  n.  lovely  bn^, 

Whom,  for  remembrance  of  her  passed  ioy, 

She,  of  his  father,  PMJusdid  name ; 

Who,  after  Greekes  didJPriams  realme  destroy, 

Grathred  the  Trojan  reliques  sav'd  from  flame, 

And,  with  them  sayling  thence,  to>h'  islftjof  Payoa  came. 

"  That  was  by  him  cald  Paros,  which  befon*  37 

Hight  Nausa ;  there  he  many  yeares  did  raine. 

And  built  Nausicle  by  the  Pontick  shore ; 

The  which  he  dying  lefte  next  in  remaine 

To  P^das  his  sonne. 

From  wKpm  J  Parid^'JLby.  JcilulescexMl :  • 

Hut,  Tor'^faire  ladies  love  and  glories  gaine, 

My  native  soile  have  lefte,  my  dayes  to  spend 

In  seewing  deeds  of  armes,  my  lives  and  labors  end.*' 

Whenas  the  noble  Britomart  heard  tell  33 

Of  Trojan  warres  and  Priams  citio  sackt, 

(The  ruefuU  story  of  Sir  Paridell.) 

She  wa8  erapassiond  at  that  piteous  act. 

With  zelous  env>'  of  .Greekes  cruell  fact, 

Against  that  nation,  from  whose  race  of  old 

She  heard  that  she  was  lineally  extract: 

For  noble  Bri^naapron^ frem-TrojaQB  boldi 

And  Troynovant  was  built  of  old  Troyes  ashes  cold. 

Then  sighing  soft  awhile,  at  last  she  thus :  39 

**  O  lamentable  fall  of  famous  towne, 

Which  raignd  so  many  yeares  victorious. 

And  of  all  Asie  bore  tne  soveraine  crowne. 

In  one  sad  night  consumed  and  throweu  downe ! 

AVhat  8t<^ny  hart,  that  heares  thy  haplesse  fate. 

Is  not  empierst  with  decpe  compassiowne, 

And  makes  ensample  of  mans  wretched  state, 

I'hat  floures  so  fresh  at  morne,  and  fades  at  erening  late! 
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*'  Behold,  8ir,  how  jour  piiifbll  oomplamt 
Hath  fownd  another  partner  of  your  pajne: 
For  nothing  may  impresae  so  deune  consfaraint 
As  coontries  cause,  and  oommime  foes  disdayne. 
Bat,  if  it  should  not  grieve  you  backe  agayne 
To  tome  your  course,  I  would  to  heare  deeyre 
"WhatJo  Aeneas  fell ;  sdk  tbat  men  sayne 
He  was  not  in  the  citiea  wofull  fyre 
Consum'd,  but  did  himsdfe  to  safety  retyie.** 

**  Anchyses  sonne  begott  of  Venus  fayre," 

Said  he,  "  out  of  the  flames  for  safegSird  fled. 

And  wi^s.  remnant  did  to  sea  repay  re ; 

WhereEeT'AsTJugh  AkiaiTerrour  long  was  led 

Full  many  yeares,  and  weetlesse  wandered 

From  shore  to  shore  emongst  the  I^ybick  sandes. 

Ere  rest  he  fownd :  Much  there  he  suffered* 

And  man^r  perilles  past  in  forreine  landes. 

To  save  ms  people  sad  from  victours  vengefull  handes : 

"At  last  in  Latium  he  did  arryve. 

Where  Ee  with  cruell  warre  was  entertaind 

Of  th*  inland  folke,  which  sought  him  backe  to  drive. 

Till  he  witholdULatijms  was  constraind 

To  contracTwedlockTso  the  fates  ordaind  ; 

Wedlocke  contract  in  blood,  and  eke  in  blood 

Accomplished ;  that  many  deare  complaind : 

The  riyall  slaine,  the  Tictour  (through  the  flood 

Escaped  hardl^^)  hardly  praisd  his  wedlock  good. 

"  Yet,  after  all,  he  victour  did  survive, 
And  with  Latinus  did  the  kingdom  part : 
But  after,  when  both  nations  gan  tc*  strive 
Into  their  names  the  title  to  convart, 
His  Sonne  Ijilus  did  from  thence  depart 
Wimallthe  warlike  youth  of  Troians  bloud. 
And  inlQQgJUba.^)la8this  tlironeapart ; 
Where  faire  it  flonshed  and  long  time  stoud. 
Till  Bomulus,  renewing  it»  to  Bome  removd." 

"  There ;  there,"  said  Britomart,  "  afresh  appeard 

The  glory  of  the  later  world  to  spring. 

And  Troy  againe  out  of  her  dust  was  reard 

To  sitt  in  second  seat  of  soveraine  king 

Of  all  the  world,  under  her  governing. 

But  MhiPJ  kjpgdam  yet  iaJajgjse 

Qut^^pheTroians  scattered  ofsprinji^, 

T^t,  inaE  glory  and  great  enterprise. 

Both  first  and  second  Troy  shall  oare  to  equalise. 
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"  It  IWiiOFant  is  hight,  that  with  the  wsrei  45 

Of  wealthy  Thamis  washed  is  along, 

Upon  whose  stabbome  neck  (whmat  he  nyes 

With  roring  rage,  and  sore  himselfe  does  thxonff» 

That  all  men  feare  to  tempt  his  billowes  strong,) 

She  fastned  hath  her  foot ;  which  stand  so  by. 

That  it  a  wonder  of  the  world  is  song 

In  forreine  landes;  and  all,  which  passen  hjp 

Beholding  it  from  farre  doe  think  it  threates  the  skye. 

"  The  Troian  Brute  did  first  that  citie  fownd,  48 

And  Qxgat^made  the  meare  thereof  l^  West, 

And  Qyerwite  by  North :  that  is  the  bow  nd 

Toward^lEeland ;  two  riTers  bownd  the  rest. 

So  huge  a  scope  at  first  him  seemed  best, 

To  be  the  compasse  of  his  kingdomes  seat : 

So  huge  a  mind  could  not  in  Csser  rest, 

Ne  in  small  meares  containe  his  fflozy  great. 

That  Albion  had  conquered  first  oy  warlike  feat"* 

"  Ah !  fairest  hidy-knight/'  said  Faridell,  47 

"  Pardon  I  pray  my  heedlesse  oversight. 
Who  had  forffot  that  whylome  I  heard  tell 
From  Effed  Mnemon;  for  my  wits  beene  light. 
Indeed  he  said,  if  I  remember  right, 
/Jliat oftbaJinticmflJClsfe^Bt^^  there^grew 

(  AjicnfM-'aBroaa  his  mighty  brauncnes  threw 
'  Into  the  utmost  angle  of  the  world  he  knew. 

■\ 

"  For  that  same  Brute/ whom  much  he  did  advaunce       43 

In  all  his  speach,  was  SylviuflJu&jonne, 

AVhom  havmg  slaiifThrough  luckles  arrowes  glaunce, 

He  fled  for  feare  of  that  h  *  had  misdonne. 

Or  els  for  shame,  so  fowle  reproch  to  shonne ; 

And  with  him  ledd  to  see  an  youthly  trayne ; 

Where  wearie  wandring  they  long  tmie  did  wonne, 

And  many  fortunes  proy'd  in  th'  ocean  mayne, 

And  great  adventures  found,  that  now  were  long  to  sayne* 

"  At.las^  by  S^tall  course  they-diixen  were  49 

InlfiJEUiLifiland  spatious  and  brode, 

Thefurthest  North  that  did  to  tlipm  appeare: 

Which,  afler  rest,  they,  seeking  farre  abrode, 

Found. it^thfi-fittest  soyle  for  their  abod& 

FruitfuU  of  all  thingeis  fltt  for  living  tbOTO, 

But  wholy  waste,  and  void  of  peoples  trode. 

Save  an  huge  nation  of  thegeaunts  broode. 

That  fed  '6nTivm^itd8tL,'lB^'3imSlrma^  vitall  blood. 


"  Hi*  worke  greltt  Troynovant,  his  worte  ui  l 
Fair  Uncolne,  both  renowned  far  awav ; 
Thit  who  from  East  to  "West  will  endlong  w 
Cannot  two  furer  cities  find  thii  day, 
Elegit  Cleopolis  -,  to  heard  I  enj 
Old  Mnemon :  Therefore.  Sir,  I  greet  yon  w 
^  '        '  '  '       '   J*^ 


,  Bnt  &11  the  while  ttmt  }ii'  these  speeches  spec 
[  Upon  his  lips  h-mc  fjiiiv  Dame  Hellenore 
\  With  rinilant  rwmr.i  :.iu\  dew  atlent, 
* Fa«hionin(r  worldi-a  of  fiiiicieB  evermore 
In  her  fraile  wilt,  tli;it  rn.>«  her  quite  forlore 
Ttie  whiles  unwart^  a"  ni  her  wondrinn  eye 
And  erecdy  ear**  Lor  in  tike  hart  from  her  I 
"Which  he  perceiririi;.  i'vit  priTily, 
In  speaking,  many  hiUe  )«lgarde8  at  her  lei 

So  long  theae  knightea  discooraed  diversly 
Of  itTMinge  affaires,  and  noble  hardimcnt. 
Which  th^  had  past  with  mickle  ieopardy 
Thst  now  the  hnmid  night  was  farforth  sp* 
And  hevei^  lampea  were  halfendeale  jbre 
Which  th'  old  man  seeing  wel,  who  too  loD 
Erery  diacourse,  and  pTeiy  anrument. 
Which  by  the  hours  he  tncasured.  beeougt 
Them  go  to  rst.     So  all  unto  their  bowrei 
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^    ITalbeooo  her  ponraeweii  i 
Fynds  emongtt  Satyren.  whenee  wKh  him 
To  tonie  she  doth  refhie. 

The  morrow  next,  so  soone  as  Phoebus  lamp 

]3ewrayed  had  the  world  wit'i  earW  light, 

And  fresh  Aurora  had  the  shady  damp 

Out  of  the  goodly  heveu  amoved  quigiit» 

Faire  Britomart  and  that  same  Faery  knight 

Uprose,  forth  on  their  ioumey  for  to  wendi 

Fut  Paridell  complaynd,  that  his  late  fight 

With  Britomart  so  sore  did  him  offend. 

That  ryde  he  could  not  till  his  «iurts  he  did  amend. 

So  foorth  thev  far'd ;  but  he  behind  them  stayd 

Maulgre  his  nost,  who  grudged  grivously 

To  house  a  guest  that  would  be  needes  obayd. 

And  of  his  owne  him  lefte  not  liberty: 

jVIiiiht  wanting  measure,  moveth  surquedry. 

Two  things  he  feared,  but  the  third  was  death ; 

That  fiers  youngmans  unruly  maystery; 

His  monejr,  which  he  lov'd  as  living  breath. 

And  his  faire  wife,  whom  honest  long  he  kept  uncath. 

But  patience  perforce;  he  must  abie 

What  fortune  and  his  fate  on  him  will  Isy: 

Fond  i.s  the  feare  tiiat  iindes  no  remedie. 

Yet  warily  he  watchetli  every  way. 

By  whicli  he  feart?th  evill  happen  may; 

So  th'  evill  thinkcs  by  watchmg  to  prevent: 

Jse  doth  he  suffer  her,  nor  night  nor  day, 

Out  of  his  sight  herselfe  once  to  absent : 

So  doth  he  punish  her,  and  ekejbimself  torment. 

But  Paridell  kept  better  watch  than  hee, 

A  fit  occasion  for  his  tume  to  finde. 

False  love !  why  do  men  sa^  thou  canst  not  see, 

And  in  their  foolish  fancy  ieigne  thee  blinde. 

That  ^  ith  thy  eharmes  the  sharpest  sight  doest  bindis 

And  to  thy  will  abuse  P    Thou  walkest  free. 

And  seest  every  secret  of  the  minde; 

Thou  seest  all,  vet  none  at  all  sees  thee : 

All  that  is  by  the  working  of  thy  deitee. 
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So  perfect  in  that  art  was  Paiidell,  5 

That  he  Malbeoooea  halfen  eye  did  wrle; 

His  halfen  eye  he  wiled  wondrous  well. 

And  Hellenora  both  eyes  did  eke  begoyle. 

Both  eyes  and  hart  attonoe,  durinff  tibe  whyle 

That  he  there  soioomed  his  wonnaes  to  hesle; 

That  Cupid  selfe,  it  seeing,  dose  did  smyle 

To  weet  now  he  her  love  away  did  steale, 

And  bad  that  none  their  iqyoos  treason  should  rerealo. 

The  learned  lorer  lost  no  time  nor  t^de  6 

That  least  avantage  mote  to  him  am>rd. 

Yet  bore  so  faire  a  sayle,  that  none  espyde 

His  secret  drift  till  her  he  layd  abord. 

Whenso  in  open  place  and  commune  bord 

He  fortun'd  her  to  meet,  with  commune  speach 

He  courted  her;  yet  bayted  every  word, 

That  his  ungentle  hoste  n'ot  him  apneach 

Of  vile  ungentlenesse  or  hospitages  oreach. 

But  when  apart  (if  erer  her  apart  7 

He  found)  then  his  false  engine  fast  he  plydc, 

And  all  the  sleights  unbosomd  in  his  hart : 

He  sigh'd,  he  sobd,  he  swoownd,  he  perdy  dydo. 

And  cast  himselfe  on  ground  her  fast  besyde: 

Tho'  when  asaine  he  him  bethought  to  live, 

He  wept,  and  wayld,  and  false  laments  belyde, 

Sayinc,  but  if  she  mercie  would  him  give, 

Tmit  he  mote  algates  dye,  yet  did  his  death  forgive. 

And  otherwhyles  with  amorous  delights  8 

And  pleasiug  toyes  he  would  her  entertaine ; 

Now  singing  sweetly  to  surprize  her  sprights, 

Now  maSing  laves  of  love  and  lovers  paine, 

Bransles,  b^laas,  virela^TS,  and  verses  vaine ; 

Oft  purposes,  oft  riddles,  he  dewsd, 

And  thousands  like  which  flowed  in  his  braine, 

With  which  he  fed  her  fancv,  and  entysd 

To  take  to  his  new  love,  and  leave  her  old  despysd. 

And  every  where  he  mi^ht  and  everie  while  9 

He  did  her  service  dewtifuU,  and  sewd 

At  hand  with  humble  pride  and  pleasing  guile ; 

So  cloeelv  yet,  that  none  but  she  it  vewd. 

Who  well  perceived  all.  and  all  indewd. 

Thus  finely  did  he  his  false  nets  dispred. 

With  which  he  many  weake  harts  had  subdewd 

Of  yore,  and  many  had  ylike  misled : 

What  wonder  then  if  sbie  were  likewise  carried? 
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No  fort  80  fensible.  no  wals  so  ttrong,  10 

But  that  continuall  battery  will  rive, 

Or  daily  siege,  through  dispurrayaunce  lonor 

Andlacke  of  reskewes,  will  to  parley  drivei 

And  peece,  that  unto  nariey  eare  will  give. 

Will  shortly  yield  itselfe,  and  will  be  made 

The  vassall  of  the  rictors  will  bylive : 

That  stratageme  had  oftentimes  assavd 

This  crafty  paramoure,  and  now  it  plaine  display'd. 

For  through  his  traines  he  her  entrapped  hath«  11 

That  she  her  love  and  hart  hath  wholy  sold 

To  him  without  regard  of  gaine,  or  scath, 

Or  care  of  credite,  or  of  husband  old. 

Whom  she  hath  Tow'd  to  dub  a  fayre  ciicqa61d. 

Nought  wants  but  time  and  place,  which  shortiy  shee 

Devized  hath,  and  to  her  lover  told. 

It  pleased  well :  so  well  they  both  agree. 

So  readie  rype  to  ill,  wemens  counsds  bee ! 

Darke  was  the  eveniug,  fit  for  lovers  stealth,  12 

^licn  chaunst  M albecco  busie  be  elsewhere, 

She  to  his  closet  went,_where_all  his  wealth 

Lay  hid;  thefebrshe  counflesse  sUffimes  did  rearo. 

The  which  she  meant  away  with  her  to  beare ; 

The  rest  she  fyr'd,  for  sport  or  for  despight : 

As  Hellene,  when  she  saw  aloft  ajppeare 

The  Troiane  flames  and  reach  to  nevens  hight. 

Did  clap  her  hands,  and  ioyed  at  that  doleral  sip^lit; 

• 

lA^AAjvnjTf  AJlgnA^  fi^yrtt  Ti%jpe  Hclleuore.  13 

TEe"whues  her  husband  ran  with  soiy  haste 
To  quench  the  flames  which  she  had  tyn'd  before, 
Laught  at  his  foolish  labour  spent  in  waste^ 
And  ran  into  her  lovers  armes  right  fast ; 
Where  streight  embraced  she  to  nim  did  cry 
And  call  alowd  for  helpe,  ere  helpe  were  past; 

/For  lo !  that  guest  did  beare  her  forcibly. 

'  And  meant  to  ravish  her,  that  rather  had  to  dyl 

The  wretched  man  hearing  her  call  lor  ayd,  14 

And  ready  seeing  him  wim  her  to  fly, 

In  his  disquiet  mmd  was  much  di8ma3rd : 

But  when  againe  he  backeward  cast  his  eye. 

And  saw  the  wicked  fire  so  furiouslv 

Consume  his  hart,  and  scorch  his  idoles  face. 

He  was  therewith  distressed  diversely, 

Ne  wist  he  how  to  tume,  nor  to  what  place: 

Was  never  wretched  man  in  such  a  wofull  oace. 


r 


villus  wniiest  all  tniogs  in  troublous  up 
And  all  men  busie  to  suppresse  the  flai 
The  lovijig^coiyple^neei^^ 

teifiureKdMid  liberfyTSrffanie 
Their  purpoet  flight,  free  from  all  mem 
And  Night,  the  patronesse  of  love-stea 
Grave  them  safe  conduct  till  to  end  the 
So  beene  they  gone  yfere,  a  wanton  pa 
Of  loreiB  loosely  knit,  where  list  them 

Soone  as  the  cruell  flames  Tslaked  wer< 
Malbecco,  seeing  how  his  Io88e  did  lye, 
Out  of  iEe  flames  which  he  had  quench 
Into  huge  waves  of  griefe  and  g^osye 
Full  deepe  emplonged  was,  and  drownc 
Twixt  inward  doole  and  felonous  despii 
He  ray'd,  he  wept,  he  stampt,  he  lowd 
And  all  the  passions  that  in  man  may  1 

Did  him  attonce  oppresse,  and  vex  his  • 

• 

Long  thus  he  chawd  the  cud  of  inward 
Ana  did  consume  his  gall  with  anguish 
Still  when  ho  mused  on  his  late  mischic 
Then  still  the  smart  thereof  increased  i 
And  seemd  more  grievous  then  it  was  1 
At  last  when  sorrow  he  saw  booted  nou 
Ne  griefe  might  not  his  love  to  him  res 
He  gan  devise  how  her  he  reskew  moui 
Ten  thousand  wayes  he  cast  in  his  coni 


At  last  resolvinff.  like  a  niltrriTn  nm^ 
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But  all  in  yaine ;  his  woman  was  too  wise  20 

Ever  to  come  into  his  clouch  againe, 

And  hee  too  simple  ever  to  surprise  ?    ' 

The  iolly  Paridell,  for  all  his  paine. 

One  day,  as  he  forpassed  by  the  plaine 

With  weary  pace,  ne  far  away  espide 

AjBQuple,  seeming  well  to  be  nis  twaine, 

which lioved  close  under  a  forest  side, 

As  if  they  lay  in  wait,  or  els  themselFes  did  hide. 

Well  weened  hee  that  those  the  same  mote  bee ;  21 

And,  as  he  better  did  their  shape  avize, 

Him  seemed  more  their  maner  did  agree ; 

For  th*  one  was  armed  all  in  warlike  wize, 

Whom  to  be  Paridell  he  did  devize; 

And  th'  other,  al  yclad  in  garments  light 

Discolourd  like  to  womanish  disguise. 

He  did  resemble  to  his  lady  bright ; 

And  ever  his  faint  hart  much  earned  at  the  sight: 

And  ever  faine  he  towards  them  would  g[oe,  22 

But  yet  durst  not  for  dread  approchen  me. 
But  stood  aloofe,  unweeting  what  to  doe ; 
Till  that  prickt  forth  with  loves  extremity. 
That  is  the  father  of  fowle  gealosy. 

He  closely  nearer  crept,  the  truth  to  weet; 

But. "as  he  liigher  drew,  he  easQf    "  "^ 

Might  sceme  that  it  was  not  his  sweetest  sweet, 
Ne  yet  her  Belamour,  the  partner  of  his  sheet: 

That  with  his  servant  Trompi^rl;  hdverd  there 
Sith  late  he  fled  from  ins  too  OEUnest  foe : 
Whom  such  whenas  Malbecco  spyed  clere, 
He  turned  backe,  and  would  have  fled  arere ; 
Till  Trompart,  ronning  hastely,  him  did  stay, 
And  bad^  before  his  soveraine  lord  app^re : 
That  was  him  loth,  yet  durst  he  not  gainesay, 
And  comming  him  before  low  louted  on  the  lay. 

The  boaster  at  him  stemel^  bent  his  browe,  21 

As  if  he  could  have  kild  him  with  his  looke, 
That  to  the  ground  him  meekly  made  to  bowe 
And  awfull  terror  deepe  into  him  strooke. 
That  every  member  of  his  body  quooke. 
i6aid  he,  **Thou  man  of  nought!  what  doest  thou  here, 
•  Unfitly  fumisht  with  thy  bag  and  booke, 
Where  I  expected  one  with  shield  and  spere, 
j'   To  prove  some  deedes  of  armes  upon  an  egnall  pere  P" 
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. .  *M*v  MfAXAj  i  —   juoa,  Bua  iTtnnpft 
And  teU  thy  griefe,  if  any  hidden  lye 
j|    I  Was  nerer  better  time  to  shew  thy  «t 

' '    *  Then  now  that  noble  succor  is  thee  h} 

That  is  the  whole  worlds  commune  re 
That  chearful  word  his  weak  heart  mi 
And  with  vaine  hope  his  spirits  faint  i 
That  bold  he  sayd,  "  O  most  redoubte 
VoachBafe  with  mild  regard  a  wretcht 

Then  sighing  sore,  "It  is  not  long/*  si 
**  Sith  I  enioyd  the  gentlest  dame  aliy< 
Of  whom  a  knight,  (no  knight  at  all  p 
Bat  shame  of  all  that  doe  for  honor  st 
'Bv  treacherous  deoeipt  did  me  depriTc 
Inrou^h  open  outrage  he  her  bore  aw 
And  with  iowle  force  unto  his  will  did 
Which  al  ffood  knights,  that  armes  do 
Are  bownd  for  to  lerenge  and  punish  i 

"  And  you,  most  noble  lord,  that  can  a 

Sedreese  the  wrong  of  miserable  wighl 

Gannot  employ  your  most  Tictorious  si 

In  better  auarrell  then  defence  of  righ 

And  for  a  lady  gainst  a  faithlesse  knigl 

I  So  ahall  your  glqiy  be  advaunced  mucl 

/  And  all  taire  ladies  magnify  your  migh 

I  And  eke  myselfe,  albee  I  simple  such, 

y  Your  worthy  paine  shall  wel  reward  w 

With  that,  out  of  his  bouget  forth  he  c 
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/But  Trompart»  that 

^  Wsim^tickled  wiOi  tbftt  go^ 

And  in  nis  eare  him  xownded  diote  b^inda^ 
Tet  stoupt  he  not,  bat  lur  atill  in  the  winder 
Waiting  advannta^  on  the  praar  to 
TillTromi 
Besought 

Big  looking  like  a  dou^^  doac8peret 

At  last  he  thus ;  "Thoudodof  yueatolay, 

I  pardon  yield,  and  with  thj  rudenes  beaxe ; 

But  weete  henceforth,  that  all  that  gddoi  pra^t 

And  all  that  els  the  raine  world  Taanten  may, 

I  loath  as  doong,  ne  deeme  my  dew  reward: 

Fame  is  my  meed,  and  glory  yertuous  pay: 

But  minds  of  mortall  men  are  muehall  nuad 

And  moy'd  amisse  with  mas^  mucks  unmeet  regard. 
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"  And  more ;  I  graunt  to  tl 

Ghratious  respect^    "_      ""  _ 

And  that  vile  knight^  whoever  that 

Which  hath  thy  lady  reft  and  knighthood  shent. 

By  Sanglamort  nnr  sword,  whose  deadly  dent 

The  blood  hath  of  so  mauy  thousands  shedd, 

I  sweare  ere  long  shall  dearely  it  repent; 

^e  he  twixt  heven  and  earth  shall  hide  ms  hedd» 

But  soone  he  shall  be  fownd,  and  shortly  doen  be  dedd. 

The  foolish  man  thereat  woze  wondrous  blith» 
As  if  the  word  so  spoken  were  halfe  donne. 
And  humbly  thanked  him  a  thousand  sith 
That  had  from  death  to  life  him  newly  wonne. 
Tho  forth  the  boaster  marching  braye  begonne 
His  stolen  steed  to  thunder  furiously. 
As  if  he  heaven  and  hell  would  over-rQnne» 
And  all  the  world  confound  with  cruel^ ; 
That  much  Malbecco  ioyed  in  his  iollity. 
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Hius  long  they  three  together  traveiled. 
Through  many  a  wood  and  many  an  unoouth  way. 
To  seeke  his  wife,  that  was  far  wandered : 
But  those  Jwo  sought  nought  but  the  present  pray, 
^o  weete,  the  treasure  which  J&fijdidhfiwray, 
;  OlTwFichlheireies  altdiiSrCs  were  wholly  sett. 
With  purpose  how  they  might  it  best  betray ; 
For,  sith  the  howre  that  first  he  did  them  kitt 
-  The  same  behold,  therwith  their  keene  deaim  wflfe  whetti 
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It  fortuned,  bb  ther  toKetlker  fiu'd. 
They  epide  where  Fuidell  oaine  pricking  fcrt 
Upon  the  i>lBiDe,  the  which  hinuelfe  prepaid 
To  giust  with  that  brave  stminger  knignt  a.  east, 
Aa  on  adventure  by  the  way  lie  past : 
.  Alone  he  rodo  widioot  bia  pangone ; 
I  For,  having  filoht  her  bells,  her  op  he  cast 
I   To  tbe  wide  world,  and  lett  hm  Bj  alone ; 
VHe  Donld  be  dogd:  m  had  be  wrved  many  one. 

Tlie  gentle  lady,  loose  at  nndom  lette. 
The  ^reene-wood  long  did  walke,  and  wander  wjda 
At  Wilde  adventure,  uke  a  forlome  wefle ; 
Till  on  a  day  'jh^SjitYTF"  *"""  flHF''^" 
Stmying  aloneTWTtEouten  GTOonte  or  frnide: 
Her  up  they  tooke,  and  with  them  home  her  ledd, 
tEith.  them  »»  hous^JVi/c  ever  To  abide- 
To  milk  their  got«8,  and  make  them  cheese  and  bredd ; 
And  every  one  as  commune  good  her  handelcd : 

Hiat  ehorily  she  Malbecco  has  forgott. 
And  eke  SJrParidell  all  were  he  deare; 
"Who  froTfl^Eer  went  to  sceke  an  other  lolt, 
.  And  now  by  fortune  was  arrivcii  here, 
.  'WheTc  those  tiro  guilere  with  Maibecco  we;H. 
Soone  as  the  old  man  saw  Sir  Parid^U, 
He  fainted,  and  wag  almost  dead  with  feare ; 
Ke  word  be  had  to  speake  his  (n'iefe  to  tell, 
But  to  him  louted  low,  and  greeted  goodly  well; 

And,  after,  asked  him  for  Hellenore: 
"  I  take  no  keepe  of  her,"  aayd  Paridell, 
"  She  nonneth  m  the  forreal  there  before." 
So  forth  he  rode  as  his  adventure  fell ; 
The  whiles  the  boaster  from  bia  loilie  sell 
Faynd  to  alight,  somelhinfr  amiaae  to  mend  j 
But  the  fresh  swayne  would  not  his  leasure  dwell. 
But  went  his  way;  whom  when  he  passed  keud. 
He  up  remounted  light,  and  af^r  faind  to  wood. 

"Perdy  nay,"  said  Malherco,  "shall  ye  not; 

But  let  him  pasee  as  lishtly  as  he  came : 

For  little  good  of  him  is  to  be  got. 

And  mickle  perill  to  bee  put  to  shame. 

But  let  UB  goe  to  seeke  jnj  dearest  dame. 

Whom  lie"  BalbTeftm  yonder  forest  wyld: 

For  of  her  safety  in  great  doubt  I  ame, 

Least  ialiage  beaates  her  person  have  despoyld : 

Hen  mil  the  world  is  lost,  and  wc  in  vaine  have  loyld!" 
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Th^  all  affree,  and  forward  them  addreat:  40 

"Ah!  bav'aaidoniiiy  TromfMrt, ''weeteyawellt 

That  yonder  in  that  wastefoll  wildemease 

Huge  monatera  haunt»  and  many  dangera  dweU; 

Dn^na,  and  minotanrea,  and  feendea  of  hell. 

And  many  wilde  woodmen  which  xobbe  and  rend 

All  trayeuera;  therefore  adriae  ye  weU* 

Before  ye  enterpriae  that  way  to  wend : 

One  may  hia  ioomey  bring  too  aoone  to  evill  end.** 

Malbeoeo  atopt  in  great  astoniahmenty  41 

And,  with  pate  ^ea  faat  fixed  on  the  reat^ 

Their  coonsell  cray'd  in  daonger  imminent 
/Said  Trompart ;  "  You,  that  are  the  moat  oppreat 
{  With  burdein  of  jgn^eat  treaaure,  I  thinke  beat 
\  Here  for  to  atay  m  aafetie  behynd : 


y  lord  and  I  will  aearoh  the  wide  format." 
mnaeU  pleaaed  not  Malbeoooea  myndi 
was  much  afraid  himaelfe  alone  to  fynd. 
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Then  is  it  bes^"  said  he,  "that  ye  doe  leaya  43 

Your  tf^ureherg  isL.  some  secuij^; 

EitHer  fast  closed  in  some  hollow  greare. 
Or  buried  in  the  ground  from  ieopardy. 
Till  we  retume  againe  in  safety: 
^As  for  us  two,  least  doubt  of  na  ye  have, 
TTPTiftA  frrr»  AJBAy.  WA  will  blyndfolHed  ly, 

Ne  priyy  bee  unto  your  treasurea  graye." 

It  pleased;  so  he  did:  Then  they  march  forward braye. 

Now  when  amid  the  thickest  woodea  they  were,  43 

They  heard  a  noyse  of  many  bogpinfiLahdll,        >« 

And  shrieking  hububs  tlieni  approohing  nere. 

Which  all  the  forest  did  with  norrour  nil : 

That  dreadfull  sound  the  bosters  hart  did  thrill 

With  such  amazement,  that  in  hast  he  fledd, 

Ne  eyer  looked  back  for  good  or  ill ; 

And  after  him  eke  fearfuU  Trompart  apedd : 

The  old  man  could  not  By,  but  fdl  to  ground  half  dcdd : 

Yet  afterwardes  close  creeping  aa  he  might,  di 

He  in  a  bush  did  byde  his  fearefull  hediL 
Thejdly.8ft^fres,  full  of  fresh  delight, 
Camelianncinglorth,  and  with  them  nimbly  ledd 
Faire  Helenore  with  girlonda  all  bespredd. 
Whom  Uieir  May-lady  they  had  newly  made : 
She,  proude  of  that  new  honour  which  they  redd. 
And  of  their  loyely  fellowship  full  glade, 
Daunst  liyely,  and  her  face  cud  with  a  lawxell  thaAe* 

o  o 


Tbe  «1J7  man  tlutt  to  the  Uiirlcett  la; 

Saw  aHuiii  goodly  sport,  and  grieved  (cirt"! 

Yet  duTfit  lie  not  a^inst  it  do*.>  or  saf . 

But  did  his  hart  with  bitter  Ihoughts  engoie," ' 

To  Beetli' unit  indues  (/t'his  HeUeuore. 

"All  day  iTiey  daunceJ  with  greattustyhedd. 

And  with  their  homed  feet  the  jn^ene  pras  irore ; 

The  whiles  their  gota  upon  the  brouses  fedd, 

Till  drouping  Fhiebiu  gan  to  hyde  his  goldea  hedd. 

no  vp  they  gan  thrir  mery  n^KS  to  bnsse. 

And  ul  tlieir  goodlr  heardea  aid  gather  rownd; 

Bat  eroT  satyM  firat  did  mTe  a  biuse 

To  Hellenore:  to  biiMM  £i  abound. 

ISaw  gso  the  huinid  Taponr  shed  the  grownd 

■""■■'         '     '  '  ■'■       ■'  -      '  ah«dL 

, rad, 

That  everv  bird  and  beast  awanied  made 

To  ahrowa  themselTea,  while  sleep  their  asnaee  did  inrade. 

Which  when  Matbecco  saw,  out  of  the  bush  tf 

Upoa  hia  iiMideB  and  feete  he  crept  full-lraltt, 

And  lik^V'>^'«'''<'t>?''t  the  gotes  did  rush ; 

That  through  the  heipe  of  hia  faire  homes  on  higllt, 

And  misty  dampe  of  misconceyying  ninht. 

And  eke  throngb  likeneeae  of  his  gotish  beard. 

He  did  the  better  coun terfeite  aright: 

So  Home  lie  m^E^'enMiiKBLQuCwniedh^^, 

Uhat  none  of  all  the  satyrea  hiiiL£flEi.de iuJieMd . 

At  night,  when  all  they  went  to  sleepe,  he  yewd,  it 

Whereas  his  lorely  wife  emoDgst  them  lay. 

Embraced  of  a  satyre  roagh  and  rude, 

Who  all  the  night  did  mind  his  iojous  play : 

If  ine  timeB  he  heard  him  come  alofl  ere  day* 

That  all  hia  hart  with  gealosy  did  swell; 

But  yet  that  nights  eosample  did  bewrar 

That  not  for  nought  his  wife  them  loTea  so  well. 

When  one  so  oft  a  night  did  ring  lus  matins  bell. 

So  closely  as  he  could  he  to  them  crept,  4i 

When  wearie  of  their  sport  to  aleepe  they  fell, 
^nd  to  hia  wife,  that  now  foil  soundly  slept, 
/He  whispered  in  her  eare  and  did  her  tell. 

That  it  was  he  which  by  her  side  did  dwell ; 

And  therefore  prayd  her  wake  to  heare  him  plaine. 

As  ooe  out  ofa  dreame  not  waked  well 

She  tornd  her,  and  retomed  backe  againe : 

Yet  Lev  for  to  awake  he  diii  the  more  construue. 
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At  last  with  irkesom  trouble  she  abrayd ;  50 

And  then  perceiTmg,  tiiat  it  was  indeed 
Her  old  IVlalbecco,  which  did  her  npbrayd 
^ith  loosenesse  of  her  love  and  loathly  deed, 
/She  was  astonisht  with  exceeding  dreed, 
i  And  woold  have  wakt  the  satyre  by  her  syde ; 
VBut  he  her  nrayd,  for  mercy  or  for  meed« 
To  save  his  life,  ne  let  him  be  descryde. 
But  hearken  to  his  lore,  and  all  his  coonsell  hyde. 

Tho  ffan  he  her  perswade  to  leare  that  lewd  51 

And  ioathsom  life,  of  GK>d  and  man  abhord. 
And  home  retume,  where  all  should  be  renewd 
With  perfect  peace  and  bandes  of  fresh  acoord. 
And  she  receivd  againe  to  bed  and  bord, 
As  if  no  trespas  over  had  beene  donne : 
/  But  she  it  all  refused  at  one  word* 
/  And  by  uo  m^^aues  would  co  his  will  be  wonne, 
^  But  chose  emongst  the  ioUy  satyres  sdll  to  wonne. 

He  wooed  her  till  day-spring  he  espyde ;  62 

But  all  in  vaine :  and  then  tumd  to  the  heard, 

Who  butted  him  with  homes  on  ereir  syde, 

And  trode  downe  in  the  durt,  where  nis  bore  beard 

Was  fowly  dight,  and  he  of  death  afeard. 

Early,  before  the  heavens  fairest  light 

Out  of  the  ruddy  East  was  fully  reard. 

The  heardes  out  of  their  foldes  were  loosed  quight. 

And  he  emongst  the  rest  crept  forth  in  sory  plight. 

So  BOone  as  he  the  prison-dore  did  pas,  53 

He  ran  as  fast  as  both  his  feet  could  beare. 

And  never  looked  who  behind  him  was, 

Ne  scarsel:^  who  before :  like  as  a  beare, 

That  creeping  close  amongst  the  hives  to  reare 

An  hony-combe,  the  wakefull  dogs  espy, 

And  him  assaylm^  sorchis  carkas  teare. 

That  hardly  he  with  life  away  does  fly, 

Ne  stayes,  till  safe  himselfe  he  see  from  ieopardy. 

Ne  stayd  he,  till  he  came  unto  the  place  54 

Where  late  his  treasure  he  entomb^  had ; 
Whe*0  when  he  fdimd^lLffiJttibr  Trompart  bace 
Had  it  purloyned  for  his  maister  bad,) 
With  extreme  fury  he  became  quite  mad. 
And  ran  away;  ran  with  himselfe  away: 
That  who  so  straungelv  had  him  seene  bestadd. 
With  u^tart  haire  and  staring  eyes  dismay. 
From  I^bo  lake  him  late  escaped  tore  woold  «B^. 
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Bii^li  over  hlltt^  Bod  over  dales  lie  fledd,  &5 

A>if  tlH'  wind  him  oa  hii  nuiiieB  hod  bomo; 

Ne  banck  nor  bush  could  stiiy  him,  niien  he  spedd 

Hu  nimble  feet,  as  treadiiuc  still  ou  thorriL* : 

Griefo,  nnd  DpsiiiEht,  and  Gealtwv,  and  Scorne, 

/   DidlUthen-BV  hSm  follow  hard  behfud; 

(    And  he  him^elfe  himselfo  loatli'd  so  forlornt?. 

\    Bo  ihamcfiill.i-  forlorue  of  womonkynd ; 

\71ut,  aa  a  snake,  ctiil  lurked  in  his  wounded  mynd. 

Still  UliI  liP  forward,  looking  backward  gtUl.  6S 

He  slavd  hit  flight  nor  feereftill  agouj 

Till  that  he  aane  unto  s  roekr  hill 

Over  the  sea  suapendod  dreadfully. 

That  liriuK  creature  it  would  temfy 

To  looke  adonne,  or  upward  to  the  liight: 

IVom  thence  he  tlijewJiimselfeili«BitcoiiBly, 

JWtrteSperKCoriujIore-dBmncd  spriHbr,"  ' 

That  geenid  no  help  for  biin  was  lel^  in  livina;  sight. 

.'  Bnt,  lhraQg}i  loDg  aniniish  and  eelfe-murd'ring  thought,   67 
V  Ee  was  so  wasted  and  forpined  quight, 
^That  all  his  auhstance  was  oonsum'd  to  nought. 

And  nothing  lefl  but  like  an  aeiy  sprizht ; 

That  on  the  rockea  he  fell  so  flit  and  light, 

That  hlTlhercby  recelv'd  no  hurt  at  all; 
'    But  chaunced  on  a  cragsf  cliff  t«  liebt ; 

Whence  he  « ith  crooked  clawea  so  long  did  crall. 

That  at  the  last  he  found  a  care  with  eatraoce  small. 

Into  the  same  he  creepes,  and  thenceforth  tliere  £S 

Sesolv'd  to  build  his  balefull  mansioD 

In  drery  darkenes  and  conlinuall  feare 

Of  that  rocks  fall,  which  ever  and  anon 

Threatcs  with  huge  mine  him  to  fall  upon. 

That  he  dare  never  aleepe,  bat  that  one  eye 

Still  opehekeepes  for  that  occasion; 

Ne  ever  reata  he  in  tranquillity. 

The  Toring  billowes  beat  his  bowre  ao  boystrously. 

Ife  ever  is  he  wont  on  ought  to  feed  69 

But  todes  and  frogs,  his  pasture  poysonous, 

Which  in  his  cold  comlireiion  doe  breed 

A  filthy  blood,  or  Humour  raneourous, 

Matler  of  doubt  and  dread  suapitioua. 

That  doth  with  curelrase  care  consume  the  hart. 

Corrupts  the  stomacke  with  gall  vitiouB, 

Croea-cuta  the  liver  with  inteniall  smart, 

And  doth  tranafixe  the  Bonle  with  deathea  etemall  dart. 
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Yet  can  he  never  dye,  butjjgng  Jjres, 
Aiid  (lutlrhimsetf^'WitK  sorrow  newliastune. 
That  death  and  life  attonbe  unto  him  ^vw. 
And  painefull  pleasure  turnes  to  pleaamg  paine. 
There  dwels  he  eyer*  miaftrahle  swaine, 
iTaleruirbbth  to  himselfe  and  every  wight; 
Where  he,  through  privy  griefe  and  horrour, 
Is  woxen  so  deform*d,  that  he  has  qui^^ht 
Forgot  he  was  a  man^  and  Gfelosy  ja  hight  y^ 


CANTO  XL 

Britomart  chaceth  Olljphaiit  { 
Findes  Seudamoar  distrMt :  • 

Assayes.  the  house  of  Busyrane, 
Where  lofea  8{k>yle8  are  exprest. 

O  HATEFUL  hellish  snake !  what  furie  furst  1 

Brought  thee  from  balefuU  house  of  Proserpine, 

Where  in  her  bosome  she  thee  long  had  nurst, 

And  fostred  up  with  bitter  railke  of  tine ; 

Fowle-gealosy !  that  turncat  love  divine 

To  loylesse  dread,  and  mak'st  the  loving  hart 

With  hatefuU  thoughts  to  languish  and  to  pine, 

And  feed  itselfe  with  solfe-consuming  smart, 

Of  all  the  passions  in  the  mind  thou  vilest  art! 

O  let  him  far  be  banished  away,  2 

And  in  his  stead  let  love  for  ever  dwell ! 

Sweete  love,  that  doth  his  golden  wings  embay 

In  blessed  nectar  and  pure  pleasures  well, 

Untroubled  of  vile  feare  or  bitter  fell. 

And  ye,  faire  ladies,  that  your  kingdomes  make 

In  th'  harts  of  men,  them  goveme  wisely  well, 

And  of  faire  Britomart  ensample  take. 

That  was  aa  trew  in  love  ariiirllSTb  her  make. 

Who  with  Sir  Sat>Tane,  as  earst  ye  red,  9 

Forth  ryding  from  Malbeccoes  hostlesse  hons, 

Far  off  aspyde  a  young  man,  the  which  fled- 

Froman  huge  geauhtTtHaTwith  hidooiia 

And  hatefijSirifiSQge  long  him  chaced  thus ; 

It  was  that  Oily phant,  the  brother  deare 

Of  that  Arga&tfe  vile  and  vitious. 

From  whom  the  Sauyre  of  Dames  was  reft  whvlere) 

This  all  as  bad  as  sue,  and  worse,  if  worse  ongnt  wete. 
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Vliom  wlipu  u9  Britonittrt  beteld  bfhinde 

The  f<-arcfii!l  boy  po  preedilr  poursew, 

Siie  wnB  eninioYcd  in  her  noble  minde 

T"  empIoT  her  puissaunce  U>  bis  peakew. 

And  pricked  fierce!?  forw&rd  where  ehe  did  him  v 


1 


ThfT-  aflcr  ho^.  wiH'BoiaR-"raTiim"^aee, 

And  eftch  did  atnrs  tbe  ouiet  to  oatgoe ; 

But  he  them  both  ontisn  a  wondrani  ipBce, 

For  he  was  long  and  iwift  m  koj  roe. 

And  now  made  better  speed  t'escape  bia  feared  foe. 

CIt  was  not  Sa^Tane,  whom  he  did  feare. 
Bat  Britomart,  the  flowre  of  ^^ha^ti^i 
For  he  the  powre  of  chaste  hands  might  not  beare. 
But  alwajea  did  their  dread  encoLlnter  flf ; 
And  now  so  feet  hia  feet  he  did  applj, 
That  he  has  gotten  to  a  forreat  Deare, 
"Where  he  is  ahrowded  in  security. 
The  wood  they  enter,  and  search  everie  where ; 
They  searched  diversely ;  so  both  divided  were. 

Pajre  Britomart  so  long  him  followed, 
That  she  at  last  came  to»  foiutaine  shcare- 
By  which  there  lay  a  kni^l^all  walloweJ 


is  helmet,  and  his  speare : 
A  little  off,  his  shield  was  rudelv  throwne, 
On  which  the  wintred  boy  in  colours  cleare 
Depeinetcd  was,  full  easie  to  be  knowne, 
And  he  thereby,  wherever  it  in  field  was  ahowne. 

Hia  face  npon  the  grownd  did  groveling  ly, 
As  if  he  had  beene  slombring  in  the  shade ; 
That  the  brave  mayd  would  not  for  courtesy 
Out  of  his  quiet  slomber  him  abrade. 
!Nor  aeeme  too  suddeinly  him  t4>  invade : 
I  Still  as  she  stood,  she  heard  with  grievous  throb 
I  Him  grone,  as  if  hii  hart  were  peecea  made, 
;  And  with  moat  painefull  panga  to  sigh  and  sob, 
i  I^t  pittj  did  toe  rirgins  but  of  p^ence  rob. 
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At  last  foriJi  breaking  into  bitter  ^Aintee  9 

He  aajd ;  '*  O  soFerajne  Lowd  thii  lit'tt  on  hye 

And  raifl^  in  blis  emongst  thy  bleated  aainteiv 

How^wr^  thpu  auoh  anameML  crndtar 

Soloiig  nnwreaked'c^tliineenmijl 

Or  hast  thon.  Lord,  of  good  mens  oanae  no  lieedP 

Or  doth  thj  iustice  ale^e  and  silent  ly  P 

What  booteth  then  the  good  and  rigfaieoos  deed* 

If  goodnesse  find  no  grace,  nor  righteoosnesse  no  meed! 

"If  good  find  grace,  and  righteoosneeiewaxd,  10 

Why  then  is  4y9F»^  ffl  <y^Tft  h***^ 

Sith  that  ifioreboonteons  creature  never  &/d 

On  foot  upon  the  face  of  living  land! 

Or  if  that  hevenly  iostiee  may  withstand 

e  wrongfnU  outrage  of  unrighteous  ment 

'  Y  then  is  Busirane  with  wicked  hand 
red,  these  seven  monethes  day,  in  secret  den 

y  lady  and  my  love  so  cruelly  to  pen  1 

"  Mv  lady  and  my  lore  is  cruelly  pend  11 

In  dolefiul  darkenes  from  the  vew  of  dav, 

Whilest  deadly  torments  doe  her  qhastbieflt.jtend« 

And  the  sharpe  Steele  doth  rive  hdfnart  in  twi^, 

AU JJM^she  Scudamore  jjli-aot  denay. 

YeTthou,  vile  man,  vile  Scudamore,  art  sound, 

Ne  canst  her  ayde,  ne  canst  her  foe  dismay ; 

Unworthy  wretch  to  tread  upon  the  groundi, 

For  whom  so  faire  a  lady  feeles  so  sore  a  wound." 

There  an  huge  heape  of  singulfes  did  opprasse  12 

His  stru^ling  soule,  and  swelling  throbB  empeach 
His  foltnng  toung  with  pangs  of  drerinesse, 
Choking  the  remnant  of^his  plaintife  speacht 
As  if  his  dayes  were  come  to  their  last  reach. 
Which  when  she  heard,  and  saw  the  ghastly  fit 
Threatning  into  his  life  to  make  a  breach. 
Both  with  great  ruth  and  terrour  she  was  smit. 
Fearing  least  from  her  cage  the  wearie  soule  wold  flit 

13 


Whereas  no  living  creature  he  mistooke. 

With  great  indi^aunce  he  that  si^ht  forsooke, 

And,  oowne  agame  himaclfe  disdamefully 

Abiecting,  th'  earth  with  his  faire  forhead  strooke: 

Which  the  bold  virgin  seeing,  gan  apply 

Fit  meddne  to  his  griefe,  ana  spake  thui  0Q>itxtei&9^ 
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"  Ah !  gentlest  knijght  alive,"  sayd  Scadamore,  19 

"  What  huge  heroicke  magnanimity 

Dvrells  in  thy  bounteous  brest  P  what  couldst  thou  more, 

If  shee  were  thine,  and  thou  as  now  am  IP 

O  spare  th j  happy  daies,  and  them  apply 

To  better  boot;  out  let  me  die  that  ought : 

More  is  more  losse;  one  is  enough  to  d^V 

"  Life  is  not  lost,*'  said  she,  **  for  which  is  bought 

Endlesse  renowm;  that,  more  then  death,  is  to  be  sought.** 


Thus  she  at  length  persuaded  him  to  rise,  20 

And  with  her  wend  to  see  what  new  suocesse 

Mote  him  befall  uoon  new  enterprise : 

His  armes,  which  ne  had  yowed  to  disprofesse. 

She  gathered  up,  and  did  about  him  dresse, 

And  ms  forwandred  steed  unto  him  gott : 

So  forth  they  both  jrfere  make  their  progrtoe, 

And  march,  not  past  the  mountenaunce  of  a  shott. 

Till  they  arriv'd  whereas  their  purpose  they  did  p^ott. 

There  they  dismounting  drew  their  weapons  bold,  21 

And  stoutly  came  unto  tIteLxaatk_gate, 

Whereas  no  gate  they  iound  them  to  withhold, 

!Xor  ward  to  waite  at  morne  and  evening  late ; 

But  in  the  porch  that  did  them  sore  amate, 

A  £amiiigjire  ymkt  withsmottldry  smoke 

And  stinking  sulphure,  that  with  grieily  hate 

And  dreadfiul  horror  did  aU  entraunce  choke, 

Enforced  them  their  forward  footing  to  revoke. 

Greatly  thereat  was  Britomart  dismayd,  22 

Ne  in  that  stownd  wist  how  herselfe  to  beare; 
For  daunger  vaine  it  were  to  have  assayd 
That  cruell  element,  which  all  things  feare, 
Ne  none  can  suffer  to  approachen  neare : 
And,  turning  backe  to  Scudaniour,  thus  sayd ; 
**  What  monstrous  enmity  provoke  we  here? 
Foolliardy  as  th'  earthes  children,  the  which  made 
Batteill  against  the  gods,  so  we  a  god  invade. 

"  Daunger  without  discretion  to  attempt,  23 

Inglorious,  beast-like,  is :  therefore.  Sir  Knight, 

Aread  what  course  of  you  is  safest  dempt. 

And  how  we  with  our  foe  mav  come  to  fight." 

"  This  is,"  quoth  he,  "  the  dolorous  dcspight, 

W^hich  earst  to  you  I  playnd :  for  neither  may 

This  fire  be  quencht  by  any  witt  or  might, 

Ne  yet  by  any  meanes  remov'd  away ; 

So  mighty  be  th'  enchauntments  wmch  the  same  do  «\;ql:j. 
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"  'Wliat  is  there  elle  bwt  cease  tliese  froiilesse  paines. 

And  leare  me  to  my  fiinner  lan^uhins ! 

Eaire  Amorctt  most  dwellin  wiok£d.ehBioeai 

And  Seudaniorp  here  die  with  eorrowint; !" 

"  Perd.T  not  bo."  saide  ahei? ;  "  for  sh&meful  thing 

Tt  were  t'sbandon  noble  clie™aiiiice. 

For  sLewe  of  perill,  without  venturing  : 

Rather,  let  try  extremities  of  ehaimoe 

Then  enterpnsed  pnise  for  dread  to  dissTannoe." 

Therewith,  reaok'd  to  prove  her  utmost  might. 
Her  ample  shield  she  tkrew  before  her  face. 
,  Aniliier  aword*  point  directing  forn  ard  ri^ht 
{  Aeeajld  the  flame;  the  which  eflesoonee  gave  iilac«. 
And  did  itsclfe  divide  with  equal!  space. 
That  through  she  passed ;  as  a  thonder-bolt 
Ferceth  the  vieldint;  ajre.  and  doth  displace 
The  soring  clouds  into  sad  ahowrcs  jiiiok ; 
So  to  bcr  jold  the  flames,  and  did  their  force  revolt 

Whom  whenaa  Scudamonr  saw  past  the  fire 

Safe  and  untoucht,  he  likewise  Ran  assay 

With  greedy  will  and  envious  desire. 

And  hade  the  stnbbome  flames  to  yield  him  way ; 

But  cruell  Mulciber  would  not  obay 

JTis  Uirf'fttruH  pride,  but  did  the  more  eu^nnent 

His  miphty  rage,  and  with  imperious  sway 

Him  forst,  maiUgre  hia  fercenes,  to  relent. 

And  backe  retire  M  scorcht  and  pitifully  brent 

With  huge  impatience  he  inly  awelt 

More  for  sreat  sorrow  that  he  conld  not  pas 

Then  for  the  bnming  torment  which  be  felt; 

That  with  fell  woodnes  he  effierced  was. 

And  wilfully  him  throwing  on  the  gras 

Did  beat  and  bounsc  hia  head  and  brest  full  sore : 

The  whiles  the  champtonesse  now  entred  has 

The  utmost  rowme,  and  past  the  foremost  dore ; 

The  ntmost  rowme  abounding  with  all  precious  stor-  - 

For.  ronnd  about  the  walla  ydothed  were 


That  the  rich  metall  lurked  privily," 

At  faining  to  be  bidd  from  envious  eye ; 

Tet  here  and  there,  and  every  where,  nnwaros. 

It  shewd  itflclfe  and  shone  unwiUiDgly  ; 

Like  to'  a  disoolourd  snake,  whose  h^den  snares      [clare*. 

IDutnigh  the  gceene  giu  his  ldngtinghTl>atnliht  Mtrk  do- 
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And  in  thofl^C  tap^  weren  fashioned  29 

Many  faire  p^mrmicts,  and  manj  a  fisdre  feate.: 

And  all  of  loTe,  and  al  of  lustj-hed, 

As  seemed  by  their  semblaunt,  did  entreat : 


hilome  foSjEtht 

Gainst  ail  the  godSHo  make  his  empirft  gr^\  > 

Besides  the  huge  massicres,  wBtelfnewrought 

On  mighty  kings  Sffd~kd8ars  into  thraldome  brought 

--      ■ r--  ^% 

Therein  was  writ  how  often  thondringO[oTe  I-  30 

Had  felt  the  point  of  his  hart-percing  oiurt, 

And,  leaving  neayens  kinffdome^  here  did  rove 

In  straunge  disguize,  to-auLke.  luQj^ding  smart ; 

Kow,  like  a  ram,  faire  Helle  topervarC 

Kow,  like  a  bull,  Europa  to  wilnAnW: 

Ah,  how  the  fearefull  ladies  tender  hart 

Did  lively  seeme  to  tremble,  when  she  saw 

The  huge  seas  under  her  t*  obay  her  servaunts  law! 

Soone  after  that,  into  a  golden  showre  31 

Himselfe  he  chaung'd,  faire  Danae  to  vew ; 

And  through  the  roofe  of  her  Strong  brasen  towre 

Did  raine  mto  her  lap  an  hony  dew ; 

The  whiles  her  foolish  garde,  that  little  knew 

Of  such^^ecfi^pt,  kept  th'  yron  dore  fast  bard. 

And  watcEttnat  none  should  enter  nor  issew ; 

Yainewasthewatcbr  and  boot}esse  all  the  ward, 

WhenasTEiErgSd  t<l^^lden  he^  himselfe  transfard. 

Then  was  he  tumd  into'a  snowy  swan,  32 

To  win  fair  J^da  to  his  lovely  trade : 

O  wondrous  sMl,  and  sweet  wit  of  the  man,  • 

That  her  in  dafifadillies  sleepiniD^  made 

From  scorching  heat  her  daintie  limbes  to  shade ! 

Whiles  thfiyProud  bird,  ruffing  his  fethers  wyde 

And  brushmg  his  faire  brest,  did  heripyade, 

She  slept ;  yet  twixt  her  eielids  closely  spyde 

How  towards  her  he  rusht,  and  smiled  at  his  pryde. 

Then  shewd  it  how  the  Thebane  Semdee,  33 

Deceivd  of  jealous  luno,  did'ireqirire 

To  see  him  m  his  soverayne  maiestee 

Armd  with  his  thunderbolts  and  lightning  fire, 

Whens  dearely  she  with  death  bought  her  desire. 

But  fair  Alcmena  better  match  did  make, 

loying  his  love  in  likenes  more  entire : 

Three  nights  in  one  they  say  that  for  her  sake 

He  then  did  pat>  her  pleasures  lenger  to  partake. 
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Titiw  w&g  he  ae^ne  in  Eoaring  en);;lcs  shape,  '. 

And  with  nide  wingps  to  beat  the  buxome  syre : 
Once,  when  he  wiilj  Aslerie  did  scape; 
Apaine,  ivlieuas  the  Troiane  boy  so  fajie. 
He  anatphl  from  Ida  hill,  and  with  him  bare : 
TTominius  delieht  it  wbB  there  to  behoViid- 
How  the  rude  ehepheards  al\er  hini  did  stare. 
Trembling  throucn  fore  least  down  he  fitllen  thould 
And  oflen  to  him  enllittg  to  lake  eurer  bould. 

In  Bat^rres  shape  Antiopn  he  snatt^it ;  9 

And  hke  a  fire,  when  he  Ae^tio'  assay d : 
A  shepeheard,  when  Mneinosmo  he  catcht ; 
And  like  n  P.-n^ut  to  l!io  Tlimr.-inii  mayd. 

■'.■*',.-■■:   .  r'''i  ji'.  !*■  T  ■■■■■(!;■-  ■  !>.iL.-cauDt3  playd. 


And  take  me  for  their  love,  whiles  lovr  to  earth  ia  gone." 

And  thou,  fairs  Phcehus,  in  thy  colours  bright  Si 

Wast  there  cnwoven.  and  the  Bad  distreaae 

In  which  that  boy  thee  plonged,  for  despight 

That  thou  bewray 'dst  his  mothers  wantonnesse, 

'When  Bhe  with  Mars  was  mevnt  in  joy(\ilnes»e :   . 

Forthy  he  thrild  (hee  with  a  leaden  dart 

To  love  fair  Daphne,  irhich  thee  loved  lease ; 

Lease  she  thee  lov'd  than  was  thy  inst  desart, 

7et  was  thy  lore  her  death,  and  her  death  was  thy  snuut. 

So  lovedst  tbon  the  lusty  Hyacinct ;  SH 

So  loredst  tbou  the  laire  Coronis  deare ; 
Tet  both  are  of  thy  haplesse  hand  extinct  i 
Yet  both  in  flowres  doe  hve  and  love  thee  beare. 
The  one  a  pauDce,  the  other  a  sweete-breare : 
For  Briefe  whereof,  ye  mote  have  lively  aeene 
The  god  himselfe  rending  bis  golden  heare. 
And  Dreaking  quit«  his  earloud  ever  greene. 
With  other  signee  of  sorrow  and  impatient  teenc. 

Both  for  those  two,  and  for  his  owne  deare  sonne,  SS 

The  Bonne  of  Chmene,  he  did  repent ; 

Who,  bold  to  guide  the  charet  of  the  sunne, 

Himaelfe  in  thousand  peeces  fondly  rent. 

And  all  the  world  with  flashing  fier  brent; 

So  bke,  that  all  the  walles  did  seeme  to  flame. 

Yet  eruell  Cupid,  not  herewith  content, 

font  him  eflaoonefl  to  follow  other  game. 

And  lore  a  ahephearda  d&agfater  for  nia  dearest  danw. 
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He  lored  Isse  for  his  dearest  dame,  |  39 

And  for  her  sake  her  cattell  fedd  awhile,     • 

And  for  her  sake  a  cowheard  yUe  became :  i 

The  servant  of  Admetos,  cowheard  vile,      \ 

Whiles  that  from  heayeu  he  suffered  enle*    . 

Long  were  to  teU  each  other  loveljr  fitt ;         \ 

Now,  like  a  lyon  hunting  after  spoile ;  ^  ^ 

Now,  like  a  hag ;  now,  l3ce  a  faulcon  flit : 

All  which  in  tliat  fairearras  was  most  Uyely  writ. 

Next  unto  him  wasf^eptunejpictured,  40 

In  his  divine  resemblauce  wtmdrous  lyke : 

His  face  was  rugged,  and  his  hoarie  hed 

Dropped  with  brackish  deaw :  his  threeforkt  pyke 

He  stearnly  shooke,  and  therwith  fierce  did  stiyke 

The  raging  billowes,  that  on  every  syde 

They  trembling  stood,  aiid  made  a  long  broad  dyke, 

That  his  swift  charet  might  have  passage  wyde. 

Which  foure  great  hippodames  did  draw  in  teem-wise  tyde. 

His  seahorses  did  sceme  to  snort  amayne,  41 

And  from  their  nosethrUles  blow  the  onmie  streame 

That  made  the  sparckling  waves  to  smoKC  agayn 

And  flame  with  gold ;  but  the  white  fomy  cream^ 

Did  shine  with  silver,  and  shoot  forth  his  beame : 

The  god  himselfe  did  pensive  seeme  and  sad. 

And  liong  adowuc  his  head  as  he  did  dreame ; 

For  pnvy  love  his  bj^est  empierced  had, 

Ne  onghHmtdeard  Bisaltis  Ay  could  make  him  glad. 

He  loved  eke  Iphimedia  deare,        ^  42 

And  Aeolus  faire  daughter,  Arn^  hight, 

For  whom  he  turned  himselfe  into  a  steare, 

And  fedd  on  fodder  to  beguile  her  si^ht. 

Also,  to  win  Deucalions  daughter  bnght. 

He  turned  himselfe  into  a  dolphin  fa^e; 

And,  like  a  winged  horse,  he  tooke  his  flight 

To  snaky-locke  Medusa  to  repayre. 

On  whom  he  got  foire  Pegasus  that  flittcth  in  the  ayre. 

Next  Saturn^  was,  (but  who  would  ever  weene  43 

That  suUein'Saturne  ever  weend  to  love  P 

Yet  love  is  sullein,  and  SatiSmlike  seene. 

As  he  did  for  Erigone  it  prove,) 

That  to  a  centaurc  did  himselfe  transmoye. 

So  proov'd  it  eke  that  gratio»i8  god  of  wine, 

When,  for  to  compasse  Phiiliras  hard  love. 

He  tumd  himselfe  into  a  fruitfull  vine. 

And  into  her  faire  bosome  made  his  grapes  dec^nft* 


Ne  did  he  spare  (so  cniell  wt 
Hii  owne  deare  mother,  (ah ! 
Ke  did  he  spare  sometime  to 
Hiat  he  might  tAste  the  swee 
Which  he  had  wrought  to  ml 
Sai  to  declare  the  mouni^l 
And  Epoiles  wherewith  he  all 
More  eath  to  number  with  be 
&gh  heren  beholdei  tod  love 

EingB,  queenes,  lords,  ladie*,  k 
Were  heap'd  together  with  th 
And  mlDgled  wilh  the  raskall 
Without  re«pect  of  penon  or  < 
To  shew  D&a  Cupida  powre  ai 
And  round  about  a  border  was 
Of  broken  bowea  and  arrowes  i 
And  a  long  bloodv  river  throu^ 
So  lively,  and  ao  Uke,  that  livii 

And  at  the  upper  end  of  that  f] 
Thero  waa  an  altar  built  of  prei 
Of  paaiing  valew  and  of  ^rmt  I 
On  nhich  there  elood^aa  una^ 
Q^ma^fffHd,  which'with  b  li 
And  wingei  it  had  with  soudrj 
Uore  Bond^  colours  then  the  i 
Bearea  in  hia  boasted  fan,  or  h 
When  her  diacolourd  bow  ■Kn  • 


And  nnderneatli  hia  feet  was  uritteii  Qxxu,  i9 

Unlo  tke  Victor  (f  tke  godi  thii  be§; 

And  all  the  people  in  toAt  ample  hoiu        'v. 

Did  to  that  image  bowe  their  nnmble  knee,  I 

And  oft  committed  £is]e_!ilaU(ree.  / 

That  wondrous  sight  &ire Britomar^miSEd, 

Ne  seeing  could  her  wonder  satiafie,^         ' 

But  ever  nfOre  and  more  u_p6n  it  gud, 

Tbe  whiles  the  poatiug  briKntnea  her  frule  scnCM  daid. 

Tho,  as  she  backward  cast  her  buaie  eye  60 

To  search  each  secrete  of  that  goodly  sted, 
Qier  tho  dare  thus  written  she  did  spye, 
-BftJ/pl^:  sUa'oIl'and'ofi'H'oTW^rei!, 
Yet  could  not  find  what  senoe  it  figured : 
But  whatso  were  therein  or  writ  or  menW 
She  was  no  whit  thereby  diaconroged. 
From  proseeuting  of  her  firat  intent,  ' 

But  forwud  with  bold  steps  intolUie  next  roomd went 

Much  fayrer  then  the  former  wa*  that  roome,  61 

And  riehher,  by  many  partes,  aroyd; 
For  not  with  arras  made  in  painefiill  loome, 
But.withiiui£.gi^  tt-alLiEaaosexlayd, 

WrougnTKith  wilde.antickes  which  their  iblliMpbyd 
In  the  rich  metall,  as  they  living  were ;  — ^       .   . 

[  A  thousand  monstrous  formes  therein  were  made,  ]  ' 
Such  as  false  Love  doth  oft  upon  hicn  weare ;  ^.. 

'   For  love  in  thousond  monstrous  formee  doth  oft  appcare. 

And,  all  about,  the  gliatring  wiillca 
With  warlike.jpeiilfis,.and  with    ' 
r\f^i.x.(i ; J  „_ 


To  eruell  love,  and  wrought  their  oi „  __ . 

Their  swerda  and  spercs  were  broke,  and  haaberquen  rent, 
And  their  proud  ^rlonda  of  tryumphont  bayes 
Trodden  ia  duat  with  fury  insolent. 
To  shew  the  victors  might  and  mennlefls  intcDl. 

The  warhke  ma;rd,  beholding  earnestly  E 

The  goodly  ordmaunce  of  this  rich  place. 

Did  greatly  wonder;  ne  could  satisQ' 

Her  greedy  eyes  with  gazing  a  long  space: 

But  more  she  mervaild  that  no  footingH  trace 

If  or  wight  appesrd,  but  wasteflill  emptineu 

And  solemne  silence  over  all  that  place: 

Straunge  thing  it  seem'd,  that  none  wa«  to  poHMW 

So  rich  purreyannee,  ne  them  keepe  witk  cax«f\^Ui£ue. 
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_ .  ... iia'd,  yet  could 

]t)-  any  ridling  sVdl  or  comrauae  wit.. 
At  lust  she  Epyde  at  that  ronmeB  apper  end 
.toothcr^ron  clore,  on  whicli  vaa  writ, 
'  5e  not  iw^oTST^lieKlo  tiiough  elie  did  bend 
Her  earnest  minde,  yet  irist  not  nliiLt  it  miglit  Intrad*. 

Thus  she  there  wayted  untoU  eventjde, 
Yet  living  creature  none  siie  saw  appeare. 
And  now  Bad  ahaJowea  gun  the  world  to  hvde 
From  mortall  vew.  and  irrap  in  dftrkenes  drearei 

Y«t  Tin,.l:(  ~\..,  liv-ilThT  "OTrv  BrjTies.  for  feare 

And  her  welpointed  wepons  did  about  her  dresBe, 


mont  Ibmogh  cbHrmc«  dvcayd. 

Tho,  whenaa  cliearclesse  niglit  ycorered  had 

Fayre  heaven  with  an  universall  clon  d, 

That  every  wifiht  dismayd  ivith  darltenes  sad 

In  silence  and  in  slecpe  tbemselTes  did  shrowd, 

She  heard  a  shrillioe  trompet  sound  aloivd, 

Signeof  nigh  hattaill,  or  gotTviflory: 

!N ought  therewith  daunted  was  her  courage  proud. 

But  rather  Btird  to  cruell  enmity. 

£ipecting  ever  when  some  foe  she  might  descry. 

With  that,  an  hideous  storme  of  winde  arose, 
"With  dreadt'uU  thunder  and  lightning  atwixl^ 
And  an  earthquake,  as  if  it  gtrei^ht  would  lose 
The  worlds  foundations  from  his  centre  Hit : 
A  direful!  stench  of  smoke  and  Bulpbure  mixt 
Enaewd,  whoee  noyaunce  fild  the  fearefull  sted 
From  the  fourth  liowre  of  night  untill  the  siit ; 
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ThoDgh  mneh  emmov'd, 


AU  Hnddeioly  &  atoi^ii;^  whirlwind  blew  8 

Throughout  the  Bouse,  tEircE^ped  oreiy  dore. 

With  which  that  yron  wicket  open  flew, 

A^  it  with  mighty  levers  had  bene  tore; 

And  forth  yssewd,  as  on-  the  readie  flore 

Of  Bome  the&tre,  ^gravg  penioQjmii.,  i. 

^lat  in  hjg  hand  aEraancEofTanrelVbore. 

With  bdmeiy  haveotir  Affil  ooa'nt'naniw  sage, 

Tclad  in  coatly  gannenta  fit  for  tragicke  atage. 

Proceeding  to  the  midst  he  atil  did  Btand,  4 

Ab  if  in  minde  he  aomewhat  had  to  say ; 
And  to  the  ruliinre  beckoing  with  hia  hand. 
In  BJgue  of  silence,  aa  to  htin  a  play, 

Bj  lively  actions  he'gan  ^wra^ 
Some  argument  of  matt«r  passioned ; 
Which  doen,  he  baoke  retyred  soft  away, 
And  passing  by.  hii  name  discovered. 
Ease,  otkhis  robc'^m~30lden letters  cyphered. 

The  noble  mayd  still  standing  all  this  vewd,  5 

And  mcrvcild  at  his  straungc  intendimenti 

With  that  a  ioyoua  lUkmship  iaaewd  \ 

Qf  minstrales  mailing  goodly  merimeut, 

^?T^i  wanton  bsrdea,  and  ivmers  impudent; 

All  which  togelher  song  full  choarefully 

A  lay  of  loves  delight  with  sweet  concent; ') 

After  whom  marcbt  a  iolly  company. 

In  manner  of  a  moake,  enranged  orderly.  Sy 

The  whiles  a  most  dehtious  harmony  6 

In  full  strauDge  notes  was  sweetly  heard  to  aoond. 

That  tlie  rare  sweetnesse  of  the  melody 

Tbe  feeble  sencea  wholy  did  confound. 

And  the  fravle  soule  in  deepe  delight  nigh  drowndi 

And,  when  it  c^ast.  shrill  troiupgts  lowd  did  bray. 

That  their  report  did  far  away  rebound; 

And.  when  lliey  ceast,  it  gan  againe  to^lay. 

The  wbdes  the  maskers  marched  forth  m  trim  turtLT. 

The  first  waa  Fanny,  like  a  lovely  boy  7 

Of  rare  aspect  and  beaulie  without  peare, 

Matchable  either  to  that  ympe  of  Iroy, 

^Vliom  love  did  love  and  cboso  his  cup  to  b«arei 

Or  that  same  daiutie  lad.  which  was  so  deare 

To  great  Alcides,  that,  whenas  he  dyde, 

He  walled  womanlike  with  many  a  teare, 

And  every  wood  and  every  valley  wydo 

He  fiUd  with  Hylas  aame ;  the  nympWekeSfAuers^ 
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'Ihhi  in  the  jrdle  i^Te  he  mc 

And  him  beside  raarcht  amc 
"VNTio  seemd  of  rj'per  yeares 
Yet  was  that  other  swayue  l 
And  gave  him  beinj^,  coramL 
His  carment  was  dismiyscd: 
And  his  embrodered  bonet  s; 
Twixt  both  his  liands  few  sp: 
Which  still  he  blew  and  ]aW\ 
That  Boone  they  life  conceiv'c 

Next  after  him  wen^^feoubl,^ 
In  a  discolpur'd  cote  ofitraui 
ThaTat  his  backe  a  brode  capi 
And  sleeves  dependannt  Albai 
He  lookt  askeK^sUkiu&Juisti 
And  nycely  trode,  as  themes  1 
Or  that  the  flore  to  shrinke  he 
And  on  a  broken  reed  he  still  c 
His  feeble  steps,  which  shrunc 

With  him  weni  Daunger^  clotl 
Made  of  beares  skin,  uiat  him 
Yet  his  owne  face  was  dreadfii 
Straunge  horrour  to  deforme  b 
A  net  m  th'  one  hand,  and  a  n 
ti  th'^other  was ;  this  Mischie 
With  th*  one  his  foes  he  threat 
With  th'  other  he  his  friends  n 

For  \r}ir»T*»  l^ «  -  -     '  ' 
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With  him  weuo  Hope  ifa  rancka,  a  handwme  myd,  ] 

Of  ehearefuU  looke  ftnd  lovely  to^bohold;  ~ 

la  silken  samite  the  was  tight  uayd. 

And  her  fayre  iockes  were  woven  up  IQ  gold : 

Slie  al^ity.8aufld,  and  in  her  hand  did  hold 

AirEgl^- watecjpri  n  ekle.  dipt  id  deowe, 

Wi(H  which  Bhe  Bprinckled  faronra  manifold 

On  whom  she  list,  aad  did  great  liking  gheowe. 

Great  liking  nnto  many,  but  true  love  to  feowe. 

And  after  them  pisBemblaunog^and  Suspect'-  ] 

MariM  in  one  rsnctce,  yet  an  nnequall  poire ; 

Fo^she  was  gentle  and  of  milde  aspect, 

Courteous  to  all  and  Beaming  debonaire, 

Goodly  adorned  and  eiceeding  fwre; 

Yi^t  was  that  all  but  paynted-aDd.pilch90^ 

And  her  bright  Urowe*  were  deckt  with  borrowed  haire ; 

Hut  deciUs  were  forged,  and  her  words  false  coynd, 

And  al wares  in  her  hand  two  clewes  of  silke  she  twynd ; 

Jiut  he  yrag 

Under  his  t , „_, 

And  ever,  as  Disscmblaunec  lau^ht  oi 
Her  lownl  on  her  with  daunserous  eye-glaunce, 
^?hewing  bis  nature  in  his  couuteaauneo ; 
Itis  rolling  cies  did  never  rest  in  place, 
Uut  walkte  eoch'wheri)  ftiffeare  of  bid  miscbaanco, 
iliildini;  alattis  still  before  his  face. 
Through  which  he  atti  did  peep  as  forward  he  did  pace- 
Next  him  went  Gricfc  and  "Fary  matebt  yferoj 
Griefe  all  in  sable  sorrowfully  clad, 
Downe  b:mjiing  iiis  dull  UeaU  with  bea»j  chere. 
Yet  inly  being  more  then  Beeining  sod: 
A  paire  ofpincers  in  his  liand  Imluuli         i- 
Viiik  wKctl  he  pinched  people  to  the  hart. 
That  from  thenceforth  a  wretched  life  they  ladd, 
In  willfull  languor  and  consuming  smart, 
Dying  each  day  with  inward  wounds  of  dolonrs  dart. 

But  Fury  was  full  ill  apparelled 
In  niga.  that  naked  nigh  she  did  appeare, 
W'hitb  gkully  looks  and  dreadful!  dreribed; 
Aud  from  her  baekc  her  garments  she  did  tears,  \ 
And  froiii  her  head  ofte  rent«  her  snarled  heare : ) 
In  her  right  hand  a  lirebrand  shee  did  tosso        '' 
About  lier  head,  still  roaming  here  and  there ; 
Aa  a  dismayed  deare  in  eliace  erabost. 
Forgetfull  of  his  lafety,  bath  his  right  way  loib. 

DS2 
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AfW  (berawent  Displeasure  andPleasftimce, 

He  1<)"'  'tii;  iompisb  and  full  sullein  aad, 

And  liuupiic  downs  bis  heavy  coimtenauna? ; 

She  i^iiearfull,  fre»h,  &od  full  of  iojaunce  glad, 

Aa  if  no  sotToiT  she  ne  felt  ne  drad; 

Tlist  evill  mati'bcd  paire  tliey  soi'md  to  bee: 

An  angiy  n  R»<f  e  lii'  one  in  s.  liall  bad. 

H'otU«rjn  liers  an  bony  lady.bee. 

Tbufi  mnrched  Ibwe  sii  iouples  forth  in  faire  degieo. 
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She  dolefull  lady,  like  a  dreai?  spri^ht 
CaldtocO^Jnit  chHTTnes  out  oleterniill  nisht, 
EadDeBtfi^  own  yroaoe  tipird  in  ber  face. 
Full  of  Bad  si^meB,  fearfull  to  living  eight; 
Yet  in  that  horror  shewd  a  Beemely  grace. 
And  (rilh  ber  feeble  fecte  did  move  a  comely  pace. 

Her  brest  all  naked,  m>  nett  yvnry 

TVithoOl  flilome  of  gold  or  silver  brigbl, 

W  herewith  the  craftesinan  wonts  it  beautily. 

Of  her  dew  honour  was  deepoyled  quight ; 

Andawida  wound  therein  (O  rueful!  eight!) 

Entrenehed  deep  with  knyfe  accursed  keene, 

Yet  freably  bleeding  forth  her  fainting  eprigbt, 

(The  worke  of  erueil  hand)  waa  to  be  seene. 

That  dyde  in  sanguine  red  her  akin  all  snowy  clecne. 

At  that  wide  orifice  her  tcemhliogJiait 
'  Was  drawne  forth,  and  in  silver  basin  layd, 
;  Quite  throngh  transfixed  wiili  a  deadly  ilart. 
And  in  her  blood  vet  ateeming  fres'h'  embay d. 
And  those  two  villeins  {which  her  eteps  iipstayd, 
When  her  weake  leete  could  scarcely  her  sustaine. 
And  fading  vitall  powreg  gan  to  fade.) 
Her  forward  still  with  torture  did  conBtraine, 
And  evermore  encreaaed  her  consuming  paine, 

Kelt  afler  her,  the  winged  god-bimeelfe 
Came  nding  on  a  hqn_ravenoHs, 
Taught  Cobay  the  menage  of  that  elfe 
That  man  and  beast  with  ponTe  imperious 
Subdewetb  to  his  kinsdome  tyrannous  : 
_His  blindfold  eies  he  bad  awliilc  unbiode. 
That  hie  proud  s^ileof  tbot  same  dolorous 
Faire  dame  he  might  behold  in  i»erfect  kinde ; 
'Wbicb  seene,  he  mudk  reiojced  in  bia  cruell  minds. 
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Of  which  fill  prowd,  himself  nprearing  hye 

He  looked  round  about  with  steme  diBdajike, 

And  did  durTaj'  hij  goodlv  companyj 

Aud,  tnarBhalling  the  evil-ordered  trnyne, 

"VVitli  that  the  darts  which  his  richt  hand  did  itnine 

Full  dreadfullr  he  shooke,  that  all  did  quake, 

And  clapt  on  hje  his  ooulonrd  winges  twaine, 

That  all  his  many  it  afTraide  did  make : 

Tho,  blinding  him  ag&ine,  hia  way  he  forth  did  take. 

Behinde  him  wan  Iteprodi,  RepentaunH.  Shame  j 
Uteprocb  the  firat,  Sbiime  neit.  Bepent  behiad»r' 
Bepcntaunce  feeble,  soirowfull,  and  lame ; 
Hcproch  desfightful,  carelease,  and  nnkinde; 
Sb^ine  most  iirfavourd,  bcstiall,  and  bitnde : 
Sbune  lowrd,  Bepentaunce  sigbd,  Beproch  did  tconld; 
K^proch  sliarpe  Btings,  Sepentannce  whips  entwinde, 
Sliamo  burning  brond-yroaa  in  her  hand  did  holdi 
All  three  to  each  unlike,  yet  all  made  in  one  mould. 

And  alter  them  a  rude  confused  rout 

Of  persons  flockt,  whose  names  is  hard  to  read: 

Kniongat  them  was  steme  Strift>;  and  Aoger  Stoat; 

Unquiet  Care;  and  fond- Unthrifty  head; 

Lewd  Loase  of  Time;  and  Sorrow  seeming  dead; 

Inconptnnt  Chaunge;  andfalge  Disloyally; 

Consuming  Riotiac;  and  guilty  Xlread 

Of  lieftveQly  vengeauncc;  faint  Infirmity; 

Vile  Forerty;  and,  lastly,  Dirath  with  infamy. 

There  were  full  many  moe  like  nudsdies. 
Whose  names  and  natures  I  note  readen  well ; 
So  many  moe,  as  there  be  phantasies 
In  wavering  wemens  witt,  that  none  can  tell- 
Or  paines  in  love,  or  punishments  in  hell : 


Into  the  ii 

So  BOOne  as  they  were  in,  the  dore  streightway 

Fast  locked,  driven  with  that  stormy  blast 

"Which  first  it  opened,  and  bore  all  awaj-. 

Then  the  brave  maid,  which  al  this  while  was  plart 

Id  secret  shade,  and  saw  both  first  and  last, 

Isaewed  forth  aud  went  unto  the  dore        , 

To  enlcr  in,  but  fownd  if  locked  fast; 

In  raine  she  thought  with  rigorous  uprore 

For  to  efioice,  when  charmcc  bad  oloeed  il  tian. 


Oat  of  her  secret  itand  tha 

/  AB  that  day  she  ootwore  id 
:  And  fazing  on  that  chambe 
Till  that  againe  tfap  ■■TOi'i  ' 
Her  covered  withher  bbUb  ■ 
WhereTith  the  worldi  faire 
Then,  when  the  second  watc 
That  braaen  (lore  flew  open,  ; 
Bold  Britomart,  as  she  had  li 
Nether  of  jdle  ehowea  nor  ol 


Tall  those  personi  which  ahi 
lot  lo !  they  atrcight  were  vai 
Ne  hvinR  wight  the  saw  in  all 
Save  that  same  woefuii  lad;-;  I 
WereTdtmcTeii  rast,Tiardid  h 
'  And  her  amall  waste  girt  rown 
Unto  a  braaen  pillour,  by  the  i 

And,  her  before,  the  nle  enchi 

Fiiroring  straoDge  ^artcfers  < 

With  living  blood  he  those  ehi 

[-'Dreadfully  dropping  from  her 

/  Seeming  transfiied  with  a  cni> 

^  And  all  perforee  to  make  her  h 

Ah!  who  can  love  the  worker- 

A  thousand  chnrmea  he  formnt 
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From  her,  to  whom  bis  fury  Gnit  he  ment,  I 

Tlie  wicked  weapon  rashly  he  did  wrest. 

And,  turning  tolierselfe  his  fell  intent, 

Uffiwcs  it^Uook-e  into  hfir-angwie  oheit, 

Thatlitle  drops  empurpled  her  faire  brest. 

Exceeding  wroth  therewith  the  rii^n  grew, 

Albe  the  wound  were  nothioK  dt'epe  iinpreat. 

And  fiercely  Torth  her  mortal!  blade  the  drew. 

To  give  him  the  reword  for  such  Tile  outrage  dew. 

So  mishtilr  she  smote  him,  that  to  ground  : 

He  fell  halfe  dead;  next  strobe  him  ahoold  htm  alaine, 

,'  Had  not  the  lad;;  which  bjr  .Mm  stood  bound, 
0eraly_unto  her  ciilled  to  aljgtiiUiB  ' 
froiii  doui^Jbim  1^  ^y;  ^ftLfUftfl  ^^^  Dftir" 
Hhould  be  rem^dikMe;  sitE  none  but  hee 
Wliii-h  wrought  it  could  the  same  recare  aaaine. 

,    Tlierewith  she  stayd  her  hand,  loth  stayd  to  bee; 
--    For  life  she  him  cnvyde,  and  long'd  revenge  to  see. 

And  to  him  said ;  "  Thou  wicked  man,  whose  meed 

For  so  huge  misctiiefc  and  vile  villany 

Ts  dt'uth.  or  if  tliat  ought  doe  death  exceed ; 

lie  Dure  that  nought  may  save  thee  IVom  to  dji 

But  if  that  thou  this  dame  do  presently 

Kostore  unto  her  health  nud  former  state ; 

This  doe,  and  live ;  els  dye  undoubteiUy." 

He.  glad  of  life,  that  lookt  for  death  but  late. 

Did  yield  hiniselfe  right  willing  to  proloug  hu  date : 

/And  rising  up  gan  Btreight  to  over-looke  ', 

,'  Thiifli'  cursed  leaves,  his  charmes  back  to  reverw! 
^  Full  ilrcadfuU  Ihingm  out  of  that  balefull  booke 
Hf  red.  and  meastir'd  many  a  sad  rerse. 
That  horrour  nan  the  virgins  hart  to  perse. 
And  her  faire  locks  up  stared  atiffe  on  end, 
llonriiia  him  those  same  bloody  ivnes  reherse; 
And,  all  the  while  he  red.  she  did  extend 
Her  sword  high  over  him.  if  ought  he  did  offend. 

Anon  she  gan  perceive  the  houae  to  quake,  ! 

And  all  thf  dorrs  to  rattle  round  abaati 

Yet  all  that  did  not  her  disniaied  make. 

Nor  slack  her  threatfull  hand  for  daungers  dout, 

But  still  with  stedfaat  eye  and  courage  stout 

Ab')de,  to  wcet  what  end  would  come  of  all; 

At  last  that  mightie  cliaine,  which  round  about 
jHn  tender  waste  was  wound,  odowne  gan  fftll, 
I  And  that  great  braaeu  pillouT  broke  in  peeeea  noB^L 


mm 

'esae  gnefc  endured  H 

£2  *ore.  and  m'tl.  ^  i      '^"  '■'•d 

g';>l..I...L«"'efe''e':-|,T' 
5?  bound  thai  niit^.  '  ."J'Tcw 
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More  eaaie  ueew  ncnr  then  sntr&nce  Uta 

She  found;    for  nnwj^ipt  f^l;na.^  .^l^ft■l^^■1ll  flajm, 
Wliii-h  i-hnlfl-  t.lin  ppwili  fif.lliiit    li »iii4  {^ste 

Ancl^paMago  bard  tn  ,1^^;  tbftT  t^jthfj  flMBf 

And  gave  her  leave  at  pleasure  forth  to  pasBe. 

Tk'  enchaunter  selfe,  which  all  that  fraud  did  frame 

To  have  efforat  the  love  of  that  faire  lawe, 

Seeiug  hi«  worke  now  if  aated,  deepe  eaKiiaved  wm. 

But  wbeD  die  victoresse  arrived  there 
^Yhe^e  Iat«  she  left  the  peaaife  Scudamore 
With  her  own  tniety  squire,  both  full  of  feare, 
Neither  of  them  she  found  where  she  them  lore: 
Thereat  her  noble  hart  wea  stouiBht  aore  j 
But  most  faire  Amoret,  whose  gentle  spnght 
Now  (■an  to  feode  od  hope,  which  ahe  before 
,  Conceived  had,  to  see  her  own  dearo  knight 
VBeing  thereof  beguyld,  was  £ld  with  new  afiright. 


His  expectation  to  deapaire  did  tumo, 
MisdcKmigg  sureJljaLuecihoae  flames  did  burne; 
A^JJlfitefore  ^n  advize  witt'Eer  old  sqnire, 
Whoher  deare  nouralings  losae  no  lease  did  moume. 
Thence  to  depart  for  further  aide  t'  enquire : 
Where  lot  them  wend  at  will,  whilest  here  I  doe  respire. 


THE  FOURTH  BOOKE 
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THE    PAERIE    QUEEN 

CT'  ^^(gf  nn  of  CTambt!  ann  SEiiamontt,  at  of  JritnUsttp. 


9  and  aSkires  of  Etute. 
My  Icxiwr  rimes,  I  wote,  doth  sharply  wile 
For  praising  loTc  s»  1  hare  done  of  late, 
And  mocnifying  lorm  deare  debate: 
By  whicli  fraile  youth  is  oft  of  follie  lod, 
Tlirouch  fake  aUiirement  of  tliat  pleiuing  baite, 
Tliat  better  were  in  verlues  dist'ipled. 
Then  with  Taine  pt'emeB  weeds  to  have  their  faneiea  fc 

Snch  onea  ill  iudge  of  loTe.  that  cannot  lore, 

Ne  in  their  froaen  hearts  feele  kindly  flame ; 

Forthy  they  ought  not  thing  unknowne  reprove, 

Ke  naturall  affection  faultlesse  blame 

For  fault  of  few  that  have  abuad  the  same  ■ 

For  it  of  honor  and  alt  vertue  is 

The  roote,  and  brings  forth  glorious  floTrres  of  fame. 

That  crowne  trne  lovers  with  immortall  blia, 

The  meed  of  them  that  love,  and  do  not  live  amisse. 

Which  whoso  list  looke  backe  to  former  ages. 

And  call  to  connC  the  tliinga  thnt  then  were  donne. 

Shall  find  that  nil  the  warkes  of  those  wise  sagea, 

And  bravo  esploils  which  great  heroes  wonne, 

In  love  were  either  er.ded  or  begiinne ; 

"Witnense  the  father  of  PUilosopliie, 

Which  to  his  Critias,  shaded  oft  from  Bunne, 

Of  love  full  manie  lessons  did  apply. 

The  whieh  these  stoicke  censoim  cannot  well  deny. 

To  Bnch  therefore  I  do  not  sing  at  ail ; 

But  to  that  sacred  saint  my  sovcraigne  queene. 

Id  whose  ehast  brest  all  bountie  natural! 

And  treasures  of  true  love  enlocked  becue, 

Bove  all  her  seie  that  ever  yet  was  scene ; 

To  her  I  sing  of  love,  (hat  lovelh  best. 

And  best  ia  lov'd  of  all  alive  I  weene; 

To  her  this  song,  most  fitly  is  addrest,  [ 

The  Queeoe  of  Love,  and  Prince  of  Peace  from  hi 
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Which  that  iha  maf  the  better  deiene  to  hniSi 
Do  thon,  dread  infant,  Veniu  deBrliiis  dove. 
From  her  high  Bpirit  chase  imperious  lean. 
And  use  of  airtufl  msiestie  ramore : 
Insted  thereof  with  drops  of  meltimt  lore, 
Deawd  witli  ambroeiall  kisaes,  b;  thee  gotten 
'^     n  thj  sneete-Emylino  mother  from  ftbove. 


0^ 


she  mar  hearke  to  lore,  and  reade  this  lesion  ofWo. 


Of  lorera  sad  calamities  of  old 

Full  many  piteous  stories  doe  Temaine, 

Kilt  none  more  piteous  erer  was  ytold 

Tlien  that  of  Amorets  hart-binding  chaine, 

And  this  of  Florimpls  unwortliie  paino : 

The  deare  compasaion  of  whose  bitter  fit 

illy  softned  heart  so  sorely  doth  conatraine. 

That  I  with  teares  full  oft  doe  pittie  it, 

And  oft<'ntime8  doe  wish  it  never  had  bene  writ. 

For,  from  the  time  that  Seudamonr  her  bought 

In  perilous  fifiht,  siie  never  ioyed  day ; 

A  perilous  liiflit!  when  he  with  force  her  brought 

From  twentie  kni(;h(s  tliat  did  him  all  assay ; 

Yet  faireiy  well  lie  did  them  all  dismay, 

And  with  sreat  ^lorie  both  the  shield  of  Lore 

And  eke  the  ladie  selfe  be  brought  away ; 

Whom  having  wedded,  as  did  him  behove, 

A  new  unknowen  miscKiefe  did  from  him  remove. 

For  that  Bnmo  vile  enchnuntour  Busyran, 
The  Tery  selfe  sume  day  that  she  was  wedded. 
Amidst  the  bridale  feast,  whiieat  every  man 
BiirebHrg'd  with  wine  were  hecdiesse  and  ill-hedded. 
All  bent  to  mirth,  before  the  bride  was  bedded, 
Broiislit  in  that  ma^k  of  love  whieh  late  was  showeu; 
And  there  the  ladie  ill  of  friends  bestedded. 
By  way  of  sport,  as  oft  in  niaskes  is  knowen. 
Conveyed  quite  aw^y  to  living  wight  unksoweo. 
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Sercn  monptba  he  so  her  kept  in  bitter  smart. 

Because  lii*i  sinfiill  lust  she  would  not  terve, 

Untiil  auch  tinie  as  noble  Brilomart 

Beleased  her.  lliat  el»e  waa  like  to  slerro 

Tlirough  cniell  knife  that  her  deare  heart  did  kerrei 

And  now  ahe  is  with  her  npon  the  way 

Marching  in  lovely  wise,  tnat  coiild  deaerre 

Ko  spot  of  blame,  though  epite  did  oft  aasaj 

To  blot  her  with  dishonor  of  so  faire  s  pray. 

Yet  ehonld  it  be  a  plra«Hit  tale,  to  t«ll 

The  di?orsc  iuiat(e,  and  demeanure  daint. 

That  eaeh  lo  otter  made,  as  oft  befell : 

For  Amorot  ripbt  feirtfiill  whs  and  faint 

Lest  she  witL  blame  her  honor  should  attaint, 

Tiiat  everie  word  did  tremble  ai  she  spoke. 

And  crerie  looke  was  eoy  and  wondrous  quaint. 

And  everie  limbe  tliat  touched  her  did  quakei 

Yet  ahould  she  not  but  eurteous  countenance  to  her  mate. 

For  well  she  wist,  aa  Idil-  it  was  ioileed,  • 

That  her  liTc's  lord  and  patroneof  her  health 

Kight  well  deserved,  aa  his  duefult  meed. 

Her  love,  her  service,  and  her  utmost  wealth : 

All  is  his  iuBtlv  that  all  freely  deal'th. 

Nathlesse  her  honor  dearer  then  her  life 

She  sought  to  save,  as  tiling  reeerv'd  from  stealth ; 

Die  had  she  lever  with  enchantere  knife 

Then  to  be  false  in  love,  profest  a  virgino  wife. 

Hereto  her  feare  was  made  bo  much  the  greater  ' 

Throneh  fine  abuBion  of  that  Critou  mayo  ; 

"Who,  for  to  hide  her  fained  aei  the  better 

And  maako  her  wounded  mind,  both  did  and  sayd 

Fnll  many  thin^  so  doubtful!  to  be  wayd, 

That  well  she  wut  not  what  by  them  to  geeae : 

For  otherwhiles  to  her  she  purpoa  made 

Of  love,  and  olherwliileB  ofluatfuloesse, 

That  much  she  feard  his  miad  would  grow  to  some  excc«sc 

His  will  she  feard ;  for  him  she  sorely  thonglit  I 

To  he  a  man,  such  aa  indeed  he  Beemed ; 

And  much  the  more,  by  that  he  lately  wroncht, 

When  her  from  deadly  tbraldome  lie  redeemed. 

For  which  no  service  she  too  much  eeteemcd : 

Tet  dread  of  shame  and  doubt  of  fowle  dishonor 

Made  her  not  yeeld  bo  much  as  due  she  deemed. 

Yet  Britomart  attended  duly  on  her, 

Ai  well  bccune  ft  knight,  and  did  to  her  all  liooor. 


It  BO  benU  one  OTauogtaat  ney  oame 
UntoB  cutell,  Idd^  Uien  to  bee, 
Wliere  many  a  knifj^  uid  nutsjr « lorelr  duno. 
Wu  then  aaMmblod  deedi  of  umM  to  we : 
Amongst  all  whiok  waa  nona  more  (aire  dien  aheo, 
That  manj  of  them  mor'd  to  070  bcr  aore. 
The  customeof  that  plaoe  waa  aaoh,  tliatliee. 


Aiaonsit  the  rest  tiiere  waa  a  ii^  ^^'gh*, 

"Who,  beinR  Hked  Tor  his  lore,  arow'd 

That  rairest  Amoret  was  his  b7  ri^t. 

And  ofied  that  to  ioatifie  alowd. 

Tb«  warlike  rirsine,  seeing  his  so  j^rowd 

And  boaatfnll  ohalen^,  wezed  inlie  wrath. 

But  for  the  present  did  har  anger  shrowd : 

And  gavd,  her  lore  to  lone  she  wm  foil  lotn. 

But  rauier  he  shonld  neither  of  them  hare,  mr  both. 

So  foorth  the;  went,  and  booth  together  ginated ; 
But  that  sBDie  rounker  soone  was  orerthrowne, 

And  made  repent  that  he  had  rashly  lusted 
For  thing  niUBiTfull  that  waa  not  his  owne : 


Cast  how  to  salve,  that  both  the  oustome  showne 
Were  kept,  and  yet  that  kuight  not  looked  oat ; 
That  seem'd  fulluard  t'aocord  two  things  so  far  in  doat. 

The  Benesohall  was  cal'd  to  deeme  the  right ;  1! 

Whom  she  requir'd,  that  firat  fayre  Amoret 

Might  be  to  her  allow'd,  as  to  a  latight 

That  did  her  win  and  free  from  chaJenae  set : 

Whioh  straight  to  her  was  ^eelded  without  let: 

Then,  sbce  uiat  strange  knighta  lore  from  him  was  quitted 

She  claim'd  that  to  hereelfe,  as  ladies  det. 

He  as  a  knight  might  iuitly  be  admitted ; 

So  none  should  be  out  shut,  sith  all  of  loves  were  fitted. 

With  that,  her  gUstring  helmet  she  nnlaoed ; 


And  like  a  silken  reile  in  compaue  lonnd 

About  her  backs  and  all  her  bodie  wonndt 

Like  Bs  the  shining  skie  in  sommers  night. 

What  time  the  dayes  with  scorching  heat  aboondt 

Iscreastedall  withUnea  of  firie  light. 

That  it  prodigioui  seemes  in  oommon  peoplet  n|^i!L 
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Sucli,  n'tien  those  knights  and  Udios  aJI  aboot 

S«held  her.  alt  were  nith  amazement  Bniit> 

And  every  one  gun  prow  in  aecret  dout 

or  this  and  that,  acfording  to  each  wit: 

Some  thought  that  B<ime  enehanCmeDt  fujgnei  iti 

Some,  that  Bellooa  in  that  wnrlite  wise 

To  them  appear'd,  irilli  shield  and  armoar  6t ; 

Some,  that  it  n-asamaskeof  strantfc  ilij^gaue; 

So  divenel^  each  one  did  Bundrie  doabta  derite. 

EuC  that  Touug  knight,  which  through  her  gentle  i 
Was  to  that  goodly  fellc""' ■"  "    "     " 
Ten  thou^aodthankea  d: 


I 


Wbere  all  that  night  the^  of  their  lofeB  did  treot. 

And  hard  adventures,  twut  themselves  alone. 

That  each  the  other  g«n  ^ith  passion  great 

And  griefull  pittie  privately  bemone. 

The  morow  nest,  bo  BOone  as  Titan  shone. 

They  both  uprose,  and  to  their  waies  them  diglit : 

Long  wandred  they,  vet  never  met  nitb  none 

That  to  their  nillea  coidd  them  direct  aright, 

Or  lo  (hem  tydinga  tell  that  mote  their  hu'ts  delight. 

Jjo  thus  they  rode,  lili  at  the  last  they  spide 
Two  armed  knights  that  toward  them  did  pace. 
And  ech  of  them  had  ryding  by  his  side 
A  ladie.  seeming  in  so  farre  a  space : 
But  ladies  none  thpy  were,  albee  in  face 
And  outward  shew  faire  semblance  they  did  bearei 
For  under  maske  of  beautie  and  ^ood  grace 
Vile  treason  and  fowle  falshood  hidden  were. 
That  mote  to  none  but  to  the  wane  wise  appeare. 

The  one  of  them  the  false  Puessa  hight. 

That  now  had  chang'd  her  former  wonted  hew ; 

For  she  could  d'on  somanie  shapes  in  sight. 

As  ever  could  camel«)n  colours  new ; 

So  could  she  forge  all  colours,  nave  the  trew : 

The,  other  no  wliit  betlcr  was  then  shee. 

But  that,  such  as  she  was,  slie  plaine  did  shew ; 

Yet  otherwise  much  worse,  If  worse  might  bee. 

Aad  iay\j  more  ofieouve  unto  each  de^ve : 
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Her  name  was  At^,  inotiier  of  debate  19 

And  all  dissention  which  doth  dajly  grow 

Ainougst  fraile  men,  that  many  a  pablike  atate 

And  many  a  prirate  oil  doth  oyerthrow. 

Her  false  Duessa,  who  full  well  did  know 

To  be  most  fit  to  trouble  noble  kniffhta 

Which  hunt  for  honor,  raised  from  oelow 

Out  of  the  dwellings  of  the  danmed  sprights, 

Where  she  in  darKnes  wastes  her  cmnea  daiea  and  nighta. 


Hard  by  the  gates  of  hell  her  dweUing  is ;  20 

There,  whereas  all  the  plagues  and  luurmes  abound 

Which  punish  wicked  men  that  walke  amisse : 

It  is  a  oiarksome  delve  farre  under  ground. 

With  thomes  and  barren  brakes  environd  round. 

That  none  the  same  may  easily  out  win ; 

Yet  many  waies  to  enter  may  be  foimd. 

But  none  to  issue  forth  when  one  is  in ; 

For  discord  harder  is  to  end  then  to  begin. 

And  all  within,  the  riven  walls  were  hung  21 

With  ragged  monuments  of  times  forepast. 

All  which  the  sad  eflects  of  discord  sung : 

There  were  rent  robes  and  broken  scepters  plast ; 

Altars  defy  Id,  and  holy  things  defast ; 

Disshivered  spe^res,  and  shields  ytome  in  twaine ; 

Great  cities  ransackt,  and  strong  castles  rast: 

^Nations  captived,  and  huge  armies  slaine : 

Of  all  which  mines  there  some  relicks  did  remaine. 

There  was  the  signe  of  antique  Babylon ;  22 

Of  fatall  Thebes ;  of  Eome  that  raigned  long ; 

Of  sacred  Salem ;  and  sad  Ilion, 

For  memorio  of  which  on  liich  there  hong 

The  golden  apple,  cause  of  all  their  wrong. 

For  which  the  three  faire  goddesses  did  strive : 

There  also  was  the  name  of  Nimrod  strong ; 

Of  Alexander,  and  his  princes  five 

\Vhicb  shar'd  to  them  the  spoiles  that  he  had  got  alive: 

And  there  the  relicks  of  the  drunken  fray,  28 

The  which  amongst  the  Lapithees  befell : 

And  of  the  hloodie  feast,  which  sent  awav 

So  many  contaures  drunken  soules  to  hell. 

That  under  crreat  Alcides  furie  fell : 

And  of  tlie  dreadfull  discord,  which  did  drive 

The  noble  Argonauts  to  outrage  fell, 

That  each  of  life  sought  others  to  deprive, 

AU  mindlesae  of  the  goldeen  £eeoe,  wnicibinAde  ^Sb«Bi  i^xin 
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And  eke  of  prtrate  persona  many  moe. 

That  were  too  \ona  a  workc  to  troant  Uietn  &11 

Some,  of  sworne  friends  that  did  tbeir  faith.  " 

Some,  of  bonie  brethren  prov'd  unnaturaU: 

Some,  of  deare  lovers  foea  perpetuall : 

Wiluesio  their  broken  banile*  there  to  be  aeene. 

Their  girlonds  rent,  their  bowres  despoyled  all  ; 

The  moniments  whenKif  there  bvding  beene, 

As  plajne  as  at  the  first  irhcn  they  were  fresh  and  greet 

Such  was  her  hoose  within :  but  all  withont. 

The  barren  croutid  was  full  of  wirked  weedea, 

Wtueh  she  nenelfe  had  so  wen  all  about. 

Now  prowen  great,  at  first  of  little  aeedea. 

The  seeJea  ofevill  wordes  and  factious  deedes; 

Which,  wlien  to  lipenesse  due  they  growen  am. 

Bring-  ibrtli  an  inmiite  iner^tue,  tlut  breedes 

Tumultuous  trouble,  and  contentions  iarre. 

The  which  most  often  end  in  bloodshed  and  in  warre. 

And  those  same  cursed  seedes  doe  also  serve 

To  her  for  bread,  and  veeld  her  living  food : 

For  life  it  is  to  her,  when  olhera  sterve 

Through  mischievous  dehale  and  di'adly  feood. 

That  she  may  sueke  their  life  and  drinke  their  blood. 

With  which  she  from  her  childhood  had  bene  fed: 

For  she  at  first  was  home  of  hellish  brood. 

And  by  infernall  furies  nourished ; 

That  by  her  monstrous  shape  might  easily  be  red. 

Her  face  most  fowie  and  lilthy  was  to  see. 

With  squinted  eyes  contrarie  wayes  intended. 

And  loathlr  mouth,  unmeete  a  mouth  too  bee. 

That  nought  but  gall  and  venim  comprehended. 

And  wicked  wordes  that  God  and  man  ofiended : 

Her  lying  tongue  was  in  two  parts  divided. 

And  both  the  parts  did  speake,  and  both  contended; 

And  as  her  tongue  so  was  her  hart  dtarided, 

That  never  thought  one  thing,  but  doubly  stil  was  Kuida 

Ala  as  she  double  spake,  so  heard  she  double. 
With  matchlesse  eares  deformed  and  distort, 
Fild  with  false  rumors  and  seditious  trouble. 
Bred  in  assembliea  of  the  vulvar  sort, 
That  still  are  led  with  every  TiKht  report ; 
And  as  her  eares,  so  eke  her  feet  were  odde. 
And  much  unlike;  lli'  one  long,  the  other  short. 
And  both  misplast ;  that,  when  th'  one  forward  yodet 
Hu  other  backe  retired  and  contririe  trode. 
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That  one  did  reach,  the  other  ptuht  away ; 

That  one  did  make,  the  other  mard  aoauie^ 

And  sought  to  bring  all  things  unto  aeoaif ; 

Whereby  great  riol^,  gathered  manie  a  daj. 

She  in  short  space  did  often  brinff  to  nooght. 

And  their  possessoors  often  did  ^may : 

For  all  her  studie  was  and  all  her  thonght 

How  she  might  orerthrowthe  things  thatOooeordwioiaght. 

So  much  her  malice  did  her  might  sorpas,  90 

That  eren  th'  Almightie  sdfe  she  did  maligne, 

Because  to  man  so  mercifnll  he  was. 

And  unto  all  his  oreatores  so  benignc^ 

Sith  she  herselfe  was  of  his  grace  mdigne: 

For  all  this  worlds  fiure  womnanship  she  tride 

Unto  his  last  confusion  to  bring,  ^  ^     ' 

And  that  gr^t  golden  chaine  quite  to  divide. 

With  which  it  blessed  Concord  hath  together  tide. 

Such  was  that  ha^,  which  with  Dnessa  roade ;  81 

And,  scrying  her  m  her  malitious  use 

To  hurt  good  knights,  was,  as  it  were,  her  baude 

Te  sell  her  borrowed  beautie  to  abuse : 

For  though,  like  withered  tree  that  wanteth  iuyce. 

She  old  and  crooked  were,  vet  now  of  late 

As  fresh  and  fragment  as  the  floure-deluce 

She  was  become,  by  chaunge  of  her  estate, 

And  made  full  goodly  ioyance  to  her  new-found  mate : 

Her  mate,  he  was  a  ioUie  youthfull  knight,  32 

That  bore  great  sway  in  armes  and  chiyalne, 

And  was  indeed  a  man  of  mickle  might ; 

His  name  was  Blandamour,  that  did  descrie 

His  fickle  mind  full  of  inconstancie : 

And  now  himselfe  he  fitted  had  ri(;:ht  well 

With  two  companions  of  like  quahtie, 

Faithlesse  Duessa,  and  false  Paridell, 

That  whether  were  more  false,  full  hard  it  is  to  telL 

Now  when  this  ffallant  with  his  gfoodly  crew  33 

From  farre  espide  the  famous  Bntomart, 

Like  knight  aayenturous  in  outward  yew. 

With  his  faire  paragon,  his  conquests  part, 

Approching  ni^h ;  eftsoones  his  wanton  hart 

Was  tickled  with  delight,  and  iesting  sayd ; 

"  Lo !  there.  Sir  Pari(fel,  for  your  desart, 

Good  lucke  presents  you  witn  yond  lorely  mavd, 

For  pitie  thiit  ye  want  a  fellow  for  your  — ^ 

MB 
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By  tli»t  flie  lovflv  patre  drew  nigU  to  hond; 
Whom  whPQDS  Piiridel  more  plaine  beheld, 
Albee  in  henrr  lie  Vike  alTt-ction  foad, 
Yet  mindful!  how  lie  late  bv  one  waa  feld 
That  did  tho^i'  arnics  and  tliat  same  bp utcluon  wi 
He  had  sra.iU  hint  to  buf  hia  lore  so  deare. 
But  anawered ;  "  Sir,  him  wise  I  never  held. 
That,  haTiDg  once  escaped  perill  noare, 
Would  afterwards  afresh  the  sleeping  erill  reare. 

"  Thit  Inufbt  too  late  hia  manhood  and  hia  might 

1  did  assay,  that  me  Hght  dearelj  cost ; 

No  list  I  for  rt'Vijnuf  provoke  new  fight. 

No  for  light  kdiea  love,  that  soone  is  lost." 

T^e  hot-spiirre  youth  so  scorning  to  be  crost, 

"^I^e  then  lo  ;oa  this  dame  of  mine,"  quoth  hee, 

"And  I,wilh<lat  your  perill  or  your  ooat, 

Will  chalenpe  yond  same  other  for  my  fee." 

So  forth  he  fiercely  prickt,  that  one  him  acaree  ooold  ae 

He  warlike  Britonesse  her  soone  oddrest. 

And  with  such  uncouth  weloome  did  rcceave 

Her  fayned  paramoar,  her  forced  guest. 

That,  l>eing  forut  his  saddle  soone  to  leave, 

Himselfe  he  did  of  his  new  love  dcceave ; 

And  made  himselfe  th'  ensample  of  his  follie. 

Which  done,  she  passed  forth,  not  taking  leave. 

And  left  him  now  as  sad  as  whilome  ioUie, 

Well  warned  to  beware  with  whom  he  dar'd  to  dallie. 

Which  when  his  other  companie  beheld. 
They  to  his  succour  ran  with  readie  ayd  j 
And,  finding  him  unable  once  to  weld, 
Tliey  rearea  him  on  horse-backe  and  upstavd. 
Till  on  his  way  they  had  him  forth  convavd: 
A  till  all  the  way,  with  wondrous  griefe  of  mynd 
And  shame,  he  shewd  himselfe  to  be  disraa.vd 
More  for  the  love  which  he  had  left  behynd. 
Then  that  which  he  had  to  Sir  Paridel  resynd. 

NathlesBe  he  forth  did  march,  well  as  he  might. 
And  made  good  semblance  to  his  companie. 
Dissembling  hia  diacaae  and  cvill  pitght ; 
Till  that  ere  long  they  chaunced  to  espie 
Two  other  knights,  that  towards  them  did  ply 
With  speedie  course,  as  bent  to  charge  them  new  i 
Whom  whenas  Blandamour  approching  nie 
Perceir'd  to  be  auch  a«  they  «eemd  in  vew, 
He  waa  fall  wo,  (tnd  gaa  hia  former  griefe  renew. 


For  th'  one  of  Hihii  he  wrftotlj  dawride 
To  be  Sir  Scudamoor,  (tqr  that  he  bore 
The  god  of  lore  irith  iniue  diiplafad  wide^ 
Whom  mortallj  he  hattdervnoan. 
Both  for  his  worth,  that  all  men  did  adore. 
And  eke  beoaoM  his  lore  be  wonne  by  iwit  I 
'Wbioh  when  he  thonfl^t,  it  griered  lum  nil  mi 


IB  thonfl^t,  it  griered  him  nil  aore, 

, .^  Hie  broaee  of  nia  fiwmer  f  " 

He  DOW  onable  waa  to  wreake  hie  old  di 


That,  throng  tlie  braaea  <rf  ma  tonasr  fight. 


Forthf  he  thna  to  Faridel  beapake: 

"  Faire  Sir,  of  friendahip  let  me  now  roB  prafi 

That  aa  I  late  adreotared  for  Tonr  aake. 

The  hnrta  whereof  me  now  from  battdl  atart  ' 

Te  will  me  now  with  like  good  tome  reimr. 

And  inalifle  mr  oanae  on  Toodar  knight?" 

"Ah!  S_ir,"»a*aP»ridel,_'_'(lo_n(rtdi™" 

Aayehi 

With  that  he  pnt  hia  ipnrrea  onto  hia  ateed,  4 

With  ipeare  in  rest,  and  toward  him  did  fare. 

Like  >uft  out  of  a  bow  prerenting  speed. 

But  Scudamour  waa  ahortiy  well  aware 

Of  hJB  approch,  and  gan  himeelfe  prepare 

Him  to  receive  with  entertainment  meete. 

80  furionely  they  met,  that  either  bare 

The  other  downe  under  their  hOTUB  feete. 

That  what  of  them  became  themaelvea  did  loan^  weetc. 

Aa  when  two  billowes  in  the  Iriah  sowndea,  4 

Forcibly  driven  with  oontririe  tydea, 

Do  meete  together,  each  abaoke  rebowndee 

With  roariiiK  nge ;  and  daahing  on  all  aides. 

That  filleth  all  the  lea  with  fome,  divydes 

The  donbtfnll  current  into  divers  wayea : 

So  fell  those  two  in  epifiht  of  both  their  prydea ; 

But  Scudamour  himaelfe  did  aoone  nprayp e. 

And,  mounting  light,  his  foe  for  lying  long  upbrayea. 

Who,  rolled  on  an  heape,  lay  stil  in  iwound  4 

All  careleese  of  his  taunt  and  bitter  rayle: 

Till  that  the  rest  him  seeing  lie  on  ground 

Bnn  hastily,  to  weete  what  did  him  ayle: 

Where  findmg  that  the  breath  gan  hun  to  fayle^ 

Witb  bnsie  can  they  strove  him  to  awake. 

And  deft  hia  helmet,  and  undid  his  miyle: 

80  much  they  did,  that  at  the  Isat  they  brake 

HiB  alomber,  yet  ao  maced  tiut  he  nouing  cgailu. 


4» 

Which  irhenas  Blandatuotir  beheld,  he  mi ; 

"  False  futour  Sf^damour.  that  hast  by  Blight 

And  foDle  ackantage  thie  gwxl  knitrht  oisniajd, 

A  Imieht  much  better  then  thyeelfe  behight. 

Well  ralle«  it  fbee  that  I  am  not  in  plight 

This  day,  to  wivake  the  danimnge  hy  ttiee  donjiD ! 

Snch  is  thy  nntit,  that  Btlll  when  aoy  knif^ht 

Is  weakneo,  then  thou  driest  him  oveiTonne ; 

So  halt  thon  to  thjaelTe  fal«e  honcor  often  wonnB."  4 

He  Uttle  uiEwet^d.  bat  in  manly  heart  ,  J 

Hig  migbtie  iniiigiiation  did  forbeare ;  ^ 

Which  was  not  yei  %o  Bpcjvt.  but  (wme  part  A 

Thereof  did  in  his  frouninc  face  appearc:  J 

liike  M  a  glooroie  cloud,  the  «  Licii  doth  hcare  1 

An  hideone  i<1orine,  is  bv  the  northcme  bU^  4 

Quite  orerblrinne,  yet  doth  not  pasae  so  oleare  1 
But  that  it  Blithe  skie  doth  (ireirast 
With  darknes  dred,  and  threateoB  all  the  worid  to  ■Ml 

"  Ah !  gentle  knight."  then  false  Duesaa  Bayd,  I 

"  Why  do  ye  strive  for  ladies  love  so  sore. 

Whose  ehiefe  desire  is  love  and  friendly  aid 

Mongst  gentle  knijifats  (o  nourish  evermore  I 

Ne  be  ve  wroth.  Sir  Scudamour,  therefore, 

Tliat  she  your  love  list  love  another  knight, 

Ke  do  yourselfe  dislike  a  n  hit  the  more ; 

For  love  i»  free,  and  led  with  aelfe-delight, 

3Se  will  enforced  be  with  maisterdorne  or  might-" 

So  false  Duesaa :  hut  vile  At&  thus  ;  4 

•'  Both  foolish  knights,  I  can  but  lanirh  at  both. 

That  strive  and  stornle  with  stirre  oulrogeotlB 

For  her.  that  each  of  vou  alike  doth  loth. 

And  loves  another,  with  whom  now  she  go'lh 

In  lovely  wise,  and  sleepea.  and  sports,  and  plajea; 

Whiles!  both  you  here  with  many  a  cursed  otb 

Sweare  she  is  yours,  and  stirre  up  bloudie  frayes, 

To  win  a  willow  bough,  whilest  other  wearce  the  bayea. 

"Vile  bag,"  ssyd  Scndamour,  "  why  doat  thon  lye,  4 

And  falsly  seckst  a  virtuous  wight  to  shame  P" 

■'  Fond  knight,"  savd  ebe.  "  the  thing  that  with  this  eje 

I  saw,  nby  nhould  I  doubt  to  teJl  the  same?" 

"  Then  tell."  qnoth  Blandamonr,  "  and  feare  no  blamei 

Tell  what  thou  saw'st,  maulgre  whoao  it  heares." 

"I-aaw."  quoth  she,  "  a  straunger  knight,  whose  natne 

I  wote  not  well,  but  in  his  shield  he  bearcs 

(Th&t  well  I  wote)  the  heads  of  many  broken  speaieat 


"I  saw  himlia.TeroaF  Amoret  at  wiU; 
I  Bftn-  him  kisse ;  1  nor  him  ker  emb»M; 
I  saw  him  aleepe  with  her  all  night  his  fiU; 
All,  mania  nights ;  and  manie  bjr  ia  plaoa 
That  present  were  to  teitifie  the  case." 
Which  whenaa  Scudamour  did  heare,  his  heart 
Was  thrild  with  inward  griefe;  aa  when  in  chaoe 
The  Parthian  etrikea  a  staff  with  shiveiiaK  dart, 
The  beast  astoniaht  itAnds  in  middeat  of  his  amart  i 

So  stood  Sir  Scndamoar  when  this  he  heard,  - 
Ne  word  he  had  to  speake  for  great  dismay. 
But  lookt  on  Glaoci  grim,  who  woxe  afeard 
Of  outrage  for  the  words  which  she  heard  sajr. 
Albee  nntroe  she  wist  them  by  assay. 
But  Blandamonr,  whenaa  he  did  eepie 
His  chaun^e  of  cheere  that  ani{uish  did  bewray, 
5e  woie  full  blithe,  as  lie  had  got  thereby. 
And  gan  thereat  to  triumph  withoat  viotorie. 

"  Lo !  recreaDt."  aayd  he,  "  the  fruitlesse  end 
Of  thy  raine  boast,  and  apoile  of  love  miseotten. 
Whereby  the  name  of  knipht-hood  thou  dost  abend, 
Aud  all  true  lorera  with  dishonor  blotten: 
All  things  not  rooted  well  will  soone  be  rotten." 
"J'v.  fv,  false  knight,"  then  false  Duessaeryde, 
"  TlnworthF  life,  that  love  with  gaile  hast  gotten ; 
Be  thou,  whereerer  thou  do  go  or  ryde, 
Loathed  of  ladies  all,  and  of  aU  knights  defyde !" 

But  SeudamouF,  for  passing  gretit  deepight. 
Staid  not  to  anittrer ;  scarcely  did  refraine 
But  that  in  all  those  knighta  and  ladies  sight 
He  for  rcrenec  hod  eitiltleeae  Glaucfe  siaine : 
But,  being  past,  he  thus  began  amainej 
"  False  traitour  squire,  false  si]uire  of  falsest  knight. 
Why  doth  mine  hand  from  thine  BTenge  abstaine. 
Whose  lord  hath  done  my  love  this  foule  deepight ! 
Why  do  I  not  it  irreake  on  thee  now  in  my  might! 

"  Discourteous,  disloyal!  Britomart, 
Untrue  to  God,  and  unto  man  uniust ! 
What  Tengcance  due  can  equall  thy  deaart, 
That  hast  with  shamefnll  spot  of  amfuU  last 
Defil'd  the  pledge  committed  to  thy  trust! 
Let  ngly  shame  and  cndlesse  infamy 
Colour  thy  name  with  foule  reproschei  nut ! 
Yet  thon,  false  squire,  faia  fault  ahaJl  deare  aby. 
And  with  thy  punuhment  hit  peunce  ilulb  vtqn^. 
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The  fiUfd  dame  him  Bceiog  xc-  enraged 

Was  dead  nitii  fe&re ;  naliJesse  b«  neede  reqtured 

His  flaming  fiirie  sought  to  hare  atsunged 

"W'ilh  sober  nprdu,  that  saflbrfince  desii^ 

Till  time  the  trjall  of  her  truth  eipyred ; 

And  evennore  sought  Britomart  to  tieare ; 

But  he  the  more  inth  furioiu  rase  \r»a  -yted. 

And  thrise  his  hand  to  kill  her  did  nppeare, 

And  thrise  he  drew  it  backe :  so  did  at  last  forbe^K^ 


Dl^nd unonr  iriiinn  tUtt  FlotiincU  i 
TliiT^i'"  ■worded!  Ag-.pt 

flBEBBiM"  of  heil  lint  tynd  iii  Plilegelon 

By  thouBBod  furies,  and  from  thence  out-throwen 

Into  this  iTorid  to  irorlie  confuBion 

And  set  it  all  oa  fire  hv  force  imkno«-en, 

I?  Kicked  Discord ;  whoBe  small  sparkea  onee  bloiren 

None  but  a  ^od  or  godlike  man  ean  slake: 

Such  aa  was  Orpheus,  that,  when  strife  was  growen 

AmoDost  those  lamoua  ympes  of  Greece,  did  take 

His  silver  harpe  in  hand  and  sbortlj  fricndee  them  mal 

Or  such  as  that  celestial!  psahniat  vox. 

That,  when  the  wicked  feend  his  lord  tonnent#d, 

With  hearenly  notes,  that  did  all  other  pas. 

The  outra^  of  his  furious  fit  relented. 

Such  musicke  is  wise  words  with  time  coocented, 

To  moderate  gtiffe  mindes  disposd  to  Btrive: 

Such  aa  that  prudent  Bomane  well  invented; 

What  time  his  people  intA  partes  did  rire, 

Them  recoQcyld  againe,  and  to  their  homes  did  drive. 

Such  ua'd  wise  Glaue!;  to  that  wiathfiill  knight. 
To  cahne  the  tempest  of  his  troubled  thought : 
Yet  Blandamour,  with  termes  of  foule  despight, 
And  Faridell  her  aeomd,  and  set  at  nought. 
As  old  and  crooked  and  not  good  for  ought. 
Both  they  unwise,  and  warelease  of  the  evill 
That  b;  themselves  unto  thenuelvea  ib  wrought, 
Throu^  that  &1m  witc^,  and  that  fouie  ageddrerilli 
Hie  one  *  feend,  the  other  an  iucam&te  derill. 


VBM  TAZBDt  IJHSUIl 

With  whom  u  the;  tkna  rode  Mocanp«aide^ 
The7  were  encoimtred  of » luilie  knight 
Tlut  hftd  ft  gDodtr  Ikdia  b  v  hii  lide. 
To  whom  he  made  gnat  aallianoe  and  deli^i 
It  wu  to  weet  the  bold  Sir  FenKogh  hiaht, 
He  that  from  BngKadoahio  whilome  reit 
The  tnowj  Floiimeli,  whoM  beftutie  bright 
Made  ti'tn  Beeine  happie  for  to  ^oriani  toeft ; 
Yet  was  it  in  due  tnall  but  a  waodring  weit. 

'Which  whenas  Blandamoar,  whow  fkauie  light      ' 

Wm  alwaies  flit^ng  u  the  warenng  wind 

AfUr  each  beantie  that  appeud  in  nght, 

BelieM ;  efUoODN  it  priokt  hi*  waaton  nund 

With  BRop  oFlnat  tlwt  reuona  aja  did  blind. 

That  to  Sir  Paridell  thess  worda  he  aent; 

"  Sir  knight,  why  ride  je  dompiih  thna  behind. 

Since  to  good  fortune  ooth  to  70a  preaent 

Ho  fayro  a  spoyle,  to  make  joa  iojouB  merimant  F" 

But  Faridell,  that  had  too  late  a  ti^all 
Of  Uie  bad  issue  of  his  oonnsell  Tame, 
List  not  to  hearke,  but  made  this  faire  denyallj 
"  Last  tunie  was  mine,  well  prored  to  my  paine : 
This  DOW  be  yours ;  God  send  you  better  gainel ' 
Whoae  scofied  worda  he  taking  halfe  in  scome. 
Fiercely  forth  prickt  his  steed  as  ia  disdaine 
Against  tliat  kuight,  ere  he  him  well  could  tome; 
By  meanea  whereof  he  hath  him  lightly  orerbome. 

Who,  with  the  sudden  stroke  aatonisht  sore, 
Upon  the  ground  awhile  in  slomber  lay; 


e  whiles  his  lore  awvr  the  other  bore. 
And,  ihewins  her,  did  Faridell  upbn; 
"  ho !  slugeish  kDiolit,  the  rictora  ha] 


_o  fortune  friends  the  bold."    Whom  f 

Seeing  so  faire  indeede,  as  he  did  say, 

His  hart  witb  ^ret  envie  gan  to  swell. 

And  inly  grudge  at  him  th^  lie  had  sped  ao  woU. 

ITathlesse  proud  man  liimselfe  the  other  deemed, 

Having  so  peerlease  pwagon  ycot: 

For  sure  the  fayrest  Flonmell  him  aeemed 

To  liim  was  fallea  for  hia  bappie  lot, 

Whow  like  alire  on  earth  he  weened  not; 

Therefore  ho  her  did  court,  did  nrve,  did  W004 


WiUi  hum  bleat  suit  that  he  imagine  mot, 

Aikd  all  thines  didderisc,  and  all  things  ( 

That  might  W  lore  prepare,  and  lildng  win 


I 
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And  such  fond  fsTours  spBriDgly  dispenat: 

SometimcB  him  blpssing  with  ati(rht  cje-glsDoe, 

And  ooy  lookes  tempTine;  with  loose  datliance ; 

Sometimen  estraneinc  him  in  ntemer  wiee; 

That.  hnviDR  cast  him  in  a  fooliAh  trance. 

He  seemed  brought  to  bed  in  Paradise, 

And  prov'd  himself  moet  foole  in  what  eccm'd  moat  n 

So  creal  a  mistreege  of  her  art  ahe  was. 

Ajod  perfecltj-  practiz'd  in  womans  craft, 

That  lhoii)th  therein  IjimBelfe  he  thoiisht  to  pao. 

And  bv  tins  false  aliwrempnts  wylie  draft 

Had  tfiousand  women  of  their  love  beraft. 

Yet  now  ho  was  surpriz'd :  for  that  fal*e  spright. 

Which  that  same  witoh  had  in  this  forme  eDgrait, 

Was  80  expert  in  every  Bnblile  Eli>tht, 

That  it  could  overreach  the  wisest  earthly  wight. 

Yet  he  to  her  did  dayly  service  more, 

And  dayly  more  deceived  was  thereby; 

Yet  Pariaell  him  envied  theref6re, 

Ab  aeeminiz  plaBt  in  sole  felicity: 

Sc  bliod  is  lust  false  colours  to  descry. 

But  At&  soone  discovering  his  desire. 

And  linding  now  fit  opportunity 

To  stiiTC  up  strife  twixt  love  and  spieht  and  ire, 

Did  pririly  put  coles  unto  his  secret  fire. 

Bt  sundry  mcanes  thereto  she  pricht  him  forth ; 

K on  with  remembrance  of  those  spigbtfuil  speaches, 

Kow  with  opinion  of  bia  owne  more  worth, 

Now  with  recounting  of  like  former  breaches 

Made  in  their  friendship,  as  that  bag  bim  teaches : 

And  ever,  when  his  passion  is  allayd, 

She  it  revives,  and  new  occasion  reaches ; 

That,  on  a  time  as  Ihey  together  way'd,       , 

Be  made  him  open  chaJenge,  and  thus  boliSy  sayd; 

"  Too  boaatfull  Blandamonr !  too  long  I  beare 

7%e  open  wrongs  thou  doest  me  day  by  day : 

Well  know'st  thou,  when  we  friendship  first  did  swear 

The  covenant  was,  that  every  spoyie  or  pray 

Should  eqtially  be  shard  betwiit  us  tway: 

Where  is  my  part  then  of  this  ladie  bright. 

Whom  to  thyselfe  thou  takest  quite  awayP 

Bender  UierefiSre  therein  to  me  mv  right. 

Or  uwwen  for  thy  wrong  u  shaU  fall  out  in  fight." 


Eioeediiig  wroUi  thMMt  wu  BlMtdamonr,. 

And  Ran  thia  IritteF  ■nswera  to  him  nuke ; 

"ToofoiduhPiriddll  that  flvrert  flonn 

WonUrt  gadier  ftine,  and  ret  no  punea  wonldrt  takei 

Bat  not  K>  euie  will  I  her  ifiwiako ; 

Thia  hand  her  wonne,  that  hand  ihaQ  her  daAnd." 

With  that  they  gan  their  ■hiTaring  epearea  to  ihake. 

And  deadlj  points  at  eithera  breaat  to  bend, 

Fo^etAilI  each  to  hare  bene  erer  othera  tnoA. 


areDoeaenc. 
That  both  their  Bpeaiea  with  nitUMM  remuiae 
Ilkroagh  aliield  and  mayle  and  haberieon  did  weno. 
And  in  their  fleah  a  griealf  paaaage  rend. 
That  with  the  fhrie  of  thmr  owne  afli^ 
Each  otlier  hone  and  man  to  gronnd  did  aendi 
Wliere,  lying  Still  awhile,  both  did  forget 
The  periloua  present  atownd  in  which  their  lives  were  si?t. 

As  when  two  warlike  brigandtnea  at  aea,  16 

With  murdroiu  weapons  arm'd  to  eiuell  fight. 

Do  meet«  together  on  the  watry  lea. 

They  stemme  ech  other  with  so  fell  deepii^t. 

That  with  the  shocks  of  their  owne  heedlesse  might 

Their  wooden  ribs  are  shaken  nish  asonder; 

They  which  from  shore  behold  the  dreadfuU  sight 

Of  flashing  fire,  and  heare  the  ordenance  thonder. 

So  greatly  stand  amai'd  at  such  unwonted  wonder. 

At  length  the]' both  upstarted  in  amaie,  17 

As  men  awaked  rashly  oat  of  dreme, 

And  round  about  themBelveB  a  while  did  gaae; 

Till  seeing  her,  that  Floritnell  did  seme, 

In  doubt  to  whom  she  victorie  should  deene, 

Therewith  their  dulled  iprights  they  edgd  anew. 

And,  drawing  both  their  svords  with  rage  extreme, 

Like  two  raad  roastilFes  eaoh  on  other  flew,  [hew. 

And  shields  did  share,  and  mulea  did  rash,  and  helmes  did 

So  furiously  each  other  did  assayle,  18 

As  if  their  sonles  they  would  attonce  hare  rent 

Out  of  their  brests,  that  streatnes  of  bloud  did  raylo 

Adowne,  asif  their  springs  of  life  were  spent; 

That  all  the  ground  with  purple  bloud  was  sprent. 

And  all  their  armours  staynd  with  bloudie  gore  t 

Yet  scarcely  once  to  breath  wonid  they  relent. 

So  mortall  was  their  malice  and  to  sore 

Become,  of  fityned  fiiendahip  which  tlie;  T<m'&a£an> 


And  tb&t  nhich  ia  Tor  ladies  most  befittdog. 
To  atint  all  strife,  and  foater  friendly  peniv, 
Was  from  llioBc  dame*  ao  faire  and  go  unfitting. 
Ai  tbnt,  instead  of  praying  tbem  surceasp, 
They  did  much  more  their  cnielty  enrrease ; 
Bidding  them  fiffbt  for  honour  ol  their  lore. 
And  rather  die  lien  ladies  caiwe  release ; 
With  irhich  vainc  termes  so  murii  Ibej  did  them  u 
Ihal  both  rcsoWd  the  lost  eitremidee  to  prove. 

ThcTe  they,  I  weena,  would  fight  untill  this  day. 
Had  not  a  squire,  even  be  the  squire  of  dames. 
By  great  adventure  travelled  that  way; 
Who  seeing  both  bent  to  sc  bloudy  gamef. 
And  botli  of  old  well  Icnowinjr  by  tlieir  namea. 
Drew  nigh,  to  «~eet«  the  cause  of  their  debate  : 
Aod  first  Inide  on  those  ladies  thouiiaiid  bhunes. 
That  did  not  seeke  t'  appease  tbeir  deadl?  hate, 
But  gazed  oa  their  hannes  not  piltying  their  estate. 

And  then  thote  knights  be  humbly  did  beseech 

To  stay  their  bands,  till  he  awhile  had  spoken : 

"Who  lookt  a  liltle  up  at  that  his  speech. 

Yet  would  not  let  their  battell  so  be  broken. 

Both  greed ie  fiers  on  other  to  be  wroken. 

Yet  be  to  them  80  earnestly  did  call. 

And  them  coniur'd  by  some  well  knowen  token, 

ITuit  they  at  last  their  wrothfuU  hands  let  fall. 

Content  to  heare  him  speake,  and  glad  to  rest  with&lL 

Firet  he  desir'd  their  cause  of  strife  to  see :  • 

They  said,  it  was  for  love  of  Florimell. 

"Ah !  gentle  knights,"  quoth  he,  "  how  may  that  bee. 

And  she  so  farre  astray,  s ...loii 


He  looked  backe,  and,  her  avisiog  well, 
Weend.  as  he  said,  by  that  her  outward  grace 
That  fayrest  FloriincU  was  present  there  in  place. 

Glad  man  was  he  to  see  that  iojouB  sight, 
For  none  alive  but  ioy'd  in  Florimell, 
And  lowly  to  her  luwtiag  thus  behight ; 
"  Fnjrest  of  faire,  that  fairenease  doest  eiccll, 
TluB  happie  day  I  have  to  greete  3'ou  well. 
In  which  you  safe  1  see,  whom  thousand  late 
Misdoubted  lust  through  mischiefe  that  befoU ; 
Long  may  you  Uve  in  health  and  hiwie  stAte!" 
Shelitle  •nswet'd  him,  but  lightly  did  aggnte. 
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Then,  torninf;  to  those  bnighta,  he  gan  anew ;  2; 

"And  you.  Sir  Biandnmour,  and  Puideli, 

That  for  thiB  ladie  present  in  your  rew 

HaTe  raya'd  thU  cmell  waire  and  ontnge  fell, 

CertM.  me  Beeme«,  bene  not  adriBcd  well ; 

But  rather  ought  in  friendahip  for  her  sake 

To  iojne  your  force,  their  forces  to  repell 

That  aeeke  perfonw  her  from  ^on  both  to  take, 

Ajid  of  your  gott^i  apoyle  their  owne  tri&mph  to  make." 

Thereat  Sir  Blandamoor,  with  coontenance  ateme  2 

All  full  of  wrath,  thui  fiercely  him  bespoke  j 
"Aread.  thou  squire,  that  I  the  man  m^  leame. 
That  dare  ln>  me  thinke  Flsrimell  to  ta^e !" 


"  Not  one,"  nuoth  he,  "  but  many  doe  partake 
Herein ;  aa  thus :  it  tatelv  so  befell. 
That  Sfttynm  a  girdle  did  uptake 


Well  knowne  to  appertaitio  to  Florimell, 

Which  for  her  sake  he  trorc,  as  him  beseemed  welL 

"  Sat,  whenas  she  herselfe  was  lost  and  gone,  2J 

Full  many  knighta,  that  loTed  her  like  deare, 

Thereat  did  greatly  grudge,  that  he  alone 

That  lodt  faire  ladies  ornament  should  weare. 

And  san  therefore  close  spight  lo  him  to  bearet 

Which  he  to  shun,  and  stop  rile  envies  sting, 

Kath  lately  eaus'd  to  be  proulaim'd  each  where 

A  iolemne  feast,  with  puolike  tumejing. 

To  which  all  knights  with  them  their  ladies  are  to  bring: 

"And  of  them  all,  she  that  is  fayrest  found,  2 

Shall  have  that  ^Iden  girdle  for  reward ; 

And  of  those  knights,  who  is  most  stout  on  groond. 

Shall  to  that  fairest  ladie  be  pre&rd. 

Since  therefore  she  herselfo  is  now  yonr  ward. 

To  ;oa  that  ornament  of  hers  pertaines. 

Against  all  those  that  chalenge  it,  to  gard. 

And  save  her  honour  with  your  ventroua  paines : 

That  shall  you  win  more  glory  thsA  ye  here  find  gaines." 

When  they  the  reason  of  his  words  had  hard,  2 

Tbev  gan  abate  the  rancour  of  their  rage, 

Ana  with  their  honours  and  their  lores  regard 

The  fiiriouB  flames  of  maliee  to  asswage. 

Tho  each  to  other  did  his  faith  engage. 

Like  faithfuU  friends  thenceforth  to  loyne  in  one 

With  aJI  their  force,  and  battell  strong  to  wage 

Gainst  all  those  knights,  as  their  proteased  fane. 

That  cbaJeog'd  ought  in  FlorimetC  nve  they  iMne> 


So,  well  accorded,  fortli  they  rode  toeether 

In  friendly  sort,  that  lasted  but  a  while ; 

Andof  all  old  dislikes  they  made  faire  weather! 

Tet  all  was  fore'd  and  spred  with  golden  foyle. 

That  under  it  liidde  hate  and  hollow  piyle. 

?Je  eertea  can  that  friendship  Ions'  endure, 

However  gar  and  gixwUv  be  the  stvlo. 

That  doth  ill  eause  or  erill  enct  enure : 

For  vertue  is  the  band  that  bindeth  harts  moat  sura,    ' 

Thus  as  they  marrhed  all  in  fIo«e  disETutse 

Of  favned  love,  they  rhanngt  to  overtake 

Two  kniphts  (bat  Untked  rode  in  lovely  wise, 

Ab  if  they  aeeret  eounnelB  did  partake ; 

And  each  not  farre  behinde  him  had  his  make. 

To  wcete.  two  ladies  of  most  goodly  hew, 

That  tnixt  (hemselves  did  centle  purpone  make. 

Unmin(tr«ll  h'lth  oflhat  discordfull  ercw. 

The  which  wiih  speedie  pace  did  after  tjiem  pursew ; 

■U"Lo,  as  tJicj-  now  jmrrodi.-d  nit'h  al  liaiiJ,  ! 

Deeminc  Ihem  douchtie  as  tliey  did  appeare, 

They  sent  that  squire  afore,  lo  underaland 

What  mote  they  be :  ^ho,  viewing  them  more  neare, 

Eehimed  readie  newes.  that  those  same  weare 

Two  of  the  prowest  knighta  in  Faer>'  Fiond ; 

And  these  two  indies  their  twc  lovers  deare ; 

Courapious  Cambell.  and  stout  Triamond, 

With  Canacee  and  Cambmc  linckt  in  lovely  bond. 

Whylome,  a*  antique  storips  lellen  us,  ; 

Those  two  were  foes  the  fellonest  on  (tround, 

And  battel]  made  the  dreddest  daunperous 

That  ever  shrilling  trumpet  did  resound  ; 

Though  now  their  acts  he  no  where  to  be  found. 

As  that  renowmed  poet  them  compiled 

Wilh  warlike  numbers  and  lieroicVe  soimd. 

Dan  Chancer,  well  of  English  undefvied, 

On  fames  eteroall  beadroU  worthie  to  be  fjled. 

But  wicked  time  that  all  good  thonchts  doth  waste,  i 

And  workes  of  noblest  wits  to  nought  outweare, 

That  famous  moniment  hath  quite  defaste. 

And  robd  (he  world  of  threasure  endlesse  deare. 

The  which  mote  have  enriched  all  us  heare. 

O  cursed  eld,  the  canker-worme  of  writu! 

How  may  these  rimes,  so  rode  as  doth  ap|>eare, 

Hope  to  endure,  sith  workes  of  heavenly  wits 

Ale  quite  devotud,  and  brought  to  nought  by  tittle  bits* 
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_»rdon. O 

Thatl._.  ._ 

And  Bteale  from  thee  the  tneede  of  thy  due  merit. 
That  none  durst  ever  whilest  thou  wast  alire. 
And,  beina  dead,  in  vaine  yet  nukoj^  itrire : 
He  dare  Ililie ;  but,  through  inftaion  iweeto 
Of  thine  owiie  spirit  which  dolh  in  meBorriTe, 
I  follow  here  the  footing  ofthj  feet«. 
That  with  thy  meaning  ao  I  may  the  rather  meeto. 

CambcIloeB  sister  was  fsiyre  Conaoee,  35 

That  wot  the  leamedat  ladie  in  her  dayes,' 

WeU  seene  in  eyerie  science  that  mote  bee, 

And  every  secret  workeof  nature's  waye«i 

In  wittie  riddles ;  and  in  wise  soothsayes ; 

In  power  of  herbes ;  and  tunes  of  tieasts  and  burda  j 

And.  that  augmented  all  her  other  prayse. 

She  modest  was  in  all  her  deedea  and  words. 

And  woadrouH  chast  of  life,  yet  lor'd  of  knights  and  lords. 

Full  many  lords  and  many  kniffhts  her  Wed,  3d 

Yet  she  to  none  of  thera  her  liking  lent, 

Ne  ever  iras  with  fond  afioction  moTed, 

But  rul'd  her  thoughts  with  goodly  goreraeraent. 

For  dread  of  blame  and  honours  blemishment; 

And  eke  unto  her  lookes  a  law^he  made, 

That  none  of  them  once  out  of  order  went. 

But,  like  to  wane  centoaels  well  stayd. 

Still  watcht  on  every  side,  of  secret  foes  afr^d. 

So  much  the  more  as  she  refusd  to  love,  37 

So  much  the  more  she  loved  naa  and  songht, 

That  oilentimcB  unquiet  strife  did  move 

Amongst  her  lovers,  and  great  quarrels  wrought ; 

That  oft  for  her  in  hloudie  armca  they  fought. 

Which  whenas  Cambcll.  that  was  stout  and  wise. 

Perceiv'd  would  breede  great  mischiefe,  he  bethought 

How  to  prevent  the  peril!  that  mote  riae. 

And  tume  both  liim  and  her  to  honour  in  this  wise. 

One  day.  when  all  that  troupe  of  warlike  wooer«  33 

Assembled  were,  to  weet  whose  she  should  bee. 

All  miglitie  mcu  and  drcadfiill  derring  dooera, 

(The  harder  it  to  make  them  well  agree,) 

Amongst  them  all  this  end  he  did  decree ; 

That,  of  them  all  which  love  to  her  did  make. 

They  bf  consent  should  chose  the  stoutest  three 


s 
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tlie  cliBlence.  as  liimseFe  wai  bold 
id  cournpc  full  of  Jiaugbtit'  liordiinent, 
(roved  oft  in  perila  manifold, 
lich  lie  sU'liirT'd  to  his  KTCut  ornamatti 
.  his  Bielcrs  aliill  untiD  him  lent 
mfidence  aud  hope  of  hajipie  gpeed, 
cd  by  a  ring  which  she  him  sent, 
Lat,  mocpit  the  manie  yprtuea  whii'h  we  reed. 
ad  potrer  to  etaunch  al  wounds  that  mortalljr  did  bl 

rinps  preat  rerttii?  knowen  to  all ; 
lint  dread  thereof,  and  his  redoubted  might, 
id  all  that  joulhly  rout  bo  niiich  aiipsll, 
lat  none  of  them  durst  undertake  the  fiftht : 
ore  "  isc  llicy  weeud  to  make  of  lovo  delight 
iCD  life  to  hazard  for  faire  ladies  iooke ; 
nd  jet  mjcertaini?  by  such  outward  sight, 
liouah  for  her  auke  they  all  Hiat  ^lerill  tooke, 
'hether  she  would  them  love,  or  in  lior  liking:  broolti 

noDEst  tho«ekiiighta  there  were  three  brcthi«iiboU 
iree  Dolder  brethren  never  were  ybome, 
jrne  of  one  mother  in  one  happie  mold, 
]me  at  one  burden  i[i  one  happie  mome ; 
jrifle  happie  mother,  and  thrise  liappie  mome, 
lat  bore  three  such,  three  pueh  not  to  ije  fond  1 
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Their  mother  wat  a  fay,  and  had  the  akiU  41 

Of  secret  things,  and  oU  the  ponrea  of  nature. 

Which  she  by  art  could  Uie  uato  her  will. 

And  to  her  serrice  biad  each  liTinff  ersature. 

Through  lecret  nnderstanding  of  their  feotore. 

Thereto  she  was  right  faire,  whanao  her  faoo 

She  list  discover,  and  of  goodly  stature ; 

But  she.  aa  fayes  are  wont,  in  prine  plaiM 

Did  spend  her  dayea,  and  Wd  in  foreati  wyld  to  space. 

There  on  a  day  a  noble  vouthly  knight,  45 

Seeking  adventures  in  the  salvage  wood. 

Did  by  great  fortune  set  of  her  the  sight, 

As  she  sate  carelesse  by  a  cristall  flood, 

Combing  her  golden  lockcs,  as  seemdher  good; 

And  unawares  upon  her  laying  hold. 

That  strove  in  vaine  him  long  to  have  withstood, 

Opprwsed  her,  and  there  (as  it  is  told)  [bold; 

Got  these  three  lovely  babes,  that  prov'd  three  champions 

Which  ilie  with  her  long  fostred  in  that  wood,  46 

Till  that  to  ripenesse  of  mans  state  they  grew : 

Then,  shewing  forth  giines  of  their  fathera  blood. 

They  loved  armee.  and  knighthood  did  ensew, 

Seeking  adventures  where  they  anie  knew. 

Which  when  their  mother  saw,  she  gan  to  dout 

Their  safetie ;  least  by  searching  daongers  new 

And  rash  provoking  perils  all  about, 

Their  days  mote  be  Etbridged  through  their  oorage  stout. 

Therefore  desirous  th"  end  of  all  their  dayes  47 

To^now,  and  them  t'  enlarge  with  long  extent. 

By  wondrous  skill  and  many  hidden  wayea 

To  the  three  fatall  iiaters  house  she  went ; 

Farre  under  ground  Irora  tract  of  living  went, 

Downe  in  the  bott«me  of  the  deepe  abysse, 

Where  Demogor^on  in  dull  darknesse  pent 

Farre  from  the  view  of  gods  and  heavens  bliss 

The  hideous  chaos  keepes,  Iheir  dreodfnll  dwelling  is. 

There  she  them  found  all  sitting  round  about,  48 

The  dircfuU  distaSe  standing  in  the  mid. 

And  with  unwearied  fingers  drawing  out 

The  lines  of  life,  from  living  knowledge  hid. 

Sad  Clotho  held  the  rocke,  the  whiles  the  thrid 

By  grieely  L^chesis  was  spun  withpaine. 

That  cruell  Atropos  ei^oones  undid. 

With  cursed  knife  cutting  the  twist  in  twoino: 

Moat  wretched  men,  whose  d^ea  depend  on^bfkAftta'i^^<i' 
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S)iF,  them  fainting  there,  bj  tlipni  tnte  atill, 

Beholdinii  how  the  thrids  of  life  they  span ; 

And  trhen  at  laeC  she  had  beheld  her  fill, 

Trembling  in  henrt.  nnd  looldni;  pale  and  wan. 

Her  cauM  of  conimiiig  she  to  tell  began. 

To  whom  tieree  Atro|>os ;  "  Bold  fay,  that  dunt 

Come  wo  the  neeret  of  the  life  of  man, 

Well  worthie  thou  to  be  of  Iotc  sccuMt, 

And  eke  thj  chlldrena  thrids  to  be  asunder  hunt  1" 

Whereat  she  Bore  aJTnird  jet  her  besought 

To  praunt  her  boone,  and  riaour  to  abate. 

That  sh    micht  pee  her  childrens  tlirida  fortb  broaght. 

And  know  the  measure  of  iheir  utmost  date 

■\\1,  .1.  il.  ■;   .   ■■  .  .1  ■  ■  ,■  -  .   ■. :  ■■..■-nnie. 


it  shortlr  came. 

She  (hen  began  them  humbly  to  intreate  SI 

To  draw  ilicm  longer  out,  and  better  twine, 

That  BO  their  lives  might  be  prolonged  late : 

But  LacheaiB  thereat  gan  to  repine, 

Andsayd;  "Fond  dame!  that  deem'et  of  things  dirina 

Aa  of  humine,  that  they  may  alired  bee. 

And  chaung'd  at  pleasure  for  those  impe«  of  thine; 

Jlot  so;  for  what  the  fates  do  once  decree, 

Kot  all  the  gods  can  chaungc,  nor  love  bimBelf  can  free! 

"ThenBincc,"  quoth  she,  "the  tonne  of  each  mans  life    S 

For  Doupht  may  lessened  nor  enlarged  bee ; 
Graunt  this ;  that  when  ve  shred  with  falatl  knife 
Bis  line,  which  is  the  eldest  of  (he  three. 
Which  ia  of  them  the  shortest,  as  I  see, 
Eftsoonea  his  life  may  passe  into  the  next ; 
And,  when  the  next  shall  likewise  ended  bee. 
That  both  their  lives  may  likewise  be  anneit 
Unto  the  third,  that  his  may  be  so  trebly  weit." 

They  granntcd  it ;  and  then  that  careful!  Fay  E3 

Departed  thence  with  full  contented  mynd ; 

And,  eomming  home,  in  warlike  fresh  arsy 

Them  found  dl  three  according  to  thpir  kynd ; 

But  unto  them  what  deetinie  was  aasvnd, 

Or  how  their  lives  were  eekt,  she  did  not  tell ; 

But  erermore,  when  she  fit  time  could  fynd. 

She  Earned  them  to  tend  their  safeties  well. 

And  lore  each  other  dears,  wfaateTer  them  befelL 


no  did  ther  nmlr  dnring  kU  tbdr  dqtfL 
And  nerer  diaeora  did  Miatmggt  tfaeni  fall  i 


Which  miu^  uigiiuiatod  ill  titnr  othw  pnuHt 

And  now,  t'  inoieua  albetion  natanll. 

In  love  of  Canacee  Uuf  iayjted  ill: 

Upon  which  gioimd  thi«  mum  gnat  battell  RnVi 

fGreat  matter  nowing  of  beginiiing  imill,) 

The  which,  for  length,  I  wilTiiot  bow  punwr, 

Bnt  xtiiua  will  icMrre  it  fw  a  oanto  new. 


O !  WHY  doe  wretched  men  ao  mach  dnin 
To  draw  their  dayes  nnto  \i>o  ntmoat  date. 
And  doe  not  rather  wiah  them  aoaoe  expini 
Snowing  the  miaerie  of  their  eitata. 
And  thousand  periJQa  whtch  them  atill  Ktnta, 
ToMing  them  hke  a  boato  amid  the  marne. 
That  every  honre  thej  Imocks  at  Deadtia  gate  I 
''''''       '  I  aeemea  and  least  in  jfta 
LR  end  aa  he  that  moit  d 


Yet  whilett  th^  lived  dj 

Sfore  happie  creaturea  tlwm  tbey  awm'd  to  bea  i 

Tf  or  mora  ennobled  for  their  ooorteaie. 

That  made  them  deareljr  lov'd  of  each  degnet 

Ne  more  renomned  for  tbeir  ohevalfis. 

That  made  them  dreaded  much  of  all  mtn  Erurre  and  nie. 

These  three  that  bardie  chalenge  tooke  ill  lyudt 

Por  Canacee  with  Cambell  for  to  ""*"' 

The  day  waa  aet,  that  all  tnight  tu 

And  pledget  pawnd  the  aame  to  L_ 

That  day,  (the  dreddeat  day  that  li 

Did  ever  a<  "■  '■ 

Soaooneai 

These  wariike  el 

linfiddtl 

wr 
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The  field  with  liates  wag  alt  ahoat  endoi'il.     ^ 

To  buTF  the  prea»e  of  people  farrt-  airay ; 

And  Bt  th'  one  Bide  aixe  iudRt»  n-ere  dispos'd. 

To  Tiew  and  deeme  the  deedee  of  armes  t' 

And  on  tiie  oilier  side  in  frwh  aray 

Fure  Canacee  upon  a  slatcl;  stage 

"Wm  (rt.  to  see  the  fortune  of  tlinl  fniy 

And  to  'be  eeene,  as  his  mo«t  worthy  wage 

^niat  could  her  purciioae  with  his  live'e  advcDtur'd  gage 


W:     1 


Boone  &Aer  did  the  brclhren  three  advance 

In  br*Te  araj-  and  gcNidly  amensnce, 

Wilh  sonlcliiDS  ffilc  and  banners  brood  diaplayd; 

And,  marching  thrise  in  warlike  ordinance, 

Thiiie  lowted  lowly  to  the  noble  Mayd  ; 

^Rie  whiles  ehril  trompeis  and  loud  clarions  sweetlj  pUjd. 

Which  doi'n,  llic  doudity  chalpngfr  came  fcirth,  -,  j 

All  arm'd  to  point,  his  chalenge  to  abet : 

Gainst  whom  Sir  Priamond,  with  equail  worth 

And  equall  armes,  himRelfe  did  forward  set. 

A  trt>mpet  l)lew ;  they  both  together  met 

With  dreadfuU  force  and  furious  intent, 

Carelesse  of  perill  in  their  fiera  affret, 

Ab  if  that  life  to  losse  they  had  forelent, 

And  caied  not  to  spare  that  should  be  shortly  spent. 

Sight  practickc  was  Sir  Friamond  in  fiffht,  ', 

And  throughly  skild  in  use  of  shield  and  speare; 

Se  lesse  approved  was  Cambelloes  might, 

Ke  lesse  his  skill  in  weapons  did  appeare; 

That  hard  it  was  to  weene  which  harder  were. 

Full  many  mightie  strokes  on  either  side 

Were  sent,  that  seemed  death  in  them  to  beare; 

But  they  were  both  so  watchfull  and  well  eyde, 

That  they  avoyded  were,  and  vainely  by  did  a^yde. 

Yet  one,  of  many,  was  so  strongly  bent  ] 

By  Friamond,  that  with  unluckie  glnunce 

3lirough  CambcU  shoulder  it  unwarely  went. 

That  forced  him  his  shield  to  dissdvaunce: 

Much  was  he  grieved  with  that  gracelesae  channce; 

Yet  ftom  the  wound  no  drop  of  blond  there  fell, 

Bnt  wondrous  paine  that  did  the  more  enhaunce 

His  haughtie  courage  to  avengement  fell :  [ 

Binart  &unts  not  mighty  huta,  bnt  makes  them  >* 


TBI  tixara  qhskhb.  * 

With  that,  his  poyuant  fpeare  he  fierce  ftTentred 

With  doubled  foroa  close  iindeFneAth  hii  shield. 

That  through  the  mayles  into  his  thigh  it  entred. 

And.  there  umBtinKt  retidie  way  did  yield 

For  bloud  to  gush  forth  on  the  grasaie  field ; 

That  he  for  poiae  himselfe  a'ot  right  npreue. 

Bat  te  and  fro  in  great  amazement  reei'd ; 

Like  an  old  olce.  whwe  pith  and  sap  is  seare. 

At  pufie  of  ever;  atorme  doth  stagger  here  and  theare. 

Whom  so  dismajd  when  Cambell  had  espide, 
Againe  he  drove  at  him  with  donble  minit, 
That  nought  mote  stay  the  Steele,  till  in  his  side 
The  morUdl  point  most  cruelly  empillht ; 
Where  faat  infixed,  wbiiest  he  sought  bv  slight 
It  forth  to  wrest,  the  st&jfe  aennder  brake. 
And  left  the  head  behinde :  with  which  deepight 
He  all  enrag'd  his  shivering  spparo  did  shake. 
And  charging  <iim  afresh  thus  felly  him  bespake: 

"  Lo !  faitcoT.  there  thy  roeede  unto  thee  take. 
The  meede  of  thy  misdtalenge  and  abet: 
Not  for  thine  owne.  but  for  thy  sisters  sake. 
Have  I  thus  long  thy  life  unto  tiiee  let: 
But  to  forbeare  doth  not  forgive  the  det," 
The  wicked  weapon  heard  hie  wrsthfull  TOW; 
And,  passing  forth  with  furious  afiret, 
Pierst  throogh  his  bever  quite  into  his  brow. 
That  with  the  force  it  backward  forced  him  to  how. 

Therewith  asunder  in  the  midst  it  brast. 

And  in  his  baud  nought  but  the  troncheon  left; 

The  other  halfe  behind  yet  sticking  faat 

Out  of  his  head-peece  Cambell  fiercely  reft, 

And  with  such  furie  backe  at  him  belt. 

That,  making  way  unto  his  dearest  life, 

His  weasand-pipe  it  through  his  gorget  clcflt 

Thence  streames  of  purple  bloud  issuins  rife 

Let  forth  his  wearie  ghost,  and  made  an  end  of  strife. 

Htfl  wearie  ghost  aasoyld  from  fleahly  band 

Did  not.  as  others  wont,  directly  fly 

Unto  her  rest  in  Fiutoes  griesly  land ; 

Ne  into  ayre  did  vanish  presently; 

Ne  cbaUDged  WBB  into  astarre  in  sky; 

But  through  traduction  was  eftaoonea  derived, 

Like  as  his  mother  prayed  the  Destinie, 

Into  his  other  brethren  that  survived. 

In  whom  he  liv'd  anew,  of  former  life  de^nrad. 
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"Wioin  when  on  gronnd  his  brother  neit  behtJ^ 

Though  sod  and  »umu  for  bo  hear;  tiaiit. 

Yet  leave  qdUi  bis  Huron'  did  not  yecid ; 

But  rather  slir'd  to  Ten^eance  and  deapigLt. 

Throiieh  Bpcrct  feeliDC  uf  hia  eenrroua  spiight, 

Busht  fiercely  forth,  the  batl«ll  to  renew, 

Ae  in  reversion  of  hu  brothers  rii^ht ; 

And  chsJenging  the  virgin  aa  his  dew. 

His  fo«  was  lioone  addrest:  the  trompeta  fi-eshlT'  b1« 

With  that  they  both  together  fiercely  met, 

Aa  if  that  each  meat  other  to  devoure ; 

And  with  Ihcir  aiea  both  bo  sorely  bet. 

That  nether  plate  nor  mayle,  whereas  their  powre 

They  felt,  couid  once  suataine  the  hideous  atoime. 

Bnt  rived  were,  like  rotten  wood,  asunder: 

Whilest  tlirough  their  rifli  the  ruddie  bloud  did  shnirre. 

And  fire  did  flash,  lilie  lightning  after  thunder. 

That  fild  the  lookers  on  attonee  with  rath  and  wonder. 

As  when  two  tygera  prickt  with  hnngera  rai^  IC 

Have  by  i;\>od  fortune  found  some  b^^  fresh  epojle. 

On  whieh  they  wecne  their  famine  to  asswsge, 

And  gaine  a  it'sslfiill  guerdon  of  their  tovle; 

B;:.llj  r:illini;  i..nt  Jw  slirre  up  Mrir.full  l.k.yle. 

And  (Tuell  battel!  twist  themselTee  doo  make. 

Whiles  neither  lets  the  other  touch  the  Boyle, 

But  cither  sdeiirna  with  other  to  partake : 

So  eruellj'  thoae  knights  strove  for  that  ladiea  sake. 

JSiU  many  strokes,  that  mortally  were  mcnt,  I! 

The  whiles  were  interchaunged  twiit  them  two ; 

Yet  thev  were  all  with  so  good  wariment 

Or  wBrded.  or  avojded  and  let  goe, 

That  still  the  life  stood  fearelesae  of  her  foe ; 

Till  Diamond,  diadeigning  long  delay 

Of  doubtful]  fortune  wavering  to  and  fro, 

Besolv'd  to  end  it  one  or  other  way ; 

And  heBv'd  bis  murdroos  axe  at  him  with  migh^  Bway. 

Tbo  dreadful  stroke,  ia  case  it  had  arrived  IS 

"Where  it  was  ment.  (so  deadly  it  was  ment,} 

The  soule  had  auro  out  of  his  body  rived. 

And  stinted  all  the  strife  incontinent ; 

But  Cambels  fate  that  fortune  did  prevent: 

For,  seeing  it  at  hand,  he  swarv'd  aiyde. 

And  ao  gave  waf  unto  His  fell  intent ; 

Who,  nuBsiDg  of  the  marks  which  he  had  ^de, 

Wm  with  the  forcv  oi^  ield  whilst  hia  light  foot  diddrdu 


Aa  wIienaTnltaregnedieofhiipi^,  ] 

ThniDgh  luinKer  long  Out  hut  to  loni  dott  lend. 
Strikes  at  iraheioii  wiA  all  hU  bodiei  mr. 
That  frcMn  hia  fbiee  seMnea  oon^t  mv  it  oaftnclt 
The  wane  fowle,  Uut  apiea  Iiiin  toward  bond 
Hia  dreadfiill  Mnue,  ar^Tdea  it,  ahmming  ligMi 
And  maketii  him  hia  wiw  in  raine  to  Kwnat 
That  with  Uu  weight  of  us  owne  waddlMM  nd^ 
He  lallelh  nigh  to  groond,  and  aovie  noometh  ffl(^t 

Wliieh  iUre  adTentnn  when  CambeBo  apide,  i 

Full  lightly,  ere  hinuelfe  he  oonld  reoower 

From  daongm  dread  to  ward  hli  naked  aidc^ 

He  can  let  drire  at  him  with  all  hii  power. 

And  with  hia  axe  him  emote  in  eriU  uinr, 

Tliat  from  lui  ihoolden  enite  hia  head  he  reft : 

The  headlesae  troake,  as  heedlaase  of  lliat  atownr. 

Stood  etill  awhile,  ud  hie  fiut  footing  kc^ ; 

Till,  feeling  lift  to  fi^e,  it  feU,  and  deadlf  dept 


Stand  np  bo  long  and  weapon  vaine  to  weld, 

UnweetiDg  of  the  Fatea  diriue  decree 

For  lifea  succeuion  in  thoae  brethren  three. 

For  notwithitanding  that  One  aoole  was  reft, 

Yet  had  the  bodie  not  diemembred  bee. 

It  would  have  lived,  and  revived  eft ; 

Bat,  finding  no  fit  seat,  the  lifelease  oorse  it  left. 

It  left ;  but  that  lame  eoole  which  therein  dwelt, 

Streight  entriug  into  Triamond  him  flid 

With  doable  liie  and  griefe )  which  when  he  felt. 

As  ooe  whose  inner  parte  had  bene  ythrihl 

With  Doint  of  Bt«ele  tliat  close  his  hartbload  spild. 

He  lightly  lept  out  of  his  place  of  rest 

And,  ruining  forth  into  the  emptie  field. 


Well  mote  je  wonder  how  that  noble  kni^^ 
After  he  had  so  often  wounded  beene. 
Could  stand  on  foot  now  to  renew  the  fight; 
But  had  je  then  him  forth  advaoneing  seenoi 
Some  newbome  wight  ye  would  him  ranif  weenet 
Sofrcihhe  seemed  and  so  fieroe  in  sight ; 
Like  as  a  snake,  whom  wearie  winters  teene 
Hath  wome  to  nought,  now  feeling  sommers  mwht, 
Cuts  off  his  ragged  skin  and  freiblf  doth  lum 
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All  TM.  throngh  vertue  of  the  ring  he  wore ; 
The  whieL  nut  oiiely  did  not  from  him  let 
One  drop  of  bload  to  fall,  bat  did  t«store 
Hij  weakned  pon'crs.  and  dulled  spiHla  whet. 
Throagh  worltiog  of  the  stone  therein  vset 
Else  how  oould  one  of  equall  might  with  moet, 
Ag»itiK  BO  many  no  lesse  miglitio  met, 
Once  thinke  to  matcli  three  Buuli  on  eijuall  coat. 
Three  such  as  able  were  to  match  a  pu»sanl  hostP 

Yet  nODgfat  thereof  wu  diamond  wbedde, 
Ne  desperate  of  gkaiotu  rietArie ; 
Bat  ah^rpely  him  ass^ld,  and  tore  bestodde 
With  he^tea  of  atrokea,  which  he  at  him  let  flie 
Aa  thiclce  as  hayle  forth  poured  from  the  akit : 
He  atrolfe,  he  sotut,  he  fojnd,  he  faewd,  he  laahl^ 


Mnch  was  Cambello  daunted  with  hia  blowes; 
So  thicke  they  fell,  and  forcibly  were  sent, 
That  he  was  forst  from  daunger  of  the  throwea 
Backe  to  retire,  and  somewhat  to  relent, 
Till  th'  heat  of  hig  fierce  furie  ho  had  spent : 
Which  when  for  want  of  breath  gau  to  abate, 
He  then  afresh  with  new  encouragement 
Did  hhn  BSsayle,  and  mightily  amate. 
As  fast,  as  forward  erst,  now  backward  to  retrate. 

lake  as  the  tide,  that  cornea  fro  fh'  ocean  majne, 
Flowes  up  the  Sbenan  with  cootrarie  forse, 
And,  over-ruling  him  in  his  owne  ravue. 
Drives  backe  the  current  of  his  kindly  course. 
And  makes  it  eeeme  to  have  some  other  sourse ; 
But  when  the  flond  is  spent,  then  backe  againe 
His  borrowed  waters  forst  to  re-disbourse. 
He  sends  the  sea  his  owne  with  double  (pune, 
And  tribute  eke  withall,  as  to  his  soverame. 

Thus  did  the  battell  varie  to  and  fro, 

"With  diverse  fortune  doubtfull  to  be  deemed: 

Now  this  the  better  had,  now  had  his  fo; 

Then  he  halfe  vanquisht,  then  the  other  seamed; 

Yet  victors  both  themselves  alwaves  esteemed: 

And  all  the  while  the  diseotray led  blood 

Adowne  their  sides  Uke  litle  nvcrs  stremed. 

That  with  the  wasting  of  his  vitall  flood 

Sir  Triamond  at  iaat  full  faiut  and  feeble  stood. 
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Bnt  Cambell  still  more  BtronK  and  greater  grew, 
Ne  felt  his  blood  U>  wut,  no  powres  emperuht, 
Tbrounh  that  rings  vertue,  tnat  with  Ti^onr  now. 
Still  wheniu  tie  enfeebled  was,  him  ohenatit, 
And  all  hii  woanda  and  all  his  bniiaea  guarisht: 
Like  M  a  withered  tree,  through  huabanda  lojie. 
Is  often  eeene  Aill  ftetbly  to  have  floriiht. 
And  froitrull  apples  to  luive  borne  awhile, 
Aj  freah  as  when  it  firat  wu  planted  in  tha  Bojle. 

Through  which  adrantaffe,  in  his  strength  he  nise 
And  smote  theother  with  so  wondrooa  might, 
That  through  the  seame  which  did  his  haoberk  oloee 
Into  his  throate  and  life  it  pieroed  quighl, 
Thatdowne  he  fell  as  dead  m  all  mena  aig^t: 
Yet  dead  he  wu  not ;  jet  he  enre  did  die, 
Aj  all  men  do  that  lose  the  liriog  spright: 
So  did  one  soule  out  of  his  bodie  flia 
Unto  her  native  home  from  mortall  miaerie. 

But  nathelcsse  whilst  all  the  lookers-on 

Hira  dead  behight,  as  he  to  all  appeard. 

All  unawares  he  started  up  anon, 

As  one  tliat  had  out  of  a  dreme  bene  reard, 

And  fresh  assajld  his  foe ;  who  halfe  aftenrd 

Of  tb'  uncouth  siKht,  as  he  some  ghost  bad  seene, 

Slood  still  amaz'd.  holding  his  idle  sweard ; 

Till,  iiaring  otL«n  by  liim  stricken  beene, 

He  forced  was  to  strike  and  save  himselfe  tnaa  teeue. 


a  feare  the  Stygian  gods  t'  oSenX 

Nc-  follond  on  so  fast,  but  rather  sought 
Ilimeoire  to  pave,  and  daungcr  to  defend. 
Then  hd-  and  iabour  both  in  vaine  to  spend. 
'Which  Triaraond  perceiving,  weened  sure 
He  pan  to  faint  toward  the  battels  end, 
An:l  that  he  should  not  long  on  foote  endure  t 
A  signe  which  did  to  him  the  victorie  assure. 

Whereof  full  blith  eflsoones  his  mightie  hand  33 

He  heav'd  on  hi^h,  in  mind  with  that  same  blow 

To  make  an  end  of  all  that  did  withstand : 

Which  Cambell  seeing  come,  was  nothing  slow 

Himselfe  to  save  from  that  so  deadly  throw; 

And  at  that  instant  reaching  forth  his  sweard 

Close  underneath  his  shield,  that  scarce  did  show. 

Stroke  him,  as  he  is  hand  to  strike  unreard,  [appeard. 

In  ih'  arm-pit  full,  that  through  both,  ndn  ^iua  ^ctoiA 
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Yet  Btill  that  direfull  Btroke  kept  on  his  way. 
And,  fnllmi:;  hearie  on  CambcUoea  rrest. 
Strooke  him  bo  hngely  that  in  s  sn-owne  he  lay, 
Ajid  in  hie  heitil  an  hideotw  irdund  imprecC: 
And  8urp,  had  it  not  happily  foond  reit 
Upon  the  brim  of  his  brode-plaWJ  »hield,_ 
It  would  hare  rleft  his  braine  dotme  to  his  brcst : 
80  both  at  once  foil  dead  upon  the  di^ld. 
And  each  to  otiier  eeemd  thp  victoric  to  field. 

Which  whenao  all  the  lookera-on  belield, 
rhey  weened  sure  the  waire  wad  at  an  end ; 
And  iudees  rose ;  aiid  niBTshala  of  the  Geld 
Sroke  up  the  lisles,  their  aroiee  away  to  ttoA ; 
And  Canaeee  can  n'syle  her  deareat  frend. 
All  suddenly  tliev  boiU  upat«rt«d  lielit. 
Thr  one  out  of  lie  awoirnd  which  hiin  did  blend. 
The  other  breathing  now  another  aprieht ; 
And  fiercely  vaeii  aaea.vling  gSD  afresh"  to  fight. 

Ijode  while  they  tlien  continued  in  that  wize, 

At  if  bul  then  the  hatlell  had  tiei^nne; 

Strokrv.  wounds,  wards,  weapons,  all  they  did  despise  ; 

He  either  ear'd  to  ward,  or  pcrill  shonne. 

DmItoiu  both  to  hare  the  battell  dotme ; 

Ne  either  cared  lifi'  lo  save  or  apiU, 

Ne  which  of  them  did  winne,  ne  which  were  wonne; 

80  weahe  both  of  fighting  had  their  fill. 

That  life  itselfe  ecemd  loathsome,  and  long  safetie  ill. 

'Whilst  thus  tlie  case  in  doubtfnll  ballanee  hong, 
Unsure  to  whether  side  it  would  indine, 
And  all  mena  i-vrs  and  hearls,  wiju-h  there  among 
Stood  gazing,  biled  were  with  ruful  tiue 
And  secret  feare,  to  see  their  fatall  fine ; 
All  suddenly  they  heard  a  troublous  noyes, 
That  seemd  some  perilous  tumult  to  desiue, 
Confus'd  with  womens  (riee  and  shouts  of  boyes. 
Such  as  the  troubled  theatres  oflttmes  annoyes. 

Thereat  the  champions  both  stood  still  a  space. 
To  weeten  what  that  sudden  clamour  merit : 
1,0 1  where  they  spyde  with  speedic  whirling  p.ice 
One  in  a  cbaret  01  stmunge  fumiment 
Towards  them  driving  like  a  stormc  out  sent. 
The  charet  decked  was  in  wondrous  wize 
"With  (told  and  many  a  gorgeous  ornament, 
After  the  Persian  monarks  antiqne  guize. 
Such  ••  the  Duker  seUe  ootild  best  by  art  denM. 


And  dnwna  it  mw  (tbAt  wondor  ii  to  tell) 

Of  two  Krim  lyoni,  taken  frcsi  th»  wood 

In  whidi  tbeir  powre  all  otben  did  ezodl, 

Ifow  made  for^t  dkcdr  ftnnar  enuU  mooo, 

T*  obey  their  nden  iMtt,  u  M«n>ed  good: 

And  t&erein  nte  ■  ladj  paaaing  &ii« 

And  bri^L  that  leemed  bonis  of  Nigeb  brood  I 

And,  with  W  beantu^  boontie  did  eomparc^ 

'Whetlier  of  them  in  her  ahoald  lut«  tiu  gnater  ihan. 


ADO  ui  ine  arus  idm  auimu  win  auooTar< 
Hanng  therein  bene  tnined  maaj  mjtan. 
And  well  inalraeted  by  the  by  her  mother, 
^Thftt  in  Uieume  "J**  une  ei^M  *^^  othv: 


And,  aa  she  parsed  through  th'  nnmlr  prenoe  41 

Of  people  thronging  tbicke  her  to  bdiold. 

Her  aogrie  teame  breaidng  their  bonde  of  peace 

Great  heapea  of  tliem,  like  eheepe  in  narrow  fold. 

For  hast  did  over-nume  in  dust  enroold ; 

That,  thorough  rude  oonfuaion  of  the  rout, 

Some  fearing  ahrielct,  »orae  being  harmed  honld, 

Some  laught  for  aport,  some  did  for  wonder  shout,     [dont. 

And  some,  that  would  aeeme  wiae,  tiieir  wonder  tomd  tu 


(Like  to  thJe  rod  which  Haiae  sonne  dotii  wield 
vVherewith  the  helliah  fiends  he  doth  emfbund ;} 
And  in  her  other  hand  a  cop  the  hild, 
The  which  was  with  Nepenthe  to  the  Iwim  npfild. 

Nepenthe  ia  a  drinck  of  aorerayns  graee. 
Devized  by  the  gods  lor  to  nsawaffe 
Uarta  grief,  and  bitter  gall  aw^  t*]  chaoe 
Which  atin  up  anguish  and  contentious  lagei 
Instead  thereof  sweet  peace  and  qnietage 
It  doth  estabhah  in  the  troubled  tnnd. 
Few  men,  but  such  as  sober  are  and  sage, 
Are  by  the  gods  to  drinck  thereof  aasynd; 
Bat  laoh  as  diinck,  etemall  happineaae  do  frnd. 


So  did  those  olde  Iieroea  lier 
Before  that  they  in  bliaae  an 

Much  more  of  price  and  of  n 
la  this,  then  that  ume  vater 
The  which  Binaldo  drunck  in 
Detcribed  bv  that  famous  Tu 
For  that  haa  mijtht  to  change 
Fro  love  to  hate,  b  change  of  i 
But  thia  doth  hatred  m&e  in 
And  heavT  heart  with  comfort 
Who  would  not  to  this  Tertue 

At  last  arririug  by  the  liBtes  b 
Sbee  with  her  rod  did  sotlly  n 
Which  straight  flew  ope  and  g. 
Eftsoones  ont  of  her  coch  she  I 
And  pacing  fairely  forth  did  bi 
Finit  to  her  brother  whom  she 
That  BO  to  «ee  him  made  her  h< 
And  next  to  Cnmbell.  who«e  an 
Made  her  to  change  her  hew.  a 

Hiey  lightlT'  her  reqnit,  (for  sm 
Hict  had  M  then  her  long  to  ei 
And  eft  them  turned  both  agai: 
Which  when  she  Baw,  downe  01 
Heraelfe  she  threw,  and  teares 
.  Amongst  her  teares  immiiing  ] 
And  with  ber  prayers  ressoDs. 


Of  wluoh  ID  Mtaw  H  tkej  onoe  taited  had. 
Wonder  it  u  tlut  Hidden  th»itg/>  to  Me : 
Initead  of  ftrdcei,  each  other  kueed  gbd. 
And  lorelj  hanlrt,  fiom  feue  ofiwion  mt. 
And  pUgUed  haooi,  for  erer  friendi  to  be. 
Whan  dl  men  wM  thia  cndden  ehaoge  of  tliingi. 
So  moTtaU  fixe  10  fiietuUj  to  agree. 


AD  whidi  when  gentle  Cuaeee  bduU,'  8 

In  heat  ahe  fivmber  loftr  ohiira  deeeended. 

To  weet  what  andden  titunga  waa befald: 

Where  when  ahe  aftw  that  eruell  war  ao  ended, 

And  deadly  foee  ao  Ciithftil]T  afirended. 

Id  loreW  wiae  ihe  gan  that  ladj  neat, 

Whieh  had  BO  gnat  diam»  ao  well  amended  I 

And,  entertainuig  her  with  onrt'aiea  meet, 

Fro&at  to  her  troe  friendship  and  afieetion  aweet. 

Thns  when  they  all  acoorded  goodlr  were,  6 

The  tnunpeta  aonnded,  and  thejr  all  arose, 
Thenoe  to  depart  with  glee  and  gUdaome  ohere, 
Thoae  warlike  cbampiona  both  together  choae 
Homeward  to  march,  themaelTea  there  to  repoae  i 
And  wiie  Cambina,  taking  by  her  aide 
Faire  Canacee  aa  freah  m  mCHUing  roae. 
Unto  her  oooh  remonnting,  liome  aid  ride, 
Admir'd  of  all  the  people  and  mooh  ^orifide; 

Where  making  ioyoui  feaat  their  daiea  they  apeut  S! 

In.  perfect  lore,  derdde  of  hatefiill  strife, 

Allide  with  bands  of  matuall  oonplement ; 

For  Triamond  had  Canacee  to  wife, 

With  whom  he  ledd  a  long  and  happie  lifei 

And  Carabel  tooke  Cambina  to  his  fere, 

The  which  aa  life  were  each  to  otiier  liefe. 

So  all  alike  did  lore,  and  loved  weie. 

That  since  their  di^s  such  loren  were  not  foond  elswere. 
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SllyraBt  makn  ■  tnmryniFnl 

Brlloamrl  vinnH  the  piiie  rtom  *U, 
And  ArWgaU  doth  queU. 

It  offam  FbIb,  fn  hore  it  earat  befell.) 

That  mortal!  f  .-^  .!;>(■  liime  tn  failbfuU  frenda, 

And  friends  j;   .   -i  are  ohaunRd  to  fomicn  fell: 

Tlic  cause  or  l   < f  hoth  their  minds  depends; 

And  th'end  .>ll   .ih  libewiaeof  both  their  ends: 

Por  enmitde,  lluit  of  no  ill  proceeds 

But  of  oceasiou,  with  tb' occasion  ends; 

And  ftiendalup,  vrhieh  a  faint  aflection  breeds 

Without  reeard  of  good,  dyes  like  iE-m^onded  soeda. 

Hut  well  (me  Reemes)  appeared  bv  that  of  lUe 

Twiit  Cambell  and  Sir  Triam.indVri'U ; 

A*  lis  by  this  ;  that  now  a  new  debate 

Stird  up  twixt  Blaiidamour  and  Paridell. 

The  which  by  roiirse  liefala  nie  here  lo  tC'll : 

AMio,  havini;  tlj^-i'  two  other  knigbla  espide 

Marching  af".  t.  .  ;l-  ye  remember  well. 

Sent  forth  tin  ir  Miiurc  to  have  them  both  descride. 

And  eke  thc^i'  7:iii,-kt-d  ladies  riding  them  beside. 

Wlio  btkclce  Tetumina  told,  as  he  had  aeene, 
Th&t  they  were  douithiie  knights  of  dreaded  nam«; 
And  thoM  two  ladies  their  two  loves  nnseene; 
And  therefore  witht  ihcra  without  blot  or  blame 
To  let  them  pasay  at  itill,  fur  droad  ol' shame. 
But  Blandamour.  full  of  rain- glorious  spright, 
And  rather  stird  by  bis  disconifull  dame. 
Upon  them  gladly  would  have  prov'd  his  might. 
But  that  he  yet  was  sore  of  bis  late  lucldeese  fight. 

Tet  nigh  approchioti;  he  them  fowle  hespake. 
Disgracing  tliem,  bimselfe  thereby  to  graco 
As  was  hia  wont ;  so  weening  way  to  make 
To  ladies  love,  whereso  he  came  in  plare. 
And  with  lewd  termea  their  lovers  to  deface. 
Whose  sharpe  provokement  them  incenst  bo  sore, 
That  both  were  bent  t' avenge  hia  usage  base, 
Aad  jran  their  Bhie\da  adii«»*e  &BinHi-s>;«  »S<sw, 
For  evill  deedea  may  \jettet  <iveTy>i»A."«OT4a^«VsTO. 
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Bat  faire  Cambina  with  penwiskms  loyld  5 

Did  mitigate  the  fieroeneBBe  of  their  mode. 

That  for  the  present  thegr  were  reoonOTl'd. 

And  gan  to  treate  of  deeoB  of  annea  aoroae, 

And  strange  adventures,  all  the  way  they  rodet 

Amongst  the  which  thej  told,  as  then  befeU. 

Of  that  great  tom^  whioh  waa  blaaed  brode. 

For  that  rich  girdle  of  fkire  Fkmmell, 

The  prize  of  her  which  did  in  beaatie  meet  eKoelL 

To  which  folke^mote  thejr  all  with  one  oMiaentp  6 

Sith  each  of  them  his  laoie  had  him  bj, 

"Whose  beaatie  each  of  them  thoo^t  ezoellent^ 

Agreed  to  travell,  and  thdr  fbrtonea  iaty. 

So  as  the^  passed  forth,  they  did  espy 

One  in  bngnt  armes  with  ready  speare  in  rest, 

That  toward  them  his  coarse  seem'd  to  apply; 

Grainst  whom  Sir  Pftridell  himselfe  addrest, 

Him  weening,  ere  he  nigh  approcht,  to  have  leprest. 

Which  th'  other  seeing  gan  his  coarse  relmt,  7 

And  yaonted  speare  etteoones  to  disadyaance. 

As  if  he  naught  but  peace  and  i^eesore  meat, 

Now  falne  into  their  fellowship  by  chance ; 

Whereat  th^  shewed  curteoos  coantenaance. 

So  as  he  rode  with  them  accompanide. 

His  roving  eie  did  on  the  lady  glaonce 

Which  Blandamoar  had  riding  oy  his  side : 

Whom  sore  he  weend  that  he  somewhere  tofore  had  eide. 

It  was  to  weete  that  snowr  Florimell,  8 

Which  Ferraa  late  from  Braggadoduo  wonne ; 

Wliom  he  now  seeing,  her  remembred  well. 

How  having  reft  her  from  the  witches  sonne, 

He  soone  her  lost :  wherefore  he  now  beganne 

To  challenge  her  anew,  as  his  owne  priae. 

Whom  formerly  he  had  in  battell  wonne, 

And  proffer  maide  by  force  her  to  reprise : 

Which  scomefoll  omn  Blandamoar  gan  soone  despise ; 

And  said ;  "  Sir  Knight,  sith  ye  this  lady  dame,  9 

Wliom  he  that  hath  were  loth  to  lose  so  light, 

^or  so  to  lose  a  lady  were  great  shame,) 

Yee  shall  her  winne,  as  I  have  done,  in  fight: 

And  lo!  shee  shall  be  placed  here  in  sight 

Together  with  this  hag  beside  h^  set^ 

That  whoso  winnes  her  may  her  have  by  ligb^i 

Bat  he  shaD  hMve  the  hag  that  ia  ybei. 

And  with  harahndeB  ri&,  till  he  MiOTllfMr  ^BtT 
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Th»t  offer  pWW  all  Uie  eompwiT: 

So  Florimell  with  At^  forth  wss  broncht. 

At  which  they  all  gha  Isn^  full  meirily: 

Bat  Bragndocliio  raid,  he  never  thought 

For  meh  ui  haa.  tliat  seemed  worst  then  nonglit 

Hii  penon  to  emperill  no  in  fifibl : 

Sat  if  to  match  that  Isdv  thrv  had  sonaht 

Au<^hetlike.  lliat  were  hke  foire  aj.d  bright. 

Hia  life  he  ihea  would  spend  to  instifie  his  rigtit. 

At  which  hia  vaine  eicnse  thev  all  gan  nnila  I 

A>  KOning  his  unmanly  cowardite  ■ 

And  Florimell  him  fowly  can  revile. 

31iBt  for  her  phVp  rcfii^'d  to  pnforpriie 

Thebattell.  <■•''--*  '-  ■-  \i-.-jh-W  wize; 

And  Atieke  ■     .■'-.:■      ■■■■.ili- 

With  lore  of  !  iriiieli  megprize 

But  nau(tht  1  '     r  pupuiv: 

For  in  bate  minu  nor  mcnnsiup  dwela  nor  enmitj. 

But  Combell  thuB  did  shut  up  all  in  iest;  I 

"  Brave  knights  and  ladies,  certw  ye  do  wronp' 

To  Btirre  up  strife,  when  most  us  needeth  rest, 

That  we  may  ua  reserve  both  fresh  and  strong 

Aeningt  the  tumeiment  which  ii  not  lone. 

"mien  whoso  list  to  fight  may  finhl  his  fill: 

TMl  then  your  challeniieB  ye  may  prolong  ; 

And  then  it  shall  be  tried,  if  ye  will, 

Whether  shall  have  the  hag,  or  hold  (he  lady  atilL" 

Hier  all  agreed ;  so,  turning  all  to  game  1 

And  pleasannt  bord,  they  past  forth  on  their  way; 
And  all  that  while,  wbereeo  they  rode  or  came ; 
That  masked  mock-knight  was  their  sport  and  play. 
Till  that  at  length  upon  th'  appointed  day 
TTnto  the  place  of  tnmeyment  they  came  ; 
^Miere  they  before  Ihem  found  in  fresh  aray 
Manic  a  brave  knight  and  manie  a  daintie  dame 
Amemblcd  for  to  get  the  honour  of  that  game- 
There  this  fairs  crew  arriving  did  divide  1 
Tfaemaelves  asunder :  Blandamonr  with  those 
Of  his  on  th'one.  the  rest  on  th' other  side. 
Bnt  boaathil  Braggadochio  rather  chose. 
For  glorie  vaine.  their  fellowship  to  lose. 
That  men  on  him  the  more  might  gaze  alone. 
Tbe  rest  themselves  in  troupes  did  else  dispose, 
Like  M  it  seemed  best  to  every  one ; 
The  bnighta  in  conplea  mareht  wiUi  ladies  linckt  :ttoii& 
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Then  fint  of  all  forth  eame  Sir  Satynn«,  15 

Bearine  that  nrecious  relicke  in  ao  aAe 

Of  (pAa,  that  twd  eref  might  it  not  proohane ; 

Which  drawing  toitiy  forth  out  of  the  darke. 

He  open  iihewd,  that  all  men  it  mote  mailce  j 

A  f^orgcoiu  girdle,  euriooalr  embost 

With  pearle  and  precious  stone,  woriii  many  a  marko ; 

Yet  did  the  workinanstiip  brre  passe  the  cost: 

It  was  the  same  which  lately  Florimell  had  lost. 

The  same  alofle  he  hnn^  in  open  vew,  16 

To  be  thepriEoof  beantie  and  of  might; 
The  which,  eftaoonea  disoovered,  to  it  drew 

The  eyes  ofsll.  allur'd  with  close  delight. 
And  hearts  quit«  robbed  with  so  Klorioiu  ngbt. 
That  all  men  threw  out  TOwea  and  wishes  vaiaa. 
Tbrise  happie  Udie,  and  thrise  hapi>ie  knight. 
Them  secnid  that  could  ao  goodly  riches  ffaine. 
So  wortliii)  of  the  perill,  worthy  of  the  pome. 

Then  tooke  the  b(dd  Sir  Sa^prane  in  hand  17 

An  huge  great  apeare,  such  as  he  wont  to  wield, 

And,  vauncing  iorth  from  all  the  other  band 

Of  knights,  addrest  hia  maiden-headed  shield. 

Shewing  himseife  all  ready  for  the  field: 

Gainst  whom  there  singled  from  the  other  side 

A  Fainim  knight  that  well  in  armes  woa  ikil'd. 

And  had  in  many  a  battell  od  bene  tride, 

Hight  Bruncheval  tlie  bold,  who  fiersly  forth  did  Tide. 

So  furiously  they  both  together  met,  IS 

That  neither  eould  the  others  force  suataine ; 

Aa  two  fierce  buls,  that  Btrire  the  rule  to  get 

Of  all  the  heard,  mettle  nith  bo  hideous  maine. 

That  both  rebutted  tumble  on  the  plaine  ; 

So  these  two  champions  to  the  ground  were  feld ; 

Where  in  a  maze  tbey  both  did  long  remsine, 

And  in  their  handa  their  idle  troncheons  held. 

Which  neither  able  were  to  wag,  or  once  to  weld. 

Which  when  the  noble  Ferramont  espide,  19 

He  pricked  fortli  in  ayd  of  Satyrau ; 

And  him  against  Sir  Blandamour  did  ride 

With  all  the  strength  and  stifneese  that  be  can. 

Sut  the  more  strona;  and  stiiTely  that  he  ran. 

So  much  more  aorely  to  the  ground  he  fell, 

That  on  an  heape  were  tumbled  horse  and  man : 

Unto  whose  rescue  forth  rode  Paridell  j 

Bat  him  likewise  with  that  same  speara  bs  eke  ^(^^ib^ 
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Which  BraggadocluQ  seeing  had  no  irill 

To  hasten  greatly  to  hie  partirs  ayd, 

jUbee  his  turne  n-ere  next,  but  stood  there  still. 

At  one  that  seemed  doubtiiill  or  diamaf d : 

But  IViatuond,  balfe  wroth  t&  we  him  staid, 

Sternly'  steu  forth  and  rau^ht  away  hia  speare. 

With  which  BO  Bore  he  Ferramont  nssaid. 

Thnt  horse  and  man  to  ground  he  quite  did  beare. 

That  neither  could  in  haat  diemselTea  again  uprea 

Which  to  avenge  Sir  Devon  him  did  diftht. 

Bat  with  no  better  fortune  than  the  rest : 

For  him  likewise  he  quickly  downe  did  smight  t 

And  after  him  Sir  Douglas  him  oddrast ; 

And  after  him  Sir  Palimord  forth  preet ; 

Sut  none  of  them  asainst  hu  strokes  could  stand; 

Bnt,  all  the  more,  the  m  re  hia  praise  increat: 

For  either  they  were  h-ft  upon  toe  land. 

Or  went  away  sore  wounded  of  hia  haplcase  Hand, 

And  now  by  this  Sir  Satrrane  abraid 

Out  of  tbcewowne,  in  which  too  lonp  he  lay; 

And  looking  round  about,  hke  one  dixmaiil, 

Wbenas  he  saw  the  memlesse  affray 

'Which  doughty  Triamond  had  wrouaht  that  day 

TJntJithe  noble  knichts  of  Maidenhead, 

His  mi.htj  heart  did  almost  rend  m  tway 

Por  *'eiT  gall,  that  rather  wholly  dead 

Himselfe  he  wisht  bare  bcene  thcu  in  so  bad  ft  stead. 

EfVaoones  he  gan  to  gatlier  up  around 

His  weapons  which  uy  scattered  all  abrode. 

And,  as  it  ffll,  his  steed  he  reiuiy  found : 

On  Trhom  reTnoimting  lierrelr  forth  he  rode. 

Xiki:  Siiarku  of  lire'  tJuit  iritm  [lie  :uidvili;  (flode. 

There  where  he  aaw  the  valiant  Triamond 

Chasing,  and  laying  on  them  heavy  lode. 

That  none  hia  force  were  able  to  withstond  ; 

So  dreadfiill  were  bis  strokes,  so  deadly  was  his  hond. 

With  that,  at  him  his  beamlike  apeare  be  aimed. 
And  thereto  all  his  power  and  might  apoUde : 
The  wicked  ateele  for  miachiefe  bst  ordained 
And  having  now  misfortnne  got  for  guide, 
Btaid  not  till  it  arrived  in  his  side, 
And  therein  made  a  very  griealy  wound. 
That  streames  of  blood  Lis  armour  all  bedide. 
Much  was  he  daunted  with  (hat  direMl  alownd, 
^nut  funif  ho  himi^hehi  irom  ^^^'"jt  in  a  totuuL 
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Yet,  u  he  misht,  hinuelfe  he  soft  withdrew 
Out  of  the  field,  that  Doae  peroeiv'd  it  plaine  f 
Then  gKD  the  jMrt  of  ohalengeri  anew 
To  range  the  neld,  and  rictorlike  to  rwna. 
That  none  a^;ainHt  them  battell  dunt  maintr 
Br  that  the  gloomy  eremng  on  them  feli, 
Ilat  forced  them  from  fighting  to  re&aine, 
And  trumpet*  eoand  to  coaae  aid  them  WMnpeU : 
So  Sotrrane  that  daj  waa  iudg'd  to  beare  the  belL 

The  morrow  next  the  tumey  Kan  anew ;  28 

And  with  the  first  the  hardr  SatTraoe 

Appear'din  place,  with  all  hie  noble  crew: 

On  th'  other  aide  lull  many  a  warlike  awaine 

Aaaembled  were,  that  glorious  prixe  to  gune. 

But  mongst  them  all  waa  not  Sir  Triamond; 

Unable  he  new  battell  to  damine, 

Throuffh  grievaunce  of  hia  late  receiTed  wound. 

That  doubly  did  him  grieve  when  so  himaelfe  he  found. 

Which  Cambell  leeba;.  thouah  he  could  not  nlre,  27 

Ko  done  undoe,  yet,  for  to  aalre  hia  name 

And  purchase  honour  in  hia  frienda  behalre, 

This  soodly  couut«rfeBamice  he  did  frame : 

Tiic  Bhield  and  armea.  well  knowne  to  be  the  tamo 

"Which  Triamond  had  wome,  unawares  to  wi^t 

And  to  hia  friend  unwi^t,  for  donbt  of  blame 

If  he  misdid,  he  on  himselfe  did  dicht, 

That  none  could  him  diaoenie ;  andso  went  forth  to  fight. 

There  Satyrane  lord  of  the  field  he  found,  23 

Triumphing  in  great  ioy  and  ioUty ; 

Gainat  whom  none  able  was  to  stand  on  irroimdi 

That  much  he  gan  his  alorie  to  enry. 

And  cast  t'  avenge  hie  frienda  indign' 

A  mightie  apeare  eftaoonea  at  him  hi 

^^'bo,  seeing  him  come  on  bo  furioualy, 

Met  him  mid-way  with  ecnall  hardiment, 

That  forcibly  to  ground  tney  both  together  went. 

an  liffhtly  n 

.. ..J .lemselTea  be. 

With  which  they  wrou|{lit  Buch  wondroua  marvels  there 

That  all  the  rest  it  did  aniazed  make, 

Nc  any  dar'd  their  perill  to  partake ; 

Vow  cuffing  close,  now  chaamg  to  and  fro. 

Now  hurtline  round  advantage  for  to  takei 

As  two  wild  Doares  together  grapling  go, 

ChBnfiii([  and  foming  choler  each  againit  bis  fo. 
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So  u  \hey  tyrant,  and  tam^yd  licre  sod  tiieare. 

It  cbwmat  Sir  Satfranc  lug  8le(>d  nt  last, 

Whether  through  foimdriop  or  throngh  soddn  fiore. 

To  stumble,  that  his  rider  aiah  he  Ciui ; 

Which  vauDt^gc  Cambell  did  pursue  ao  fast, 

I^t,  ere  Liniseire  be  had  recovered  well. 

So  sore  he  Bowat  him  on  the  compast  treast, 

Th&t  forc^  him  to  leave  liis  loftv  sell, 

And  mdely  tumbling  domip  unoer  bis  horse-Ceote  felL 

e  from  h'u  sltwd 

ODt  to  be  the  victors  meea; 
's  lit-  ft'lt  EH  hideous  away 


All  irhieli  at  i>ai:e  hufrc  sirokes  on  him  did  pound. 

In  hope  to  lake  Mm  priaocer,  wbere  he  stood  on  groan 

He  with  their  multitude  iras  nought  diamavd 

But  with  stout  courage  turad  upon  them  all, 

And  with  his  brond-irou  rouod  about  him  layd ; 

Of  which  he  dealt  large  almes.  as  did  befall : 

Like  as  a  lion,  that  by  chaunce  doth  fall 

Into  the  hunters  toile,  doth  rage  and  rore. 

In  royall  heart  disdaining  to  he  thrall : 

But  all  in  vaiue :  for  what  might  one  do  more  P 

They  have  him  taken  captive,  though  it  grieve  him  sore 

Whereof  when  newes  to  Triamond  was  brought 
Thereas  he  lay,  his  wound  he  soone  forgot. 
And  Btiuting  up  streisht  for  liis  armour  aougliti 
In  vaine  he  eoufbt ;  for  there  he  found  it  not ; 
Cambello  it  away  before  had  got : 
Cambelloes  armes  therefore  he  on  hira  threw. 
And  lightly  isaewd  forth  to  take  his  lot. 
There  ne  in  troupe  found  all  that  warlike  crew. 
Leading  his  friend  away,  full  sorie  to  his  Tew. 

Into  the  thickest  of  that  inij^htly  preasse 

He  thrust,  and  smote  donne  all  th^t  was  betwcene 

Caried  with  fervent  zeale ;  ne  did  he  ceassc. 

TiU  that  he  came  where  he  bad  CambcU  scene 

Idke  captive  thral  two  other  knights  atwcene : 

There  he  anion^t  them  cruel]  havoc ke  makes, 

lliat  they,  whidi  lead  him,  soone  enforced  beene 

To  let  him  loose  to  save  their  proper  stakes ; 

yfho,  being  freed,  fiom  one  a  weapon  fiercely  takes  I 
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"With  that  he  drirea  at  them  wiUi  dreadfnll  mif^^  9 

Both  in  remembranoe  of  hiB  fnenda  late  harme. 

And  in  reveng:ement  of  hu  awne  despight ; 

So  both  together  give  a  new  allarme, 

Ab  if  hot  now  theiiatt*!!  wezed  wume. 

Ab  when  two  greedy  wolrea  doe  breaVe  bj  force 

Into  an  heard,  farre  from  the  husband  farme, 

'they  epoile  and  rarine  without  all  remone : 

So  (ud  these  two  through  all  the  field  their  foea  eofoiee. 

Fiercelj  they  followd  on  their  bolde  empriie,  3 

Till  trumpeta  sound  did  warne  them  all  to  reat : 

Then  all  with  one  consent  did  yeeld  itte  prize 

To  Triamond  and  Ctunbell  aa  the  beat : 

But  Triamond  to  Cambell  it  relest. 

And  Camhell  it  to  Triamond  traDsferd ; 

Hack  labouring  t'  advance  the  others  geat, 

And  nuike  hia  pruae  before  hia  owne  preferd : 

So  that  the  duome  was  to  another  daj  difierd. 

The  last  daj  came;  when  all  those  knightea  againe  3 

Assembled  were  their  deedes  of  armes  to  ahew. 

Full  many  deedes  that  day  were  shewed  plaiae : 

But  Satvrane,  bove  all  the  other  crew, 

llis  wondrous  worth  declard  in  all  mens  view  ; 

For  from  the  first  he  to  the  last  endured : 

And  though  some  while  Fortune  from  Mm  withdrew. 

Vet  evermore  his  honour  he  recured. 

And  with  unwearied  powre  his  party  still  assured. 

Ne  was  there  knight  that  ever  thought  of  annes,  3 

But  that  his  utmost  prowease  there  made  knowen : 
That,  by  their  many  wounds  and  carelesse  harmes, 
By  shivered  spcarea  and  sworda  all  under  strowen. 
By  scattered  shields,  was  easie  to  be  showen. 
There  might  ye  see  loose  steeds  at  randon  ronne. 
Whose  lueklesse  riders  late  were  overthrowen ; 
And  smiiers  make  hast  to  heipe  their  lords  fordonne : 
But  stUl  the  knights  of  Maidenhead  the  better  wonne. 

Till  that  there  entred  on  the  other  side  3 

A  straimgcr  knight,  from  whence  no  man  could  reed. 
In  quvt^nt  disguise,  full  hard  to  be  deacride : 
For  all  his  armour  was  like  salvage  weed 
With  woody  mosse  bedight,  and  all  his  steed 
With  oaken  leaves  attrapt,  that  seemed  fit 
For  salvage  wisht,  and  thereto  well  agreed 
Uis  word,  which  on  his  ragged  shield  was  wnt) 
SaloagMm  §a»M  fixate,  ihiewiiia  secret  wit 
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He,  at  Iu<  first  incommmg.  obarg'd  liia  apere 
At  Ikim  ttmt  tint,  appeared  in  hia  light ; 
That  was  tn  vrwt  tlie  stout  Sir  Saocliere. 
Who  well  vBs  knowen  to  be  a  valiant  l[iuglit> 
Approved  .ift  in  many  a  perloua  flaht : 
Hun  at  the  first  nocount^r  downs  be  imote, 
And  over-bore  beyond  his  crouper  qiiigbt ; 
And  afWr  him  another  knight,  that  hote 
Sir  Briaoor,  so  sore,  tliat  none  him  life  behota. 

nien,  ere  Itia  hand  he  rcArd.  he  overthrew 

Seven  knights  one  after  otlier  aa  they  eouie ; 

And,  when  his  spenre  was  brust,  his  sword  he  drew 

The  inatramcDt  of  wrath,  and  with  the  same 

Far'd  like  a  lyou  in  his  bloodio  anae. 

Hewing  and  slashing  shields  and  helmets  bright, 

And  beating  donne  whatever  nigh  him  cams. 

That  every  one  pm  shim  his  dreadfull  sight 

Ko  leue  uian  death  itaelfe,  in  daungerous  aSH^t. 

Uuch  wondred  all  men  what  or  whence  he  ratno. 

That  did  ar  ' 

And  each  ul  other  piii  inqiii 


That  did  amoncit  (be  troupcB  m 

And  each  of  olber  piii  inquire  hia  name : 

But,  wheu  they  could  not  learn  it  by  no  wiie, 

Mo«t  answerable  to  his  wyld  disguize 

It  seemed,  him  to  Icrme  the  salvage  knight : 

But  certes  his  right  name  was  otherwize, 

Though  knowne  to  few  that  Arthegall  he  hisht. 

"Die  doughtiest  knight  that  liv'd  that  day.  and  most  oFmigU 

Thus  was  Sir  Satyrane  nith  all  his  band  t 

By  his  sole  manhood  and  atchievemcnt  stout 

Dismay 'd.  that  none  of  thvm  in  field  durst  stanj. 

But  braten  were  tind  i'b.L*^r.'d  all  abinit. 

So  be  continued  all  that  diiy  tlir>)ughouC, 

Till  evening  that  the  sunne  gan  downward  bend ; 

Then  rushed  forth  out  of  the  thickest  rout 

A  atraunger  knight,  that  did  his  c.lorie  shend  : 

So  nought  maj  be  esteemed  happie  till  the  end ! 

He  at  bis  entrance  charg'd  his  powrefull  speare  ft 

At  Arthegnll,  in  middest  of  his  pryde, 

And  therewith  smote  him  on  his  umbricre 

So  sore,  that  tombling  backe  he  downe  did  sljde 

Over  his  horses  taile  above  a  stryde ; 

Tftrhence  litle  lust  he  had  to  rise  againe. 

Which  Cambel!  seeing,  much  the  same  cnvyde, 

And  ran  at  him  with  all  his  might  and  maine  ; 

But  ahortlj  was  likewise  aeene  Ijing  od  the  plains 


THB  FAXSTX  QUSBVl.  453 

"Whereat  full  inly  wroth  was  Triamond,  45 

And  cast  t'  ayenge  the  shame  doen  to  his  fireend : 

But  by  his  friena  himselfe  eke  soone  he  fond 

In  no  lesse  neede  of  helpe  then  him  he  weend. 

All  which  when  Blandamour  from  end  to  end 

Beheld,  he  woxe  therewith  displeased  sore, 

And  thought  in  mind  it  shortly  to  amend : 

His  si>eare  he  fentred,  and  at  nim  it  bore ; 

But  with  no  better  fortune  then  the  rest  afore. 

Full  many  others  at  him  likewise  ran ;  46 

But  all  or  them  likewise  dismounted  were: 

Ne  certes  wonder ;  for  no  powre  of  man 

Could  bide  the  force  of  that  enchaunted  speare. 

The  which  this  famous  Bntomart  did  beare ; 

With  which  she  wondrous  deeds  of  arms  atchieyed. 

And  oyerthrew  whatever  came  her  neare. 

That  all  those  stranger  knights  full  sore  agrieyed. 

And  that  late  weaker  band  of  chalengers  relieved. 

like  as  in  sommers  day  when  raging  heat  47 

Doth  bume  the  earth  and  boyled  rivers  drie, 

That  all  brute  beasts  forst  to  refraine  fro  meat 

Doe  hunt  for  shade  where  shrowded  they  may  lie, 

And,  missing  it,  faine  from  themselves  to  flie ; 

All  travellers  tormented  are  with  naine : 

A  watry  cloud  doth  overcast  the  slue, 

And  poureth  forth  a  sudden  shoure  of  raine, 

That  ^  the  wretched  world  recomforteth  againe  t 

So  did  the  warlike  Britomart  restore  48 

The  prize  to  kniphts  of  Maydenhead  that  day, 

"Wliich  else  was  like  to  have  bene  lost,  and  bore 

The  prayse  of  prowesse  from  them  all  away. 

Then  shrilling  trompets  loudly  gan  to  bray, 

And  bad  them  leave  their  labours  and  long  toyle 

To  ioyous  feast  and  other  pcntle  play, 

WTiere  beauties  prize  should  win  that  pretious  spoyle, 

"WTiere  I  with  sound  of  trompe  will  also  rest  awLyle. 
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Tbt  lidlt)  tor  Ihr  glrdlt  itrlra 

or  Ummn  riortmen: 
ScailAinaur,  fommtAg  to  CutbI  b« 

DoUi  >l«pc  trom  him  upcL 

It  liBtli  ben"  tlironcli  "11  apes  erer  iteene. 

TTjat  with  ih'  praise  of  snnee  and  ehernlrie 

The  prize    I  1"  nulie  atJI  hath  lomed  b^ene  j 

And  that  f._r  r.  hm,i  -  .,,<  nil  pnril,  !■ 

For  either  doili    r    t  '  >-  ' 

For  he  me  seimr .  i  rre. 

That  can  btrbi^r 

And  sherooit  fit  hiB '(niii    1  thdfpirro, 

Tliat  fairest  is,  and  froin  her  faiih  will  never  swerve. 

So  fitly  nott  here  corametli  nr.tt  in  place, 

After  the  proofs  of  Tininrsse  ended  ifell. 

The  conlroTerse  of  heimties  soveraine  price; 

In  whirh,  to  her  that  dolh  the  most  t'lcell, 

Shall  fall  the  jrirdle  of  faire  Florimell : 

That  many  wuth  to  win  for  plorie  vaine. 

And  not  for  vertuoun  use,  which  some  doe  tell 

That  itlorioUB  belt  did  in  itscife  contains, 

TMiicli  ladies  ought  to  love,  and  seekc  for  to  obtain;. 

That  ginile  gare  Ibe  verlue  of  rhast  love 
And  B  ivehood  true  to  all  that  did  it  bearc ; 
But  whosoever  contra rie  doth  prove. 
Might  not  the  same  about  her  middle  wraro 
But  it  would  loose,  or  else  asunder  leare. 
Whilome  it  was  (ae  Faeries  wont  report) 
Dane  Venus  girdle,  by  her  'steemed  dearc 
"What  time  she  usd  to  live  in  wively  sort. 
Hut  layd  aside  wlienso  she  usd  her  looser  sport. 

Her  husband  Vulcan  whylome  for  her  sake. 
When  first  he  loved  her  with  heart  entire. 
This  prelioiis  ornament,  they  say.  did  make. 
And  wrouaht  in  Ijcmnos  with  unt^iicnched  fire: 
And  afterwards  did  for  her  loves  first  hire 
Give  it  to  her.  for  ever  to  remaine. 
Therewith  to  bbd  lascivious  desire, 
And  loose  affections  streiphtly  to  restraine ; 
WTiich  vcrtue  it  for  ever  after  did  retoiue. 
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The  same  one  day,  when  she  henelfe  dispoed  5 

To  vigite  her  beloved  paramoure, 

The  ffod  of  warre,  she  from  her  middle  loosd. 

And  led  behind  her  in  her  secret  bowre 

On  Acidalian  mount,  where  many  an  howre 

She  with  the  pleasant  graces  wont  to  play. 

There  florimell  in  her  first  ages  flowre 

Was  fostered  b^  those  graces,  (as  they  say,) 

And  brought  with  her  m>m  thence  that  goodly  belt  away. 

That  goodly  belt  was  cestus  hight  by  name,  6 

And  as  her  life  by  her  esteemed  deare : 

No  wonder  then,  if  that  to  winne  the  same 

So  many  ladies  sought,  as  shall  appeare ; 

For  pearelesse  she  was  thought  that  it  did  beare. 

And  now  by  this  their  feast  all  being  ended. 

The  iudges,  which  thereto  selected  were, 

Into  the  Martian  field  adowne  descended, 

To  deeme  this  doubtfull  case,  for  which  they  all  contended. 

But  first  was  question  made,  which  of  those  knights  7 

That  lately  tumeyd  had  the  wager  wonne : 

There  was  it  iudged,  by  whose  worthie  wights, 

Tliat  Sat>Tane  the  first  day  best  had  donne: 

For  he  last  ended,  haying  first  begonne. 

The  second  was  to  Triamond  behight. 

For  that  he  sav'd  the  victour  from  fordonne : 

For  Cambell  victour  was,  in  all  mens  sight. 

Till  by  mishap  he  in  his  foeraens  hand  md  light. 

The  third  dayes  prize  unto  that  straunger  knight,  8 

Whom  all  men  term'd  knight  of  the  hebene  speare, 

To  Britomart  was  given  by  good  right; 

For  that  with  puissaunt  stroKe  she  downe  did  beare 

The  salvage  knight  that  victour  was  whileare, 

And  all  the  rest  which  had  the  best  afore, 

And,  to  the  last,  uuconquer'd  did  appeare ; 

For  last  is  deemed  best :  to  her  therefore 

The  fa}Test  ladie  was  aiudged  for  paramore. 

But  thereat  greatly  grudged  Arthegall,  0 

Awd  much  repynd,  that  both  of  victors  meede 

And  eke  of  honour  she  did  him  forestall : 

Yet  mote  he  not  withstand  what  was  decreede; 

But  inly  thought  of  that  despightfuU  deedo 

Fit  time  t'awaite  avenged  for  to  bee. 

This  being  ended  thus,  and  all  agreed, 

Then  next  ensew'd  the  paragon  to  see 

Of  beauties  praise,  and  yeeld  the  fayrest  her  due  fe^. 
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Then  firet  Csmbellg  bronght  into  Iheir  view 

His  f«ire  CsTnliina  ooTered  nitb  ft  veale ; 

Wbioh  bem((  once  witlidrawoe,  most  pnfeet  hew 

Ajid  passing  beautic  did  edaoooem  rereals. 

That  able  was  weake  harts  aw«y  to  steals. 

Sext  did  Sir  Trinmond  unto  their  sieht 

The  face  of  his  deare  Canacee  uaheale ; 

Whose  beauties  beame  eftsoones  did  shine  so  bri^i^a 

IHiat  das'd  the  ejea  of  all.  as  nith  ciceodinff  li^U      ' 

And  atVer  her  did  Paridell  produce 

His  false  Diuusa.  that  she  i[ii);lit  be  seeue; 

Who  with  hpr  fgrgod  beauliw  did  gtxiuee 

The  henrts  of  some  that  fairest  her  did  weene; 

Aa  diviTse  wits  affected  divers  beene. 

Then  did  Sir  Ferramont  unio  them  shen- 

His  Lucida,  that  wai  full  faire  and  sheene ; 

And  after  thtse  an  hundred  ladies  moo 

Appear'd  in  place,  the  which  each  other  did  outgoc;. 

All  which  whoso  dare  thinke  for  to  enchace. 
Him  ncedcth  sure  a  ooldL^n  pen  I  weene 
To  tell  the  feature  of  each  Koodly  fare. 
For,  since  the  day  that  they  created  beene, 


IF  Chian  foike  i 
By  view  oi  aU  the 
So  many  foirc  did  si 

At  last,  the  moat  rc<ioubted  Britooesse 

Her  lovely  Amoret  did  open  shew; 

"Whose  face,  discovered,  plaiuely  did  eitpressa 

TTie  lieavcnlv  p.iurtraii't  of  briclil  aniri'ls  heiv. 

Well  weonea  all,  which  Iht  ihni  timeMiJ  vew. 

That  ahe  should  surelj  beare  the  bell  awaj ; 

Till  Blandamour,  who  thought  he  had  the  trew 

And  rely  Florimell,  did  her  display ; 

The  sight  of  whom  once  seene  did  all  the  rest  dismay. 

For  all  afore  that  seemed  fayre  and  bright. 


Amongst  the  lesser  starres  in  evening  cWrc. 

All  that  her  saw  with  wonder  ravinht  weare, 

And  weend  no  mortall  crealure  she  should  bee. 

But  some  celestiall  shape  that  flesh  did  bearc : 

Yet  all  were  glad  there  Florimell  to  see ; 

Xt*  tboaght  thai,  Florimell  was  not  lo  faire  as  eheo. 


Ab  Roilefbll  goldimitli  that  bjr  Morot  ikill 
'Wlui  pddan  fityle  dotb  findj  orts-mti 
Some  Saior  meUll,  wlneli  ocmuiuod  ne  WiD 
TTnto  the  TolgH  fiir  good  gold  ii 

He  much  moi -' —  "■ 

To  hide  his  fi , 

So  hard  thii  idole  wu  to  be  ared, 

Thftt  Florimdl  bendfe  in  ■Umenirew 

She  Mem'd  to  piwe.    Bo  taeged  thing!  do  fiimt  ahnr. 

Then  wu  that  golden  belt  b7  dooms  of  ill 
Grmnnted  to  her,  m  to  the  fimcetdame, 
Which  b«ns  hran^t,  aboatlier  middle  nnaO 
The;  tlinnjht.  to  ftnd,  aa  beat  it  her  beeame ; 
Sot  b7  no  meanea  thejr  eonld  it  thnrato  flwne  I 
!For,  erei  aa  they  ftatned  it,  it  looa'd 
And  fell  awaj,  aa  feding  aeont  blame. 
Full  oft  about  hn  waet^  it  enoloa'd; 
And  it  aa  oft  waa  from  aboot  her  wait  diadoi'd  i 

That  all  men  iTondred  at  the  UD couth  light. 
And  each  one  thouKht,  m  to  their  tatuAet  nme: 
But  aha  henelfe  did  thinke  it  doen  for  apisht, 
And  tonched  was  with  lecret  wrath  ana  Boame 
Therewith,  as  thinK  (Jevi^'d  her  to  de&me, 
n  maoy  other  ladieE  likewise  tride 


But  when  they  thought  it  faat,  eflaoonea  it  waa  nntide. 

"Which  when  that  Ecoraefull  squire  of  dames  did  Tew 

He  lowdlf  gan  to  Inngh,  and  thua  to  ieat; 

"  Ala«  for  pittie  that  ao  faire  a  crew, 

As  like  cannot  be  seene  from  ea«t  to  weel^ 

Cannot  find  one  this  oirdle  to  inrest! 

Fie  on  the  man  that  did  it  fint  invent. 

To  shame  us  all  with  tbia.  ungirt  umbUrtt 

Let  never  ladie  to  his  lore  aaaent. 

That  hath  this  day  so  many  so  nnmanlf  shent." 

Thrrreat  all  knifibts  gan  laugh,  and  ladies  lowre : 

Till  that  at  but  the  gentle  Amoret 

Likewise  assayd  lo  prove  that  Kirdles  powrei 

And,  having  it  abont  her  middle  set, 

INd  find  it  fit  nithouten  breach  or  lett 

Whereat  the  rest  gan  greatly  to  envie : 

Bnt  Florimell  excAdingly  did  fret, 

And,  snatching  timn  her  hand  halfe  angrilj 

The  bdt  againe,  abont  her  bodie  gan  it  tiet 
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Tet  nath6more  would  it  lier  bodie  fit ; 

Yet  natiielM(«e  to  her,  as  her  dew  right, 

It  yielded  bhs  by  them  tiftt  iiidged  it; 

And  fbe  heoelfp  adiiid^ced  to  the  knight 

That  bore  the  hebenc  speare.  a^  wonne  ill  fi^t. 

But  Brilomart  would  not  thereto  assent, 

Ne  her  owne  Amoret  forsoe  eo  light 

For  that  straoge  dame,  wnose  beauties  woaderm^Dt 

She  lease  eaUem'd  then  th'  uthers  vertuous  goveromat. 

Whom  when  the  rest  did  see  her  to  jvftwe, 

They  were  full  glad,  in  hope  themaelvee  to  get  heri 

Yet  at  her  ehoice  they  all  did  greatly  muse. 

Bat.  after  that,  the  iudges  did  arret  her 

Unto  the  second  best  that  lov'd  her  better; 

That  was  the  salvage  knight ;  but  he  was  gone 

In  ffreat  displeasure,  ihnt  he  could  not  get  her. 

'Tbea  was  shi;  iudfred  Triamood  his  one  ; 

But  Tiiamoud  lor'd  Canacee  and  other  none. 

Tbo  unio  Satrran  she  was  adiudgi?d. 

Who  was  rigut  glad  to  caine  so  goodly  meed : 

But  Blaudamour  thereat  full  greatly  grudged, 

And  I  itie  prays'd  his  labours  evill  speed. 

That  for  to  vrinne  the  Bnddle  lost  the  steed. 

Me  lesse  lliereftt  did  Paridell  complaino, 

And  (bought  t'  appeale,  from  that  which  was  decreod. 

To  single  combat  with  Sir  Satyrnne : 

Thereto  him  At&  sttrd.  new  discord  to  maint&ine. 

And  eke,  with  these,  full  tunny  other  knighU 
She  through  her  wicked  working  tUd  incense 
Her  to  demaund  and  cbalenge  as  their  nghta. 
Deserved  for  iheir  perils  recompense. 
Amongst  the  rest,  with  boastrull  vaine  preteoee 
Slept  Braggadothio  forth,  and  as  his  tlirall 
Her  clayn'd,  bv  him  in  battell  wonne  long  sens : 
Whereto  herselfe  he  did  to  witnesse  eaU ; 
Who,  bemg  askt,  accordingly  confeased  uL 

Thereat  exceeding  wroth  was  Satyr»n; 

And  wroth  with  Sat.tTan  was  Blandamour; 

And  wrotli  with  Blandamour  was  Erivan ; 

And  at  them  both  Sir  ParidcU  did  loure. 

So  all  tog  'ther  stird  up  stri  idl  stoure, 

And  readie  w<re  mw  battell  to  darra.ue: 

Eiuh  one  Tirofest  t.>  b^  Iicr  p.iramoure. 

And  Tow'd  with  fpeare  and  shield  it  to  maintaine; 

Ve  iodgeg  powiei  no  reasons  rule,  mote  theui  realnun«. 


WIdch  troaUou  ilim  lAoa  Satrnne  am^A 
He  na  to  cMt  Ixnr  to  appMM  toe  Mme^ 
AnoT  to  aeoord  them  all,  tbii  nMBsetttaria'd; 
Fint  ID  the  mi^  to  let  tbat  bg-feat  dame. 
To  whom  each  oae  hit  ehalenge  ahonh'  "    * 

And  he  himMlfe  hia  right  woidd  eke  p ^..  . 

Then,  looke  to  whom  ane  Tolontarie  oame. 
He  ihoold  vithont  diatnrbani  e  her  poaaesae : 
8iMtt«  it  tit  loM  Hat  eomat  alone  with  mlliMff»§tm. 

Thrj  all  agteed :  and  then  that  anowj  mi^d  26 

Wb«  in  the  middeat  p)aat  among  them  all ; 

All  on  hei-  gaaing  wiut,  and  Towd,  and  iRv4 

And  to  the  queene  of  beantie  oloae  did  eall. 

That  »he  unto  their  pmtion  might  befalL 

Then  whm  ahe  long  uad  lodrt  upon  each  one. 

Aa  thoQgh  ahe  wifhed  to  hare  pleaad  them  all. 

At  laat  to  Braggadoohio  aelfe  atone 

She  came  of  h^r  accord,  in  apight  of  all  hii  fone. 

Which  when  thejr  all  beheld,  they  ehaft,  and  ng'd,  27 

And  iToie  nigh  mad  for  Terr  harta  deapiglit, 

Th  :t  from  reveni^  their  irillea  they  ac  irae  aaawag'd ; 

Some  Ihonffht  from  him  her  to  hare  reft  by  might  t 

Some  profiiT  made  witli  him  Cor  ber  to  fight : 

But  l^e  nought  car'd  for  all  that  they  could  aay; 

For  he  their  irorda  a«  wind  esteemed  light : 

Yet  not  fit  place  he  thou  Jit  it  there  to  atay. 

But  aecretly  from  thcace  that  night  her  bore  away. 

They  which  remaynd,  ao  aoone  aa  they^  pemi**d  23 

That  ahe  was  eoue,  depart  d  thence  with  apeed, 

And  f  itlow'd  tliem,  in  mind  her  to  hare  rear'd 

From  wight  nnworthie  of  lo  noble  meed. 

In  which  poureuit  how  each  one  did  aacceede. 

Shall  elae  be  to  d  in  order,  aa  it  fell. 

But  now  of  Br'tomart  it  here  doth  neede 

The  hard  adveuturea  and  atr.mge  hapa  to  tell ; 

Since  with  the  rest  she  went  not  after  FlorimtiL 

For  ioone  aa  ihe  them  «iw  to  disMird  let^  29 

Her  Hat  noloneer  in  that  place  abide; 

But,  takinii  witli  her  lortly  Amoret, 

Upon  her  fint  Bdrenture  forth  did  ride. 

To  ieelie  her  lor'd,  making  blind  lore  her  gnido. 

U'liucbi '  mayd,  to  aeeke  her  enemie  I 

TJnluckie  mayd,  to  aeelce  h  m  farre  and  wide, 

WhoDi,  when  he  waa  nnto  heraelfe  moat  nie. 

She  through  his  late  diagniaement  oonld  bam  wA  &MQn»^ 
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So  much  the  more  her  griefo,  the  mora  her  t07le ; 
Yet  neither  toyle  nor  griefe  abe  onw  did  span). 
Id  seeking  him  thM  saould  her  paine  asitiyle ; 
^V^le^t■to  great  comfort  in  her  sad  miafare 
Was  Amoret,  companion  of  her  care : 
Who  litewise  Boa;ht  her  lorer  long  midwent, 
T!ie  gentle  Seudamour.  (those  heart  wnilearo 
That  Btrrfull  hag  with  eenlous  discontent 
Had  Sli,  that  he  to  lel[  rerenR  ycaa  fiilty  bent ; 

Bent  to  reveni^  on  blameletise  Britomart  _ 

The  crime  which  cursed  Ate  kindled  earst, 

The  which  like  thomes  did  pricke  his  gealoas  hart. 

And  through  his  soule  like  poysned  Hrrotr  pent. 

That  by  no  reason  it  might  bo  rcverst. 

For  ought  that  Glauc&  could  or  doe  or  say: 

For,  aye  the  more  that  she  tlio  same  reherat, 

Tho  more  il  nauld  and  griev'd  him  nipht  and  day- 

That  nought  liut  d  re  revenge  his  anger  mote  de  traj. 

So  as  they  traTplled,  ihp  droupina  night,  S3 

Covered  with  chiudie  -torme  and  oitter  ?hnwre, 

Tliat  dreadful!  aeem'd  to  every  living  wigUt, 

Upon  them  fell,  before  hor  timely  howTe ; 

That  forced  them  to  seeke  some  covert  bowre,  , 

"Where  they  might  hide  their  heads  in  quiet  rest, 

And  shrowd  their  persons  from  that  stormie  slowre. 

Not  farre  airay,  not  meete  for  any  guest. 

They  apide  a  little  cottage,  like  some  poore  mans  nest; 

Under  a  atcepe  hiUes  side  it  plaeed  was,  33 

There  whi're  the  mouldred  earth  had  cav'd  the  banke; 

And  fast  b^'fidy  a  little  hrooke  did  pns 

Of  mutUiie  >vat,-r,  tliiK  like  pi^ddU'  stnnke. 

By  which  few  crooked  sallowea  grew  in  ranke ; 

Whereto  approaching  nigh,  they  beard  the  sound 

Of  many  yron  hamraeni  beating  ranke, 

And  answering  their  wearie  tumes  around. 

That  seemed  some  blackamfth  dwelt  in  that  desert  ground 

^niere  entring  in,  they  fonnd  the  goodman  selfe  34 

Fnll  busily  unto  his  worke  ybent ; 

Who  waa  to  weet  a  wretched  wearish  elfe. 

With  hollow  eyes  and  tawbone  cheeke»  forspent, 

As  if  he  had  in  pnson  long  bene  pent : 

Full  blacke  and  griesly  did  his  face  appeare, 

Besmeard  with  smoke  that  ni^b  bis  eye-sight  blent ; 

aelyahean. 


Buden 
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With  blittred  haaia  enMngat  the  oiDden  brent. 

And  fineera  filthie  with  long  navlea  nupored, 

Sight  fit  to  rend  Oie  Tood  on  which  he  Gu«d. 

His  name  iru  Care ;  a  bhtckstaitL  br  hu  trade, 

That  neither  day  nor  night  from  workui|t  spared. 

But  to  amall  purpose  yron  wedge*  made ; 

Those  be  unquiet  thon^lita  that  earefbll  loinda  inrade. 

In  which  bis  worke  he  had  aixe  terraoti  prest,  I 

About  the  andvile  standing  erennore 

'With  huge  great  hammers,  that  did  nerer  rest 

Prom  heapbg  strodies  which  thereon  sonaed  tore : 

All  siie  strong  groomei,  bat  one  then  oUier  more ; 

For  by  degree*  th^y  all  were  diaacreed ; 

So  likewise  did  the  hamnien  which  they  bore 

Like  belles  in  greatnesse  orderly  aucceed. 

That  he,  which  waa  the  last,  the  firat  did  farre  eiceede. 

He  like  a  monstrous  gyant  aeein'd  in  sight. 
Farre  tiasaing  Bronteus  or  Fyracmon  great. 
The  which  in  Lipari  doe  day  and  nifiht 
Frame  tliunderbolts  for  loves  areDgefull  threate. 
So  dreadfully  he  did  the  andvile  beat, 
That  Ecem'd  to  dust  ho  shortly  would  it  drive : 
So  huge  his  hammer,  and  so  nerce  his  heat. 
That  Buem'd  a  rockc  of  diamond  it  could  rire 
And  rend  asunder  quite,  if  he  thereto  list  strive. 

Sir  Scudamonr  there  entring ;  mnch  admired 


Tho  manner  of  their  «  orke  a: 


And,  having  long  beheld,  at  last  engu^ed 

The  esuse  and  end  thereof;  but  all  m  vaine ; 

Fur  they  for  nought  would  from  their  worke  refraine, 

Ke  let  bis  speeches  come  unto  tbeir  eare. 

And  eke  the  breathfull  bellows  blow  amaine, 

Like  to  the  nortbren  winde,  that  none  could  bears  j 

Those  pensiienesse  did  more;  and sighes  the  bellows weare. 

TMiirh  nben  that  waniour  saw,  he  said  oo  more,  89 

But  in  his  armour  layd  him  downe  to  rest : 
To  reat  be  laj-d  him  downe  upon  the  flore, 
(Whylome  for  venlroua  kaigbts  Ihe  bedding  beet,) 
And  thought  bis  wrarie  limbs  to  have  redreat. 
And  that  old  aged  dami<.  his  faithfull  squire. 
Her  feeble  ioynta  layd  eke  adowne  to  rest  i 
That  needed  much  her  weake  age  to  dMire, 
After  so  long  a  tiayell  which  tliem  both  ^  tin. 
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There  lay  Sir  Scadamoar  long  irhile  eipecting 

■When  gentlt!  eleeoe  his  hearie  ejes  n-oiild  close  ;     ^^ 

Oft  chauDgiuir  FLdes.  and  oft  aew  place  electing,      ^H 

Where  better  scL-m'd  he  mote  klmBelfe  repose ;         ^| 

And  oft  in  wrnlh  lie  ihtnce  agaioe  uprose ;  .( 

Ajid  oft  in  n-rnlh  he  In.vd  him  doHTie  againe. 

Bat  wheresooiv  he  did  hiniaelfe  diapose, 

He  by  no  meuies  oould  wished  eaw  obtaine : 

So  ereiT  place  eeeni'd  painefnll,  and  ech  chan^ng  vain 

And  evermore,  when  he  to  Bleepe  did  tluuk^ 
Hie  hammers  loand  his  seoBea  did  moleat ; 
And  erermore,  when  he  betran  to  winke. 
The  bellowee  nojse  distorb  d  his  quiet  rest, 
life  HuSred  sleepe  to  aettle  in  his  hreeL 
And  all  the  night  tLe  dogs  did  barke  and  howie 
About  the  hotue,  at  sent  of  Btraager  gueft : 
And  now  the  crowing  eoeke.  and  now  the  owle 
Lowde  ehriking,  him  afflicted  to  the  very  lowle. 

And,  if  by  fortune  any  iitle  nap 

Upon  hia  heavie  eve-lids  chauusl  to  fall, 

Euioones  one  of  those  villeins  hini  did  rap 

TJpon  his  head-peece  with  hia  yron  mall ; 

That  he  *Bs  soone  awaked  tbcrewilhall. 

And  iiahtlj  started  up  ss  one  aflVayd, 

Or  as  if  one  him  suddenly  did  eall : 

So  oftentimes  he  out  of  sleepe  abravd. 

And  then  lay  musiug  long  on  that  nim  ill  apayd. 

So  long  he  mnzed,  and  so  long  he  lay. 

That  at  the  last,  his  wearie  sprite  oppreat 

With  fleshly  weaknesse,  which  no  creature  may 

Long  time  resist,  gave  place  to  kindly  rest, 

That  aU  his  genses  did  full  soone  arrest : 

Yet,  in  his  soundest  sleepe,  his  dayly  fcare 

His  ydle  braioe  gan  busily  molest, 

And  made  him  dreame  those  two  disloyall  were; 

The  things,  that  day  most  minds,  at  night  doe  moat  appe 

With  that  the  wicked  carle,  the  maister  smith, 

A  paire  of  red-whot  yron  tongs  did  lake 

Out  of  the  burning  cinders,  and  thereirith 

Under  hia  side  him  nipt ;  that,  forst  to  wak^ 

He  felt  his  hart  for  very  paine  lo  quake, 

And  started  up  avenged  tor  to  be 

On  him  the  which  his  quiet  slomber  brake : 

Yet,  looking  round  about  him,  none  could  aee : 

Tet  did.  the  smart  remaine,  though  he  himselfe  did  flea 
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In  laeli  diw^uiet  and  hart-frettiiiQ  payne 
He  bU  that  uiitht,  that  too  long  night,  did  p 
And  now  the  Aaj  out  of  the  ocean  mayne 


Then  up  he  ro«e  like  heavie  tmnpe  ofle^ 

That  in  hia  face,  u  in  a  looking  glsMe, 

The  BigneH  of  anguiah  one  mota  pUinelr  read, 

And  gheue  the  man  to  be  diamayd  vita  gealoos  dread. 

Unto  his  lo^y  Bteede  he  clombe  anone. 
And  forth  upon  his  former  voiage  fared. 
And  with  him  eke  that  aged  aquire  attone; 
Who,  whatsoever  perill  was  prepared, 
Soth  eqnaU  punea  and  equal!  perill  ■oared: 
The  ena  whereof  and  daungerona  ereut 
Shall  for  another  canticle  be  spared: 
But  here  my  wearie  teeme,  nigh  orer-Bprmt, 
Shall  breath  itaelfe  awhile  at1«r  so  long  a  went 


Both  ScodmrnDur  and  Arthegill 

Doe  Suht  with  Briiomut^ 
He  lea  her  fu» :  doth  till  Id  lore. 

And  AOODe  tnan  her  depart. 

WmT  eqnaU  torment  to  the  griefe  of  mind 

And  pymng  antniish  hid  in  eenllo  hart, 

That  inly  feeds  iUelfe  with  uionghtfl  unkind. 

And  nourisheth  her  owne  consuming  smart '. 

What  medicine  can  any  leaches  art 

Yeeld  such  a  sore,  that  doth  her  gricTance  hide. 

And  will  to  none  her  maladJe  impart '. 

Such  was  the  wound  that  Scndamour  did  gride; 

For  which  Dan  Fhebus  aelfe  cannot  a  salve  provide. 

Who  having  left  that  restlesse  house  of  Care, 
The  next  dar.  as  he  on  his  way  did  ride. 
Full  of  mel^ucholie  and  Bad  miafare 
Through  misronceipt,  all  nnawares  espide 
An  armed  knifht  under  a  forreat  aide 
Sittmg  in  shade  beside  his  grazing  steede; 
Who.  soone  as  them  approaching  ha  descride, 
Gan  towards  them  to  pricke  with  eoer  aneedfl. 
I'haX  wem'd  he  was  foil  bent  to  K 
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'Which  Scadamour  p^rceiTuig  forth  use>ml 

To  have  reucountred  him  in  eqnall  race; 

Snt,  soone  as  th'  other  nigh  approftdune  vewed 

The  nrmra  he  bore,  hia  speare  lie  gan  abase 

And  Toide  his  couraoj  at  which  so  suddain  case 

He  wondn^  much :  but  th'  other  thus  gaa  aaj- ; 

"  Ah !  eenlle  Scudamour.  noto  jour  graoe 

I  me  Bubmit,  and  jou  of  jiardon  pray. 

Tbct  ahnost  had  aeatnst  you  trespassed  tluB  dBy.** 

Wliercto  thus  Scudoiaoar ;  "  Small  barme  it  wene 
For  any  knight  apon  a  ventrons  lini^ht 
Without  diepleaBance  for  to  prove  hia  apere. 
But  reade  you,  sir,  *ith  ye  wv  nanie  hove  hi^ht. 
What  U  your  owne.  that  I  mote  v.>u  miiiite." 
"  Cedes,''  sayd  he.  "  y.>  ui.-.io  :ia  .low  eiuuse 
Me  from  diecoverint;  ,i>ii  ulv  jr.uiw  jiri^ht: 
For  time  yet  Hervea  that  1  liie  same  refnae; 
But  call  je  me  the  salvage  knight,  bb  others  nae.** 


That  seemeth  well  to  answere  to  your  weede, 

Or  have  ye  it  for  some  occasion  dotineP 

That  rather  Beemes.  sith  kuowen  armes  ye  Bhonne.** 

"  Thia  other  day,"  sayd  he.  "  a  strancer  knight 

Shame  and  diahonour  bath  unto  nic  donne ; 

On  whom  I  waite  to  wreake  that  foule  despight. 

Whenever  he  this  way  shall  pasae  by  day  or  night." 

"  Shame  be  his  meede,"  quoth  he.  "  that  meaneth  Khun 

But  what  is  he  by  whom  ye  shimed  wereP" 

"  A  stranger  kni<,'ht."  sayd  he,  "  unkuowne  by  name. 

But  knownc  by  i'ame.  and  by  an  hebene  speare 

■With  which  he  all  that  met  him  downe  did  bcare. 

He,  in  an  open  turney  lately  held. 

Fro  me  the  honour  oi"  that  game  did  reare ; 

And  having  me,  ai!  wearie  earet,  downe  f«id. 

The  fayreet  ladie  reft,  and  ever  aince  withheld." 

When  Scudamour  heard  mention  of  that  apeore. 

He  wist  right  well  that  it  waa  Britomart. 

The  which  from  him  hia  fairest  love  did  beare. 

Tho  gan  he  swell  in  every  inner  part 

For  fell  deapight,  and  gnaw  his  gealous  hart. 

That  thuB  he  sharply  aayd  i  "  Now  by  my  head, 

Tet  is  not  thia  the  hnt  unknigLtly  part. 

Which  that  same  knight,  whom  by  his  launce  I  ivad. 

Hath  doeu  to  noble  luiighta,  that  many  makes  him  dre 
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"For  Utcl7  lie  mjr  We  hatli  fro  me  reft. 

And  eke  defiled  with  foule  villanis 

The  sacred  pledge  whicb  in  lua  Taith  was  left, 

Id  shame  of  knigtthood  and  fidelitie ; 

The  wliicli  ere  long  full  dears  lie  ihall  able: 

And  if  to  that  avenge  by  you  decreed 

This  hand  may  helpe,  or  eaoconr  ought  supplie. 

It  Bliall  not  fayle  wbeiuo  ye  sball  it  need." 

So  both  to  wreake  their  wrathea  on  Britomart  agicod. 

"Whiles  thus  they  communed,  lo !  farro  away 

A  knight  soft  riding  towardj  them  they  apyde, 

AttjT'd  in  forraine  armee  and  Btrauage  at&y: 

"VVhom  when  they  nigh  approcht,  they  pUme  deecryde 

To  be  the  same  for  u'hom  they  did  abyde. 

Sayd  then  Sir  Scudamour.  "  Sir  Salrajco  Knight, 

XeC  me  this  crave,  sith  first  I  was  deiyde, 

That  first  I  may  that  wrong  to  him  requite: 

And,  if  I  hap  to  fi^le,  you  shall  recure  my  right" 

"Which  being  jcelded,  he  bis  threatfull  apeare 

Gan  fewter,  and  aoainat  her  fiercelv  ran, 

"VVlio  soonc  BS  she  nim  saw  approcding  neara 

"With  so  feU  rage,  hersclle  ahe  lightly  gan 

To  dight,  to  welcome  him  well  as  she  can ; 

But  entcrtaiud  him  in  so  rude  a  wiee, 

Tiiat  to  the  ground  she  smote  both  horse  (md  man  i 

WTkcnce  neiUier  greatly  hasted  to  arise. 

But  OD  their  common  harmes  together  did  derisc. 


And.  eft  arentring  his  Steele- headed  launte, 

Agitinst  her  rode,  full  ot  despiteoua  ire, 

That  nought  but  spoylc  and  vengeanco  did  require: 

But  to  himseife  his  felonous  intent 

Betuming  disappointed  his  desire, 

Whiles  unawares  his  saddle  he  forwent. 

And  found  himselfe  on  ground  in  great  ai 


XJid  leape  to  her,  as  doth  an  egcr  hound 
Thrnst  to  an  hynd  within  some  covert  glade^ 
"Whom  witliout  peril!  he  cannot  invade : 
"With  such  fell  greedines  he  her  aasayled, 
That  though  she  mounted  were,  yet  he  her  made 
Tog^-   "^^ ■  '  '■    - 
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So,  M  they  coiirped  here  and  Ihere,  it , 

Tbati  in  her  n  lucliui;  round,  bfhind  Ler  m«t 
So  sorely  hi.'  hi.  r  sinxiLe,  that  iheoce  it  claunst 
idowne  her  lu^ko.  thf  wliidi  it  faireJy  bleat 
From  foule  iiii^ihante ;  ne  did  it  ever  rest. 
Till  OQ  her  horsis  iiiudt-r  parts  it  fell : 
Wbere  byline  deepe  so  deadly  it  imprest. 
That  quite  it  cbynd  Lis  batke  behind  the  Eel), 
And  to  alight  on  Tootti  her  algatea  did  compcll : 

like  aa  the  iiclitiiing-brond  from  riven  akie, 
Throwne  oin  l>v  ancry  love  in  his  Tensreance, 
"With  dreadl'iill  force  falles  on  some  steeple  hie; 
"Wliicli  battriiik-  dnwnc.  it  oil  tl..-  diiirth  dolh  «], 
And  teajes  it  nil  "iiIl  ■■  II .       ■  ■.■■■■. 

Tetshenowhild:-  ■  -..k-e: 

And.  casting  frou;  L.'.  . 
Unto  her  sword  and  slii 
And  theremthall  at  hin 

So  furiously  she  atrooke  in  her  first  heat. 
WTiiles  with  long  liglit  on  foot  he  brealldesse  was. 
That  she  him  forced  backward  to  retreat, 
And  yeeld  unto  her  weapon  way  to  pas : 
Whose  raging  rigour  neither  Steele  nor  braa 
Could  stay,  hut  to  the  tender  lleah  it  went. 
And  poiu-'d  the  purple  bloud  forth  on  the  graa ; 
That  all  his  mayle  yriv'd,  and  plates  yrent, 
Shcw'd  all  hia  bodic  bare  unto  the  cruell  dent. 

At  length,  whenas  he  saw  her  haslle  lieat 

Abate,  and  panting  breath  began  to  fayle. 

He  through  long  aufierancc  growing  now  more  great, 

Sose  in  his  strength,  and  gan  her  fresh  assuvle, 

HeapiDB  hnge  strokes  as  tliicke  as  showrc  of  hayle. 

And  lashing  dreadfully  at  every  part. 

As  if  he  thought  her  soule  to  diaentrayle. 

Ah !  cruell  hand,  and  thrisc  more  cruel!  hart, 

That  workst  such  wrecke  on  her  to  whom  thou  dearest 

What  yron  courage  ever  could  endure 

To  worke  such  outrage  on  so  faire  a  creature ; 

And  in  hia  madnesse  thinke  with  hands  impure 

To  spoyle  ao  goodly  workmanship  of  nature. 

The  Maker  selfe  resembling  in  her  feature! 

Certes  some  hellish  furie  or  some  feeud 

Hiie  mischiefe  framd,  for  their  first  loves  defeature. 

To  hath  their  hands  in  bloud  of  dearest  freend. 

Tbeieby  to  make  their  loves  beginning  their  Uvea  end. 
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lag  &ej  trac'd  and  traverat  to  and  tro,  11 

mes  pursewing,  and  sometimes  pumawed, 

advantage  they  espyde  thereto: 
vard  til'  end  Sir  Artnegall  renewed 
'ent;th  sttU  more,  but  she  still  more  deorewed. 

his  liicklcsse  hand  he  hesT'd  on  hie, 
(  his  forces  all  in  one  sccrewed, 
lerenith  stroke  at  her  so  hideonalie, 
jemed  DOught  but  death  mote  be  her  destmie. 

uk ed  stroke  upon  her  helmet  chaonst,  *  II 

ith  the  force,  which  in  itselfe  it  bore, 

'Dtay Ic  shard  airay,  and  thence  forth  glaonat 

le  in  vaine,  ne  hanu'd  her  any  more. 

hat,  her  angels  face,  unseen e  afore, 

I  the  ruddie  morne  appeard  in  sight, 

d  n~ith  silver  drops  through  sweating  lore  i 

methat  redder  then  beseem'd  aright, 

jh  toylesome  heat«  and  Ubour  of  her  weaiy  fight : 

lund  about  the  same  her  yellow  heare,  2i 

;  through  stirring  loosd  their  wonted  band, 

I  a  Roldeu  border  did  appeare, 

d  in  goldsroitlies  forge  with  cunning  hand: 

idsmithea  cunning  could  not  understand 

lie  sur'h  subtile  wire,  so  shinie  cleare; 

did  ^ist^r  like  the  golden  sand, 

iiicb  Factolua  with  ma  waters  shere 

es  forth  upon  the  rivage  round  about  liim  uere. 

I  his  hand  he  up  againe  did  reare,  2. 

ng  to  worke  on  her  bis  utmost  vracke, 
wrelesBc  arme  benumbd  with  secret  feare 
[lis  revenge  full  puq^oso  shronke  abacke, 
■uetl  sword  out  of  his  fingers  alacke 
iwne  to  ground,  as  if  the  Steele  had  sence 
It  some  ruth,  or  sence  his  hand  did  lacke, 
h  of  them  did  tbinke  obedience 
!  to  so  divine  a  beauties  eioellence. 

i  himselfe,  long  gazing  thereupon,  2 

.  fell  humbly  donne  upon  hia  knee, 

'  bis  wonder  made  religion, 

ng  some  heavenly  goddesse  be  did  see, 

i  unweeting  what  it  else  might  bee ; 

irdon  her  besought  his  errour  fraj-le, 


\ 
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Nathelesae  she.  full  of  wr«lli  for  that  late  stroke^ 
All  tiiat  long  "  liil.'  upheld  her  wralMuU  hand. 
With  feU  inU'iii  ...11  him  to  hme  ywroke : 
And,  lookini:  ^i .  rn''.  still  orer  him  did  Bland. 
Tbreatninfj  to  slrike  uclcaae  he  would  n-itlut&ad| 
And  bad  him  rise,  or  surel.v  he  ghouM  die. 
But,  die  or  live,  for  nought  he  would  upstand  ; 
But  her  of  pardon  nniyilniore  eamestUe, 
Or  wreake  on  him  her  will  for  so  great  iniurie. 

WUieh  whenii.i  ^cudawour,  who  now  abrajd.  '| 

Beheld,  whetiii-  lie  slood  not  farre  aside. 
He  was  then.  H  it  li  rik-lit  wondrousl.r  diainaydj 
And  drawinp  1'  -ii.  "  Leu;H,  lie  plnine  desende 
That  peerele-- -    i  ■!'■!  :mi>  natures  pride 

And  heave  nl  r.in, 

He  blest  hin  i.iTifiJe; 

And.  tumiDt  >..!lan,  , 

Did  worship  her  as  s^ime  colc»tiall  Tigioa. 

But  Gkuee  eceing  all  that  chaunced  there,  | 

"Well  weeling  how  Iheir  erroiir  lo  nsso.vle, 

Full  elad  of  so  good  end,  to  them  drew  nere. 

And  her  salewa  with  Beemely  bcl-aecoyle, 

Io>ouB  to  eec  her  safe  after  long  to.vle  -. 

Then  her  hciiought,  as  she  to  her  was  deare. 

To  ^aunt  uulo  those  wnrriours  truce  awh3-ie  [ 

Which  jeeided,  thev  thi-ir  bevcrs  up  did  reare. 

And  ehew'd  themselves  to  her  sueh  as  indeed  they  wen. 

TVhen  Britomart  with  sharji  avizefiiil  eye  ! 

Beheld  the  lovely  face  of  Arlegall 

Tempred  with  sleruesse  and  ?tout  maiestio, 

She  iian  eftsoones  it  to  her  mind  to  call 

To  he  the  same  which,  in  her  fathers  liall. 

Long  sineo  in  that  enchaunted  glaese  she  »aw ; 

Therewith  her  wrathful  1  couracc  gnu  appall. 

And  haughtic  spirits  meekely  to  adaw, 

That  her  euhaunced  hand  she  downe  can  soft  withdraw. 

Tet  she  it  forst  to  have  againe  upheld,  ; 

As  fayning  cholcr  which  was  tiim'd  to  cold: 

But  ever,  when  iiis  visage  she  beheld, 

Her  hand  fell  downe,  and  would  no  longer  h<ild 

The  wrathfull  weapon  gainst  his  counlnance  bold: 

But,  when  in  vaine  to  fight  she  oh  assayd. 

She  arm'd  her  tongue,  and  thought  at  him  lo  scold: 

Nathleue  her  tongue  not  to  her  will  obayd.  ['mj 

Bat  brouflht  forth  ^eechea  myld  when  she  would  hare  m 
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And  how  that  hi(;  his  lore  abvaed  hsd 

'With  breach  of  faith  and  Io7altie  Datonnd, 

The  irhich  loDff  time  his  grieved  hart  did  woond. 

He  thus  bespake;  "CerteR,  Sir  Art^raU, 

I  iOT  to  see  yon  lout  bo  low  on  gromid. 

And  now  become  to  hve  a  ladiet  thrall, 

That  whylome  in  your  minde  wont  to  deapiae  them  alL 

Soone  as  she  heard  the  oame  of  Artegall, 

Her  hart  did  leape,  and  all  her  heart-stringa  tremble, 

For  sudden  ioy  and  aecret  feare  withsU ; 

And  all  her  Titall  ponrcs,  with  motion  nimble 

To  succour  it,  themselves  nan  there  eaRemhle ; 

Tlint  by  the  swifl  recourse  of  flushing  blood 

llicht  plainc  apppard,  thoufih  she  it  would  diaaemhlp, 

Aw\  fsyned  still  her  former  aiiRiy  mood, 

'i'liinking  to  hide  the  depth  by  troubling  of  the  flood. 

"When  Glsucfe  thns  gan  wisely  all  upknit  i 

"  Ye  geniie  lipighta,  whom  fortune  liere  hath  brought 

To  be  Bpectaio.  o  of  this  uncouth  fit, 

■^Hiicli  secret  fiite  hath  in  this  kdie  wrought 

Aaniiist  the  course  of  kind,  ne  mevvdile  nought; 

Ke  thencefoith  fenre  tlie  IbioR  that  hethertoo 

Hnlh  Iniublcd  both  join  mindes  with  idle  thought, 

Fpftring  leant  she  yoiir  love?  nway  should  woo ; 

Feared  in  raine,  sith  meanea  ye  see  there  wants  therctoo 

"  And  Ton,  Sir  ArtcRnll,  the  salvage  knit^ht, 

TTcncelorth  may  not  disdaine  that  womans  hand 

ITbIIi  eotiquercd  you  anew  in  second  fight: 

For  nhylome  they  have  conquered  sea,  and  land. 

And  heaven  itaelfc,  that  nonsht  may  them  withstand ; 

Ke  henceforth  be  rebellious  unto  love, 

Tlmt  is  ihe  crowne  of  knichthood  and  the  band 

Of  noble  minds  derived  from  above, 

"Which,  bemg  knit  with  vertue,  never  will  remove. 

"  And  you.  faire  ladie  knight,  my  deareat  dame 
Heloot  the  rigour  of  your  wrathfull  wiD. 
■Whose  fire  were  better  tum'd  to  other  flame ; 
And,  wiping  out  remembrance  of  all  ill, 
Gniunt  him  your  crntce :  but  so  that  he  fulfill 
The  penance  whieli  ye  shall  to  him  empart: 
For  lorera  beaven  must  pause  by  eorrowea  hell." 
Thereat  full  miy  blushed  Britomart ; 
Sat  Artegall  cloae-amyling  ioy'd  in  teotA  hatt. 
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Yet  durst  he  not  mako  love  so  iiuldenir. 

No  thinks  th'  aflection  of  her  hnrt  to  dniv 

From  one  tii  I'tlicr  bo  quite  eonlraiy : 

Beside*  her  iriodi?!it  i.-inntenance  he'nir 

So  goodly  iK'ravf,  and  full  of  prinn-lr  aw. 

That  it  his  ranirng  faocic  did  refraiDe, 

And  looser  lliouidita  to  lanfuli  bounds  iritlirirawt 

Whereby  the  passion  tcrcw  more  fierce  and  faiti«,    (tia 

Idke  to  a  etubborae  stcede  irhom  stioDg  hand  ironU 

But  Scudatiiour,  irhose  hart  liriit  donbtfuU  fearo 

And  feeble  li'nv  luiiig  all  this  n-hile  suspcuoe, 

X)(«irins  of  lii-=  Ariioret  to  heare 

Some  gladl'iill  lu-ivi-s  and  sure  intolliceaee, 

Her  thus  bi:-y;iky ;  "  But,  sir,  without  offenw 

Mot«  I  requL'gt  von  1  jdinps  of  mj  Iptp, 

Mt  Amorot.  "illi  you  her  freed  fro  thence 

Where  she,  eaptfved  long,  great  woes  did  prove ; 

That  where  ye  led  I  may  her  seeke,  as  doth  behorc." 

To  whom  thuB  Brilomart;  "Certes,  sir  koight, 

"Wlml  IB  of  her  become,  or  whether  reft, 

I  cannot  unto  you  aread  ariirhl. 

For  from  that  time  I  from  enchaunters  tliefL 

Her  freed,  in  which  ye  her  all  hopelesso  left, 

I  her  pn'8cn''d  from  periU  and  from  feare, 

And  evermore  from  TJlleiiie  her  kept : 

Ne  ever  was  there  nicht  to  me  more  deare 

Then  she,  ne  unto  whom  I  more  true  love  did  beare : 

ivyld 

We  did  alisht.  and  sale  in  shadow  lilyld  : 

Where  fcareli'sse  I  to  sleepe  me  don  iie  did  lay: 

But,  whenas  I  did  out  of  sleepe  alimy. 

I  found  her  not  when-  1  her  left  wjiyleare. 

But  ihoucht  she  waudred  was.  or  gone  astray; 

I  cal'd  her  loud,  I  soiifrht  her  farrc  and  neare ; 

But  no  where  could  her  find,  nor  t3-din)ra  of  her  heare." 

When  Scudamour  those  henvie  tvdincs  heard. 
His  hart  was  (hrild  wilh  point  of'deadly  feare, 
Ne  in  his  face  or  btoud  or  Ufe  nppL'ard ; 
But  Benselessc  stood,  like  to  a  mnzed  Rieare 
That  yet  of  mortall  stroke  the  stouud  doth  heart-: 
Till  GlaucJ  thus ;  "  Faire  sir,  be  uought  dUmayd 
With  needlesse  dread,  till  certainlie  ye  hi^nre ;  * 
For  yet  she  may  be  safe  though  somewhat  slrayd : 
Ila  Iwat  to  hope  the  best,  though  of  the  woret  aJlemy-ii,' 
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I^athclewe  he  htrdly  of  her  cheareroll  Bpeeefa 
Pid  comfort  take,  or  ui  his  troubled  iigtt 
Shew'd  change  of  better  cheare ;  ho  aore  a  bretuh 
That  audden  newse  had  made  into  his  fipri^t ; 
Till  Britomart  him  furely  thus  bebigbt ; 
"  Great  cause  of  aoirow  certca,  sir.  ;e  have ; 
Bnt  comfort  tilce ;  for,  by  this  hesTens  li^t, 

;  I  TOW  jou  dead  or  living  not  to  leave, 

,  Til  I  her  find  and  wreeke  on  lum  that  did  her  reaTo." 

Thereirith  he  rested,  and  ireU  pleased  was. 

So,  peace  being  conSrm'd  amongst  them  all, 

They  tooke  tlioir  steeds,  and  forward  theooe  did  pas 

Unto  some  resting  place,  which  mote  beMl ; 

AH  being  (tuided  by  Sir  Artegall: 

Where  goodly  solace  was  unto  them  made. 

And  dayly  feasting  botb  in  faowre  and  hall, 

Untill  that  tbcy  their  wounds  well  healed  had. 

And  wearie  limmes  recnr'd  after  late  usage  bad. 

In  all  which  time  Sir  Artegall  made  way 
Unto  the  love  of  noble  Britomart, 
And  with  meekc  service  and  much  suit  did  lay 
CoDtinuall  siege  unt<]  her  gentle  hart; 
Which,  being  wbylome  launcbt  with  lovely  dart, 
More  eath  was  new  impression  to  receive: 
However  she  her  paynd  with  womanish  art 
To  bide  her  wouncl.  that  none  miabt  it  perceive : 
Vaine  is  the  art  that  seekes  itselfu  for  to  deceive. 

So  well  he  woo'd  her,  and  bo  well  he  wrought  her. 

With  faire  enlreatie  and  sweet  blandishment. 

That  at  the  length  unto  a  bay  he  brought  her, 

So  as  sbe  tu  his  speeches  was  content 

To  lend  an  enre,  and  softly  to  relent. 

At  Inst,  throush  many  vowes  which  forth  he  pour'd. 

And  many  otbes,  sbo  yceidod  ber  consent 

To  be  his  love,  and  take  him  for  her  lord, 

Till  they  with  marriage  meet  might  fininh  that  accord. 

Tho,  when  they  had  long  time  there  taken  rest. 
Sir  Artegall,  who  all  Ibis  while  was  bound 
Upon  an  hard  adventure  yet  in  quest, 
Fit  time  for  him  tlience  to  depart  it  found. 
To  follow  that  which  he  did  long  propound ; 
And  unto  her  bis  conjiee  came  to  take : 
But  her  therewith  full  sore  displeaad  be  founil. 
And  loth  to  leave  her  late  betrothed  make ; 
Uer  deareat  love  full  loth  so  shortly  to  CDnaVu. 
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Yet  he  with  Btronp  peraTvaoiouB  Iter  asswmgccl. 

And  wonnp  her  will  to  buHit  him  depart ; 

For  whlL'h  hia  fhitli  with  her  he  iiut  enfraved. 

And  thDusand  Towea  rnim  bottome  of  lua  ninrt. 

That,  all  so  soone  ss  he  by  wit  or  srt 

Could  that  atobiere  wbctvto  bo  did  amire, 

He  nnl-i  Iut  w.rtiU  -.p.-cdily  n-vprt  : 

No  looser  space  thereto  be  did  de«re, 

Sut  till  the  horned  moone  thre«  couims  did  ex|ni& 

With  which  ahe  for  the  present  w 

And  f  eelded  leave,  however  malcontrait 

She  iiUv  were  and  in  her  miad  displeased. 

So,  early  on  the  morrow  next,  he  went 

Forth  on  bis  way  to  which  he  was  ybent ; 

ife  widbt  him  to  attend,  or  way  to  f^ide. 

As  whylome  was  the  custome  ancient 

Mongat  knighta  when  oa  adventures  tbey  did  ridew 

Save  that  she  algates  him  a  while  accompanide. 

And  by  the  way  she  sundry  purpose  found 
Of  ibis  or  that,  the  time  for  to  delay, 
And  of  the  perils  whereto  he  was  bound. 
The  feare  whereof  sci'ni'd  much  her  to  aDVay  : 
But  all  she  did  was  but  to  nearc  out  day. 
Full  oftentimes  she  leave  of  him  did  take; 
And  eft  acaine  dt'viz'd  somewhat  lo  say. 
Which  she  foreot.  wbereby  excuse  to  make ; 
So  loth  she  was  bis  eompanic  for  to  forsake. 

At  last  when  all  her  speeches  she  had  npent. 

And  new  occasion  fayld  her  more  to  find. 

She  left  him  to  hia  fortunes  covcmTneiit, 

And  backe  returned  wiib  riuht  beavie  mindj 

To  Sc'iidamour,  whom  she  had  left  behind ; 

With  whom  she  went  to  seeke  faire  Amoret, 

Her  second  care,  though  in  another  kind : 

For  vertues  onely  sake,  which  doth  brcct 

True  love  and  faithfuU  friendship,  she  by  her  did  set, 

Backe  to  that  deaert  forreat  they  ret v  red. 
Where  sorie  Britomart  had  lost  her  late : 
Tliere  they  her  sousbt,  and  every  wbere  inquired 
Where  they  might  tydinEs  Ret  of  her  estate ; 
Yet  found  they  none.    But,  by  wbat  liaplesso  fate 
Or  hard  misfortune  she  was  thence  couvayd, 
And  stolne  away  from  her  beloved  male. 
Were  long  to  tell ;  therefore  I  here  will  stay 
UnUll  another  tfde,  that  I  it  fiaisb  may. 
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CAiuTO  vn. 

AmoTVt  rapt  hf  grttdit  lnM 

Belphebe  »*«•  froni  dnadi 
The  iquin  her  Ioth;  ud.  bein 


Geeat  god  of  love,  that  with  thy  craell  dartx  1 

Doest  conquer  Kreatert  conquerors  on  ground. 

And  setet  lliv  kinedome  in  the  captive  harts 

Of  kinas  and  keaaara  to  thv  aerricebonnd; 

What^  fclorie  or  what  gnerdqn  hast  thou  fonnd 

In  feeble  ladica  tyrannintt  bo  sore. 

And  addioK  anguigh  to  the  bitt«r  wonnd 

With  H-hicli  their  livei  tliou  lanchedst  lon^  &fore. 

By  heaping  Btormes  of  trouble  aa  them  daily  more! 

So  irh.vlomc  didst  thou  to  faire  Florimell ;  2 

And  »o  and  so  to  nohle  Britomart : 

So  doeat  thon  now  to  her  of  wliom  I  tell. 

The  lovely  Amoret,  whose  gentle  hart 

Thou  martyrCBt  with  sorrow  and  with  Bmart, 

In  salvage  forreals  and  in  deserts  wide 

"With  beares  and  tygcrs  taking  heavie  part, 

Vithoulen  eomfort  and  wiiliouten  guide ; 

That  pittje  ia  to  heare  the  perils  which  she  tride. 

So  BOone  as  ebe  with  that  brave  Britonesse  3 

ITad  left  that  tomeyment  for  heanties  prise, 

Thev  travel'd  long ;  that  now  for  wearuiesse. 

Both  of  the  way  and  warlike  exerciae, 

Doth  through  a  forest  rjdiijg  did  devise 

T"  alight,  and  rest  their  wearie  limbs  a  while. 

There  heavie  slcepe  the  eye-lida  did  surprise 

Of  Briffitnart  after  lon/j  tedious  toyle, 

That  did  her  passed  paines  in  quiet  rest  asBoyle. 

That  whiles  fair  Amoret,  of  nought  affeard,  4 

"Walkt  through  the  wood,  for  pleaBure  or  for  need, 

TlVhen  suddenly  behind  her  hacke  she  heard 

One  rushinit  forth  out  of  the  thickest  weed. 

That,  ere  she  hacke  could  tume  to  taken  heed. 

Had  unawares  her  snatched  up  from  ground: 

Feebly  she  shriekt,  but  so  feebly  indeed 

That  Britomart  beard  not  the  sSriUing  sound. 

There  where  through  weary  travel  she  laj  deepinK  &o\lu^ 


474  THE  FiEBii  qvsKux. 

It  WM  to  weet  a  ii  iliie  nnd  solrHae  mim ; 

Yet  waa  no m.r,,  Lur  -luly  like  in  sliape. 

And  eko  in  si    .:;r ■■  !i!_^li^r  by  n  epsn  i 

All  ovprgro*'   ■   ■   'ii  lunrc.  tbat  couiil  an-hnpe 

An  hardy  hai :  ;    :\.d  liia  iride  Tfioulh  did  pape 

With  huge  gr-^d  tL*etb,  like  to  a  tusked  bore ; 

For  be  liv'd  all  on  ravin  nnd  on  rape 

Of  men  ukdheasls;  and  ted  on  fleshly  gorp. 

The  eiffne  whereof  yet  gtain'd  bis  hlondy  lips  &fore. 

His  neather  Tip  was  not  like  man  nor  beast. 

But  likea  wi.i.'  i!,  r-,-.<  poke  downe  hanging  low. 

In  which  he  v.  .Tir  lii.-  rehckes  of  his  feast 

And  cTuell  sp". ',.'.  ■!  Iiidi  he  liad  spard,  to  Htow: 

And  over  it  ti^  Iji^^i'  irreaf  nos^did  grow. 

Full  dreadfully  crn purpled  all  wilt  bloud ; 

And  downe  both  gidea  two  wide  long  eares  did  glarr. 

And  raaght  downe  to  his  wast<<  when  up  he  stood. 

More  great  tlian  tli'  earea  of  elepliants  by  Indiu  flood. 

His  wast  was  with  a  wreath  of  j-rie  greeno  , 

Knfiirt  about,  ne  olbcr  garment  wore; 

i'or  all  bis  haire  was  like  a  garment  aeene ; 

And  in  bia  band  a  tall  jounc  oake  he  bore, 

^V'iiose  ktioltie  anags  were  sbarpned  all  afore. 

And  beath'd  in  fire  for  Steele  to  be  in  sted. 

But  whence  he  was.  or  of  what  wombe  ybore. 

Of  beasts,  or  of  the  earth.  I  have  not  red ; 

But  ceriea  was  with  miike  of  wolves  and  tygrcs  fed. 

This  ugly  creature  in  his  amir's  her  snateht. 

And  throufih  the  forrest  bore  her  quite  away 

With  briers  and  bushes  all  to  rent  and  scratcht ; 

He  e-are  he  bad,  ne  pittie  of  the  pray. 

Whieh  many  a  knight  had  nought  ao  many  a  day : 

He  stayed  not,  but  in  his  armes  her  bearing 

Han.  till  he  came  to  tb'  end  of  all  his  way. 

Unto  bis  cave  farre  from  all  peoples  hearing.  ni 

And  there  he  threw  her  in,  nought  feeling,  ne  nought  tm 

For  she  (dcare  ladle)  all  the  way  was  de.id. 

Whilest  he  in  armea  her  bore ;  but,  wb./n  she  felt 

Herselfe  downe  soust.  she  waked  out  of  dread 

Stroight  into  griefe,  lUnt  her  deare  hart  nigh  Bwclt, 

And  eft  gan  into  tender  tearea  to  melt. 

HieQ  when  she  lookt  about,  and  nothing  found 

But  darknesse  and  dread  horrour  where  ahe  dwelt. 

She  almost  fell  againe  into  a  swound ; 

Se  wict  whether  abore  the  were  or  under  ground. 
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tiat  she  heard  Boroe  oue  close  b^  lier  lide 
;  and  aobfaiag  sore,  ai  if  the  paine 
rider  heart  in  pieces  would  divide : 
i^he  BO  long  liatDiag,  Bofllj  aakt  afcaine 
tnUtcT  wight  it  waa  that  so  did  pUioeP 
mi  tliuB  aunfiwer'd  wa«,"Ali!  wretched  wight, 
■ckcB  to  know  anothers  griefe  in  vaine, 
ling  of  thine  ownelilioCL&plesHe  plight; 
>  forget  to  mind  another  is  ore-sifthtl" 

nc!"  said  she,  "where  am  I.  or  with  whomP 
;  the  living,  or  emoug  the  deadP 
ihall  of  me  unhappy  tnftid  become? 
eath  be  tb'  I'ud,  or  ought  else  worse,  areadP" 
ippy  mnyd,"  then  auswer'd  she,  "  nhose  dread 
e  IS  lesi'e  liien  when  thou  phalt  it  try : 
ii>  to  him,  that  wretched  life  doth  lead, 
nee  and  ifainc ;  but  he  in  hell  doth  lie. 
rca  a  loathed  life,  and  wishing  cannot  die. 

dismall  day  hath  thee  a  caytive  made, 
issall  to  the  vilest  wretch  alive ; 
'  cursed  usage  and  ungodly  trade 
avens  abhorre,  and  into  dflrkuesse  drive: 
the  spoile  of  women  he  doth  live, 
•  bodii'S  chnsi,  whenever  in  his  powre 
V  them  catch  unable  to  cainestrivB, 
h  his  shameful!  lust  doth  lirst  deflowre, 
Icrwards  thomaclves  doth  cruelly  dcvoure. 

twenty  dales,  by  wliith  the  sonnes  of  men 
their  worka,  have  past  through  heven  shccue, 
[  waa  brought  into  this  dolefull  den; 
[  which  space  these  sory  eies  have  seen 
I  women  t>y  him  slaine  and  eaten  clene; 
)w  no  more  for  him  but  I  alone, 
lis  old  woman,  here  remaining  beene, 
3u  eiim'st  hither  to  augment  our  mone ; 
'  US  three  to  morrow  he  will  sure  eat  one." 


unv  ETcat  calamities  and  rare 
eble  ttrest  endured  balb,  but  none 
to  this,  whereever  I  have  gone. 
Lftt  are  f  ou.  whom  like  unlueky  lot 
ini'lit  with  me  in  the  same  chaiue  attoneP" 
f\l,"  quoth  she,  "  that  which  ye  tee,  needs  noij 
ill  wretched  maid,  of  God  and  maa  forgot '. 
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"  But  wlint  I  wa.'.  it  irfces  me  to  re^ene ; 
DatiitlitiT  unto  a  lord  of  high  dei;ree  j 
That  ioyed  in  h.ippr  peace,  till  fot<«  perrcrsj 
With  guileful!  love  did  secfelly  asree 
To  OTcrlliroiv  my  alat*  and  dignitie. 
It  KiL^  my  lot  to  loTi!  a  gentU*  swaiae, 
Yet  B-aa  he  but  a  squire  of  low  degree; 
Tet  was  ho  meet,  unless  mine  ajc  aid  ftune, 
"Bj  aaj  ladies  side  for  Icmiui  to  hare  laine. 


Mj  sire,  who  in 

TJnto  my  elioi-ie  by  no  meanes  would  asaest. 

Bui  often  did  my  folly  fowle  reprove : 

Yr-t  notliiue  could  mv  fi^ed  mini!  remi^ve. 

But,  wliptlier  will'd  or  niiled  friend  or  foe. 

I  me  reBolr'd  the  utmost  end  to  provo; 

And,  rather  then  my  love  abandon  bo. 

Both  sire  and  fricnoa  and  all  for  e7er  to  forgo. 

"  Thenceforth  I  soiiirht  by  fiecret  meanea  to  worke 

Time  to  my  will,  and  from  his  wrathful!  sight 

To  hide  tb'  intent  whirh  in  ray  heart  did  lurke. 

Till  I  thereto  had  all  tilings  ready  dight. 

So  on  a  day,  unweetine  imto  wicbt, 

I  with  that  squire  agreede  away  to  flit, 

And  in  a  privy  place,  betwiit  us  hii;ht. 

Within  a  grove  appointed  him  to  meele  j 

To  which  I  boldly  came  upon  my  feeble  feeto. 

"  But  ah !  unhappy  houro  me  thither  broucht : 
For  in  that  plaee  when?  I  liim  tlioucht  to  find. 
There  was  I  found,  conlntrv  to  my  thought, 
Of  this  accursed  carle  of  hellish  kind. 
The  shame  of  men,  and  plaRue  of  womankind ; 
"Who  trussing  me.  as  eaale  doth  his  pray. 
Me  hether  broueht  with  liim  as  swift  as  wind. 
Where  j-et  untouched  till  tliis  present  day, 
I  rest  his  wretched  thrall,  the  sad  .£mylia." 

"  Ah !  sad  ^mvlia,"  then  sayd  Amoret, 

"Thy  rnefull  pliglit  I  pilty  as  mine  owne! 

But  read  to  me.  ov  what  derise  or  wit 

East  thou  in  all  this  tune  from  him  unknowne 

Thine  honour  wiv'd,  though  into  lliraldome  tliroinje! 

"Through  helpe,"  quoth  alie,  "of  this  old  wouum  bel 

I  have  so  done,  as  she  to  me  hath  showne: 

For,  ever  when  he  burnt  in  luslfull  fire,  _ 

She  in  my  stead  aupphde  his  bestiall  desire." 
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'their  evils  aa  thej  did  discourse,  2( 

oh  did  other  much  bewaile  and  mone ; 

here  the  villaine  aelfe,  their  sorrowes  houtsiv 

>  the  care ;  aod  roUine  thence  the  stone, 

noiit  to  Bt^p  the  mouth  thereof  that  none 

MUf  forth,  came  radelj  rushing  iik, 

'Fcdding  oret  all  the  flora  alone, 

rht  himselfe  unto  his  wonted  ainue; 

ended,  then  his  bloudy  banket  should  begumih 

irlienaH  fearefull  Amorett  perceiyed,  21 

Id  not  th'  utmOBt  end  thereof  to  try, 

0  B  ghaatly  gelt  whose  witB  are  reaved, 

th  in  haet  with  hideous  outcry, 

TOur  of  his  Bhamefull  villanj: 

?r  her  full  lightly  he  uprose, 

r  purau'd  as  fast  as  she  did  die : 

t  she  dies,  and  farrc  afore  him  goes, 

?8  the  thorns  and  thicketa  pricLe  her  tender  toca. 

tire,  nor  ditch,  nor  bill,  nor  dale  she  stales,  2S 

r-leapc8  them  all,  like  robucke  Ucht, 
'Ou);h  the  thickest  makes  her  niRhest  waiea ; 
;,  when  with  rc^rdfuU  sight 


kes  her  feare  a  spur  to  hast  her  flight; 
tift  than  Myrrh'  or  Duplinc  in  ber  race, 
of  the  Thracian  Nimphes  in  aalvage  cliac& 

she  fled,  and  so  he  foUow'd  long; 
<C  Hide  for  her  on  earth  appeares, 
uc  heavens  helpe  to  redresse  her  wrong, 
withpily  and  lier  plenteous  teares.  • 

ned  Belphebe  with  her  peares 
)dy  Kiniphs,  and  with  tLat  lovely  boy, 
nting  then  the  libbanls  and  the  beores 
■  wild  woods,  ss  wan  her  wonted  ioy, 
ih  sloth  that  oft  doth  noble  mindea  annoy. 

fell,  as  oft  it  falls  in  chace, 
h  of  them  from  other  sundred  were; 
t  same  gentle  squire  arriv'd  in  place 

ihis  same  curspd  cnvtive  did  appeare 

g  that  faire  lady  fuli  of  feare  : 

X  he  her  quite  overtaken  had; 

X  he  her  away  with  him  did  beare 

lis  ame,  aa  seeming  wondrous  glad, 
his  greiuuDK  laughter  mote  fam  off  tw  TtiL 
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Hich  drery  siglit  the  gentle  squire  egpyinix 

Bit  hflate  to  crosse  hiin  by  tlie  DeiweBt  vny, 

nitb  tliBt  wofull  ladies  pitejus  crying, 

liim  aasuilea  with  all  the  might  he  niaj'; 

nil!  not  bo  the  lorply  dpoik-  down  lay. 

I  trilh  his  crn^'gy  club  ia  his  right  hand. 

Icudfi  himselie.  and  saven  his  ^ttcQ  pray: 

^  bail  it  bi'ne  riirbt  bard  liira  to  withslaad, 

B  thut  he  viaa  full  hght  aud  niniblo  on  the  Lmd. 

o  the  rillainc  iisod  crafto  in  6ght : 

ver  when  the  eguire  his  iavelin  ahooke^ 

. d  Ihc  lady  forth  before  him  richt, 

d  n-itli  her  body,  db  a  bucldcr,  broke 
i  [iilissuDce  of  his  intended  stroke  : 
Jl  if  it  cbaunst,  {as  uwds  it  must  in  fifcht,) 
l-ilegt  he  on  him  woa  greedy  to  be  WToke, 

.t  any  little  blow  on  her  did  lifiht, 
»n  would  he  laugh  aloud,  and  gather  great  delighL 

liic'b  Bublill  elcigbt  did  liim  encumber  much, 
1i  made  him  ofl,  when  he  would  etrike,  forbcortj 
i  hardly  eould  iie  come  the  carle  t«  touch, 
f,  that  he  her  must  hurt,  or  haisard  ncare : 
e  his  hand  so  carefully  did  bi'are, 
it  the  last  111*  did  himaelfe  b 
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Wbom  seeinff  flie,  ibe  ipeedil;  poonnred 
'With  winded  feete,  u  nimble  m  the  vindSt 
And  ever  in  her  bow  sho  ready  shewed 
The  arrow  to  hU  deadly  marke  dMjnule : 
A»  when  I^tODaM  daughter,  cruel!  Imide, 
Id  veORement  of  her  niothen  great  dugraeg^ 
'With  fell  deiipiaht  her  eniell  anowei  tynde 
Gaiiiat  wofullNiobei  unhapny  tace, 
That  all  the  godi  did  mone  her  miieraUe  eaao. 

So  well  she  sped  her  and  lo  far  ihe  Toslnd, 
That,  ere  unto  hia  helliak  den  he  ran^t. 
Even  as  he  rradj  was  there  lo  have  entied. 
She  sent  an  arrow  forth  with  miililT  dnught. 
That  in  the  vety  dore  him  orereau^it. 
And,  m  his  nape  arririnR,  through  it  thrild. 
His  grerdy  throte  therewith  in  two  distrar~  -*- 
That  all  his  vitail  spirites  thereby  spild. 
And  ftll  his  hairy  brest  with  gory  bloud  wai  fihl 

'Whom  when  on  (ground  she  grovelinK  saw  to  Towla 

She  ran  in  haul  his  life  to  have  bereft ; 

But,  rrc  she  could  him  reach,  the  ainfull  scwle 

Having  his  carrion  corse  quite  senceletse  left 

"WBa  fled  to  hell,  sureharg  d  with  spoile  and  theft: 

Yet  over  him  she  there  long  gazing  stootL 

And  ofl  adniir'd  Ins  monstrous  shape,  and  oft 

His  mi|{lity  limbs,  whilest  all  with  filthy  blond 

The  pluM  there  over-flowne  seemd  like  a  lodaine  flood. 

Thenceforth  she  past  into  his  dreadfiiU  den, 

Where  nouRht  but  darkesome  drerineue  she  found, 

Ne  creature  saw,  but  hearkned  now  and  then 

Some  litlc  whispering,  and  soft-groning  sound. 

With  that  she  askt,  what  ghosts  there  under  ground 

Lay  hid  ia  horrour  of  etemall  night ; 

And  bad  them,  if  so  be  they  were  not  bound, 

To  come  and  shew  themselves  before  the  light, 

Now  freed  from  feare  and  danger  of  that  diamall  wight. 

Then  forth  the  sad  ^mylia  isaewed. 

Yet  trembling  every  ioynt  through  former  fearcj 

And  after  her  the  liag,  there  with  her  mewed, 

A  foule  and  lothsonie  creature,  did  appeare  i 

A  leman  fit  for  such  a  lover  deare : 

That  mov'd  Belphebe  her  no  lease  to  hate. 

Then  for  to  rue  the  others  heavy  cheare ; 

Of  whom  she  gan  enquire  of  her  estate; 

Who  mil  to  her  at  large,  u  hajpteA,  did  idtto. 
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Thence  9I10  tbcm  brought  toward  the  place  wlicev 
She  left  tUo  ci-ntk  SQuire  witJi  Amorei : 
There  bIu'  liira  found  by  that  new  lovelf  tnaie, 
who  lay  tlic  wiiiles  In  swounc,  fall  »adiy 


wiping  tiie  deawj  wet 
vtmca  soiiiy  eiiia,  and  kissing  them  atwoene. 
And  handling  soft  the  hurts  nliich  she  did  get : 


i 


Her  no1)lf  htart.  with  sieht  thereof  was  aid 
With  dei>pc  disd&iiio  and  great  indijniity. 
That  in  her  ivrath  she  thoucht  them  both  have  thriU 
With  that  aclfe  arrow  whieU  the  earle  had  kild : 
Yet  held  her  vrrathfuU  hand  frotn  Tengeance  aore: 
Bnt  draniu);  nigh,  ere  he  her  well  behold. 
"lathip  tbi'  fiiitbP"  she  said — and  said  no  more. 
But  tumd  iicr  face,  and  fled  away  lor  evermore. 

He,  seeing  her  depart,  arose  np  light, 

Kight  sore  acriercd  at  her  sliai-pe  reproofe. 

And  follow 'd  fast ;  but,  when  he  came  ia  sight. 

He  durst  not  nigh  apnroeb,  but  kept  aloofc. 

For  dread  of  her  displeasure's  ulmost  proofe : 

And  eveririDn',  whi?n  he  did  gmoe  entreat. 

And  framed  speaches  lit  for  his  behoofe. 

Her  mortsll  arrowea  she  at  him  did  threat. 

And  forit  him  baeke  with  fowle  dishonor  to  retrcaL 

At  last,  when  long  he  follow'd  had  in  vame. 
Yet  found  no  ease  of  griefe  nor  hope  of  grace. 
Unto  those  woods  he  tumeil  backe  aiittiue. 
Full  of  end  aniruiah  and  in  heavj-  case : 
And,  fin  rling  there  fit  solitary  plaee 
For  wofiiU  wight,  chose  out  a  Bloomy  glade. 
Where  hardly  eye  mote  see  bright  heavens  faeo 
For  mos-y  troes.  whieh  covered  all  with  shade 
And  sad  melancholy;  there  he  his  cabin  made. 

HJH  wont'.'d  warlite  weapons  all  he  broke 

And  thr-.w  away,  with  vow  lo  use  no  more. 

He  tbencvr^i-tb  ever  strike  in  batleil  istrokc. 

He  ever  n  ord  to  apeake  to  woman  more ; 

But  in  tlint  wildemease.  of  men  forlore 

And  of  the  wicked  world  forgotten  quight. 

His  hani  mishap  in  dolor  (13  deplore, 

And  waet  his  wreti-hed  daies  in  wofuU  pli^t : 

80  on  hiiuselle  to  wreoko  his  follies  OTrne  despight. 
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And  eke  his  Karment,  to  ho  thereto  meet,  40 

He  wiJfiiHy  did  cat  and  iliape  imew; 

And  his  faire  lockea,  that  wont  with  omtment  iweet 

To  be  embBulm'd,  and  sweat  oat  dunly  dew. 

He  let  to  KTOw  and  griesly  to  conorew, 

Uncomb'd,  uncurl'd,  and  carelealy  onihed; 

That  in  short  time  hie  face  they  oveivrew. 

And  over  all  his  fihoulderg  did  dispr^ 

That  whu  he  whilome  was  uoeath  wa«  to  be  red. 

TTiere  he  oontinned  in  this  carefull  plight,  11 

Wretchedly  wearing  out  his  youthly  ytiaret. 

Through  nilfull  penurr  conAumed  quight. 

That  like  a  pined  ghost  be  soone  appearea : 

For  other  food  then  that  wilde  forreet  beares, 

Ke  other  drinke  there  did  he  ever  tast 

Then  runninR  water  tempred  with  his  teares, 

The  more  his  weakened  bodv  bo  to  waat : 

That  out  of  all  mens  knowtedga  he  was  wonie  at  last 

For  on  a  day,  by  fortune  as  it  fell,  43 

His  own  deare  Lord  Prince  Arthure  came  that  way. 

Seeking  adTentures  where  he  mot«  heare  tell ; 

And,  as  be  through  the  wandring  wood  did  atray, 

Having  espide  his  cabin  far  away, 

He  to  it  drew,  to  weet  who  there  did  womte ; 

Weening  therein  some  holy  hermit  lay. 

That  did  reaort  of  sinful!  people  shonne  j  [snnne. 

Or  else  some  woodman  ahrowded  thero  &om  •corchmg 

Arriving  there  he  found  this  wretched  mmn  43 

Spending  his  daies  in  dolour  and  despau^ 

And,  thiviugh  long  fasting,  woxea  pale  and  wan, 

j\ll  orer-UTOtcen  with  rude  and  rugged  haire; 

That  albeit  his  owne  dear  squire  he  were. 

Yet  he  him  knew  not,  ne  aviz'd  at  all ; 

But  like  strange  wi);ht,  whom  he  had  seene  DO  where. 

Saluting  him,  gan  into  spcach  to  fall, 

And  pitty  much  his  plight,  that  lir'd  like  outcast  thralL 

Snl  to  his  speach  he  anniwered  no  wbit^  U 

Sut  stood  atUl  mute,  as  if  he  had  beene  dam, 

I4e  signe  of  lencc  did  shew,  ne  common  wit. 

As  one  with  griefe  and  anguishe  OTer-cnmi 

And  unto  every  thing  did  aunswere  mum : 

And  ever,  when  the  prince  unto  him  spakaj 

He  louted  lowly,  as  did  him  becum, 

And  bumble  homage  did  unto  bim  make, 

Midst  sorrow  ahewing  ioyoua  aemblance  focld>  nkfl. 
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At  wliicb  Ilia  micoatli  gni^c  ^nd  OMge  quaint 
The  prin(«  Aid  wonder  mnch.  ret  could  not  gbene 
Qiie  cause  of  tlmt  his  BorronAill  coDBtraint; 
Yet  weend,  b;  sctTet  sijiDeB  of  mBTitiD<«se. 
"Which  close  appesrd  in  that  rude  bnitisUsfsse, 
Tiiat  he  wliilome  some  itentle  awnine  had  beene^ 
Traind  up  in  featu  of  amies  and  kniclitlincsae ; 
Which  hi'  obaerv'd.  by  that  he  him  bad  teeue 
To  weld  his  naked  sword  and  try  the  edges  keene; 

And  eke  by  that  he  aaw  on  every  tree 

How  he  the  name  of  one  en^rrHven  had 

■Which  likly  was  his  liefeft  love  to  be. 

From  whom  he  now  «i  Borely  "ac  bestad; 

Which  was  hv  him  Belpbebe  ri^hllv  rad ; 

Yet  who  ivfts  that  Beiphebe  In'  m>  wi^t; 

Yet  saw  he  fflen  hoiv  lie  vcxnl  chu\ 

When  he  it  heard,  anii  how  the  ijiMUTid  he  kist 

Wherein  it  wHtten  was,  aud  how  himselfe  be  blist 

ITho,  when  he  lone  had  marked  his  demeanor, 

Aud  saw  that  all  he  said  and  did  was  vaine, 

Ne  ought  mote  mate  him  chance  his  wonted  tenor. 

Ne  ought  m(>t«  c«ase  to  miti^te  his  paine ; 

He  Jelt  him  Ihero  in  Unguor  to  remamo 

Till  time  for  him  should  remedy  provide, 

And  him  restore  to  former  grace  againe ; 

Which,  for  it  is  too  long  here  to  abide. 

I  will  dcferre  the  end  untill  another  tide. 


ciNTO  vnr. 


CoiiUiDbo  cliaKlli  Plactdn 
And  U  bf  Artbnn  *UId«. 

Wbll  said  the  wisetnan,  now  prov'd  tme  by  this 

Which  to  ihis  gentle  squire  did  happen  late, 

That  the  displeasure  of  the  miiihtv  is 

Then  death  itselfe  more  divad  and  despprate  j 

For  naught  the  same  may  calme.  ue  mitigat«. 

Till  time  the  tempest  doe  thereof  delay 

With  Bufferaonce  soft,  which  rigour  can  abat«. 

And  have  the  steme  remembrance  wypt  awtty 

Of  bitter  tlioaghlfl,  which  deepe  therein  infixed  U^. 


I.i1[e  Bi  it  fell  to  thii  nuluppj  bor,  2 

.   Whose  tender  heart  the  fairs  Behiliebe  liad 
With  one  slerne  looke  to  daanted,  that  no  iaf 
In  ell  his  life,  which  sftervarda  he  lad. 
He  ever  tasted ;  but  with  penaonoe  sad 
And  pensive  sorrow  pind  and  wore  Amy. 
Ne  erer  laaglit,  ue  oaoe  ahew'd  (wunteDanoe  glad; 
But  alwBJes  w^  and  wailed  night  and  day. 
Aa  blasted  blooame  ttroagh  heat  doth  laugiiiih  and  decay. 

Till  on  a  daj,  as  in  his  wonted  wise  3 

Hia  doole  he  mode,  there  channst  a  turtle  dore 

To  come  where  he  his  dolors  did  device. 

That  likenise  late  hod  loBt  her  dsareat  lore, 

Which  loose  her  made  like  pasuon  also  prore  I 

Who,  nceing  his  sod  plight,  her  tender  heart 

With  deare  compoaaion  deeply  did  emmore. 

That  she  gaa  inoue  his  uodeserred  smart, 

And  with  her  dolefull  accent  beare  with  him  aporL 

Shee  sitting  hy  him,  as  on  ground  be  lar,  i 

Her  mournefull  notes  fnll  piteoualj  did  frame. 

And  thereof  made  a  lamentable  lay. 

So  sensibly  compyld  that  in  the  same 

Him  seemed  oft  he  heard  his  owne  right  name. 

With  that  he  forth  wotild  poure  so  plenteous  teares, , 

And  beat  his  breast  unworthy  of  such  blame, 

And  knooke  his  head,  and  rend  his  rugged  heares. 

That  could  hare  perst  the  hearit  of  tigres  and  of  bearcs. 

Thiu,  long  this  ftenUe  bird  to  him  did  OM  6 

Withouten  dreaid  ofperill  t4)  repaire 

Unto  his  wonne,  and  with  her  muumefull  muse 

Him  to  recomfort  in  his  greatest  care, 

That  much  did  ease  his  mourning  and  misfare : 

And  every  day,  for  auerdon  of  her  song, 

He  part  of  hia  small  feast  to  her  would  share; 

That,  at  the  last,  of  all  his  woe  and  wrong 

Companion  she  became,  and  so  continued  long. 

Upon  a  day,  as  she  him  sate  beside.  6 

By  chance  he  certaine  miniments  forth  drew, 

"NVIiirh  ret  with  liim  as  reliekes  did  abide 

Of  alt  the  bounty  which  Belphebe  threw 

On  him,  whilat  goodly  grace  she  did  him  ahewi 

Amonipit  the  rest  a  iewell  rich  he  found. 

That  was  a  ruby  of  right  perfect  hew, 

Shap'd  like  a  heart  yet  bleeding  of  the  woond. 

And  with  a  Ulle  golden  chaine  about  it  bouDO. 
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ITie  same  he  (f  r.l[p,  nnd  witU  a  riband  new. 

In  which  iiia  l:'■(!^■^  colours  wpre.  did  bind 

About  tip  tU!  I '—  ni^i'Le.  lliat  wilL  the  Tew 

Did  greatly  t  ■!:!<  i  ln.-i  '-iiLineveil  mind. 

All  unaware)-  [lt<.-  bird,  when  elie  did  find 

Herselfe  so  di^kt.  Iier  nimble  wines  displaid. 

And  flew  awny  as  liclitly  aa  the  wind: 

WhiL-li  Bodaiue  accident  him  much  disniaid ; 

And,  looking  after  long,  did  marke  which  way  sLe  atraid. 

But  whenas  1od(;  he  looked  hod  in  mine,  I 

Yet  saw  her  fomard  still  to  make  her  flight. 

Bis  weary  eie  relumd  to  him  a^nine, 

Fullof  diflc<n.ir.ift  auJ  dinmwi  |iUjht, 

Thatbothli-  i.,  :'l  .  ]     1     ■■:      .  r_l,'. 

And  eke  hie  '   - 

But  that  8wr  n-lit, 

Throiich  the  wide  region  oi  tlie  wastluil  aire, 

Untill  she  came  whcrt-  "onntd  hig  Jlclphebe  fatie. 

There  found  she  her  (as  then  it  did  betide)  I 

Silting  in  cOTcrt  shade  of  arbors  sweet, 

After  Jate  wearie  tode  whic;h  she  had  tride 

In  salvape  chase,  to  rest  as  secm'd  her  meet. 

Tlierc  she,  alighting,  fell  liefore  her  feet. 

And  gan  to  her  moumfull  plaint  to  make. 

As  was  her  wont,  Ihinkinji  tu  let  her  weet 

The  CTcut  tormeotiiig  eriefe  that  for  her  Bake 

Her  gentle  squire  through  her  displeasure  did  pcrtake. 


vith  ehe  rose  in  hast,  and  her  addreat 
"With  ready  hand  it  to  have  reft  away: 
But  the  swift  bird  obavd  not  her  behest, 
But  Bwarv'd  aside,  and  there  againc  did  stay; 
She  foUow'd  her,  and  thought  againe  it  to  assay. 

And  ever,  when  she  nigh  approcht.  the  dove 
Would  flit  a  little  forward,  aiid  then  stay 
Till  she  drew  neare,  and  then  acaine  remove : 
So  tenipting  her  still  to  pursue  the  pray. 
And  etill  from  her  escaping  aofl  away : 
Till  tliat  at  length  into  that  forrcat  wide 
Sfiedrew  her  nir,  Mid\eAwi(,\\B\ti')i  ieXa-j-, 
Tn  th'  end  ehelieruntothat  ■o\»ceiSii«tt\ie. 
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Eftesoonea  she  Sew  unto  fain  fsareleise  hind. 

And  there  a  piteooi  dittj  new  doviz'd, 

And  if  she  would  have  mode  Iiim  understand 

rowea  cause,  to  be  of  her  dospii'd; 

when  she  saw  in  wretched  weeds  disjuiz'd 
With  heary  glib  deforni'd,  and  meiger  face, 
Like  ghost  late  risen  fVam  his  grave  a^^i'd. 
She  knew  him  not,  bnt  pittied  mach  his  case, 
Aod  wisht  it  were  in  her  to  doe  him  any  graoe. 

He,  her  beholding,  at  her  feet  downe  fell 

And  bist  the  ground  on  which  her  sole  did  tread. 

And  wast  the  same  with  water  which  did  well 

From  his  moist  eies.  and  lilce  two  streamea  proceaJ, 

Yet  Bpake  no  word,  wherebj  ehe  might  aread 

What  mistPT  wight  he  was,  or  what  ne  ment; 

But,  as  one  daunts  with  her  presence  dread. 

One);  few  ruefull  lookes  unto  her  sent. 

As  messenges  of  his  true  meaning  and  intent. 

Yet  natlicraore  his  mesninjt  she  ared, 

But  wondred  much  at  faia  so  eelcouth  case; 

And  by  his  persons  secret  seemlvhed 

Well  weend  (liat  he  had  beene  some  man  of  place, 

iBefore  miBforlune  did  his  how  deface ; 

That,  being  mor'd  with  rutli,  she  thus  bespake: 

"Ah !  wofull  man,  what  Hearens  bani  disgrace, 

Or  wmth  of  cniell  wight  on  thee  ywrake. 

Or  selfe-disliked  hfe,  doth  thee  thus  wretched  make  ? 

"  Tf  Heaven ;  then  none  may  it  redresse  or  blame, 

Sifb  to  His  powre  we  all  are  snbient  borne ! 

If  wrathfull  wicht ;  then  fowle  rebuke  and  shame 

Be  theirs  that  have  bo  crucU  thee  forlome ! 

But.  if  through  inward  gricfe  or  wilful!  scome 

Of  life,  it  be ;  tlien  better  doe  advise ; 

For  he,  whose  dales  in  wilfull  woe  are  worne, 

The  grace  of  hiw  Creator  d'lth  despise, 

That  will  not  use  his  gifts  for  thanklesse  nigardise." 

"When  so  he  heard  her  say,  eftsoones  he  brake. 
His  sodaine  silence  which  he  long  had  pent, 
And,  siuhing  inly  decpe,  her  thus  bespabe  j 
"Then  hare  they  all  Ihcmsekes  aginst  mebrati 
For  Heaven,  first  author  of  my  langniahment, 
Jinyjinjr  my  too  great  felicity, 
])id  coaely  with  a  cruell  one  consent 
To  cloud  my  dales  in  dolefull  misery, 
And  make  mc  loath  this  life,  still  longing  foi  to  die> 


And  bim  receiT'd  agsini 

la  which  he  lonR  time  n 
An  bappie  life  irith  grai 
Feariesse  of  fortuues  ch 
Aod  ete  all  mindJesse  o 
The  noble  prince,  who  r 
Of  tydings,  what  did  un 
Or  what  good  fortune  d 
But  through  the  endless 
Him  seeking  erennore. 

Tilll  on  a  day.  ="  throng) 
He  ehaunst  to  come  wbi 
^mylia  and  Amoret,  at 
Both  in  full  sad  a    " 


The  other  almost  dead  a 
Through  her  lat«  hnrla, 
With  which  the  gquire,  i 

Whom  when  the  prince 
The  eviU  case  in  which  t 
Sut  ntost  was  moved  at 
Of  Amoret,  so  neare  un( 
That  her  great  daunjcer  i 
Efteoones  that  pretioua  1 
Which  he  in  store  abont 
And  with  few  drii[)a  ihcr 
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And  erermore  he  gre&tl^  did  denre 

To  koow,  what  rtr^a  did  them,  thenoe  unbind; 

And  oft  of  them  did  ekrnastly  inqoire. 

Where  wu  her  won,  and  how  he  mote  her  And. 

But,  whenas  nought  according  to  hii  mind 

He  oonid  out-learne,  he  them  from  flroand  did  leare, 

(No  serrice  iotiisome  to  a  (cenlle  kind.) 

And  oD  his  warlike  beast  uem  both  did  beare, 

Himselfe  bj  them  on  foot  to  luoaoar  them  from  f eare. 

So  when  that  foirest  the?  had  passed  well, 

A  litle  oottage  farre  awaf  the;'  epide, 

To  which  tbe^  drew  ere  night  npcni  them  feH) 

And,  entnng  in.  found  none  thraein  abides 

Bat  one  old  wonuu  aittong  there  bends 

Upon  the  ground  in  ragged  rude  at^n. 

With  filclijr  lockea  about  her  aoattemd  wido. 

Gnawing  her  ni^le*  for  lelneese  and  for  yre. 

And  there  out  snoking  renime  to  her  parts  en^ie.- 

A  fonle  and  loathly  creature  sure  in  nght. 
And  in  conditions  to  be  loatb'd  no  lewe : 
for  she  was  etuft  with  ranoonr  and  deapight 
Up  to  tlie  throat,  that  oft  with  bittemcssc 
It  forth  would  breake  and  gush  in  great  eioesl^ 
Pouring  out  Btreomes  cf  pojson  and  of  sail 
Gainst  all  that  truth  or  vertue  doe  professc ; 

Whom  she  with 

And  wickedly  b 

Her  nature  in,  all  goodneaae  to  abuse,  23 

And  cBUNeleB«e  crimes  oontinnallf  to  frame. 

With  which  she  guiltlesse  persons  msj  acense. 

And  steals  away  the  crowne  of  their  good  namet 

He  ever  knicht  so  bold,  ne  ever  dame 

So  cbast  and  loval  lir'd,  but  she  would  atrire 

With  forged  cause  them  falsely  to  defame; 

Ife  ever  thinK  so  well  was  doen  alive. 

But  she  with  blame  would  blot,  and  of  due  praise  deprive, 

2fl 


And  breatlied  forth  with  blast  of  bitter  wind; 

Which  passing  through  the  earei  would  pLeroa  the  hart, 

And  wound  the  soule  itsclfe  withsriefeonkind: 

for,  like  the  stings  of  aspea  that  kill  with  amart. 

Her  api^tfuU  wwda  did  pricke  and  wound  Haa  imux  ^lA 


Such  wu  that  hag.  namept  to  host  sui^h  guestm, 
"Whom  greatest  prittpes  court  would  welcome  fa   n 
But  neMe,  thnt  iiiiswera  not  to  all  rcquesta. 
Bad  them  not  Wbc  for  bott«r  entertayne ; 
And  eke  tliat  age  deepysed  nici^uesse  rajne. 
Eaur'd  to  hardneaso  aad  to  homt'ly  fare, 
Wlkich  them  to  wnrlike  diyi'ipline  did  traTsa, 
And  manlr  limbs  endiir'd  wilii  title  core 
Againat  all  hard  miahapa  and  fortaneleaae  nuBGnuu 

^niea-ftll  that  eveniog,  treloommed  ffith  ootd 
And  che&releeee  hunger,  thej  toaether  Bpent; 
Yet  found  no  fault,  but  tJiat  the  tias  did  scold 
And  rayle  at  them  willi  grudgefull  discontent. 
For  lodging  there  without  her  owne  ronsent: 
Yet  the  J  endured  ail  with  patience  milde. 
And  unto  rest  themselveB  all  onely  lent, 
BegardJeBSe  of  tliat  queane  bo  base  and  vildo 
To  be  uniufltly  blamd  and  bitterly  revdde. 

Here  well  I  weene.  wheiins  these  rimeg  be  red 
With  ulisrecavd,  that  some  rash-wiited  wight, 
Whose  looser  tliought  will  lichlly  be  misled, 
These  gentle  ladies  will  iiiisdeeme  too  light 
For  thus  conversing  with  this  noble  knight; 
Sith  now  of  dayes  sucli  lomperance  is  rare 
And  hard  to  Rnde,  that  heat  of  youthfull  spright 
For  onght  will  from  his  greedie  plcnure  spare; 
More  hard  for  hungry  sleed  t'  abstaine  from  pleaaaii 

But  antique  afc,  yet  in  the  infaiicie 

Of  time,  did  live  then,  like  an  innocent. 

In  simple  truth  and  blanielesse  chastitie; 

Ne  then  of  guile  had  made  experiment ; 

But.  voide  of  vile  and  treacherous  ititent. 

Held  vertue,  for  itseife,  in  sovcraine  awe  i 

Then  loyal  love  had  royall  regiment. 

And  each  unto  his  lust  did  make  a  Inn-e. 

From  all  forbidden  things  his  liking  to  withdraw. 

The  lyon  there  did  with  the  lanibe  consort. 
And  eke  the  dove  sate  by  the  fauleons  side; 
Ne  eath  of  other  feart'd  fraud  or  tort, 
But  did  in  safe  securitie  abide. 
"Withouten  perill  of  the  stronirer  pride : 
But  when  the  world  woie  old,  it  woxe  warre  old, 
fWhereof  it  bight.)  and,  having  shortly  tride 
The  traioea  of  wil,  in  ^\c\Le4Dw*e  •kot^v  ViVi, 
Aad  dared  of  all  a'mnee  t\\c  aeae**  \n  u.\&i4. 
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Then  beantie,  wliioh  was  made  to  represent  32 

The  great  Creatoors  owne  resemblance  bri|^ 

Unto  abuse  of  lawlesse  lost  was  lent. 

And  made  the  baito  of  bestiall  delight : 

Then  faire  grew  foule,  and  fonle  grew  faire  in  sight; 

And  that,  which  wont  to  Tanqnish  God  and  man, 

Was  made  the  Tassall  of  t^  yictors  might ; 

Then  did  her  glorious  fiowre  wex  dead  and  wan, 

Deepisd  and  tooden  downe  of  all  that  orer-ran : 

And  now  it  is  so  utterly  deeayd,  83 

That  any  bud  thereof  doth  scarse  remaine, 

But  if  few  plants,  preserr'd  through  heavenly  ayd, 

In  princes  court  doe  hap  to  sprout  againe, 

Dew'd  with  her  drops  of  bountie  soyeraine, 

Which  from  that  goodly  glorious  flowre  proceed^ 

Sprung  of  the  auncient  stocke  of  princes  straine. 

Now  th'onely  remnant  of  that  royall  breed. 

Whose  noble  kind  at  first  was  sure  of  heayenly  seed. 

Tho,  soone  as  da^  discoyered  heayens  face  34 

To  sinfull  men  with  darknes  over  diffht. 

This  srentle  crew  gan  from  their  ey^e^ds  chace 

The  drowzie  humour  of  the  dampish  night. 

And  did  themselyes  unto  their  ioumey  dight. 

So  forth  they  yode,  and  forward  softly  paced. 

That  them  to  view  had  bene  an  uncouth  sight: 

How  all  the  way  the  prince  on  footpace  traced. 

The  ladies  both  on  horse  together  fast  embraced. 

Soone  as  they  thence  departed  were  afore,  35 

Tliat  shamefull  hag,  the  slaunder  of  her  seze. 

Them  follow*d  fast,  and  them  reyiled  sore. 

Him  caUing  theefe,  them  whores ;  that  much  did  ycxe 

His  noble  hart:  thereto  she  did  annexe 

False  crimes  and  facts,  such  as  they  never  ment, 

That  those  two  ladies  much  ashamed  did  wexe : 

The  more  did  she  pursue  her  lewd  intent. 

And  rayl'd  and  rag'd,  till  she  had  all  her  poyson  spent. 

At  last,  when  they  were  passed  out  of  sight.  36 

Yet  she  did  not  her  spightfuU  speach  forbeare, 

But  after  them  did  barke,  and  stiU  backbite, 

Though  there  were  none  her  hatefuU  words  to  hcare: 

Like  as  a  curre  doth  felly  bite  and  teare 

The  stone,  which  passed  straunger  at  him  threw; 

So  she,  them  seeing  past  the  reach  of  eare, 

AgMDBt  the  atones  and  trees  did  ravle  anew, 

2u/ ahe  had  duld  the  Bting,  whicli  m  ber  ion^  «ii^  «;c«^ 
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Tliey  passinH  forth  kept  on  th^  rcMUo  wm 
Wiui  oitait'  <1»])s  so  god  a«  foot  couM  strydi 
Both  tiir  BTi-Hl  feeblMse  which  did  oft  uday 
Fsire  Ami.if.'r,  that  ncarcely  she  could  i^de. 
And  tke  tbrmiah  heavie  ariuea  which  •ore  aiiBOTd 
Hie  prinrc  on  fixit,  not  wonted  so  to  fare, 
'Whofp  atoadio  hnnd  kbs  faino  his  8t««de  to  gn,yde, 
,    And  b11  tilt'  n-)iT  from  trottinc  bard  lo  nparc 
So  waa  luB  lityle  the  more,  the  more  that  wr 

At  leni:(h  tliey  »pidc  where  towardu  ibeni  with  speed       S 

A  gqoirf  camp  sallopini:,  as  ho  itoutd  fiie, 

Beariiie  a  htli?  dnarfe  before  his  steed. 

That  all  tbi.-  war  foil  loud  for  aide  did  crie, 

^Hiat  Beerri'd  hij<  »iirilces  would  reod  the  bnaen  akie  [ 

Whom  ul'tfr  did  a  mightj  man  pursew, 

Bydin::  upon  a  dromednre  on  hie. 

Of  Btalure  buffe,  and  horrible  of  hew, 

That  'n  ould  bave  max'd  a  man  his  drendfull  fuc-e  io  rew: 

For  from  hia  fearefull  eyes  two  fierio  beamei,  M 

More  sbarpe  iben  poiols  of  necdleii,  did  prooe«dc^ 

Shooting  furth  farrij  away  two  flaming  streamea. 

Full  of  ?Aii  powre,  that  povsnoua  bale  did  breeda 

To  all  tli:it  on  Jiini  Kwkt  without  good  Uei-d, 

And  eeLTi'lly  bis  enemies  did  slay: 

Xike  ai<  tiii'  ba«<1bke,  of  serpents  seede. 

From  iHnvrefuU  eyes  clo»e  vcuim.  doth  convay 

Into  the  lookers  hart,  and  killcih  forre  awaj'. 

He  all  ibe  vray  did  ra^c  at  that  same  squire,  (j 

And  aftiT  bim  fidl  many  tbrpnlniiiiw  threw, 

With  curses  vaine  iu  hie  avenLrefuli  ire : 

Bnt  none  of  them  (so  fast  away  he  flew) 

Him  overtooke  before  he  came  in  vew: 

Where  when  he  saw  the  prince  in  orraour  bright. 

He  clld  to  him  aloud  bis  case  to  rew, 

And  rescue  him,  through  Buccour  of  his  mii^ht. 

From  that  bis  cruell  foe  that  him  pursewd  m  sighL 

Eflsoones  the  prince  tooke  downe  those  ladiee  tw&iae       4] 

From  loftie  steede.  and  mounting;  in  their  st«ad 

Came  to  that  squire  yet  trembling  every  Taincj 

Of  whom  he  gon  enquire  his  cause  of  dri'ad: 

Who  as  he  Ran  the  same  to  him  aread, 

Loe  I  hard  behind  his  backs  his  foe  was  prcst. 

With  dreadfull  weapon  ajmed  at  his  head, 

That  unto  death  bad  doeo  him  unredreet. 

Had  not  tiie  noble  prince  his  readie  itroke  repnwti 
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"Who.  ihnistiiu;  boldlj  twist  him  and  tiie  Uow^  43 

The  burden  otthe  deadly  brunt  did  bea^re 
Upon  his  shield*  whiah  lightly  he  did  throw    • 
Over  his  head,  before  the  harme  came  neare: 
Nathlesse  it  fell  with  so  despiteous  dreare 
And  heavie  swoj,  that  hard  unto  his  erowne 
The  shield  it  drore,  and  did  the  oovering  reare : 
Therewith  both  squire  and  dwarfe  did  tomble  downe 
Unto  the  earth*  and  lay  long  while  in  senselesie  swowne. 

"Whereat  the  prince,  full  wrath*  his  itrong  right  hand      43 

In  full  a^engement  beared  up  on  hie. 

And  stroke  the  uagan  with  his  steely  brand 

So  sore,  that  to  nis  saddle-bow  thereby 

He  bowed  low,  and  so  a  while  did  lie : 

And  sure,  had  not  his  massie  yron  maoe 

Betwixt  him  and  his  hurt  bene  happily, 

It  would  hare  cleft  him  to  the  ijiiraing  place  i 

Yet,  as  it  was,  it  did  astonish  him  long  space. 

But,  when  he  to  himselfe  retumd  againe,  41 

All  full  of  rase  he  gan  to  curse  and  sweare. 

And  TOW  by  Mahoune  that  he  should  be  slaine. 

With  that  his  miirdrous  mace  he  up  did  reare. 

That  seemed  nought  the  souse  thereof  could  beare* 

And  therewith  smote  at  him  with  all  his  might : 

But,  ere  that  it  to  him  approched  neare^ 

The  royall  child  with  reacue  quick  foresiffht 

Did  shun  the  proofe  thereof  and  it  aroyoed  light 

But,  ere  his  hand  he  could  recure  agame  43 

To  ward  his  bodie  from  the  balefull  stound,^ 

He  smote  at  him  with  all  his  might  and  maine 

So  fiiriously  that,  ere  he  wist,  he  found 

His  head  beforo  him  tombl  ng  on  the  ground ; 

The  whiles  his  babling  tongue  did  yet  olaspheme 

And  curse  his  sod  that  did  him  so  confound ; 

The  whiles  his  life  ran  foorth  in  bloudie  streame. 

His  soule  descended  down  into  the  Stygian  reame. 

Which  when  that  squire  beheld,  he  woxe  full  glad  40 

To  see  his  foe  breathe  out  his  spright  in  raine : 

But  that  same  dwarf  right  sorie  seem'd  and  sad. 

And  howld  aloud  to  see  his  lord  there  slaine. 

And  rent  his  haire  and  scratcht  his  face  for  paino. 

Then  gan  the  jprince  at  leasure  to  inquire 

Of  all  the  accident  there  hapned  phune. 

And  what  he  was  whose  eyes  did  flame  with  fire: 

Al  which  was  thus  to'him  declared  l^  that  squize. 
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"  This  mii;Llie  man."  qnotli  he,  "  nhom  .rem  have  RUiathfl 

Of  an  Im^c  staunWase  whylomc  was  brpd ; 

Aod  b;  his  streni^h  rule  to  himtielfe  did  gaine 

Of  many  natioos  into  tkraldome  led, 

And  mighlip  Ifingdomes  ofliis  force  sdred ; 

Whom  j-Ht  he  fonquer'd  not  by  bloiidie  tiKht, 

He  boslea  of  men  with  banner*  brode  dispred. 

But  b.v  tlip  ponre  of  hie  inf«rtious  sight. 

With  nliich  be  kdled  alt  that  came  wjlhui  his  might 

"  Ne  was  he  ever  vanqnisbed  afore. 

But  ever  Tanquisht  all  with  whom  he  fought ; 

Ne  waa  there  man  ac  etrong.  but  he  donne  bore  i 

Ne  woman  jet  so  faire.  but  he  bpr  bronght 

TJoto  bin  bav,  and  c&ptired  her  thought : 

For  mMt  of  atrenirth  and  beautie  his  desire 

Was  spoyle  ti:i  make,  and  wast  (hem  onto  Dooght, 

By  ea^tinjr  perret  flakes  of  lust  full  fire 

From  his  false  eyes  into  their  horta  and  parts  entire, 

"  Therefore  Corflambo  was  be  ea!d  aris-ht,  iS 

Thoiiffh  namelesse  there  his  bodie  now  doth  liej  1 

Yet  hath  he  left  one  daughter  thnt  is  liight 

The  fuire  Pa?ana :  who  seemes  outwardly 

So  fuire  aa  ever  yet  saw  livinE  eie ; 

And,  were  her  verhie  like  her  luautie  hright, 

She  were  as  fnire  as  any  under  nVie : 

But  ah  1  ehe  civeu  i«  to  raine  delight, 

And  eke  too  loose  of  life,  and  eke  of  love  too  light. 

"  So,  as  it  fell,  there  wb'  a  gentle  squire  CO 

TTiat  lov'd  a  ladie  of  hieh  parentage ; 

But,  for  his  meane  degree  might  not  aspire 

To  match  eo  high,  her  friends  with  counBell  sago 

Dissuadtd  her  from  such  a  disparage: 

But  she,  whose  hart  to  love  was  wholly  lent, 

Out  of  his  hands  could  not  redeeme  her  gnge, 

But,  firmely  following  her  first  intent, 

BcBolT'd  with  him  to  wend,  gainst  all  her  friends  consenL 

"  So  twiit  themselves  (hey  pointed  time  and  place :  61 

To  which  when  he  according  did  repaire. 

An  hard  mishaf)  and  disaveDtmiin  rase 

Him  chaunst ;  instead  of  hia  ^mylia  faire. 

This  Gyants  sonne.  that  lies  there  on  the  laire 

An  headlesae  beape.  him  uuawares  there  caught. 

And  all  diBmard  through  mcrcilesse  despaire 

Him  wretehea  thrall  unto  hi»  dongeon  brouclit, 

Wiuie  he  leniaines  of  all  unsucoour'd  and  unsought. 
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**  This  gyants  daughter  came  upon  a  day  62 

TJnto  the  prison,  in  her  ioyona  ^lee, 

To  view  the  thrals  which  there  in  bondage  lay  i 

Amongst  the  rest  she  chaunced  there  to  see 

This  lovely  swaine,  the  squire  of  low  degree; 

To  whom  she  did  her  likmg  lightlv  cast. 

And  wooed  him  her  paramour  to  Dee : 

From  day  to  day  she  woo*d  and  prayd  him  fastt 

And  for  kis  love  him  promist  libertie  at  last. 

**  He,  thonp^h  affide  unto  a  former  love,  53 

To  whom  taith  he  firmely  ment  to  hold. 

Yet  seeing  not  how  thence  he  mote  remore, 

!But  by  tlmt  meanes  which  fortune  did  unfold* 

Her  graunted  love,  but  with  affection  cold. 

To  win  her  grace  his  Ubertie  to  ^t : 

Yet  he  him  still  detaines  in  captive  hold, 

Fearing,  least  if  she  should  him  freely  set. 

He  would  her  shortly  leave,  and  former  love  forget 

**  Yet  so  much  favour  she  to  him  hath  hight  54 

Above  the  rest,  that  he  sometimes  may  space 

And  walke  about  her  gardens  of  delight, 

Having  a  keeper  still  with  him  in  place ; 

Which  keeper  is  this  dwarfe,  her  dearling  base. 

To  whom  the  keyes  of  every  prison  dore 

By  her  committed  be,  of  speciall  grace, 

And  at  his  will  may  whom  he  list  restore. 

And,  whom  he  list,  reserve  to  be  afflicted  more. 

"  Whereof  when  tydings  came  unto  mine  eare^  55 

Full  inlv  sorie,  for  the  lervent  zeale 

Which  1  to  him  as  to  my  soule  did  beare, 

I  thether  went ;  where  I  did  long  conceale 

Myselfe,  till  that  the  dwarfe  did  me  reveale. 

And  told  his  dame  her  squire  of  low  degree 

Did  secretly  out  of  her  prison  steale ; 

Por  me  he  did  mistake  that  squire  to  bee ; 

For  never  two  so  like  did  living  creature  see. 

"  Then  was  I  taken  and  before  her  brought;  50 

Who,  through  the  likenesse  of  my  outward  hew, 

Being  likewise  beguiled  in  her  thought. 

Gran  Blame  me  much  for  being  so  untrew 

To  seeke  by  flight  her  fellowship  t'  eschew, 

That  lov'd  me  deare,  as  dearest  thing  alive. 

Thence  she  commaunded  me  to  prison  new : 

Whereof  I  glad  did  not  gaine-say  nor  strive. 

But  8u£&ed  that  same  dwarfe  me  to  her  dongeou  dme« 
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"  There  did  I  finde  mini>  onplr  faithfull  frcod 

In  heaty  plight  and^ad  perplfiilie; 

Whereof  1  soiic,  yet  mysolfe  did  bend 

Him  t"  rpitiriifort  with  my  pompania; 

But  liini  <he  more  ncreer'd  I  found  Ihcml^c 

For  bJI  liii  iov.  lie  naid,  in  thai  distresse 

Waa  mine  nnd  liin  ^mylias  libortie. 

.^Imylia  well  he  lov'd.  an  I  mote  ghease; 

Yet  greater  !oTe  to  me  then  her  he  did  prof^ase. 

"Bat  I  with  better  tcbbod  him  arii'd 

Aad  xliew'd  him  how,  thi-otich  error  and  misUunight 

Of  our  like  jienions  eath  lobe  dispnil'd. 

Or  hi«  e\i'h;iiiKp  or  freedom  iiiiii;bi  be  wronorht. 

When'to  full  lolh  wag  he,  ne  would  for  ouffht 

CoiiReiil  tlint  T.  who  itood  all  feareJetse  free. 

Should  wilfullv  be  into  thmldome  brought. 

Till  fori  line  did  perfoiTO  it  ao  deeree : 

Tet,  oTpr-ruld  at  last,  he  did  to  me  agree. 

"  TTie  morrow  next,  abont  the  wonted  howre. 

The  dwarfe  cnld  ftt  the  doorc  of  Amyas 

To  come  forthwith  nntc  hia  Indiea  bowre: 

Insteed  of  whom  forth  come  I  Placidaa. 

And  iind  i?=i'emed  forth  wilh  him  did  paa. 

Ther''  "  illi  ctfqI  ioyaoce  and  with  gladsome  glee 

Of  faip'  I'iwinn  I  reoeired  ivas, 

And  nfl  imlirast.  as  if  that  I  were  hee, 

And  B  itii  kind  words  accoyd,  vowing  great  love  to 

"  Which  1,  that  was  not  hent  to  former  love, 

Aa  wan  my  friend  Ihdt  had  her  lontt  refus'd. 

Did  well  accept,  as  well  it  did  behoFC 

Aiid  to  the  present  neede  it  wisely  usd. 

My  former  hardnease  fir*t  I  faire  excusd; 

And.  after,  promiiit  large  amends  to  make. 

With  Buch  smooth  termes  her  error  I  abusd 

To  my  friends  good  more  then  for  mine  owne  date, 

For  whose  sole  libertie  I  love  and  life  did  state. 

"  Theneeforth  I  found  more  favour  at  her  hand; 

That  to  her  dwarfe,  which  had  me  in  hie  charge. 

She  bad  to  linhtcn  my  too  heavie  hand, 

And  grsunt  niore  scope  to  me  to  walke  at  large. 

So  on  a  day,  aa  by  the  Howrie  marge 

Of  a  freah  sireame  I  with  that  elfe  did  play, 

Finding  no  meanea  how  I  mieht  ua  enlarge. 

But  if  Ihat  dwarfe  I  could  wilh  me  con vay, 

I  lightly  matoht  him  up  and  with  me  bore  away. 
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"  Thereat  he  shriekt  aload,  Uiat  with  his  ory  62 

The  tyrant  selfe  came  forth  wil^  yellinff  bray. 

And  me  pursew'd ;  but  nathemore  womd  I 

Forgoe  the  purchase  of  my  gotten  pray, 

But  have  perforce  him  hether  broudit  away." 

Thus  as  they  talked,  loe !  where  nigh  at  hand 

Those  ladies  two,  yet  doubtfuU  through  dismay, 

In  presence  came,  desirous  t'  understand 

ladings  of  all  which  there  had  hapned  on  the  land. 

Where  soone  as  sad  ^mylia  did  espie  63 

Her  captiye  lovers  friend,  younff  Plaoidaa ; 

All  mindlesse  of  her  wonted  modestie 

She  to  him  ran,  and,  him  with  streight  embras 

Enfolding,  said ;  "  And  lives  jret  Amyas  ?*' 

**  He  lives,**  auoth  he,  "  and  his  MmyWa.  loves.** 

"  Then  lesse,   said  she,  "  hy  all  the  woe  I  pas, 

With  which  my  weaker  patience  fortune  proves : 

But  what  mismip  thus  long  him  fro  myseife  removes  P" 

Then  gan  he  all  this  storie  to  renew,  &1 

And  tell  the  course  of  his  captivitie ; 

That  her  deare  hart  full  deepely  made  to  rew 

And  sigh  full  sore,  to  heare  the  miserie 

In  which  so  long  he  mercilesse  did  lie. 

Then,  afler  many  teares  and  sorrowes  spent. 

She  deare  besought  the  prince  of  remedie : 

Who  thereto  did  with  readie  will  consent, 

And  well  perform'd ;  as  shall  appeare  by  his  event. 


CANTO  IX. 

The  Sqaire  of  low  degree^  releast, 

Pcana  takes  to  wife : 
Britomart  ftghtes  with  manjr  knights  i 

Prince  Arthur  ttinta  their  strife. 

Habd  is  the  doubt,  and  difficult  to  deeme, 

When  all  three  kinds  of  love  together  meet 

And  doe  dispart  the  hart  with  powre  extreme, 

Whether  shall  weigh  the  balance  downe;  to  weet. 

The  deare  affection  unto  kindred  sweet. 

Or  raging  fire  of  love  to  womankind. 

Or  zeale  of  friends  combvnd  with  vertues  meet. 

But  of  them  all  the  band  of  vertuous  mind. 

Me  seemat,  the  gentle  hart  ■hoaid  most  aMUxed  VAiidu 


For  nnturall  affection  eoonc  doth  cess 

And  ([iipnclted  is  with  Copids  greater 

But  fHitlifull  frieadjhip  doth  them  both  inipi 
t..A  .1, —  „..!.  -,yBirinpdiseiplir~  -"-"^  ■ 


And  all  the  Berrice  of  tlie  bodio  frame ; 

So  love  of  Boulc  dotb  love  of  bodie  pnsse, 

Ko  Ie990  then  perfect  gold  sumiounLa  the  meanest  bna 

All  which  who  liat  by  tryall  to  assay, 

Shall  iu  this  itorie  find  approved  plaine; 

Jn  which  these  squires  true  friendship  more  diil  sws; 

Then  eithpr  care  of  parenl'<  could  reftaine. 

Or  love  of  fairest  ladie  could  oonstraine. 

Tor  thoujth  PffBDa  were  as  fairc  ai  mome, 

Tet  did  tliia  truslie  iquire  wilh  proud  disdoioe 

IFor  bis  friends  sake  her  offred  favours  seome. 

And  she  herselfe  her  eyre  of  k  horn  she  ffas  jbomoi 

Now,  after  that  Prince  Arthur  grannted  \mA 

To  yeeld  strong  succour  to  that  gentle  sirayae, 

Who  now  long  time  bad  lyen  in  prison  sad ; 

He  tiiui  advise  how  best  be  mote  darraj'ne 

That  enterprize,  for  greatest  glories  gayne. 

That  beadlesiie  tyrants  tronke  be  reard  from  grooiK^ 

And,  having  yinpt  the  head  to  it  at-ayne. 

Upon  his  uxuall  beast  it  fimielr  bound, 

And  made  it  so  to  ride  as  it  alive  naa  found. 

Then  did  he  tnke  that  chased  squire,  and  lajd 

Before  the  rydor,  as  he  captive  "ere; 

And  made  his  dwarfe,  tbouRb  n  iih  unwilling  ayA, 

To  cuide  tlie  beast  tliat  did  hia  maister  beare. 

Till  to  bis  Castle  tbey  approcbed  neare : 

Whom  when  the  wateli.  that  kept  eontinnall  ward. 

Saw  cuniming  home,  all  voide  of  doubtfull  feare 

He,  mnninK  downe,  the  gate  to  Lim  unbard; 

Whom  straight  the  Prince  ensuing  in  together  £ir'(L 

ITiere  did  he  find  Ln  her  deljtious  boure 

The  faire  Pfeana  plaj'ing  on  a  rote. 

Complayning  of  her  cruell  paramoure, 

And  sinqini;  all  her  sorrow  to  the  note, 

Ab  the  had  learned  readily  by  rote ; 

lliat  wilh  the  sweetnesse  of  her  rare  delight 

The  Prince  half  rapt  began  on  her  to  dote; 

Till,  better  him  bethinkin::  of  the  right, 

He  hxx  unwares  Attacht,  and  captive  held  by  might. 
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Whence  being  forth  produc'd,  when  she  perceiyed  7 

Her  owne  deare  sire,  she  cald  k>  him  for  aide : 
;  But  when  of  him  no  aunswere  she  receiyed, 
isBut  saw  him  sencelesse  by  the  squire  upstaide, 
K  She  weened  well  that  then  she  was  betniide : 
Then  can  she  loudlj  cry,  and  weepe,  and  waile. 
And  that  same  squire  of  treason  to  upbraide : 
But  all  in  vaine ;  her  plaints  might  not  prevaile ; 
Ne  none  there  was  to  reskue  her,  ne  none  to  baUe. 

Then  tooko  he  that  same  dwarfe  and  him  compeld  8 

To  open  unto  him  the  prison  dore, 
And  forth  to  bring  those  thrals  which  there  he  held. 
I  Thence  forth  were  brought  to  him  above  a  score 
Of  knights  and  squires  to  him  unknowne  afore : 
All  which  he  did  from  bitter  bondage  free, 
And  unto  former  liberty  restore. 
Amongst  tLe  rest  that  squire  of  low  degree 
Came  forth  full  weake  and  wan,  not  like  himselfe  to  bee. 

"Whom  sONOne  as  faire  -^mylia  beheld  9 

And  Placidas,  they  both  unto  him  ran, 

And  him  embracing  fa>t  betwixt  them  held, 

S trivia  g  to  comfort  him  all  that  they  can. 

And  kissing  oft  his  visage  pale  and  wan : 

'J  hat  faire  Paeana,  them  beholding  both, 

Gan  both  envy,  and  bitterly  to  ban ; 

Through  iealous  passion  weeping  inly  wroth. 

To  see  the  sight  perforce  that  both  her  eyes  were  loth. 

But  when  awhile  they  ha'l  together  beene,  10 

And  diversly  conferred  of  their  case. 

She,  though  full  ofl  she  both  of  them  had  secne 

Asunder,  yet  not  ever  in  one  place. 

Began  to  doubt,  when  she  them  saw  embrace. 

Which  was  the  captive  squire  she  lov'd  so  deare, 

]  eceived  through  great  likenesse  of  their  face : 

Per  they  so  like  in  person  did  appeare. 

That  she  uneath  discerned  whether  whether  weare. 

And  eke  the  prince  whenas  he  them  avizcd,  1 1 

Their  like  resemblaunce  much  admired  there, 

And  mazd  how  nature  had  so  well  disguized. 

Her  worke,  and  countorfet  herselfe  so  nere. 

As  if  that  by  one  patteme  scene  somewhere 

She  had  them  maae  a  paragone  to  be ; 

Or  whether  it  through  skill  or  errour  were. 

Thus  gazing  long  at  them  much  wondred  he ; 

So  did  the  other  jcnights  and  squires  which  him  did  soo^ 
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Hen  ^n  tbcT  ranaacke  lliat  same  eastle  stroii;,       ^ 

In  whii'h  be  found  ereot  «tore  of  boorded  thiVMar%>i 

Tlii>  which  that  t>Tant  gatbeivd  had  by  nroiig 

And  tortious  powre.  witliiJUl  respect  or  measures 

Upon  all  trhlL-ii  the  Britou  prince  made  seasuie. 

And  aflfmards  continu'd  tbere  a  vhile 

To  reet  biBtselfe.  and  solace  in  boA  ulcasure  ' 

Those  weaker  ladies  after  weary  loile ; 

To  whom  be  did  diride  part  of  his  puroliaet  Bp<xle. 

And.  for  more  io; .  that  captive  lady  fain% 
The  faire  Pa'ana,  be  enlai^tJ  free, 
And  by  the  rcat  did  set  in  tumptuouB  ehaire 
To  feast  and  froUioke ;  Dathemore  would  she 
Shew  gladsome  counlcnaunoe  nor  pleaeatuit  ^eei 
Bat  grieved  ivns  for  lo»8C  both  of  her  aire. 
And  eke  of  lordship  with  both  land  and  fe« ; 
But  moat  she  toucbed  wau  with  eriefo  entire 
Por  los«e  of  her  new  love,  the  hope  of  her  deBtne. 

But  her  tbe  prince,  through  bis  well-woiit«d  graces 

To  better  tennea  of  mjidnesse  did  entreat 
From  that  fowle  rudencsse  wbicli  did  ht-r  deface; 
And  that  same  bitter  cor>ive,  whirb  did  eat 
Her  tender  heart  and  made  refraine  from  meat. 
He  with  pood  tbewea  and  spcacbes  we!!  applyde 
Did  moUifie,  and  calme  her  racing  beat : 
For  though  abe  were  most  faire.  and  goodlr  djde. 
Yet  she  it  all  did  mar  with  cru<'lty  aod  piide. 

And,  for  to  shut  up  all  in  friendly  love. 

Sith  love  was  first  tbe  ground  of  all  her  griefe. 

That  trusty  aquire  be  Biseiy  well  did  move 

Not  to  despise  that  dame  which  lov'd  him  Ucfe, 

Till  he  had  made  of  her  some  belter  priefe ; 

But  to  accept  ber  to  bis  wedded  wife : 

Thereto  be  oiTred  for  to  make  bim  chiefe 

Of  all  her  land  and  lordship  during  life : 

He  yeelded.  and  her  tooke  ;  so  stinted  all  their  atrife. 

From  that  day  forth  in  peace  and  ioynus  blia 

They  Lv'd  together  long  without  debate ; 

He  private  iarre,  ne  spite  of  enemis. 

Could  shake  the  safe  assurauncc  of  ibeir  atate: 

And  she.  whom  nature  did  so  faire  create 

That  she  mote  match  tbe  fairest  of  her  dales. 

Yet  with  lewd  loves  and  lust  iutemperate 

Had  it  defaste,  thenceforth  reformed  her  waiea,         [m 

That  all  mea  much  admjrde  her  chaitge,  aad  ipAko 
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VhuA  when  the  prince  bad  perfectly  compylde  .17 

Aliesc  paires  of  friendB  in  peace  and  setled  rest ; 
^Smselfe,  whose  minde  did  trs^ell  as  with  chylde 
3f  his  old  love  oonceaT'd  in  aeeret  brest, 
Mejolved  to  Dunoe  his  former  ^uest^ 
^aA,  taking  leave  of  all,  with  him  did  beare 
Aire  Amoret,  whom  foitane  by  bequest 
Had  left  in  his  protection  whileare, 
^Izchanged  out  of  one  into  another  feare. 

Vsare  of  her  safety  did  her  not  oonstraine ;  18 

Sw  well  she  wist  now  in  a  mighty  hond 

Her  person,  late  in  perill,  did  remaine, 

Who  able  was  all  daungers  to  withstood: 

But  now  in  feare  of  shiume  she  more  did  stond. 

Seeing  herselfe  all  soly  suoconrlesse. 

Left  in  the  victors  powre,  like  vassall  bond ; 

Whose  will  her  weaknesse  could  no  wa^  represse. 

In  case  his  baming  lust  should  breake  mto  excease 

Bnt  cause  of  feare  sure  had  she  none  at  all  19 

Of  him,  who  goodly  learned  had  of  yore 

The  course  of  loose  affection  to  forstalL 

And  lawlesse  lust  to  rule  with  reasons  lore ; 

That,  all  the  while  he  by  his  side  her  bore. 

She  was  as  safe  as  in  a  sanctuary. 

Thus  many  miles  they  two  together  wore, 

To  seeke  tneir  loves  dispersed  diversly ; 

Tet  neither  shewed  to  other  their  hearts  privity. 

At  length  they  came  whereas  a  troupe  of  knights  20 

They  saw  together  skirmishing,  as  seemed : 

Sixc  they  were  all,  all  full  of  fell  despight. 

But  fourc  of  them  the  battell  best  beseemed. 

That  which  of  them  was  best  mote  not  be  deemed. 

These  foure  were  th^  from  whom  false  Florimel 

By  Braggadochio  lately  was  redeemed ; 

To  weet,  steme  Druon,  and  lewd  Claribell, 

Love-lavish  Blandamour,  and  lustfull  ParidelL 

Druons  delight  was  all  in  single  life,  21 

And  unto  ladies  love  would  lend  no  leasure : 

The  more  was  Claribell  enraged  rife 

With  fervent  flames  and  lov^  out  of  measure: 

8o  eke  lov'd  Blandamour,  but  yet  at  pleasure 

Would  change  his  liking,  and  new  lemans  prove : 

But  Puidell  of  love  did  make  no  threasure. 

But  lusted  after  all  that  him  did  move : 

8o  direrslly  these  fouz^  disposed  were  to  Iotq. 
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But  thosp  two  otLor.  wlitclt  beside  them  atoode. 

Were  Uritomart  nod  gentle  Scudainoiir ; 

'U'ho  all  the  while  beheld  their  wrathful!  moode^ 

And  WLiiidred  at  their  implacabto  ttoure. 

"Whose  like  thej  never  saw  till  that  same  hoore: 

S't  dreaiifull  atrokea  eaeh  did  at  other  drive. 

And  laid  on  load  with  all  tbeir  tniuht  and  powre^ 

As  if  that  erery  dint  the  gboat  would  rive 

Out  of  their  wretched  corsea,  and  tbt<ir  Urea  drprivs. 

A»  when  Dan  Moiaa,  in  jfroat  dispLeainre 
For  loMe  of  bis  dearo  We  br  Neptnne  bent. 
Sends  forth  the  winds  out  of  his  hidden 
Upon  the  Ben  to  wreake  his  full  intent ; 
They,  breakinif  forth  with  rude  unrulimcnt 
From  all  foure  partefl  gf  heaven,  doe  rue  fiill  xn^ 
And  toasc  the  deepes,  and  teare  the  firmam^tit. 
And  all  thi?  world  confound  with  wide  uprore ; 
Ad  if  instead  thereof  they  Chaoi  would  restore. 

Cause  of  their  discord  and  so  fell  debate 

Was  for  the  love  of  Ihat  same  soowj  mud. 

Whome  they  had  lost  in  tumeyment  of  tale ; 

A^ii,  seekinif  long  to  weet  which  way  she  Btmid, 

Mel  hero  toc^tber;  where,  through  lewd  upbrmido 

Of  Alt  and  Duessa,  thf.v  fell  out ; 

And  eaeh  one  takiu;:  jiart  iu  I'tbiTS  nide 

Tbis  eniell  conflict  raised  thereabout. 

Whose  dangerous  successe  depended  yet  in  doubt: 

For  sometimes  ParidcU  and  Blandamoiir 
The  better  bad,  and  bet  the  others  backe; 
Eftaoones  the  others  did  the  field  recoure. 
And  on  tbeir  foes  did  worke  full  cruell  vrracko : 
Yet  neitlier  would  iheir  fiend-like  fury  slacke. 
But  evermore  tbeir  malice  did  augment ; 
Till  ibal  uneatb  they  forced  were,  for  lacke 
Of  breath,  their  raging  rigour  to  relent. 
And  rest  themselvea  for  to  recover  spiritB  spent. 

There  gan  they  change  their  sides,  and  new  parts  tal 

For  Paridell  did  tidie  to  Druons  side. 

For  old  despii^ht  which  now  forth  newly  brake 

Gainst  Blandamour,  whom  alwaies  be  envide  : 

And  Blandamour  to  Claribell  relide ; 

80  all  afresh  gan  former  fiirht  renew. 

As  when  two  oarkes,  this  caried  with  the  tide. 

That  with  the  wind,  contrarr  courses  sew, 

If  wind  and  tide  doe  change,  their  course*  chtmge  ai 
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Thencefortli  thev  much  more  fiirionsly  gan  fare,  27 

As  if  but  then  tne  battell  had  begonne ; 

I^e  helmets  bright  ne  hawberks  strong  did  spare. 

That  through  the  clifls  the  vermeil  bloud  out  sponne, 

And  all  adowne  their  riven  sides  did  ronne. 

Such  mortall  malice  wonder  was  to  see 

In  friends  profest,  and  so  great  outrage  donne: 

!But  sooth  IS  said,  and  tride  in  each  degree, 

^aintJHends  when  they  fall  out  most  crueUfomen  bee. 

Thus  thev  long  while  continued  in  fight ;  23 

Till  Scudamour  and  that  same  Briton  maide 

!Bv  fortune  in  that  place  did  chance  to  light : 

\Vhom  soone  as  they  with  wrathfull  eie  oewraide. 

They  gan  remember  of  the  fowle  upbraide. 

The  which  that  Britonesse  had  to  them  donne 

In  that  late  tumey  for  the  snowy  maide ; 

Where  she  had  them  both  shamefully  fordonne. 

And  eke  the  famous  prize  of  beauty  from  them  wonne. 

Eftsoones  all  burning  with  a  fresh  desire  20 

Of  fell  revenge,  in  their  malicious  mood 

Thev  from  themselves  gan  tume  their  furious  ire, 

Antf  cruell  blades  yet  steeming  with  whot  bloud 

Against  those  two  let  drive,  as  they  were  wood : 

"W  ho  wondring  much  at  that  so  sodaine  fit. 

Yet  nought  dismayd,  them  stoutly  well  withstood , 

Ne  yeelded  foote,  ne  once  abacke  did  flit. 

But,  being  doubly  smitten,  likewise  doubly  smit. 

The  warlike  dame  was  on  her  part  assaid  20 

Of  Claribell  and  Blandamour  attone ; 

And  Paridell  and  Druon  fiercely  laid 

At  Scudamour,  both  his  professed  fone : 

Four  charged  two,  and  two  surcharged  one ; 

Yet  did  those  two  themselves  so  bravely  beare, 

That  th*  other  litle  gained  by  the  lone. 

But  with  their  owne  repayea  duely  weare, 

And  usury  withall :  such  gaine  was  gotten  deare. 

Full  oftentimes  did  Britomart  assay  31 

To  speake  to  them,  and  some  emparlance  move ; 

But  they  for  nought  their  cruell  hands  would  stay, 

^e  lend  an  eare  to  ought  that  might  behove. 

As  when  an  eager  mastifie  once  doth  prove 

The  tast  of  bloud  of  some  engored  beast. 

No  words  may  rate,  nor  rigour  him  remove 

From  greedy  nold  of  that  his  blouddy  feast : 

So,  Htle  did  they  hearken  to  her  sweet  beheast. 
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Whom  wben  the  Briton  prinpp  afarre  belield 
Wili  oda  of  ai!  utu-quall  mfttch  opprest. 
Hia  mighty  'n -ii  i  "  itli  indignation  atreid. 
And  inward  .       '_■■   ilM  hia  neroicke  brest: 
Eftaoones  hi-  .-.   ■     lic  to  (heir  aide  addrcrt. 

And  thrufltit  _:  ;i into  the  thickest  preaco 

Krided  theii.  I  ■  .i  ,ht  loth  ti  reet ; 

And  would  tliem  fiiine  from  battell  to  sureeasse. 

With  gentle  irords  pcrgwading  them  to  friendlj'  j 
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And  lay  on  load,  tia  tbe.r  him  downe  would  beara : 

Ijlce  to  &  Btontic  which  hotera  under  akie, 

Long  here  and  there  and  round  about  doth  eiie. 

At  length  breakea  don-ne  in  r&ine,  and  hailc.  and  alee^ 

Fint  from  one  coast,  till  nought  thereof  be  drie ; 

Aad  then  another,  till  that  likewise  fle«t : 

And  w  fnmi  aide  to  aide  till  ail  the  world  it  we«t. 

Btit  now  their  forces  greatly  were  decayd, 

Tlie  prince  yet  being  fresh  untoneht  afore ; 

Who  them  with  speaches  milde  pan  first  disawade 

From  such  foule  outrage,  and  them  long  forbore ; 

Till,  aeeing  them  through  autTrance  banned  inoro, 

Himsclfe  he  bent  their  furies  to  abate, 

And  lard  at  them  ao  sbarpelv  and  so  sore, 

That  suortlv  them  compplli'd  to  retrate, 

And  being  brought  in  duunger  to  relent  too  late. 

Butnowhi8courac>>|..T'_  ;!i--i.-;,l:  l':-.'.l, 

Hement  to  liialic  llyci,,  .  .  yy'in', 

Had  not  those  two  lili  i 

T"  asBwage  his  wrath,  and  jiardon  Ihi^ir  mo«priae  j 

At  whose  request  he  gan  hiinm^lfe  adriee 

To  stav  his  hand,  and  of  a  truce  to  treat 

Id  milder  teannes,  as  list  them  to  derive ; 

Mougat  wliicli  the  cause  of  their  ao  erucll  beat 

He  Old  them  aske ;  who  all  that  passed  gan  repeat ; 

And  told  at  large  how  that  same  errant  knight. 

To  weet,  faire  Britomart,  them  late  had  fojied 

In  open  turaey,  and  by  wronafull  fight 

Soth  of  their  publicke  praise  had  (hem  despoyled. 

And  also  of  their  private  loves  beguvled ; 

Of  two  full  hard  lo  read  the  harder  theft. 

Bat  she  that  wrongfull  challenge  soone  assoyled. 

And  ahew'd  that  ebe  bad  not  that  lad.r  teft. 

(As  ihej  (uppoa'd,)  but  her  had  to  her  liking  Icfl 
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To  whom  the  prince  thus  goodly  well  replied;  37 

"  Certes,  sir  knight,  ye  seemen  much  to  olame 
To  rip  up  wrong  that  battell  once  hath  tried ; 
Wherein  the  honor  both  of  armes  ye  shame, 
And  eke  the  lore  of  ladies  foule  defame ; 
To  whom  the  world  this  franchise  ever  yeelded. 
That  of  their  loves  choise  they  mi^ht  freedom  clame. 
And  in  that  right  should  by  all  knights  be  shielded : 
Gainst  which,  me  seemes,  this  war  ye  wrongfully  have 
wielded." 


"  And  yet"  quoth  she,  "  a  greater  wrong  remaines :         33 

For  I  thereby  my  former  love  have  lost ; 

Whom  seeking  ever  since  with  endlesse  paines 

Hath  me  much  sorrow  and  much  travell  cost : 

Aye  me,  to  see  that  gentle  maide  so  tost  !*' 

But  Scudamour  then  sighing  deepe  thus  saide ; 

"  Certes  her  losse  ought  me  to  sorrow  most, 

Whose  right  she  is,  wherever  she  be  straide, 

Through  many  penis  wonne,  and  many  fortunes  waidc : 

"  For  from  the  first  that  I  her  love  profest,  39 

Unto  this  houre,  this  present  lucklesse  howre, 

I  never  ioyed  happinesse  nor  rest ; 

But  thus  tormoiid,  from  one  to  other  stowre 

I  wast  mv  life,  and  doe  mv  daies  devowre 

In  wret<;hed  anguishe  and  incessant  woe, 

Passinjj  the  measure  of  my  feeble  powre; 

That,  living  thus  a  wretch  and  loving  so, 

I  neither  can  my  love  ne  yet  my  life  forgo." 

Then  good  Sir  Claribell  him  thus  bespake;  40 

*'  Now  were  it  not.  Sir  Scudamour,  to  you 

Dislikefull  paine  so  sad  a  taske  to  take. 

Mote  me  entreat  you,  sith  this  gentle  crew 

Is  now  so  well  accorded  all  anew. 

That,  as  we  ride  together  on  our  way, 

Ye  will  recount  to  us  in  order  dew 

All  that  adventure  which  ye  did  assay 

For  that  faire  ladies  love :  past  perils  well  apay.** 

So  gan  the  rest  him  likewise  to  reouire ;  41 

But  Britomart  did  him  imp6rtune  nard 

To  take  on  him  that  paine ;  whose  great  desire 

He  glad  to  satisfie,  himselfe  prepar  d 

To  teU  through  what  misfortune  he  had  far*d 

In  that  atchievement,  as  to  him  befell, 

And  all  those  daungers  unto  them  declar'd ; 

Which  sith  they  cannot  in  this  canto  well 

Comprised  be,  I  will  them  in  another  telL 


And  Igvcn  life  foith  Kt. 

"  TsitB  he  it  8BJd.  nliatever  man  it  snyd. 

That  We  wi  th  ga]]  and  hoav  doth  abound : 

But  if  the  on^  be  with  the  olher  wa>'d. 

For  erery  dram  of  hony,  therein  found, 

A  pound  of  Rail  doth  orer  it  redound : 

7%at  I  too  true  by  triall  have  approved ; 

For  since  the  daj-  that  first  with  deadly  iround 

My  heart  wag  launcht,  aud  learned  to  have  lored, 

I  aever  ioyed  howre,  but  Plill  with  care  was  mored. 

"  And  vet  sueh  ^rrace  it  Riven  them  from  above. 

That  all  the  cares  and  evill  which  (hey  meet 

May  nought  at  all  tlieir  setled  minder^  remove, 

But  aeeme  painst  common  senej;  to  them  moat  ewect  j 

Aa  boating  in  their  martyrdome  unmeet. 

So  all  that  ever  yet  I  have  endnred 

I  count  aa  nstmUt.  and  tread  donnc  nndcr  feet. 

Since  of  my  love  at  length  I  reat  assured. 

That  to  disloyalty  a  lie  will  not  be  allured. 

"  Long  were  to  lell  the  travell  and  long  toile. 
Through  which  this  shield  of  Love  I  late  have  wonne. 
And  purchased  this  peerlesse  bfauttea  Epoile, 
That  harder  may  be  ended,  then  begonne: 
But  since  ye  so  desire,  your  will  be  donnc. 
Then  hearVe,  ye  gentle  knigbta  and  ladies  freev 
My  hard  mishaps,  that  ye  may  Icame  to  ehonnej 
For  though  sweet  love  to  con(]ner  glorious  bee. 
Yet  is  the  paine  thereof  muoh  ^'''eatcr  then  the  fee, 

"  What  time  the  fame  of  this  renowmed  prise 

Flew  firat  abroad,  and  alt  mens  eares  possest ; 

I,  having  armed  then  token,  gan  aviau 

To  ninue  me  honour  by  some  noble  gest, 

And  purchase  me  some  place  amongst  the  best. 

I  boldly  thought,  (so  young  mens  ihou^bts  are  bold.) 

That  this  same  brave  emprize  for  me  did  rest. 

And  that  both  sW\d  ani  &\ie  ■w\una  \  \)e\iQVi 

JUight  be  mj-  lucVj  lot  -,  silii  ii\i3  \q\.  -KSiVnW, 
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'*  So  on  that  hard  adventure  forth  I  went»  5 

And  to  the  place  of  perill  shortly  came : 

That  was  a  temple  faire  and  auncient. 

Which  of  great  mother  Venus  bare  the  name. 

And  farre  renowmed  through  exceeding  fame ; 

Much  more  then  that  which  was  in  Faphos  biiilt. 

Or  that  in  Cvpnis,  both  long  since  this  same, 

Though  all  the  pillours  of  the  one  were  guilt. 

And  all  the  others  pavement  were  with  yvozy  spilt: 

*'  And  it  was  seated  in  an  island  strong,  6 

Abounding  all  with  delices  most  rare, 

And  wall'd  by  nature  gainst  invaders  wrong. 

That  none  mote  have  accesse,  nor  inward  fare^ 

But  by  one  way  that  passage  did  prepare. 

It  was  a  bridge  y built  in  goodly  wize 

With  curious  corbes  and  pendants  ^^^ven  faire, 

And  arched  all  with  porches  did  arize 

On  stately  pillours  fram'd  after  the  Doricke  guize: 

"  And  for  defence  thereof  on  th*  other  end  7 

There  reared  was  a  castle  faire  and  strong. 

That  warded  all  which  in  or  out  did  wena. 

And  flancked  both  the  bridges  sides  along, 

Gainst  all  that  would  it  faiuo  to  force  or  wrong : 

And  therein  wonned  twenty  valiant  knights ; 

All  twenty  tride  in  warres  experience  long  j 

"Whose  olHce  was  against  all  manner  wiglits 

"By  all  meanes  to  maintaine  that  castels  ancient  rights. 

•*  Before  that  castle  was  an  open  plaine,  8 

And  in  the  midst  thereof  a  pular  placed ; 
On  which  this  shield,  of  many  sought  in  vaine. 
The  shield  of  love,  whose  guerdon  he  hath  graced, 
"VVas  hangd  on  high  with  golden  ribbands  laced ; 
And  in  the  marble  stone  was  written  this, 
With  golden  letters  goodly  well  enchaced ; 
Jii eased  the  man  that  well  can  use  this  bits: 
Whose  ever  be  the  shield,  faire  Amoret  be  his. 

**  Which  when  I  red,  my  heart  did  inly  eame,  9 

And  pant  wiUl  hope  of  that  adventures  hap : 
!No  stayed  further  nowes  thereof  to  learne. 
But  with  my  speare  upon  the  shield  did  rap. 
That  all  the  castle  ringed  with  the  clap. 
Streight  forth  issewd  a  knight  all  arm  d  to  proofei. 
And  bravely  mounted  to  his  most  miabaiO  i 
Who,  Btaymg  nought  to  question  from  cXoo^e, 
San  £erce  at  me,  Uxat  fire  gl  aunst  fifom  lua  \iot«eB  Voot^ 


1 
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So  sU  the  twenty  I  likewise  entreated. 
And  left  them  groDing  Ibt-re  upon  tL?  plsia^. 
Then,  preocing  to  the  pillour,  I  repeat*^ 
^Hie  lemi  thereof  for  guerdon  of  my  paiue, 
And,  takiiig  downe  the  shield,  with  me  did  it  x 

"  So  forth  without  impedimc-nt  I  past, 

Till  to  the  bridge*  utter  rale  I  came; 

The  which  1  fooad  sure  lockt  and  chained  fast 

Iknockt.  but  noTTiiinnnsnTcd  ine  In-  name: 

leald.b.i:  :,.,..■     .■-T.  i  ■  .  ■.,,  ,\.,,-: 
Yet  I  p.  ■■■  ::i: 

Tillal 


■'  That  was  to  wect  the  porter  of  the  place, 

TTnto  whose  trust  the  charge  tliereof  was  lent: 

His  name  was  Doubt,  that  had  a  double  face, 

Th'  one  forward  Jookinn.  th'  other  backeward  bent. 

Therein  resembling  lanuB  auucient 

Whicii  hath  iu  charae  the  ingate  of  the  j-eare ; 

Andci  '■  -  -'—•■ 


Or  did  misdoubt  some  ill  whose  cause  did  not  ftppear 

"  On  th'  one  ?ide  he.  on  th'  other  sate  Delay, 
Behindc  the  gate,  that  none  her  might  espy  j 
Whose  manner  was,  all  passengers  to  stay 
And  entertaine  with  her  occasions  sly ; 
Through  which  some  lost  great  hope  unheedily. 
Which  never  they  recover  might  againe  ; 
And  others,  quite  excluded  forth,  did  ly 
LonK  lan^isliing  there  in  unpittied  paine. 
And  seeking  ot^en  entraunce  afterwuds  in  vaine. 

"Me  whenas  he  had  privily  esnide 
Bearing  the  shield  whieh  I  liad  conquerd  late. 
He  kend  it  strcight,  and  to  me  opened  wide : 
So  in  I  past,  and  streight  he  cloed  the  gate- 
But  being  io,  Delay  in  close  awaite 
Caught  hold  on  me,  and  thought  my  steps  to  stay, 
feigning  full  many  a  fond  excuse  to  ^rate. 
And  time  to  etea\e.  l\ie  &rcasMte  oK  ihmis  ^^i , 
Whose  imal^  iiun'Q.U\Q»\.  tw  lui^ie*  ttuiKt  -iqkj  , 
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IDT  w^  I  Tould  ibnltfv 

'Ue  could  doe  or  an; 

my  lofty  iteede  diniMHiDtiiig  knr 


ght  that  ever  ue  could  doe  or  ■ 

im  my  lofty  iteede  diniMHiDtiiig 

irtb.  on  foote,  beholding  all  die  w^ 
odly  workM,  and  Stonet  of  lidi  Mcaj 
to  Bundi7  ihape*  hy  woBdroni  atdll, 
lie  ou  earth  no  whn«  I  reckra  idsj  ; 
idemeath,  the  rirer  nJling  atill 
Te  ioft,  that  aeem'd  to  irt 


ce  Torth  I  paived  to  the  aecmd  ate, 

it«  ofGooa  Desert,  wboM  goodl7  pfide 

■etif  frame  were  lotig  boe  to  relate : 

me  t<i all  atoode  alwaiea  open  iride; 

the  porch  did  evertaoit  abide 

ecus  siant.  dreadfhll  to  behold, 

oat  the  entnoDce  with  bis  apacioaa  aferide, 

ith  the  terroor  of  his  coonlenanee  bi^ 

uiy  did  affraj,  that  else  fMoe  enter  woold : 

ame  was  Dan&frer,  dreaded  orer  all ; 
ay  and  oight  did  watch  and  doely  ward 
earefull  cowarda  entrance  to  foratall 
mt-licart-foolei,  whom  ihew  of  perill  hard 
temfie  from  fortnnea  faire  adward ; 
entimee  faint  hearta,  at  fint  espiall 
fnim  face,  were  from  approaching  acard : 
thy  they  of  grace,  whoin  one  deniall 
es  from  fairest  hope  withonten  further  trialL 

aany  donghtf  warrionra  often  trido 
iter  perils  to  be  stout  and  bold, 
uot  the  ntcrnneaie  of  his  looke  abide ; 
'One  as  they  hi«  countenance  did  behold, 
to  faint,  and  feele  their  corage  cold. 
,  some  other,  that  in  hard  aaaaiea 
towards  knowne,  and  litle  count  did  hold, 
tbroui!li  giils,  or  guile,  or  such  like  wales, 
Q  by  atouping  low,  or  atealine  of  the  kuiea. 

,  though  Dieaoest  man  of  manT  moe, 

ich  disdaining  unto  him  to  lout, 

;pe  bolweene  his  leps.  so  in  to  aoe, 

'd  hira  to  assault  with  manhood  atoot, 

ther  beat  him  in  or  drive  him  out. 

nes,  advauncing  that  enchauntcd  shield, 

dl  my  might  I  gan  to  lay  about: 
vhen  he  saw,  the  giaivo  which  he  wX  wiWa 
forthwith  t'  araJe,  and  way  unto  me  jwAo. 
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"  So,  M 1  pntred,  I  did  baclteWBrd  looke. 

For  feare  of  harme  tiiat  miglil  lie  hidden  there  | 

And  loe  !  liis  himlparU,  «-licr«)f  heed  I  toolc^ 

Much  more  iL'f.jrnicd,  fearfull.  ugly  were. 

Then  all  his  forniT  parts  did  earat  appere: 

Forhatrecl,  iiiiirllicr,  IreBKin,  and  despigjit. 

With  maji}  moc  lay  La  ambuahmeot  ihore, 

AwaytiaB:  tti  enlraii  ihe  warclesse  wight 

Which  did  uot  ihi'm  prevent  nith  vigilant  fotca^lL 

"  Hiiu  having  paat  a!i  prrill,  I  waa  come 

Within  the  (.•niiipasse  of  that  idlauds  space; 

The  which  did  Bc-enie.  unto  m.v  simple  doom^ 

The  onely  iilcasnii  aad  di'lightfull  place 

That  ever  l  nidea  n-ad  of  fooling  Irai-e : 

For  all  thnt  unture  by  her  mother-wil 

Could  franic  in  oirtlC  and  forme  of  Hubatanee  Imm, 

Was  there ;  ajid  all  that  oature  did  omit. 

Art,  playiug  sotoud  natures  part,  Bupplyed  it, 

"No  tree,  that  is  of  count,  in  greenewood  growes. 
From  lowest  iuniper  to  ceder  tall ; 
No  flowre  in  field,  that  daintic  odour  throwes. 
And  decbes  his  branch  with  blossomea  orer  all. 
But  there  was  planted,  or  gre""  naturall : 

But  there  mote  tind  to  please  itselfe  withall ; 

>'or  hart  could  wish  for  auy  queint  device. 

But  there  it  present  was,  and  did  fraile  sense  eoticc 

"In  Buch  luxurious  plentie  of  all  pleasure. 

It  seem'd  a  sceoud  paradise  I  (chi'SJiC. 

So  larialily  euricht  with  natures  threasure. 

That  if  the  happie  soules,  which  doe  poaaesse 

Th'  Elvsian  Qi-lds  and  live  iu  laslb^;  bloese. 

Should  happen  tliis  with  liviiifl  eye  to  see, 

Thry  Boone  would  loath  iheir  lesser  happbeese. 

And  wish  U>  life  return'd  aaaine  lo  bee. 

That  in  this  ioyous  place  tWy  mote  have  ioyance  free. 

"  Fre^li  Bbadonea,  fit  to  shroud  from  annny  ray ; 
Faire  lawnds,  to  lake  the  aunne  in  season  dew  ; 
Sweet  springs,  in  nliieh  a  thousand  n.\-nipba  did  plaj; 
SofUrombhng  b'oolies.  that  penile  slouilier  drew  i 
High-r^rcd  mounta,  the  lauds  about  lo  riew  -, 
LowOooLing  dales,  disloiuid  from  common  saxe; 
Delight  full  T>owrfa,  to  soUoe  lovers  trew  ; 
Falae  labyrinlliea,  CioA  rMi«iet    «;e»\ijiai»-. 
All  which  bj  nalm-c  roaic  6ii  a  Vmio  wis*  vuan. 
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•'  And  all  without  were  walkcs  and  alleves  dight  25 

'VVith  divers  trees  enrang'd  in  even  rankes; 
.And  here  and  there  were  pleasant  arbors  pisht, 
J^d  shadie  seates,  and  sundry  flowring  bankes 
7o  sit  and  rest  the  walkers  wearie  shankes : 
JLnd  therein  thousand  payres  of  lovers  walkt, 
IPraysing  their  god,  and  yeeldinc  him  great  iJiankes, 
H'e  ever  ought  but  of  their  true  loves  talkt, 
I^e  ever  for  rebuke  or  blame  of  any  balkt. 

•*  All  these  togethc  r  by  themselves  did  sport  23 

Their  spotlesse  pleasures  and  sweet  loves  content. 
But,  farre  away  from  these  another  sort 
Of  lovers  lincked  in  true  harts  consent ; 
Which  loved  not  as  these  for  like  intent, 
But  on  chaste  vertue  grounded  their  desire, 
Farre  from  all  fraud  or  fayned  blandishment ; 
^  Which,  in  their  spirits  kindling  zealous  fire. 
Brave  thoughts  and  noble  deeaes  did  evermore  aspire. 

^  Such  were  great  Hercules,  and  Hyllus  deare:  27 

'    Trew  Jonathan,  and  David  trustie  tryde ; 
Stout  Theseus,  and  Pirithous  his  feare ; 
Pylades,  and  Orestes  by  his  syde ; 
My  Id  Titus,  and  Gesippus  without  pryde ; 
Pamon  and  Pythias,  whom  death  could  not  sever : 
All  these,  and  all  that  ever  had  bene  ^de 
In  bands  of  friendship,  there  did  live  for  ever ; 
Whose  lives  although  decay'd,  yet  loves  decayed  never. 

**  Which  whenas  I,  that  never  tasted  blis  28 

T^or  hapvy  howre,  beheld  with  gazefull  eye, 

I  thougnt  there  was  none  other  heaven  then  this ; 

And  gan  their  endlesse  happinesse  envye, 

That  being  free  from  feare  and  gealosye 

Might  frankely  there  their  loves  desire  possesse; 

Whilest  I,  through  pains  and  perlous  ieopardie. 

Was  forst  to  seeke  my  lifes  deare  patronesse :  [tresao. 

Much  dearer  be  the  things  which  come  through  hard  dis- 

•*  Yet  all  those  sights,  and  all  that  else  I  saw,  20 

Might  not  my  steps  withhold  but  that  forthright 

Unto  that  purposQ  place  I  did  me  draw. 

Whereas  my  love  was  lodged  d&j  and  night, 

The  temple  of  great  Venus,  that  is  hight 

The  queene  of  beautie,  and  of  love  the  mother, 

There  worshipped  of  everv  living  wight; 

Whose  goodiy  workmanship  farre  Bast  «illl  o^eT 

That  ever  were  on  earth,  all  were  tiiey  set  togeX^ict. 


Vfhctf  liUht  all  Eplkesus  d 
And  wliii'li  [ill  Asia  nought  wilh  vowea  pmnliBne. 
Ooe  ol'llii'  Korld'd  spven  ivondera  asyd  to  bee. 
Might  nmlcli  Hitli  Uiu  b,v  many  a  demvp; 
Nor  tLat.  nhicb  that  nin'o  kinv  of  lurie  fratnfd 
Widi  ondlpsse  cost  to  be  di' Almighties  Be« ; 
Kor  all.  that  else  through  all  the  world  is  DBmed 
To  all  the  heathen  gods,  tDight  like  to  this  be  cbuni 


Bat  thiTPin  sato  an  amiable  dame. 

That  Bveni'J  U.  he  of  vcir  nobfr  mnod. 

And  ill  biT  sciiiblant  Bhew'd  i;roal  n-oraanliaod: 

She  wuj'c,  mutii  li'to  uqIu  u  iJ.i4,:..i  L.,.^, 
Poudred  with  pcrle  aod  Btone ;  and  all  her  gowna 
Enwoven  was  with  gold,  that  rau^tht  full  low  admr 

"  On  either  side  of  her  two  young  men  stood. 
Both  alroniily  arni'd.  ns  foaring  one  another ; 
Yet  were  tjicy  bretlirt'o  both  of  halfe  the  blood. 
Begotten  by  Iwo  fathers  of  one  mother. 
Though  of  contrarie  natures  each  to  other: 
The  one  of  them  higlit  Love,  the  other  Hale  ;     ' 
Hate  iras  the  elder,  Love  the  younger  brother; 
Yet  was  the  youncer  stronger  in  his  etate 
Then  th'  elder,  and  him  maystred  still  in  all  debate. 


Albe  that  Hatred  was  thereto  fuil  lolh. 

And  tum'd  Iiis  face  aiiay,  as  he  did  stand. 

Unwilling  to  behold  that  lovely  band : 

Yet  she  was  of  anch  grace  and  vertuous  might. 

That  her  commaundment  he  could  not  withstand. 

But  bit  his  lip  for  felonooa  despighl, 

And  gnasht  his  yron  tuskes  at  tbkt  displeasing  eigLi 

"Concord  ahe  cloeped  was  in  common  reed. 
Mother  of  blessed  Peace  and  Friendship  Irew ; 
Tbey  both  her  twins,  both  borne  of  heavenly  seed. 
And  ahe  hcrselfe  likewise  divinely  grew ; 
Hie  which  right  well  her  workes  divine  did  shew ; 
For  Btrength  and  wealth  and  happineese  she  lends. 
And  Btrife  and  warre  and  anger  does  subdew  i 
Of  little  much,  of  foet  K\veinB.VetiifTeii^, 
Aad  to  afflicted  nuuda  «KVi\  t«A  uA  o^x  (e&?>^ 
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icr  the  heaven  u  in  hia  comae  contained,  85 

II  the  world  id  st&t«  umaoved  stands, 
ir  Ahnightie  Maker  finit  ordoioed, 
ountl  them  with  inriolable  bondB; 

ouid  the  wat«ra  overflow  the  lande, 

re  devoure  the  ayre,  and  hell  them  goighti 

at  she  holds  them  with  her  bleated  nuida. 

the  Dourae  of  pleasure  and  delight. 

Dto  Venua  grace  the  gate  doth  open  light. 

er  I  eotring  half  dismayed  was;  SO 

le  in  Beetle  wise  me  entertayneo, 

viit  herselfe  and  Lore  did  let  me  pB« ; 

atred  would  my  entrance  have  reetrayned. 

ith  hie  club  mo  (hreatned  to  have  brsyned, 

ot  the  lodie  with  her  powrefull  speooh 

rom  his  wicked  will  uneath  refrayned : 

i' other  eke  hia  malice  did  etnpeach, 

WB3  throughly  past  the  perill  of  his  reach. 

the  inmoat  temple  thua  I  came,  C7 

I  funiinc  all  with  frankenaence  I  found 

dours  rii^ing  from  the  altars  flame. 

an  bundrea  marble  pillom  round 

■of  up  high  Baa  reared  from  the  frround. 

ckt  with  eronnee,  and  chayues,  and  girlanda  gay, 

■jousand  pretioua  gifla  worth  manr  a  pound, 

hich  sad  lovers  for  their  vowes  did  pay ;  [May, 

ill  the  ground  was  strow'd  with  flowrea  aa  &eah  as 

lundrcd  altars  round  about  were  aet,  38 

ming  with  their  sacrifices  fire, 
rith  ihc  etemc  thereof  the  temple  awet, 
1  rould  in  clouds  to  heaven  did  aspire, 
n  them  bore  true  lovers  vowes  entire : 
ke  an  hundred  braaen  caudrona  briglit 
tb  in  ioy  and  amoroua  desire,  • 

of  which  waa  to  a  damzell  hight ; 
I  the  priests  were  damzels  in  aoll  linnen  dight. 

It  in  the  midst  the  goddesae  selfe  did  stand  39 

c  flubatance  was  uneath  to  underatandi 

either  pretious  etone,  nor  durefull  brasse, 

hiniQg  gold,  nor  mouldring  clay  it  was  ; 

lucb  more  rare  and  pretioua  to  esteeme, 

in  aspect,  and  like  to  christall  gUsie', 

lassc  yiBs  not,  if  one  did  rightly  deeme; 

teing  Sure  aaa  brickie,  likeat  glaisse  did  bbbqa 


"  Bnt  it  in  shRpe  and  besutie  did  exoe'll 

All  otber  iiWo^  H-Jiicli  ihe  henili'en  adore. 

Fanre  iJT^in^  that,  which  by  aurpnuBtDg  Hkill 

Hiidi^  lijij  ruake  ici  PapliOR  isle  of  jure. 

With  n-liii'l)  tliat  wrelcbed  Greeke,  tliat  life  f<yiian, 

Sid  foil  in  \ove :  yet  tijis  mucli  fairer  ehiiiMl, 

Bat  ctrt^pred  with  nalfinderveile  afore: 

And  bolli  hpr  feele  nnd  legs  topelher  twyned 

Were  witliaBDftkf,  whoso  head  and  tail  were  foatcui 

"  The  pause  irhy  she  was  covered  with  a  rele 
Was  hnrJ  li>  know,  for  that  hfr  prieata  the  same 
From  peoples  knowledge  labour'd  to  concvtp : 
Bat  sooth  it  was  no!  Bure  for  womanish  shame. 
Not  anv  bli-niish,  whieh  (he  worke  mote  blame; 
But  for  (Ihcy  sbtI  she  hnth  both  kinds  in  one. 
Both  Blnle  iind  feinale,  both  under  one  name : 
She  sjTc  anil  mother  ia  hcreelfe  alone. 
Begeta  and  eke  coDceires,  oe  needeth  other  nona. 

"  And  all  about  her  necke  and  shoulders  flew 
A  flocke  of  little  lores,  and  sports,  and  ioyes. 
With  nimble  wings  of  gold  aud  purple  hew  ; 
Whose  shapes  seem'd  not  like  to  lerreatriall  bojcs. 
But  like  to  atigels  playinc  heavenly  toyes ; 
The  whilest  their  eldest  brother  was  sway, 
Cupid  their  eldest  brother:  he  enioyes 
The  wide  kiogdomc  of  love  with  lordly  sway. 
And  to  his  law  compels  all  creaturei<  to  obay. 


Some  of  their  Iobbc.  some  of  their  loves  delay. 

Some  of  their  jirido.  some  paracons  disdaining. 

Some  fearing  fraud,  some  fraudulently  fayuing. 

As  every  one  had  cause  of  good  or  ill. 

Amongst  the  rest  some  one,  through  Loves  constray 

Tormented  sore,  could  not  conteine  it  still. 

But  thus  brake  forth,  that  all  the  temple  it  did  Gil ; 

"  'Great  Venus!  qaeene  of  beautie  and  of  grace. 
The  ioy  of  gods  and  men.  that  under  skie 
Soest  fayrcst  shine,  and  most  adome  thy  place ; 
That  witn  thy  smytiiig  loote  doest  paciKe 
Hie  raging  seas,  and  makst  the  stormes  to  flic ; 
Thee,  goddesse,  thee  the  winds,  the  clouds  doe  feare 
And,  when  thou  apredft  thy  mantle  forth  on  hie. 
He  waters  play,  and  p\et*MA\viA»  t^v^'ts- 
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en  doth  the  dndole  eaitii  throw  forth  to  thee 
if  hor  fruitful!  lap  abouadaal  flowrea ; 
lien  all  living  wights,  toone  m  they  see 
pring  breake  forth  out  of  his  lusty  bowies, 
all  doe  lesrae  to  play  the  poromours: 


len  doe  the  ealvage  beMta  bei^  to  pl^  AS 

plenMinl  friflkea,  and  loath  their  wonted  food; 
f  ons  rore ;  the  trgers  loudly  bray ; 
atpng  bills  rebellow  through  the  wood, 
treaking  forth  dare  tempt  the  deepest  flood 
me  where  thou  doest  draw  them  with  desirei 
thingi  else,  that  nouriih  vitall  blood, 
^  as  with  fury  thou  doest  them  iuapire, 
aeration  seeke  to  quench  their  inwud  fire. 

all  the  world  by  thee  at  firat  was  made,  17 

lavly  yet  thou  doest  the  iame  repayre : 

ight  OQ  earlb  tliat  merry  is  and  ^lad, 

itcht  on  earth  that  lovely  ia  aud  (ayre, 

lou  the  same  fur  pleasure  didat  prepayre: 

art  tlie  root  01"  all  that  ioyoua  ia : 

god  of  men  and  women,  quecne  of  th'  i^rc, 

;r  of  laughe«r,  and  wel-spnng  of  blbse, 

unt  that  of  my  love  at  last  I  may  not  mlsae  1* 

lid  he  say:  bnt  I  with  mnrmure  soft,  dS 

lone  might  heare  the  sorrow  of  mj  hart, 

ily  grOQing  dcepe  and  sighing  ott, 

gilt  her  to  graunt  ease  unlo  my  smart, 

o  my  wouud  her  gracious  help  impart. 

at  thus  I  spake,  buhold !  with  bappj  eye 

le  where  at  the  idolua  feet  apart 

ie  of  fayre  damiels  close  didi  lye, 

ing  whenas  the  anthome  should  be  sung  on  hye. 

first  of  them  did  seeme  of  ryper  years*  4S 

raver  countennnce  then  all  the  rest ; 

t  the  rest  were  eke  her  equall  pearea, 

Qto  lier  ohiivfd  all  the  best : 

ame  was  Womanhood;  that  she  exprest 

r  sad  semblant  aud  demeanure  wysej 

edfast  still  her  eyes  did  fixed  rest, 

r'd  at  raadon,  after  gazers  guyse, 

luring  baytea  oilunes  doe  heedlesaeUsite  «nii««- 

L  L 
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"  And  nrst  to  lier  »at«  goodly  ShunefoMnoi 
Ne  ever  durst  her  vyea  from  ground  lipiXiMit 
Se  eT«r  onco  did  looke  up  from  her  d«aBc, 
As  if  some  blame  of  rrill  she  did  fesre. 
l^t  in  bcr  cliecLes  made  roses  oft  appe«i« : 
And  Iier  a^inst  sireH  Clieerfulaceae  iraa  placed. 
Whose  eyes,  like  twinklins  star*  iu  evening  Ag^n 
Were  dci'kt  wilh  snivle*  tliat  tUl  sad  humors  chuc 
And  darted  forth  deligbts  the  nhich  her  goodly  & 

'And  neSt  to  lier  sate  sober  Modestip, 
Holding  her  huod  upon  her  gentle  hart; 
And  irr  :iEiiinst  sole  comely  Curtesie. 
That  iiiilii  every  person  knew  her  part; 
And  hir  bfl'fre  was  seated  overthwnrt 
Soft  Silenr,'.  anj  Bubmi&se  Obedience, 
Bothlii]L-kl  I  needier  never  to  diBpart; 
Both  (,'Ltr^  iif  C.;>d  not  EOtt«n  but  from  thenpo; 
Both  girlijnds  kif  his  saints  against  their  foes  ofien 

"  ThuB  gate  Ihev  all  around  in  seemelv  rate: 

And  in  the  miilst  nf  them  a  goodly  mayd 

(Even  in  the  lap  of  womanliood)  (liere  sal«. 

The  whieh  was  all  in  lilly  w  hite  ara,rd, 

With  eiivcr  streames  amongst  the  linnen  straydi 

Like  to  the  Alorue,  nhen  first  hersliynins  fac« 

Hath  to  the  gloomy  world  itself  bewray 'a  : 

That  same  was  fayrpst  Ami  ret  in  place, 

Sbyiiing  with  beauties  light  and  heavenly  vertues  j 

"  Whome  soone  as  I  beheld,  my  hart  pan  throb 
And  wade  in  doubt  n  bat  best  were  (o  be  donne  t 
For  sacrilege  me  secm'd  Ihe  chiireh  to  rob ; 
And  folly  seem'd  to  leave  (he  thing  undonne. 
With  which  so  strong  attempt  I  had  hegonne. 
Tho,  shaking  off  all  doubt  nnd  ehamefast  fe&re. 
Which  ladies  love  I  heard  liad  never  wonno 
MoDgst  men  of  worth,  I  to  her  stepped  neare. 
And  by  the  lilly  hand  her  labour'd  up  to  reare. 

"  Thereat  that  fomiost  malrone  nie  did  blame. 
And  sharpe  rebuke  for  being  overbold ; 
Saying  it  was  to  knight  unseemely  ehame, 
Upon  a  r^cluae  virpin  to  lay  hold, 
That  unto  Venus  services  w  as  sold. 
To  whom  I  thus ;  Kay,  but  it  fitteth  best 
For  Cupids  man  with  Venus  mayd  to  holdi 
For  ill  jour  goddeaae  aers^cea  mb  insH. 
Bj  T*iya,  ud  hat  um&£«&\«t  W  tqA. 
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bh  that  my  shield  I  forth  to  her  did  show,  §5 

h  all  that  while  I  closelj^  had  conceld; 
hich  when  Cupid  with  his  killing  bow 
:ruell  shafts  emblazon  d  she  beheld, 
fht  thereof  she  was  with  terror  queld, 
said  no  more :  but  I,  which  all  that  while 
)ledge  of  faith  her  hand  engaged  held, 
warie  hynd  within  the  weedie  soyle,) 
10  intreatie  would  forgoe  so  glorious  spoyle. 

1  evermore  upon  the  goddesse  face  56 

eye  was  fixt,  for  feare  of  her  offence; 
m  when  I  saw  with  amiable  grace 
ugh  on  me,  and  favour  my  pretence, 
I  cmboldned  vinth  more  confidence ; 
nought  for  nicenesse  no  for  envy  sparing, 
esence  of  them  all  forth  led  her  thence, 
)okiDg  on,  and  like  astonisht  staring, 

0  lay  nand  on  her  not  one  of  all  them  daring. 

often  prayd,  and  often  me  besought,  57 

time  with  tender  teares  to  let  her  goe, 
time  with  witching  amyles :  but  yet,  for  nought 
ever  she  to  me  could  say  or  doe, 

1  she  her  wished  freedome  fro  me  wooe ; 
brtli  I  led  her  through  the  temple  gate, 
hich  I  hardly  past  with  much  adoe : 
hat  same  ladie,  which  me  friended  late 
trance,  did  me  also  friend  in  my  retreate. 

lesse  did  Daunger  threaten  me  with  dread,  68 

las  he  saw  me,  mausrre  all  his  powTC, 
gli>riou8  spoyle  of  Beautie  with  me  lead, 
Cerberus,  when  Orpheus  did  recoure 
:'man  from  the  Stvgian  princes  boure. 
vermore  my  shield  did  me  defend 
i8t  the  storme  of  every  dreadfuU  stoure : 
safely  with  my  love  I  thence  did  wend." 
ided  he  is  tale ;  where  I  this  canto  end. 
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Wliov  Tlinirei  dolb  the  Medoa^  mdiL 
And  fnsli  ttw  ma-eoda  alL 


Left  a  fn>Te  iBdie  Isnguisliing  in  pajTieT 

Now  wtll  away!  tliat  I  have  doen  such  wrong, 

To  let  faire  Fiorimell  in  bands  rema.vnp. 

In  bands  of  lore,  and  in  and  iLraldomes  I'lta^rD^; 

IVon)  which  unlfiM*  some  hpavenlr  power  ber£ree 

By  miracle,  not  yet  appeariait  plajne. 

She  lenger  jet  is  lilie  eaptiv'd  lo  bee ; 

That  even  to  tbinfce  iLorcof  it  inly  piities  mec 

Here  oeede  yon  to  remember,  how  erewhile 

Unlovely  Proteus,  missing  to  bis  mind 
That  virgins  love  to  win  by  wit  or  wile. 
Her  threw  into  a  donneon  deciie  and  blind. 
And  there  in  cbavnes  ner  cruelly  bid  bind. 
In  hope  thereby  her  to  his  bent  to  draw : 
For,  whenas  neither  gifts  nor  graces  kind 
Her  constant  mind  could  move  at  all  he  saw, 
Ee  thought  her  to  compel!  by  crueltie  and  awe. 

Deepe  in  the  bottoms  of  an  huge  great  rocke 
The  dongoon  was,  in  which  her  bound  he  left. 
That  neither  yron  barren,  nor  brasen  locke. 
Did  neede  to  Rsrd  frotii  force  or  Becrct  iheft 
Of  all  her  lovers  nhich  would  her  have  reft: 
For  wall'd  it  was  with  wavca,  w  hifh  raji'd  and  ror'i 
As  they  the  cliffe  in  pecces  would  have  deft; 
Besidee.  ten  ihousand  monsters  foute  abhor'd 
Did  waite  about  it,  gaping  (tricBly,  all  be^r'd. 


o  the  baleful!  house  of  lowest  hell, 
In  which  old  Sti  l  her  aged  bones  alway 
(Old  Stvj  the  (rrandame  of  the  pods)  doth  lay. 
lliere  did  this  lucblessc  mayd  )ieren  montha  abide. 
He  ever  evening  saw,  ne  mominea  ray. 
He  e*er  from  the  day  V\\e  ti\sV\.  ie»ctvft». 
Dot  thouBht  it  an  oue  niftla,  "CbiX  S^i  v>a  V(wi*»  d 
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this  waa  for  love  of  Marinell, 

!r  de.ipynd  (ah !  who  n-ould  her  despjMl) 

'mens  luve  did  from  his  hart  eip^il, 

tho^e  io^es  that  n'eake  iDaakiad  eatyte, 
ae  his  pride  full  dearely  he  did  pryie; 
I  n-oraans  hand  it  was  ywroke, 

the  nouod  he  yet  in  languor  lyei, 

be  cured  of  that  cruel]  stroke 

Britomart  him  gare,  when  ho  did  hor  proroke. 

re  and  neare  the  nj'mph  his  mother  sought, 

my  aalrea  did  to  hii  sore  applie, 

my  herbes  did  use:  bat  wheuas  nought 

r  could  ease  his  muktinf;  malodte  ; 

to  Tryplion  she  for  helpe  did  hie, 

rypboD  19  the  sea-goda  aurgeoa  hight,] 

slic  besought  to  find  aome  remedie : 

'  bia  paincx  a  Hhistle  him  bebiKht, 

a  fishes  sbeil  was  wrought  witn  rare  delight. 

that  leach  did  hearke  to  her  request. 


o  healthrull  state  agaioe ; 
h  he  long  tirne  after  did  reniaioe 
'itli  the  nynipb  bis  mother,  like  her  thrall; 
ire  Bsniast  his  will  did  him  rctaioe, 
re  01  perill  nbioh  to  him  mote  fall 
fa  bis  too  ventrous  prowciae  prored  over  all. 

n'd  then,  a  solemn  feast  ivaa  there 
he  soa-gods  and  their  fruitfuU  seede, 
lur  of  (lie  apoiisalla  which  theD  were 
.  the  Jlednay  ond  the  Thames  agreed, 
kd  the  Thames  taa  we  iu  records  reed) 
that  day  her  wooed  to  his  bed ; 
proud  nymph  would  for  no  worldly  meed, 
ontreatie,  to  bis  lore  hn  led ; 
i  at  laat  relenting  abe  to  him  was  wed. 

ncrccd  that  Ibis  their  bridale  feast 
fur  the  gods  in  Proteus  house  be  made; 
'b  they  all  rcpsyr'd.  both  most  and  least, 
which  ill  the  migbtie  ocean  trade, 
in  rivers  sgiim.  or  brookes  doe  wadei 
;h,  not  if  an  hundred  tongues  to  tell, 
odred  moutdes,  and  voice  of  br&8&Bl\ia&, 
Vesso  niemorie  that  moto  excell, 
JM  tbey  came  could  I  recount  tlieia  ■n<SL 
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Help?  therefoTP.  O  thou  nacred  Jmpe  of  L 

The  coiiTsling  of  dame  Memorie  his  dcare.    , 

To  whom  those  rolles.  lajrd  up  in  besLTra  m 

And  record*  of  snliqiiilie  sppeare, 

To  wLirh  do  wit  of  man  mar  comeo  u^Hn;; 

HelpD  rtif  to  tell  tho  naiDCS  of  all  thos«-  floada 

And  all  those  nymphes.  which  then  aA»eiiibIeal  we 

To  that  greit  banquet  of  ihe  watrv  (rod*. 

And  all  their  itmdrj  kisd^  and  all  tLcir  bid  abodi 

I^t  come  frreat  Neptune,  with  bis  iLree-foriit  nu 

lliat  rules  the  seas  and  makpii  them  ri?«  or  fall. 

His  detry  liickea  did  drop  with  brine  apa«e 

tJnder  liis  diademe  iirperiall : 

And  by  his  side  hU  queene  with  coronaU, 

Faire  Amphitrite,  most  diTinelf  faire, 

"WhoRe  jTorie  sboulderB  weren  cOTCred  all. 

As  with  a  robe,  with  bcr  ownc  pilver  hairs. 

And  deekt  with  pearles  which  lb'  Indian  sens  for 

These  marched  farre  afore  the  olber  crew : 

And  all  the  way  before  Ihem,  as  they  wont, 

Triton  his  tromiiet  shrill  before  them  blew, 

For  coo<l!y  triumph  and  great  iollyment. 

That  made  the  roekes  to  roare  as  they  were  rent. 

And  after  them  the  royall  issue  came, 

^\'hich  of  them  sprunp  by  lincall  descent : 

First  the  sea-goda.  w  hich'  to  themselves  doe  clame 

The  ponTe  to  rule  the  billowee,  and  thewaves  to  t« 

Phorcys.  the  father  of  that  fatall  brood, 

By  wliom  those  old  heroes  wonne  such  fame ; 

And  Glaucns,  that  wise  soulhsayps  understood; 

And  traKicke  Inoes  sonnc,  the  which  became 

A  god  of  seas  through  his  mad  mothers  blame, 

Now  hiebt  Palcmon,  and  is  saylerB  frend; 

Great  Brontes ;  and  Astrieus,  that  did  shame 

Himselfc  with  incest  of  his  kin  unkend ; 

Ajid  huge  Orion,  that  doth  tempeslB  still  portend  ; 

ITie  rieh  Cteatua ;  and  Enryttis  long; 
Nelens  and  Pelias,  lovely  brethren  both  j 
Mightie  Chrvsaor;  and  Caicus  strong; 
Eurrpulus.  that  calnies  the  waters  nrothj 
And  (aire  Enpheemns,  that  upon  (hem  go'th, 
Aa  on  the  ground,  without  dismay  or  dreadj 
Fierce  Eryi  5  and  Alebins.  t\a.i.  V.oo'sWv 
Hie  waters  depth,  and  do\\\  tWw  Xm^tome  'n«&.\ 
jlnd  ud  AaopuB,  cornels  ■w\^ii.\ia\io<aMi^«»4- 
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_rhere  also  somo  most  famous  founrlers  were  15 

')f  puissant  nations,  wliich  the  world  possest, 
STet  sonnes  of  Neptune,  now  assembled  here : 

Lcientr  O^yges,  even  th' auncientest; 
^Lnd  Inachus  renowmd  above  the  rest; 
^     Phoenix;  and  Aon;  and  Pelasgus  old ; 
P.^Ghreat  Belus ;  Phoeax ;  and  Affenor  best ; 
'^'lAnd  mightie  Albion,  father  of  the  bold 

And  warlike  people  which  the  Britaine  Islands  hold : 

3For  Albion  the  sonne  of  Neptune  was;  16 

p^  Who,  for  the  proofe  of  his  great  puissance, 

■^    Out  of  his  Albion  did  on  dry-foot  pas 
Into  old  Gall,  that  now  is  cleeped  France, 
To  fight  with  Hercules,  that  end  advance 
To  vanquish  all  the  world  with  matchlesse  mighte; 
And  there  his  mortall  part  b^  great  mischance 
Was  slaine ;  but  that  which  is  th'  immortall  spright 
lives  still,  and  to  this,  feast  with  Neptunes  seed  was  dight. 


£ 


Bat  what  do  I  their  names  seeke  to  reherse,  17 

Which  all  the  world  have  with  their  issue  fildP 

How  can  they  all  in  this  so  narrow  verse 

Contayned  be,  and  in  small  compasse  hildP 

Let  tliem  record  them  that  are  better  skild, 

And  know  the  moniments  of  passed  ase: 

Onely  what  needeth  shall  be  here  fulflld, 

T'  exprcsse  some  part  of  tliat  great  equipage 

Which  from  great  Neptune  do  derive  their  parentage. 

Next  came  the  aged  Ocean  and  his  dame  18 

Old  Tethys,  th' oldest  two  of  all  the  rest; 

For  all  the  rest  of  those  two  parents  came. 

Which  afterward  both  sea  and  land  possest ; 

Of  all  which  Nereus,  th'  eldest  and  tie  best. 

Did  first  proceed;  then  which  none  more  upright, 

Ne  more  sincere  in  word  and  deed  profest; 

Most  voide  of  guile,  most  free  from  fowle  despight. 

Doing  himsolfc  and  teaching  others  to  doe  right: 

Thereto  he  was  expert  in  prophecies,  19 

And  could  the  ledden  of  tne  gods  unfold ; 

Through  which,  when  Paris  brought  his  famous  prise, 

The  faire  Tindarid  lasse,  he  him  foretold 

That  her  all  Greece  with  many  a  champion  bold 

Should  fetch  a^aine,  and  finally  destroy 

Proud  Priams  towne ;  so  wise  is  Nereua  oVd, 

And  so  well  skild;  nath Jesse  ho  takes  great  \oy 

O/t-timeB  amoDgat  the  wanton  nympba  to  ftpott  «JcA  ^oi . 
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Ami  after  hjm  tlie  fumfnB  rivets  c&mc, 

Wbicli  d.'>e  the  earth  pitricb  Bud  beautifie' 

The  fertile  Jlile,  whioh  crealurM  new  doth  _ 

LoiJK  ShodanuB.  whoie  sourse  springs  Croat' 

Faire  later,  tlon  iiig  from  the  mouDtaiops  hT 

DlTiDe  Scamnniier.  purpled  yet  B-ith  blood 

Of  Greeks  aud  Troians.  which  Ihereia  did  die; 

Fartolus  ^listHog  vitb  his  golden  flood ; 

And  T^gna  fierce,  whoee  a  treames  of  noae  may  be  wil 

Great  Ganges;  and  tmmortall  Edphrateai 
Deeiw  Indus;  aad  Mteander  intrieate; 
Slow  Peneus;  and  tempestuous  Phasidea; 
SwUt  Rhene;  and  Alpheu»  still  immaeiUirte; 
Ooraies,  feared  for  great  Cyrus  fate; 
Tybris,  renownied  for  tbe  Ifoniainea  fame; 
Bich  Oranochy.  though  but  knonen  late; 
And  that  liuae  rirer.  n hiih  doth.  b<?are  his  nain« 
■   Of  warhke  Aiuaiona  whicli  doe  possesse  the  EUne. 

loy  on  (hose  warlike  women,  which  so  lonu 
Can  from  all  meu  bo  rirh  a  kinfcdome  hold  ! 
And  shame  on  jou,  0  men,  which  boast  your  rtron 
And  valiant  hearts,  in  ilioughts  lesse  hard  and  bole 
Yet  quelle  in  conquest  of  that  land  of  (rold! 
But  Uiis  to  jou,  O  Britons  most  pertaines. 
To  whom  the  right  hereof  ilselfchalii  sold ; 
The  which,  for  uparinf  litle  cost  or  paines, 
LooBe  so  immortall  glory,  and  bo  endlesae  gainea. 

Then  was  there  heard  a  most  celestiall  sound 
Of  daintv  musickc,  which  did  next  ensew 
Before  the  spoune :  that  was  Arion  crownd ; 
Who,  piayiiitt  on  his  hurpe.  unto  him  drvw 
The  eares  and  hearts  of  all  that  goodly  erew; 
That  even  yet  the  dolphin,  which  him  bore 
Through  the  Xg6ai>  seas  froni  pirates  vew. 
Stood  still  by  bim  aetonisht  at  his  lore. 
And  all  the  raginfc  seas  for  ioy  forgot  to  rorc. 


Soone  after  whom  the  lovelv  brideirroome  came. 
The  noble  Tbamea.  with  all'  hie  goodly  trainc. 
But  him  before  there  went,  as  best  became. 
Hia  auucicnt  parents,  namely  Ih'auneient  Thame; 
But  much  more  a(;ed  was  his  wife  then  h<>. 
The  Ouze,  whom  men  doe  Ia\s  nfthtlx  iiame  ■, 
Full  weake  and  ciooVeA  cretoaTe  »e«mtii  »W. 
And  ftlmortt^ndttirmn^  <s\4,\JMlw»ice'Qet  -s^i 
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)  on  either  side  she  was  BOBtained  25 

aal  grooms,  which  by  their  names  were  hight 

ne  and  Charwell,  two  small  streames,  which  pained 

es  her  footing  to  direct  aright, 

yled  oft  through  faint  and  feeble  plight : 

ne  was  stronger,  and  of  better  stay ; 

'd  full  aged  by  his  outward  sight, 

id  all  hoary,  and  his  beard  all  gray, 

^ith  silver  drops  that  trickled  downe  alway: 

be  somewhat  seem'd  to  stoune  afore  26 

red  backe,  by  reason  of  the  lode 
!ient  heavy  burden  which  he  bore 
lire  city,  wherein  make  abode 
learned  impes,  that  shoote  abrode, 
their  braunches  spred  all  Britany, 
heu  do  her  elder  sisters  broode. 
u  both,  ye  double  nourserv 
but,  Oxtord,  thine  doth  Thame  most  glorify. 

leir  Sonne  full  fresh  and  iolly  was,  27 

d  in  a  robe  of  watchet  hew, 
the  waves,  glittering  like  cbristall  glas, 
igly  en  woven  were,  that  few 
enea  whether  they  were  false  or  trew: 
is  head  like  to  a  coronet 
that  seemed  strange  to  common  vew, 
were  many  towres  and  castels  set, 
Lcompast  round  as  with  a  golden  fret. 

le  mother  of  the  gods,  they  say,  23 

?at  iron  charet  wonts  to  ride, 

loves  pallace  she  doth  take  her  way, 

1^,  arayd  with  pompous  pride, 

a  diademe  embattild  wide 

dred  turret^f,  like  a  turribant. 

I  an  one  was  Thamis  beautifide; 

to  weet  the  famous  Troynoyant, 

her  kiugdomes  throne  is  chiefly  resiant. 

i  about  him  many  a  pretty  page  23 

duely,  ready  to  obay; 

ivers  which  owe  vassallage 

3  to  their  lord,  and  tribute  pay: 

ky  Kenet ;  and  the  Thetis  gray; 

;h  Cole ;  and  the  soft-sliding  Breano; 

3n  Lee,  t)iat  oft  doth  loose  his  way ; 

■UJ  Darent,  ia  whose  waters  cleane 

ad  Bahea  play  and  decke  hiB  plea&ant  i\xe«XDLQ« 
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came  his  npuilibourflouds  which  ni^h  him  dvA 
THter  nl)  tho  English  soil'" throuahout ; 
nil  OD  Lira  this  day  fttleniiial  well, 
icilh  meet  flcrvice  waited  him  about; 
)ne  disdained  low  to  him  to  lout : 
jt  llie  stslfly  Seveme  prutlg'd  at  all, 
h  storniint!  Humlwr,  though  ho  looked  stoatt 
Jt  holh  hini  liouor'd  aa  tlieir  principaJI, 
lid  let  their  swelling  waters  lon~  before  liim  falL 

speedy  Tmnsr.  which  divides 
^e  Cornish  and  the  Devonish  eonlioes; 
Iroitghboth  whose  borders  swiftly  doini«  it  f^de% 
liJ,  meeting  Pliiii,  to  Plimmoulh  thence  declin"" 
|d  Dart,  aich  cliorkt  wilh  sand*  of  tinny  n  " 

loud  of  his  11. 


|at  doth  his  course  through  Blaadford  plains  dirMb  C 
wnelielh  Winhomo  meadps  in  season  drje. 
?nt  ■Wylibourne  wilh  passatre  slye, 
'nth  take. 
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ler  him  the  fatall  Welland  went,  35 

old  sawes  prove  true  (which  Grod  forbid !) 
rowne  all  Holland  with  his  excrement, 
all  see  Stamford,  thoa^h  now  homely  hid, 
bine  in  learning  more  than  ever  did 
dge  or  Oxford,  Englands  goodly  beames. 
xt  to  him  the  Nene  downe  softly  slid ; 
unteous  Trent,  that  in  himselfe  enseames 
lirty  sorts  of  fish  and  thirty  sundiy  streames. 

lese  came  l^ne,  along  whose  stony  bancke  30 

omaine  monarch  built  a  brasen  wall, 

mote  the  feebled  Britons  strongly  fiancka 

t  the  Picts  that  swarmed  over  all, 

yet  thereof  Gualsever  they  doe  call : 

rede,  the  limit  betwixt  Logris  land 

bany:  and  Eden,  though  but  small, 

en  stainde  with  bloud  of  many  a  band 

Ai  and  English  both,  that  tyned  on  his  strand. 

ime  those  sixe  sad  brethren,  like  forlorne,  3/ 

liilomo  were,  as  antique  fathers  tell, 

Hant  kni^jhts  of  one  fairo  nymphe  yborne, 

did  in  noble  deedes  of  armes  excell, 

mned  there  where  now  Yorke  people  dwell: 

•e,  swift  Werfe.  and  Oze  the  most  of  might, 

wale,  unauiet  Nide,  and  troublous  Skell ; 

>m  a  Scytliian  kin^,  that  Ilumber  hight, 

uelly,  and  in  the  nver  drowned  quite : 

t  not  long,  ere  Brutus  warlicke  sonne  33 

.9  them  aveng'd,  and  the  same  date, 

the  proud  Ilumber  unto  them  had  donne, 

ill  dome  repayd  on  his  owne  pate : 

;he  selfe  same  river,  where  he  late 

enchod  them,  he  drowned  him  againe; 

m'd  the  river  of  his  wretched  fate ; 

bad  condition  yet  it  doth  retaine, 

led  with  his  s tonnes  which  therein  still  remaine. 

fker  came  the  stony  shallow  Lone,  3d 

old  Lon caster  his  name  doth  lend ; 
lowing  Dee,  which  Britons  long  ycono 
[  divine,  that  doth  by  Chester  tend ; 
nway,  which  out  of  his  streame  doth  send 
^f  pearles  to  decke  his  dames  withall ; 
ndus,  that  his  pikes  doth  most  coxnmeii^, 
b  the  auncient  Lincolne  men  doe  caW*. 
i  together  marched  toward  Prole\i&  WiL 
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Ke  tlence  lie  Iriphe  ri?ctB  absent  were : 

Sitli  DO  k'ssE  famous  thoo  th(>  Tvat  tiiey  bee. 

And  ioTne  in  neigh bourliood  of  kincidome  uer^ 

"Vi'hv  auould  they  not  likewise  in  love  a^ree, 

AnJ  wy  likewise  this  Bolemne  day  to  see? 

!nief  taw  it  ill,  and  preseot  were  in  place: 

Though  I  them  all,  acixirdini  their  detirw, 

Cannot  recount,  nor  tell  their  hidden  nice, 

Kow  read  the  talrage  ccuntriea  thoroush  which  tb(7  pan 

miere  was  the  Li^-  rolling  downe  the  lea;  4 

The  Sandy  Siflno;  the  atony  Aubriouj 

Hie  gpacioas  Shenan  spreading  like  a  aes ; 

The  pleasant  Boyne ;  the  fishy  fruitfull  Ban ; 

Sirin  Awijiduff,  which  of  the  EucUhIi  man 

Is  cal'de  Blacke-water ;  and  the  LiOiir  deep; 

Sad  Trowis,  that  once  his  people  over-ran ; 

Stronff  Alio  toniblini;  from  Sleitlngher  steep; 

And  MuUa  mine,  whose  waves  I  nhilora  laught  to  we*p. 

And  there  the  three  renowmed  brethren  were^  t 

Which  that  great  grant  Blomius  begot 

Of  the  faire  nimph  JRhetisa  wandring  there: 

Ooe  dav,  as  she  to  shunne  the  wason  whot 

Under  slewboome  in  shadv  grove  wa»  got, 

This  gyant  found  her  and  by  force  deflowr'd ; 

'\\' hereof  conceiving,  she  in  time  forth  brought 

These  three  ftiire  sons,  which  thenceforth  powrd 

In  Uiree  great  riven  ran,  and  many  eouDtreii  scowrd. 

The  first  the  gentle  Sbiiie  that,  making  way  t 

By  sweet  Clonmell,  adomes  rich  Waterford ; 

The  ncTt.  the  stubbome  Newre,  whose  waters  gray 

By  fair  Kilkenny  and  Eosaeponte  boord  ; 

The  third,  the  goodly  Barow,  which  doth  boor 

Great  heaps  of  salmons  in  his  deepe  bos6me: 

All  which,  long  aundrcd.  doe  at  last  aceord 

To  ioyne  in  one,  ere  to  the  sea  they  cume ; 

So,  flowing  all  from  one,  all  one  at  last  become. 

There  also  was  the  wide  embayed  Mayre ;  4: 

The  pleasaunt  Bandon  crownd  with  many  a  wood ; 

The  spreading  Lee  that,  hke  an  island  fayre, 

Dncloaeih  Corke  with  his  divided  flood; 

And  balefull  Oure  late  staind  with  English  blood: 

\^'ith  many  more  whose  names  no  lotigue  can  teU. 

All  which  that  iay  m  otirc  accmX^  ?,<kA 

Did  OB  the  Tliwnea  at\eii4,wii-«B.««4'»!«^ 

'^o  doe  their  dneM  mttwsb.  m  ^  \iicm\*se\S- 
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Then  came  the  bride,  the  loTeljr  ICedua  oame^  45 

Clad  in  a  vesture  of  unknowen  geare 

And  uncouth  fashion,  yefher  well  became, 

That  seem'd  like  silver  sprinckled  here  and  theare 

With  glittering  spangs  that  did  like  starres  appeare. 

And  wav*d  upon,  like  water  charaelot. 

To  hide  the  metall,  which  yet  every  where 

Bewrayed  itselfe,  to  let  men  plainely  wot 

It  was  no  mortall  worke,  that  seem  d  and  yet  was  not. 

Her  goodly  lockes  adowne  her  backe  did  flow  43 

Unto  her  waste,  with  flowres  bescattered. 

The  which  ambrosiall  odours  forth  did  throw 

To  all  about,  and  all  her  shoulders  spred 

As  a  new  spring ;  and  likewise  on  her  hed 

A  chapelet  of  sundry  flowers  she  wore. 

From  under  which  the  deawy  humoor  shed 

Did  tricle  downe  her  haire,  like  to  the  hore 

Ck>ngealed  litle  drops  which  doe  the  mome  adore. 

On  her  two  pretty  handmaides  did  attend,  47 

One  cald  the  Theise,  the  otber  called  the  Crane; 

Which  on  her  waited  things  amisse  to  mend. 

And  both  behind  upheld  her  spredding  traine ; 

Under  the  which  her  feet  appeared  plaine. 

Her  silver  feet,  faire  washt  against  uiis  day; 

And  her  before  there  pac«d  pacres  twaine, 

Both  clad  in  colours  like  and  like  arra^. 

The  Donne  and  eke  the  Frith,  both  which  prepared  her  way. 

And  afler  these  the  sea-nymphs  marched  all,  48 

All  goodly  damzels,  deckt  with  long  greene  haire. 

Whom  of  their  sire  Nereides  men  call, 

All  which  the  Oceans  daughter  to  him  bare. 

The  gray-eyede  Doris ;  all  which  fifty  are; 

All  which  she  there  on  her  attending  had : 

Swift  Proto;  milde  Eucrat^ ;  Thetis  faire; 

Soft  Spio ;  sweete  Endor^ ;  Sao  sad ; 

Light  Doto;  wanton  Glauc^;  and  Galen^  glad; 

White-hand  Eunica :  proud  P3mamen^ ;  49 

loyous  Thalia;  goodly  Amphitrite ; 
Lovely  Pasithee ;  kinde  Eulimene ; 
Li^ht-foote  Cymothoe;  and  sweete  Melitb; 
Fairest  Pherusa ;  Phao  lilly  white ; 
Wondred  Agav^ ;  Poris ;  and  Nessea; 
With  Erato  that  doth  in  Jove  delite ; 
And FanopsB;  and  wise  Protomedsa, 
And  anowy-neckd  Doria ;  and  milke-wlute  G«Xa.VXi®8^\ 
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Speedj-  HippotboS ;  and  cbn«te  Adca  j 
Lerge  LiBiaijasRa ;  and  Proosa  eoge ; 
Eiiagort;  and  liiilit  Pontoporea ;  ■ 
'  And,  she  ibst  nitli  hi^r  leasl  vord  can  assirage 
The  nnrging  aeas  it  hen  the.v  do  aorest  rage, 
Cymodw^i  and  stout  AutoDOO; 
And  Neso ;  and  Eioob  veM  in  age ; 
And  Beaming  still  to  smile  Gtaui;«Dom&  ■ 
And,  ahe  that  Higbt  of  many  heaates,  Polymotnti ; 

Fresih  Alimeda  deckt  with  (nrlond  Kreeue) 
Hyponco  with  salt-bedewed  wreels; 
Laomedia  like  the  chrystall  efaerne: 

Lini^iiro  imiili  iirnisd  for  wise  beht^ts; 
Ai.i  l-.i.i.    .       ;  'i.'r  brode  snowy  breolai 
Oi  .1  TbeniiBlfciW; 

Ai'  '■ii"ea  »nd  vice  detests, 

And  Nemertea  learned  well  to  rule  her  lust. 

All  these  Ihe  dangblere  of  old  Nereus  were, 
^\'hich  have  the  eea  in  cbarRe  to  them  assinde. 
To  rule  bis  tides,  and  surges  to  uprere. 
To  britifl;  forth  stormes,  or  fast  lliem  to  upbinde. 
And  aailera  save  from  wrectes  of  wralbfuil  nindc 
And  vet  besides,  three  Ibousand  more  there  were 
Of  tb"  Oceans  secde,  but  loves  and  Phoebus  kindi 
The  wbieb  in  floods  and  fountainoa  doe  sppcre. 
And  all  Diaukindc  do  nourish  with  their  waters  c 

The  which,  more  eath  it  were  for  mortall  wight 
To  sell  the  sands,  or  eouot  the  etarrea  on  hye. 
Or  ought  more  hard,  then  thiuke  to  reckon  right 
But  well  I  wote  that  these,  which  I  descry, 
Were  present  at  this  great  solemnity : 
And  there,  amoupit  liie  rest,  the  mother  was 
Of  luckelesse  JIarinell,  Cyniodo(fe; 
Which,  for  my  muse  hersilfe  now  lyred  has, 
T'nto  an  other  canto  I  will  overpas. 


O  WHAT  an  eDdleese  worlie  hara  I  in  hand, 

To  count  the  scbb  abundant  progenj, 

Whose  fruitfull  eeede  tarre  pasBeth  tboae  in  land. 

And  alao  tbose  which  wonne  in  tfc'  asure  aly ! 

For  much  more  eatli  to  tell  the  Btarres  on  by, 

Albe  they  endlesse  geeme  in  catimation. 

Then  to  recount  the  seas  posterilj;; 

So  fertile  bo  the  flouda  in  generation, 

So  huge  their  ntunbers,  and  so  numberlesse  their  nation. 

Therefore  the  antique  niaards  well  invented 

That  Venua  of  tbe  fomy  aca  was  bred ; 

For  that  the  Beae  by  bcr  are  moat  augmented. 

Witneaao  Ih'  exceeding  fry  which  there  are  fed. 

And  nondroua  ehojes  which  may  of  none  bo  red. 

Then  blame  me  not  if  I  have  err'd  in  count 

Of  gods,  of  nymphs,  of  rivera,  yet  unred : 

For  though  their  uurabera  do  much  more  surmount, 

"Jfct  alt  those  same  were  there  wiiich  erst  I  did  recount. 

All  those  were  there,  and  many  other  more. 
Whose  names  and  nations  were  too  long  to  tell. 
That  Proteus  house  ther  fild  even  to  the  dora ; 
Yet  were  they  aU  in  order,  aa  befell, 
Accordinit  their  degrees  disposed  welL 
Amongst  the  rest  was  faire  Cjmodoci, 


But  for  he  was  halfe  mortall,  being  bred 
Of  mortall  aire,  tliough  of  inimortall  wombe. 
He  might  not  with  iramortall  food  be  fed, 
r^e  with  th'eternall  gods  to  bancliet  come; 
But  walkt  abrode,  and  round  about  did  rome 
To  view  the  building  of  tliat  uncouth  place. 
That  seem'd  unlike  uafo  hia  earthly  home  ■. 
Where,  aa  be  to  and  fro  by  chaunce  ^d  \XM», 
Here  onto  him  beUd  a  dtaadrsntrouB  caw. 


TTnder  the  haniiing  of  an  hideoos  etieUe 

He  heard  [he  lamentable  voice  or  one, 

That  piteouslj  eomplnind  her  careful  KTloSa, 

Wljicli  neTPT  she  before  disclosd  to  none, 

But  to  liergelfe  her  soiroir  did  bemone : 

So  fceliii([ly  her  ca*e  the  did  complnine, 

That  rulh  It  moved  id  the  rockj  stone. 

And  made  it  fiecme  to  feelo  her  grievous  poio^. 

And  oft  to  grone  w~ith  billonea  beating  from  the 

"  IliougL  vaino  I  see  m?  sortowes  to  anfold 
And  count  m;  cares,  when  none  is  nigh  to  heare 
Tel,  hoping  trriefe  may  lessen  being  toid. 
I  n-ii!  them  tell  though  unto  no  man  aesire: 
For  heaven,  that  unto  all  lends  equal!  eare. 


"  Yet  loe !  the  seas  I  see  b^  often  beatina 

Doe  pearee  the  rockes ;  and  hardest  marble  wear 

But  his  hard  rocky  hart  for  no  entreating 

Will  jecld.  but,  nhen  m,v  piteous  plaints  he  hean 

Is  hardned  more  with  my  aboundant  tearea : 

Yet  though  he  never  list  to  me  relent, 

IBut  let  me  waste  in  woe  my  wretched  jeuea. 

Yet  will  I  never  of  my  love  repent. 

But  ioy  that  for  his  sake  I  sufier  prisonment. 

"And  when  my  weary  ghost,  with  griefe  outworn 
By  timely  death  shall  winno  her  wisheS  rest, 
Zft  then  this  pluint  unto  his  eares  be  borne, 
That  blame  it  is.  to  him  that  annes  profeat. 
To  let  her  die  whom  he  might  have  redrest !" 
There  did  she  pause,  inforced  to  give  place 
Unto  the  passion  that  her  heart  opprent ; 
And,  after  she  had  wept  and  nail'd  a  space. 
She  gan  afresh  thus  to  renew  her  wretehed  ceac : 

"Ye  gods  of  SCBS,  if  any  gods  at  all 

Have  care  of  right  or  nilh  of  w  retches  wrong. 

By  one  or  other  way  me  woefull  thrall 

I)eliver  hence  out  of  this  dungeon  strong, 

In  which  I  daily  dying  am  too  long : 

Aitd  if  ye  deeme  me  death  for  loving  one 

ITiat  loves  not  me,  Ikea  ioe  \\.  ^oV  ^.tAqb^, 

But  let  me  die  and  end  tD3  4a.>««  KlUi™, 

And  let  lum  toe  ualoY'd.  ot  \nia^iB»wia*  liOT^t 
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t!iat  life  je  unto  me  decroe,  10 

t  mee  live,  m  lovera  ouglit  to  do, 

my  lifes  deare  love  beloved  be; 

he  should  through  prido  your  dooms  nndo, 

by  duresse  bim  compell  thereto, 

this  prisou  put  him  here  with  me ; 

iuii  fittest  is  to  hold  ua  tiro : 

I  rntluT  to  bo  thrall  then  free  j 

mldome  or  such  freedome  let  it  rarely  b& 

'  vaJQe  iudgraent,  and  condltiooa  vaino,  11 

icb  the  prisoner  pomta  unto  the  free ! 

ilcs  I  liim  condemne,  and  deeme  hia  paine, 

ro  he  Ust  goes  loose,  and  laughes  at  me : 

loose,  ao  ever  happy  be ! 

<fTeso  loose  or  happy  that  thou  art, 

MBrinell,  that  aJI  this  is  for  thee !" 

lat  she  n-ept  and  wail'd,  aa  if  her  hart  [smart 

quite  have  burst  through  great  abundance  of  her 

eh  complaint  when  Marinell  had  heard,  13 

dfrstood  the  cause  of  all  her  caro 

e  of  him  for  usins  her  so  liard ; 

libornc  heart  that  aevur  fu'lt  misfare, 

uclit  with  soft  remorse  and  pitty  rare  ; 

ea  for  f^ricf  of  niinde  he  oA;  did  grone, 

y  wish  that  in  his  powre  it  weare 

ri'dri-sse :  but  since  he  meaaes  found  none. 

Id  no  more  but  her  great  misery  bemone. 

rbilst  his  stony  heart  with  tender  ruth,  13 

ucht.  and  nii^ibty  courai^e  mollilidc, 

^cnus  sonnc  that  tamelh  stubbome  youth 

■OD  bit,  and  maketb  him  aliide 

■:  a,  victor  on  his  bocke  he  ride. 

i  mouth  his  maystrintt  bridle  threw, 

aJe  hiui  stoupe,  till  he  did  him  bestride: 

an  ho  make  lum  tread  his  steps  anew, 

ime  to  love  by  learning  lovers  painea  to  rew. 

in  he  in  his  grieved  minde  devise,  U 

\>m  that  dungeon  he  might  her  enlarge : 
rhile  he  thought,  by  faire  and  humble  wiw 
k'us  selfe  to  sue  for  her  diseharKo : 
;n  he  fear'd  his  mothers  former  charge 

an  he  thinke.perfuree  with  sword  andtugB 
rth  to  fetch,  and  iVoteua  lo  coDctnune  i 
•oe  he  gaa  aacli  foUy  to  forthiuke  a^taime. 

MM 
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ni«i  did  he  cast  to  Bteale  her  thenee  kwajv 

AdU  witJi  him  beare  where  none  of  her  migbt  ka 

Bnt  aii  in  vaioc :  for  why  ?  ho  found  tu>  waj 

Toenleriu,  orisiueforth  below; 

For  all  about  thitt  rocke  the  »ea  did  flow. 

And  though  unto  fais  vill  ahe  oiven  «rere, 

Tet,  witJiout  ship  or  bote  her  Uienoe  to  rmr. 

He  irjet  not  how  her  thence  away  to  here ; 

And  dauDger  wcU  be  wut  long  lo  contuiue  tluxe. 

At  last,  whenas  no  nieanes  he  coold  inretit. 
Backs  to  himselfe  lie  (rati  Fetarne  the  bloiiM^  ^M 
That  wn9  the  author  ot  her  punishment ;         ^H 
And  with  vile  cunes  and  repnwhfull  ■hMff     ^* 
To  datnnc  iiimsclfo  by  evury  evil  name, 
And  deeme  unworthy  or  ofloye  or  life. 
That  had  de^pisde  ao  cLaat  and  Tatrc  a  dame, 
Wliich  him  had  Bouglit  tliroiieli  trouble  and  long 
Xet  had  refuade  a  god  that  her  had  Bought  to  ml 

In  this  sad  plight  he  walked  here  and  there^ 
And  romed  round  about  the  rocke  in  voine. 
At  he  had  lost  liimsclfe  lie  wi»t  not  where  f 
Ofl  listeniui'  if  he  mote  her  heare  againe ; 
And  Btili  liemoning  her  unworthy  paine ; 
Like  as  an  hynde  whose  calfe  is  falne  luiwares 
Jnto  some  pit,  where  she  him  heares  eomplaioe. 
An  hundred  times  about  the  pit  side  fares, 
]Ught  aorronTulty  mourning  her  bereaved  csres. 

And  now  by  this  the  feast  was  throughly  ended. 
And  eveiy  one  pui  homcnard  to  resort: 
Which  seeing,  SrarineJl  was  sore  offended 
That  his  de^iarlure  thence  should  be  so  short. 
And  leave  his  love  in  that  sea-walled  fort 
Yet  durst  he  not  his  mother  disubay  ; 
But,  her  attending  in  full  seemlv  sort, 
Did  march  amongst  the  many  all  the  way ; 
And  all  the  way  did  inly  moume,  like  one  astnj. 

Being  relumed  to  his  niothera  bowre. 

In  aolitary  silence  far  from  wight 

He  gan  record  the  lamentable  stowre, 

In  which  Ilia  wretched  love  lay  day  and  nirfit, 

For  his  dcare  sake,  that  ill  descrv  d  (hat  plight; 

Thf  thought  whereof  empierst  bis  hart  so  deepe, 

Hat  of  no  worldly  Ihiug  he  tooke  deliidit ; 

We  daylv  food  dii  taSie,  ae  v.\«VCiv  fcXec;*, 

Butpynd,»nA»'<«»^^"^^'WE"^^^^'*^™*°* 
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ide,  and  lively  RpiriU  de»ile<l  qnisht: 
leckc-bones  n.w,  aiul  eie-pita  aoljow  gi 


ranney  armes  had  lost  their  knowen  QUghti 
lotliin^  like  liirnwlfe  he  »eein'il  in  iiffht. 
ng  so  wealfe  oriimbe,  and  sicke  of  love 
ixe.  that  lengDT  he  note  stand  upright, 
■  hie  li^d  wai  broueht,  and  layd  above, 
uefuil  ghott,  anftble  once  to  stir  or  more, 

1  whrn  his  mother  mw,  she  in  her  mind 
roiibled  »ore,  ne  wiat  well  what  to  weenet 
lid  by  search  nor  anj  meanee  out  find 
'cret  cauie  and  nature  orhii  t^ene, 
;\>y  »lio  might  apply  some  meJiirine  : 
eeping  day  and  niftht  did  him  Attend, 
loum'd  to  see  her  los«e  before  her  eyne, 
1  grif  r'd  her  more  that  she  it  could  not  kbIhI  : 
'  an  helpleue  ovill  double  griete  doth  lend. 

it  could  she  read  the  root  of  iuB  diieue, 

-ene  what  mister  maladie  it  is, 

cby  to  aeeke  some  means  it  to  appeaae. 

did  she  thiiike.  hut  mmt  she  thought  aisit, 

list  name  former  fslall  wound  of  his 

i?are  by  Tnplion  was  not  through];  healed, 

oeeiy  rankled  under  th'  orifis : 

did  she  thinke,  that  which  he  mott  concealed, 

ovc  it  was,  which  in  his  hart  lay  unreveated. 

fore  to  T 

im  doth  ...^ . 

ayld  the  trust  which  she  in  him  had  plaat, 
re  her  Sonne,  as  he  his  faith  had  lent; 
now  was  falne  into  new  languishment 
old  hurt,  which  was  not  throughly  cured. 
;lie  he  came  unto  her  patient ; 
e,  searching  every  part,  her  well  assured 
C  was  no  old  sore  which  his  new  pains  prooored ; 

lat  it  was  some  other  raaladie,  Zi 

lef  unknonne,  nliich  he  could  not  disoerne : 

I  lie  her  withouten  remedie. 

gan  her  heart  to  faint,  and  quake,  and  earne, 

nly  troubled  was.  the  truth  to  leame. 

Iiimaelfe  she  came,  and  him  benought, 

nitli  taire  speeches,  now  with  threKteiungt  ttan», 

■}it  lay  hidden  in  hie  grieved  thouobl, 

ireale .-  who  ttiU  her  answered,  t£sn  ^rai ' 


i 
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N slkloMC  she  rested  not  so  eotisfide ; 
But  leaving;  vratr^r  gods,  aa  boolinc  noiLglit, 
Unto  the  sbinie  heareti  in  haste  she  hi£. 
And  thenc«  Apollo  king  of  leachu  brout^fc. 
Apollo  came ;  who,  Boone  as  he  had  Mni^t 
TnrougL  liis  didease.  did  by  and  by  out  find 
That  tie  did  Innguich  of  some  inn^H^  thought. 
The  wlueh  afllicted  his  enCTieved  mind  j 
WUieh  lore  he  red  to  be,  uist  leads  ea«h  liviag  1 

Whieh  when  he  hod  unto  his  mother  tAld, 
She  Ran  Ihereat  to  fret  and  greatly  ftriere : 
And.  comniing  to  her  sonne,  gsn  first  to  sixtid 

Ana  chydr  ut  l.iin  thiit  iiiado  Ti,'r  mM.dieTe  : 


"Which  he  had  lately  eeene,  that  for  hia  lovo  he  e 

Now  lesae  she  feared  that  awnc  fatall  read, 
That  warned  him  of  womens  love  beware  : 
Whirh  being  ment  of  mortal  creatureB  sead. 
For  love  of  nymphes  she  thought  she  need  not  cs 
^■it  promist  him,  whatever  wicht  she  weare. 


Tet  since  she  saw  the  Btreipht  eTtremitie, 
In  which  his  life  unluekily  was  layd, 
It  waa  no  time  to  scan  the  propliecie, 
Whether  old  Proteus  true  or  falac  had  aayd. 
That  his  decay  should  happen  liy  a  majd  ; 
(It's  late,  in  death,  of  dauncer  to  advize  ; 
Or  love  forbid  him,  that  ia  life  denayd ;) 
But  rather  fom  in  troubled  mind  derize 
How  she  that  ladies  libertie  might  enterprize. 

To  Proteus  selfe  to  sew  she  thoueht  it  vaine. 

Who  waa  the  root  and  worker  of  her  woe ; 

Nor  unto  any  meaner  to  complaine  ; 

But  unto  great  King  Neptune  selfe  did  goe. 

And,  on  her  knee  before  nim  falling  lowe, 

Made  hnmble  suit  unto  his  maiestie 

To  giannt  to  her  het  souueft  life,  -which  hia  fo^ 

A  cmell  tjTant,  tai  'ptB9vn(VB\jecAii}i\e 
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lo  whom  p^od  Neptune,  softly  smyling,  thus :   ^  30 

*•  Daughter,  me  seemes  of  double  wrong  ye  plaine, 

Gainst  one  that  hath  both  wronged  you  and  us : 

For  death  t'adward  I  ween*d  did  ai>pertaine 

DTo  none  but  to  the  seas  sole  soveraine : 

Sead  therefore  who  it  is  which  this  hath  wrought, 

^nd  for  what  cause ;  the  truth  discover  plidne : 

IFor  never  wight  so  evill  did  or  thought,  rnought.* 

:Sut  would  some  rightfull  cause  pretend,  though,  rightly 

To  whom  she  answer'd ;  "  Then  it  is  by  name  31 

'Proteus,  that  hath  ordayn'd  my  sonne  to  die; 
Por  that  a  waift,  the  which  by  fortune  came 
Upon  your  seas,  he  claym'd  as  propertie : 
And  yet  nor  his,  nor  his  in  equitie, 
But  yours  the  waift  by  high  prerogative : 
gF  Therefore  I  humbly  crave  your  majestie 

It  to  replevie,  and  my  sonne  reprive : 
4  So  shall  you  by  one  gift  save  all  us  three  alive.** 

He  graunted  it:  and  streight  his  warrant  made,  33 

Under  the  sea-god's  scale  autenticall, 
Commaunding  Proteus  straight  t'  enlarge  the  mayd 
f    Which  wandring  on  his  seas  imperiall 
He  lately  tooke,  and  sithence  kept  as  thrall. 
Which  she  receiving  with  meete  thankefulnesse. 
Departed  straight  to  Proteus  therewithall : 
Who,  reading  it  with  inward  loathfulnesse, 
Was  grieved  to  restore  the  pledge  he  did  poBsease. 

Yet  durst  he  not  the  warrant  to  withstand,  33 

But  unto  her  delivered  Florimell : 

Wliom  she  receiving  by  the  liDy  hand, 

Admyr'd  her  beautie  much,  as  she  moto  well« 

For  she  all  living  creatures  did  excell. 

And  was  ri^ht  ioyous  that  she  gotten  had 

So  faire  a  wife  for  her  sonne  Marinell. 

So  home  with  her  she  streight  the  virgin  lad, 

And  shewed  her  to  him  then  being  sore  bestad. 

Who  soone  as  he  beheld  that  angels  face  3i 

Adom'd  with  all  divine  perfection. 
His  chcared  heart  eftsoones  away  ^n  chace 
Sad  death,  revived  with  her  sweet  inspection, 
Ajid  feeble  spirit  inly  felt  refection ; 
As  withered  weed  through  cruell  winters  tine^ 
That  feeles  the  warmth  of  sunny  beamea  TefLec^on^ 
Zi/ies  up  Lis  head  that  did  before  decline, 
And  gins  to  spread  hia  ieafe  before  the  fake  vmdo^xie. 


And  though  hia  limbi)  could  not  his  bodie  bean^ 

Ne  former  Btrenplh  retume  ao  suddenly. 

Yet  chtareruU  sipnes  he  shewed  outwardly. 

Ne  lesse  vas  she  to  secret  hart  affected. 

But  that  she  maslied  it  with  modestie. 

For  feare  she  should  of  liehtnc>8«  Iw  deteetadc 

Which  to  uiotiier  place  I  leave  to  beperfeoted. 


THE  FIFTH  BOOKB 

THE  FAERIE   QFEENE, 

^e  XcgHU  or  SncBBlI,  m  at  Snsritt. 


SO  ofl  as  I  with  itqte  of  present  time 
The  image  of  the  antique  world  cotapm, 
"Whenai  msna  age  wa«  in  his  freaheat  pnme. 
And.  the  first  bloaaome  of  faire  vertue  bare ; 
Such  oddcR  I  linde  twixt  those,  and  theae  which  an, 
As  that,  through  lonR  continuance  of  hia  eoune. 
Me  acemea  the  world  id  runne  ^uite  ont  of  aqnare 
From  the  first  point  of  hiR  appointed  sourge ; 
And  being  once  amiage  growea  daily  wourse  and  woun 

For  from  the  (rolden  a^,  that  firat  waa  named, 

It'H  now  at  earst  become  a  atonic  one ; 

And  men  themaelTCH,  tlie  which  at  firat  were  Gained 

Of  earthly  mould,  and  form'd  of  fiesh  and  bODB, 

Are  now  trsnaformeil  into  hardest  atone; 

Such  an  behind  their  backs  (so  bacliwani  bred) 

Were  throwne  by  Pyrrha  and  Deucalione : 

And  if  then  those  may  any  worse  be  red. 

They  into  that  ere  long  will  be  degendered. 

Let  none  then  blame  me,  if,  in  discipline 
Of  Tcrtuo  and  of  civilt  use*  lore, 
I  do  not  forme  them  to  the  common  line 
or  present  dayei  which  are  corrupted  acre  | 
But  to  the  antique  use  which  waa  of  yore. 
When  good  waa  onely  for  itaelfe  deajved. 


And  all  men  sought  their  t 

When  iuBtice  was  not  for  i 

But  aimple  truth  did  rayne,  and  w 


When  iustice  was  not  for  most  meed  outhyred, 
"     18  of  all  admyi 


For  that  which  all  men  then  did  vertae  calL 

Is  now  cald  vice ;  and  that  which  rice  waa  night, 

Is  now  hight  vertae,  and  ao  ua'd  of  all : 

Right  now  is  nTong,  and  wrong  that  was  is  right; 

As  all  things  eleo  in  time  are  cEaun^  quight: 

Ne  wonder ;  for  the  heavena  rorolntion 

la  wandred  farre  froni  where  it  firat  wu  pi{^i!bi 

And  so  do  m^e  eontriiie  oonatatutioa 

Of  all  thig  lower  world  t«iraid  hii  diMohitaoo. 
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o  list  into  the  heavens  inoke, 

.'li  tlio  ooureeB  of  tlie  rowlioa  spbeaifs. 

Il  find  tliat  from  the  point  wliere  they  fimt  tooke 
;  forth,  iu  these  few  thousand  yeares 
Traudred  much ;  that  plaine  app^srra: 
e  gfilden  fleecy  ram,  wliich  bore 


I  eko  the  hull  hnth  nith  his  how-bent  korne 
p-rdly  butted  those  two  twinneg  of  love. 
It  Ihey  havfl  cniBlit  the  crah,  and  quite  lum  ba 
\  the  grent  Nemitnn  lions  grove. 

11  range,  and  doe  at  randon  roro 
jf  thtir  proper  places  farre  away, 
I  all  this  world  with  them  acaisso  doe  move,' 

s  frorn  their  course  aatrajr; 
I  they  arrive  at  their  last  ruinous  decay. 

same  ^ent  glorioua  lampo  of  lij{ht, 

Ht  doth  enlumine  all  these  lesser  fyree, 
fetter  ease,  ne  keepes  hia  course  more  right. 
Is  miscoricd  with  the  other  spheres : 
inco  tlie  tenne  of  fourteen  hundred  yeroa. 


(t  fiacred  Tertae  ihc  of  all  tbe  rest, 

cmbling  God  in  his  imperial!  mighti 

ose  Boveraine  pom-o  is  herein  most  exprett, 

t  both  to  good  and  bad  be  dpaletb  right, 

1  all  bis  workes  with  iustice  bstb  bedight. 

t  powrc  be  also  doth  to  princes  lend 

I  niakm  them  like  himselfe  in  glorious  sight 

lit  in  his  own  seate.  his  cause  to  end, 

1  rule  his  people  right,  as  he  doth  reoommend. 

ad  BOrcrayne  goddcBBe,  that  doest  highest  sit 
icatc  of  iudgement  in  th'  Almighties  stead. 
I  with  maguilicke  ini|;;ht  and  wondronj  wit 
st  to  tbr  people  riEhleoua  doome  aread, 
.t  furtbeat  nations  nlles  with  awfull  dread, 
don  I  he  boldnesse  of  thr  basest  thrall, 
.t  dare  diiicourse  of  so  divine  a  read, 
lb,r  preat  iustice  pniysed  over  all ; 
instrument  whereof  loe  here  thy  ArtegalL 


iron  Tcrtue  then  were  held  in  highest  price,  ,  1 

liose  old  times  of  wbieh  I  doe  intreat, 

then  likewise  the  wit-kcd  aecde  of  vice 
an  to  sprinp;  nhicb  shortly  rtcw  full  great. 
I  with  their  bougbes  the  guiitle  plants  did  beat: 

evermore  some  of  tbe  rcrtuous  ra<» 

0  up,  inspired  with  beroiekc  heat, 

[  eropt  the  branches  of  the  sient  base. 

1  with  strong  hand  their  fruitfull  ranckncs  did  defaoe. 

h  first  was  DaeebiiB.  that  with  furious  might  2 

tb'  eaut  before  uiitam'd  did  ovor-ronnc, 

I  wrong  repressed,  and  establisbt  right, 

ifb  lawleiwo  men  hsd  fomierly  fordonno: 

ir  Tun  lice  first  lier  princely  rule  begoune. 

,t  Merc'ules  bis  like  ensani|>le  shewed, 

o  all  the  nent  with  cquall  conquest  'KOliTie, 

moaetroua  fyranta  with  his  club  Bubdcvei-, 

■lub  ofluaboo  dread  with  kingly  powre  euftawea. 
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And  such  wa!!  lie  of  whom  I  luTe  to  tell. 

The  phampion  of  true  iustice,  Artegall  t 

Whom  (m  ye  lately  mote  remember  welU  I 

An  bard  aavcnture.  which  did  then  befaUt' 

Into  redoabted  perill  forth  did  call ; 

That  was,  to  suecour  s  distreased  dame 

Whom  a  strong  tyraot  did  uniuatJj  tlirall. 

And  from  the  heritage,  whieh  she  did  elnroe, 

Did  with  atrong  buna  withhold ;  Grantorto  waa  hi 

■Wherefore  the  lady,  which  Irena  hie'  ' 
Did  to  the  Faene  Queene  ber  wa\  audreaae^ 
To  whoTQ  complafn  ng  her  affl  eted  plight 

She  her  besoui,h        i.rs      ua  r  dresse 

Til  ii  -  ■■.■7:'.-i  eempereucv 

'^^  '  '   .  t»  pore 

Ac  9SL 

Cu  .  re 

For  that  to  her  h    s  t  m  il  best  ikild  m  nghtecKU  k) 

For  Artetfall  in  insticc  was  upbrought 

Even  from  the  cradle  of  his  infancie 

And  all  the  depth  of  rightfitll  doome  waa  taaght 

By  faire  Astraa,  with  great  Industrie, 

Whilest  here  on  earth  she  lived  mortallie: 

For,  till  the  world  from  his  perfection  fell 

Into  all  filth  and  foule  iniauitic, 

AatrsB  here  mongst  earthly  men  did  dwell, 

And  in  the  rules  of  iustice  them  instrncted  weU. 

Whiles  through  the  world  she  walked  in  this  sort, 

TIpou  a  da,y  she  found  this  gentle  childe 

Amongst  liis  peres  playing  his  childish  sport ; 

Whom  seeing  fit,  and  with  no  crime  demde. 

She  did  allure  wjcli  gifts  and  speaches  milde 

To  wend  with  her:  so  thence  him  farre  she  brongh 

Into  a  cave  from  companie  onildc. 

In  which  she  noursled  him,  till  yeares  he  ratight ; 

And  all  the  discipline  of  iustice  there  him  taught. 

There  she  him  taught  to  weigh  both  right  and  wroi 

In  eqnall  ballance  with  due  recommence. 

And  eguitie  to  measure  out  along 

According  to  the  line  of  conscience, 

Whenso  it  needs  with  rigour  to  dispence ; 

Of  all  the  which,  for  want  there  of  mankind. 

She  caused  him  lo  iftiiis  fswriCTice 

Upon  wyldbeRs\a,'w\i«;\i  ft^ie'va-KwAi^iii^aA, 
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Thus  the  him  tnTned,  and  thui  die  him  taught  B 

In  all  the  skill  of  deemiiu;  wrong  azid  right, 
TJutiU  the  ripenetM  of  mans  yearei  he  auiiht ; 
That  eren  wilde  beasts  did  Teare  his  swfuE  sight, 
And  men  admyr'd  his  over-ruling  mifiht ; 
If e  inj  iiv'd  on  grouod  that  durst  withstend 
His  dreadfuU  hesit,  much  letse  him  matdi  in  B^t, 
Or  bide  the  horror  of  his  wreakfnil  hand. 
"Whenso  he  list  in  wrath  lift  up  his  steely  brand; 

Which  steely  brand,  to  make  him  dreaded  mora  0 

Bhe  gave  unto  him,  gotten  by  her  slight 

And  earnest  search,  where  it  was  kept  in  stoi« 

In  loves  eternal  I  house,  unwist  of  wight. 

Since  he  bimaeife  it  nti'd  in  that  great  fight 

Against  the  Titans,  that  whylotne  rebelled 

Gainst  highest  heaven :  Chrysaor  it  was  Li{[ht ; 

Clirv'saor,  that  all  other  swords  exceUed, 

Well  pror'd  in  that  same  day  when  lore  those  gyaats  qnelled: 

For  of  most  perfect  metall  it  was  made,  10 

Tempred  wilh  adamant  amongst  the  same. 

And  gamisht  all  with  gold  npon  the  blade 

In  Koodly  wise,  whereof  it  tooke  his  name. 

And  was  of  no  lease  vertue  then  of  fame : 

For  there  no  substance  was  so  tinne  and  hard. 

But  it  would  pierce  or  cleave  whereso  it  came; 

!Ne  any  armour  could  his  dint  out-ward ; 

But  wheresoever  it  did  light,  it  throughly  ihard. 

ITow  when  the  world  with  siune  gan  to  abound,  11 

Astrsa  loathing  lenger  here  to  space 

Mongst  wicked  men.  in  whom  no  truth  she  found, 

Betum'd  to  heaven,  whence  she  deriv'd  her  race ; 

Where  she  hath  now  an  everlasting  place 

Monpt  those  twelve  sjgnee,  which  nightly  we  do  see 

The  heavens  bright-shin  in  g  baudricke  to  enchace ; 

And  is  the  Virgin,  sixt  in  Eer  deeree. 

And  next  henelfe  her  righteous  ballance  hanging  bee. 

But  when  she  parted  henoe  she  left  her  groome,  12 

An  yron  man,  which  did  on  her  attend 
Always  to  execute  her  steadfast  doorae. 
And  willed  him  with  Artcgall  to  wend. 
And  doe  whatever  thing  he  did  intend : 
His  name  was  Talus,  made  of  yron  moold, 
Immoveable,  resistJesse,  without  end ; 
Wio  in  bit  band  an  vroa  flaje  did  iuxAA, 
WM  whieb  be  tbieabt  out  fiilihood,  and.  iA  tra&  ^miw 
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He  n(iT  wpnt  with  htru  in  this  new  inquest. 
Him  for  to  iiitle.  if  aide  Us  cluuinst  to  ncodf, 
As-iiinsl  liiat  (TUell  tyrant,  which  opprest 
TBi'  fiiiri'  Ifi^na  with  hia  foule  miadeede, 

*ti  wUioU  aha  Bbonld  sueeo 


Uier  b 
isllid  < 


_    ...  .      .       ■e  Ilia  BorroH-ftdl  Bad  lyne 

'Witli  inimy  bitter  teares  shed  from  Lis  blnbbrei 

To  whom  tu  they  approched.  they  espids 

A  Borie  ginht  as  ever  sceno  with  e^e. 

And  headlcEse  ladie  Itidb  him  bc«ide 

In  b,T  OWES  blood  ail  wJlow'd  wofiillT, 

Thtil  lier  CTJ"  elolhM  did  in  diacolour  oie^ 

MiK'li  wa^  be  moved  at  that  ntefull  sight; 

Aii'i  flimVI  with  ecsle  of  TeuReance  iiiiranUjr 

Hi*  ii.-.kt  who  lind  that  darae  so  fuuly  diglit. 

Or  whetlier  hi*  owne  hand,  or  whether  other  wij 

"  Ah !  woe  is  me,  and  well  away,"  quoth  bee 

Bursting  forth  Icarcs  like  sprinirs  out  of  a  bankt 

"  That  ever  I  this  disiii»ll  day  did  sec  ! 

Pull  fniTH  was  I  from  thinkinff  such  a  praoke ; 

Yet  litlo  losse  it  were,  and  mickle  thanke. 

If  I  should  RTaunt  that  I  have  doen  the  same. 

That  I  inoto  drinke  the  cup  whereof  she  dranke 

But  that  I  should  die  cuillie  of  the  blame. 

The  which  another  did  who  now  is  fled  with  sha 

"  Who  was  it  then."  sard  Artegnll,  "  that  wrouf 

And  why  ?  doe  it  deelnre  unto  me  trew." 

"  A  knidht."  said  he,  "  if  knicht  he  may  be  thou 

That  did  his  hand  in  ladies  hloud  enibrew. 

And  for  no  pause,  but  as  I  shall  you  shew. 

This  day  as  I  in  solace  sate  hereby 

With  a  fayre  love  whose  losse  I  now  do  i-ew. 

There  came  this  kniglit.  having  in  compnnie 

This  lucklesse  ladie  which  now  here  doth  headic 

"  He,  whether  mine  seem'd  fayrer  in  his  eye, 
Or  that  he  weied  weary  of  his  owne. 
Would  chanire  with  me ;  but  I  did  it  denye. 
So  did  the  ladies  both,  as  may  be  tnowne ; 
But  he,  whose  spirit  was  with  pride  upblowne. 
Would  not  so  rest  contented  with  his  right ; 
But,  hftvinK  fTOVQ\i\s  coMTsv^T  Wt  io-»™e  vWws^ 
Fro  me  reft  m\no  a.wa>!  b:j  \a.vi\B%»e  tavi^x^.. 
And  on  bis  Btee4\i«t  wX.  to-oeMe  Vnx  «^^.<A* 
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*■  Which  when  h«  ladie  law,  ihe  follow'd  fiMt  IS 

And  on  him  catching  hold  gan  loud  to  orie 

I7ot  HO  to  leavo  her  dot  away  to  cast, 

But  ralhpr  of  hie  band  besought  to  die ; 

"With  tUnt  hia  sword  he  drew  all  wrathfully, 

And  at  one  stroke  cropt  off  her  head  with  Bcome, 

In  thut  name  place  whpreaa  it  now  doth  he. 

So  he  my  lovo  »woy  with  him  hath  borne. 

And  lefl  me  here  both  his  and  mine  owne  love  to  moornc." 

"  Aread,"  said  he:  "  which  way  then  didhemakeP  19 

And  by  what  markcs  may  he  be  knowne  asaine  F" 

"  To  hope."  quoth  he,  "  him  soone  to  overtake, 

Tliat  hence  so  Ions  departed,  is  but  vaiae : 

But  yet  he  prickeil  over  yonder  pluine,  , 

And  aa  I  marked  bore  upon  his  shield, 

By  which  it's  easie  him  to  know  acaine, 

A  broken  sword  within  a  bloodie  held ; 

Expressing  well  his  naturo  which  the  same  did  wield." 

No  sooner  aayd,  but  Btrei^ht  he  afler  sent  20 

Hie  iron  page,  who  him  pursew'd  so  licbt, 

As  tfiat  it  seem'd  abore  the  ftround  he  went: 

For  he  was  swift  as  swallow  in  her  flight. 

And  strong  as  lyou  in  his  lordly  might. 

It  was  not  long  before  he  overtooko 

Sir  Sanglier,  (so  cleeped  was  that  knight), 

Whom  at  the  first  he  ghcssed  by  bis  looke. 

And  by  the  other  majkca  which  of  hia  ehiehl  he  tooke. 

He  bad  him  stay  and  backo  with  hira  retire;  21 

Who,  full  of  scome  to  be  oommaunded  80, 

Tlip  lady  to  aliulit  did  eft  require, 

WhilcBt  he  reformed  that  UDcivill  fo; 

And  atreight  at  him  with  all  his  force  did  go: 

Who  mov'd  no  more  therewith,  then  when  a  rocke 

Is  lightly  stricken  with  some  atones  throw ; 

£ut  to  him  leaping  lent  him  such  a  knocke, 

That  on  the  ground  he  layd  him  like  a  sencelesie  blocko, 

But,  ere  he  could  hiraseife  recure  againe,  22 

Him  in  his  iron  paw  he  seized  had  ; 
That  when  he  wak't  out  of  his  wareleaae  paintv 
He  found  himself  unwist  bo  ill  bcstad. 
That  lim  he  could  not  wag :  thence  be  him  ad. 
Bound  like  a  beast  appointed  to  the  stall: 
The  sight  whereof  the  lady  sore  adrad. 
And  fain  'd  to  By  for  feato  of  being  thrall ; 
Bathelut  quiOdj  atayd,  and  forat  to  wend  -wiliiaSi, 


Mb  thb  vaebib  qceexb. 

When  to  the  place  tliey  came  where  Arl^nll 

^  that  Mknie  uarefull  squire  did  then  abide. 

He  gentlj  gun  him  to  demannd  of  all 

^niat  did  betwiit  him  and  lUat  jwjuife  betide: 

Vbo  Willi  gteme  conntenaace  and  itidi^aat  pad 

Did  aunswere,  that  of  all  he  iniiHlwse  stood. 

And  hi«  accuser  thercuiit>on  deliile ; 

For  neither  he  did  shed  that  ladies  bloud. 

Nor  tooke  «w9j  Ida  lore,  but  liia  ovme  proper  got 

Well  did  the  gg[uire  pcrceire  himselfe  too  weake 

To  aansverc  biB  deliaunce  in  the  field. 

And  rather  ohose  liis  i-hallenge  offti}  breaks 

^nicn  U)  approre  his  right  with  spcare  and  alueld. 

And  rather  euilty  chose  liimielfe  to  .ricld. 

But  Artegafl  by  signB*  perc«iFinK  plaina 

Hut  he  it  n-as  not  which  that  kd.v  kild, 

Snt  that  slrange  hnii;ht.  the  fairer  lore  to  gaine. 

Did  cast  about  by  sleight  the  truth  thereout  to  st 

And  seyd :  "  Now  eurc  this  doubtfull  causes  ligbl 

Can  hardly  but  by  saeranient  be  tride, 

Or  else  by  ordcb,  or  bv  blooddv  fight, 

That  ill  perh»i)B  mote  fall  to  either  side : 

But  if  ye  please  that  I  your  cause  decide. 

Perhaps  I  may  all  further  quarrell  end, 

So  ye  will  swearc  mv  iudEeiiient  to  abide." 

Thereto  they  both  did  franckly  condisccnd. 

And  to  his  doome  with  listfull  earea  did  both  nttei 

"  Sith  then,"  sayd  he,  "  ye  both  the  dead  deny. 
And  both  the  liviog  ladr  claime  your  right. 
Let  both  the  dead  and  liviog  equally 
Devidcd  be  betwiit  you  lieru  iu  sight. 
And  each  of  either  take  his  sJmre  aright. 
But  looke,  who  does  diluent  from  this  my  read. 
He  for  a  twelve  moneths  day  «ball  in  de?pight 
Beare  for  his  pcuaunce  that  aame  ladies  head ; 
To  wituBMe  to  the  world  that  she  by  lum  ia  dead.' 

Well  pleased  with  that  dooroe  iraa  Sangliere, 
And  ofircd  ^treight  the  lady  to  be  slaine ; 
But  that  same  squire  to  whom  she  was  more  dere, 
Whenas  he  aaw  she  should  be  cut  in  twaine. 
Did  yield  she  rather  should  with  him  remains 
Alire  then  to  bimselfe  be  shared  dead ; 
And  rather  tbeu  \ub  \tne  a^iovAd  s.vi'Sct  '^utiA, 
Her:hose  witlisbtiinetoVMe  *-\>i^.\»'i>\«>'«»&-. 
True  love  dwpiaetli  iWm«  ■«\ieQ\iSe  *  taiiiii  4j 
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lom  when  lo  williDS  Arto^BU  pennaTed ; 
ot  ao,  thou  iquire,'  be  sayd,  "  but  thine  I  d 
I  lirina  lady,  whiuh  from  tJiee  he  reaveJ : 


rortfiy  thou  of  her  docBt  rightly  s 

ou,  sir  knight,  tiiat  lore  so  light 

it  ye  would  Tor  little  leave  the  lame. 


.c  iii.c^'.u.  v,~..e  tliat  doth  ^oa  best  befleeme, 

1  with  It  beare  the  burden  of  defame : 

ir  owne  dead  ladiei  head,  to  tell  abrode  jonr  ilu 

.  Sangliere  disdained  much  hiN  doome, 
i  Bternly  (can  repine  at  hia  beheast ; 
irould  for  ought  oba.v,  ai  did  become, 
bears  that  ladiee  head  before  his  breaiti 
lill  tlint  Talua  had  his  pride  repreat, 
d  forced  him,  maulgrfe,  it  up-to  rears. 
10  n-hea  he  Raw  it  boot«leMe  to  resiit, 
tooke  it  up.  and  thence  with  him  did  hearei 
rated  Bpaniell  takes  his  burden  up  fur  feare. 

ch  did  that  squire  Sir  Artegall  adore 

•  his  ^at  iuHtico  held  in  liigh  regard ; 

i  as  his  squire  iiini  ofTred  evermore 

serve,  for  want  of  oUier  meeto  reward, 

i  wend  n  ith  him  on  his  adventure  hard : 

,  he  thereto  would  by  no  meanes  consent) 

:  leavine  him  forth  on  Uis  ioumry  far'd ; 

wight  with  him  but  onely  Talus  went; 

7  two  enough  t'encounter  an  whole  rtsimcat. 


Artigsll  hcuH  of  Flortmcll  i 
Dwa  with  the  p*Sftii  flfht : 

Him  ilniEi  I  drowns*  Ladf  Himi 
Uhb  net  ba  caMla  qnlght. 


7onT  is  more  honourable  to  a  knight, 
better  doth  beecnnie  brave  chevalry, 
Q  to  defend  the  feeble  iu  their  right, 
I  wrone  rcdresse  in  such  as  wend  awij; 
ilome  those  Kreat  heroes  got  thereby 
ir  greatest  plorv  for  their  HghLfull  deedes, 
I  pWe  deserved  with  the  ^ods  on  hy : 
■em  the  oobleue  of  thia  knight  excecdes, 
>  BQw  to  periia  great  for  iuatioe  Mke 


Td  whioL  as  he  now  was  uppon  the  way. 

He  chaiinst  to  meet  a  dirarfe  in  buety  courasi 

Whom  !ii3  minir'd  bis  fomnrd  hast  to  stay. 

Till  he  of  tidiiii:^  mote  with  tim  dinxnime- 

Loth  sraa  tho  dwaife.  jet  did  lio  sta^  p«Tfbne. 

AudgM  of  Bundry  neTFB  his  store  to  tcU, 

Aa  to  Ilia  memory  the;  had  reeourse ; 

But  chiefly  of  the  fairest  Florimeil, 

How  she  wu  found  agoiue,  and  sponsda  to  Mariai 

For  thb  was  D0D7,  Florimells  owtte  dirarTra, 

Whom  hanng  loat  (as  ye  have  heard  n'hyleare) 

And  Gnding  in  the  iray  the  Bcattred  sesr'fe. 

The  furtnne  of  her  life  loofr  tim*  did  f«ire : 

But  of  her  health  nhen  Artegall  did  hears. 

And  safe  returne,  he  waa  fuU  iiily  g!od. 

And  a^kt  Uiin  whore  and  when  her  bridAle  ebeArt> 

Should  he  wiWraniz'd  ;  for  if  time  he  lind. 

He  would  be  there,  and  honor  to  her  spouaoU  ad. 

"Within  three  dales."  quoth  he,  "aaldo  heara. 

It  will  be  at  the  castle  of  the  strond  ; 

■What  time,  if  naupht  me  let.  I  ivill  be  there 

To  do  her  service  80  as  I  am  bond. 

But  in  my  way  a  liitle  here  beyond 

A  cuncd  cruell  saraztn  doth  wonne. 

That  keepes  a  bridt^s  passage  by  strong  bond. 

And  many  errant  knighta  hath  tbere  fordoime ; 

That  makes  all  men  for  feare  that  passage  for  b>  ab 

^^  far  lie 

"  He  is,"  said  he.  "  a  man  of  great  defence  ; 
Espert  in  battell  and  in  deedes  of  armes  ; 
And  more  eniboldned  by  the  wicked  charmes. 
With  which  his  daufjhter  doth  liim  still  anpport; 
Having  great  lordships  got  and  goodly  formes 
Throuijh  strong  oppressLou  of  his  powre  extort  j 
By  which  he  std  tliem  holds,  and  keepee  witb  atroi 

"  And  dayly  he  his  wrongs  enereaselh  more ; 
For  never  wight  he  lets  to  passe  that  way. 
Over  his  bridge,  albee  he  rich  or  poore. 
But  he  him  makes  his  passage-pt'nny  pay: 
Else  he  doth  hold  him  uacke  or  beat  awfy. 
Thereto  he  hath  a  groome  of  evill  guize, 
Whose  scalp  is  Wre,  l\ia\,  \io\ii»si,e  iiA'n  \!e^t«.y. 
Which  pola  and  pWa  V\ib  ^ooie  \a  m^swia  ■*r\a*  -, 
But  he  tomadfe  uBOn.  liift  nsii  ^^A^'^^S^'"'^"'*- 
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"  Hia  Dame  is  higlit  Pollentfe,  riKlitlr  so, 
Fot  th&t  he  is  lo  puieBont  and  strong, 

*    That  with  hh  powre  he  aS  doth  over  go. 

And  makes  them  subiect  to  hU  mighty  wrmgi 
And  some  b,v  sleight  he  eke  doth  anderfong : 

'    For  on  a  bndge  he  cuatometh  to  figh^ 
Which  it  but  narrow,  but  exceeding  long  t 
And  in  the  same  are  many  tmp-fali  pkht 
Through  which  the  rider  downe  doth  tail  Uiron^ ' 

"  And  underneath  the  same  a  riTer  flowes. 

That  is  both  swift  and  dangerous  deepe  withall; 

Into  the  which  whomio  fae  orerthrowea. 

All  do«titutc  of  helpe  doth  headlong  fall; 

But  he  himeelfe  through  practise  uanall 

Iieapcs  forth  into  the  noud.  and  there  aasaiei 

His  foe  confused  throagh  his  Bodaine  fall. 

That  hurse  and  man  he  equally  diamaiee. 

And  either  both  them  drownes,  or  traTteronaly  slue*. 

"  Then  doth  he  take  (he  spoile  of  them  at  will, 
And  to  his  daughter  brings,  that  dwells  therebr : 
Who  all  that  comes  doth  take,  and  therewith  M 
The  coffers  of  her  wicked  threasury  ; 
"Which  she  with  wrongs  hath  heaped  up  so  hy 
That  many  princes  she  in  wealth  exceedes. 
And  purchaat  all  the  coontrey  lying  ny 
"With  the  revenue  of  her  plenteous  meedea: 
Her  name  ia  Munera,  agreeing  with  her  deedea. 

"  Thereto  she  ia  full  faire,  and  rich  attired, 
With  golden  hands  and  silver  feete  beside, 
That  many  lords  have  her  to  wife  desired : 
Sut  she  them  all  despiseth  for  great  pride." 
"  Now  by  my  life,"  s^d  he,  "  and  God  to  guide, 
H^one  other  way  will  I  this  day  betake. 
But  by  that  bndge  whereas  he  doth  abide : 
Therefore  me  thilher  lead."    No  more  he  spake. 
But  thitherward  forthright  hia  ready  w^  did  make 

Unto  the  place  he  came  within  a  while. 
Where  on  the  bridge  he  ready  armed  saw 

The  Sarazin,  awayting  for  some  spoile: 
Who  as  they  to  tne  passage  gan  to  draw, 
A  villaine  to  them  came  with  sr-"  -" 


To  whom  he  aiuuwetd  irroth."loe  ttkos  tb3r^ax«^ 
Ajidwith  tbAtwordbim  >trooke,t^  atn^cmbBuaLV 


"WLicli  when  the  pagan  saw  Le  weled  trrot!i, 
And  9tTci|j:ht  himselTe  nnto  the  fight  addrest ; 
Se  was  Sir  ArtegoU  behindo ;  io  both 
Together  ran  with  ready  apeares  in  rest. 
iEight  in  the  midiit,  whereas  they  brest  lo  brest 
Should  meete.  a  trap  was  Ictten  domie  to  faU 
Into  the  lloud:  streight  leapt  the  carlo  unblist, 
Wdl  weeniDg  that  hU  foo  wag  hine  withall  - 
Sut  he  woa  well  aware,  and  h»pt  befon;  hia  Jail, 

Tbire  being  botli  together  in  the  flood. 

They  each  at  other  tyrannously  flew ; 

Ne  ought  the  water  oooled  their  whot  blood, 

But  rather  in  them  kindled  choler  now ; 

3iit  there  the  Paynim,  who  that  use  well  kacw 

To  fight  in  water,  great  advantage  had. 

That  oftentimes  iiira  nigh  he  overthrew: 

And  eke  the  ooursfr  whu'remipon  he  rad 

Could  swim  like  to  a  fi^h  whiles  he  hid  backe  best 

Wlich  oddea  whenas  Sir  Artegall  espide. 

He  saw  do  way  but  close  with  nim  in  hast; 

And  to  him  driviiia  strongly  downe  the  tide 

]Dppon  his  iron  coller  griped  fast. 

That  with  the  atraint  his  wesand  nigh  he  brast. 

There  they  together  strove  and  struggled  long, 

Either  the  other  from  his  steed  to  cast ; 

Ke  ever  Artegall  his  griple  strong 

For  any  thinge  wold  siacke,  but  still  upon  him  he 

Aswhen  a  dolphin  and  a  »e1e  are  met 
In  the  wide  champian  of  the  oceao  plaine. 
With  cruell  chaule  their  courages  they  whet. 
The  mayaterdome  of  each  by  force  to  gaine. 
And  dreadfoll  battaile  twixt  them  do  darraiae ; 
They  snuf,  they  snort,  they  bounce,  thej;  rag«,  thi 
That  all  the  sea.  disturbed  with  their  tralue. 
Doth  trie  with  fome  above  the  surges  hore : 
Bach  wa«  betwixt  these  two  the  troublesome  upn 

So  Artegall  at  length  him  forat  forsake 
TTIb  hones  backe  for  dread  of  being  drownd. 
And  to  his  handy  swimming  him  betake. 
Eftsoones  himselfe  he  from  his  hold  imbownd. 
And  then  no  ods  at  all  in  him  he  fownd; 
For  Artegall  in  swimming  skilfuU  was, 
And  durst  the  de^th  of  auj  -nsAiex  «Diiud. 
So  oiujit  each  km^i,  ftiM.  ■«»«  oi  -^trrii^iaa. 
In  •wimming  be  erpert,  ttacra^  ■«»^i* '^'^>*^  ^*' 


j^    ^nien  very  doubtftill  was  the  WBrrea  event, 
.    XTncertaine  trhether  Ikad  tike  better  nde : 
'     For  both  were  ikild  in  that  ezperiment. 

And  both  in  armet  well  treind  and  tkroogUy  tride. 
^   Bat  Artegall  was  better  breatb'd  bends, 
C   And  towards  tb'  end  grew  greater  in  his  might, 
^   That  his  faint  foe  no  baser  oonld  abide 

His  poisMnce,  ne  beare  nimselfe  upright ; 
y    Sat  trom  the  wKter  to  the  land  bebmke  his  flight 

Bnt  Artegall  piuaewd  bim  atill  so  naare 
With  brkht  Ghiriaor  in  hie  omell  hand. 
That,  as  hia  head  he  gan  a  title  reare 


His  corps  was  carried  downe  aloog  the  lee, 

Whoso  waters  with  his  filthy  blond  it  stayried: 

But  his  blasphemous  head,  that  all  might  see. 

He  pitcbt  npon  a  pole  on  high  ordayned ; 

Where  many  years  it  afterwards  renuviied. 

To  be  a  mirrour  to  all  mighty  men. 

In  whose  rieht  bands  great  power  is  oontaynad, 

That  none  of  them  the  feeble  orer-ren. 

But  alwaies  doe  their  powre  within  ioat  oompasM  pea. 

That  done,  onto  the  castle  he  did  wend. 

In  which  the  Paynims  daughter  did  abide. 

Guarded  of  many  which  did  her  defend : 

Of  whom  be  entrance  soughti  but  was  denide. 

And  with  reprochfi^  blasphemy  defide, 

Beaten  with  stones  downe  from  the  battihnent 

That  be  was  forced  to  withdraw  aside ; 

And  bad  his  servant  Tains  to  invent 

Which  way  he  enter  might  without  endangerment. 

Eftsoones  hia  page  drew  to  the  castle  gate. 
And  with  his  iron  ^e  at  tt  let  flie, 
That  all  tho  warden  it  did  sore  amate. 
The  which  ere-wlule  spake  so  reprocbinlly. 
And  made  them  stoupe,  that  looked  earst  so  hie. 
Yet  still  he  bet  and  bouust  nppon  the  dore. 
And  tbnndred  itokea  theron  so  hideOTUlie, 
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With  Doiso  whereof  the  Isdr  forth  appears 
UppoQ  the  castle  wall  j  aaa.  when  she  saw 
TEi>  daunperous  state  ic  which  she  Btood,  a 
The  ead  effect  of  her  neaie  orertifow; 
And  gao  intr^at  that  iron  man  below 
To  cease  Lis  outrage,  and  him  faire  beaoo^ 
Sitb  neither  foree  of  clones  which  they-  did 
Nor  powr  of  channB.  n  hich  she  Bgainat  him 
Jlight  otherwise  prevoile,  or  make  him  oeoi 

But.  whenaa  vet  she  saw  him  to  proceede 
TJnmoT'd  with  praiers  or  with  pit«oiu  thonj 
She  ment  him  to  eorrupt  with  goodly  meed 
And  cauade  threat  Backes  with  endlesM  lichi 


That  she  might  win  some  time,  thoo^  deal 
Whilest  he  to  gathering  of  the  gold  did  fall 
But  he  wM  nothing  mov'd  nor  tempted  thei 

But  still  continu'd  hi«  assault  the  more. 
And  lavd  on  load  n~ith  his  huge  vron  flaile. 
That  at  the  length  he  has  _iTent  the  dore 
And  made  way  for  his  maistcr  to  assaile : 
Who  being  entred.  nought  did  them  araile 
For  WiRbt  Bfrainst  Ids  (Ktiire  tliemselvcB  to  i 
Each  one  did  flie;  their  hearts  began  to  fail 
And  hid  thcmselres  in  eomers  here  and  the 
And  eke  their  dome  balfe  dead  did  hide  hen 

Iione  they  her  sought,  yet  no  where  could  tt 
That  sure  they  weeu'd  she  was  esMpt  away 
But  TaJus.  that  could  like  s  lime-hound  wm 
And  all  things  secrclfl  wisely  could  bewray. 
At  length  found  out  whereaB  she  hidden  lay 
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Hcraelfe  then  tooke  he  bv  the  nlender  WMt 

In  vune  load  cttIuk,  uid  into  the  flood 

Over  the  cwtle  walTadowne  her  ca«t. 

And  there  her  drowned  in  the  dirty  mud  i 

But  the  atreane  wuht  away  her  gialtT  blood. 

Thereafler  all  that  niuclcf  pelfe  he  tooke^ 

The  spoile  of  peoples  eril  gotten  good. 

The  Tfhich  her  aire  h«d  aorap't  bf  hooke  and  erooke^ 

And  burning  all  to  aaitea  powr'd  it  down  the  brooks- 

And  lastly  all  that  caatle  quite  he  raced. 

Even  from  the  sole  of  his  fouadation. 

And  all  the  hewen  atones  thereof  defarad. 

That  there  mote  be  no  hope  of  reparation. 

Nor  memory  thereof  to  any  nation. 

All  which  wnen  Tains  throughly  had  perfourmed. 

Sir  Arte([a)l  undid  tiie  evil  fiihion, 

And  wicked  customes  of  that  bridge  refourmed : 

'Which  done,  onto  his  former  ioumay  he  retonnied. 

In  which  they  measur'd  mickle  weary  way, 
Till  that  at  length  nigh  to  the  sea  they  drew; 
By  which  as  they  didtravell  on  a  day^ 
IneT  aaw  before  them,  far  m  they  could  vew> 
Full  many  people  gathered  in  a  crew; 
Whose  great  assembly  they  did  much  admint 
For  never  there  the  like  resort  they  knew. 
So  towardes  them  they  coasted,  to  enquire 
What  thing  so  many  notions  met  did  likexe  dennL 

There  they  beheld  a  mighty  (iyant  atand 


With  which  he  boasted  in  his  surquedrie 
That  all  the  world  he  would  weigh  equollie^ 
If  ought  he  had  the  same  to  oounterpoya : 


Yet  was  admired  much  of  fooles,  women,  and  boy>. 

He  sayd  that  he  wonld  all  the  earth  uptake 
And  all  the  sea,  divided  each  from  either: 
So  would  he  of  the  fire  one  ballaunce  m^e. 
And  one  of  th'  ayre,  without  or  wind  or  wetlier ; 
Then  would  he  Sallaunce  heaven  and  hell  togetlier. 
And  all  that  did  within  them  all  contains; 
Of  all  whose  we^fit  iie  would  not  nuaae&fcAmii 
And  looks  what  »arpluB  did  o{eti6iii«nu' 
Be  woald  to  hit  owtte  part  reatore  tha  v. 


For  why,  lie  sayd,  they  all  nnequail  wwre. 
And  had  eiicroched  upon  others  shit  re  t 
like  OB  the  sen  (which  plainc  he  abeired  then 
Had  wome  the  esrth ;  so  did  the  fire  the  a 
So  all  the  rest  did  others  pHrti  umpaire : 
And  BO  were  reahnes  and  nations  run  awry. 
All  which  he  imdcrtooke  for  to  ivpairiB, 
In  sort  aa  they  were  formed  auneientJy ; 
And  all  thines  would  redui-c  "" 

Therefore  the  vulgar  did  abont  him  flocks 

And  cluster  thick  e  unto  his  leasingrs  vtiae  t 

like  fooliEh  flies  about  an  houy-crocke ; 

In  hope  by  him  sreat  benefito  to  g^aine. 

And  uncontrolled  treedome  to  obtaine. 

AU  which  when  Artetcall  did  aee  and  heani. 

How  he  misled  tbi>  simple  peoples  traine. 

In  Bdeignfiill  wiee  he  drew  unto  him  neare. 

And  thus  unto  him  spake,  without  regard  or  fcar« ; 

"  Thou,  that  prcsum'st  to  weigh  the  world  anew. 

And  all  thines  to  an  ecjuall  to  rostore. 

Instead  of  riaht  me  seemej  Rreat  wrong  dost  shew. 

And  far  aboTe  tliy  forces  pitch  to  sore ; 

For,  ere  thou  limit  what  is  iegge  or  more  ^ 

In  every  thing,  tliou  oughtcat  first  to  know 

What  wag  the  pojse  of  eTeiy  part  of  yore : 

And  lookc  then,  how  much  it  doth  overflow 

Or  faile  thereof,  so  moch  is  more  then  iust  to  troir. 

"For  at  the  first  they  all  created  were 

In  noodly  measure  by  their  Makers  might; 

And  uciKhcd  out  in  talLiimoca  iw  iiere, 

That  not  a  dram  was  missing  of  their  right : 

The  earth  was  in  the  middle  centre  pight. 

In  which  it  doth  immoveable  abide, 

Hemd  in  with  waters  like  a  wall  in  sight. 

And  they  with  aire,  that  not  a  drop^^an  slide : 

AI  which  the  heavens  oontaine,  and  in  their  cooraea  i 

'Such  heavenly  iustice  doth  among  them  raine, 
^Diat  every  one  doe  know  their  certaine  bound ; 
In  which  they  doe  these  many  yearea  remaine. 
And  mongst  them  al  no  change  hath  yet  beens  foniu 
But  if  thou  now  shouldst  weigh  them  new  in  pound. 
We  are  not  sure  they  would  so  long  remaine : 
Al)  change  is  periUoua,  Bi\d  tA  cXiKtroce^uiKiaad. 
Tberetan  leave  oiElow^\iVWmiiiw0i:ws, 
2^  we  may  be  aaaui'i  ifaej  iWili,\iisoi  ecwrw  w«i 
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"  Thou  foolishc  elfe.*'  said  tlien  the  gyant  wroth*  37 

**  Secst  not  how  badly  all  things  present  bee^ 

And  each  estate  quite  out  of  order  gothP 

The  sea  itselfe  doest  thou  not  plainely  see 

!Encroch  uppon  the  land  there  under  theeP 

And  th'  earth  itselfe  how  daily,  its  increast, 

By  all  that  dyinff  to  it  tumea  beP 

Were  it  not  good  that  wrong  were  then  snroeast* 

And  from  the  most  that  some  were  given  to  the  least  P 

"  Therefore  I  will  throw  downe  these  mofintaiiiB  hie*        38 

And  make  them  levell  with  the  lowly  plaine, 

These  towring  rocks,  which  reach  unto  the  skie, 

I  will  thrust  downe  into  the  deepest  maine. 

And,  as  they  were,  them  eaualize  againe. 

Tyrants,  that  make  men  subiect  to  their  law, 

I  will  suppresse,  that  they  no  more  may  raine; 

And  loraings  curbe  that  commons  over-aw ; 

And  all  the  wealth  of  rich  men  to  the  poore  will  draw.** 

"  Of  things  unseene  how  canst  thou  deeme  aright,"  39 

Then  answered  the  righteous  Artegall, 

"  Sith  thou  misdeem'st  so  much  of  things  in  sight  P 

What  though  the  sea  with  waves  continuall 

Doe  eate  the  earth,  it  is  no  more  at  all ; 

Ne  is  the  earth  the  lesse,  or  loseth  ought : 

For  whatsoever  from  one  place  doth  fall 

Is  with  the  tyde  unto  another  brought : 

For  there  is  nothing  lost,  that  may  be  found  if  sought. 

"  Likewise  the  earth  is  not  augmented  more  40 

By  all  that  dying  into  it  doe  fade ; 

For  of  the  earth  they  formed  were  of  vore : 

However  gay  their  blossome  or  their  olade 

Doe  flourish  now,  tiie^  into  dust  shall  vade. 

What  wrong  then  is  it  if  that  when  they  die 

The^  tume  to  that  whereof  they  first  were  madeP 

All  m  the  powre  of  their  creat  Maker  lie : 

All  creatures  must  obey  uie  voice  of  the  Most  Hie. 

"  They  live,  they  die,  like  as  He  doth  ordaine,  41 

X^e  ever  any  asketh  reason  why. 

The  hils  doe  not  the  lowlv  dales  disdaine ; 

The  dales  doe  not  the  lofty  hils  envy. 

He  maketh  kin^  to  sit  in  soverain^; 

He  maketh  subiects  to  their  powre  obayi 

He  pulleth  downa  He  settetn  up  on  \iy ; 

He  gives  to  this,  irom  that  He  takes  tiiWvy*. 

For  all  we  bare  is  Hia :  what  He  VaX  doe,'H.eTaKj* 
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Se  ■D.T  may  Hia  Kovereini?  power  ahonne, 

St  loose  Ihat  He  hath  bouod  n-itL  sted^st  band ; 

In  Taiiie  therefore  doeat  thou  now  take  in  Eand 

To  caU  to  count,  or  weich  His  workes  aaew, 

Whoae  counseb  depth  tliou  csnet  not  imderBtaiid ; 

Sitli  of  things  sahieot  to  thy  daily  v^ 

T^aa.  doest  not  know  the  caiises  aoi  iixeir  cotmes  d 

"Fct  take  thy  ballauDce,  if  thoa  be  bo  wise, 
Aitd  weich  the  winde  that  under  heaTon  d<^  blow. 
Or  weigh  t}ie  tight  Ihat  in  the  east  dolh  rise ; 
Or  weigh  the  thought  thot  from  mans  mind  doth  fie 
Bat  if  the  weight  of  these  thou  eanst  not  ahoir, 
WeiA  but  one  word  which  from  thy  lip8  doUt  &U ; 
For  now  canst  thoa  those  greater  Eecrels  know. 
That  doest  not  knov  the  least  thine  of  them  all  ? 
HI  can  he  rule  the  great  that  eanuoi  reach  the  ihmII 

Therewith  the  gyant  much  abashed  saj-d 
Tluit  be  of  little  things  made  reckoning  liffht; 
Yet  the  least  word  that  ever  could  be  uijd 
Within  his  ballnunce  he  could  way  Bright. 
"Which  is,"  aaid  he,  "  more  heaTT  then  in  weighs 
The  right  or  wrong,  the  false  or  else  the  trewF" 
He  answered  that  he  would  try  it  streight : 
So  he  the  words  inU)  his  ballaonce  threwi 
Sat  streight  the  winged  words  out  of  his  baUwmce  I 


d  BO  first,  and  then  the  false  he  It 


"Now  take  the  right  likewise,"  said  Artegale, 
"And  connterpeise  the  some  with  so  much  wrong," 
So  first  the  right  he  put  into  one  scale ; 
And  then  the  gyant  strove  with  puissance  strong 
To  fill  the  other  scale  with  so  much  wrong: 
But  aU  ihe  wrongs  that  he  therein  could  lay 
Uight  not  it  peiae ;  yet  did  he  labour  long, 
Anaiwat,  Bndchwir4,aii4ti»veieieT3  -w*.!-. 
Ifet  all  liie  WTonga  coiii  mA.  4'^i'iiB  ■r\(^^  4a-wna -«« 


Which  when  he  ci 
'   And  almost  would  _ _ 

Bat  Artegall  him  furelr  ean  SHWRge, 
,  And  said.  "  Be  not  npoii  thy  h&Unoe  VToken ; 
'  For  they  do  nought  but  right  or  wrong  betokeD ; 

But  in  Uie  mind  the  doome  of  right  must  bee  1 


Ar"l  iudge,  whether  with  tmt^  or  f&lidkood  they  agne. 

"  But  set  the  truth  and  set  the  right  aiide,  48 

For  the;  with  wrong  or  ftdshood  wiU  not  far^ 
'     And  pat  two  wrongB  together  to  he  trid«. 
Or  eUe  two  falses,  of  each  eqnal  share, 
And  then  blether  doe  them  both  comparei 
For  truth  ii  one,  and  ri^ht  ia  ever  one. 
So  did  he ;  and  then  plaine  it  did  appears, 
Whether  of  them  the  (neater  were  attone: 
But  right  sat  in  the  nuddeat  of  the  beame  alone. 

Bat  he  the  ri^ht  from  thence  did  thnut  aw^r;  49 

For  it  waa  not  the  right  which  he  did  leeke : 

But  rather  stroTe  extremitjea  to  waj, 

Th'  one  to  diminish,  th'  other  for  to  eehe : 

For  of  the  meane  he  Kreatly  did  mialeeke. 

Whom  when  bo  lewdly  minded  Talus  found. 

Approaching  nigh  unto  him  cheeke  by  cheeLe, 

He  ahooldered  huu  from  off  the  hig:her  ground. 

And  down  the  rock  him  throwing  in  the  sea  him  dronnd. 

Like  as  a  ship,  whom  craell  tempest  diirei  50 

Upon  a  rocke  with  horrible  dismay. 

Her  shattered  ribs  in  thousand  peecM  nre* 

And  spoyling  all  her  gearea  and  goodly  ray 

Does  make  heraelfe  misfortunes  piteous  pray : 

So  downe  the  cliffe  the  wretched  gjant  tumbled  i 

Hie  battred  ballances  in  peecee  lay. 

His  timbered  bones  all  broken  rudely  rumbled: 

So  was  the  high-aapyring  with  huge  mine  humbled. 

That  when  the  people,  which  bad  there  about  SI 

Long  wayted,  saw  bis  sudden  desolation, 
Ther  gan  to  gather  in  tumultuous  rout. 
Ana  mutiniug  to  stirre  up  civill  faction 
For  certaine  losse  of  so  CTcat  expectation  t 
For  well  they  hoped  to  Eare  pA  gteat  goodi 
And  wondrous  riches  by  his  moovation-. 
There/ore  retolriag  to  rerenge  his  blood, 
^ej  rote  in  annes,  and  all  in  battdl  oner  abocA. 
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"Whicli  lawlpBBe  multitude  bim  pommiiis  to 

In  wurlike  irise  when  ArtcgaU  did  tow. 

Be  much  was  troubled,  ne  wist  what  to  i~. 

Tot  loth  he  wg£  his  noble  Lands  t'emhrew 

In  th-e  base  blood  of  auuh  a  rasrall  or^w  ; 

And  otberwiBp,  if  that  he  ghould  retire,  *^ 

He  fear'd  lest  Ihey  vritb  shamp  wonld  hin  pattew 

Tlierefore  he  Talus  to  them  sent  t'  inquire 

Hie  muse  of  their  array,  and  truee  for  to  desin^ 

Bat  toono  an  thev  him  nigh  approchin?  spide. 

They  pan  with  all  their  weapons  him  assay. 

Ana  rudely  atroke  at  him  on  every  aide; 

Tet  bought  tlioy  eoiiid  him  hurt,  ne  ought  dismay; 

But  when  at  them  he  n-ith  bi«  flaile  ma  1^, 

He  lite  a  swarm  of  flyes  iheni  overtbreit! 

Ne  any  of  tbem  durst  come  in  his  way. 

But  here  and  there  before  his  presenee  flew. 

And  hid  themselves  in  holes  and  bushes  fiv>m  hi*  i 

At  when  a  fanlcon  hath  with  ntmble  flight 

Flowne  at  a  flusli  of  dueka  foreby  the  brooke. 
The  trembling  foule  dismayd  with  dreadfull  aigbt 
Of  death,  the  which  them  almost  orertooke, 
Doe  hide  themselves  from  her  astonying-  looke 
Amongst  the  flags  and  covert  round  about. 
"When  Talus  aaw  they  all  the  field  forsooke. 
And  none  appear'd  of  all  that  raakall  rout. 
To  Artegall  he  tiau'd  and  went  with  him  throog-bc 


The  sponulsoffnir*  Florimell, 

Where  turaey  muij  knighls: 

There  Briv^ochio  is  uncu'd 


Attbb  long  alonnes  and  tempests  orer-blowno 
The  Bunne  at  length  his  ioyous  face  doth  cleare: 
So  whenas  fortune  all  her  ^pight  hath  showne. 
Some  bliBfull  bourea  at  last  must  necdes  appesre ; 
Else  should  afflicted  ivig!ht»  oft-times  despeire. 
80  comes  it  now  to  Florimell  bv  toume, 
After  long  sorrowea  suffeTcd  wViTjltate, 
Jn  which  captiv'd  she  Ttiany  tnoiie^ii*  Siiiwram^, 
To  Uat  of  ioy,  and  to  wont  p\eaB«tcs  \i  xelo-ime 
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being  ireed  from  Proteoi  cmell  buid  S 

!armell  was  unto  him  affide, 

jy  liim  brought  againe  to  Faerie  I^nd ; 

■e  he  her  spoue'd,  and  made  hu  io.vouB  bride. 

ime  and  place  was  blitzed  farre  and  wide, 

(olenme  ieastea  and  giiurta  ordain'd  thenifora  t 

hich  there  did  resort  from  every  iide 

rds  and  ladies  infinite  ereat  ftore ; 

ly  knight  was  absent  that  brave  ooonge  bor*. 

U  the  glorie  of  the  feast  that  day,  S 

coodly  service,  the  derioefull  ughtB, 

>rideKroineg  state,  the  brides  moet  rich  anty, 

iride  of  ladies,  and  the  worth  of  knights, 

■oyall  banquets,  and  the  rare  delights, 

\  worke  fit  for  an  hcranld,  not  for  me  i 

or  so  much  aa  to  my  lot  here  liglifs. 

with  this  present  treatise  doth  agree, 

vertue  to  advance,  shall  here  recounted  beo. 

□  all  men  bad  with  full  satietie  4 

eat«B  and  drinkes  their  appetites  sufGz'd, 
?edc8  of  annes  and  prooie  of  cheralrie 
gan  themaclvee  addresse,  full  rich  aguiz'd, 
icn  one  hnd  his  furnitures  deviz'd. 
Unit  of  all  isau'd  Sir  Marincll, 
nith  him  siic  knights  more,  which  enterpris'd 
lalenge  all  in  right  of  Florimell, 
to  maintaine  that  she  all  others  did  exceU. 

Srat  of  them  was  bight  Sir  Orimont,  6 

ble  knight,  and  tride  in  hard  assayea : 

lecond  bad  to  name  Sir  Bellisoot, 

locond  unto  none  in  prowesse  ^rayse: 

ihird  was  Bninell,  famous  in  his  dayes : 

Pourtb  Gcastor,  of  exceeding  might : 

fift  Anncddan,  skild  in  lovely  Uyes ; 

iixt  was  Lansack.  a  redoubted  knight : 

iie  well  seene  in  armes,  and  proVd  in  many  S  fiffht. 

them  against  came  all  that  list  to  ginst,  6 

t  every  coast  and  countrie  under  sunne : 

I  was  debard,  but  all  had  leave  that  lust. 

trompeta  sound  ;  then  all  together  ronne. 

many  deeds  of  annes  that  day  were  donne : 

many  knights  unhorst,  and  many  wovuxdeo, 

irtunc  fell;  yet  Jittie  Jost  or  wouaev 

■JI  that  day  the  gpcatest  proyse  cedcniiide&. 

■uinell,  who»eaam.e  tbe  heraldt  load  TCBoaBAfti. 
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1 


Tti?  second  day.  bo  eoone  as  marrow  light 
Appear'd  in  heavGn.  into  the  field  thoy  cm 
And  there  all  day  contmew'd  crucU  fight. 
With  divers  fortune  fit  for  such  a  d^ine, 
In  which  all  strove  with  peril!  to  wiimo  fame  ; 
Yet  whether  side  wm  victor  note  be  ghoat : 
Bat  Bt  the  lagt  the  trompets  did  prockme 


^e  third  da;  came,  that  Bhonld  due  tryall  lead 

Of  all  the  rest;  and  then  this  warlike  crew 

Together  met,  of  all  to  make  an  end. 

l^ere  Marindl  great  deeds  of  armes  did  diaw; 

And  throogli  the  thickest  like  a  Ivon  flew, 

Baahing  off  helmea,  and  ryving  pl&t««  asonder  i 

That  every  one  hia  daunger  did  eschew: 

Bo  terribly  his  dreadfull  strokes  did  thonder, 

Ibat  all  men  Btood  emaz'd,  and  at  hia  might  did  WOD' 

Sat  what  on  earth  can  alwaiea  happie  aland? 
The  greater  prowesse  greater  ptrila  find. 
So  farre  he  past  amongst  his  enemies  bond, 
That  they  have  him  enclosed  so  behind. 
As  by  no  meanea  he  can  himselfe  outwind: 
And  now  perforce  they  have  him  prisoner  taken; 
And  now  they  doe  with  captive  bands  him  bind  ; 
And  now  they  lead  him  hence,  of  all  forsaken, 
Unlesse  some  eaccour  had  in  time  him  overtaken. 

It  fortun'd  whylcst  ther  were  liiuB  ill  beset. 

Sir  Artegall  into  the  tilt-yard  came, 

"Witii  Braggadocliio.  whom  he  lately  met 

TTpon  the  way  with  that  hia  snowy  dame: 

Where  when  ho  understood  by  common  fante. 

What  evil  hap  to  Marinell  betid, 

He  much  was  mov'd  at  so  unworthie  shame. 


So  forth  he  went,  and  soone  them  ovcrhent, 
Where  they  were  leading  Marinell  away; 
Whom  he  aasayld  with  dreadlesse  hardiment. 
And  fomt  the  burden  of  their  priie  to  stay. 
They  were  an  hundred  knights  of  that  array  j 
Of  which  th"  one  halfe  upon  himselfe  did  set. 
The  other  Btajdbo\»iii\o  ^liftievTts-- 
But  he  ere  long  ftie  Inr"  "  '^'^-^-• 
And  from  tlie  <rtlwT  ^ 
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So  backe  he  brought  Sir  Marinell  againe ;  12 

Whom  having  quickly  arm'd  againe  anew^ 

They  both  together  io3med  mi^t  and  ]iiauie» 

To  set  afresh  on  all  the  other  crew: 

Whom  with  sore  havocke  soone  th^y  orerthreWt 

And  chased  quite  out  of  the  field,  tioat  none 

Against  them  durst  his  head  to  perill  shew. 

So  were  they  left  lords  of  the  field  alone : 

So  Marinell  by  him  was  rescn'd  firom  his  fone. 

Which  when  he  had  perform'd,  then  backe  againe  13 

To  Braggadochio  did  his  shield  restore: 

Who  all  this  while  behind  him  did  remaine. 

Keeping  there  close  with  him  in  pretiona  store 

That  his  false  ladie,  as  ye  heard  afore. 

Then  did  the  trompets  sound,  and  iudges  rose, 

And  all  these  knights,  which  that  day  armour  bore, 

Came  to  the  open  hall  to  listen  whose 

The  honour  oi  the  prize  should  be  adiudged  by  those. 

And  thether  also  came  in  open  sight  14 

Fayre  Florimell  into  the  common  hall. 

To  greet  his  ^erdon  unto  every  knight, 

And  best  to  him  to  whom  the  best  should  fall. 

Then  for  that  stranger  knight  they  loud  did  call. 

To  whom  that  day  they  should  the  girlond  yield; 

Who  came  not  forth :  out  for  Sir  Artegall 

Came  Braggadochio,  and  did  shew  his  shield. 

Which  bore  the  sunne  brode  blazed  in  a  golden  field. 

The  sight  whereof  did  all  with  gladnesse  fill :  15 

So  un&  him  they  did  addeeme  the  prise 

Of  all  that  trvumph.    Then  the  trompets  shrill 

Don  Braggadochios  name  resounded  thrise : 

So  courage  lent  a  cloke  to  cowardise : 

And  then  to  him  came  fayrest  Florimell, 

And  goodly  gan  to  greete  his  brave  emprise. 

And  thousand  thankes  him  yeeld,  that  had  so  well 

Approv'd  that  day  that  she  all  others  did  excelL 

To  whom  the  boaster,  that  all  kniffhts  did  blot,  16 

With  proud  disdainc  did  scomefuD  answere  make. 

That  what  he  did  that  day,  he  did  it  not 

For  her,  but  for  his  owne  deare  ladies  sake. 

Whom  on  his  perill  he  did  undertake 

Both  her  and  eke  all  others  to  excell : 

And  further  did  uncomely  speachea  crake. 

Much  did  his  words  the  gentle  ladie  qjan^ 

And  tam'd  aside  for  siuime  to  heare  wbait  Y^  ^j3l  V^ 
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With  grent  amazement  Uie.r  irpre  stupefide ; 

And  said,  tlial  surely  Floriiae!!  il  itbs. 

Or  if  it  were  not  Floriniell  so  tride, 

Thnt  Florimell  hereelfe  siie  then  'id  pas. 

So  feeble  skill  of  perfect  things  tu.^  vulgar  has. 

Which  ^lienos  Marioell  beheld  libe^se. 
He  was  therewith  eiceedingl;  dinsB^d ; 
!Ne  ViTBt  he  what  to  thinke.  or  to  deviBe : 
Bnt,  like  as  one  whom  feeada  had  made  afintyd. 
He  long  estouiaht  stood,  ne  ought  he  saj-d, 
Xe  ougQt  he  did.  hut  vith  fast  fixed  eies 
He  gazed  still  npoa  that  snowy  inard. 
WTiom  ever  as  lie  did  thf  more  aviie. 
The  more  to  be  true  Ftorimell  he  did  e 


1 


As  when  two  sunnes  appeare  in  th'  azure  skje. 

Mounted  iti  Pliu'lius  cuari't  ficrio  bright. 

Both  darlinK  forth  faire  beamcB  to  each  mans  oye^ 

And  lioth  adorn'd  with  lampes  of  flaming  light ; 

All  that  behold  so  strniigp  prodigious  sight, 

Kot  knowina  nnlureg  norke,  nor  what  to  weene. 

Are  rapt  witli  wonder  and  with  rare  affright. 

So  stood  Sir  Slarinell  when  he  had  seene 

The  Bemblant  of  this  false  b;  hie  f&ire  beaaties 

All  which  when  ArtcgalL  who  all  this  while 
Stoiid  in  tho  prcnsac  c!n?c  rovrrccl.  weli  adrcwed. 


That  hast  with  bornmcd  |)lumc;H  tliyacife  endcwed. 

And  othiTS  worth  with  leasings  doest  deface 

When  thej-  arc  all  reator'd  thou  ahalt  rest  in  diagncvw 

"  That  shield,  whieh  thou  doest  beare,  was  it  indeed 

Which  this  dayes  honour  sav'd  to  Marinell ; 

But  not  that  armc.  nor  thou  the  man  I  reed. 

Which  didst  that  Bervice  unto  Florimell ; 

For  proofe  shew  forth  thy  sword,  and  let  it  tcU 

What  strokes,  what  drcadfuU  stoure,  it  Btird  thin  dv^ 

Or  ahew  the  woviii4B'wti';\i.\m\o'i««\ii4feU.; 

Or  shew  the  a'xeaVwWbw\iicV'iiiOMSiiisA»»t^ 

Soeharpe»batWiii,ttwrt»oiME3  eaiiisnaq. 
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"  But  this  the  BivordwhicliiTrouKhtthaaecraellltoimcls,   2 

And  thia  the  arrae  the  which  that  ihield  did  beare, 

And  these  the  signs,"  (so  shewed  forth  his  wounds,) 

"  Sy  which  that  glorie  gotten  doth  appears. 

As  for  tliis  ladie,  which  ne  sheweth  here, 

la  not  (I  wBger)  Florimell  at  all ; 

But  some  farre  fraaion,  fit  for  such  a  fere. 

That  by  misfortuDe  in  his  hand  did  fall." 

For  proofa  whereof  he  bad  them  Florimell  forth  calL 

So  forth  the  noble  Udie  was  fbrought,  S 

Adom'd  with  honor  and  all  comely  graoe: 

Whereto  her  bashfull  shamefastnesse  ywrooght 

A  great  increase  in  her  faire  hlnshing  face ; 

As  rosea  did  with  liUies  interlace : 

For  of  those  words,  the  which  that  boaatOT  threw. 

She  inly  yet  conceived  great  diimoe: 

Whom  wlienas  all  the  people  anch  did  Tew, 

They  shouted  loud,  and  signea  of  gladneue  all  did  shew. 


Of  both  their  beauties  to  make  pi 

And  triall,  whether  should  the  honor  get. 

Strcightway,  bo  aoono  Ha  both  together  met, 

Th'  enchauntcd  daitizell  vanisht  into  nought  i 

Her  snowy  substance  melted  aa  with  heat, 

He  of  that  goodly  hew  remayned  ought, 

But  th'  emptio  girdle  which  about  her  wast  was  wroi 

As  wlien  the  daughter  of  Thaumantea  fairs 

Hath  in  a  watry  cloud  displayed  wide 

Her  goodly  bow,  which  paints  the  liquid  ayret 

That  all  men  wonder  at  her  colouiB_pride ; 

All  suddenly,  ere  one  can  looke  asiae, 

The  glorioua  picture  vaniabelh  aw^, 

Ne  any  token  doth  thereof  abide: 

So  did  this  ladies  goodly  forme  deca^. 

And  into  Dothing  goe,  ere  one  could  it  bewray. 

'Which  whcnas  all  that  present  were  beheld, 
They  striclicn  were  with  great  astonishment. 
And  their  faint  harts  with  acnselesse  horrour  qoeld, 
To  see  the  thing,  that  soom'd  so  excellent. 
Bo  stolen  from  tlieir  fancies  wonderment; 
That  what  of  it  became  none  understood: 
And  Braggadocbjo  aelie  with  dreriment 
So  daunted  was  in  big  despeyring  mood, 
72iat  like  » liUhaae  oone  unmoTeable  ha  ibood. 
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I  Arlfcnll  that  golden  belt  uptooke, 

\i  of  idl  her  apoyle  TM  onely  left  j 
lich  iras  not  hers,  as  many  it  mbtooke, 
I  FlorimellB  owne  girdle,  from  her  reft 
|i1e  8hc  WHS  Ityin);.  like  a  weory  weft, 

n  that  foule  raODBter  whicli  did  her  compell 
nmrill?  ^(reat ;  which  he  unbuckling  ell 
ieuted  to  iho  fayrest  FlorimcU; 
0  rouud  ubout  her  tender  wast  it  fitted  weD, 

Jl  many  ladies  oltea  had  assayd 
(ut  thi'ir  iiiiddks  that  faire  belt  to  knit ; 
y  a  one  suppos'd  to  he  a  msyd : 
none  of  all  llieir  loynes  would  fit, 
I  Florimell  about  her  fastned  it. 
Ill  poMcr  it  had,  that  to  no  womana  wa«t 
\ili  or  labour  it  would  Ht, 
h:it  she  were  continent  and  ehast; 
uld  lose  or  hreoke,  that  many  had  disgraat 


IK-  then  befeU, 

t  preiisse  of  people  cun«. 

1  Indi  ho  bad  stoino,  to  clamoi 
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'^liich  Artegall  well  hearing,  (tboo^b  no  tnore 
By  law  of  armeB  there  neede  one«  n^ht  to  trie, 
Jui  was  the  wont  ofnarlike  koights  of  yora. 
Then  that  his  foe  should  him  the  field  aenie,) 
Yet  further  right  by  tokens  to  descrie, 

^  He  askt.  wbst  privie  tokens  he  did  beare. 
"  If  that,"  said  Guyon,  "  may  you  satisfie, 
"Within  Ilia  moulh  ■  blacke  spot  doth  appeare, 

■  Shapt  hke  a  horaea  shoe,  who  Uat  to  leelte  it  there." 

Whereof  to  malie  due  tryoll  one  did  take 

The  horac  in  hand  within  his  mouth  to  looks : 

But  with  his  lieeles  ao  aorely  he  him  atrake. 

That  all  hia  ribs  he  quite  in  peecea  broke. 

That  never  word  from  that  day  forth  he  apoke. 

Another,  that  would  seeme  to  have  more  wit, 

Hiro  by  tlie  briribt  embrodered  hedstoU  tooke : 

But  by  the  shoulder  him  ao  sore  he  bit. 

That  he  iiim  m:iyined  quite,  and  all  hia  ahoulder  aplit. 

I4e  he  his  mouth  would  open  unto  wight, 
Untill  that  Guyon  selfe  unto  him  epake. 
And  called  Brigadore,  (so  was  he  hight,) 
Whose  voice  so  aoone  aa  he  did  undertake, 
J^nsoones  he  stood  as  still  as  auy  stake. 
And  suffred  aJl  hia  secret  marlte  to  see; 
And,  whenas  he  him  nam'd,  for  ioy  he  Drake 
His  bands,  and  folluw'd  him  with  gkdfuU  glee, 
Ajid  friskt.  and  fion^t  aloft,  and  louted  low  on  knee. 

Thereby  Sir  Artegall  did  plaino  nreed. 

That  unto  him  the  horse  belong'd ;  and  aayd, 

"  Lo  there.  Sir  Guyon,  take  to  you  the  steed, 

As  he  with  golden  saddle  is  erayd ; 

And  let  that  losell,  plainely  now  displayd, 

Hi'nce  fare  on  foot,  till  ho  an  horee  nave  gaynod." 

But  the  proud  boaster  gun  his  doome  upbrayd. 

And  him  revii'd,  and  rated,  and  diadayned. 

That  iudgement  no  uniust  against  him  hod  ordayncd. 

Jliich  was  tlio  knicbt  incenat  with  his  lewd  word. 
To  have  revericed  that  his  villeny  ; 
And  thrice  did  lay  hia  band  upon  hia  aword. 
To  have  him  aloiue,  or  dcarely  doen  aby ; 
But  Guyon  did  his  cboler  pacify, 
Saying,  "  Sir  knight,  it  would  dishonour  bee 
To  you  that  are  our  iudge  of  equity, 
Tf  trreake  your  wrath  on  sach  a  carlo  u  \iee  i 
JiMpaoiMbiaeat  enough  that  all  his  ahuae  doa  ven^ 


So  did  he  mitimt«  Sir  Artendl ; 

Bat  TaluB  by  tlie  buke  the  Doaster  bent. 

And  drawiae  him  out  of  the  npea  hsii 

Upon  him  did  iiiflic^t  this  punUhitient: 

'Firtt  he  Uis  beard  did  slinvs.  Bud  Fowly  aheat: 

Then  Trom  him  reft  hia  shiLjld.  and  it  renverst. 

And  blotted  out  hiu  armes  iritb  TalshocMl  bl^nt; 

And  him^clfe  b&Quld.  and  his  anaca  unberat ; 

And  broke  his  sn-urd  in  twaine,  and  all  his  lUTa 

The  irbilea  lua  guilcfull  UTOome  was  fied  an-a;  j 

Bat  raine  it  was  to  thinke  from  him  to  die : 

"Who  overtaking  biin  did  disaray, 

And  all  hia  Face  deform'd  mth  infamie 

And  out  of  eourt  bim  scourf^  openly. 

60  ought  ail  fartours,  that  true  knighthood  sha 

And  arrneg  dishonour  with  base  riUanie, 

From  all  hrave  knighta  he  haniaht  wilh  defame 

For  oft  tlieir  lewduoss  blottelh  Rood  doserta  wi 

Jfow  when  these  rounterfeits  wore  thus  uacaae< 
Out  of  the  foreside  of  (lieir  forgerie. 
And  in  the  eifiht  of  nil  men  cleane  dUgraced, 
A))  gan  to  ii'St  and  gibe  full  merilie 
At  the  remembrance  of  (hi'ir  knaverie: 
Ladies  can  laugh  at  ladies,  knights  at  knights. 
To  tliioke  with  how  great  vaunt  of  braverie 
He  them  abused  Ibrougb  bis  aubtill  slights. 
And  ivbat  a  glorious  shew  he  made  in  all  their  1 

There  leave  we  them  in  pleasure  and  reuaat. 
Spendiup  their  ioyous  dayes  and  gladful  nighta. 
And  taking  usurie  of  time  forepast. 
With  all  deare  deliees  and  rare  delights. 
Fit  for  Buch  ladies  and  such  lovely  knights ; 
And  ttirne  we  here  to  this  faire  fiirrones  end 
Our  wearie  yokes,  to  giithfr  fresher  sprighta. 
That,  whenas  time  to  ArteKiill  shiill  tend. 
We  on  his  first  adventure  may  him  forward  sen 
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AHdgili  dulalh  right  betwixt 
I've  bretlirea  tlmt  do*  nrii»  < 

8mv«  Tei^Di  from  the  gmllov  trsB, 
And  doUi  Avm  deaUi  nprirt. 


Whoso  upon  liimselfe  will  take  &e  skill 
True  iuatiue  unto  people  to  diTida, 
Hod  need  hare  miglitie  Iiands  for  to  fulfill 
That  H'liicli  he  dotu  with  rit{hteoua  doome  decide, 
Aud  for  Ui  maieU'r  ^loag  and  puUaant  pride : 
For  Tuinc  it  ia  to  decme  of  tilings  aright, 
'  And  maki'S  nrona  doers  iustice  to  deride, 
ITnlesae  it  be  pevform'd  with  dreadlesae  might : 
For  ponre  ie  the  right  lumd  of  iusttce  truely  hight. 

Therefore  whytome  W  knights  of  great  emprise 
The  churi;e  ol  iustice  given  vras  in  trust. 
That  tliey  iiiii;lit  execute  her  iudgemente  wise. 
And  witli  thi'ir  mih-'lit  beat  downe  licentious  lu^t, 
"Whii/h  proudly  did  iinpugne  her  sentence  iuat ; 
■Whi'n-of  no  braver  president  this  day 
Itomuiiies  on  earth,  preserv'd  Irom  yron  rust 
Of  rude  oblivion  and  lonft  times  decay. 
Then  this  of  Artegall,  which  here  we  have  to  say. 


Bold  Marincli  witii  Florimell  the  fayre. 

With  n  bom  ureal  fi'ast  and  goodly  glee  he  fond, 

Departed  from  the  castle  of  the  strond 

To  follow  his  adventures  first  intent, 

'Whieb  long  anoe  he  taken  had  in  hon<l : 

T^e  wight  with  liim  for  his  assiatanee  went. 

But  tluit  great  yron  groome,  liis  ganl  and  govemincnt ; 

With  whom,  as  he  did  paiae  by  the  aea-ahore,  4! 

He  ebauiiBt  to  come  wlu'reas  two  comely  squires, 
Both  brethren  whom  one  wombe  together  Dore, 
But  stirred  up  with  different  desires. 
Together  strove,  and  kindled  wrathful]  fires : 
And  them  beside  two  seemely  damwls  stood, 
Bv  all  meanes  seeking  to  osswage  their  ires, 
Jioir  with  Aire  wonig ;  but  words  did  Uttls  EM>A.*i    \.'awi»* 
jfoinritbghaipe  threat*;  kutthreatathemoceuccetaX.'^'^' 
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And  ihere  bcfori'  tliem  HtoixJ  a  cofler  etrong 
Fiifl  lioiind  on  evfry  "irf'-'  witii  iron  bands, 
Bi»  Bpi'iiiiiii;  lo  liave  sulTred  mipkle  wrong, 
Kiiiior  by  bi-iiig  wrockt  uppon  the  Bonds, 
Or  lu'inL'  pnrripd  fiirre  from  forrainp  lands: 
Swni'd  ilial  for  it  Ihenc  aqnires  at  oda  did  fall, 
And  bent  attaiiist  theiiisplreg  their  cruell  hands: 
JJiil  pvi'rnifire  tiioee  danizelB  did  foreataU 
'J'liL-ir  furious  enuouuttr,  iind  their  fiercenease  palL 

Eiit  firmplj- llxt  they  were  TTitli  dint  of  nword 

And  liiiltiilli'H  doiiblfull  proofe  their  rights  toby! 

Ke  otlicr  end  flieir  ftiry  would  afford, 

But  mIlhi  (o  them  fnrtunc  would  iuafifv: 

So  sloi'd  {hey  both  in  rpadioeBSp  Uipreby 

Tn  ioynp  ibp  conibofe  willi  cruell  intent: 

AVlien  ArlcKoll  arriving  Imopilj- 

T)id  Btay  awliile  Iheir  greedy  bitlcTment, 

Till  lie  littil  qucalioned  the  cauBe  of  their  dissent. 
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*'  31ie,  seoinit  then  hereelfe  forsfJcen  so, 
3?hrougli  dolorous  desnaire  which,  the  oonoeyTed, 
Sato  tae  aea  hereelfe  did  hsadloog  tlirow, 
^hinkiog  to  bare  her  griefs  b^  death  bareaved; 
But  see  how  much  her  purpose  was  deceived  1 
Svhileat  thus,  amidst  the  billowes  besCiDS  of  hsr, 

•  Twilt  life  aad  death  loan  to  and  fro  aha  wearod, 

*  She  chaunsC  uQwares  to  Tight  upoa  this  coffer, 
"Which  to  her  ia  that  dauuger  hope  of  life  did  oHer. 

"  The  wretched  mayd,  tliat  earet  desir'd  to  die, 
i  Whenas  the  paine  of  deatli  she  tasted  liad, 
■!  And  but  halfe  seene  his  u-^ly  visaomie, 
Gan  to  repeat  that  she  biM  beeao  so  mad 
For  any  death  to  chaun^  life,  though  most  bad: 
And  cat^hinic  liold  of  tins  eea-boateu  chest, 
(Tlie  lucky  p.vlot  of  her  passage  sad,) 
After  long  tossing  in  the  seas  distrest, 
Her  weary  barke  at  last  uppon  mine  isle  did  rest. 

"  Wliere  I  by  chaunce  then  wandrjng  on  the  shore 

!Did  her  espv.  and  tlirough  my  good  eadevour 

From  drt'udfull  mouth  of  death,  which  threatnod  sor, 

Her  to  liarc  swatlow'd  up,  did  helps  to  save  licr. 

She  then,  in  reeompence  of  that  great  favour, 

Wliioh  I  on  luT  bi'Stowd,  bestowed  on  mo 

Tlie  iwrtioD  of  tliat  cood  which  fortune  gave  her, 

Tii^'i'ther  with  heraolfe  in  dowry  free; 

Bjth  goodly  portions,  but  of  both  the  better  she. 

"  Yi't  in  this  coffer  which  she  with  her  bnmght 
Great  threasure  sithcnce  ws  did  liude  contaiusd; 
"Whifli  as  our  owne  wo  looko,  and  so  it  thousUt ; 
But  this  same  other  damzcll  sines  hath  foiued 
Tliat  to  heraelfe  that  thrcaaure  appertained ; 
And  ihut  she  did  transport  tlie  same  by  sea. 
To  brinii  it  to  jier  husband  new  onlaiusd. 
Hut  siiffrcd  crut'll  sbipwracko  by  the  way  j 
But,  whether  it  be  ao  or  no,  I  cannot  say. 

"  But.  whether  it  indeede  be  so  or  ao, 
Tlii.4  doe  I  say,  that  whatso  good  or  ill 
Or  (iod,  or  fortune,  unio  me  did  throw, 

iXot  wron sting  any  other  hv  my  will.) 
hold  mine  owne,  and  so  will  hold  it  still. 
And  though  my  land  he  firit  did  winno  away. 
And  then  my  love,  (thougli  now  it  little  slulli) 
Yet  m,r  good  hake  be  Bhail  not  likewise  pr&yi 
JJac  I  will  it  defead  wliilii  ever  that  1  m^. 
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Eajd,  llie  .vouniter  did  ensow  ; 
>  ii  i.-i  nliulBo  about  Our  land 

r  Ifj-.-  ili'cliired  iiath  to  you: 

I      ■ :  -  i.ls  twixt  ua  doth  stand, 

i'    I  .i-iiiv  llirowne  uppon  his  strand; 
I,  1  i....>r.nsslinll  nppeare  by  trialU 
li.jijil.r.  i\  itli  whom  I  fastned  hand, 

■  g'.-vd  iniirkfs  and  perfect  f;ood  espiall: 

it  ought  be  rendred  her  wilhont  denisJj," 

y  thus  [■ndod  had,  the  knipht  began;  H 

ipiir  Mrit't'  ivereeasie  to  accord, 
iviiiii  ii  \i>  some  riahteotis  man." 
ii-^,-:r,.,'  «,!,!  they,  '•  we  give  our  Word, 
lit  iLil„'.'ijifiit  ye  shall  ua  atTord." 

■  n,->iir:iiice  to  mj'  doome  to  stand. 
fiiote  let  each  liiy  doivue  hia  sword  : 

^-oii  shall  my  seotence  undersland." 
them  layd  dowoe  bis  Bword  out  of  Utliand. 


1 


h  llie  sea  hath  Uyd 
\>ilhhold  this 'day?" 


^ 
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•NHir^n  1i;'  ]i\n  sonlent'o  thus  i)ronounced  had,  20 

3olh  Aiiiitlis  jiud  Phikra  wore  dispU'ased ; 
But  Brac'idils  and  Lucy  were  right  glad, 
^Lnd  ou  tlie  thrcasure  by  that  iudgement  seased. 
'   3o  was  their  discord  by  this  doome  appeased, 
?LAnd  each  one  had  his  right.    Then  -Ajrtegall, 
f  Whenas  their  sharpe  contention  he  had  ceased, 
eparted  on  his  way,  as  did  befall, 
o  follow  his  old  quest,  the  which  him  forth  did  call. 

So,  as  he  travelled  uppon  the  way,  21 

^e  chaunst  to  come,  where  happily  he  spide 

A  rout  of  many  people  farre  away; 

To  wliom  his  course  he  hastily  applide. 

To  weete  the  cause  of  their  assemblaunoe  wide : 

To  whom  when  he  approched  neare  in  sight, 

(An  uncouth  sight,  (he  plainely  then  descrido 

To  be  a  troupe  of  women,  warlike  diffht. 

With  weapons  in  their  hands,  as  ready  for  to  fight : 

And  in  the  midst  of  them  he  saw  a  knight,  22 

With  both  his  hands  behiude  him  pinnoed  hardy 

And  round  about  his  necke  an  halter  tight. 

And  ready  for  the  gallow  tree  prepard : 

His  face  was  covered,  and  his  head  was  bar'd. 

That  who  he  was  uneath  was  to  descry; 

And  with  full  heavy  heart  with  them  ne  far*d, 

Griev'd  to  the  soule,  and  groning  inwardly. 

That  he  of  womens  hands  so  base  a  death  should  dy. 

But  they,  like  tyrants  mercilesse,  the  more  23 

Reioyced  at  his  miserable  case, 

And  him  reviled,  and  reproched  sore 

With  bitter  taunts  and  termes  of  vile  disgrace: 

!Now  whenas  Artegall,  arriv*d  in  place, 

Did  aske  what  cause  brought  that  man  to  decay, 

Tiiey  round  about  him  gan  to  swarm  apace. 

Meaning  on  him  their  cruell  hands  to  lay. 

And  to  have  wrought  unwares  some  viUanous  assay. 

But  he  was  soon  aware  of  their  ill  minde,  24 

And  drawing  backe  deceived  their  intent: 
Yet,  though  himselfe  did  shame  on  womankinde 
His  miffhty  hand  to  shend,  he  Talus  sent 
To  wreckc  on  them  their  lollies  hardvment : 
Who  with  few  sowces  of  his  yron  flale 
Dispersed  all  their  troupe  incontinent. 
Ana  sent  them  borne  to  tell  a  piteoua  tale 
Of  their  rame  prowesae  turned  to  their  pro^r  'b^Xex 


it  tlint  snmp  wrot<^hed  man,  ordaynd  to  die, 
ipy  Ipft  bt'iiind  them,  (jlad  lo  be  bo  quit; 

^..  jnCl, 

Uio  more  than  losse  ol  life  ydreadedit; 
nd,  liim  Teslorin^  unto  liviog  light. 

0  broucbt  unto  liia  lord,  where  he  did  sit 
I'lioldinir  all  that  ivoraBniah  n-enke  fidit; 

r'hom  suone  as  he  beheld  be  knew,  and  thus  behii^i 

Sir  Turpiae,  bnplesae  man,  "hat  make  jon  here? 
'r  have  you  lest  yoiu-aelfe  Bad  .your  di.srretioo, 
hut  PTer  in  ibis  wretched  case  ye  wereP 
T  have  ye  yt'elLied  yon  to  prouae  oppression 
f  nnnifii>*  iioBTc,  that  boBst  of  mens  subicctioa? 
r  eke  ivhal  olhtT  ileiilly  dismuU  day 

1  fnbie  on  you  by  beavena  hard  direction, 
lint  ye  were  mnn^  so  fondly  far  astray 

E  fur  to  lead  joumelfe  uuto  jour  owne  decay  F" 

hidi  W88  the  man  confounded  in  his  mind, 

nrtly  with  shame,  and  partlv  with  dismay, 

hnt  d!  o-'tomabt  lie  himself^  did  find. 

nd  little  had  for  hia  eleuse  to  sav. 

Mit  onely  thus ;  "  Most  bajilosse  well  yo  may 

le  iuptlv  temie,  (hat  to  this  slinme  am  broiieht, 

i:ul  Hindi' the  peonie  of  kni;.-blbo(>(l  this  tta me  day: 
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ause,  tliey  Biy,  of  thiB  her  cmell  h&te,  SO 

lie  salie  of  Ballodant  the  bold, 
>in  Hlie  bore  most  fervent  love  oflato, 
locd  liim  by  all  the  waie«  she  oould: 
iicn  she  sav  at  lait  that  he  oe  would 
cht  or  noii!i:hC  ha  wonae  unto  hec  will. 
'n'd  her  lore  to  hatred  manifold. 
r  his  !akc  vow'd  to  doe  all  the  ill 
she  could  doe  toknightA;  which  now  she  doth  fulfill. 

II  those  kaitchtn,  the  which  by  force  or  guile  31 

lU  subdue,  she  fowly  doth  entreate : 

lie  doth  them  of  warlike  annes  deapoile, 

)th  in  womens  weedmi ;  and  then  with  threat 

lem  compell  to  worke.  to  earne  their  meat, 

I,  to  card,  to  sew,  to  wash,  to  wring; 

h  she  give  them  other  thing  to  eat 

■ad  and  water  or  like  feeble  tiling; 

X)  disable  from  revenge  adventuring. 

r  through  Htout  disdainc  of  manly  mind  32 

T  proud  obst-rvaunce  will  wLth<itBQd, 
lliat  gibbet,  which  is  there  behind, 
iscth  them  be  hang'd  up  ont  of  hand; 
.'h  condition  I  right  now  did  standi 
nng  overcome  by  her  in  light, 
it  to  tliat  base  service  of  her  band, 
r  chose  to  die  in  lives  despight, 
.'ad  that  ghamcfull  life,  unworthy  of  a  knight." 

hight  that  amazon,"  aayd  Artegall.    ^  33 

where  and  liow  far  hence  dops  she  abideP" 

-lame,"  quoth  be,  "  the.v  Badigund  doe  call, 

«88e  of  great  powre  and  greater  pride, 

lopne  ornmaMns.  in  armea  well  tride 

indry  bntlels,  which  she  hath  achieved 

crea(  successe,  that  her  hath  glorifide, 

iidc  her  famous,  more  then  is  believed ; 

uld  I  it  liave  ween'd  had  I  not  late  it  prieved-" 

sure."  said  he,  "  and  by  the  faith  that  I  3^1 

ydcnbcad  and  noble  knighthood  owe, 

lot  rent  till  I  her  might  doe  trie, 

■nge  tbc  shame  that  slie  to  knights  doth  show. 

ore.  Sir  Tt'rpin,  from  you  lightly  throw 

lualid  weede,  the  patteme  of  dispaire, 

end  w  ith  mo,  that  ye  may  see  and  Vaow 

?rtaiie  will  your  ruin'd  name  repure  ^em.^\Te. 

aiglits  of  Maideabead,  whose  piUM    s^  '«ci>A^ 


1 


With  that,  like  one  tliat  hopelesse  was  rcpryv'i 

From  ileath^.4  (lore  at  which  he  lafely  lay, 

ThoMjTon  fellers  wherewith  he  wai  EjT'd, 

The  badfce,')  ofrcnroch  he  threw  nxrny. 

And  nimbly  did  him  dii;ht  to  truitlc  ihe  way 

Unto  the  dVellinK  of  tliat  amnzijoe : 

Which  was  from  (hence  not  past  a  mile  or  twnyj 

A  goodly  eitty  and  a  mighty  one. 

Tub  which,  of  her  ownc  name,  she  called  BadegoiM. 

"Where  they  arrivinB  by  the  watchmen  were 
Deetiried  Btreight:  who  all  the  citfy  warned 
How  that  ihrf  e  warlike  penioDS  did  appearc. 
Of  which  the  one  him  aeem'd  o  knight  all  RTmeid, 
And  til'  odier  two  well  likely  to  have  harmed. 
Eflsoones  the  people  nil  tn  linrnp.''^e  ran, 
And  like  a  sort  of  bees  in  clusters  swarmed : 
P.re  long  their  queene  hcrselfe,  halfe  Uke  a  man. 
Came  forth  into  the  rout,  and  them  f  array  began. 

And  now  the  knights,  being  arrived  neare, 

llid  beat  iippon  tlie  Bates  to  enter  in ; 

And  at  the  porter,  skorning  them  so  fen". 

Threw  many  threats,  if  tlicy  the  lowne  did  win. 

To  teare  his  fleah  in  pieces  for  his  sin : 

AVhich  whenas  Hadigund  there  comming  heard. 

Her  lieart  for  rage  did  grate,  and  teeth  did  prrin : 

She  bad  that  streight  the  gates  should  be  unbard. 

And  to  them  way  to  make  «ith  weapons  well  prepaid. 

Soonc  aa  (he  gates  were  open  to  them  set, 

Tiiey  pressed  forward,  cnlraunce  to  have  made ; 

]tiil  in  the  middle  way  they  were  ymct 

"With  a  sbarpe  showre  of  arrowes,  which  them  staid. 

And  better  bad  advise,  ere  they  assaid 

Unknonen  perill  of  hold  womcns  pride. 

Then  all  that  rout  uppon  them  rudely  bid, 

And  heaped  strokea  ho  fast  on  overv  side. 

And  arrowes  haild  so  thicke.  that  they  could  not  abide 

But  Radlgund  berselfe.  when  she  espide 
Sir  Terpin  from  her  direfuil  doome  acquit 
So  cruell  doale  amongst  her  mnides  divide, 
T'  avenfte  that  shame  the.v  did  ou  him  commit, 
Alt  sodainely  enflam'd  with  furious  fit 
Like  a  fell  llonesse  at  him  she  llew. 
And  on  his  lieftd-pWce  t™  s.u  ^ictscVj  %to\*.. 
That  to  the  gTo\»i4\i\ni  wivVe^V.emi^^^Nix'™, 
Dismajd  bo  with  t\ie  »ttok.e  \i\at\icvvo  -idusoi^-ScaiB^, 
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Soone  as  she  saw  him  on  the  around  to  groyell,  40 

She  lightly  to  him  leapt ;  anC  in  his  necke 

Her  proud  foote  setting,  at  his  head  did  leyell, 

Weening  at  once  her  wrath  on  him  to  wreake, 

And  his  contempt,  that  did  her  iudgment  breake : 

As  when  a  beare  hath  seiz'd  her  cruell  clawes 

Uppon  the  carkasse  of  some  beast  too  weake, 

Proudly  stands  over,  and  awhile  doth  pause 

To  heare  the  piteous  beast  pleading  her  plaintifife  cause. 

Whom  whenas  Artegall  in  that  distresse  41 

Dy  chaunce  beheld,  ne  lefl  the  bloudy  slaughter 

In  which  he  swam,  and  ranne  to  his  redresse : 

Tliere  her  assayliog  fiercely  fresh  he  raught  her 

Such  an  huge  stroke,  that  it  of  sence  distraught  her ; 

And,  had  she  not  it  warded  warily, 

It  had  depriv'd  her  mother  of  a  daughter : 

Kathlesse  for  all  the  powre  she  did  apply 

It  made  her  stagger  oil,  and  stare  with  ghastly  eye. 

Like  to  an  eagle,  in  his  kingly  pride  42 

Sorinp:  through  hia  wide  empire  of  the  aire. 

To  weatluT  his  brode  saili's,  by  chaunce  hath  spide 

A  jTOshaukc,  which  hath  seized  for  her  share 

TJppon  some  fowlc,  that  should  her  feast  prepare; 

AA  ith  dreadfull  force  he  flies  at  her  bylive. 

That  with  his  houcc,  which  none  enduren  dare, 

Her  from  the  quarry  he  away  doth  drive, 

And  from  her  griping  pounce  the  greedy  prey  doth  rive. 

But,  soone  as  she  hor  sence  recover'd  had,  43 

She  fiercely  towards  him  hcrselfe  gan  dight. 

Through  vengefid  wrath  and  sdeignfull  pride  half  mad; 

Yov  never  had  she  sufl'red  such  despi^ht : 

]5nt.  ere  Hhe  could  ioyne  hand  with  hun  to  fight, 

Her  warlike  maides  about  her  flockt  so  fast. 

That  they  divSparted  them,  niaugre  their  might. 

And  with  their  troupes  did  far  asunder  cast: 

But  mongst  the  rest  the  fight  did  untill  evening  last. 

And  every  while  that  mighty  yron  man,  44 

With  his  stranj^e  weapon,  never  wont  in  warre, 

Them  sorely  vext,  and  courst,  and  over-ran. 

And  broke  their  howes,  and  did  their  shooting  marre 

Tliat  none  of  all  the  many  once  did  darre^ 

Him  to  assault,  nor  once  approach  him  nie ; 

But  like  a  sort  of  sheepe  dispersed  farre. 

For  dread  of  their  devouring  eneraie, 

Through  all  the  Belda  aod  Tallies  did  \>e£ote\^ja  ^^* 


Bat  n  lii^aii  dales  fuire  ehinie  beame.  jclowd«d'* 
Witli  rearetull  shadowes  of  deformed  iticbt. 
Waro'd  man  and  beott  in  quiet  rest  be  shrowdrcl. 
Bold  Bndioimd  Kllk  BOuud  of  Lrumpe  on  hifckt, 
Cauad  iiU  ter  people  to  surcease  from  fiirbt  j 
And,  pslberini;  them  unto  her  Htties  K&te, 
Made  them  all  enWr  in  befjri*  her  sight  j 
And  all  the  woimded,  and  the  neake  iii  stAte, 
To  be  cODVBf  ed  in ,  ere  aho  would  oace  relrkta. 

When  thus  the  field  naa  voided  all  away. 

And  all  tliinss  quieted  ;  the  elRn  kniffht, 

Weary  of  toile  and  trarell  of  that  day, 

Caiisd  his  paTJlion  to  he  richly  pight. 

Before  the  city-gate,  in  opea  Bight ; 

Where  he  himselfe  did  rest  in  Bafetr 

Together  with  Sir  Terpin  all  that  niglit : 

But  Talus  usde.  in  times  of  icopardy, 

To  keepe  a  nightly  watch  for  dread  of  treachery. 

But  Radif^nd,  full  of  heart- gnawing  griefe 
For  the  rebuke  which  she  sustain'd  that  d&y. 
Could  take  no  reat,  ne  would  receive  reliefe ; 
But  tossed  in  her  troublous  minde  nhat  \ray 
She  mote  revenge  that  blot  which  on  her  lay. 
There  she  resolv'd  hersclfe  in  single  fight 
To  try  her  fortune,  aod  his  force  assay. 
Bather  than  see  her  people  spoiled  quight. 
As  Bhc  had  scene  that  day,  a  disadveutcrous  sight. 

She  called  forth  to  her  a  trusty  mnyd. 

Whom  she  thought  fittest  for  thai  businesse: 

Her  name  whs  Ciarin,  aud  thus  to  lier  sayd ; 

"  Goe,  damzell,  quickly,  doc  thyselfe  addrcasr 

To  doe  the  message  which  I  sliall  expresse; 

Goe  tliou  unto  that  stranger  faery  knight, 

Wlio  vesterdav  drove  us  to  such  distresses 

Tell,  that  to-iiiorroiv  I  with  him  will  fight, 

And  try  in  cquoll  field  whether  hath  greater  migh'i 

"But  these  conditions  doo  to  liim  propound; 

Tliat,  if  I  vanquishc  him,  he  shall  obay 

My  law,  and  ever  to  my  lore  be  bomid; 

And  BO  will  I,  if  me  he  vanquisli  may; 

"Whatever  he  shall  like  to  doe  or  say : 

Go  Btreight,  and  take  with  ihee  lo  witnosse  it 

Sise  of  tlij  fellowea  of  the  best  arrai,;. 

And  beare  wil\i  yon^ro^k  V\ti«  ajii"v\a«i'ift»^^ 

And  bid  liim  eaW-.  benwibi^ii^^";  o^^  »^'*^^'«:'«Kt^ 


THB  FAEBIS  QrEBld.  673 

^Tbc  dimzcU  streight  obayd;  and.  putting  all  60 

In  readinesM.  fortii  to  the  Unra-gM6  went ; 

I'Where,  soundine  loud  a  trumpet  from  the  wall, 

^TJato  tliose  warlike  kaigbts  aha  <rarain((  sent. 

■  Then  Tulus  forth  iiamag  from  the  tent 

°  Unto  the  wall  his  way  did  fearleue  take, 
To  weel^n  what  that  trumoeta  soundinff  ment: 
Where  that  same  damzell  lowdly  hira  boipaJte, 
And  shew'd  thatvith  his  lord  she  would  emparlauooematce. 

Bo  he  them  stri-icht  conducted  t«  his  lord ;  51 

WTio,  as  he  coiild,  them  (loodly  well  did  greete, 

ITill  they  hnd  told  their  message  word  by  word; 

Wliich  he  accepting,  well  as  he  could  weete, 

Them  fairel.v  entertayud  with  curt'siea  meete. 

And  gave  them  gifts  and  things  of  deare  delight; 

80  backe  againe  tliey  homeward  tum'd  their  feeto; 

!Fiit  Arte^iill  himselfe  to  rest  did  dight. 

That  he  moUf  fresher  be  a^aiast  tlie  next  daies  fight 


Artfi:n11  Bjhti  wllh  RwllgDDd, 
Audliiubilew'd  by  guile; 

Uv  l>  tv  htr  empiinned. 
But  wroDghl  by  Cluliii  wile. 

So  Hoone  as  dny  forth  dawning  from  the  east 
^ii.'hts  humid  curtaine  from  the  heavens  withdrew, 
Aiiii  earcly  calling  forth  both  man  and  beast 
('omraaunded  them  their  daily  workes  renew ; 
Th^se  noble  warriors,  mindefull  to  pursew 
Tlie  last  dates  purpose  of  their  vowed  Bght, 
Themselre*  thereto  preparde  in  order  dew ; 
The  knight,  as  best  was  seeming  for  a  kniKbt, 
Aud  th'  ama£on,  as  best  it  likt  herselie  to  dight. 

All  in  a  camis  h^ht  of  purple  silke 
■\VoFen  nppon  with  silier,  subtly  wrought. 
And  rjuilted  ui)pon  sal  tin  ivhite  aa  milke  ; 
Travled  with  rinbanda  diveraly  distraught. 
Like  as  the  workeman  had  their  coarsea  taught; 
Which  was  short  tnckcd  for  light  motion 
tJp  to  her  ham ;  but,  when  she  list,  it  r&ogb.t 
"Dovae  to  bee  lotreiit  heele,  and  thereuppon 
She  wore  for  her  defence  a  milled  haboBMU. 
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And  on  her  legs  ehc  pamtcd  biukins  wore^ 
Basted  with  bi^nds  oi  gold  on  even-  side, 
Acd  mailes  betweene,  and  laced  close  afors; 
Uppon  ber  thigh  her  cemitare  whb  tide 
With  an  emhroJered  bf!l  of  mjekell  pride  j 
And  on  her  shoulder  hun^  her  shield,  bedeekt 
tTppon  (he  boeae  with  suioca  that  sliined  wide. 
As  the  faire  moone  in  her  moet  ftill  aapeeC ; 
Thai  to  tlic  tnoone  it  mote  be  like  in  each  reapet 

So  forth  she  came  out  of  the  citty-gnte 
With  gtntely  port  and  proud  magnifieener. 
Guarded  Trilh  many  dnmzcls  that  did  waite 
Uppiin  h(T  ]>cr»on  fer  her  sure  defenee, 


Her  to  rcoeivt,  till'timf  they  shoiili  begin  the  fi 

Tlien  forth  came  Artepall  out  of  liis  tent, 

All  arm'd  to  point,  and  first  the  lists  did  enter : 

Soone  after  eke  came  she  with  full  intent 

And  countenauQce  fieree.  as  hayinfr  fully  bent  hi 

That  battels  utmost  trial!  to  advenler. 

The  lists  were  closed  fast,  to  barre  the  rout 

From  rudely  pressing  on  the  middle  center; 

Which  in  great  heapes  them  circled  all  about, 

Wayting  how  fortune  would  resolre  that  daugei 

■  The  trumpets  sounded,  and  the  field  began  ; 
With  bitter  strokea  it  both  becan  and  ended. 
She  at  tlie  first  encouuter  on  him  ran 
With  furious  rage,  as  if  sbc  1>ad  intended 
Out  of  his  breast  the  very  heart  have  rended ; 
But  he.  that  had  like  lempesta  often  tride. 
From  that  first  flaw  hiraselfe  riirht  well  defendcc 
The  more  she  rag'd.  the  more  lie  did  abide; 
She  hewd,  she  foynd,  she  lasht,  she  laid  on  ererj 

Tet  still  her  blowes  be  bore,  and  her  forbore. 
Weening  at  last  to  win  advantage  new ; 
Yet  still  her  crvieltie  increased  more. 
And,  though  powre  faild.  her  courage  did  accrei 
Which  faylinu.  he  gan  fiercely  her  pursew; 
Like  as  a  smith  that  to  his  cunning  feat' 
The  Btnbbornc  meltat  *eeV.elH  to  ^uhde-K. 
Soone  M  be  feeles  \l  moWAie  ■wK*.Wea.\., 
With  Ilia  great  yron.  riedse  4oW  auoiiiX^  ^wi.\ 


THB  FAEBIB  QUBBNB.  575 

d  Sir  Artcgall  upon  her  lay,  8 

she  had  an  yron  andvile  beene, 

flakes  of  fire,  bright  as  the  sunny  ray, 

>f  her  steely  armes  were  flashing  seeno, 

all  on  fire  ye  would  her  surehr  weene : 

«rith  her  shield  so  well  herselfe  she  warded 

I  the  dread  daunger  of  his  weapon  keene, 

all  that  while  her  hfe  she  safeiy  garded ; 

le  that  helpe  from  her  against  her  will  discarded: 

vith  his  trenchant  blade  at  the  next  blow  9 

3  of  her  shield  he  shared  quite  away, 
lialfc  hor  side  itselfe  did  naked  show, 
thenceforth  unto  daunger  opened  way 
[1  was  she  moved  with  the  mightie  sway 
lat  sad  stroke,  that  halfe  enrag'd  she  grew; 
like  a  greedie  beare  unto  her  pray 
I  her  sliarpe  cemitare  at  him  she  flew,  [drew. 

glauncing  downe  his  thigh  the  purple  blond  forUi 

oat  she  gan  to  triumph  with  great  boast.  10 

to  upbrayd  that  chaunce  which  him  misfell, 
the  prize  she  gotten  had  almost, 
I  spightfull  speaches,  fitting  with  her  well; 
his  threat  hart  gan  inwardly  to  swell 
I  indignation  at  her  vaunting  vaine, 
at  her  strooke  with  puissaunce  fearefull  fell; 
^ith  her  shield  she  warded  it  againe, 
shattered  all  to  pieces  round  about  the  plaine. 

ng  her  thus  disarmed  of  her  shield,  11 

I  her  helmet  he  againe  her  strooke, 

downe  she  fell  upon  the  grassie  field 

ncelesse  swoune,  as  if  her  life  forsooke, 

pangs  of  death  her  spirit  overtooke : 

m  when  he  saw  before  his  foote  prostrated, 

)  her  lopt  with  deadly  dreadfuU  looke, 

her  sun-shy nie  helmet  soone  unlaced, 

king  at  once  both  head  and  helmet  to  have  raced. 

whenas  he  discovered  liad  her  face,  12 

aw,  his  senses  straunee  astonishment, 

racle  of  natures  goodly  grace 

T  faire  visage  voide  of  ornament, 

>ath'd  in  bloud  and  sweat  together  ment; 

:*h,  in  the  rudenesse  of  that  evill  plight, 

ayd  the  signes  of  feature  excellent: 

as  the  moime,  in  foggie  winters  night, 

geemo  to  be  beraelte,  though  darknedbeVkex'^^^^Q^ 
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At  BJ^t  tlicroofliis  cmeW  minded  hul 


Cnraing  liia  Ij&Dd  Uiat  bad  that  visage  manii 

So  hsad  EO  i:TneU,  nor  uo  hart  so  hard. 

But  ruth  of  b«auCie  will  it  mollifie. 

By  thi»,  upstarting  firm  her  an-nune  die  tttar'A 

A  while  about  her  with  TOofosed  eye ; 

Like  one  that  from  hia  ilrvame  is  waked  Bnildenlfb 


I 


Boone  as  the  knight  she  there  by  her  did  *pf 

StBuding  with  emptie  hands  all  n~enpoDlca»e, 

With  fri-sh  assault  upon  him  she  did  fly. 

And  Kan  reuew  her  former  rruelQCSse: 

And  uiough  be  sHtl  retjT'd.  yet  natheJeaa* 

With  huge  redoub]t<d  strokes  ihe  on  him  Ims^i 

And  more  iocreast  her  outrage  merdlerae. 

The  more  that  he  with  tneekc  intreatie  prayd 

Her  wraliful  liond  from  j,Teedj-  vengeance  lo  ka*«^ 

Like  as  a  pnttocke  having  spyde  in  eight 

A  Keutlc  lauloon  nittin);  on  an  hill, 

WlioiiL'  other  wing,  now  made  unmeetc  for  flight. 

Was  lately  broken  by  some  fortune  ill ; 

The  foolish  kyt#.  let  with  iieeutious  wiU, 

Belli  K'at  upon  the  pentle  bird  in  roine. 

With  nmnv  idle  atoupa  her  troubliDg  Blill : 

Even  BO  did  lladiciind  wilh  boollesse  paine 

Annoy  thia  noble  knight,  and  sorely  turn  coDstraine. 

Nought  could  he  do  but  abun  the  dred  despight 

Of  her  fieree  wrath,  and  baekward  still  rttyre; 

And  with  his  single  shii'Id.  well  as  he  might, 

Beare  off  the  burden  of  ber  raging  yrej 

And  evermore  be  gently  did  des.vre 

To  stay  her  strokes,  and  he  bimselfe  would  yield ; 

Yet  noult  she  hearke,  ne  let  him  once  respyre. 

Till  he  to  her  delivered  bud  his  shield, 

And  to  kcr  mercie  him  submitted  in  plaine  field. 

But  to  her  yeelded  of  bis  oivne  accord ; 

Yet  wna  lie  iuBtly  damned  by  the  doome 

Of  bia  owne  mouth,  that  spake  so  nnrelease  word. 

To  be  her  thrall  and  acn-iee  her  aflbrd : 

For  though  that  he  first  vietorie  obtajned. 

Yet  after,  by  ttbandonmeVSa  ct;otA, 

He  wiirullloetl\iatV\)e^OTeB.\.\aTQei-. 
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ith  her  sword  on  him  she  fiatling  strooke,  18 

le  of  tnie  eubieclion  to  her  powre, 
n  hiT  rassall  him  to  thraldome  tooke: 
srpine,  borne  to  a  more  unhappy  howre, 

on  n-hom  t)ie  lucklMse  starres  aid  lowre, 
usd  U)  be  sttacht  and  forthwith  led 
he  erooke,  t'  abide  the  balefull  Btovrre     ' 
which  he  lately  had  through  reakeir  fled: 
•  he  full  shaoiefullj  wu  banged  by  the  hed. 

hen  they  thought  on  TaluB  hands  to  lay,  19 

th  liie  yron  flaile  smongist  them  tbondred, 

liey  nere  fayne  to  let  him  Bcape  aw^, 

roni  liix  coaipanie  to  be  ao  aondred; 

'  presi'uce  all  their  troupa  ao  much  encombred, 

h  lieapea  of  thoae  nhich  he  did  wound  and  alay, 

s  the  rest  dismayd,  might  not  be  nombred; 

I  that  nliile  ho  would  not  onoe  aaaay 

kfw  his  owne  lord,  but  thought  it  iuet  t'  obay. 

.ooke  the  amazon  this  noble  knight,  20 

>  tiiT  «lll  by  his  ovue  wilfull  blame, 

iU8cd  bini  to  be  di»iinticd  quight 

the  oniainents  of  kni^ibtly  namo, 

« liith  whyloiiie  Iib  gotten  had  great  fame ! 

d  n  hereof  iihc  made  him  to  be  difiht 

nans  weedes.  that  is  to  manhood  shame, 

ut  before  iiia  lap  an  apron  "-hit*, 

i  of  curicts  and  bases  fit  for  fight. 

ng  clad  she  brought  him  from  the  field,  81 

.lAi  be  had  bene  Inijned  many  a  dajy, 

long  lan(c  chamber,  which  waa  sield 

■noiiimenta  of  wany  knights  decay 

r  KulKlcwed  in  victorious  fray: 

^t  the  which  she  cuused  his  warlike  armes 

if;'d  on  high,  tliut  mote  his  nhame  bewray; 

roke  his  snord  for  feare  of  further  harmei, 

H-hich  he  wont  to  ature  ap  battailous  alarmea. 

ctitrcd  iu  be  round  about  him  saw  23 

brave  kiiiglilB  wIium  names  right  well  he  knew, 

bound  t'  ol>ay  that  aniazous  proud  law, 

ng  and  carding  ail  in  comely  rew, 

lie  bigtfc  hart  ioth'd  so  UDcomely  rew: 

ry  were  forat,  through  penurie  and  pyne, 

^  those  workcs  to  th  ni  appointed  dew  ■. 

uxiit  n-Ds  ^iVen  ihem  to  sup  or  dyoe, 

at  tbeiz  haada  could  eame  hy  tnutmg  ^une^ Ws^b- 


m^^^K 


I 
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So  much  the  ore&ter  Btill  her  anKUuh  greir,  23 

CJirougli  sCubboroo  handling  of  her  love-iicke  hart ; 

\isd  Btill  the  mure  Bho  strove  it  to  aubdew, 

Rke  more  she  Btill  augmented  her  owne  smart, 

^nd  wyder  made  the  wound  of  tli'  hidden  dart. 

^t  last,  when  loaj;  she  atnig|;led  had  in  vaine. 

3he  gan  to  stoupe,  and  her  proud  raiad  convert 

Vo  meeke  obeyeance  of  lores  miEhtie  raine, 

&jid  liim  entreat  for  grace  that  had  procur'd  her  p^ne. 

TJoto  hcrselfe  in  secret  she  did  call  2S 

Ser  nearest  handmayd.  whom  she  mott  did  truat, 

And  to  her  said ;  "ClariDda,  wliomof  ail 

I  trust  alive,  sith  I  tbce  foBtred  first; 

Now  is  the  time  that  I  untimely  must 

Thereof  make  tryall,  in  ray  greatest  need! 

It  is  so  hapned  that  the  heavens  iinioBt, 

Spightingmy  happio  freedorac,  have  agreed 

Tfo  thrall  my  looser  life,  or  my  last  bale  to  breed." 

With  that  she  tum'd  her  head,  as  halfe  abashed.  3C 

To  liide  the  blush  which  ia  her  visage  rose 

And  tbrough  her  eyes  ttbc  sudden  lightning  flashed. 

Decking  her  cheeke  with  a  vermihon  rjsc : 

But  soone  she  did  her  countenance  compose, 

And.  to  her  turuini;;,  thus  began  againe; 

"  This  griefcs  deepo  wound  I  would  to  thee  disclose. 

Thereto  compelled  through  hart-murdring  paine ; 

But  dread  of  shame  my  doubtfull  lips  doth  still  restraine." 

"  Ah !  my  deare  dread,"  said  then  the  fearefull  mayd,      31 

"  Can  dread  of  ought  your  dreadlease  hart  withhold. 

That  many  hath  with  dread  of  death  dismayd. 

And  dare  even  deothes  moat  dreadfull  face  beholdP 

Say  ou.  my  soverayne  ladie,  end  be  bold; 

Doth  not  your  haiidmiyd  life  at  your  foot  lie  ?" 

Therenith  much  comforted  she  gan  unfold 

The  cause  of  her  conceived  maladie  ; 

As  one  that  woold  confetse,  yet  faine  woDld  it  denie. 


Suhiecteii  halb  to  my  unequal!  might! 
'Whiit  right  is  it.  that  be  abould  thraldome  find 
For  lending  life  to  mc  a  wretch  unkind. 
That  for  such  good  him  recompence  with  ill ! 
Therefore  I  cast  how  I  may  him  unbind. 
And  by  his  freedome  get  his  free  goodwill ; 
Yet  BO,  as  bound  to  me  he  may  oonlinoe  atilli 

pp  a 


d  unto  mc  i  but  not  with  sadi  linrd  bvkdl, 
ntTODc  toinpulsion  and  elreight  Tiolence, 

■ -Q  miserable  atat^  he  slaodii ; 

..._  BWM't  love  and  sure  benevolence, 
■dc  of  malitious  mind  or  foule  oSeniw : 
~« iiifili  if  thou  canst  win  him  any  way 

ut  discoTerie  of  my  tlwunlil*  pretence, 
h  RoiHJl^  roeedo  of  him  it  purchase  may, 
1  eke  with  graCefull  Berries  me  right  well  Kpuj. 

hich  tliat  thon  may»t  the  better  bring  to  paw, 

I  here  this  tiaa,  wiieh  shell  thy  warrant  bee 

1  token  true  to  old  Eumcnias. 

m  lime  to  time,  when  thou  it  beet  shall  see, 

t  in  and  out  thou  niajBt  have  passnge  tree. 

. r,  Clarinda ;  weJl  tby  wita  adyise, 

d  all  thy  lorces  Gather  unto  thee, 

licB  of  lore'y  lookea,  and  s|)eecbee  wine. 

h  which  thou  canst  ereu  love  himselfe  to  Ufn  a 

tniEtie  nia\d,  conceiving  her  intent, 
nitli  pure  proniiw  of  her  good  endeToar 
:■  hi-r  i;reat  comfort  and  some  barta  oontoiti 
riiin  iicr  [mrlili(t  she  thenceforth  did  labour, 
mighte  to  curry  favour 
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'pet  ye  well,  that  to  a,  courage  great  33 

lease  begeemin?  well  to  beare 
nne  of  fortune's  frowue  or  heavenB  threat, 
tlie  auQshiiie  of  her  couDtenBncs  cleoTe 

t^  ioy  and  carrie  comely  cheara ; 
•nah  this  cloud  hatli  now  me  overcagt. 
;  I  not  of  better  times  despeyre; 
oui^h  (unlike)  they  should  for  B*er  lait 
my  truthes  assurance  I  rest  fii.'d  fast.' 

rhat  CO  at<iuLe  minde,"  she  then  replydc,  39 

f  in  his  owne  ponre  occasion  lay, 

to  his  liope  a  wiadowe  0|)en  wyde, 

his  fortunes  helpe  nialto  r-adie  wayP" 
5rthy  sure."  quoth  he,  "  of  better  day, 
ill  not  tike  the  offer  of  good  hope, 
;e  purac*.  if  he  attaine  it  may." 

speaclics  she  applying  to  the  scope 

int«nt,  this  further  purpose  to  him  shopei 

why  dost  not,  tbou  ill-adriied  man,  40 

meanes  to  win  thy  libert  o  forlorne, 
V  if  thou  by  fuire  entreatie  can 
Itadiaund?  who  though  she  still  have  worne 
lytfl  in  warre,  yet  (weet  thou)  was  not  borne 
re.-i  and  fyRres,  nor  so  salvage  mynded 
t,  albe  all  lore  of  men  she  scorne, 
t  forjfets  tliat  she  of  men  was  kvnded;       [blynded." 
ooth  uH   geene  that  proudest  harts  hasa  love  hath 

's.  Clarinda,  not  of  cancred  will,"  41 

le.  "  nor  obstiuate  disdainrfull  miad, 
furbore  this  duetie  to  fullill ; 
;U  I  may  Ibis  weene.  by  that  I  fynd. 
bee  a  qneeiie.  and  come  of  princely  kynd, 
vorlhie  is  for  to  be  sewd  unto, 
ly  by  him  whose  life  her  law  doth  bynd, 
te  of  powre  her  owne  dooms  to  undo. 
Is'  of  princely  grace  to  be  inclyn'd  thereto. 

want  of  meancB  bath  bene  mine  onelv  let  13 

seeking  favour  where  it  do'k  abound; 

1  if  1  ini|ilit  by  your  good  office  fcct, 

mrselfe  Hhoiild  rest  for  eviT  bound, 

■ady  lo  deserve  what  i^ace  I  found." 

elinif  him  thus  bite  upon  the  bayt, 

mbtinK  least  his  hold  vaa  but  unsound 

ot  well  fastened,  would  not  strike  him  strayt, 

rew  him  on  with  hope,  fit  levnre  to  ftwti^ 
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:  now  is  left,  ClarindaP  what  remaineSt  4B 

3  may  coinpasse  tli  b  out  enterprizeP 
haine  to  lose  so  long  employed  paines, 
?atcr  shame  t'abide  so  great  misprize, 
liich  he  dares  our  offers  thus  despize : 
t  his  guilt  the  greater  may  appeare, 
)re  my  gratious  mercie  by  this  wize, 
while  with  his  first  folly  beare, 
u  have  tride  againe,  and  tempted  him  more  neare. 

nd  do  all  that  may  thereto  prevaile ;  49 

iouu:ht  unpromist  that  may  him  perswade. 
?cd(>mc,  gr&cc,  and  gifts  of  great  availe, 
hich  the  gods  themselves  are  mylder  made : 
>  add'»  art,  even  womens  witty  trade, 
of  mi^htie  words  that  men  can  charme ; 
inch  in  case  thou  canst  him  not  invade, 
I  feele  hardnesse  of  thy  heavy  arme :  [harme. 

ill  not  stoupe  with  good  shall  be  made  stoupe  with 

of  liis  diet  d  e  from  him  withdraw;  50 

im  find  to  be  too  proudly  fed : 

m  more  labour,  and  with  streighter  law, 

'  with  worke  may  be  forwearied : 

I  lod)7e  hard,  and  lie  in  strawen  bed, 

ay  pull  downe  the  courage  of  his  pride ; 

'  upon  him,  for  his  fjreater  dread, 

on  ohaincs  with  which  let  him  be  tide; 

,  whatever  he  desires,  be  him  denide. 

1  thou  hast  all  this  doen,  then  bring  me  newes      61 
lemeanc ;  thenceforth  not  like  a  lover, 

2  a  rebell  stout,  I  will  hira  use: 
?solve  this  sie^'c  not  to  give  over, 

10  conquest  of  my  will  recover." 
ienart<?d  full  of  griefe  and  sdaine, 
inly  did  to  great  impatience  move  her: 

false  maydcn  shortly  turn'd  againe 
e  prison,  where  her  uart  did  thrall  remaino. 

11  her  subtill  neta  she  did  unfold,  52 
the  engins  of  her  wit  display; 

h  she  meant  him  warelesse  to  enfold, 

his  innocence  to  make  her  pray. 

lingly  she  wrought  her  cratfs  assay, 

»th  hiT  ladie,  and  herselfe  withall, 

e  the  knijjcht  attonce  she  did  betray : 

st  the  knight,  whom  she  with  goilefull  call 

t  for  to  alTure,  into  her  trap  to  falL 


Aa  K  bwl  nirnf',  n'liicli.  fnyning  Uv  rectiire 
In  her  owTie  mi»ith  the  food  ment  for  her  ehjrl^ 
WithholJi's  it  to  lierseife.  end  doeth.  deoeive 
The  infant,  »n  for  waat  of  nounure  spoyld; 
Etbq  80  L'larindft  lier  owdo  dame  becuyld. 
And  tupu'd  tlie  trust,  wliich  was  in  her  affril^ 
To  fecdtni;  rif  her  priTat*  (m->,  whicU  borld 
Her  inrarii  breat.  and  in  her  entmyles  fryde. 
The  more  that  ehe  it  sought  to  cover  and  to  hrde. 


JJato  her  iiueen",  his  freednme  lo  have  ^jiied; 

Butbjnomeaiii'5  .■■iiilii  ht-r  llnTcto  poTawade, 

Butthatmflly;t.|  f,  -    -ilybado 

His  miserie  U>  I'' 

And  manj- jTini    ■  j  !o  ; 

All  which  nathlease  she'  for  [i\a  love  forbore 

So  praying  him  t' accept  her  servioe  evocmore. 

And.  more  then  that,  she  promist  that  she  would. 

In  case  she  migliL  (iade  favour  in  his  eye. 

Devize  how  to  eolarRe  him  out  of  hould. 

The  fayrie.  glad  to  gains  his  hbertie, 

Can  yecid  great  thaakcs  for  such  her  curtesie ; 

And  with  faire  words,  lit  for  the  time  and  place. 

To  feede  the  humour  of  her  maladie, 

Fromist.  if  she  would  free  liim  from  that  case. 

He  wold  by  all  good  meanes  he  might  deaerre  such 

So  daily  he  faire  semblant  did  her  shew. 

Yet  n^'ver  meant  he  iu  his  noble  mind 

To  his  owne  absent  love  to  be  untrew: 

Ne  ever  did  deceiptfull  Clarin  find 

In  her  false  liart  hia  bondage  to  unbind; 

But  rather  how  she  mote  him  faster  tve. 

Therefore  unto  her  mistrc.-ise  moat  unkind 

She  daily  told  her  love  he  did  defye; 

And  him  she  told  her  dame  his  freedome  did  denye. 

Yet  thus  much  friendship  she  to  hun  did  show. 
That  hi*  scarse  diet  somewhat  was  amended, 
And  his  worke  leaacned.  that  his  love  mote  grow: 
Yet  to  her  dame  him  still  she  discommended. 
That  she  with  him  mote  he  ihe  more  olTended. 
Thus  he  long  while  in  thraldome  tiere  remayned. 
Of  both  belovei  -weW,  W*,  \:a\,V,  ^vie&i»i  -, 
Untill  hiB  owne  Inie \ove\i\*  ^TeeioTOs  s^TBt^i 
Which  in  anotliCT  cwiw>  ■w«i,\>e\«»v  cowa-aiaA- 
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E  men,  I  wote,  irill  deeme  in  Artegall  ] 

it  wcaknease.  and  report  of  liim  mui^h  ill, 

verlding  so  liimHelfe  a  nretrbed  thrall 

h'  insolent  commaund  of  noniena  will ; 

t  sll  Ilia  former  praise  doth  fowly  gpill : 

he  the  man,  that  aay  or  doe  bo  dare, 

Tell  aJriz'd  that  he  stand  atedfast  still ; 

he  at  Srst  or  last  was  trspt  in  womens  snare. 

in  the  streiplifnesse  of  that  captive  state  I 

>  gentle  knieht  himnclfe  so  well  behaved. 

t  nolwilhslanding  all  the  subtill  bait, 

li  which  those  amasons  liia  love  iitill  craved, 

lis  oniie  lore  liis  loiallie  he  naved: 

osc  eharnrter  in  th' adamantine  mould 

lis  true  hart  so  firmely  was  engraved, 

t  no  new  loves  inipresaion  ever  could 

.'ave  it  thenec :  such  blot  his  honour  blemish  should. 

his  ownc  love,  the  noblo  Britomart,  1 

■91'  BO  conceived  in  her  iealnus  thoufiht, 

at  time  sad  tydintm  of  his  balefull  smart 

romans  bondage  Talus  to  her  brought ; 

iiltlit  ill  untimely  houre,  ere  it  was  sought: 

.  after  that  the  utmost  date  assynde 

his  rctume  she  waited  had  for  nought, 

gan  to  east  in  her  misdoublfull  mynde 

lousand  feares,  that  love-sitkc  fajicies  faine  to  fiude. 

ictime  she  feared  least  some  hard  mishap 

1  him  misfalne  in  his  adventurous  quest ; 

ictimc  least  liis  false  foe  did  him  eutrap 

raytrous  traine,  or  had  uuwarcs  oppr^; 

most  she  did  her  troubled  mynd  molest, 

L  Bcered.v  alllict  with  Jealous  leare, 

»t  some  new  love  had  him  from  her  posteet  ■, 

lotli  »he  iTjLs,  gi'nee  she  no  ill  did  he&re, 

'linJee  of  him  so  US ;  jet  could  she  not  [ox^x«>t«> 


B8« 

One  whiic  she  blam'd  hereelfe ;  aaoUier  irhyle 
She  liim  condemu'd  aa  trustlesse  lutd  untreo : 
And  Ihen,  her  pnefe  with  eirour  to  btiguj-Ie, 
SUe  fsyu'd  to  count  the  time  Bgaine  anew,  i 

Ai  if  before  she  had  not  oounled  trew:  I 

Por  hounts.  but  dayes;  for  ireekea  tlut  passed  ra^ 
She  told  but  luont^lbfl  to  make  lit^io  aeewe  man  &t 
7et.  when  she  reckned  thcin  ftUl  dnLwiag  nean^ 
Each  hour  did  seeme  a  moneth,  and  every  moaettl 

Bat,  whcuBS  yet  she  aaw  him  not  retnnie^ 

She  thought  to  send  some  one  Ut  seeJcci  him  out; 

But  none  she  found  bo  fit  to  eerre  tfa«t  (nrne. 

As  her  owne  eelfe,  to  ease  hcrselfe  of  dout.  , 

Now  file  d<.-Tix'd,  amungBt  the  nurlike  rout  i 

Of  errant  knights,  to  seeke  her  errant  kni^itt 

And  tlien  Rsume  resolv'd  to  bunt  hiio  out 

AmonK^l  liioni'  ladies  lapped  in  delifbt: 

And  ibcn  both  knights  ennd«,and  Udiee  eke  didqt 

One  day  nrhenas  ghe  long  had  songht  for  enaa 
In  every  plai.'e,  and  every  place  thouaht  bf^t. 
Yet  founa  no  place  lliat  could  her  likinp  please, 
Slic  to  a  window  caine,  (hat  opened  west. 
Towards  which  coast  her  iove  his  way  addrest: 
Tliere  loi'king  forth  ebec  iu  her  heart  did  find 
llany  vain  fancies  working  her  unri'St ; 
And  sent  her  winiied  thoujiblH  more  swift  then  wind 
To  beare  unto  her  love  the  message  of  her  niinJ. 

There  as  nbc  looked  long,  at  last  she  apide 
One  coinminp  towards  her  wilb  hasty  speede; 
Well  weend  she  then,  ere  liini  she  plaino  descride. 
That  it  was  one  aent  from  her  love  mdeede: 
'NVho  when  he  nigh  approacht,  shee  mote  arede 
That  it  was  Talus.  Arlegall  his  groome : 
Whereat  her  hart  n  iw  Cld  w  itb  hope  and  drcde; 
Ne  would  she  slay  lill  he  in  place  could  come. 
But  ran  to  mccte  bim  forth  to  kuow  bis  tidinga  somi 


Declare  at  once;  end  hath  he  lost  o: 
The  yrou  man,  albc  be  wauled  senee 

And  sorrowes  feeling,  ret.  with  in, 

Of  his  ill  newes,  did  inly  chill  and  quake, 

And  stood  still  mule,  as  one  in  great  suspenco; 

As  if  that  by  liia  fLilence  he  would  make 

Ber  rather  reade  his  meaning  then  himseUe  it  ■paksb 
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itgf]l  she  againe  thus  sayd :  **  Talus,  be  bold,  10 

«9iid  t«ll  whatever  it  be,  good  or  bad, 

i^hat  from  thy  tongue  thy  hearts  intent  doth  hold." 

o  Trhom  he  thus  at  length:  *'  The  tidings  sad, 

hat  I  would  hide,  will  needs  I  see  be  raid. 
Jy  lord  (your  love)  by  hard  mishap  doth  lie 
jpa  "wretched  bondage,  wofully  bestad." 
i^Ay  me,"  quoth  she,  "  what  wicked  destinie  I 
pLnd  is  he  vanquisht  by  his  tyrant  enemy  P" 

Not  by  that  tyrant,  his  intended  foe;  11 

^ut  by  a  tyranncsse,"  he  then  replide, 

Tbat  him  captived  hath  in  haplesse  woe." 
■  Cease  thou,  Dad  neweaman;  oadly  doest  thou  hide 
Thy  maisters  shame,  in  harlots  bondage  tide ; 
rhe  rest  mvselfe  too  readily  can  spell." 
iJVith  that  m  rage  she  turn'd  from  nim  aside, 
forcing  in  vaino  the  rest  to  her  to  tell ; 
^jid  to  her  chamber  went  like  solitary  celL 

^here  she  began  to  make  her  moanefull  plaint  12 

Lgainst  her  knight  for  being  so  untrew ; 

Lnd  him  to  touch  with  falshoods  fowle  attaint, 

rhat  all  his  other  honour  overthrew. 

!>ft  did  she  blame  herselfe,  and  often  rew, 

^'or  yeekling  to  a  straungers  love  so  light, 

^Tliose  life  and  manners  straunge  she  never  knew; 

Vnd  evermore  she  did  him  sharpely  twight 

j'or  breach  of  faith  to  her,  which  he  had  iirmely  plight. 

Ind  then  she  in  her  wrathfull  will  did  cast  13 

^ow  to  revenue  that  blot  of  honour  blent. 

To  fight  with  nim,  and  goodly  die  her  last: 

Knd  then  againe  she  did  herselfe  torment, 

inflicting  on  herselfe  his  punishment. 

Lwhile  she  walkt,  and  chaufl ;  awhile  she  threitr 

Herselfe  uppon  her  bed,  and  did  lament: 

if  et  did  she  not  lament  with  loude  alew, 

\3  women  wont,  but  with  deepe  sighes  and  singulfa  few. 

Like  as  a  wayward  childe,  whose  sounder  sleepe  14 

[s  broken  with  some  fearefull  dreames  affright, 

iVith  froward  will  doth  set  himselfe  to  weepe, 

S^e  can  be  stild  for  all  his  nurses  might, 

But  kicks,  and  squals,  and  shriekes  lor  fell  despight ; 

S^ow  scratching  her,  and  her  loose  locks  misusing, 

S^ow  sei^king  darkenesse,  and  now  seeking  light, 

Then  craving  sucke,  and  then  the  sucke  refusing: 

Such  was  this  ladies  fit  in  her  lores  fond  aocusing. 


Bat  vliPn  she  had  with  aaeh  unquiet  flta 
Herself  theto  close  sfflii-tfd  lono-  in  r«(n«. 
Yet  fuund  no  easemeiit  in  her  tronhled  wits. 
She  unto  Tallin  forth  return 'd  siraiiip, 
B;  rhaage  of  place  seeking  to  esse  her  paiaei 
Awl  go-D  enquire  of  him  with  mrlder  mood 
The  ceHaine  cause  of  Arteeala  detaine. 
And  what  he  did.  and  in  what  3tate  he  stooj. 
And  whether  he  did  woo,  or  whether  be  vent 

"  Ah  weilawav !"  Kaid  then  the  yron  mmn, 
"  That  he  is  not  the  while  in  state  to  yeoo : 
Bat  lies  in  wretched  thraldome.  weake  and  w; 
Wot  hy  Btrona;  hand  compelled  tliereonto, 
Bnt  his  owDC  doome,  that  none  ran  now  undc 
"  Sayd  I  not  then,"  quoth  she,  "  ere-while  ari 
That  thifl  in  ihinse  comparte  betwixt  you  two 
Me  to  derive  of  faith  unto  me  plipht. 
Since  that  he  wu  not  font,  nor  orercome  in  1 

With  that  lie  can  at  \«ne  to  her  dilate 
The  whole  discourse  of  liis  captivance  sad. 
In  sort  as  ye  hare  heard  the  same  of  late  ; 
All  which  when  she  willi  hard  enduraunce  hft 
Heard  to  the  end,  she  waa  right  sore  bestad. 
With  soilaine  stonnda  of  wrath  and  in-ief  attoi 
Ke  would  abide,  lill  she  had  aungwere  mode  ; 
But  streisht  Ucraelfe  did  diiflil.  and  armor  doi 
And  mounting  to  her  ateede  bad  Talus  guide 

So  forth  she  rode  iLjipon  her  ready  way. 
To  seeke  her  kiiight,  as  Talus  her  did  guide  : 
Sadly  she  rode  and  nerer  word  did  say 
Kor  good  nor  bad,  ne  ever  lookt  aside. 
But  still  right  downe ;  and  in  her  thought  did 
The  felnesse  of  lier  heart,  right  fully  bent 
To  fierce  avengcnicnt  of  thai  woniaus  pride. 
Which  had  her  lord  in  her  base  prison  pent. 
And  so  great  honour  with  bo  fowle  reproch  hsi 

So  as  she  thus  melaneholicke  did  ride. 
Chawing  ihc  cud  of  in^cfc  and  inward  paine. 
She  chaunBt  to  meete  toward  tlie  eventide 
A  knieht,  that  softly  paced  on  the  plaine. 
As  if  himselfe  to  solace  he  were  faine : 
Well  shot  in  yeares  he  sectn'd.  and  rather  bent 
To  peace  t\ien  needWaae  lTOo\i\e  vo  cinw.\.Tt.is«,  •, 
At  well  by  view  ot  iWlXiiiavcaUm^V, 
la  bj  bis  modeal  Bem\>\Bait.\ii«.  iia  ci^m-H 
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.raminK  neare  Ran  Rentlj  her  salute  SO 

ciirti'OUB  words,  in  the  most  comely  wiwj 

though  desiroua  rather  to  rest  mute, 

tormes  to  ent«rtaine  of  common  guUe, 

athfr  then  she  kindnesse  would  despize,  -'    ': 

'ould  hersclfe  dUplcoso,  so  iiim  requite. 

can  the  other  further  to  device 

inps  ahrode,  bs  next  to  band  did  light, 

naoy  tilings  demaund,  to  which  she  answer'dlii^t: 

ttlc  lust  htid  she  to  Utke  of  ought.  81 

icht  to  heare  that  mot«  delightfull  hee ; 

iiinde  was  whole  possessed  of  one  thought, 

Bare  none  other  place.    Wiiicli  when  as  hee 

itward  si^nes  (as  well  he  might)  did  aee, 

!t  no  lengor  to  use  lothfull  speach, 

ler  hosouii;lit  to  take  it  well  in  gree, 

iliady  d.i}ii)>e  had  dimd  the  heavens  reach, 

Jge  with  him  that  uight.  unless  good  cause  empeadii. 

hsmpjoneose,  now  seeing  night  at  dore,  22 

glad  to  yeeld  unto  his  good  request ; 

nilli  ]iim  went  without  gaine-aaying  more. 

"arre  away,  but  httle  wide  by  west. 

Iwelling  was,  to  which  he  him  addrest; 

re  J^oone  aiTiving  thev  received  were 

emely  wise,  as  tliem  Weeemed  best ; 

le  their  hoal  them  goodly  well  did  cheare, 

talk't  of  pleasant  things  the  night  sway  to  wCBPeh 

paaaing  th'  evening  well,  till  time  of  reit,  23 

Briloniart  unto  a  bowre  was  brought; 
re  groonie.i  an  ayted  her  to  have  undrest : 
ilie  ne  would  undressed  be  for  ought, 
ufl'e  her  armes,  though  he  her  much  besouglit: 
<he  had  vow'd.  she  eayd,  not  to  forgo 
c  warlike  weedes,  till  she  revenge  had  wrought 
late  wrong  uppoo  a  mortall  foei 
;h  she  would  sure  performe  betide  her  wele  or  wo. 

'k  when  their  host  perceiv'd,  right  discontent  2i 

itide  111:  grow,  for  fearo  least  bv  tliat  art 

Lould  his  purpose  misse.  which  close  he  meat  t 

.akiug  leave  of  her  he  did  de^rt : 

e  all  that  night  remiiuied  IJntomart, 

les^e.  reconifortlesse,  with  heart  deepe-gnercd, 

Bulfering  the  least  twinckling  sleepe  lo  slut 

her  ere,  Khich  th'  heart  mote  hare  re\ie»t4*, 

'the  hut  ^pear'd,  her  cyea  ibe  ■tzcigb.t  «b^«<«* 
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"  Yc  guilly  eyee,"  anyd  she,  "  the  wLicJi  witL  | 
U;  lirart  at  &rat  betrard.  will  be  betray 
My  life  now  too,  for  wliich.  a  little  whrje 
Te  will  not  walchP  fiilw!  watii'hcs.  w«'l)aira_r ! 
1  wote  when  ye  did  walch  both  night  luid  'day 
Unto  four  lossti  ;  and  now  n<¥de«  will  vo  rIm^ 
Now  ye  have  made  my  henft  to  wake  alway, 
Non*  wiU  ye  slccpc?  ah!  vake.  and  rather  irvi 
To  thinkeof  your  nighlA want,  that  should yeem 

TkoB  did  she  watth,  and  wearo  the  wemry  nish 
In  nayliull  plaints,  that  noac  waa  to  appsaae ; 
Ifow  walking  soft,  noir  sitting  still  upright. 
At  sundry  phaonso  her  seemed  best  to  esaek 
Ke  lease  did  Tdus  aufTer  sleepe  to  spaze 
His  eyc-iids  sad,  but  watcht  oonlinually, 
Lyin«  without  her  dore  in  preot  disease ; 
Like  to  a  spanipl  na.vting:  Kirefully 
Zieast  any  should  betray  his  lady  treachpTOusly 

What  time  the  native  belmau  of  the  niglit. 

The  bird  that  warned  Peter  of  his  fall. 

First  rinKs  hia  silver  bell  t'  each  sleep^v  wight. 

That  should  tlieir  mindes  up  to  devotion  call. 

She  heard  a  wondrous  noise  below  the  hall : 

All  eoiiainely  the  bed.  where  she  should  lie. 

By  a  false  trap  was  let  adowne  to  fall 

Into  a  lower  roome,  and  by  and  by 

The  loft  was  raysd  agaiue,  that  uo  man  could  ii 

With  sight  whereof  she  waa  diamayd  right  aore 
Perceivmtt  well  the  treason  which  was  ment : 
Yet  stirred  not  at  all  for  doubt  of  more, 
But  kept  her  place  with  couraee  confident, 
Waylmg  what  would  ensue  of  that  event. 
It  was  not  long  before  she  heard  the  sound 
Of  armed  men  commiug  with  close  intent 
Towards  her  chamber:  at  which  drcadfuil  stoii 
She  quickly  c-aught  her  sword,  and  shield  about 

With  that  there  came  onto  her  chamlwr  dore 
Two  knighls  all  armed  ready  for  to  fight ; 
And  after  them  full  many  other  more, 
A  raskall  rout,  with  weapons  rudely  digbt : 
"miom  aoooe  as  Talus  spide  by  glims  of  night, 
He  started  up,  there  where  on  ground  he  lay. 
And  in  his  hivud  lua  xWcsWt  teiiA^  tnw^lit.'. 
Tiev,  seeing  llial,\et  dh'^e  o.^\ui!\  %Ue\^\.'««3 
And  roQiid  about  \um  ^Teace  m  rioyj'i*  kw.1  , 
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X)ne  as  Ike  be^ran  to  Inj  &boDt  8C 

his  rude  yroD  Saile,  they  gan  to  flie. 

imifd  kniRliU  and  elre  unarmed  rout ! 

aliiH  after  t1i<;in  apace  did  plie, 

^Tt-r  in  the  darie  he  could  them  spie ; 

icre  aud  there  like  acattred  alieepe  the^  ]aj, 

backe  returning  where  his  dame  did  lie, 

her  (old  the  story  of  that  frav, 

U  that  treason  there  intended  did  htnn*j. 

^with  though  wondrous  vroth,  and  inly  boniiilg      8] 
ttvenned  for  to  foale  a  deede,     • 
'ing  forst  t'  abide  the  daies  returnina, 
ere  remain'd ;  but  with  right  wary  uJeede, 
my  more  such  practise  should  proceeds, 
note  ye  knon  (that  which  to  Britomart 
)wcn  waa)  whence  all  this  did  proceede ; 
ir  nliut  cause  so  great  mischi^rous  smart 
lent  to  her  that  never  erill  ment  in  hart- 
Rodman  of  this  house  wa«  Bolon  hight;  K 
1  ol'  subtill  w  it  and  wicked  minde, 
vhilomc  ill  hia  youth  had  bene  a  knight, 
nni-a  had  borue,  but  little  good  could  finde, 
luch  lesse  honour  by  that  warlike  kinde 
■  tor  he  was  uoihin^  valorous, 
itii  slic  shiftcs  and  niles  did  undeminde 
ble  knights,  which  were  adventurous, 
lany  brought  to  ilume  by  treason  treacherotu. 

d  three  sonnes,  all  three  like  fathers  sonnes,  S 

rcacherous,  like  full  of  fraud  and  guile, 

that  on  this  eartlily  compare  wonnea: 

Jest  of  the  which  waa  slaioe  ere«hile 

-tcgall,  through  his  owne  guilty  wile; 

ime  B  as  tluizor ;  whose  untimely  fate 

•  avenge,  full  many  treasons  vile 

ther  Dolon  had  deviz'd  of  late 

these  his  wicked  sons,  and  shewd  his  cankied  hate. 

ire  he  weend  that  this  his  present  guest  & 

l.rtecall,  by  many  tokens  plaine ; 

ijctly  by  that  yron  pat^e  he  gliest, 

i  still  was  wont  with  Artegall  remune; 

herefore  mcnt  him  surely  lo  hare  slaine: 

f  (iods  grace,  and  her  good  heedinesse, 

as  preserved  from  their  traytroua  tmnc. 

the  all  niebt  wore  out  in  watclifulncBie, 

'red  ilothfult  sJeepe  hex  eyelids  to  opcTesM- 
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The  morrow  nett,  so  soone  aa  dawning  hoon) 
Discovered  hud  tlie  lifiht  to  linnR  ere. 
She  (brtii  Tgstfn''d  out  of  her  loBtbed  boirTe, 
With  full  intent  t'  avenge?  that  villanj 
Od  that  vilde  ihbd  and  all  kis  family : 
And.  (tommiDg  down  to  eeeke  tbem  whei«  the, 
M<ir  sirp,  nor  sonnes.  nor  any  could  Bhci  apic: ' 
£ach  n>wme  she  towtiht.  bnt  thorn  all  eta^j  ti 
They  oil  were  Bed  for  feore ;  but  wbetlier,  nd' 

She  Mw  it  Taine  to  make  there  leaser  nay. 
But  Uxtke.  her  etemla;  and  ihereon  inountiBgl 
GflD  her  addresae  unto  Ler  former  way. 
She  bad  not  rid  the  mounlcoanoe  of  a  Oiirtit, 
But  that  she  saw  there  present  in  her  aight 
Those  tn-o  false  brethren  OQ  that  pi^ltoos  brid 
On  whieh  Poilente  ivitb  Artegall  did  titcbl. 
Strei(rht  was  tbe  pAMage,  like  a  ploughed  ridg< 
That,  if  two  met,  the  one  mole  uoeda  fall  o'er  ■ 

There  they  did  thinhe  themselves  on  her  to  w^ 
Vi'ha  Bs  sfie  uiijh  unto  tbem  drew,  the  one 
Tliese  vile  reproi'lies  t:an  unto  her  speake  ; 
"■  TLou  recreant  false  traytor,  that  with  lone 
Of  amies  hasl  knigbtliood  stolne.  jet  knight  a 
No  more  shall  now  the  darkenesse  of  the  night 
Defend  ihoe  from  the  venireance  of  iby  fone ; 
But  with  tby  bloud  thou  sualc  appease  the  epiH 
Of  Guiior  by  thee  slaine  and  murdred  by  d;^ 

Strange  were  the  words  in  Britomartis  eare ; 
Yet  stayd  she  nut  for  them,  but  forward  fared. 
Til!  to  the  perillous  bridge  she  came ;  and  ther 
Talus  desir'd  that  he  uii^'ht  have  prepared 
The  way  to  her,  and  those  two  loaels  scared : 
But  she  thereat  was  wroth,  that  for  decpight 
The  glauncing  sparkles  through  her  bever  glai 
And  from  lier  ciea  did  dasb  out  Hcry  light. 
Like  coles  that  through  a  silver  censer  sparkle 

She  stayd  not  to  advise  which  way  to  take; 
But.  putting  spurres  unto  her  tlery  beast, 
Tliorough  the  midst  of  them  she  way  didniakf 
The  one  of  them,  whieh  most  ber  wrath  increa 
Dpon  her  speare  she  bore  before  her  breast, 
Till  to  the  bridzes  further  end  she  past ; 
"Where  falling  downe  liia  challenge  he  telcoat : 
The  other  over  side  the  bridge  she  eajt 
Into  the  river,  where  he  druiike  his  deadly  laa< 
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irhen  the  flashing  levin  haps  to  light  40 

"^mi  two  stubbome  oakes,  which  stand  00  neare 

at  wa^iT  betwixt  them  none  appearea  in  sight ; 
■a  engin,  fiercely  flying  forth,  doth  teare 

i  one  from  the  earth,  and  through  the  aire  doth  beare; 

16  other  it  with  force  doth  overtlirow 
^pon  one  side,  and  from  his  rootes  doth  reara: 
«  did  the  championesse  these  two  there  strow, 
zid  to  there  sire  their  carcasses  left  to  bestow. 


CANTO  vn. 

Britomart  comes  to  Isis  church. 
Where  shee  strange  yiidons  seess 

She  fights  with  Radigund,  her  slaiea^ 
And  Artegall  thence  frees. 

^>T70HT  is  on  earth  more  sacred  or  divine,  1 

=3at  gods  and  men  doe  equally  adore, 

raen  this  same  vertue  that  doth  right  define ; 

pr  th'  hevens  themselves,  whence  mortal  men  implore 

Lffht  in  their  wrongs,  are  rul'd  by  righteous  lore 

W[  higliest  love,  who  doth  true  iustice  deale 

ID  his  inferiour  (i^ods,  and  evermore 

bierewith  con  tames  his  heavenly  commonweale : 

bie  skill  whereof  to  princes  hearts  he  doth  reveale. 

^eU  therefore  did  the  antique  world  invent  2 

kiat  Justice  was  a  god  of  soveraine  grace, 

^d  altars  unto  him  and  temples  lent, 

.nd  heavenly  honours  in  the  highest  place ; 

ailing  him  great  Osyris,  of  the  race 

>f  th'  old  -(Egyptian  kings  that  whylome  were ; 

Vith  fayned  colours  shading  a  true  case ; 

•*or  that  Osyris,  whilest  he  Rved  here, 

?he  iustest  man  alive  and  truest  did  appeare. 

BEis  wife  was  Isis ;  whom  they  likewise  made  8 

1  goddesse  of  great  powre  and  soverainty, 

Ind  in  her  person  cunningly  did  shade 

That  part  ot  iustice  which  is  equity, 

l/Vhereof  I  have  to  treat  here  presently: 

Jnto  whose  temple  whenas  Britomart 

irrived,  shee  with  great  humility 

Oid  enter  in,  ne  would  that  night  depart  | 

But  Talus  mote  not  be  admitted  to  her  part 
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There  she  rrccivcd  wm  in  ^3od)v  wixe 

or  many  priesls.  ichicli  du3j  did  atleod 

Uppon  the  nw*  and  daily  tacrifize. 

AU  clad  !□  linuen  roticB  tritli  silver  hemd ; 

And  on  thair  lieadx  with  loog  tocka  <umelr  I 

They  nrore  rich  mitres  Hbspea  like  ths  idoodi 

To  shev  that  lais  doth  the  moone  poTte&d  ( 

like  as  Osyris  sianLfies  the  eunoc : 

For  that  they  both  like  race  in  equsU  instke 

The  ciiampioDesse  tbem  greeting,  aa  ahe  cov] 
'Was  thence  bj  them  into  (he  t^plo  led ; 
Whose  goodly  baildin^  when  she  did  behonl 
Borae  upinu  stati^lj  piJloim,  all  dispred 
With  ghmiuL;  gold,  and  arched  uver  bed. 
She  wondred  at  the  n'orkmaos  parsing  skill, 
"Whose  like  hefore  ebe  ccver  saw  nor  red  j 


Tliencerorth  unto  the  idoll  fhey  her  brongfat 
The  which  nns  framed  all  of  silTer  fine. 
So  well  Hs  could  with  cunning  hand  be  wiou 
And  clothed  all  in  narmentu  made  ofliae, 
Hemd  all  about  with  fringe  of  silTer  twine : 
UppoD  her  Lead  she  wore  a  crowne  of  sold ; 
To  shew  ihat  sbe  had  powre  in  tliinea  divine 
And  at  her  feete  a  crocodile  was  rold. 
That  with  her  wreathed  tailo  ber  middle  did 

One  foote  was  set  upuon  the  crocodile, 
And  OD  the  ground  the  other  fast  did  Btand ; 
So  meaniue  to  suppresse  both  forged  guil© 
And  open  force :  and  iu  her  olher  hand 
She  stretched  fortli  a  long  white  sclender  wai 
Such  was  the  ^oddesge;  whom  nheo  Britomi 
Had  long  beheld,  herselfe  uppon  the  land 
She  did  prostrat«,  and  with  nght  humble  hsi 
Uuto  herselfe  her  silent  prayers  did  imput. 

To  which  the  idoll  as  it  were  inclining 
Her  wand  did  move  with  auiiable  looke, 
By  outward  shew  her  inward  scnce  desining ; 
"Who  well  perceiving  how  her  wand  she  shoo. 
It  as  a  token  of  good  fortune  tooke, 
By  this  the  day  with  dampe  was  overcast. 
And  ioyouB  ligbt  tbe  houee  of  lore  forsooke: 
Which  when  she  saw,  her  helmet  ahe  uulaste 
And  by  the  altars  tide  herselfe  to  altuuber  plj 
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othor  bods  the  priests  there  used  none,  i* 

on  their  mother  earths  deare  lap  did  lie, 

bake  their  sides  uppon  the  cold  hard  stone, 
themselves  to  sufiferaunce  thereby, 

proud  rebellious  flesh  to  mortify: 

D^  the  Tuw  of  their  re%ion, 

'  tied  were  to  stedfast  chastity 

continence  of  life ;  that,  all  forson, 
ij  mote  the  better  tend  to  their  (^yotion* 


trefore  they  mote  not  taste  of  fleshly  food,  10 

^^  feed  on  ought  the  which  doth  bloud  containe, 
^5^  drinke  of  wine ;  for  wine  they  say  is  blood, 
en  the  bloud  of  gyants,  which  were  slaine 
thundring  lore  m  the  Phlegrean  plaine : 
^Oft  which  the  earth  (as  they  the  story  tell) 
c     iyw)^^  ^^  ^®  SO<i>»  which  to  perpetuall  paine 
*>^  ^ad  damn'd  her  sonnes  which  gn&inst  them  did  rebel!, 
^^^ith  inward  griefe  and  malice  did  against  them  swell : 

^nd  of  their  vitall  bloud,  the  which  was  shed  11 

Cinto  her  pregnant  bosome,  forth  she  brought 
^  Tthe  fruitmll  vine ;  whose  liquor  blouddy  red, 
Having  the  mindes  of  men  with  fiiry  fraught. 
Mote  in  them  stirre  up  old  rebellious  thought 
To  make  new  warre  against  the  gods  affaine : 
Such  is  the  powre  of  that  same  iniit,  that  nought 
The  fell  contagion  may  thereof  restraine, 
Ne  within  reasons  rule  her  madding  mood  containe. 

There  did  the  warhke  maide  herselfe  repose,  12 

Under  the  wings  of  Isis  all  that  night : 

And  with  sweete  rest  her  heavy  eyes  did  close, 

After  that  Ions:  daies  toile  and  wearie  phght : 

\^1lere  whilest  her  earthly  parts  with  soft  dehght 

Of  sencelesse  sleepe  did  deeply  drowned  lie, 

There  did  appeare  unto  her  neavenly  spnght 

A  wondrous  vision,  which  did  close  mipUe 

The  course  of  all  her  fortune  and  post^tie. 

Her  8eem*d  as  she  was  doing  sacrifize  13 

To  iBi^f  deckt  with  mitre  on  her  bed 

And  linnen  stole  after  those  priestes  guize, 

All  sodainely  she  saw  transfigured 

Her  linnen  stole  to  robe  of  scarlet  red, 

And  jnoone-like  mitre  to  a  crowne  of  gold*, 
Tlise  even  she  benelfe  much  wonder^ 
At  Buch  a  cbaungcand  ioyed  to  behold 
2£er3elfe  adorn  dwith  gems  and  iewelB  mamioYflu 

QQ  2 
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Aud.  in  Hie  miilst  of  her  felicity, 

A"  liideouB  tempest  seemed  from  below. 

To  rise  tLrougli  sll  the  temple  Eodainely, 

That  from  the  altar  all  about  did  blow 

The  lioly  fire,  and  all  (he  eaibeni  etronr 

tJppon  (he  ((round  j  whifh,  kindled  pnTily, 

Into  outraiiiouH  flames  UQwares  did  gruw. 

That  all  the  temple  put  in  ioopardj 

Of  flaming,  and  nerselfe  in  great  perplexity. 

With  that  the  ero«odile,  whieb  sleepins  |^ 
TJuder  the  idols  feete  in  fearelesse  bom«, 
Beem'd  to  awake  in  horrible  dismay, 
A»  being  troubled  with  that  stormy  stowre; 
And  piping  greedy  wide  did  streicht  deToure  , 

Both  ikmes  and  temnest;  nilh  niiieb  growen  K<*A' 
And  sdolne  willi  pride  of  hia  owne  peerelecse  pavW 
Be  gan  to  ihtealen  her  likewise  to  eat ;  i 

But  that  the  goddesse  with  her  rod  bim  bftcke  did  bl 

^o,  turning  all  bis  pride  to  hnmblewe  medM^ 

Himselfe  bt'fore  her  fecle  he  lowly  throw 

And  gaii  for  grace  and  love  of  her  to  seeke: 

Whitli  slie  aci-epliuc,  he  so  neare  her  drew 

That  of  his  ^anie  she  soone  ennonibed  grew. 

And  fortli  did  bring  a  lion  of  great  might. 

That  Bhorllv  did  allotlier  beasts  subdew : 

With  that  she  linked  full  of  feareful  fright. 

And  doubtfully  dismayd  tbrougli  that  so  uncoatJi  as 

So  thereuppon  long  while  she  musing  lay, 
With  thousand  thoughts  feeding  her  fantaaie; 
Vntill  she  spide  the  lanipe  of  hgiitsome  day 
Up-lifted  in  the  poreh  ol  heaven  hie : 
Then  up  she  rose  frauiiht  nith  melancholy. 
And  forth  into  the  ion  cr  parts  did  pas, 
Whereas,  the  prieates  she  found  full  busily 
About  tlieir  Loly  things  tor  morrow  mas ; 
Whom  she  saluting  faire,  faire  r«salut«d  was. 

But,  by  the  change  of  her  unchearefuU  looke. 
They  might  perceive  she  nas  not  well  in  plight 
Or  that  some  pensiveness  to  heart  she  tooke  : 
Therefore  thus  one  of  them,  who  seeni'd  in  sight 
To  be  the  greatest  and  the  gravest  wight. 
To  her  bespake ;  "  Sir  knight,  it  seems  to  me 
That,  thorough  evill  rest  of  this  last  night, 
Orillapaydormvic\iiX9iiwj4'3eW-, 
Thllt  by  youE  clkaaKe  *>t  c\«»xw la  eaa\a ^OT  \*i ,m- 
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^rtes/'  sayd  she,  "  sith  ye  so  well  hare  spide  10 

j^  troublous  passion  of  my  pensire  mind, 
in  not  seeke  the  same  from  you  to  hide : 
«  will  my  cares  unfolde,  in  hope  to  find 
cir  aide  to  guide  me  out  of  errour  blind." 
^y  on,"  quoth  he,  "  the  secret  of  your  hart: 
p,  by  the  iioly  vow  which  me  doth  bind, 
m  adiur'd  best  counsell  to  impart 
all  that  shall  require  my  comfort  in  their  smart" 

len  gan  she  to  declare  the  whole  discourse  20 

'  all  that  vision  which  to  her  appeared,        . 
well  as  to  her  minde  it  had  recourse. 
I  which  when  he  unto  the  end  had  heard, 
ne  to  a  weake  faint-hearted  man  he  fared 
rough  great  astonishment  of  that  strange  sight, 
.d,  with  long  locks  up-standing  stifly,  stared 
ce  one  adawed  with  some  dreadfull  spright : 
fild  with  heavenly  fury  thus  he  her  bemght; 

d^a^nificke  virgin,  that  in  queint  disguise  21 

British  armes  doest  maske  thy  roywl  blood, 
to  pursue  a  perillous  emprize ; 

>w  couldst  thou  weene,  through  that  disguized  hood, 
hide  thy  state  from  being  understood  P 

n  from  th'  imraortall  gods  ought  hidden  bee  P 

ley  doe  thy  linage,  and  thy  lordly  brood, 

ley  doe  thy  sire  lamenting  sore  for  thee, 

ley  doe  thy  love  forlome  m  womens  thraldome  see. 

The  end  whereof,  and  all  the  long  event,  22 

Ley  doe  to  thee  in  this  same  dreame  discover : 

r  that  samo  crocodile  doth  represent 

le  righteous  knight  that  is  thy  faithfull  lover, 

ke  to  Osyris  in  all  iust  endever : 

►r  that  same  crocodile  Osyris  is, 

lat  under  Isis  feete  doth  sleepe  for  ever ; 

>  shew  that  clcmence  oR;,  in  thincrs  amis, 

>8traines  those  steme  behests  and  cruell  doomes  of  his. 

Dliat  knight  shall  all  the  troublous  stormes  asswage       23 

id  raging  flames,  that  many  foes  shall  reare 

»  hinaer  thee  from  the  iust  heritage 

'  thy  sires  crowne,  and  from  thy  countrey  deare :, 

len  shalt  thou  take  him  to  thy  loved  fere, 

id  iovne  in  equall  portion  of  thy  realme : 

id  afterwards  a  sonne  to  him  shalt  beare, 

lat  lion-like  shall  shew  his  powre  extreame. 

•  bleue  thee  God,  uid  give  thee  ioyanoe  of  ^^  dxeoisiAV' 
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All  irliicli  Trhen  tlie  onto  the  «Dd  had  bnrd.  ^ 
She  mucli  wM  e««e(l  in  her  troubloiw  '^■""cMi 
And  on  those  priests  bestowed  rioh  reward; 
And  royal)  giits  of  gold  and  ailver  irrougltt 
She  for  a  present  to  their  goddewe  brought. 
Then  taking  leare  of  thero  she  forrani  went 
To  teeke  her  lore,  where  he  «'m  to  be  WMgU, 
Ne  rested  till  she  cain(>  without  recent 
Unto  the  Iimdof  unaxoiiB,  as  ihe  ma  b«nt. 


Whereof  vrhen  ceweti  to  Badigond  was  broo^l. 
Not  with  amaee,  as  vrimien  wonted  bee. 
She  was  eonfuiied  in  her  troiibloiig  thoosfat ; 
But  file!  with  courage  and  wilh  ioyous  gW^ 
Ab  clod  to  lioBTo  of  amies,  the  whicJi  now  she 
Had  long  gnrveost,  she  bad  to  open  bold. 
That  ehe  the  face  of  her  new  foe  misbt  aee: 
Bui  when  tliry  of  that  yron  man  had  told, 
^^'hich  !ale  luT  folke  had  slaine,  she  bad  theia  tank 


So  there  without  the  gate,  aa  seemed  beat, 

Slie  caused  her  pavilion  be  pipht ; 
In  which  stout  Britomart  herselfe  did  rest, 
^^^lile8  Tains  watched  at  tho  doro  all  nitiht 
All  night  likewise  thev  of  the  lowne  in  frigbt 
Uppon  Iheir  wall  good  wat<'h  and  ward  did  ke« 


And  caused  streight  a  trumpet  loud  to  shrill. 
To  wame  her  foe  to  batlell  soooe  be  prest  i 
Who.  long  before  awoke,  (for  she  full  ill 
Could  Bleepe  all  niKht.  that  in  unquiet  brest 
Did  elosel.v  harbour  such  a  iealous  guest.) 
Was  (othe  battell  whilome  ready  dighL 
Eftsoones  that  wamoures,»e  with  haughty  cre«t 
Did  forth  issne  all  ready  for  the  figlit ; 
On  th'  other  side  her  foe  appeared  aoone  in  sight 


Bnt.  ere  they  reared  hand,  the  ai 

Began  the  streight  comliCions  to  propound. 

With  which  she  used  still  to  tye  her  fone. 

To  serve  her  so,  as  she  the  rest  had  bound : 

Which  when  the  other  beard,  she  sternly  froimd 

For  high  disdaiue  of  sueh  indignity, 

ind  would  no  lenger  treat,  hut  bad  them  sound ; 

Fit  her  no  olViev  termea  »\io«.Vi  eii:t  vw 

Then  what  preacnbei^etttXi^  Nawe*  (:K  -iiei^i,^ 


mpets  sound,  and  tiiey  together  ran  29 

'eedy  rage,  and  with  their  faulchins  smot ; 

3r  sought  the  others  strokes  to  shun, 

)Ui^h  great  fuiy  both  their  skill  forgot, 

icticke  use  in  armes ;  ne  spared  not 

linty  parts,  which  nature  had  created 

and  tender  without  staine  or  spot 

er  uses  then  they  them  translated ; 

they  now  hackt  and  hewd  as  if  such  use  th^  hated. 

a  a  tygre  and  a  lionesse  SO 

b  at  8poyling[  of  some  hungry  pray, 
allenge  it  with  equall  greedinessc : 
t  the  tygre  clawes  thereon  did  lay; 
jrcfore  loth  to  loose  her  right  away 
defence  thereof  full  stouti^r  stond : 
;h  the  lion  strongly  doth  gainesay, 
c  to  hunt  the  beast  first  tooke  in  hond ; 
3refore  ought  it  have  wherever  she  it  fond. 

rc^ly  layde  the  amazon  about,  81 

alt  her  blowes  unmercifully  sore; 
Bri  torn  art  withstood  with  courage  stoat» 
?m  repaide  againe  with  double  more, 
they  fought,  that  ail  grassie  flore 
i  with  bloud  which  from  their  sides  did  flow, 
shed  through  their  armes,  that  all  in  gore 
ode,  and  on  the  ground  their  lives  didstrow, 
litles  seede,  of  which  untimely  death  should  grow. 

proud  Eadigund  with  fell  despight,  32 

by  chaunce  cspide  advantage  neare, 
:e  at  her  with  all  her  dreadmll  might, 
18  upbrayding  said ;  "  This  token  bears 
le  nmn  whom  thou  doest  love  so  deare; 
1  him  for  his  sake  thy  life  thou  pivest." 
spitefull  words  she  sore  engriev  d  to  heare 
iswer'd ;  **  Lewdly  thou  my  love  depravest, 
lortly  must  repent  that  now  so  vainely  bravest." 

sse  that  stroke  so  cruell  passage  found,  83 

auncing  on  her  shoulder-plato  it  bit 

le  bone,  and  made  a  griesiy  wound, 

c  her  shield  through  raging  smart  of  it 

carse  uphold ;  yet  soone  she  it  requit: 

ving  force  increast  through  furious  paine, 

*  so  rudely  on  the  helmet  smit 
empierced  to  the  very  braine, 

*  proud  penon  low  proBtr4ted  on  the  p\BAno» 


Where  beinit  lajd,  tlie  wrothfull  BritoneBW 
Stoyd  DOt  till  she  came  to  h^raelfo  a4(&inei 
But  in  revengq  both  of  her  loTea  diatrfsse 
And  her  late  rile  reproch  though  rauuted  vainft 
And  alao  of  her  wound  which  »ore  did  paiaD, 
She  witt  CUP  stroke  both  head  and  helmet  rleflt 
'Which  dreudful  siglit  when  all  her  warlike  traiae 
There  preaent  naw,  each  one  of  sence  bt-reft 
Fled  fast  into  the  towue,  and  her  sole  vii-tor  le(t 

But  jet  BO  fast  they  could  not  home  retrate, 

But  that  Bwilt  TaluB  did  the  formoBt  win  ; 

Ajid,  pressing  through  the  preace  unto  the  gale, 

Pelinell  with  them  nttonce  aid  enter  in: 

There  then  a  piteous  alaughter  did  befiin; 

For  all  that  ever  ceme  within  his  reach 

He  witli  his  ,yron  Bale  did  thresh  so  thin. 

That  he  no  worlie  at  all  lell  for  the  leach ; 

like  to  an  hideous  storme,  which  uothing  m&r  en 

And  now  by  this  the  nobis  conqoereaao 
JlerseLfe  c*nit!  iu,  her  glory  to  partake; 
Where  though  rcTcngefull  tow  ehe  did  profcMO, 
Yet,  when  alie  saw  the  heupes  which  he  did  maka 
Of  elaughtred  earkasats,  her  heart  did  quake 
"^  jth,  which  did  it  alnioat  n" 


■rest  wonder  ud  Mtonultmetit 
moit  ehait  Penelope  powetse, 
er  lord,  that  wu  rt'ponti  drMit 
A  Ions  since  in  doloroua  distresM, 
ime  to  her  in  piteom  WTetchedaesWp 
IK  trsTell  of  full  twenty  jeareH  i 


i;  deare  lord,  what  light  a  thin,"  qaoth  tbo,        41 

mrv-^me  hath  miBfortmie  made  of  70a  t 

8  tliat  drmulfull  manlf  lookeP  where  be 

iKhtT  palmpt,  the  which  je  wont  t'  embrew 

I  ot  tingf.  and  great  hoaatea  to  lubdewP 

ight  on  earth  lo  wondrona  change  ture  wiongLt 

ve  robde  jou  of  that  manlr  hewF 

I  great  courage  itonped  have  to  ooght  ? 

■ewell,  flesh]  j  force ;  I  see  thy  pride  ii  nought  V 

>rth  the  etn^ight  into  k  bowre  him  brooght,         41 

nd  him  those  uncomely  weedea  undightj 

heir  steede  for  other  rayment  soujiUt, 

~  Ihcrc  was  creat  store,  and  armors  bright, 

.ad  bene  rell  from  many  a  noble  knight ; 

hat  proud  amazon  subdewed  had, 

fortune  favourd  her  successe  Ju  fighi 

1  whenaa  she  him  anew  had  clad, 

rerir'd.  and  iof  d  much  in  hii  sembluoe  glad. 

awhile  they  afb;rwarda  remained,  43 

■efrenh,  and  her  late  wounds  to  heale; 

rliirli  Kiiarc  she  there  as  prineeas  rained; 

itciu);  all  that  forme  of  common-wealo 

iy  of  woroi'n  did  repeale. 

ley  hod  long  uxurpt ;  and,  them  restoring 

nuhiection,  did  true  instice  deale : 

lliey,  as  a  goddeiM,  her  sdorind, 

dome  did  admire,  and  hearkned  to  her  lonng. 


istratcs  of  all  that  city  wade. 

■  to  them  ereat  liring  and  larse  fee: 

t  they  should  for  ever  faithfuli  bee, 

m  gwearc  fl-alty  to  Arlefcall : 

a  hinttelfe  now  well  recur'd  did  tea, 

d  to  proceed,  whatao  befall, 

ant  mdronture  which  him  fortli  ^oA  o^ 


Fall  Md  ftnd  sorronfull  was  BriUnnart 
Fof  his  dcparhirc.  her  new  cause  of  grief tt 
Yet  iriaely  moderated  her  owne  smart. 
Swing  Ills  honor,  irhicli  she  tcndnd  cliiefe, 
Cotsisted  aiiich  in  that  sdvenlurts  prief«: 
The  care  whereof,  and  hoi>o  of  his  bukvmni. 
Gave  unto  her  great  comfort  and  r^efe ; 
That  iromaniah  vomyhunts  she  did  rpprevae^ 
And  tempred  for  the  time  lier  present  ' 

There  she  eontina'd  for  a  c«rtjiine  space. 
Till  throut^h  his  want  her  woe  did  more  inrreaK: 
Then,  bopmi;  that  the  change  of  aii«  nnd  place 
Would  rhiuiae  her  pnine  mnd  sorrow  aomcwhal  ei 
She  iiart^xl  thence,  Iier  anguish  to  appease. 
M(«ne  while  her  noble  lot^i  Sir  Arteinil 
Went  on  his  wav ;  ne  ever  howre  diflu  hul'l 
Till  he  redeemed  had  that  lady  thraU: 
That  foi  another  canto  will  more  titly  fall. 


CiNTO  vin. 

Prince  Arthqn  ind  Sir  Artcgal] 

TUtj  ilsy  lb*  soudui:  driTe  his  wK^ 
Adicla  lo  degpairr. 

NocroHT  under  heaven  so  strongly  doth  allure 
The  sence  of  man,  and  all  his  mmde  possease. 
As  hcautiea  lorely  baite,  that  doth  procure 
Great  warriours  oft  their  rigour  to  represse. 
And  mighty  hands  forget  their  mantiuessc ; 
Drawne  with  the  powre  of  an  heart- robbing  eye. 
And  wrapt  in  fetters  of  a  golden  Irease. 
That  can  with  melting  plea»aunce  mollifje 
Their  hardncd  hearta  enur'd  to  bloud  and  crueltr. 

So  whytome  learad  that  mighty  Jewish  ewaine, 
Each  of  whose  lockes  did  match  a  man  in  might. 
To  lay  his  spoiles  before  his  leroans  trains : 
So  also  did  that  great  Oelean  knight 
For  luB  loTCB  sake  his  lions  skin  undight  j 
And  so  did  warlike  Antony  neglect 
The  worlds  whole  rule  for  Cleopalras  sight. 
k^uch  wondrous  powicW\]ii«e«ieia^!i\ift«aMct 
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t  coul(i  it  not  stcrno  ArtejL^all  rotaiue,  3 

^r  hold  from  suite  of  Lis  avowed  quest, 
Jiich  he  had  undertane  to  Gloriane ; 
left  his  lore  (albe  her  strong  requett) 
e  Britomart  in  languor  and  unreat, 

rode  himselfe  uppon  his  first  intent : 

^^  dajr  nor  night  dia  ever  idly  rest ; 
~   wight  but  onely  Talus  with  him  went» 

true  guide  of  his  way  and  vertuous  gOTemmenti 


traTelling,  he  ohaunst  far  off  to  heed  4 

damzell  nving  on  a  palfrey  fast 
»fbre  two  knights  that  aft^  her  did  speed 
ith  all  their  powre,  and  her  full  fiercely  chast 
hope  to  hare  her  overhent  at  last: 
_  _  t  fled  she  fast,  «nd  both  them  farre  outwent, 
^  Ottrried  with  wings  of  feare,  like  fowle  aghast, 
^  'With  locks  all  loose,  and  n^yment  all  to  rent: 
And  ever  as  she  rode  her  eye  was  baokeward  bent. 

Boone  afler  these  he  saw  another  knight,  I 

That  after  those  two  former  rode  apace 

With  speare  in  rest,  and  priokt  witn  all  his  might  x 

So  ran  they  all,  as  tiiey  had  bene  at  baoe. 

They  being  chased  that  did  others  chace. 

At  length  he  saw  the  hindmost  overtake  ^ 

One  of  those  two,  and  force  him  tume  his  face ; 

However  loth  he  were  his  wav  to  slake, 

Yet  mote  he  algates  now  abide,  and  answere  make. 

But  th'  other  still  pursu'd  the  fearefull  mayd ;  6 

Who  still  from  him  as  fast  away  did  flie, 

IS^e  once  for  ought  her  speedy  passage  stayd. 

Till  that  at  length  she  did  before  her  spie 

Sir  Artegall,  to  whom  she  streig[ht  did  nie 

With  gladfull  hast,  in  hope  of  hun  to  get 

Succour  against  her  greedy  enimy: 

Who  seeing  her  aoproch  gan  forward  set 

To  save  her  from  her  feare,  and  him  from  foroe  to  let 

But  he,  like  hound  full  greedy  of  his  pray,  7 

Bein^  impatient  of  impediment, 

Contmu  a  still  his  course,  and  b^  the  wi^ 

Thought  with  his  speare  him  quight  have  overwent, 

So  both  together,  ylike  felly  bent. 

Like  fiercely  met :  but  Artegall  was  stronger. 

And  better  skiid  in  tilt  and  turnament. 

And  bore  him  quite  out  of  his  saddle,  iong^       \wtcnm,«t  ^ 

Then  two  §peane§  length:   fo  nuMnuefe  Qi^e{t*ifis9w^  >^ 


iBM 

And  in  bis  fall  nusfortune  Lint  mistookei~i 
For  on  his  head  anhiippily  he  pright>  ' 

Tliat  hia  ciwne  waialit  liis  nettke  asunder  brofci; 
And  left  {here  dottd.     Jfeane  wliile  Ibe  or'      '  "' 
I)efeated  had  the  other  fBTlciir  qiii({lit. 
And  all  his  bowels  in  his  body  braat : 
Whom  learing  there  in  that  dispiteous  nitafcb 
He  ran  Mill  on.  tliinking  to  folloir  Ikat 
His  other  fellow  pugaa  vhicb  before  fa' 

Inslfad  of  whom  findini;  there  ready  preat 

Sir  Art^mall,  without  disf  ration 

He  at  him  ran  with  reodjf  speare  it  .,.^„ . 

Who,  seeini;  him  come  still  so  fi^ nsely  on, 

AgiuDst  him  made  agoine :  so  both  aooD 

Together  met,  and  strongly  either  strooke 

And  broke  their  spcares ;  yet  neither  has  liirffHi 

Hia  horses  batke.  yet  to  and  fro  long  shooke  l_ 

And   lottred.  like  two  towres  which   thnnigh  a  H 

Sut.  when  acaine  tbey  bad  rpcorftvd  senee. 

They  drew  their  swords,  in  mmd  to  make  amends 

For  what  their  Epeares  had  fxvld  of  their  pretenm: 

AVbich  when  the  damzell.  who  those  dea<m'  ends 

Of  both  bcr  foes  had  seene,  and  now  her  frendi 

For  her  beginning  a  more  fearefull  fray  j 

She  to  them  runnes  in  hast,  and  her  haire  rends 

Crying  to  them  their  cruell  handa  to  star, 

Untill  they  both  do  heare  what  she  to  t^ein  will  s«y- 

They  stayd  their  hands ;  when  she  thus  gan  to  Bpe«k«; 
"  Ah !  gentle  knights,  what  meane  ye  thus  imirise 
Upon  yourselves  anothers  wrong  to  wreakeP 
I  am  tue  wroug'd,  whom  ye  did  enterprise 
Both  to  redresse,  and  both  redreat  likewise : 
Witnesse  the  paynims  both,  whom  ye  may  see 
There  dead  on  ground ;  what  doe  je  then  devise 
Of  more  revenge  P  if  more,  then  1  am  ehee 
Which  was  the  roote  of  all ;  cad  your  reyenf^  on  me.' 

Whom  when  they  heard  so  say,  they  loobt  aboat 

To  weete  if  it  were  true  as  she  had  told ; 

Where  when  they  saw  their  foes  dead  out  of  doubt, 

Eflsoones  they  Ran  their  wrothfall  hands  to  hold. 

And  ventailcB  reare  each  other  to  behold, 

Tho,  whenas  Arttpall  did  Artllure  vew, 

So  faire  a  creature  and  so  wondrous  bold. 

He  much  admited  both  \^W«x\.«:a4.W-9[. 

And  toudked  vitk  ua!tic6  •SeoSaaa.'wi^'Wm  &x«qt  ^ 
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Saying,  "  sir  knight,  of  pardon  I  you  pray,  13 

TuBl  flJl  unwceting  have  yon  wrong'd  thus  sare^ 

^  Boffrin^  my  hand  againit  my  heart  to  stray : 

..  ^  Which  if  ye  please  forgiye,  1  will  therefore 
TfTeeld  for  amends  myselfe  voora  erermore. 
Or  whatso  penaunoe  shall  by  you  be  red." 
To  whom  tne  prince ;  "  certes  me  needeth  more 
To  crave  the  same ;  whom  errour  so  misled, 
Aa  that  I  did  mistake  the  living  for  the  ded. 

**  But,  sith  ye  nlease  that  both  oar  blames  shall  dia,         U 

Amends  may  for  the  treepasse  soone  be  made. 

Since  neither  is  endamadg*d  much  thereby." 

So  can  they  both  themselyes  full  eath  perswade 

To  faire  accordaunce,  and  both  faults  to  ahadoy 

£ither  embracing  other  loringly. 

And  swearing  faith  to  either  on  nis  blade, 

Never  thenceforth  to  nourish  enmity. 

Bat  either  others  cause  to  maintaine  mutoally. 

Then  Artegall  gan  of  the  prince  enquire,  16 

What  were  those  knights  which  there  on  ground  were  lajd 

And  had  receiv'd  their  follies  worthy  hire, 

And  for  what  cause  they  chased  so  that  m^yd. 

'*  Certes  I  wote  not  well,"  the  prince  then  sayd* 

*'  But  bv  adventure  found  them  faring  so. 

As  by  tlie  way  unweetingly  I  strayd. 

And  lo !  the  oamzell  selfe,  whence  all  did  grow. 

Of  whom  we  may  at  will  the  whole  occasion  know."* 

Then  they  that  damzell  called  to  them  nie,  16 

And  asked  her,  what  were  those  two  her  fone, 

I^'rom  whom  she  earst  so  fast  away  did  flie ; 

And  what  was  she  herselfe  so  woe-begone. 

And  for  what  cause  pursu'd  of  them  attone. 

To  whom  she  tbus ;  "  Then  wote  ye  well,  that  I 

Poe  serve  a  queene  that  not  far  hence  doth  wone, 

A  princesse  of  great  powre  and  maiestie, 

Pamous  through  all  the  world,  and  honor'd  far  and  nie. 

"  Her  name  Mercilla  most  men  use  to  call  17 

That  is  a  mayden  queene  of  high  renowne, 
for  her  great  bounty  knowcn  over  all 
And  soveraine  grace,  with  which  her  royall  crowne 
She  doth  support,  and  strongly  beateth  downfi 
The  maVice  of  her  foe$,  which  her  envy 
And  at  her  happinesae  do  fret  and  frowne  \ 
Yet  fihe  herselfe  the  more  doth  magnify. 
And  even  toherfoeaher  mercies  mul\ap\y  • 
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Moiigst  many  whicL  malipne  ber  haupj  gtate, 
here  is  a  inightv  man,  wtich  woquph  oere  by, 
,Iiat  wiLh  most  fell  despight  aad  dendl^r  hate 
Seokea  to  subvert  ter  crowne  and  di^iCy, 
And  all  Iiia  powre  doth  thereunto  apply  : 
And  her  good  knights,  (of  which  so  brave  n  Iwnd 
BtTTeB  her  as  any  princesse  aader  sky.) 
He  either  epoiles,  if  thef  a^Rliiist  liiiu  titand, 
"    to  tiia  part  allurua,  and  bribeth  under  hand. 

"  Ne  liim  sufficeth  all  the  wrong  and  ill 

Uliich  he  unto  her  people  does  each  day  j 

But  that  ho  6eL>kts  by  h'ayli.'roua  traJuc«  to  spill 

Iler  person,  and  her  sacred  selfe  to  liaj  : 

That.  O  yc  hpavcnB,  defend!  and  tume  away 

From  her  unto  the  miscreant  hiiuiolfe ; 

That  neither  hath  reliirion  nor  fay, 

Dut  mukfs  his  god  of  his  ungodly  pelfo. 

And  idoles  serves :  so  let  his  idols  seire  the  etfe  t 

"  To  all  whieli  cruell  tyranny,  they  say. 

Ho  is  provokt,  and  stird  up  day  and  lugbt 

By  his  had  wife  that  hiaht  Adicia; 

Who  counsi'U  hiw,  through  confidence  of  misbt. 

To  breake  all  bonds  of  law  and  rules  of  right : 
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tly,  that  no  shame  might  wanting  be,  23 

ras  gone,  soone  after  me  she  sent 

y  false  knights,  whom  there  ye  lying  see, 

them  dishonoured  and  shent : 

kt  be  Grod,  and  your  good  hardiment ! 

e  the  price  of  their  owne  folly  payd." 

lis  damzell,  that  hight  Samient ; 

Lose  knights  for  their  so  noble  ayd 

most  grat«f\ill  shew'd,  and  heaped  thanks  repajd. 

now  having  throughljr  heard  and  seene  24 

great  wrongs,  the  which  that  mayd  complained 

>ene  done  against  her  lady  queene 

•roud  dame,  which  her  so  much  disdfdned, 

ved  much  thereat,  and  twixt  them  fained 

their  force  to  worke  avengement  strong, 

e  souldan  selfe,  which  it  mayntained, 

is  lady,  th'  author  of  that  wrong, 

)n  all  those  knights  that  did  to  her  belong. 

kiD^  best  by  counterfet  disguise  25 

leseigne  to  make  the  easier  way, 
this  complot  twixt  themselves  devise: 
t  Sir  Artegall  should  him  array 
of  those  two  knights  which  dead  there  lay; 
I  that  damzell,  the  sad  Samient, 
)  his  purchast  prize  with  him  convay 
Bouluans  court,  her  to  present 
scornefuU  lady  that  for  her  had  sent. 

V  had  deviz'd.  Sir  Artegall  26 

Lin  th'  armour  of  a  pagan  knight, 
Dg  with  him,  as  his  vanquisht  thrall, 
azell,  led  her  to  the  souldans  right: 
x)ne  as  his  proud  wife  of  her  had  sight, 
her  window  as  she  looking  lay, 
led  streicht  it  was  her  pajnim  knight, 
rough t  that  damzell  as  his  purchast  pray; 
to  him  a  page  that  mote  direct  his  wi^ : 

inging  them  to  their  appointed  place,  Z7 

3  service  to  disarme  the  knight ; 

^fusing  him  to  let  unlace, 

)t  to  be  discovered  by  his  sight, 

iselfe  still  in  his  straunge  armour  dight: 

ter  whom  the  prince  arrived  there, 

ding  to  the  souldan  in  despight 

efyance,  did  of  him  requere 

\seJJ  whom  he  held  as  wrongfoU.  ptiBonet^ 
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Tierewith  the  Bonldaa  all  with  farie  fixn^t, 
Biri^arLng:  and  banniuij  moat  bloepbemoual;, 
^oraraaunded  straight  hU  armour  to  be  broasittt 
Knd,  mounting  Btraiffht  upon  a  cliarret  bye, 
fcitli  jroQ  whoeiea  and  hookes  arra'd  dreadfullj, 
Ind  dranue  of  cruell  steedes  which  he  had  fed 
pith  Hesli  of  men.  whom  tbrou^fli  (ell  tytaanr 
e  fllaugbtrt'd  bad,  aod  ero  they  were  halfe  ded 
'i  bodies  to  bis  bcastes  for  provi^nder  did  apred; 


ist.  j    n  unco  ua  the  gKBM 

'  liiin  readie  did  awayte 

Id  glist«ring  armus  right  goodly  well  btretxatt 
what  sboue  us  bright  aa  doth  tho  hesTeii  sheene; 
And  by  hid  stirrup  Talus  did  attend, 
I'ia^ring  his  paai'a  part,  as  he  had  bccne 
"elorc  diretti'd  bv  his  lord;  to  th'  eud 
.c  should  his  flaile  to  fiuall  execution  bend. 

fie  they  both  together  to  their  goare 
ke  fierce  minds,  but  BieaciiiiK«  different: 
Vor  the  proud  souldan,  with  preBumptuoos  cheiva 
Jnd  eouuli'iiance  subUme  aiid  insolent, 
■oiitibt  onely  slaughter  and  arengeiuent ; 
it  the  bmvfl  priuet;  for  honour  and  {• 
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he  prince  unto  liis  charret  nigh,  ?3 

rae  stroke  to  fasten  on  him  neare; 

s  mounted  in  his  seat  so  high, 

ing-footed  coursers  him  didbeare 

ly,  that,  ere  his  readie  speare 

idvauce,  he  farre  was  gone  and  past: 

3  him  did  follow  every  where, 

red  was  of  him  likewise  full  fast, 

in  his  stcedes  the  flaming  breath  did  last. 

J  pacran  threw  another  dart,  34 

le  had  with,  him  abundant  store 
ude  of  his  embatteld  cart, 
other  weapons  lesse  or  more, 
rhke  uses  nad  deviz'd  of  yore ; 
i  shaft,  guyded  through  th'  ayrie  wydo 
ad  spirit  that  it  to  mischicfe  bore, 
till  through  his  curat  it  did  glyde, 
a  griesly  wound  in  his  enriven  side. 

he  grieved  with  that  haplesse  throe,  S5 

pd  had  the  welspriug  of  his  blood; 
the  more  that  to  his  hatefull  foe 
lot  come  to  wreake  his  wrathfull  mood : 
'  him  rave,  like  to  a  lyon  wood, 
ng  wounded  of  the  huntsmans  hand 
lie  neare  him  in  the  covert  wood, 
with  houghes  hath  built  his  shadj  stand, 
himsclfe  about  with  many  a  flaming  brand. 

he  souffht  t'approch  unto  him  ny  38 

jt  wheeles  about  him  whirled  round, 
liim  backe  againe  as  fast  to  fly; 
is  steedes,  like  to  an  hungry  hound 
iTiijr  after  game  hath  cannon  found, 
did  him  pursew  and  chace, 
3od  steed,  all  were  he  much  renound 
courage  and  for  hardie  race, 
endure  their  sight,  but  fled  from  place  to  place. 

they  trast  and  traverst  to  and  fro,  37 

i  everjr  way  to  make  some  breach ; 

the  prince  not  nigh  unto  him  goe, 

ure  stroke  he  might  unto  him  reach, 

liis  strengthes  assay  he  might  him  teach: 

)m  his  victorious  shield  he  drew 

which  did  his  powrefull  light  empeach ; 

ling  full  before  his  horses  vow, 

poD  him  prest,  it  plaine  to  theax  did  akiisw. 

B  B 


no 
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Like  liBhtcnicK  flssU  that  hntti  tlie  g&zcr  banei 
io  did  tlie  sight  thereof  Uieir  BenBe  dismaj, 
riiat  hneke  ajjaJQe  upon  themseiv^s  tlisy  lunuA 
And  Willi  tht^ir  rj-der  raniie  perforce  away : 
tie  could  the  souldan  them  froin  flrioK  stay 
With  raynea  or  wonted  nilfi,  as  well  Ue  fcne«! 
Nuuitht  feared  ihey  what  he  could  do  cir  mj, 
lint  til'  oiiely  feare  that  was  before  their  tcw  ;  . 

wliieh  like  mazed  doero  dismajfully  liief  Iw-  I 

Past  did  the^  fly  bb  them  there  fectc  could  heu» 

High  over  hilles,  and  low  Iv  over  dales, 

As  ihcy  were  foUow'd  of  ticir  fomicr  fcare : 

In  vainc  the  psgao  banaes.  and  Eweares.  and  tv^ 

And  boeke  Hilh  batii  hia  hands  unto  him  hayh* 

The  reety  raynes,  regarded  now  no  more : 

He  to  tlieni  eidles  and  speakeB,  yet  nouulit  snyla; 

They  heare  him  not,  thi'y  have  forgot  Ilia  Iotb: 

But  go  which  way  they  hat;  their  guid«  the;  Wt I 

As  when  the  firie-mouthcd  Htcedca,  whicli  drew 
The  sunnea  hriyht  waj-ne  to  Phaofcoaa  decny, 
Soone  09  they  did  the  Bionstrous  ei-orpion  rew 
With  uulv  craplcB  crawling  in  their  why. 
The  dreaafuU  mKht  did  them  ho  sore  atfVay, 
Thai  their  well-knowen  couraea  they  forg 
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cursed  sonne  of  Theseus,  43 

ing  his  ehaee  in  dewy  mome, 
tepdames  love  outrageous, 
e  steedes  was  all  to  peeces  tome, 
re  limbs  left  in  the  woods  forlome ; 
s  sake  Diana  did  lament, 
!  woody  nymphes  did  wayle  and  mourne : 
i  souldain  rapt  and  all  to  rent, 
shape,  appear'd  no  litle  moniment. 

iliield  and  armour,  which  there  lay,  44 

thing  whole,  but  all  to  brusd  and  broken, 

take,  and  with  him  brought  away, 

remaine  for  an  etemall  token 

i^st  whom  this  storie  should  be  spoken, 

lily,  by  Heavens  high  decree, 

t  day  of  wrong  herselfe  had  wroken; 

pn,  which  that  spectacle  did  see, 

sample  mote  for  ever  warned  bee. 

le,  before  the  tyrants  dore,  45 

them  be  hung  in  all  mens  sight, 
)mment  for  evermore, 
en  his  ladic  from  the  castles  hight 
much  appald  her  troubled  spright : 
?  women  wont,  in  dolefull  fit 
smayd,  or  favnted  through  afiBright, 
•ed  unto  her  licr  troubled  wit, 
t'tsoones  devize  to  be  aveng'd  for  it. 

3wne  she  ranne,  like  an  enraged  cow  46 

•obbed  of  her  youngling  dere, 
3  in  hand,  and  fatally  old  vow 

her  on  that  maydcn  messengere, 
?  had  causd  be  kept  as  prisonere 
11,  misween'd  for  ner  owne  knight, 
;ht  her  backe :  and,  comming  present  there, 

ran  with  all  her  force  and  might, 
i  with  revenge  and  furious  despight. 

g  Ino,  when  with  knife  in  hand  47 

her  husbands  murdred  infant  out ; 
'dea.  when  on  Colchicke  strand 
ers  bones  she  scattered  all  about; 

madding  mother,  mongst  the  rout 
IS  priests,  her  owne  deare  flesh  did  teare : 
?r  Ino,  nor  Medea  stout, 
e  Mcenades  so  furious  were. 
Id  woman  when  she  saw  that  damzell  ^eie* 

BB  2 


THB    FAEBIB    QUBEXB. 

t  ArtpRall  beitJB  thereof  aware 
'      iiy  luT  cras'll  hand  ere  she  her  raughti 
H  slu'  did  herai-'lfe  to  strike  prepare, 
lu'r  tiiit  tliB  wii'ked  weapon  uaught: 
ihrit.  Iifceoue  enfelon'd  or  distraught, 
vdi  did  n)ine  whetbor  her  ra^e  her  bora, 
illi  fraiiticki!  piisaion  and  with  furie  fraught; 
lad,  breaking  fi^rUi  out  nt  a  poat<M^e  dore, 

to  tlio  wilde  wood  ranne,  her  dolouTH  to  dcplon 

a  niiid  hytch,  whctms  the  frantieke  fit 
r  iiiiriiing  tougue  with  rago  inflamed  hath, 
til  nuiiit'  at  rundon,  and  with  rurioua  bit 
itrliiiij  al  everything  doth  wroake  hor  wroth 
Tiinii  uud  heasl  tliat  oomraeth  in  her  path. 
ere  tliey  doc  say  that  she  tranHibrmed  was 
o  a  tifpv,  and  tiaat  lyeres  BCiath 
erucUie  and  outrage  elie  did  pas, 
0  prove  her  euraame  true,  that  alio  impoMd  Im- 


3  and  Hrmed  men,  which  did  n 

IS  [lart  and  to  tbo  aouldan  lout: 
|]|  wlin'L  he  rlid  assault  with  rourage  siovit. 
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CANTO  IX. 

Arthur  and  Art«^all  catch  Ouyle 

Whom  Talus  doth  dismay: 
They  to  Mercillaes  pallace  come. 

And  see  her  rich  array. 

are,  or  wliat  other  salrage  wight,  1 

'eding  furious  and  fell 
.  when  it  hath  arm'd  itselfe  with  miffhtP 
ong.^t  men  that  doe  with  reason  mell, 
rst  wyld  beasts,  and  salvage  woods,  to  dweD ; 
ill  the  stronger  doth  the  weake  devoure, 
that  most  in  boldnesse  doe  excell 
hied  most,  and  feared  for  their  powre 
Jicia  there  to  build  her  wicked  bowre. 

her  wonne,  farre  from  resort  of  men,  2 

Lrht<?ou8  Artegall  her  late  exyled; 
lier  ever  keepe  her  damned  den, 
)ne  may  be  with  her  lewd  parts  defyled, 
but  beasts  may  be  of  her  despoyled: 
e  wo  to  the  noble  prince,  where  late 
im  h*ave,  after  that  he  had  foyled 
1  souhlan,  and  with  dreadfuU  fate 
rly  subverted  his  unrighteous  state. 

iving  with  Sir  Artegall  a  space  3 

st  in  that  souldans  late  delight, 

1,  resolving  now  to  leave  the  place, 

id  all  the  wealth  therein  behight 

':  damzell  in  her  ladies  right, 

ould  have  departed  on  their  way : 

hem  woo'd,  by  all  the  meanes  she  might, 

estly  besought  to  wend  that  day 

,  to  see  her  ladie  thence  not  farre  away. 

!  entreatie  both  they  overcommen  4 

qroe  with  her;  and  Dy  the  way, 

fallcs,  of  8undr>'  things  did  commen  ; 

•hich  that  damzell  did  to  them  bewray 

re  adventure  which  not  farre  thence  lay; 

a  wicked  vUlaine,  bold  and  stout, 

onned  in  a  rocke  not  farre  away, 

>ed  nil  the  countrie  thereabout, 

rht  the  pillage  home,  wlieiic«  none  co\iVd.g,e\.\^.  o>}^»* 
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And  eke  tlio  faji'tDesse  or  hia  (In'ellu)^  eJmv 
Both  unaMaylHble.  ga^e  him  givat  a>-<le: 


OHUooth  of  tongue,  Bod  subtile  in  Lu  t«I<^ 
That  could  deceive  one  Wking  in  his  £uv: 
Tlierplorc  by  name  Malciisiti  th.-.y  him  ciil 
Well  liioweu  by  his  ftates,  and  famous  oter  iS. 

Throuf  h  these  his  sli^ts  he  inanj'  doth  aoutbuai: 

And  eke  the  roclce,  in  which  he  wonts  to  dwdO, 

Is  iTondroua  sLroog  and  hewn  fuT«  under  groasi 

A  dreadfiill  depth,  how  deepe  no  man  can  Idli 

But  some  doe  sa^  it  goeth  downe  to  hell: 

And,  all  within,  it  fuU  of  wyndioKS  ia 

And  hidden  wayes  that  acaise  an  nound  by  BmeH 

Can  follow  out  those  false  footsteps  of  hia, 

He  none  cam  backe  retume  tliat  once  are  gone  tink 

Which  when  those  kni(Fhts  had  heard,  their  hearts  gu 

To  understand  Ibat  rilleins  dwelling  plaoe. 

And  greully  it  desir'd  of  her  to  li'urne. 

And  by  which  way  they  toniirJs  it  should  tmc". 

"  AW-ri'  not,"  savil  she,  ■'  that  it  shoiilil  let  your  picv 

Towards  my  ladies  presence  by  you  ment ; 

I  would  jou  guyde  directly  to  the  plai;t'." 

"  Then  let  not  that,"  snid  they,  "  stay  your  intent ; 

For  neither  wiU  one  foot,  till  we  that  carle  have  LtL. 

So  forth  they  past,  till  the3'  approched  n.v 
Unto  the  rocke  where  was  the  vilhiiua  nuu: 
AVhicli  nhen  the  danizell  nejre  at  han<l  did  spy, 
She  warn'd  the  knijjhta  (hereof:  who  thcreupoii 
Gan  to  advize  what  best  were  to  W  doiie. 
So  both  agreed  to  send  that  mayd  afore, 
Where  she  might  sit  niijh  to  the  den  alone, 
Wayling,  and  raj-sing  pittifull  niirore. 
As  if  she  did  some  great  calamitie  deplore. 

With  noyse  whereof  whenas  tlie  caytive  earle 

Sliould  issue  forth,  in  hoiR'  to  find  some  spoyle. 

They  in  awayt  would  closeiy  hiiii  euBnarle, 

Ere  to  ilia  den  he  backward  could  reeoyle; 

And  so  would  hope  iiim  easily  to  fojle. 

The  damzell  straight  went,  as  she  was  directed. 

Unto  the  rocke;  and  there,  upon  the  soyle 

Having  herselfe  in  wreuUei -wviie  oViwcVed, 

Gan  weepe  and  V  as\e  as '^  ftTea*.  s,ric'i«\uii\icniffiv. 
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The  cry  wlioreof  entring  the  hollow  cave 

fiftsoones  brought  forth  the  yillaine,  as  they  ment; 

^Vith  hope  of  her  some  wishfull  boot  to  have: 

?ttll  dreadfull  wight  he  was  as  ever  went 

Opon  the  earth,  with  liollow  eyes  deepe  pent, 

^ad  loog  curld  locks  that  downe  his  shoulders  shagged. 

And  on  his  backe  an  uncouth  vestiment 

JidCade  of  straunge  stufie,  but  all  to  wome  and  ra^gged. 

And  underneath  his  breech  was  all  to  tome  and  lagged. 

And  in  his  hand  an  huge  long  stafie  he  held,  11 

Whose  top  was  arm'd  with  many  an  yron  hooka. 

Fit  to  catch  hold  of  all  that  he  could  weld. 

Or  in  the  compasse  of  his  cloutches  tooke; 

And  ever  round  about  he  cast  his  looke: 

Als  at  his  backe  a  great  i^-ydo  net  he  bore. 

With  which  he  seldom  fished  at  the  brooke. 

But  usd  to  fish  for  fooles  on  the  dry  shore, 

Of  wliich  he  in  faire  weather  wont  to  take  great  store. 

Him  when  the  damzell  saw  fast  by  her  side,  13 

So  ugly  creature,  she  was  nigh  dismayd : 

And  now  for  helpe  aloud  in  earnest  cride: 

But,  when  the  villaino  saw  her  so  affrayd, 

lie  gan  with  guileful!  words  her  to  perswado 

To  banisli  feare ;  and  with  Sardonian  smyle 

Xjau^hini;  on  her,  his  false  intent  to  shade, 

Gan  forth  to  lay  his  bnyte  her  to  beguyle, 

That  from  herself  un wares  ho  might  her  stealo  the  whjle. 

Like  as  the  fouler  on  his  guilefull  pype  13 

Charmes  to  the  birds  full  many  a  pleasant  lay. 

That  they  the  whiles  may  take  lesse  heedie  keepe 

How  1k»  his  nets  doth  for  their  mine  lay, 

So  did  the  villaine  to  her  prate  and  play, 

And  many  pleasant  trickes  before  her  show. 

To  turiie  hor  eyes  from  his  intent  away: 

For  he  in  sliiihU  and  iugling  feates  did  flow, 

And  of  Icyricrdemayne  the  mysteries  did  know. 

To  whii'li  wliik'sl  she  lent  her  intentive  mind,  il 

He  suddenly  his  net  upon  Jier  threw. 

That  oversprad  her  like  a  puife  of  wind; 

And  snatching  her  soone  up,  ere  well  she  knew 

]{an  with  her  fast  away  unto  his  mew. 

Crying  for  helpe  aloud:  but  whenos  ny 

He  came  unto  liis  cave,  and  there  did  vew 

The  armed  knights  stoppinijf  his  pasago  by. 

He  threw  his  burden  dowao  and  fast  away  ^^^l* 
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1.  ArtpfrJill  h™  ftftcr  did  pursewj 
f  trtiilea  Uic  prince  there  kept  the  entrance  stilli 
to  tlie  rofke  he  rail,  and  Ihoreon  flew 
e  a  wyhi  gote,  leaping  TroD)  bill  to  kill, 
[i  daunoine  on  tUe  cragcT ylifft's  at  will  j 
it  deadly  dauu^er  BC^m'u  in  all  mens  (ifcht 
'l  stops,  ythen  footicig  w&s  ao  iU: 
ylnl  for  the  armed  tniglit 
Itlunke  to  follow  him  that  vm  bo  awifl  and  llgU. 

(li'h  when  ho  saw,  his  yron  man  he  aeai 
allow  him ;  for  he  was  swift  in  ciiatre : 
lim  pursewd  wherever  that  he  went  j 
^  over  rockea,  and  hilles.  tod  every  plaeo 

Bere$io  he  SeA.  he  followed  him  apaoe : 

|tluit  he  ahoptl.T  forst  him  to  forsake 

hiuht.  and  dowue  descend  unto  the  boaiti 
'e  he  him  couret  afresh,  and  soooe  did  mnke 
jave  hia  proper  forme,  and  other  shapa  U>  UlJu^ 

a  foxc  hiniaelfe  he  first  did  toume ; 
I  he  liini  bnuted  like  a  foxe  fdll  fuaC : 

.1  lo  a  hush  himsplfe  he  did  tnuuforme; 
I  he  tho  biish  did  beat,  till  that  at  ksL 
a  bird  it  i'haiinp'<l,  btkI  from  him  past. 
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ice  fortU  th<7  pMwd  with  thnt  gentle  majd  ao 

>«  her  Indie,  as  they  did  agree : 

hii-'h  when  slie  aupreched,  thus  she  myd  i 

e  nou',  riuht  noble  knighta,  anir'd  ye  uae 

I  to  the  place  wUioh  ye  deeir'd  to  tee : 

-c  Bliall  ye  see  my  Royerayne  lady  qoeene, 

t  Mcred  wight,  most  debonajre  and  fijee, 

.  ever;i-et  upon  this  earth  was  aeene, 

bat  with  diademe  hath  erer  crowned  beene." 

gentle  l[nii;ht«  rcioyuod  mnoh  to  heare  K 

pra.Tscs  of  that  prince  ao  manifold ; 

,  piLMLng  litle  furtllur,  commen  were 

'ru  the;  a  stately  pallaua  did  behold 

ompoiu  ihow,  much  more  then  she  had  told, 

)  many  tonres  and  torraa  mounted  bye, 

all  thfir  topa  brijjht  glistering  with  gold. 

secm'd  to  out-shine  the  dimmed  shye,  [eye. 

with  thoir  briRhtnesso  daz'J  the  strannge  beholc^ 

'e  they  aligbtinn,  by  that  damsi^ll  were  S3 

cled  in.  and  sheKed  all  the  sight ; 
iKC  porcb,  tliat  nio«t  magnificke  did  appeare, 
d  open  iry Je  to  all  men  day  and  night ; 
narJcil  well  by  one  of  mlcEile  miglit 
s:ite  (licreby,  with  gyant-like  resemblance, 
i-epe  out  L'uyle,  iind  malice,  and  despicht, 
.  under  shew  ofl-timcs  of  fayned  semblanco      [drancei 
wont  in  princes  courts  to  works  great  scath  and  hia- 

hih;  nSi  Awe;  by 

It  up  the  Imll,  that  w 

iill  uf  peuple  making  troublous  din 

wrondruiM  uoyse,  as  if  that  there  were  some 

>-h  unto  Iiicm  was  deaiiu):  righteous  dounic: 

.'|]i>m  they  pas^iiiii  tliroui;li  the  tliiekest  preasie, 

innrshall  of  llie  hiill  to  them  did  coiilc. 

name  htuht  Oriler;  who,  commaundinff  peace,  [ceasse. 

n  guyded  through  the  throng,  that  did  ilieir  iTamoun 

'  cea.'it  their  clamors  upon  them  to  gaze ;  H 

>in  Hei'in);  all  in  armour  brigJit  as  diiy, 

in^  there  to  sec,  it  did  theiti  much  amase, 

with  unwonted  terror  lialfe  all'rari 

never  saw  they  there  the  like  array; 

TIT  H'a«  tbc  name  of  warre  there  spoken, 

loyous  pcaci'  and  iiuictncsse  alwny 

iii«  iiiKl  i>ti]gmenti.  that  mole  not  be  \>toV«^ 

izy  biybca,  or  l/ircatee  of  auy  to  be  vrokeo. 
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Tii^re.  B9  tbej-  entred  at  the  Bcrien^,  tb«y  wKW  ^B 

Some  one,  whose  toumie  wm  fur  his  trespaaae  t^t 

Ka.rld  to  a  post,  adiadeed  so  by  lair; 

For  that  tiierewilh  he  falselj  did  revylei 

And  foule  blaspheme  that  qoeene  for'  Torced  gujle^ 

Both  with  bola  epeachea  which  he  blaz^  had. 

And  with  lewd  poems  which  be  did  compjle  j 

For  the  bold  title  of  a  poet  bad 

He  ou  himsclfi'  had  ts'cD,  and  rajling  ryoKa  l^-l  rpt 

Thos  there  he  stood,  whylest  hieh  over  hia  head 

There  written  waa  the  purport  of  his  sin. 

In  cyphers  strocEe.  that  few  could  rightly  read. 

ion  JTon-i;  but  Bon,  that  once  had  written  bu^ 

■Was  raced  out.  and  Mai  was  now  put  in ; 

So  now  Maffoni  waa  pUinelj  to  be  red ; 

Eyther  for  th'  eviil  which  he  did  therejn. 


They,  psai 

ITnto  the  1 


And  might  of  all  men  royallj  be  s«   _  _, 
Upon  a  throne  of  (told  full  bright  and  aheene. 
Adorned  ail  mth  gemmes  of  endlesse  price. 
As  either  might  for  wealth  liavo  gott«n  beene. 
Or  could  be  fram'd  by  workmans  rare  derice; 
And  all  cmbost  with  lyons  and  with  flourdeLca. 

All  over  her  a  cloth  of  state  waa  spred. 

Hot  of  rich  tissew,  nor  of  cloth  of  gold, 

Kor  of  oupht  else  that  may  be  richest  red, 

But  like  a  cloud,  as  likcst  inay  be  told. 

That  her  brode-sprcading  winps  did  wyde  nnfold ; 

"Whose  skirts  were  bordred  wLth  brisLl  sunny  beam« 

Glistring  like  cold  amon^  the  plights  enrold. 

And  here  and  there  shooting  forth  silver  streamea,  [c!( 

MoDg«t  which  crept  litle  acgels  through  Lbs  glit 

Seemed  tho^e  title  angels  did  uphold 

The  cloth  of  state,  and  on  their  purpled  wings 

Did  beare  the  pendants  through  their  nimble^ae  bold 

Besides,  a  thousand  more  of  such  as  sings 

Hymns  to  hieh  God.  and  carols  heavenly  thiofta. 

Encompassed  the  throne  on  which  she  sate ; 

She,  angel-like,  the  hejre  of  ancient  kings 

And  mightw  conii>i«oT*, to  ioi5ii«A\R-, 
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e  did  sit  in  soverayne  maiestie,  3D 

;  a  scepter  in  her  royall  hand,     ■ 
red  pledge  of  peace  and  clemencie,^ 
hiL'h  High  Grod  had  blest  her  happie  land, 
30  mauv  foes  which  did  withstand : 
ler  feet  her  sword  was  likewise  lajde, 
lonz  rest  rusted  the  bright  steely  brand ; 
Mias  foes  enforst,  or  friends  sought  ayde, 
Id  it  stemely  draw,  that  all  the  world  diBmayde. 

ind  about  before  her  feet  there  sate  31 

of  faire  virgins  clad  in  white, 

0  llv  seem  a  t'adorne  her  royall  state; 
\y  daughters  of  high  loye,  that  hight 
'him  begot  in  loves  delight 

ic  righteous  Themis ;  those  they  say 
)vcs  iudgment-seat  wayt  day  and  night; 
len  in  wrath  he  threats  the  worlds  decay, 
•e  his  anger  calme  and  cruell  vengeance  stay. 

^o  doc,  by  his  divine  permission,  32 

10  thrones  of  mortall  princes  tend, 

i*n  treat  for  pardon  and  remission 

Hants,  through  frayltie  which  offend; 

id  upon  Mercillaes  throne  attend, 

re,  wise  Eunoraie,  myld  Eirene ; 

in  amongst,  her  glorie  to  commend, 

)dlv  Temperance  in  garments  clene, 

red  Reverence  ybomo  of  heavenly  strene. 

1  she  sit  in  royall  rich  estate,  33 
d  of  many,  honoured  of  all ; 

t  underneath  her  feete,  there  as  she  sate, 

*  groat  lyon  lay,  (that  mote  appall 

lie  courage,)  like  captived  thrall 

Htrong  \Ton  chaine  and  coller  bound. 

ce  ho  could  not  move,  nor  quich  at  all ; 

ho  murmure  with  rebellious  sound, 

ily  royne,  when  salvage  choler  gan  redound. 

ig  high  in  dreaded  soverayntie,  3^1 

vo  strange  knights  were  to  her  presence  brought ; 

jwiug  low  before  her  maiestie, 

lor  myld  obeysance,  as  they  ought, 

ekost  boono  that  they  ima^ne  mought : 

u  she  eke  incljming  ner  withall, 

ro  stoupe  of  her  high-soaring  thought, 

efull  countenance  on  them  let  fall, 

ipred  frith  some  maiestie  inip«)na]l. 


As  the  brifflit  nuue.  what  time  Iiia  Srrin  t«W 

Tow&nls  tlie  veatente  brim  bcicina  to  dnw, 

Giiii  to  abate  the  briehtnessi^  or  his  brtne. 

And  fervour  ofhui  flanrn  somewhat  adaw 

So  did  tliis  mightip  ladip.  when  i<he  tmw 

Hioee  two  stTBs^e  knichtg  entth  homa^  to  her  ^ib 

Bate  somfwhat  of  that  maieatie  and  aw» 

Hist  whylome  wont  to  doe  eo  tuan.r  qtiake. 

And  nitli  more  mj-ld  aspect  Ihoae  itro  cat^iiMkr. 

Now  at  that  inatant,  as  occuion  fell, 

"When  the.'ie  two  stnuiEer  kuighta  arrir'd  in  phnv 

She  waa  nhout  affairM  of  eommon-welo. 

Dealing  01'  iuslice  with  indiflerent  ^rai-e^ 

And  hearinK  pleas  of  people  mean  and  b^«e; 

Mon^st  wbicn.  aa  then,  there  «aa  tor  to  be  htari 

The  trf  all  of  a  great  and  wei^tie  case, 

'Which  on  both  sicioa  wan  then  debaltns  hard  r 

Bnt,  at  the  sight  of  these,  those  were  awhile  detwid 

Bnt.  after  all  her  princelj  entertajne. 

To  Ih'  hearinft  of  that  former  caiire  io  hand 

Herselfe  eflsoone?  she  can  (invert  a^ine  , 

^^'hiph  that  tliose  kniphts  likewise  mote  undcntand. 

And  wilncaae  forth  aricht  in  forrain  land. 

Taking  them  up  unto  her  elati'lj  throne, 

Where  they  mote  heare  the  matter  throughly  Mand 

On  either  |iart,  she  phioed  lb'  one  on  th'  one,  . 

Th'  other  on  th'  other  side,  and  neare  them  non«. 

Then  was  there  brought,  as  prisoner  to  the  barre, 

A  ladie  of  creat  eounloiianre  and  plaee. 

But  that  she  it  with  foule  abuse  did  marpe; 

Yet  did  appeare  mre  beautie  in  her  face. 

But  blottea  with  condition  vile  and  base. 

That  all  her  other  honour  did  obscure, 

And  titles  of  nobiiilic  defaee: 

Yet,  in  that  wretehed  semblant.  she  did  rmrc 

The  peoples  great  compassion  unto  her  allure. 

Then  up  arose  a  person  of  deepe  reach. 

And  rare  in-sicht.  hard  matters  to  revele ; 

Tliat  wcU  eould  eliamie  his  tonpue.  and  time  his  gneaeb 

To  all  as,sa.vcs ;  his  name  was  called  Zele: 

He  gan  that  Indy  glrooRlj-  to  nppele 

Of  many  hajTious  crymcs  by  her  enured; 

And  with  sharp  reasons  rang  her  such  a  nele. 

That  those,  wWiv\»\ieVi'v\\\c\AA«ll\ired, 

He  now  V  aXAione  audViMiiVCT  ^CT»iB\i^-^,qp,sj,^ 
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r8t  gan  he  tell  how  this,  that  Beem'd  so  faire  40 

ad  rovall y  arayd,  Duessa  hight ; 

lat  false  Duessa,  which  had  wroufi^ht  great  care 

ad  mlckle  mischiefe  uuto  many  a  Knight 

y  her  beguyled  and  contbunded  ^uight : 

lit  not  for  those  she  now  in  question  oamey 

tiough  also  those  mote  qu^tion'd  be  aright^ 

ut  for  vyld  treasons  and  outrageous  shame, 

^ch  she  against  the  dred  AlerciUa  oft  did  frame. 

or  she  whylome  (as  ye  mote  vet  right  well  41 

emeinber)  had  her  counsels  mlse  conspyred 

^ith  faithlessc  Blandamour  and  Parideu, 

loth  two  her  paramours,  both  by  her  hyred, 

ad  both  witli  hope  of  shadowes  vaine  inspyrcd, 

nd  with  them  practiz'd,  how  for  to  depiyve 

lercilla  of  her  crowne,  by  her  aspyred, 

tiat  nlie  mii^lit  it  unto  herselfe  der^nre, 

ad  tr3  uinph  in  their  blood  whom  she  to  death  did  dryro. 

Lit  through  hi^h  heavens  grace,  which  favour  not  42 

lo  wickeil  drittes  of  trayterous  desynes 

ainst  loiall  princes  all  this  cursed  plot 

re  proofe  it  tooke  discovered  was  Betymes, 

ad  th'  ai'tours  won  the  meede  meet  for  their  crymcB: 

ich  be  the  laeedc  of  all  that  bv  such  mjane 

nto  the  t>  pe  of  kingdomes  title  clymes ! 

at  false  Duessa,  now  untitled  queene, 

Hbls  brought  to  her  sad  doome,  as  here  was  to  be  seene. 

nrongly  did  Zele  her  haynous  fact  enforce,  43 

ad  many  other  crimes  of  foule  defame 

gainst  her  brought,  to  banish  all  remorse, 

ad  a^y^ravate  tlie  horror  of  her  blame : 

nd  with  bim,  to  make  part  against  her,  came 

[any  grave  persons  that  against  her  pled. 

irst  wad  a  sage  old  syre,  tiiat  had  to  name 

he  Kin^ilonies  Care,  with  a  wiiite  silver  bed, 

hat  many  high  regards  and  reasons  gainst  her  red. 

ben  gan  Authority  her  to  oppose  4 1, 

rith  pereuiptorie  powre,  that  made  all  mute; 

nd  then  the  Law  of  Nations  gainst  her  rose, 

nd  reasons  brought,  that  no  man  could  refute ; 

ext  gan  lloligion  gainst  her  to  impute 

[igh  Gods  beheast,  and  powre  of  holy  lawes; 

ben  gan  the  Peoules  Cry  and  Commons  Sate 

nportune  care  of  their  owne  pubiicke  cause ; 

nd  hstijr  luatice  charged  her  with  breack  oi  \k^ 
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Mint  then,  for  her,  on  the  contririe  part, 
Itoae  maay  advowlfg  for  her  to  plcoii: 
TLrsl  there  panic  Pittie  with  full  tender  hart, 
fcnd  with  her  ioyn'd  EeBard  of  Woin&nheadt 
Knd  then  came  DauDger  tlireatnJDg  hidden  dread 
fnd  hifjii  alliance  unto  forren  powre; 
lien  came  Kobilitie  of  Birth,  that  bread 
irent  rnlh  through  her  misforfuneB  tragielie  bIoww} 
'   id  loHtly  Griefi'  did  plead,  and  many  tearea  fonhpH 

•e  touch  whereof  in  tender  hart 
e  Briton  prince  was  gore  empMsionat«, 
..id  woio  inclined  much  onloher  part, 
ll'hrough  the  nod  terror  of  bo  dreadful  fate, 
|\nd  wretched  ruine  of  BO  bigh  estate  j 

ir  Brest  ruth  hja  courage  gun  relent: 
l^'hicli  when  as  Zcle  perceived  to  abate, 
.  mcFt  fervour  to  augment, 

iDQ  many  fcarefull  obiects  to  them  to  present. 

e  gun  t"  eflbrce  the  evidence  anew, 
^nd  new  aecusements  to  produce  in  plac« ; 
nuglit  furtli  that  old  liaa  of  ht'Ifish  how 
iraed  At6,  brought  her  face  to  face, 
iriviw  was  and  partie  in  the  ease: 
po.yle  and  niinoua  decay. 
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;,  whose  princely  breast  was  touched  neare  60 

iteous  ruth  of  her  so  wretched  plight, 

L  plaine  she  saw,  b^y  all  that  she  did  hearo» 

le  of  death  was  gudtie  found  by  right, 

uld  not  let  iust  vengeance  on  her  fight ; 

her  let,  instead  thereof,  to  fall 

rling  drops  from  her  faire  lampes  of  light ; 

liuh  she  covering  with  her  purple  pall 

have  the  passion  hid,  and  up  arose  withalL 


CAI^TO  X. 

Prince  Arthur  takes  the  enterpiza 

For  Belgee  for  to  fight : 
Grerioneos  seneschall 

Ue  slays  in  Beiges  right. 

larkes  doe  doubt  in  their  devicefull  art  1 

er  this  heavenly  thing  whereof  I  treat, 
t<»n  mercie,  be  of  iustice  part,  - 
»vue  forth  from  her  by  divine  extreate: 
ell  I  wote,  that  sure  she  is  as  great, 
eritotli  to  have  as  high  a  place, 
th'  Almighties  everlasting  seat 
«t  was  bred,  and  borne  of  heavenly  race ; 
hence  pour'd  down  on  men  by  inAuence  of  grace. 

;hat  vcrtuo  be  of  so  great  might  2 

from  iust  verdict  wUl  for  nothing  starts 
preserve  inviolated  right, 

lies  the  priucipall  to  save  the  part ; 

;h  more  then  is  that  of  powre  and  art 

jckes  to  save  the  subiect  of  her  skill, 

ver  doth  from  doorae  of  right  depart  | 
greater  prayso  to  save  then  spill, 

ttter  to  re  forme  then  to  cut  on  the  ill* 

aen  can  thee,  Mercilla,  throughly  praysc,  3 

erein  doest  all  earthly  princes  pas  r 

ticavenly  muse  shall  thy  great  honour  rayse 

lie  skies,  whence  first  deriv'd  it  was, 

>w  on  earth  itselfe  enlarged  has, 

h'  utmost  brinke  of  the  Armericke  shoroy 

be  margent  of  the  Molucas  P 

oations  farre  thy  iustice  doe  adore ; 

ne  owne  people  do  thy  zftercy  prayse  nomclL  TDL<ot^ 
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Sturli  more  it  prsjwd  wm  of  Lbow  two  kntftt 
The  noble  prini.'e  and  rightMHu  ArtasaU, 
When  tliey  bul  seene  and  Wsrd  hiir  doGi^  si 
AgaiDBt  Duesso,  dumned  by  tJieni  aU  ; 
But  by  ber  tempred  wilhoat  gricAr  or  jnU, 
Till  slroDg  coDstramt  did  her  therttfi  cafanet 
And  yet  even  thpD  ruinE  ber  wilruU  JaII 
Willi  more  then  needfull  naturall  rentorse. 
And  yeeldiug  llio  last  liouo_        her  nretchied  < 

Dnrinii'  all  nhich,  ttiose  knij^hl    e<xitmu*d  Umi 

Both  doing  anil  m:eiviiig  eurti    ie« 

Of  that  great  ladies  who  with  t-odl^  cliete 

Them  etitertay n'd  Gt  for  tl  etuti^ 

Approving  da.rly  to  their  o  lyea  I 

Boyall  examples  of  her  merum  rare 

And  worthie  pat«ni9  of  her  clemieDcies ; 

Which  till  this  day  mongst  many  living  are. 

rt'ho  (hem  to  their  posteniies  doe  still  dct^Jare. 

Amongst  the  rest  wlnHi  in  Uirii  ?pnco  bfTi.!!, 
There  came  tno  Bpringalls  of  full  tender  yeares, 
Farrc  (hcace  from  forrein  land  where  they  did  dwtfl 
To  secke  for  succour  of  her  and  her  peares. 
With  humble  prayers  and  intreatfull  teares ; 
Sent  by  their  mother  who,  a  widow,  was 
Wrapt  in  great  dolours  and  in  deadly  feares 
Sy  a  atroDg  tyrant,  who  invaded  haa 
Her  land,  and  slaine  her  children  ruefully,  jtlan  ■ 

Her  name  was  BoIbJ;  who,  in  former  age 

A  ladie  of  ^reat  worth  and  wealth  had  beene^ 

And  mother  of  a  fnilel'uU  heritage, 

Even  seventeene  goodly  sonaeB ;  which  who  had  eeeoB 

In  their  first  ilowre,  before  ibiii  fatall  tecne 

Them  overtooke  and  their  faire  bloasomea  blaated. 

More  happie  mother  would  her  surelj  vreeue 

Then  famous  Niobe,  before  she  tasted 

Latonaea  childrens  wrath  that  all  her  isme  wasted. 

But  this  fell  tyrant,  through  his  tortious  povi^ 

Had  lefl  her  now  but  Gre  of  all  that  brood: 

For  twelve  of  them  he  did  h};  times  devoure. 

And  to  his  idols  sacrifice  their  blood, 

Wbylest  he  of  none  was  stopped  nor  withstood 

For  BOothly  he  was  one  of  matchlesse  might. 

Of  horrible  aspect  and  dreadfull  mood. 

And  had  three  bodies  in  one  wast  empight. 

And  ih'  anucs  and  lega  of  three  to  succour  him  in  fipi>* 
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3oth  the;  say  that  he  was  borne  sod  bred 
lilts  race,  the  Bonne  of  Gerjon; 
at  wlijlome  in  Spaine  so  sore  wm  died 
s  hiigo  poirre  and  greal  oppreBsion, 

I  brijught  that  laDd  to  hia  aubiection, 

i:b  his  three  bodies  powre  in  one  combTti'dt 

lie  all  BtraDgers.  in  that  region 

in(t,  to  his  kyne  for  food  Bssjnd; 

yrcst  kyne  ahvc,  but  of  the  fiercest  kyndi 

ey  were  all,  thej^  say^f  purple  hew, 

IV  B  cowlieard,  oieht  Eiuytion, 

II  carle,  the  nhieh  all  strangers  slew, 

,■  nor  iiiglit  did  sicepe  t'  attend  them  on, 

likt  about  them  ever  and  anone 

lis  two-beaded  dogge  that  Orthms  bight 

IS  bei:ott*'n  by  great  Typhaon 

>uU'  Echidna  in  the  house  of  Night : 

crcules  them  all  did  o  ■     -  i  . 


□nc  was  this  Geiyoneo  hiiibt ; 
after  that  his  monstrous  father  fell 

All-ides  club,  streigbt  tooke  hia  flight 
:hiit  wul  land,  whero  he  liia  ayre  did  quell, 
ime  to  Ibis,  where  IidE&  then  did  dwell 
^uritili  in  all  wealth  and  happinesse, 
then  new  made  widow,  as  befell, 
ler  noble  busbanda  late  decease; 

gave  beginning  to  her  woe  ajid  wretchedneisa. 

Iiid  bold  tyrant,  of  her  widowhed 
:  advanliigi'  and  her  yet  fresh  woes, 
Ife  and  service  to  her  oflered, 
defend  ag  linst  all  forrein  foea 
liould  their  powre  against  her  right  oppose: 
of  she  glad,  now  needing  strong  defence, 
ntertayn'd  and  did  bcr  cbampion  chose; 
.  long  ho  usd  with  carefull  diligence, 
tter  to  confirme  her  fearelesse  confidence. 

snes  whereof  she  did  at  last  commit 

Lis  hands,  and  gave  him  aoveraine  powre 

whatever  he  thought  good  or  fit: 
L  having  got,  be  gan  forth  from  that  hown 
Tc  up  atnfe  and  many  a  tragicka  stowiei 

her  dearest  children  one  by  one 
.  dreadfull  monster  to  deronro, 
siting  up  an  idole  of  his  owne, 
ittge  of  iiii  monslioui  pereut  Geryone 


Bat  unto  (crationB  creat  Mercilla  oall 

For  avde  apsiiml  tuat  crueil  ^Tanta  tLeft, 

Ere  all  her  rhildren  he  from  her  had  roft : 

Therefore  these  two.  her  eldest  wnnes,  ike  amt 

To  Beeke  for  succour  of  thia  ladiea  eieft ; 

To  whom  their  But«  thej-  humblv  did  present 

In  th'  heariog  of  fiill  numy  knights  and  ladies  s^nt. 

Amongst  tie  which  then  fortuned  to  bee 

The  Doble  Briton  prince  with  his  brare  peare : 

Who  when  he  none  of  all  those  knights  did  see 

Ki«til7  bent  that  eiit«rprisc  to  lieare. 

Sot  ondortake  llie  same  for  cotrheard  feare. 

He  stepped  forth  with  courage  bold  and  great, 

AdsuT  d  of  all  the  rest  in  presence  there. 

And  Iiuniblv  gan  lliat  mipLtie  queene  entreat 

To  graunt  him  that  adventure  for  liis  former  feat. 

Sli?  gla  ;h-  trraimt.d  ll :  lli.'i,  he  slraiditway 

Himselfe  unto  hia  loumey  gan  prepare.' 

And  all  his  armoura  readie  dight  that  day. 

That  nought  the  morrow  acit  mote  Btar  his  fare^ 

The  morrow  neit  appear'd  with  purple  hayre 

Yet  dropping  fresh  out  of  the  Indian  fount. 

And  bringing  Ught  into  the  heavens  fnyre, 

When  he  was  readie  to  liia  steede  to  mount 

TJnto  hia  way,  which  now  was  all  his  care  and  coant. 

Then  talons  humble  leave  of  that  great  queene. 

Who  fj^ve  him  roial  giAes  and  riches  rare, 

Ae  tokens  of  her  thankefhll  mind  beseene, 

And  leaving  Artcgall  to  his  owne  care, 

Upon  his  voyage  forth  he  gan  to  fare 

With  those  two  gentle  youthes,  which  him  did  gnide 

And  all  his  way  before  him  still  prepare : 

Ne  after  him  did  Artegall  abide, 

But  on  his  first  adveulure  forward  forth  did  lide. 

It  was  not  long  till  that  the  prince  arrived 

Within  the  land  where  dwelt  that  ladie  sad ; 

Whereof  that  tyrant  bad  her  now  deprived. 

And  into  moores  and  marshes  baniaht  had. 

Out  of  the  pleasant  sovle  and  citties  glad. 

In  which  she  vont  to  harbour  happily: 

Bnt  now  hia  crueWj  W)  kiib  ^o  toi, 

Tliatto  those  teniiea  fox  fc«U\e»wsifaftfiiS,%3, 

And  there  beraeVS  4ii  \i^4t  ^toTO,\a»>BaA.'(5T«stts. 


1 
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There  he  her  found  in  sorrow  and  dismajr,  19 

All  solitarie  without  living  wight ; 

For  all  her  other  children*  through  afiray, 

Had  hid  themselves,  or  taken  further  flight : 

And  eke  herselfe  through  sudden  strange  affiright^ 

When  one  in  armes  she  saw,  began  to  fly; 

But,  when  her  owne  two  sonnes  she  haa  in  sights 

She  gan  take  hart  and  looke  up  ioyfully; 

For  well  she  wist  this  knight  came  succour  to  supply. 

And,  running:  unto  them  with  greedr  ioyea,  20 

Fell  straight  about  their  neckes  as  tn^  did  kneele, 

And  bursting  forth  in  teares ;  "  Ah !  my  sweet  boyes,** 

Sayd  she,  *' yet  now  I  gin  new  life  to  feele; 

And  feeble  spirits,  that  gan  faint  and  reele, 

Now  rise  againe  at  this  your  ioyous  sight. 

Alrcadie  seemes  that  fortunes  headlong  wheele 

Begins  to  turne,  and  sunne  to  shine  more  bright 

Then  it  was  wont,  through  comfort  of  this  noole  knight." 

Then  turning  unto  him ;  "  And  you,  sir  knight,"  21 

Said  she,  **  that  taken  have  this  tpylesome  paine 

For  wretched  woman,  miserable  wight, 

May  you  in  heaven  immortall  guerdon  gains 

For  so  great  travell  as  you  doe  sustaine  I 

For  other  meede  may  hope  for  none  of  mee, 

To  whom  nought  else  but  bare  life  doth  remaine ; 

And  that  so  wretched  one,  as  ye  do  see 

Is  liker  Hngring  death  then  loathed  life  to  bee.** 

Much  was  he  moved  with  her  piteous  plight ;  22 

And  low  dismounting  from  his  loftie  steede 

Gan  to  recomfort  her  all  that  he  might. 

Seeking  to  drive  away  deepe-rootea  dreede 

With  hope  of  helpe  in  that  her  ^atest  needo. 

So  thence  he  wished  her  with  hun  to  wend 

Unto  some  place  where  they  mote  rest  and  feede. 

And  she  take  comfort  which  Grod  now  did  send : 

Good  hart  in  evils  doth  the  evils  much  amend. 

•*  Ay  me  !*'  savd  she,  "  and  whither  shall  I  goeP  2B 

Are  not  all  places  full  of  forraine  powres  P 
My  pallaces  possessed  of  mv  foe. 
My  cities  sactt,  and  their  sky-threatning  towres 
IRaced  and  made  smooth  fields  now  full  of  flowres? 
Oncly  these  marishes  and  myrie  bo(^. 
In  which  the  fearefull  ewfles  do  bmld  theb  \)Qram:b 
YeeJd  me  an  boatrjr  mongst  the  croking  {tog:&« 
AMd  harbour  here  m  Bafety  from  thoto  Ta^renoiiB  ^o^» 

8  8  2 
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"NWhlcsse."  Bold  he,  "  (ieare  Indie,  vritli  me  RO«; 

Some  pliii-i'  slii  Jl  U.J  reeeive  and  harbour  yield; 

If  nol,  no  will  it  force,  mnugre  your  foe. 

And  jiiirflijisc  it  to  us  with  opeare  and  tiliield : 

And  il"  all  tLivle,  vet  fareweil  open  field ! 

The  ourth  to  all  ll.T  creatures  lodging  lends," 

With  euch  his  i-Learefull  apeacheB  he  doth  wield 

Her  uiind  HO  n-ell,  that  to  W  «ilJ  she  bends ;  £*'*Ci| 

And^  bill  (ling  up  her  locks   and  weed«,   tonh  wMfc'^ 

The7  cami'  unto  a  eltie  farre  up  land. 

The  ttbirli  nbylome  that  ladies  oirue  had  bene ; 

But  now  by  force  eitort  out  of  her  hand 

By  htr  -iirong  foe,  who  had  defaced  cleeoe 

Her  sUU'ly  Iokfcs  and  buildinga  mmny  aheeae. 

Shut  up  btT  haven,  mord  her  marchants  trade, 

Eobl)L-d  iu'r  people  that  full  rich  had  becne. 

And  iij  licr  iiPcLo  a  cattle  huge  had  made. 

The  wkicli  liid  her  oommaund  nithout  needing  pei««ad«- 

That  castle  n-as  the  strength  of  all  that  Btat«,  X 

TTntill  that  slate  bj-  strcntjlh  was  pulled  downej 

And  that  same  citie,  so  non  ruinate, 

Had  bene  the  keye  of  all  that  kincdomea  crowne; 

Both  goodly  castle,  and  both  uoodlv  lowne. 

Till  that  th"  offended  heavens  list  to  lo 


{ 
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But  he  had  brought  it  now  in  servile  bond. 

And  made  it  bearc  the  yoke  of  iuquisiliou. 

Stryving  long  lime  in  vaine  it  to  nithgtond  ; 

Yet  glad  at  last  to  make  most  base  submisaioD, 

And  life  enioj  for  any  composition : 

So  now  he  hath  new  lawes  and  orders  new 

Imposd  on  it  with  many  a  hard  condition. 

And  fon^  it,  the  honour  that  is  dew 

To  God,  to  doe  unto  his  idole  most  nntrew. 

To  him  he  hath  before  this  castle  greene 
Built  a  faire  chappell,  and  an  altar  framed 
Of  costly  ivory  full  rich  besecne, 
On  which  Uiat  cursed  idole.  faire  proclamcd. 
He  bath  set  up,  and  him  his  god  hath  named ; 
Ofiring  II)  Itim  in  einfull  sacrifice 
ITieflcsliofmen,  to  Goiao^ae^^eoKwe  framed. 
And  »-,«riiipt<irt.\>A.^c«\>^'™*'^\'^'°^'»^'»*. 
^^  jroiiesM.toe«.A"*wi4.»«Mft. 
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for  more  horror  and  more  cmeltie,  29 

T  that  cursed  idols  altar-stone 
ideous  monster  doth  in  darknesse  lie, 
se  dreadfull  shape  was  never  seene  of  none 
lives  on  earth ;  out  imto  those  alone 
^hich  unto  him  sacrificed  bee: 
3  he  devoures,  they  say,  both  flesh  and  bone ; 
t  else  they  have  is  all  the  tyrants  fee : 
lat  no  whit  of  them  remayning  one  may  see. 

3  eko  he  placed  a  strong  garnsone,  80 

set  a  seneschall  of  drei^ea  might, 

by  his  powre  oppressed  every  one, 

vanquislied  all  venturous  knights  in  fi^ht ; 

hom  he  wont  shew  all  the  shame  he  might, 

*  that  them  in  battell  he  had  wonne : 

hich  when  now  they  gan  approch  in  sight, 

ladic  counseld  him  the  place  to  shonne, 

Teas  so  many  knights  biad  fouly  bene  fordonne. 

fearefuU  speaches  nought  he  did  regard ;  31 

n'ding  straight  under  the  castle  wall, 

'd  aloud  unto  the  watchfull  ward 

ch  there  did  wayte,  willing  them  forth  to  call 

the  field  their  tyrants  seneschall : 

hom  when  ty  dines  thereof  came,  he  streight 

for  his  armes,  and  arming:  him  withall 

3ones  forth  pricked  proudlv  in  his  might, 

gan  with  courage  fierce  aadresse  him  to  the  fight. 

f  both  encoimter  in  the  middle  plaine,  32 

their  sharpe  speares  doe  both  together  smite 

i  their  shields  with  so  huge  misht  and  maine, 

;  seem'd  their  soules  they  would  have  ryven  quight 

of  their  breasts  with  furious  despight : 

could  the  seneschals  no  entrance  nnd 

the  princes  shield  where  it  empight, 

pure  the  metail  was  and  well  remid,) 

shivered  all  about,  and  scattered  in  the  wynd. 

so  the  princes ;  but  with  restlesse  force  33 

his  shield  it  readie  passage  found, 
I  through  his  haberieon  and  eke  his  corse ; 
ch  tombling  downe  upon  the  senselesse  ground 
d  leave  unto  his  ghost  from  thraldome  bound 
rander  in  the  griesly  shades  of  night : 
re  did  the  prince  him  leave  in  deadly  &W0TmdL« 

thence  unto  the  castle  marched  rikVit, 
w  if  entrance  there  as  yet  obtainene  imgli^ 
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fiat,  aa  be  nighet-  drew,  three  knigbta  he  spjda,      ^^^ 

All  tiTind  U> poiot  iuuing  (oriii apooe^ 

Wbich  ttwanlg  bim  witb  all  their  Down  did  rjrdi^ 

And  mfptjn^  him  right  in  the  middle  Roe 

IKd  all  their  epettret  atloacc  on  bim  enchkoe. 

Ax  three  iireat  culTerings  for  hattcne  bent. 

And  levelJ  all  sgaiost  one  eertoine  placo. 

Doe  all  attoQce  their  tbonders  ra^  forthretit. 

That  makes  the  wals  to  slagger  with  astonisfamentt 

80  all  attonee  ther  on  the  prince  did  thondM- ;  ! 

"Who  from  hia  saddle  swarved  nought  Mydp, 

Ne  to  their  force  caTe  «-air.  that  was  great  woiider; 

But  tike  a  bulwarke  firmeir  did  abjde, 

Bebattinc  him.  which  in  tdo  midat  did  i^de. 

With  BO  hu)(c  rifTonr.  that  bis  mortall  apeKre 

Past  through  his  sbieid  and  picnt  tbrougb  edtlier  «;^i 

That  downe  be  fell  uppon  bis  mother  dears. 

And  powred  forth  his  wrctcbed  hfe  in  dcadl,r  dnew. 

Whom  when  his  other  fellowei  aaw,  the^  fled 

As  fast  as  feete  could  carry  them  airay; 

And  after  them  the  prince  as  swiftly  sped. 

To  be  arenii'd  of  tbeir  unkniehtly  play. 

There,  wbilest  tbev  entrinu  ti'  one  did  th'  other  ttaj. 

The  hindmost  in  the  gate  be  oTcrhent. 

And,  as  he  pressed  in,  him  there  did  slay : 

His  carkasse  tumbling  on  the  threshold  sent 

His  grooing  soule  unto  her  place  of  panishmeat. 

He  other  which  was  entred  laboured  fast 

To  sperre  the  gate  -,  but  that  same  lampe  of  claj, 

Wboae  grudging  ghost  was  thereout  fled  and  past. 

Bight  in  the  middest  of  the  threshold  lay, 

That  it  the  posteme  did  from  closing  stay: 

The  whiles  the  prince  bard  pressed  m  betweene. 

And  entrannce  wonne  :  streight  th'  other  fled  awb;. 

And  ran  into  the  hall,  where  he  did  weene 

Himaelfa  to  aave;  but  he  there  slew  him  at  the  tkrevnf. 

Tbea  all  the  rest  which  in  that  caatle  were, 

Seeing  that  sad  ensample  them  before, 

Durst  not  abide,  but  fled  away  for  feare. 

And  them  convayd  out  at  a  posteme  dore- 

Iiong  sought  the  prince  ;  but,  when  he  found  no  mace 

T  oppose  acndnet  bis  powre,  he  forth  issued 

Unto  that  lady,  w\iet«\ieWt\i»ii.VsTC, 

And  bei  tmn  cheai*  -w^fti  ^\ia.^  fee  ^iEie>i»ii.-T(j«^i^, 

ind,  wbat  eh«  bad  not  awmfc  ■wS.iiaa,  ■anto'taa  AawAv 
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Who  with  right  humble  thankes  him  goodly  greeting     9d 

Per  80  great  prowesse  as  he  there  had  proredC 

Much  greater  then  was  ever  in  her  weeting, 

With  great  admiraunce  inwardly  was  moved* 

And  honourd  him  with  all  that  ner  behoved. 

Thenceforth  into  that  castle  he  her  led 

With  her  two  sonnes  right  deare  of  her  beloved ; 

Where  all  that  night  themselves  iJiey  cherished, 

And  from  her  balefull  minde  all  care  he  banished. 


CANTO  XL 

Prlnoe  Arthnre  overcomes  the  great 

Oerioneo  in  fight: 
Doth  8l«y  the  monster,  and  retton 

Belg^  unto  her  right. 

It  often  fals,  in  course  of  common  life, 

That  right  long  time  is  overborne  of  wrong[ 

Through  avarice,  or  powre,  or  guile,  or  strife. 

That  weakens  her,  and  makes  her  narty  strong : 

But  iustice,  though  her  dome  she  doe  prolong. 

Yet  at  the  last  she  will  her  owne  cause  right : 

As  by  sad  Belg^  seemes ;  whose  wrongs  mough  long 

She  sufired,  yet  at  length  she  did  requight. 

And  sent  redresse  thereof  by  this  brave  JSnton  knight. 

Whereof  when  newes  was  to  that  Irprant  brought, 

How  that  the  lady  Belg^  now  had  round 

A  chamDion,  that  had  with  his  champion  fought, 

And  laid  his  seneschall  low  on  the  ground, 

And  eke  himselfe  did  threaten  to  confound ; 

He  gan  to  bume  in  rage,  and  friese  in  feare. 

Doubting  sad  end  of  principle  unsound : 

Yet,  sith  he  heard  but  one  that  did  appeare. 

He  did  himselfe  encourage  and  take  better  cheare. 

Nathelesse  himselfe  he  armed  all  in  hast. 
And  forth  he  far'd  with  all  his  many  bad, 
Ne  stayed  step,  till  that  he  came  at  last 
Unto  the  castle  which  they  conquerd  had : 
There  with  huge  terrour,  to  be  more  ydrad. 
He  stemelv  marcht  before  the  castle  gate. 
And,  with  bold  vaunts  and  ydle  threatmxkg,\MA. 
DeJir^r  him  Mb  owne,  ere  yet  too  late. 
To  which  thejr  had  no  right,  nor  any  wtongieAui^  iif<aXA 
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But  opcaiog  utreight  the  spimv  forth  to  him  oatae. 

Full  nobly  moiUJled  in  right  irarlikp  wise ; 

And  a»ked  him,  if  that  he  nere  the  uune. 

Who  ill  that  wrong  unlo  that  wofal!  dame 

So  lone  had  done.  &nd  from  her  nativt^  load 

Exiled  her,  that  all  the  world  spake  shaiuc 

He  bi>ldly  aucawerd  him,  he  thi""-  flid  stand 

That  would  hja  doings  iostifie  v  is  owrui  baud. 

With  that  »o  furiously  at  him  be  &<   t, 

Aaif  he  would  have  oTBT-mn  him*   <e)eht; 

And  with  hifl  huge  great  yron  Me  ,    a  hew 

80  hideously  uppon  hia  armoar  bri    it, 

An  he  to  peeces  vfould  have  eJiopt  i.  luii^ht ; 

That  the  Dold  prinoe  was  forced  foote  lo  ffive 

To  his  fit*t  rage,  and  yeeld  to  his  deBpicht ; 

The  whilest  at  him  so  dreadfully  he  ariVe, 

Hat  seem'd  a  marble  nwke  asunder  eould  hare  rire. 

Thereto  a  great  adraunUge  eko  he  hits 

Through  his  three  double  hands  thrise  multipljrde. 

Besides  the  double  streiiKth  which  in  them  was : 

For  Bill,  when  fit  occnaion  did  betjrde. 

He  eould  his  weapon  shift  from  side  to  sydei. 

From  hand  to  hand ;  and  with  such  nimblosse  aly 

Could  wield  about,  that,  ere  it  were  espide. 

The  wieked  stroke  did  wound  hia  enemy 

Bchinde,  beside,  before,  aa  he  it  list  apply. 

Which  uncouth  use  whenas  the  prince  perc«Ted. 
lie  gan  to  watch  the  wielding  ofhii  hand. 
Least  by  such  slight  he  were  imwares  deceived  j 
And  erer.  ere  he  saw  the  stroke  to  land. 
He  would  it  meete  and  warily  withstand. 
One  time  when  he  his  weapon  foynd  U>  sbifl. 
As  he  was  wont,  and  ehang'd  from  hand  to  hand. 
He  met  hifn  with  a  eounltr-Btroke  bo  swifl. 
That  quite  smit  off  his  arme  as  he  it  up  did  lifL 

Therewith  all  fraught  with  fury  and  disdatne 

lie  brayd  aloud  for  verj-  fell  desi)ight ; 

And  sodainely.  t'  avenge  himselte  againe 

Gan  into  one  assemble  nil  the  might 

Of  all  his  hands,  and  hcared  them  on  bisht. 

Thinking  to  pay  him  with  that  one  for  all ; 

Bat  the  g(ulstee\e  %e\iAQ(A.  Vucie'\\.'KBi.bairfit, 

TTDDOn  the  tUilie,  t'l^.  sami:*\ia'i  io.(sft  SA^ai. 

And  lil^^R  ou  \iiB  tfjrseaVi^i Vim  qpS«.  eoi-iai^ 
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Pown  streight  to  ground  feU  his  astonisht  steed,  9 

And  eke  to  th'  earth  his  burden  with  him  bare ; 
But  he  himselfe  full  lightly  from  him  freed. 
And  gan  himselfe  to  fight  on  foote  prepare : 
"Whereof  whenas  the  gyant  was  aware. 
He  wox  right  blyth,  as  he  had  got  thereby, 
^  And  laught  so  loud,  that  all  his  teeth  wide  bare 
One  mignt  have  seene  enraung'd  disorderly, 
Xiike  to  a  rancke  of  piles  that  pitched  are  awry. 

Sftsoones  againe  his  axe  he  raught  on  hie,  10 

£re  he  were  throughly  buckled  to  his  geare, 

And  gan  let  drive  at  him  so  dreadfuUie, 

That  nad  he  chaunced  not  his  shield  to  reare, 

"Ere  that  huge  stroke  arrived  on  him  neare. 

He  had  him  surely  cloven  quite  in  twaine : 

!But  th'  adamantine  shield  which  he  did  beare 

So  weU  was  tempred,  that  for  all  his  maine 

It  would  no  passage  yeeld  unto  his  purpose  vaine. 

Yet  was  the  stroke  so  forcibly  applide,  11 

That  made  him  stagger  with  uncertaine  sway. 

As  if  he  would  have  tottered  to  one  side : 

"Wherewith  full  wroth  he  fiercely  gan  assay 

That  curt'sie  with  like  kindnesse  to  repay, 

And  smote  at  him  with  so  importune  might, 

That  two  more  of  his  armes  aid  fall  away. 

Like  fruitlcsse  braunches,  which  the  hatchets  slight 

Hath  pruned  from  the  native  tree  and  cropped  quight. 

"With  that  all  mad  and  furious  he  jgrew,  12 

liike  a  fell  mastifie  through  enragm(;i;  heat, 
And  curst,  and  band,  ana  blasphemies  forth  threw 
Against  his  gods,  and  fire  to  them  did  threat. 
And  hell  unto  himselfe  with  horrour  great : 
Thenceforth  he  car'd  no  more  which  way  he  strooke, 
!N^or  where  it  light ;  but  gan^  to  chaufe  and  sweat. 
And  gnasht  his  teeth,  and  his  head  at  him  shooke. 
And  stemely  him  beheld  with  grim  and  ghastly  looke. 

Thought  fear'd  the  childe  his  lookes,  ne  yet  his  threats ;    13 
But  onely  wexed  now  the  more  aware 
To  save  himselfe  from  those  his  furious  heats, 
And  watch  advauntage  how  to  worke  his  care, 
Tlie  which  good  fortune  to  him  ofired  faire : 
For  as  he  in  his  ra^o  him  overstrooke, 
He,  ere  he  could  his  weapon  backe  repaire, 
HJ/i  Bide  all  bare  and  naked  overtooke. 
And  with  hia  mortal  steel  quite  ihiougli  tio^e  \>od^  «\xoc^ 
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Thronah  nil  three  ladies  be  him  elrooke  attoBM^ 
Thnt  lUl  the  three  attonce  fell  oq  Ihe  ptaiae. 
Else  tiliould  he  tirise  bsve  needed  for  the  noivra 
Them  tc>  have  BtriL-ken,  and  lhris«  to  have  eltuiie. 
So  DOW  all  three  one  sent-elcMe  luinpo  remaiae, 
EnivaUow'd  in  his  owne  hlacke  bloitdy  goTv, 
And  bjting  1h'  earlli  for  veir  dealhs  diadaine : 
Who,  with  a  tloud  of  nishl  nii.i     jvering,  bore 
Doirne  to  the  hoiue  of  dole,  his    ue4  tl^re  to  depta^ 

'Which  n-heii  the  hulj  from  the     stle  saw,  ^M 

^liere  elie  witli  her  two  aoDnes    id  looking  stan^   ^M 
8he  towordti  liim  in  hast  herself.;  lid  draw  ^M 

To  greet  him  ths  good  fortune  Oi  his  baud :  V 

And  all  the  people  both  of  towne  and  land, 
Wbieh  there  stood  gazinR  from  the  eittiea  wbH 
TTpi»n  these  warrioure,  greedy  t'  oitdirBtaod 
To  whether  should  tlie  viftory  hcfall. 
Now  when  thf y  saw  it  falne,  they  eke  him  gre«tMl  ill. 

But  Belftfe  with  her  sonne*  pwwtriled  low 

Before  hia  foete,  in  all  that  peoples  sight, 

Mongst  ioyes  miiing  some  tears,  mongst  wele  somAWDk 

Him  thus  bespakc ;  "  O  most  redoubts!  knight. 

The  which  hast  me.  of  all  most  wretched  wight. 

That  earst  was  dea.i.  restord  to  hfe  affaine, 

And  these  weako  impee  replanted  hv  thy  migbt ; 

What  (fucrdon  can  I  Rive  thee  for  thy  paine. 

But  ev  n  that  which  thou  ^aTedst  thine  itill  to 


He  tookc  her  up  forby  the  lilly  hand. 

And  her  recomforted  the  best  he  might, 

Sayinp;  "  Deare  lady,  deedes  ought  not  be  acand 

By  th  authors  manhood,  nor  the  doen  might. 

But  by  their  trueth  and  by  the  causes  right: 

That  same  is  it  which  fought  for  you  this  day. 

What  other  meed  then  need  me  to  requight. 

But  that  which  yeeldeth  vertues  meed  alwav  P 

That  ii,  the  vertue  aelfe,  which  her  reward  aoth  p^," 

She  hnmbly  thankt  him  for  that  wondrons  grac^ 
And  further  say;  "Ah!  sir,  but  mote  ye  please, 
Bith  ye  tliuH  farre  have  tendred  my  poorc  caae. 
As  from  my  chicfest  foe  me  to  release, 
That  your  victorious  arme  will  not  yet  cease. 
Till  ye  have  roolei  sll  ftie  TtVitVea  ovit 
Of  tnat  Tilde  race.  «tti  a\:^\Y^«i.TO.3  v*™" 
"■TOIiBt  iii)li<>me\Be"  Ba.'54.\«,"w». »'■«««'«**.> 
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a  wote  yon,  sir,  that  in  this  church  hereby  19 

stands  an  idole  of  great  note  and  name, 
hich  this  gyant  reared  first  on  hie, 
)f  his  owne  vaine  fancies  thought  did  frame: 
lom,  for  endlesse  horronr  of  his  shame, 
fred  up  for  daily  sacrifize 
iiildren  and  my  people,  burnt  in  flame 
all  the  tortures  that  he  could  devize, 
lore  t'  aggrate  his  god  with  such  his  blonddy  gnize. 

[  underneath  this  idoll  there  doth  lie  20 

deous  monster,  that  doth  it  defend, 
eedes  on  all  the  carkasses  that  die 
;rifize  unto  that  cursed  feend : 
le  ugly  shape  none  ever  saw,  nor  kend» 
ever  scap*d :  for  of  a  man  th^  say 
the  voice,  that  speaches  fortn  doth  send, 
blasphemous  words,  which  she  doth  bray 
f  her  poysnous  entrails  fraught  with  dire  decay.** 

h  when  the  prince  heard  tell,  his  heart  gan  eame     21 

reat  desire  tnat  monster  to  assay; 

jrayd  the  place  of  her  abode  to  leame: 

h  bein^  shew*d,  he  gan  himsclfe  streightway 

rto  addresse,  and  his  bright  shield  disnlay. 

the  church  he  came,  where  it  was  tola 

lonster  underneath  the  altar  lay; 

!  he  that  idoll  saw  of  massy  gold 

richly  made,  but  there  no  monster  did  behold. 

the  image  with  his  naked  blade  22 

!  times,  as  in  defiance,  there  he  strooke ; 

the  third  time,  out  of  an  hidden  shade 

;  forth  issewd  from  under  th*  altars  smooke 

adfull  feend  with  fowle  deformed  looke, 

stretcht  itselfe  as  it  had  long  lyen  still ; 

ler  lonpr  taile  and  fethers  strongly  shooke, 

all  the  temple  did  with  terrour  fill ; 

lim  nought  terrifide  that  feared  nothing  ilL^ 

age  great  beast  it  was,  when  it  in  length  23 

stretched  forth  that  nigh  fild  all  the  place, 

seem'd  to  be  of  infinite  great  strength; 

Ible,  hideous,  and  of  hellish  race, 

3  of  the  brooding  of  Echidna  base, 

her  like  infemaU  furies  kinde : 

)f  a  mayd  she  had  the  outward  face, 

de  the  horrour  which  did  lurke  beYivn^Le, 

?tter  to  beguile  whom  she  bo  fond  did  tflida. 


Thereto  the  body  of  a  di)g  the  ]i»d, 
full  of  fell  ravia  and  fierce  gre«duiesse ; 
A  lions  iJbwcb.  with  ponro  uid  rigour  cUd, 
To  rend  and  teare  nrbatso  the  can  oppresse; 
A  dnucoDs  tailc.  n'hose  stiog  withotit  1 1  ili  uiimii 
Full  deadlj  "rrounds  wHotmo  it  is  ott]pi);lit ; 
Aod  eagles  winin,  for  »copc  and  Bi)pe<IiiiPKM>, 
That  notliinit  maj  Mcope  uenvaciiing  mia-bc. 
Whereto  the  erer  li«t  td  nuke  her  hainlj'  Sight. 

Much  like  in  foulncane  and  deformilj- 

Unto  that  nonJiter,  whom  the  Tbcban  kiughb 

The  fuher  of  that  fatail  prm^eay. 

Made  kill  hfnwlfe  for  ven-  hearts  de»pu[ht 

That  he  had  red  her  riddle,  whii-li  no  wiciit 

Could  pTer  looae,  but  auffred  deadly  dooK : 

So  also  did  Ihis  monster  lue  like  ahsht 

To  niiuiy  a  one  whioh  ennie  unto  her  »i;hoo!e. 

■Whom  Jdie  did  put  to  death  deceived  like  a  fjole. 

She  comming  forth,  whenas  she  first  beheld 

The  armed  prince  with  shield  so  blazing  bright 

Her  ready  to  asaaile.  was  in^atly  queld. 

And  much  diamayd  with  that  disniayfuU  sight. 

That  hacke  she  would  hare  tumd  for  great  a^ri^t : 

But  be  gan  her  with  courage  fierce  asaaj-. 

That  forat  her  tume  againe  in  her  despight 

To  save  berselfe,  least  that  he  did  her  slay : 

And  sure  he  had  her  slaine,  had  she  not  turod  her  wif 

Tho,  when  she  saw  that  she  was  forst  to  fight. 

She  flew  at  him  like  to  an  hellish  feeod, 

And  on  bis  shield  tooke  bold  with  all  her  might, 

Ab  if  that  it  die  would  in  peeces  rend. 

Or  reeve  out  of  the  baud  that  did  it  hend : 

Strongly  he  strove  out  of  her  greedy  gripe 

To  loose  his  shield,  and  ioag  while  did  contend  t 

But,  when  he  could  not  quite  it,  with  one  stripie 

Her  bona  clawes  be  from  her  feete  away  did  wip«. 

With  that  aloude  she  gan  to  bray  and  yell. 


Tliat  made  him  stagger  aod  stand  halfe  aghast 
With  trembling  ioynts,  as  he  for  terrour  shooke; 
Who  nought  was  tenifide,  but  greater  cotmge  tookM. 
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As  when  the  mast  of  some  well-timbred  hnlke  29 

Xb  with  the  blast  of  some  outra^ous  storme 

Blowne  downe,  it  shakes  the  bottome  of  the  bolke. 

And  makes  her  ribs  to  cracke  a^  they  were  tome ; 

Whilest  still  she  stands  as  stonisht  and  forlome ; 

So  was  ho  stound  with  stroke  of  her  huge  taile : 

But,  ere  that  it  she  backe  a^aine  had  borne. 

He  with  his  sword  it  strooke,  that  without  faile 

He  ioynted  it,  and  mard  the  swin^g  of  her  flaile. 

Then  ffan  she  cry  much  louder  than  afore,  8D 

That  all  the  people,  there  without,  it  heard. 

And  Belg^  sclfe  was  therewith  stonied  sore. 

As  if  the  oncly  sound  thereof  she  feard. 

But  then  the  fecnd  herselfe  more  fiercely  reard 

Uppon  her  wide  great  wings,  and  strongly  flew 

"W  ith  all  her  body  at  his  head  and  beard. 

That  had  he  not  foreseene  with  heedfull  vew. 

And  thrown  his  shield  atween,  she  had  him  done  to  rew: 

But,  as  she  prest  on  him  with  heavy  sway,  81 

Under  her  wombe  his  fatall  sword  ne  thrust. 

And  for  her  entrailes  made  an  open  way 

To  issue  forth;  the  which,  once  being  brust, 

Iiike  to  a  great  mill-damb  forth  fiercely  gusht. 

And  powred  out  of  her  infemall  sinke 

Most  uffly  filth  ;  and  poyson  therewith  rusht, 

That  him  ni^h  choked  with  the  deadly  stinke: 

Such  loathly  matter  were  small  lust  to  speake  or  thinke. 

Then  downe  to  ground  fell  tliat  deformed  masse,  32 

Breathing  out  clouds  of  sulphure  fowle  and  blacke. 

In  which  a  nuddle  of  contagion  was, 

More  loathfl  then  Lema,  or  then  Stygian  lake, 

That  any  man  would  nigh  awhaped  make  : 

TMiom  when  he  saw  on  ground,  he  was  full  glad, 

And  streitfht  went  forth  his  gladnesse  to  nartake 

"With  Belg^.  who  watcht  all  this  while  full  sad, 

"Wayting  what  end  would  be  of  that  same  daunger  drad. 

"Whom  when  she  saw  so  ioyously  come  forth,  83 

She  can  reioyce  and  shew  triumphant  chere, 

liauaing  and  praysing  his  renowmed  worth 

By  all  the  names  that  honorable  were. 

Then  in  he  brought  her,  and  her  shewed  there 

The  present  of  his  paines,  that  monsters  spoyle. 

And  eke  that  idoll  deem'd  so  costly  dere ; 

Whom  he  did  all  to  peeoes  bieake,  and  foyle 

In  filthy  durt,  and  left  ao  in  the  loathalj  aoyle. 


TBB  ViiEBlS  QCEXITV. 

Then  all  the  people  which  beheld  that  6tj 
Gan  shout  aloud,  that  unto  heaven  it  rong; 
And  all  the  daniEele  of  that  tonne  in  ray 
Cftmo  daunciuff  forth,  and  ioyoua  carrols  aottgi 
So  liim  they  led  throuflh  all  their  streetes  »long 
"  ^  — ■'h  cirlondB  of  immortail  baiee; 

ulgor  did  about  them  throng 
_     .  m,  whose  CTerlasting  praiao 

They  all  went  hound  to  all  posteribea  to  taiMb 

There  he  with  Bclg^  did  awliilo  remaine 

Making  great  feast  and  ioyous  merriineDt^ 

Untill  he  had  her  settled  in  her  raine 

With  safe  aasuraunee  and  establishment. 

Then  to  luj  first  erapriae  hia  niind  be  lent^ 

Full  loath  to  Bel^&  and  to  all  the  rest; 

Of  whom  yet  takuig  leave  thenceforth  he  went 

And  to  his  former  loumey  him  addrest ; 

On  which  loog  way  he  rode,  ne  ererday  did  rcrt. 

But  tume  we  now  to  noble  Artegall; 
Who,  havinft  left  Mercillo,  strcightway  went 
On  bis  first  quest,  the  which  him  fort,h  did  call. 
To  weet,  to  worke  Irenaes  franehisement. 
And  eke  GrantorUics  worthy  punishment. 
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^    or  slu'  ])rt'?u]niii_r  on  tli'a|)p<niitt'(l  tyde,  i39 

^M-liich  ve  proiniat,  aa  yo  were  a  kuiglit, 
^    meete  lier  at  the  salvage  laads  syde, 
*  then  and  there  for  tnall  of  her  right 
i  her  unrighteous  enemy  to  fight, 
thither  come ;  where  she,  afrayd  of  nought, 
9"  goilefull  treason  and  by  subtill  slight 
Xuprized  was,  and  to  GSrantorto  brought, 
. Vbo  her  imprison*d  hath,  and  her  life  ofben  sought. 

'And  now  he  hath  to  her  i>refixt  a  day,  40 

gf  which  if  that  no  champion  doe  appeare. 

Which  will  her  cause  in  battailous  array 

Aflfainst  him  iustifie,  and  prove  her  cleare 

Of  all  those  crimes  that  he  gainst  her  doth  reare, 

Bhe  death  shall  sure  aby."    Those  tidings  sad 

IKd  much  abash  Sir  Artegall  to  heare. 

And  grieved  sore,  that  tlm}ugh  his  fault  she  had 

Fallen  into  that  tyrants  hanaand  usage  bad. 

Then  thus  replide :  "  Now  sure  and  by  my  life,  41 

Too  much  am  I  to  blame  for  that  faire  maide. 

That  have  her  drawne  to  all  this  troublous  strife. 

Through  promise  to  afford  her  timehr  aide. 

Which  by  default  I  have  not  yet  denraide : 

But  witnesse  unto  me,  ve  heavens !  that  know 

How  cleare  I  am  from  blame  of  this  upbraide : 

For  ye  into  like  thraldome  mo  did  throw. 

And  kept  from  complishing  the  faith  which  I  did  owe. 

•*  But  now  aread,  Sir  Sergis,  how  long  space  43 

Hath  he  her  lent  a  champion  to  provide." 

**  Ten  daies,*'  quoth  he,  '*  he  graunted  hath  of  grace. 

For  that  he  weeneth  well  before  that  tide 

^onc  can  have  tidiDffs  to  assist  her  side : 

For  all  the  shores,  wiiich  to  the  sea  accoste. 

He  day  and  uight  doth  ward  both  farre  and  wide. 

That  none  can  there  arrive  without  an  hoste : 

So  her  he  deemes  already  but  a  damned  ghoste." 


Now  tume  apaine,"  sir  ArtegaD  then  sayd ;  43 

For,  if  £  live  till  those  ten  daies  have  end. 
Assure  yonrselfe,  sir  knicht,  she  shall  have  avd. 
Though  I  this  dearest  life  for  her  doe  spend. ' 
So  backeward  he  attone  with  him  did  wend. 
Tho,  as  they  rode  together  on  their  wav, 
A  rout  of  people  they  before  them  keno, 
Flocking  together  in  confusde  array ; 
As  iftluU  there  were  aome  tumultuous  affra'^. 


640  THK  FAEHrn  QriBS». 

To  which  as  tiiey  approcht  the  mjoe  to  Ic 

Tbej  s&w  a  kutsht  m  dauDOTrous  distTMse 

Of  »  rude  rout  him  chasing  to  and  fro, 

Hist  sought  nilh  kwlesse  powre  him  to  oppivflM^  ' 

And  briag  in  bi>iida|]:<>  of  tlieir  bruliKhncsse : 

And  &iTe  nway,  amid  their  rakehell  bonds, 

Tbef  ipide  r  lady  left  all  gucc.>oarl«ss». 


I  OppTCflM^    '4 


Tet  atUl  he  stnTos,  ne  an;  perill  snares. 

To  reskne  ber  from  their  rude  violence! 

And  like  a  Hon  n-ood  itmotigst  tlicm  fuvs. 

Doling  his  dreadfull  biovTM  nith  large  dimentx. 

Gainst  which  the  pnUid  di!ath  findea  no  dc4eiic« : 

But  all  in  vainc ;  their  numbers  ore  so  gT<eat, 

That  naught  may  boot  to  banishe  them  from  tbence. 

For,  Boonc  as  he  thoir  outrage  baeke  doth  beat. 

They  tume  afresh,  and  oft  n'lipw  ibeir  Ainner  threaJ. 

And  now  they  doe  so  charpely  him  ansay. 

That  the.v  his  shield  in  peecea  hattred  have. 

And  forced  him  to  throw  it  quite  away. 

Fro  dan(n.'rs  dread  hia  doubllull  life  to  save; 

Albe  that  it  mo3t  pafi'ty  to  hira  gave, 

And  much  did  majniifie  his  noble  name : 

For,  from  the  day  tliat  he  thus  did  it  leave. 

Amongst  all  knights  he  blotted  iraa  nith  blame. 

And  counted  but  a  recreant  knight  with  cndles  ahamt 

■Whom  when  tliey  thus  distressed  did  behold. 

They  drew  unto  liis  aide ;  but  that  rude  rout 

Them  also  gim  assnile  nith  outrage  bold, 

And  forced  them,  howerer  strong  and  stout 

TTiey  were,  as  well  approv'd  in  many  a  doubt, 

Backc  to  recule  ;  iinlill  that  yroa  man 

With  his  huge  Haile  began  to  lay  abnut ; 

From  whose  slcrne  pri'sence  they  diffused  ran, 

like  scattred  chafle,  the  which  the  wind  away  doth  fi 

So  when  that  knight  from  perill  cleare  was  freed. 

He  drawing  neare  began  to  greete  them  faire. 

And  yeeld  great  thnokcs  for  their  ao  goodly  deed. 

In  BaVing  him  from  dnungerous  despairo 

or  those  which  sought  his  life  for  to  empure; 

Of  whom  Sir  Artegall  gnn  then  enquere 

The  whole  occaaioTi  o?  Q«V\swiMVwe, 

And  who  he  waa,  ani-^Wv  Wc«eT;\S«i.itf»^'eift, 

-Hie  wluA  -w^lh  moH»fl.iviiivc«Nu^  v«wi.i'»M>^ 


hom  he  thus :  "  My  name  u  Burbon  liiglit, 
bnowtic,  and  fiir  renowmed  heretofore, 
1  late  miacliiefe  did  uppon  me  li^ht, 
all  iDV  furmcr  praise  bath  blemisht  lorei 
that  laire  lady,  which  in  that  nprore 
ith  tho«e  cajtivea  saw,  flourdelia  hif^t, 
ne  o«  ne  Iotp,  though  me  she  have  forlore ; 
Iber  withheld  from  me  by  nTongfull  might, 
ith  her  owne  good  will,  I  cannot  read  anjdit. 

'.  Bure  to  me  her  faith  she  fint  did  plight 
■  lay  lOTC.  and  take  me  for  her  lord ; 
hat  a  t.yrant,  which  Grandtorto  hight, 
goldi'Ti  gifl^  aod  maoy  a  guilefiill  word 
ted  lier  to  him  for  to  accord. 
10  ma;  not  with  gii^  and  words  be  tempted  1 
nliii'h  ebc  hath  me  erer  since  abhord, 
to  my  foe  hath  |3:uilefully  conacnted: 
le,  that  urcr  guy le  in  wemen  waa  invnited. 

1  DOW  he  hath  this  troupe  of  Tillaina  sent 


_  ;r  thence  by  no  meanes  I  may; 

hey  doe  me  with  multitnde  oppresse, 
with  uucquall  might  doe  ovemy, 

oft  1  driven  am  to  great  diatreage, 
forced  to  forgoe  th'  attempt  remSdilease.' 

;  why  have  ye,"  said  ArteRall,  "  forborne 
owne  good  shield  in  daungerooa  diamayF 
is  the  greatest  shame  and  foulest  scome, 
'h  unto  any  knight  behappen  may, 
one  the  badge  that  should  bia  deedea  display." 
bom  sir  BurlKin,  blushing  hatfe  for  shame ; 
it  sliall  I  unto  you,"  quoth  be,  "  bewr^; 
,  ye  therefore  mote  happily  me  blame, 
deeme  it  doeo  of  will,  that  through  inibraement  a 

e  is  (hat  I  at  first  was  dabbed  knight 
good  knight,  the  knight  of  the  Ited-eroSM) 
,  when  he  gave  me  armea  in  field  to  figh^ 
me  a  shield,  in  which  he  did  endotae 
leare  Bedeemers  badge  upon  the  bo«ae: 
laino  long  while  I  hc^,  and  therewithaU 
ht  monv  oattels  without  wonnd  or  IcMO  i 
ewitfa  Grmdtcrto  aelTe  I  did  ^pallt 
aado  him  ofieatiiBM  in  field  b^ne  n*  tlA. 
T  T 


"Bnt  for  th&t  manj  did  that  tiliield  etiTU^ 

And  cruell  enemies  increaseii  more  j 

To  Btint  all  Btrirc  and  troublotu  enmitMh 

That  blondie  sciiteJiin  being  battred  moa 

I  bj'd  aside,  and  liare  of  late  forbore ; 

Hoping  thereby  to  have  m;  loTe  obtftjaed : 

Yet  can  1  not  my  love  have  nathemore : 

For  eho  by  force  is  still  fro  me  detajned, 

And  with  comiptfiil!  brybes  is  to  natrath  mistnyiHi 

To  whom  thus  Artegall ;  "  Cert«i,  sir  Imiirht, 

Hard  is  the  case  the  which  ye  doe  complaioe ; 

Tet  not  80  hard  (for  nought  so  hard  may  lie-ht 

That  it  to  8i)i-h  8  streisht  mole  you  conatrame) 

As  to  abandon  that  which  doth  containe 

Tour  hoDoura  stile,  that  is.  your  warlike  stiieU. 

All  pei^l  ought  be  le^e.  and  lease  all  paine 

Tien  lossc  of  fame  in  disaventrous  field : 

Dye,  rather  then  doo  tiu(;lil  that  mote  dishononr  yield 

"  Not  BO,"  quoth  he ;  "  for  jet,  when  time  doth  tent. 

My  former  shield  I  may  resume  againe : 
To  temporize  is  not  from  truth  to  swerve. 
He  for  advanlaite  terme  to  entertains, 
"Whenae  neceseilie  do(h  it  eonstraine/' 
"  Fie  on  such  foreerie,"  said  Artegall, 
"  Under  one  hood  to  shadow  faces  twaine: 
Knights  ou(;ht  be  true,  and  truth  is  one  in  all ; 
Of  ful  things,  to  dissemble,  fouly  may  befall !" 

"  Yet  let  me  you  of  courtesie  requeat," 

Said  Burbon,  "  to  assist  me  now  at  need 

Against  these  peasnla  nhich  have  me  opptvst. 

And  forced  me  to  so  infunioua  deed. 

That  yet  my  love  may  from  their  hands  be  freed," 

Sir  ArteeaU,  albe  he  earst  did  wyte 

His  wavering  mind,  vet  to  bis  aide  agreed. 

And  buckling  him  etlsoones  unto  the  fight 

INd  set  upon  those  troupes  with  all  Lis  powre  and  nu( 

"Who  flocking  round  about  them,  as  a  swarme 

Of  fljfs  upon  a  birchen  bouRh  doth  cluster. 

Did  them  assault  n  itli  terrible  allarme. 

And  over  all  the  fields  themselves  did  mnatep, 

With  bils  and  glaj-ves  making  a  dreadful!  luster  j 

That  forst  at  firnt  those  knights  backe  to  relyie; 

As  when  the  nrathfull  Boreas  doth  bluster. 

Nought  may  abide  the  lempest  of  hi«  yre, 

Botb  moo  and  beast  doe  Sy,  and  mecoui  doe  inqtijiv. 
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^henas  overblowen  was  that  brant,  69 

i  knights  began  afresh  them  to  aasayle, 

ill  about  the  fields  like  squirrels  hunt; 

hiefiy  Talus  with  his  yron  flayle, 

it  which  no  flight  nor  rescue  mote  ayayle, 

»  cruell  havocke  of  the  biiser  crew, 

;haced  them  both  over  hill  and  dale : 

askall  manie  soone  they  overthrew ; 

lie  two  knights  themselves  their  captains  do  subdew. 

it  they  came  whereas  that  ladie  bode,  60 

n  now  her  keepers  had  forsaken  quiffht 
ve  themselves,  and  scattered  were  abrode : 
lalfe  dismayd  they  found  in  doubtfull  plight 
lither  glad  nor  sorie  for  their  sight ; 
rondrous  faire  she  was,  and  richly  clad 
[all  robes,  and  many  iewels  dight; 
hat  those  villens  through  their  usaffe  bad 
fouly  rent,  and  shamefully  defaced  had. 

)urbon,  straight  dismounting  from  his  steed,  d 

her  ran  with  greedie  great  desvre, 

^Etching  her  fast  by  her  ragged  weed 

d  have  embraced  her  with  nart  entyre ; 

he,  back  starting,  with  disdainefull  yre 

lini  avaunt,  nc  would  unto  his  lore 

ed  be  for  prayer  nor  for  meed ; 

n  when  those  knights  so  froward  and  forlore 

d,  they  her  rebuked  and  upbrayded  sore. 


Artegall ;  "  What  foule  disgrace  is  this 
faire  ladie,  as  ye  seeme  in  si^ht,  ^ 
ot  your  beautie,  that  unblemisht  is, 
80  foule  blame  as  breach  of  faith  once  plight, 
ange  of  love  for  any  worlds  delight  P 
?ht  on  earth  so  pretious  or  deare 
ayse  and  honour  P  or  is  ought  so  bright 
>eautifull  as  glories  beames  appeare,  [cleareP 

le  goodly  light  then  Phoebus  lampe  doth  ahine  more 

y  then  will  ye,  fond  dame,  attempted  bee  63 

a  strangers  love,  so  lightly  placed, 

:uiftes  of  gold  or  any  worldly  glee, 

ive  the  love  that  ye  before  emorac^, 

,et  vour  fame  with  falshood  be  defaced? 

a  tne  pelfe  for  which  good  name  la  sold, 

lonour  with  indifl^itie  debased ! 

ir  is  love  then  life,  and  fame  then  gold ; 

barer  then  them  both  your  faith  onoe  plighted  YucSULT 
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Unch  wu  the  ladie  in  lier  e^tle  tniiid 
Abasbl  at  his  Tt'buko,  that  bit  hor  ncjire; 
If  e  ought  to  sDEtiere  thereunto  did  fiad  : 
Bat.  bingiDg  doiTD  her  head  nrilh  bearie  tSi 
Stood  long  siuaz'd  as  she  amaled  treare : 


Il'athlmio  thp  jTOD  tntin  did  st>U  mmew 

TTiat  rosknll  many  with  uupitt  ed  KpojriB  j 

Ke  (^n»s^  not,  tiU  all  th«ir  6C  ittred  crev 

Into  tha  sea  he  droTe  quite  from  that  soyla,  i 

33ie  which  thej  trouhM  hul  with  great  taxmojUt   • 

But  Artegntl.  »<«iiie  hii  crueU  deed, 

Connnaunded  him  Irom  slaughter  to  reoojle^ 

And  to  his  voyage  gan  againe  proceed  ;  I 

For  that  the  tcrme,  approchiug  fast,  r«quii«d  Wfftiti,  J 


AM^;>]1  doth  Sir  BortioB  dde. 

And  blimea  Av  chuging  ililrtii  t 
H«  with  Ihc  gnat  Giulnto  fl|t>M 

And  tiiitth  bim  Id  idd. 


O  udBD  hunger  or  ambitioai  miudea. 
And  impotent  deeire  of  men  to  raine ! 
Whom  neither  dread  of  God,  that  derilB  Irindes, 
Nor  lawee  of  men,  that  eommou-wealea  oontame, 
Ifor  bands  of  nature,  that  wilde  beastee  reatrainc^ 
Can  keepe  &om  outrage  and  from  doing  irrongi 
Where  the;  may  hope  a  kingdome  to  obtaine : 
Ifo  faith  »o  firme,  no  trust  can  be  so  atrons. 
No  love  10  Isotiiig  then,  that  may  endnrenlong. 

WHneaM  may  Bnrbcok  be ;  whom  all  the  baado. 
Which  mar  a  knight  assure,  had  aorely  booad, 
Unti]!  the  lore  of  lordship  and  of  lands 
Hade  him  beocme  moat  Faithless  and  DnwMind : 
And  vitoewe  be  Gerioneo  found. 
Who  for  like  eanse  fairo  Belgfa  did  op|^eaa% 
And  tight  and  wrong  moat  cruelly  ooufoondt 
And  ao  be  now  Grantorto,  who  no '    ~ 
OSiaa  all  tha  ratt  bunt  (xd  to  aU 
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Jainet  whom  Sir  ArteEitll  loo^  haTing  mux 
hken  in  hand  th'  exploit,  {being  theretoo 
Ippointeci  by  that  mightie  fnerie  prinoe, 
Sreat  Gloriane,  that  tyrant  to  fordoo,) 
rhrouf(h  other  great  adventuree  hethertoo 
Bad  it  fiirslackt :  but  now  time  drawing  of. 
To  him  aesynd  Ler  hif^h  beheoit  to  doo, 
To  the  sea-shore  he  gan  hia  waj  apply 
To  weote  if  Bhipping  readie  he  mote  there  AtKery. 


,     ._ d  fortune  fell, 

To  pat  to  sea.  with  whom  they  did  compoimd 

ro  passe  them  over  where  them  list  to  tell : 

rhe  winde  and  weather  aerred  them  so  well, 

!nkat  in  one  day  they  with  the  coast  did  fall  | 

Whereas  they  readie  found,  them  to  repell, 

Qreat  ho9t«a  of  men  in  order  martiBll, 

W^ch  them  forbad  to  land,  and  footiiig  did  fmataU. 

But  natbemore  would  they  from  land  refnune :  I 

But,  whenas  nigh  unto  the  shore  they  drew 

rhat  foot  of  man  misht  sound  the  bottome  plaine. 

Talus  into  the  sea  did  forth  issew 

Though  darts  from  share  and  stooea  they  at  him  timw; 

And  wading  through  the  waves  with  stedfast  »my, 

Mangre  the  mii^ht  of  aQ  those  troupefl  in  tcw. 

Did  win  the  shore ;  whence  he  them  chart  awn' 

Ajid  made  to  flj  like  doves,  whom  th'  eagle  doui  t&ity. 

The  wbyles  Sir  Artegall  with  that  old  knif^t  ( 

Did  forth  descend,  there  being  none  them  neare^ 

And  forward  marched  to  a  towne  in  sight. 

By  this  came  tydings  to  the  tyrants  eare. 

By  those  which  earst  did  fly  away  for  feare. 

Of  their  arrivall ;  wherewith  troubled  sore 

He  all  hia  forces  streighl  M)  him  did  reare. 

And,  forth  issuing  with  Ids  scouts  afore. 

Meant  them  to  have  incountred  ere  tliey  left  tho  ihore : 

But  ere  he  marched  farre  he  with  them  met,  ! 

And  fiercely  charged  them  with  all  bis  forcej 

But  Talus  stemely  did  upon  them  set. 

And  brusht  and  battrod  them  without  remonc^ 

That  on  the  ground  he  left  full  many  a  conej 

lie  any  able  was  him  to  withstand. 

But  be  them  overthrew  both  man  and  hone. 

That  they  lay  scattred  over  all  the  land, 

Aa  tiiicke  aa  doth  the  wede  after  the  •owsn  haad. 


Till  ArteKBlllum  aeoBSto  tora^p 

Willd  him  lo  slay,  sua  uciie  of  truce  __  . 

To  which  all  b&rlcBios  dia  awhiJe  assirage 


Their  forces  fiirie,  aj^  their  t^rr-or  iJake  i 
Till  he  an  herauld  cald,  and  to  him  sp^e, 
billing  him  trend  unto  the  ^raat  itlvigifaU 
And  tell  him  that  not  for  Buch  slangkton  wakm 
He  thelhcr  eiune,  but  for  to  trie  ihe  tigbt 
Of  fajre  Ircnaea  caui  iin  in  singlB  C^it: 

And  willed  hiin  for  to  reela     le  witlt  speed 
Pia  seattred  people,  ere  titt     all  were  slaine ; 
And  time  and  place  conTenn:  (  to  areod. 
In  which  they  two  the  comU. .  micht  darTBin& 
Which  meMtge  when  Gruto.-to  henrd,  tail  byn* 
And  glad  be  wu  the  dan^ter  so  to  stay ; 
And  pointed  fer  the  oomut  twiit  ihcm  twajne 
^e  Tnorrow  next,  ne  g»Te  him  loncer  dar : 
80  Bounded  the  retraite,  and  drew  hia  fulke  ow^. 

That  night  Sir  AftegaU  did  cause  hia  tent 

There  to  be  pitched  on  the  open  plaine ; 

For  he  had  ffiren  atreight  commaondemeDi 

That  none  Bbould  dare  him  once  to  ent«rtsine: 

Which  none  durat  breake,  thongh  man;  iroold  li^tl 

Tor  fiuie  Irena  whom  they  loved  deare : 

Bat  yet  old  Sergis  did  so  well  him  paine. 

That  &om  close  friends,  that  dar'd  not  to  appean^ 

He  all  things  did  pnrvay  which  fw  them  needfall  W 

Ke  morrow  next  that  was  the  dismall  d^ 

Appointed  for  Irenas  death  before, 

80  soone  as  it  did  to  the  world  dijpUy 

His  chearefidl  face,  and  hght  to  men  restore, 

Tlie  heavy  mayd,  to  whom  none  tydings  bor» 

Of  Artegals  aniTall  her  to  free. 

Lookt  np  with  eyes  full  sad  and  hart  full  sore, 

Weeniiig  her  lifes  last  howre  then  neare  to  bee; 

Sith  no  redemption  nigh  she  did  nor  heare  nor  sMb 

^nien  up  she  rose,  and  on  herselfe  did  digjit 
Most  Bijualid  garments,  fit  for  Buch  a  day : 
And  with  dulTcountenance  and  with  doleliil 
She  forth  was  brourijt  in  sorrowfnU  dism^ 
For  to  receive  the  doome  of  her  decay ; 
But  commtng  to  the  pLacc,  and  finding  then) 
Sir  Artegall  in  battailous  array 
Warting  his  foe,  it  did  her  d^  hart  cheai& 
Asa  ne- *  JiJe  to  W  lent  in  midst  of  deadlf  bmh 


TJSke  as  a  Uoder  rose  in  open  jilaiae. 
That  with  untimely  dronght  nigh  witheiied  waa, 
•And  hung  the  heaa,  Htone  as  few  drops  of  nine 
V  hereon  distill  tmd  deaw  her  daintie  face, 
k  Oiua  to  look  up,  and  with  fresh  wonted  grace 
t  Diapreds  the  glorie  of  her  learei  ny; 
^  Such  was  Irenas  countenance,  luch  her  case. 
If  When  Art«gall  she  saw  in  that  Brray> 
i  There  wajtmg  for  the  tjmnt  till  it  was  farre  da?'' 

Who  came  at  len^h  with  prond  preaumpteooa  gate 
i  Into  the  field,  aa  if  he  feareleaae  were, 
t  All  armed  in  a  cote  of  yron  plate 

Of  Kreat  dureuce  to  wiu^  the  deadlv  feare, 
t  And  on  his  head  a  steele-cap  he  did  wears 
$  Of  colour  niatie-browne,  but  sure  and  strong} 

And  in  hia  hand  an  huge  polaie  did  baare, 
f  Whose  ateale  was  jTon-studded,  but  not  long. 

With  which  he  wout  to  fight,  to  joatifie  hit  wrong. 

Of  stature  huge  and  hideous  he  was, 
like  to  a  giant  for  his  monBtroua  hight. 
And  did  in  strength  most  sortg  of  men  sorpac, 


any  found  his  match  in  might ; 
le  had  great  skill  in  single  fight: 
His  face  waa  ugly  and  hie  countenance  steme. 


That  could  hare  frayd  one  with  the  very  sight. 

And  gaped  like  a  gulfe  when  he  did  geme ; 

That  whether  man  or  monster  one  conid  acarse  diaceme. 

Soone  as  he  did  within  the  listea  appeare,  16 

With  dreadfull  looke  be  Artegall  beheld. 

As  if  he  would  hare  daunted  hini  with  feare; 

And.  grinning  grieely,  did  against  him  weld 

H  ia  di-adly  weapon  which  in  hand  he  held : 

SuC  th'  elfin  swayne,  that  oft  bad  seene  like  sight, 

Waa  with  bis  ghastly  count'uance  nothing  qneldi 

Sut  gan  him  streight  to  buckle  to  the  fight, 

And  cast  his  sbield  about  to  be  in  readie  plight. 

The  trompets  sound ;  and  they  togetiier  goe  U 

With  dreadful!  terror  and  with  fell  intent ; 

And  their  huge  strokes  full  daungeroualj  bestow. 

To  doe  most  dammage  whereas  moat  they  menti 

But  with  But'h  force  and  furie  riolent 

The  tyrant  thundred  bis  thicke  blowes  lo  fast. 

That  through  the  yron  walles  their  wi^  they  rent. 

And  eren  to  the  Titall  parta  they  past, 

Ne  ought  oould  them  endure,  but  ail  tbtj  oleft  oe  bcuA. 


6d8 

Wbich  oraeU  cmtrsge  whcuas  Artagall 
"SXd  irell  Ariae,  thenoefartli  iriUi  waii^  lv.._ 
Ha  iHuod  hi*  ■trolcn,  where-evvr  lliej-  did  tJL 
And  way  did  eire  unto  their  gracole«ae  speed : 
Jk»  when  a  skufoll  nuniueir  dolii  nod 


So  did  the  faerie  Icaiaiit  him.'    fe  utmrc-. 
And  Btoupcd  ofc  his  bt-aA  fr       ihame  to  aliuli 
No  sliamc  to  stoupe,  c  nore  lust>  to  n 

And,  much  to  gaine,  t  to  yield: 

So  gtoat^^Bt  Iniigiitt  duv.  imee  in  fidd. 

But  still  the  tyrant  gtemiiy  a.  him  Ufil, 
And  did  his  yron  axe  »o  nimblj-  wield, 
^LBt  many  wounds  into  Iiie  llesh  it  made 
Anil  with  ilia  burdeaous  blowee  him  tore  dU 

Yet  whenas  fit  advant^ce  he  did  aw; 

The  whiles  the  cursed  felon  high  i£d  reare 

His  cruell  hand  to  smite  him  mortally. 

Under  his  stroke  he  to  him  stepping  aeare 

Sight  in  the  fiitikc  him  atrookc  wi&  deadly  dMan^ 

That  the  gore-bloud  thence  gushing  grievotuly 

Did  underneath  him  like  a  pond  a.ppaare 

And  all  his  armour  did  with  purple  dye  : 

Thereat  he  brajed  loud,  and  jelled  drcadfiillj. 

Tet  the  huge  stroke,  which  he  before  iateaded. 

Kept  on  his  course,  as  he  did  it  direct. 

And  with  such  monstrous  poise  adowno  descended. 

That  seemed  nought  could  him  from  death  protect: 

Bat  he  it  well  did  ward  with  wise  reject. 

And  twiit  him  and  the  blow  his  shield  did  cmat. 

Which  thweon  seiring  tooke  no  great  effect ; 

But.  bjting  deepe,  therein  did  sticke  so  fast 

That  bj  no  meanes  it  backe  again  be  f<Mth  ooold  wtmI 

Long  while  he  tug'd  and  strove  to  get  it  oat, 
Andall  his  powre  applyed  thereunto, 
Ihat  he  therewith  the  knight  drew  all  aboat : 
Nathlease,  for  all  that  ever  he  oould  doe. 
His  axe  he  could  not  from  his  shield  undoe. 
Which  Artegall  perceiving,  strooke  no  mom. 
Bat  loofling  soone  his  siiidd  did  it  forgoe ; 
And,  whiles  he  combred  was  therewith  bo  aor^ 
He  gm  at  him  let  drive  more  fieroetf  than  afMiei. 
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)  wrll  he  liim  purscwM,  that  at  the  last  23 

e  stroke  him  with  Chrysaor  on  the  hed, 
^  Jiat  with  the  souse  thereof  full  sore  aghast 
-  Xe  staggered  to  and  fro  in  doubtfull  sted : 
^gaine,  whiles  he  him  saw  so  ill  bested, 
Sie  did  him  smite  with  all  his  might  and  maine, 
C^ha,U  falling,  on  his  mother  earth  he  fed: 
Tliom  when  he  saw  prostrated  on  the  plaine, 
e  lightly  reft  his  head  to  ease  him  of  his  paine. 


%yiiich  when  the  peo]ple  round  about  him  saw,  24 

Tthey  shouted  all  tor  loy  of  his  sucoesse, 
rOlad  to  be  quit  from  that  proud  tyrant's  awe, 
"\Viiich  with  strong  powro  did  them  long  time  oppresse; 

And,  running  all  with  greedie  iovfulnesse 

To  faire  Irena,  at  her  feet  did  fall, 

And  her  adored  with  due  humbleneese 

Ab  their  true  liege  and  princesse  natural! ; 
«  And  eke  her  cluunpions  gkrie  sounded  over  all : 

Who,  streight  her  leading  with  meete  maiestie  2S 

Unto  the  pallace  where  their  kings  did  rayne. 

Did  her  therein  establish  peaceablie. 

And  to  her  kingdomes  seat  restore  a^^ayne ; 

And  all  such  persons,  as  did  late  mamtayne 

That  tyrants  part  wiUi  close  or  open  i^de. 

He  sorely  punished  with  heavie  payne ; 

That  in  short  space,  whiles  there  with  her  he  stayd, 

l^ot  one  was  left  that  durst  her  once  have  disobayd. 

During  which  time  that  he  did  there  Tem^yne,  28 

His  studie  was  true  iustice  how  to  deide,  ^ 

And  day  and  night  employed  his  busie  paine 

How  to  reforme  that  ragged  common-weale : 

And  that  same  yron  man,  which  could  reveale 

All  hidden  crimes,  through  all  that  realme  he  sent 

To  search  out  those  that  usd  to  rob  and  steale. 

Or  did  rcbell  gainst  lawiull  goyemment ; 

On  whom  he  did  inflict  most  grievous  punishment. 

But,  ere  he  could  reforme  it  thoroughly,  27 

He  through  occasion  t  ailed  was  away 

To  faerie  court,  Uiat  of  necessity 

His  course  of  iustice  he  was  forst  to  stay. 

And  Talus  to  revoke  from  the  right  way, 

In  which  he  was  that  realme  for  to  redresse : 

But  envies  cloud  still  dimmeth  vertues  ray  I 

So,  having  freed  Irena  from  distresse. 

He  tookeluB  leave  of  her  there  left  inhfitt^e&a^ 
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rijo,  KB  he  bocke  returned  Irpin  that  land, 

IdiI  there  airiT'd  againo  whence  forth  he  set, 

Te  had  not  passed  fivrre  upon  the  Btmnd, 

.Vhena3  two  old  ill-favour  A  hngs  he  met, 

iy  the  wny-side  heing  tOKcLher  set, 

Cn-i)  prripi'ly  creatures;  and,  to  that  their  facet 

Host  foule  and  filthie  were,  their  garments  yet, 

Joing  all  rau'd  nnd  tatter'd,  their  diBgracps 

>id  much  the  more  augment,  aud  made  most  o^lj  ' 

riie  one  of  Ihem,  that  elder  did  appenre, 

IVith  her  dull  eyes  did  seeme  to  looice  askeir. 

That  her  mis-nbape  much  helpt ;  and  her  foule  ht«R 

■luiiK  loose  and  loathsomelv;  thereto  her  hew 

Was  wan  and  leane.  that  all  her  teeth  nrew 

ind  all  her  bonen  might  tlirough  her  cheelres  be  nd 

Her  lipa  were,  like  raw  Icther,  palo  and  blew: 

^□d  as  she  apakc,  therewith  she  slavered ; 

^et  spake  she  seldom ;  but  thought  more,  the  leSM  tl 

ler  hands  were  foule  and  durtie,  never  washt 

in  all  her  life,  irith  long  nayles  over-rauKht 

Like  puttoeks  clawes ;  with  th'  one  of  which  ahe  Mn 

Fler  cursed  ln'ad,  although  it  itched  naught ; 

The  other  held  a  Bnnke  with  venimo  fraught. 
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ither  nothing  better  was  then  shee;  33 

iing  in  bad  will  and  cancred  kynd, 

Q  bad  maner  they  did  disa^^ree : 

rhaUo  envie  good  or  bad  did  fynd 

[id  conceale,  and  murder  her  owne  mynd; 

his,  whatever  evill  she  conceived, 

pred  abroad  and  throw  in  th'open  wynd: 

nis  in  all  her  words  might  be  perceived, 

aU  she  sought  was  mens  good  name  to  have  bereaved. 

(whatsoever  good  by  any  sayd  34 

>en  she  heara,  she  would  streightwayes  invent 

to  deprave  or  slaunderously  upbrayd, 

misconstrue  of  a  mans  intent, 

tume  to  ill  the  thing  that  well  waB  ment : 

jfore  she  used  often  to  resort 

mmon  haunts,  and  companies  firequent, 

;arke  what  any  one  did  good  report, 

ot  the  same  with  blame,  or  wrest  in  wicked  sort : 

if  that  any  ill  she  heard  of  any,  35 

rould  it  eeke,  and  make  much  worse  by  telling, 

:ake  great  ioy  to  publish  it  to  many, 

every  matter  worse  was  for  her  melling : 

lame  was  hight  Detraction,  and  her  dwelling 

neare  to  Envie,  even  her  neighbour  next; 

:ked  hag,  and  Envy  selfe  excelling 

ischiefe ;  for  herseLfe  she  only  veirt : 

his  same  both  herselfe  and  others  eke  perplexi. 

ace  was  ugly,  and  her  mouth  distort,  36 

ng  with  poyson  round  about  her  gils, 

lich  her  cursed  tongue  full  sharpe  and  short 

ar'd  like  aspis  sting,  that  closely  kils, 

uelly  does  wound  whomso  she  wils ; 

tafie  in  her  other  hand  she  had, 

I  the  which  she  litle  spinnes,  but  spils ; 

faynes  to  weave  false  tales  and  leasings  bad^ 

xow  amongst  the  good,  which  others  nad  disprad. 

i  two  now  had  themselves  combynd  in  one,  37 

linckt  together  gainst  Sir  Artegall ; 

vhom  they  wayted  as  his  mortall  fone, 

they  might  make  him  into  mischiefe  fall, 

reeing  from  their  snares  Irena  thrall : 

les,  unto  themselves  they  gotten  had 

mster  which  the  blatant  beast  men  call, 

sadfull  feend  of  gods  and  men  ydrad, 

m  they  by  slights  allur'd  and  to  their  purpose  lad. 


I 
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Sucb  T(Te  these  Hagt,  mid  so  imIuuiil«oiae  dreM; 
"WLo  when  they  aiab  approchinK  had  t«i>jd« 
Sir  Artesall  return  d  from  bis  lat«  qunt, 
Tbt^v  both  arose,  and  at  liini  toudjj-  cryAe. 
As  It  liad  beae  two  ahephe&rds  cuires  hnl  •oyib 
A  ravenous  wolfe  ai»ong«t  tbe  Bcattnred  tlockei: 
And  Envie  first,  ma  ahc  tiiat  firat  him  ejvd. 
Towordes  him  runs,  and  witli  mde  dcrint;  locko 
About  her  eues  does  beat  ber  brmt  aadlascliiE^ 

Then  from  her  moath  the  gobbet  she  does  taka,  1 

The  which  wbyleare  the  was  w  ^reedil.v 

Devouring,  even  that  holfe-gnaiveti  snake. 

And  at  him  throws  it  most  oe^pig^Iitrullj- : 

The  cTiraed  serpent,  thoiigU  she  fiuneriJy 

E»r8t  chawed  thereon,  jet  was  not  ^1  so  deo^ 

But  that  some  Ufa  remajTied  Becretlyj 

And.  OS  he  past  afore  withouten  dre^d. 

Bit  hiin  lictiiud,  that  long  the  marko  vraa  to  be  nad. 

ITien  th'  other  comming  neare  gsn  him  revile^ 

And  fouly  rayle.  with  tul  she  could  invent ; 

Sayiug  tliat  lie  had,  with  unmuily  guile 

And  foule  abusiun.  both  his  honour  blent. 

And  that  bright  sword,  the  sword  of  lustioe  lent 

Had  atayncd  with  reprochfull  erueltie 

In  guiltlesse  blood  ol  manv  an  innocent : 

As  for  Grantorto,  him  with  treacherie 

And  tray aes  having  surpriz'd  he  fouly  did  to  dia> 

Thereto  the  blatant  beast,  by  them  set  on. 

At  him  began  aloud  to  barke  and  bay 

With  bitter  rage  and  fell  contention. 

That  all  the  woods  and  rockes  nigh  to  that  iraj- 

Began  to  quake  and  tremble  with  dismay; 

And  all  the  aire  rebellowed  againej 

So  dreadfully  his  hundred  tongues  did  bray: 

And  evermore  those  hogs  themselves  did  paine 

To  shaipen  him,  and  their  owns  cursed  tonga  did  stndn 

And,  still  among,  most  bitter  wordea  they  spake^ 

Most  shamefull.  most  unrighteous,  most  vmtrew. 

That  they  the  mildest  man  alive  would  moke 

Forget  his  patience,  and  yeeld  veneeaunce  dew 

To  her,  that  so  false  sclaundere  at  him  threw : 

And  more  to  make  them  pierce  end  wound  more  de«p«^ 

She,  with  the  sting  which  in  her  vile  tongue  Rrew 

Did  sharpen  them,  and  in  fresh  pojson  steepe ; 

"Set  he  past  on,  and  seem'd  of  tbem  to  take  no  keeps. 
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Kit  Talus,  hearing  her  so  lewdly  raile  43 

■Ijid  SDeake  so  ill  of  him  that  well  deserved, 
*^oiila  her  have  chdstiz'd  with  his  yron  flaile, 

•£  Her  Sir  Artepall  had  not  preserved, 

knd  him  forbidden,  who  his  heast  observed : 

So  much  the  more  at  him  still  did  she  scold, 

\xLd  stones  did  cast ;  yet  he  for  nought  would  swerve 

3Voin  his  right  course,  but  still  the  way  did  hold 

E?o  faerie  court;  where  what  him  fell  shall  else  be  told. 


ii 
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THE   PAEEIE    QTJEENB,: 

COMTAVHEHO 

Viht  Xtgcnli  o[  sir  CaltUatc,  oi  of  fl 


—i.lhrougli  which  my  weary  Btep*  I  enydi 

.   In  tiis  delightful  land  of  Faenr,  "^ 

ind  ("iirmcklfd  mth  such  sweet  variety 

H  nil  tliut  pleiisaiit  is  to  eare  or  eje, 

"    '  ^       gh  ravisht  with  rare  thouithts  delight 

LB  truvell  doe  foFBCt  theroby : 

ind,  whcu  I  gin  t«  feele  decay  of  might. 

t  BlTGUgth  t«  me  supplies  and  chears  my  dolled  tfOg 

h  secret  comfort  and  sQoh  heaTenlic  pleasoMs, 
e  sncred  imps,  that  on  ParnaaBo  dwell. 
■LTid  there  the  kreping  hare  of  learimi|{s  threamuti 
T^'Uich  doe  all  worldly  riches  farro  eicell, 
"uiiea  of  mortal!  men  doe  well. 
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*^-  *3T3t,  in  the  triall  of  true  curt^'sie,  5 

^ts  novr  so  farre  from  that  which  then  it  was, 
That  it  indeed  is  nought  but  forfferie, 

"m  jTFashioned  to  please  the  eies  of  them  that  pas, 

•  M^V^hich  see  not  perfect  things  but  in  a  glas : 
Yet  is  that  glasse  so  gay  that  it  can  blynd 
The  wisest  sight,  to  thinke  gold  that  is  bras : 
vertues  seat  is  deepe  within  the  mynd, 

"•^  Ar\t\  not  in  outward  shows  but  inward  thoughts  deiynd. 

IBnt  where  shall  I  in  all  antiquity  C 

m  80  faire  a  patterne  £lnde,  where  ma3r  be  seene 
The  goodly  praise  of  ^rin^eiy-^aurtesie*. 
Ab  in  yourselfe,  O  sorerame  lad^  qiieeneP 
In  whose  pure  minde,  as  m  a  mirrour  sheene. 
It  showes,  and  ^ith  her  brightnesse  dot^  inflame 
iir  Hie  eyes  of  all  which  thereon  fixed  beene ; 
Bat  meriteth  indeede  an  higher  name : 
Yet  so  from  low  to  high,  upliffced  is  your  name. 

Then  pardon  me,  most  dreaded  so^eraine,  7 

ai   That  from  yourselfe  I  doe  this  vertue  bring. 

And  to  yourselfe  doe  it  retume  againe : 
;j0  60  from  the  ocean  all  rivers  spring. 

And  tribute  backe  repay  as  to  their  king: 

Bight  so  from  you  all  goodlv  yertues  well 

Into  the  rest  which  round  about  you  rinff, 

Fairo  lords  and  ladies  which  about  you  aweU, 
^f    And  doe  adorne  your  court  where  courtesies  exoelL 


CANTO  I. 

Calidore  saves  from  Maleffort 

A  dams  ell  used  rylde: 
Doth  vanqaUh  Crudor;  and  doth  male* 

Briana  wexe  more  inylde. 

Op  court,  it  seemes,  men  courtesie  doe  call, 
For  that  it  there  roost  useth  to  abound ; 
And  well  beseerocth  that  in  princes  hall 
That  vertue  should  be  plentifully  foxmd. 
Which  of  all  goodly  manners  is  the  ground. 
And  roote  of  civill  conversation : 
Bight  so  in  faery  court  it  did  redound, 
Wnere  curteous  knights  and  ladies  most  did  won 
Of  all  on  earth,  and  made  a  matchlesse  paragon. 
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)nt  mon^t  them  all  naa  none  moro  ootirt«oiia  fad^ 

riiea  Cahdore,  beloved  over  all : 
[n  whom  it  eeenii>g  that  gentleiiesse  of  spright 
ind  mnnnerB  niylie  were  iilanted  uatut^ ; 
To  which  he  adaina  comely  guixe  witbaJl 
A.iid  m^^ioufl  apcach,  did  fteale  mens  hearts  awof; 
S'uthlesse  thereto  he  web  full  stout  and  tall, 
'       "  ipprov'd  in  bat teilouB  affray. 

did  raach  renowmi-,  and  far  his  fame  dif|J 

Ne  was  there  knight  ne  was  there  lady  found 
(n  fai'rie  eourt,  but  him  did  deare  embraos 
For  liis  faire  usage  and  conditbns  sound. 
The  irliich  in  all  mens  liking  gayned  plaoe, 
And  with  the  KreaUBt  purchast  gn«tt>3t  sraoe; 
Which  he  coold  w-iscly  u»e,  and  well  apply, 
Fo  pleoae  the  best,  and  th'  evill  to  embiue : 
For  he  loatbd  leasinct  and  base  flattery, 
A.nd  loved  simplu  truth  and  atedEut  lioneBtf. 

And  now  he  wM  in  travell  on  his  way, 
I'ppon  an  hard  adventure  sore  bestod. 
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lattant  beast,"  quoth  he,  "  I  doe  porsew,  7 

rough  the  worm  incessantly^dglshase, 
im  overtake,  or  else  subdew : 
)w  I  not  or  how  or  in  what  place 
him  out,  yet  still  I  forward  trace." 
is  that  blattant  beast  then  P"  he  replide. 
i  monster  bred  of  helliahe  race," 
iswered  he,  "  wllteh  often  hath  annoyd 
aights  and  ladies  true,  and  many  elae  destroyd. 

■rberus  whilome  he  was  begot  8 

1  Chima?ra,  in  her  darkesome  den, 

h  fowle  commixture  of  his  filthy  blot ; 

he  was  fostred  long  in  Stygian  fen, 

to  perfect  ripenesse  grew ;  and  then 

18  wicked  world  he  forth  was  sent 

he  plague  and  scourge  of  wretched  men : 

with  vile  tongue  and  yenemous  intent 

)  doth  wound,  and  bite,  and  cruelly  torment,** 

since  the  Salvage  Island  I  did  leave,"  9 

rtegall,  *  I  such  a  beast  did  see, 
icli  did  secme  a  thousand  tongues  to  hayeJ 
I  in  spight  and  malice  did  agree,  / 

hich  no  bayd  and  loudly  barkt  at  mee, 
at  he  attonce  would  me  devoure : 
that  knew  mvselfe  from  perill  free, 
i^ht  regard  his  malice  nor  his  powre ; 
the  more  his  wicked  poyson  forth  did  poore.*' 


surely  is  that  beast,"  saide  Calidore,  10 

h  I  pursue,  of  whom  I  am  right  glad 

•e  these  tidings  which  of  none  afore 

h  all  mj'  weary  travell  I  have  had : 

V  some  hope  your  words  unto  me  add." 

God  you  speed,"  quoth  then  Sir  Artegall, 

ceope  your  body  from  the  daunger  drSd ; 

have  much  adoe  to  deale  withaU !" 

I  tookc  goodly  leave,  and  parted  sereralL 

idore  thence  travelled  not  long,  U 

s  by  chaunce  a  comely  squire  he  found, 

lorough  some  more  mighty  enemies  wrong 

and  and  foote  unto  a  tree  was  bound; 

leeing  him  from  farre,  with  piteous  sound 

shrill  cries  him  called  to  his  aide: 

)m  approching.  in  that  painefull  ttoim.d 

he  hun  saw,  for  no  demaunds  he  staidd, 

ft  him  loede,  and  aflerwardB  thuft  to  \ucDi  maI^.^ 
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'nliuppy  f'tniire,  what  lisrd  misliap  tliee  brougUt 
_.to  this  tny  of  poriU  and  dis^nsce:' 
■  hat  crui'U  iiand  thy  uretchwl  tliraldonio  wrought, 
Tnd  thee  pnptyved  in  this  BhEtnefull  plooe  P" 
Vi  whom  he  aiiBirered  thus ;  "  My  Iiiipless«  cue 
1  not  oocusiotii'd  through  ray  laisAescn. 
it  throufih  misfortune,  nhi<!h  did  mo  abase 
ito  this  sharae.  uiid  my  young  hope  subvert, 
■e  that  I  in  her  guilefuU  traines  wan  well  eipert 

Not  farrc  from  hence,  uppon  yond  rocky  hill. 
'ard  by  a  gtri?if;ht  there  sUnds  &  castle  strong, 
Tiich  doth  observe  a  custorae  lewd  and  ill, 
id  it  hfith  long  majntaind  with  mighty  wrong: 
ir  may  im  liiight  nor  lady  passe  along 
,iat  wny.  (and  yet  they  needs  must  pasac  that  way, 
y  reason  of  the  BtreiKnt,  and  rocks  among.) 
_at  they  lliat  ladies  locltes  doe  shave  away. 
Ind  Uiat  knights  beard,  for  toll  which  they  for  puMge 

|A  Bhamcfull  use  as  ever  I  did  heare," 
yd  Cttlidore,  "  and  to  be  overthrowne. 
It  hy  wliBt  meanes  did  they  at  first  it  reare, 
id  fjr  what  cause?  tell  if  thou  have  it  knowne." 
Tlic  lady,  which  doth  ywrw 
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a  shti  the  which  for  nelpe  did  seeke. 

□|r  up  unto  the  ciy  to  lest, 

that  carle  from  farre  with,  hand  uublwt 

[iikt  maydcn  b;  tho  yellow  heare. 

>r  garmeDta  from  her  snowy  treat, 

her  head  her  lockcB  he  nieh  did  teftre, 

ho  Bpare  for  pitty,  nor  refraine  for  feue. 

vnoua  aisbt  when  CaUdore  beheld, 

ho  loo«athat  squire,  and  so  him  left 

•ts  diamay  and  inward  dolour  queld, 

isuc  that  villaine,  which  had  reft 

<u9  Bi>oile  by  so  iniurioua  Ihefl : 

i-rtaking.  lau Je  to  him  he  cryde ; 

i.vtor.  quickcly  that  misi^otteu  weft 

at  hath  it  better  iuatifyde, 

'  thee  soone  to  him  of  whom  thou  mrt  de&d& 

rkning  to  tliat  voice,  himaelfe  upreard, 

ig  him  so  fiercely  towardes  make, 

[11  Htoutly  ran.  as  nought  afeard, 

■  more  curag'd  for  those  words  aake; 

Btornc  (.«uut'nauD(^o  thus  unto  him  spake; 

1  the  caytire  that  defyeat  me, 

lis  mayd,  whose  party  thou  doest  take, 

thy  beard,  thou^  it  but  little  beeP 

it  not  her  lockcs  for  raunsome  bo  nw  free." 

he  fiercely  at  him  flew,  and  lajd 
la  atrokea  nith  moat  importune  might, 
le  made  him  stagger  as  unatayd, 
:M:uilc  to  shunne  uia  aharpe  despight: 
ire,  that  waa  well  akild  in  fight, 

forbore,  and  still  his  spirite  spar'd, 
raitc  how<him  he  damadge  might: 

he  fell  him  shrinke,  and  come  to  ward, 
r  grew,  and  gan  to  drive  at  Mm  more  hard. 

watcr-streame,  whoae  swelling  aourse 

c  a  mill,  within  etrona;  bancka  is  pent, 

restrayned  of  his  ready  course; 

IB  uaaaa^e  is  unto  him  lent, 

irili,  nod  makes  his  way  more  violentj 

tho  furv  of  Sir  Calidore; 

•e  lie  felt  his  foe-man  to  relent, 

y  him  purau'd,  and  pressed  sore^ 

e  still  decoyd,  so  he  encreaaed  more. 
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The  lie8T7  bardoD  of  whose  dretuirul]  might 

"Whenas  tho  carle  no  ioniwr  could  euslaine. 
His  heart,  gan  fatot,  and  streight  he  toobe  hi*  &d 
Toward  itii'  i-aatle.  wlierc,  if  oetti  conBtraine, 
His  Iiope  of  refuge  nsed  to  renuiioe: 
Whom  Calidore  pereeiviag  fast  to  flip, 
He  kim  pursu'd  and  i:1iaced  throagh  the  pltUDC 
That  he  for  drend  of  death  (fan  loude  to  crie 
Unto  the  ward  to  open  to  him  haetilie. 

They,  from  the  wall  him  tieem^  bo  nghast. 
The  gatt'  soone  opened  to  receive  him  ini 
Sut  Caiidure  did  follow  hira  to  fast. 
That  even  in  tli ;  porch  he  him  did  win. 
And  cleft  his  head  naunder  to  hia  chin: 
Tlic  carknsBe  tumbling  downe  within  the  dan 
Pid  cliokc  the  entrannce  with  a  lumpe  of  •in. 
That  it  eould  not  be  shiitj  whileat  Calidtwe 
Did  entor  in,  and  slew  the  porter  on  the  flofc 

With  that  the  real  the  which  the  eartle  kept 
About  him  Uockt.  and  hard  at  him  did  lay; 
But  he  theiti  all  from  bim  fiiU  linhtly  swept. 
As  doth  a  Bt-^are,  in  heat  of  BommerB  day. 
With  jiin  long  tuilc  the  bryies  brush  nway. 


r.s 
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I  doe  youwelfo,  for  dread  of  ikame  forgoe,  tH 

Till  manner  which,  ye  here  maintaine, 

00  inaCead  thereof  mild  cnrt'sie  ehowe 

trmt  paase:  that  shall  jou  glory  gaine 

then  his  love,  which  thus  je  aeeke  t'obtaine." 

ewith  all  fiill  of  wrath  she  thus  replrde; 

recreant!  know  that  I  doe  much  diadaine 

lurteoua  lore,  that  doeit  my  lore  deride, 

icornes  thj  ydle  scoffe,  and  bids  thee  be  defyde." 

ike  defiannoe  at  a  ladies  word,"  2G 

he,  "  I  hold  it  no  indigDityi 
ere  he  here,  that  would  it  with  his  sword 
perhaps  he  mote  it  deare  aby." 
herd,"  quoth  she,  "  were  not  that  thoa  wooldst  Sj 
>  doe  come,  he  should  be  soone  in  place." 
doe  so,"  aayd  he,  "  then  liberty 
u  for  aye  me  to  disgrace 
le  Hhame«,  that  erat  ye  spake  me  to  defaoe." 

tlint  a  dwarfe  she  cald  to  her  in  hast,  2f 

aking  from  her  band  a  ring  of  gould 
ry  token  which  betwcene  them  past) 
im  to  Hie  with  all  the  speed  he  could 
ador;  and  deaire  him  that  he  would  ' 

laafe  to  reskuo  her  against  a  knight,  >' 

through  strong  powre  had  now  herself  is  honll 
Iff  late  aloine  her  seneschall  in  fight.  I 

U  her  people  murdred  with  ouCra^ons  might;  I 

warfe  his  wa^  did  hast,  and  went  all  night:  S( 

ahdore  did  with  her  there  abyde 

)mmiQe  of  that  lo  much  threatned  kniahti 

;  that  diBcourteouB  dame  with  B43onifulIpryde 

}wlo  entreaty  him  indignifyde, 

'ron  heart  it  hardly  could  sustaine: 

■,  that  could  hiB  wrath  full  wisely  goyde, 

ell  endure  her  womanish  disdaine, 

id  himselfe  from  fraile  impatience  refrain* 

lorrow  next,  before  the  lampe  of  light  3 

■  the  earth  upreard  his  flaming  head, 

warfo.  which  bore  that  message  to  her  knight, 

ht  aunswere  backe,  that  ere  he  tasted  bread 

>uld  her  succour,  and  alire  or  dead 

)e  deliver  up  into  her  hand: 

fore  he  wil'd  her  doe  away  all  dread ; 

iiat  of  him  she  mote  assured  stand, 

at  to  her  his  basenet  ■■  a  faithfuU  baacL 
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Thereof  fuU  Myth  (he  lHd,T  Btm>ht  became. 
And  gan  t'  augment  b<T  bitt^messe  mach  men: 
Yet  no  whit  more  appalled  for  tlie  same, 
Ke  ou^lit  dism&7ed  "xat  Sir  CaIido(« ; 
But  rather  did  more  ohearefull  sevrmp  theivtort: 
And.  having  poone  his  annes  aboat  hini  digtit. 
Did  iesB?  forth  to  meete  hi»  foe  afore ; 
Where  long  be  stayed  not.  n-henss  a  kniffht 
He  spide  come  pricking      i  with  all  hia  pcnrre  am 

Well  weend  he  gtreicht  f-at  lie  should  be  the  nr 

Which  tooke  in  band  ber  ihhitoU  to  tnaintaine. 

Mo  aUyd  to  a»lie  if  it  wei    he  by  nam?. 

Sat  coucht  his  spearc,  and  ran  at  bim  smame^i 

ITier  bene  jmett  in  iniddest  of  the  ptaine 

TVith  8o  fell  furc  and  desmleona  foree, 

?l)Bt  neither  could  the  others  stroke  nuslatne. 

3nt  rudelv  rowld  to  ground  both  man  and  horfc. 

JTeither  of  other  takinp  pitty  nor  remorse. 

"Bnt  Calidore  uprose  ajrwne  fnll  light, 
TSTiileB  yet  bia  foe  lay  fast  in  aencelcsse  sonod  ; 
"yet  would  he  not  him  hurt  nltbough  he  might: 
Tor  shame  lie  weend  a  sleeping  wight  to  M-ound. 
Bnt  when  Briana  saw  that  drery  Btound, 
There  where  she  stood  uppon  the  castle  wall. 
She  deem*d  him  snre  to  have  bene  dead  on  trronn 
And  made  such  piteous  moumins  therewithaJl, 
That  from  the  battlements  she  ready  aeem'd  to  fa 

Nathlesee  at  length  bimiiclfe  he  did  npreare 

In  lustlesse  wise ;  as  ir  against  hia  will, 

Ere  lie  had  slept  his  fill,  ho  wakened  were. 

And  pan  to  stretch  his  Unibs ;  which  feeling  ai 

Of  bis  late  fall,  awhile  he  rested  still: 

But,  when  be  «aw  hiB  foe  before  in  Ten-, 

He  shooke  ofT  luskiahnesse :  and.  courage  cbjll 

KindliDg  alresb,  gan  battel!  to  renew. 

To  proT©  if  better  foote  then  boraebaeke  would  en 

There  then  began  a  fcarefull  cmell  fray 
Betwiit  them  two  for  maystery  of  might : 
For  both  were  wondrou?  pmcticke  in  that  play. 
And  passing  well  expert  in  single  tifcht. 
And  both  inflam'd  with  furious  despight ; 
Which  as  it  still  encrcast.  so  still  ini-reast 
Heir  cruefl  strokes  and  fcirible  afiricht ; 
Se  once  for  ruth  their  rigour  thev  reT<-««i- 
Ve  once  to  breath  awhile  ihcir  - 
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ona  they  trac'd  and  traverst  to  and  fro,  37 

*yde  all  waica  how  each  mote  entraooe  nutlCA 

111-  life  of  hifl  mnlignont  foe ; 

low'd  their  helmea,  and  plates  aaander  br&ke, 

■y  had  [votsbarcfl  bene ;  for  oousht  mote  slake 

CTi'i'dy  venapaunces  but  goary  blood; 

t  llie  last  Hke  to  a  purple  lake 

uily  core  coDjcPnl'd  about  them  itood, 

I  from  their  nrcn  aides  forth  goslied  like  a  flood. 

gth  it  i^haunst  that  both  their  hands  on  hie  38 

'(■  did  heave  with  all  tlieir  powre  and  might, 

in;;  tlii'  utmost  of  their  force  to  t-ie, 

rove  tlip  rinall  fortune  of  the  fight; 

ilidorc,  that  wan  more  quicke  of  sight 

imbi  IT' handed  then  his  enetnie, 

itoil  htm  before  tus  stroke  coald  llibt, 

n  the  helmet  smote  him  fonnerlie, 

oade  him  stoupo  to  ground  with  meeke  humilitie : 

're  ha  could  rpcorer  foote  againe,  89 

loirins  that  faire  adrantage  fast 
roki-  redoubled  with  such  might  and  maine, 
lim  upon  the  nrouod  he  crovelinR  cast ; 
^apiug  to  him  lig'  t  would  have  unlast 
•]me,  to  make  unto  hig  vengeance  way : 
seeing  in  what  daunj^er  he  waa  plast, 
out ;  "  Ah  mercie,  hlf  I  doe  mo  not  slay, 
ive  my  life,  which  lot  before  your  foot  doth  lay." 

ihat  his  mortal!  hand  awhile  he  atayd;  40 

laving  aomewliat  calm'd  hia  wrathful]  heat 

iroodly  patience,  thus  he  to  hira  saydi 

is  the  boast  of  that  proud  ladies  threat, 

nenaccd  me  from  the  field  to  beat, 

irouf-ht  to  this  ?  By  thia  now  may  ye  leame 

rcrs  no  more  so  rudely  to  entreat : 

lit  nwav  proud  lookc  and  nsafie  steme. 

hich  siial  nought  to  you  but  fonle  dishonor  jeame. 

nothing  ia  more  blamefull  to  a  knight, 
^ourt'sie  dolh  as  well  as  armes  professe,     ^ 
ver  strong  and  fortunate  in  tiirllt,  | 

the  reproeli  of  pride  and  cmclnesae ;  ' 

ue  he  seekcth  others  to  suppreise, 
hath  not  leamd  bimaclfe  first  to  subdewt 
ih  is  frayle  and  full  of  Ueklencsse. 
it  to  fortunes  chance,  still  cbaunging  newi 
bap>  to  day  to  me  to  morrow  may  to  yoo. 


k\ 
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"\\Tio  wiU  not  mereie  unUi  otliera  alicw. 
How  can  he  mercy  ever  hojw  to  liare  P 
To  p^  eacli  withliis  onne  is  right  and  dew : 
Yet  siDce  ye  mereie  now  doe  need  to  crace, 
I  nil!  it  graunt,  yciur  bopelesso  life  to  save, 
Witli  thfse  conditioQB  nliich  I  will  propound: 
First,  that  yo  bi'lter  shall  yourselfe  behave 
Unto  all  errant  knighte.  wliereso  on  ground: 
Next,  tliAt  ye  ladies  ayde  in  every  stead  and  Btounf 

Tbe  wretched  man,  that  all  ttuB  while  did  dwell 

In  dread  uf  death,  bis  heaala  did  gladly  heart.-. 

And  promist  to  perfomie  his  precept  ivell. 

And  wliateoevcr  else  he  would  requere. 

So,  au&rins  him  to  rieti.  he  made  lum  swcarc 

By  liis  owne  sword,  and  hy  the  croase  thereon. 

To  take  Briana  for  his  lovini^  ftre 

Withouten  dowre  or  compoeition ! 

But  to  release  his  former  foule  condition. 

All  which  acceptinp,  and  with  faithful!  olh 
^Tiding  himselfe  moat  firmely  to  obay. 
He  up  arose,  however  liefe  or  loth. 
And  swore  to  him  true  feollie  for  aye. 
""       forth  he  cold  from  sorrowfull  dismay 
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^ot  Calidore  himselfe  would  not  retaine  )  47 

""or  land  nor  fee  for  hjrre  of  his  good  deede» 
nt  gave  them  streight  unto  that  squire  againe, 
om  from  her  seneschall  he  lately  freed, 
to  his  damzell«  as  their  rightftdl  meed 
br  recompenoe  of  all  their  former  wrong : 
re  he  remaind  with  them  right  well  agreed, 
of  his  wounds  he  wexed  hole  and  strong ; 
then  to  his  first  quest  he  passed  forth  along. 


CANTO  n. 

Calidore  wes  jouag  Tristram  day 

A  proud  diaoourteocu  Imlgfat : 
He  maket  him  squire,  and  of  him  leanies 

His  state  and  present  pUght.     . 

What  yertue  is  so  fitting  for  a  knight,  1 

Or  for  a  ladie  whom  a  knight  should  love. 

As  curtesie ;  to  beare  themselves  aright 

To  all  of  each  degree  as  doth  behove  r 

For  whether  they  be  placed  high  above 

Or  low  beneath,  yet  ought  they  well  to  know 

Their  good ;  that  none  them  rightly  may  reprove 

Of  rudencsse  for  not  yeeldin^  what  they  owe : 

Great  skill  it  is  such  duties  tunely  to  bestow* 

Thereto  great  helpe  dame  Nature  selfe  doth  lend  t  2 

Por  some  so  goodly  gratious  are  by  kind, 

That  every  adion  doth  them  much  commend, 

And  in  the  eyes  of  men  great  liking  find ; 

Which  others  that  have  greater  skul  in  mind. 

Though  they  enforce  themselves,  cannot  attaine: 

For  everie  thing,  to  which  one  is  inclin  d, 

Doth  best  become  and  greatest  grace  doth  gaine : 

Yet  praise  likewise  deserve  good  thewes  eniorst  with  paine. 

That  well  in  courteous  Calidore  appearcs ;  3 

Whose  everie  act  and  deed,  that  he  did  say. 

Was  like  enchantment,  that  through  both  the  ^es 

And  both  the  eares  did  stealc  the  hart  away. 

He  now  againe  is  on  his  former  way 

To  follow  nis  first  quest,  whenas  he  spyde 

A  tall  young  man,  from  thence  not  farre  a>WK5 

Fighting  on  foot,  as  well  he  him  deacryde, 

A^uDst  an  armed  knight  that  did  on  uoxa^Mis^Ti^^ 
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11  them  licaide  a  ladie  faire  he  snw 
Inding  nione  on  footo  in  foule  nrm.y ; 
Inhom  liimselfe  he  HaMily  did  draw 
ict  the  eause  of  so  uneoincly  fray, 
o  deiiart  them,  if  bo  be  he  may  t 
.  _TC  he  eiinie  in  plaee.  liiat  youth  had  kild 
jt  amied  knight,  that  low  on  ^ound  he  Ujr; 
Jiieh  when  lie  saw,  his  hnrt  was  inVv  child 
nh  great  amazement,  and  his  thought  with  wciedtrlti 

n  etedfastly  he  tnarkt,  and  baw  to  be« 
Joodly  youth  of  amiable  graee. 

I  but  a  slender  ?lip.  that  scarse  did  see 
sovenfeftie  icares.  but  tail  and  fniro  of  faco, 
:  sure  he  deem'd  him  borop  of  noble  rac# ; 

n  a  woodmaua  iaekct  he  was  elad 
JLincolnc  CTeene.  belayd  with  silver  laoe ; 

II  on  his  head  an  hood  with  aplets  aprad, 

rl  by  his  side  his  hunters  horuc  he  lianging  li«tl. 

Bliins  lip  wore  of  costliest  cord wayn p. 

i]nin  cold,  and  paled  part  per  port. 
l!ie  cui/p  wnit  for  eacn  frenlle  awayoe: 
iu'lit  hand  he  held  a  trembling  dart, 
he  before  had  ^ent  apart ; 
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QAt  shall  I  sooth/'  said  he,  "  to  von  declare.  9 

"■^hose  unrj-per  yeares  are  yet  nnnt 

thing  of  weight  or  worke  of  greater  care, 
I  spend  my  dayes  and  bend  my  carelesae  wit 
tanra^e  chace,  where  I  th  reon  may  hit 
all  this  forrest  and  wyld  woodie  rame ; 
here,  as  this  day  I  was  enraunging  it, 
^hannst  to  meete  this  knight  who  there  lyes  slaine, 
.Oogether  with  this  ladie,  passing  on  the  plaine. 

*  TThe  knight,  as  ye  did  see,  on  horsebackc  was,  10 

%jid  this  his  ladie,  that  him  ill  became, 
On  her  faire  feet  by  his  horse-side  did  pas 
^Through  thicke  and  thin,  unfit  for  any  dame: 
Tet  not  content,  more  to  increase  his  sliame, 
Whcnso  she  lagged,  as  shee  needs  mote  so. 
He  with  his  speare  (that  was  to  him  great  blame) 
Would  thumi)e  her  forward  and  inforce  to  goe. 
Weeping  to  him  in  vaine  and  making  piteous  woe. 

"  Which  when  I  saw,  as  they  me  passed  by,  11 

Much  was  I  moved  in  indignant  mind. 

And  gan  to  blame  him  for  such  cruelty 

Toww^s  a  ladie,  whom  with  usace  kind 

He  rather  should  have  taken  up  behind. 

TMicrewith  ho  wroth  and  full  of  proud  disdaine 

Tooke  in  foule  scome  that  I  such  fault  did  find, 

And  me  in  lieu  thereof  revil'd  againe, 

Threatning  to  chdstizc  me,  as  doth  t'  a  chyld  pertaine. 

•'  Which  I  no  lesse  disdayninpr,  backe  returned  12 

His  scomefuU  taunts  unto  his  teeth  againe. 

That  he  streightway  with  haughtie  choler  burned. 

And  with  his  speare  strooke  nie  one  stroke  or  twaine; 

Which  I,  enforst  to  bcare  though  to  my  paine, 

Cast  to  requite ;  and  with  a  slender  dart. 

Fellow  of  this  I  beare,  throwne  not  in  vaine, 

Strooke  him,  as  secmeth,  underneath  the  hart. 

That  through  the  wound  his  spirit  shortly  did  depart.** 

Much  did  Sir  Calidore  admyre  his  speach  13 

Tempred  so  well,  but  more  admyr'd  the  stroke 
That  through  the  mayles  had  made  so  strong  a  breach 
Into  his  hart,  and  had  so  stemely  wroke 
His  wrath  on  him  that  first  occasion  broke. 
Yet  rested  not,  but  further  gan  inquire 
Of  that  same  ladie,  whether  what  he  spoke 
Were  Boothly  bo,  and  that  th'  unrighteous  ire 
Ofherowne  knight  had  given  him  his  o^^vne  dxie^JM^* 


oca  THB   FISDIB   QirSBSB. 

Of  oil  ivhirh  whenM  slie  could  Qought  deny, 

But  cltard  that  ^triplmg  of  th'  imputed  blamej 

Sayd  thti.  Sirpnliiiore;  "NeitUer  will  I 

Him  charK?  njth  guilt,  but  rather  doe  qoitc  cluDt; 

For.  what  lie  Bpake,  for  you  lie  epake  it,  dune; 

And  nliat  he  did.  he  did  himselfc  to  aave: 

Against  both  wliieh  ihat  knight  wrought  ^ugktlew 

For  kuighta  and  all  mea  this  by  nature  hare. 

Towards  aU  womcnkind  them  kindly  to  beLftre. 

"  But,  aith  that  he  is  gone  irrevocable, 

Ploosc  it  you,  ladie,  to  U8  to  aread 

A\iiftt  couiic  could  raate  him  so  dishonourable 

To  drire  jou  bo  on  foot,  unfit  to  tread 

And  lackey  by  him,  gainst  all  woinnubi^atL" 

"  Ccrtos,  sir  knight,'  sayd  she,  "  full  loti  I  veen 

To  rayse  a  lyring  blame  against  the  dead ; 

But.  flinco  it  mo  roneemes  myaelfe  to  olere, 

I  will  the  truth  discover  as  it  ehannet  whylcre. 

"  This  day,  as  he  and  I  tocether  roade 

Xn  our  way  to  which  we  wcron  bent, 
cliaunst  to  come  foreby  a  covert  glade 
"Within  a  irood,  whereas  a  ladie  pent 
Snio  with  a  knicht  in  ioyons  iulliment 
Of  tlii'ir  fronke  loves,  free  from  all  gealoi 
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since  he  iros  not  preeently  in  plight 
o  defL'nd,  or  hia  to  iustifie, 
m  requested,  m  he  was  a  knight, 
id  him  dar  his  better  right  to  trie, 
ly  till  he  his  armes,  which  were  thereby, 
t  lightly  feteh:  but  he  was  fierce  and  whot 
me  would  give,  nor  an^  tennes  aby, 
t  him  llcw,  nnd  with  his  Bpeora  him  smot; 
which  t«  thinke  to  save  hunaelfe  it  boot«d  not. 

ine  while  his  Indie,  which  this  outrage  Raw, 


;losoly  hid  hcrselfe  within  the  grovB. 
night  hers  soone,  m  seemes.  to  daungcr  drore 
left  sore  wounded :  hut,  when  her  ho  mist, 
oxe  halfe  mad'  and  in  that  rage  itan  rove 
range  through  all  the  wood,  whereso  he  wist 
dddea  was,  and  sought  her  so  long  ae  him  list. 

-,  whenas  her  he  by  no  meanes  could  find,  2L 

long  search  and  chauffhe  turned  backs 

the  place  where  me  he  left  behind : 

;  gan  he  me  lo  curse  and  ban,  for  lacke 

at  fairc  bootie,  and  with  bitter  wrncke 

renke  on  me  the  guilt  of  his  owne  wrong: 

I  which  I  yet  glad  to  beare  the  packe 

-e  to  apiieose  him,  and  pcrswaded  long ; 

till  his  passion  grew  more  violent  ana  strong. 

■n.  as  it  were  t'avenge  his  wrath  on  mee,  23 

n  forward  we  should  fare,  he  flat  refused 

,ke  me  up  (as  this  young  man  did  see) 

I  his  steed,  for  no  lust  cause  accused, 

orst  to  trot  on  foot,  and  foulo  misused, 

icliing  me  with  the  butt-end  of  his  spearc, 

line  complayning  to  bo  so  abused; 

le  regarded  neither  playnt  nor  teare, 

nore  enforst  my  paine,  the  more  my  plaints  to  heare. 

?BS9cd  we,  till  this  young  miin  us  met;  23 

eing  moov'd  with  pittie  of  my  plight 
e  as  was  raeete,  for  ease  of  my  regret: 
reof  befell  what  now  is  in  your  sight." 
w  sure,"  then  said  Sir  Calidore,  "  and  rig^t 
lemei  Uiat  him  befell  by  his  owne  fault: 
>eTcr  thinkes  through  confldetioe  of  mi^t, 
broufrh  support  of  p™>iit'""*«  ■•—'mA.  ki4  nwit, 
rongtbawMkm"  fnnMSMKaU.- 


,  ,„ ^ 'ke  unto  that  gentle  boy, 

liicli  liad  Eimsulfu  so  stoutly  well  acquit; 
■ing  his  liiee  so  lovely  ateme  aad  coy, 
li  henrinp  Ih'  answeres  ot  his  pr^nant  wit, 
r  pra.vid  it  much,  nnd  :duc1i  adm.vrcd  it; 

'c  he  weend  him  born  of  noble  blood, 
■s  did  so  goodly  fit; 


taire  gentle  swayne,  and  yet  as  stout 
nt  in  these  nooofl  amongst  the  nj 
hiclt  daily  may  to  thj  swpDte  lool 


these  nooda  amongst  the  nrmpha  dost  m 
'ly  swpEte  lookes  1 

won  I  us  to  LatriDB 


reparre. 


T  EiB  chace  on  woodie  Cynthus  doime; 

II  may  1  perte?  such  an  one  thee  read, 

I  by  thy  wtirtb  thou  worthily  haat  wonne, 

rely  home  of  some  heroicko  scad, 

in  uiy  face  appeares  and  gratious  goodly-head. 

but,  should  it  not  displease  the«  it  to  t«ll, 
'      ,e  tlion  in  three  woods  thyselfe  concesJe 

e  ainorcst  tht'  woodie  gotls  to  dwell.) 

Irould  thysehe  reqnire  thee  to  rereale; 
^r  denre  airtetion  and  unfayned  zeale 
■hirli  to  thy  noble  ^rreODQCe  I  bea 
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'r\\o  \\i'li>',v  ([lucm-  my  mother,  wliicli  llirii  Lif^iit,  '20 

^'aire  Em i line,  conceiving  ttieii  (j:reat  feare 
Of  my  fraile  safetie,  resting  in  the  might 
^  ^Df  him  that  did  the  kingly  scepter  beare, 
"J^VThoee  gcalous  dread  induring  not  a  peare 
wont  to  cut  off  all  that  doubt  may  preed; 
__LOUght  best  away  me  to  remove  somewhere 
'nto  some  forrein  land,  whereas  no  need 
>f  dreaded  daunger  might  his  doubtfull  humor  feed. 


So,  taking  oounsell  of  a  wise  man  red,  *M) 

was  by  him  advized  to  send  me  quight 
Out  of  the  countrie  wherein  I  was  bred, 
TThe  which  the  fertile  Lionesse  is  hig[ht, 
Into  the  land  of  Faerie,  where  no  wight 
Should  weet  of  me,  nor  worke  me  any  wrong: 
To  whose  wise  read  she  hearkning  sent  me  streight 
Tnto  this  land,  where  I  have  wond  thus  long 
Since  I  was  ten  yeares  old,  now  grown  to  stature  strong. 

**  All  which  my  daies  I  have  not  lewdly  spent,  31 

Nor  spilt  the  olossome  of  my  tender  yeares 

In  ydlenesse;  but,  as  was  convenient. 

Have  trayned  bene  with  many  noble  feres 

In  gentle  thewes  and  such  like  seemly  leres: 

Mon^t  which  my  most  delight  hath  alwaies  been 

To  hunt  the  salvage  chace,  amongst  my  peres, 

Of  all  that  raungeth  in  the  forrest  greene, 

Of  which  none  is  to  me  unknowno  that  e*er  was  scene. 

**  Nc  is  there  haukc  which  mantlcth  her  on  pearch,  32 

Whether  high  towrinc  or  accoasting  low. 

But  I  the  measure  of  lier  flight  doe  search, 

And  all  her  i>ray  and  all  her  diet  know: 

Such  be  our  ioyes  which  in  these  forrests  grow: 

Onely  the  use  of  armes,  which  most  I  ioy. 

And  fitteth  most  for  noble  swayne  to  know, 

I  have  not  tasted  yet ;  yet  past  a  boy, 

And  being  now  high  time  these  strong  ioynts  to  imploy. 

*•  Therefore,  good  sir,  sith  now  occasion  fit  33 

Doth  fall,  whose  like  hereafter  seldome  may. 

Let  me  this  crave,  unworthy  though  of  it. 

That  ye  will  make  me  scpiire  without  delay, 

That  from  henceforth  in  batteilous  array 

I  may  beare  armes,  and  leame  to  use  them  right; 

The  rather,  since  that  fortune  hath  this  day 

Given  to  me  the  spoil e  of  this  dead  kni^t. 

These  goodly  gilden  armes  which  1  have  ^onm  ^9^^ 
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AU  wUch  nhen  vreM  Sir  Calidorp  Lad  hmird. 
Him  macli  nioiv  notr,  tlient-anl,  he  gan  admire 
For  the  nire  hope  which  in  his  yeares  Bppesr*d, 
And  thus  I'tplidL' ;  "  Faire  chyle!,  tJ)e  high  dAeire 
To  love  of  arnies,  which  in  Toudoth  agpii«>, 
I  may  not  certes  without  blame  denic  i 
Bot  rather  wish  that  some  more  noble  Iiiw 

S Though  tioDc  more  noble  then  is  chcTKlriel 
.  had,  you  lo  n-'ward  with  greater  diguitie-. 

^ere  him  he  rnnBd  to  tneele.  and  made  to  aweot  9 

Faith  to  hi<  knight,  oud  truth  to  ladies  all. 

And  nerer  lo  be  rerreant  for  feare 

Ofperill.  orofoupbt  that  micht  befall: 

So  he  hini  .lubhed,  and  his  sqtiire  did  «iU. 

Foil  glad  and  ioyous  then  coung  TriBtram  grew ; 

like  as  a  (lowre.  whose  nilten  leaves  small 

Long  shot  up  io  the  bud  from  hea»ens  rew. 

At  length  breaks  forth,  and  brode  displajes  his  BmjKagbm 

Una  wheu  the;  long  had  treated  to  and  fro,  M 

And  Calidore  betooke  him  to  depart,  \ 

■  Chyld  Tristmin  proytl  that  he  wilU  him  might  goe 
Od  his  advfHture,  vowing  not  to  start, 
But  wavt  on  bim  in  even-  plaee  and  part: 
Whereat  Sir  Calidore  did  much  delight, 
And  greatly  ioy'd  at  his  so  noble  hart, 

r     .  ,      •  ., J       ->-ie  ^ 

n  bchtght ; 

"Glad  would  I  surely  be,  thou  conrteona  squire. 
To  have  tby  presence  in  my  present  qiieat. 
That  mote  (by  kindled  eourasre  set  on  fire, 
And  flame  forlU  honour  in  thy  noble  brest: 
But  I  am  liound  by  vow,  which  I  profest 
To  my  dread  aovcraine,  when  I  it  assayd, 
[    Thatinatrhicvement  of  her  high  behest 
I  should  DO  rreature  iojTie  nnto  mine  ayde; 
Forthy  I  iiiay  aot  grannt  that  ye  so  grwitly  pr^-de. 

"But  sinet'  tliie  Indie  is  all  desolate. 
And  Deedt'lli  eafegard  now  upon  her  way. 
Ye  may  doe  «  ell  m  this  her  needfuU  state 
To  succour  her  from  dsunger  of  dismay. 
That  thanlfull  guerdon  may  to  you  repay." 
The  noble  iinpe,  of  such  new  service  fayne. 
It  gladly  (ii4  iwee?\.,  as  te  did  say : 

'  nd  Caiiilote  Jcrr^iv  ^BBs*4«>  tot  ^EiTO«i -^w:,,^ 
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itram,  then  despoylinp^  that  dead  knight  39 

ose  goodly  implements  of  prayse,  ^ 

I  bis  greepie  eyes  with  the  fayre  sight 

right  mettall  shvning  like  sunne  rayes, 

g  and  turning  them  a  thousand  wayes ; 

or  having  them  upon  him  dight, 

c  that  ladie,  and  her  up  did  rayse 

e  steed  of  her  owne  late  dead  Icnight :  ^ 

her  marched  forth,  as  she  did  him  behight. 

» their  fortune  leave  we  them  awhile,  40 

ne  we  backe  to  good  Sir  Cahdore ; 
e  he  thence  had  traveild  many  a  mile, 

the  place  whereas  ye  heard  afore 
ght,  whom  Tristram  slew,  had  wounded  sore      / 

knight  in  his  despiteous  pryde;  / 

e  that  knight  found  bring  on  the  flore 
any  wounds  full  perilous  and  wyde, 

his  garments  and  the  grasse  in  yermeill  dyde: 

re  beside  him  sate  upon  the  ^und  41 

all  ladie,  piteously  complaynmg 

ud  laments  that  most  unluckie  stound,  ^ 

'  sad  selfe  with  carefull  hand  constrayning 

3  his  wounds,  and  ease  their  bitter  payning. 

3orie  sight  when  Calidore  did  vew, 

?avio  eyne  from  teares  uneath  refrayning, 

htie  hart  their  moumefull  case  can  rew, 

their  better  comfort  to  them  nigher  drew. 

leaking  to  the  ladie,  thus  he  said ;  42 

lefull  dame,  let  not  your  griofe  empeach 

(f-hat  cruell  hand  hath  thus  arayd 

iglit  unarm 'd  with  so  unknightly  breach 

?s,  that,  if  I  yet  hira  nigh  may  reach 

venge  him  of  so  foule  despignt." 

ic,  hearing  his  so  courteous  speach, 

ire  her  eyes  as  to  the  chearefull  hght, 

m  her  sory  hart  few  heavie  words  forth  sigh't, 

h  she  shew'd,  how  that  discourteous  knight         43 

Tristram  slew,  them  in  that  shadow  found 

together  in  unblam'd  delight ; 

n  unami'd,  as  now  be  lay  on  ground, 

I  with  his  speare,  and  mortally  did  wound, 

iten  cause,  out  onely  her  to  reave 

im,  to  whom  she  was  for  ever  bound : 

ten  she  fled  into  that  covert  greave, 

notdnding,  both  them  thus  mgb.  desA  ^dL\e»i^ 

X  X 


When  Calidore  this  mefull  fborie  bad 

Well  understood,  he  gan  of  hor  deiONid. 

WliAt  manner  wigbt  Ee  n-as.  and  how  ;clad. 

Which  had  this  outrage  wrought  wilb  wieked  haA 

She  then,  like  as  she  beet  could  uiulerBtAnd, 

Him  tliu^  dcsi-iib'd,  to  be  of  stature  la^sr. 

Clad  nil  in  cildeii  omwa,  with  aiure  band 

Quartrt-d  uthwart.  and  bearing  in  his  Iarg« 

A  ladic  on  rough  waves  row 'd  = -' 


That    ■ 


Then  _       . „     ______ 

<i^up9  which  shr  dtfSL'ribed  had, 
11  as  he  iihum  Trislrom  curst  did  sUr, 
And  1.         I'  F)ttd:  "  Dame,  ho  no  longer  s&il; 
Forh.  ,  diiii  hath  jour  kiiight  BO  ill  bt-stad. 
Is  noM'  hinj.ielfe  in  much  mote  wretched  {Jight; 
These  eyes  him  saw  npon  the  cold  earth  apfMl,  X 

He  nieede  of  hie  desert  for  that  dtvpight,  ' 

WhicJitoTouraelfehe  wrought  and  to  )-oarloT«dbt^ 

"TLerefure,  faire  ladie,  bjr  aside  iLJa  gritfe,  I 

Which  ye  have  gathered  to  your  gentle  hart 
For  (hat  disiileaaure ;  and  ihiiiko  what  reliefd 
Were  best  devise  for  this  your  lovers  smart : 
And  how  ye  uiay  bim  hence,  and  to  what  part, 
ConvBv  to  be  rccur'd."     She  thankt  bim  dt»re, 
Bolh  tor  that  newes  he  did  to  her  impart, 
And  for  the  courteons  care  which  he  did  bcftre 
Soth  to  her  love  and  Ui  hereelfe  in  that  sad  dreare. 

Yet  could  she  not  devise  by  any  wit, 

How  tlicuce  she  nii^ht  couvay  him  lo  some  place; 

For  hiiiL  to  Irouhle  she  it  thou<;ht  iintit. 

That  was  u  siraunger  to  her  wretched  ease ; 

And  him  to  bcare,  she  thought  it  thing  too  base 

Which  whenas  he  perceiv'd  liu  thus  beepalce ; 

"  Faire  lady,  let  it  not  you  seeme  disgrace 

To  bcare  this  burden  on  your  dsinly  backe  -, 

Mysclfc  will  beare  a  part,  coportiou  of  your  packa.* 

So  off  he  did  his  shield,  and  downeward  lajd 

Upon  the  ground,  like  to  an  hollow  bt'are; 

And  pownng  balme.  which  he  had  long  purvayd. 

Into  his  wounds,  him  up  thereon  di^  reare, 

And  tnixt  them  both  with  parted  paines  did  be«re, 

Twiit  life  and  death,  not  knowing  what  was  donue: 

Hieace  they  bim  carcwd  to  a  auile  neare. 

Id  whicb.  a  worUw  a,in«;wTA\.m^\.«iA.-*<sKcifc- 


xas  fixbh  omnn. 
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^UB  is,  that  whilome  that  good  i>oet  layd, 

The  gectlo  minde  bj  gentle  deeds  is  knoirno : 

For  a  man  by  nothinft  is  so  well  bewrayd 

As  bj  his  manners :  in  which  plslne  is  ahowno 

Of  wliat  decree  and  what  race  ho  is  growne: 

For  Bcldome  teeae  a  trottmg  stalion  get 

An  ambling  colt,  that  ia  his  proper  ovrae : 

So  seldomc  scene  that  one  in  baseoeue  set 

Doth  noble  courage  shew  with  curtoous  monnen  mcL 

But  evermore  coiitrirv  hath  bene  trj-de. 
That  ecntio  hloud  will  sentle  maancra  breed  j 
As  well  may  be  ia  Caliitore  descry de, 
B;  late  ensamplo  of  that  courteous  deed 
Done  to  that  wounded  knight  in  hia  i^eat  need, 
.  Whom  on  his  backe  he  bore,  till  he  hun  brought 
Unto  the  eostle  where  they  had  decreed : 
There  of  the  knight,  the  which  that  castle  oufcht. 
To  make  abode  Utat  night  be  greatly  was  besought. 


That  in  his  youth  had  bocae  of  mickle  might, 
And  borne  great  sway  in  armes  among  his  peares ! 
But  now  weakc  ago  had  dimd  his  candlelight : 
Yet  was  he  courtwus  still  to  every  wight. 
And  loTcd  all  that  did  to  armes  inchne ; 
And  was  (he  father  of  tliat  wounded  knight. 
Whom  Cnlidore  thus  carried  on  his  chine; 
And  Aldus  was  hid  name ;  and  his  Bonnes,  Aladino. 

■Who  when  he  saw  his  sonno  bo  ill  bedight 
With  bleeding  wounds,  brought  homo  npon  a  bcare 
IJv  a  fairc  lady  and  a  straunger  knight, 
\Va9  inly  touched  willi  comiiassion  doare. 
And  deare  affection  of  so  Jolefull  dreare. 
That  he  these  words  burst  forth;  "Ah!  Boryboy! 
le  this  the  hope  that  to  my  hoary  heare 
Thou  briugs?  aie  me!  is  this  the  tiioelj  ioj. 
Which  I  expected  long,  now  tumd  to  w&  uuw:>lf 
z  X  2 
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"  Such  a  tlie  weakeu^Kse  of  all  inoruJ]  Lope, 
Bo  tickle  is  the  stale  of  tfsnbl)'  Uiingi ; 
TiiM,  ere  ihcy  come  unto  their  aj^ued  scope. 
ThcT  fall  too  short  of  ourfraile  m-koiDia)^ 
And  briDg  ub  bale  and  bitter  sorruviiigs. 
Instead  of  comfort  which  kc  should  embnoe: 
This  \e  iiie  stale  of  kessan  and  of  kings ! 
Xet  uone  Ihen-fore.  that  is  in  meaiMr  plaice. 
Too  greatly  griete  at  snv  Us  unlucky  c«*e ;" 

So  w«U  Bud  wisely  did  that  old  kni|cfat 

TcDil<cr  his  ^ricfe.  and  tun  io  eb«w«. 

To  cheare  hia  ^csts  whom  uip  u  id  etaj-j  tint  m^t, 

And  make  their  welcome  to  '!>»»■ .  well  appeaiv; 

'That  to  Sir  Calidore  waa  em  are; 

But  that  faire  ladj  would  b  ird  for  nongfat. 

But  siuh'd  and  sorrow 'd  for^.,.  .orer  dcare. 

And  inlj  did  afflict  her  penwTe  thouefat 

'With  thinking  to  what  case  her  name  should  now  be  bf)^ 

For  stie  was  daughler  to  a  noble  lord  I 

AV'liicli  dwi'lt  thereby,  who  sought  her  to  mSj 

To  a  great  ptTt" ;  b  Jt  she  did  disaccord, 

Ke  eou  d  her  liking  to  hia  love  apply. 

But  loT'd  tliia  fresh  voune  knight  who  dwelt  her  vj. 

The  lusty  Aladine.  tlioucb  meaner  bomo 

And  of  less  ■  lirelood  ana  hab  lit  j. 

Yet  full  of  valour  the  which  did  adonie 

His  meane-Be  much,  and  make  her  th'  others  ridx*  tawM 

So,  having  both  found  fit  occmion,  I 

Thpy  met  together  in  that  luckclesse  glade  j 

TMiere  that  proud  koieht  in  his  prcsumptioii 

The  gentle  Aladine  did  earat  invade, 

BeiuK  unarm 'd  aiid  Kt-t  in  g  cret  shade. 

'Uliereof  abc  now  bethinking,  gsn  t'  advize 

How  great  a  hazard  ^he  at  earst  had  made 

or  her  good  fame ;  and  further  gan  deviz  ■ 

How  she  the  blame  might  aatve  with  coloured  dugnue. 

Bui  Calidore  with  all  good  courteeie 

Pain'd  her  to  frolicke,  and  to  put  away 

The  pen-ive  fit  of  her  melancliolie ; 

And  that  old  knight  by  all  meanca  did  aaai^ 

To  make  thtm  both  as  merrv  as  he  may. 

Si.'  they  the  evening  pa-l  tOl  time  of  rest; 

When  Calidore  in  seemly  good  array 

Unto  bis  bowre  waaWmipA,  «iiA\3bst«  ondreat 

Did  eleepe  all  lOft^A  v\ttOM^^c»rs  ^iv»^<A>a«»5Mrtt. 
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Kcilla  (m  that  lady  hieht)  1 

bed.  nor  take  no  kindely  sleepe, 
oiinded  lovo  did  watch  all  niglit, 
iii;lit  for  bitt«r  anKUiBh  weepe, 
■  toar  H  his  wonnds  did  naah  and  iteepe, 
.  asht  tliera,  and  BO  weil  iho  watcht  him, 
cndly  gwound,  in  which  fall  deepe 
\raa,  she  at  the  Iciii^th  diapatcht  him, 
ray  the  stonnd  which  mortally  attacht  him. 

ncTt,  when  div  gan  to  uplooke,  1 

iiplookc  with  drery  eye. 

t  out  of  deadly  dreaine  ^irookei 

ln>  saw  hia  fairs  Priscilla  by, 
liijb'd,  HDd  ([roaned  inwardly, 

this  ill  Btat«  in  which  she  stoodi 
!  for  his  Bake  had  wectini(ly 
t  heraelfe.  and  blara'd  her  noble  blood: 
:t  afier  life,  he  tendered  her  good. 

erceiriiiK  did  with  plenteous  tearea  1 

■0  then  her  owne  compassionate, 
'  her  owne  to  minde  his  I'earea : 

piring  pan  to  intimale 
jrnefe  with  zcale  oiFectionate, 
Lcm  twiiino  with  rquall  <'aro  io  cost 

whole  her  hazarded  estale  i 

ic  onely  helpo  now  left  them  last 

;  Calidore :  all  at  ler  helpes  were  part, 

rl  dooms,  as  Eure  to  them  he  seemed,  1 

knight  and  full  of  faithful!  tnut; 

jiini  their  cause  they  best  esteemed 
mm  it.  and  to  his  deal  ins  iuat. 
xme  as  Tit  ins  beamcs  forth  bruat 

thicke  clouds,  in  which  they  steeped  lay 
d  ir-inease.  duld  with  yron  mat. 
ne  up  aa  fresh  as  day 
him  iiddresBO  unto  his  former  way. 

I  seemed  lit  that  wounded  knight 
vr  this  nights  perillous  passe ; 
cliimifho  weroiiiplieiit, 
t  lady  his  faire  lovely  laaBe. 
n  found  much  better  then  ha  was, 
Bpench  to  him  of  things  of  course, 
of  his  [laine  to  over-passe  i 
ch  he  namely  did  to  him  diacoanc 
lies  miabap,  his  sorrovea  'wuikei  M'osw 
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Of  wliich  occnsion  Aldine  taking  hold 

Uaii  broake  lo  him  the  fortunes  of  hid  lore, 

And  all  \m  disadveutares  to  unfold  ; 

Tlial  Calidore  it  nearly  dcope  did  move 

111  111'  i-nd,  hia  kyndl.v  courtuiio  to  prove ; 

III'  him  by  all  the  bands  of  love  bpsoaght. 

And  B8  it  mote  a  falthfull  friund  behove. 

Tu  eaib'Oonduct  his  love,  and  not  for  ousbt 

To  leave,  till  to  her  fathers  house  he  bad  her  biongi 

Sir  Calidore  his  faith  thereto  did  pligbt 
It  lo  pprforme :  bo  after  little  stay. 
That  she  herBclfe  had  to  the  ioumey  ditfht. 
Ho  passed  forib  with  hor  in  faire  array, 


So.  as  they  past  together 

He  f  au  deviie  this  counter-east  of  slight, 

"'  "  '  e  colour  to  that  ladies  caoae  in  ai^l, 

Streight  to  the  earkasse  of  that  knight  he  weDt, 

?'!ic  cause  of  all  tliia  evill,  who  was  slaino 
he  dav  before  by  inat  avengemeiit 
"  "  loble  Tristram.)  where  it  did  remaine ; 
re  h  '  the  uccke  thereof  did  ci 


ras  puTsnins  of  hi*  qaeat, 

At  to  come  trherewi  a  ioll.T  kniglit 

fllindp  liimgcire  did  safely  rest, 

nitli  his  lady  in  delight : 

if  nrniM  he  Bad  from  him  undifffat : 

iiiiisrlfe  he  thonirht  from  dawnder  free, 

'01I1  rnvious  cve»  that  mote  bim  spigbt: 

lie  lady  waa  full  bire  to  see, 

icnuB  withall,  becommiiig  her  degree. 

Sir  Cnlidore  approaching  n^ye, 
wero  well  an-are  of  living  wifiht, 
eh  nWht.  but  more  liimaelfe  tbereby, 

1  niilcly  did  uppon  them  light, 
ilod  liad  their  quiet  lovos  delight ; 
it  wag  his  fortune,  not  hia  fault, 
thereof  he  labnur'd  to  acquite, 
:-n  cniv'd  for  hia  ao  rash  default, 
ainst  coarteaie  so  fowly  did  dcfsnlt. 

ch  bid  Kcntle  words  and  (roodly  wit 
allnrd  tbat  knigbta  eoneeiv'd  diRplea«iire, 
eaiiuclit  bim  downe  by  him  to  ait. 

mote  treat  of  thioits  ahrode  at  Imisutu 
Irenlures,  which  had  iu  hia  measure 
[  BBieg  to  bill!  befallen  late. 
he  snte,  and  with  deliglitfuU  pleasure 
ulrentures  gan  to  him  relate 

endured  bad  through  daungerous  debate. 


.. ,   inesae  of  tbe  gentle  wether 
unre  of  tbe  place,  the  which  was  dight 
TH  Unwrea  distinct  with  rare  delight, 
about  tbe  fielda,  as  Ukinij  led 
ring  luat  atler  her  wandnng  sight, 
I  garland  to  adorne  Iht  hed, 
luspeet  of  ill  or  daungers  bidden  dred. 

ely  ont  of  the  forreat  nere 

nt  beaut  forth  rusbin)^  unaware 

T  IhiiH  loosely  wandnng  here  and  there, 

i  wide  creat  mouth  away  her  bare 

>ud  to  shew  lirr  sad  misfare 

Lniglits,  and  eallins  oft  for  ayde; 

1  the  horrour  of  her  haplewe  <are 

arting  up.  like  mea  disma^fde, 

fait  to  reakue  the  diatmsed  msy&B. 
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The  beast,  with  their  punuit  incil<^ 
Into  the  wood  wm  bearing  her  apMV 
Tor  to  liaTe  Bpoyled  her :  vhen  CWiilafv. 
■Whowttsinorelight  of  foote  and  swift  in  rlun 
Sim  overtook?  in  middett  of  his  iweo  t 
And.  fiercely  char^ni;  him  with  ail  liia  a^bl. 
Tor»t  to  forffoe  bis  pray  there  in  the  pUcn, 
And  to  betake  himseife  to  fefti«ruli  OuHil ; 
For  he  durat  not  abide  with  Ciilido«>e  to  GghL 

TTho  natheleBie,  when  he  1  dr  saw 

There  left  on  ground.  iiu>'  full  niQ  nligb. 

Yet  knon-ing  that  her  kni,  w  n«u<e  dij  dm 


^1 


Staide  not  to  buccout  her 1  offn^t. 

But  follow'd  fn.it  the  inonit«i        his  fligfai . 
Throngh  woods  and  hihi  be  i       ir'd  bim  so  ImL 
That  he  nould  let  him  breatL  ...  r  eatber  spi^k^ 
But  foTst  him  ^pe  and  gaspe,  •  ith  dread  a^M^ 
As  if  his  luD^  Diid  lites  were  ni^ib  tiniiiili  iTiimI 

And  now  by  this  Sir  (Mepine.  so  higfat. 
Came  to  the  place  wh^etffiiiia  lady  foond 

In  dolorous  dismay  and  deadly  plicht. 
All  in  (tore  bloud  there  lurabled  on  the  ground, 
Havinc  both  eidea  throusb  grrpt  with  griesly  wound: 
His  weapons  aoone  from  hira  he  threw  awav. 
And  stouping  downs  to  her  in  drcry  ewouod 
TIprear'd  her  from  ihe  crouod  whereon  she  lay 
And  in  bis  tender  armes  her  forced  up  to  stay. 

So  well  be  did  bia  busie  paines  a  iply, 

That  the  faint  sprJLcht  he  did  revoke  agaias 

To  her  fraUe  mansion  of  mortality : 

Then  up  be  tooke  her  tnixt  his  armen  twaine. 

And  seltinc  on  bia  steede  her  did  suslaine 

With  carcfull  handa.  soft  footing  her  iH-nide  ( 

Till  to  some  plaeeof  rest  they  mote  Btlaine, 

Where  she  in  safe  assuraunce  mote  abide. 

Till  sho  recurcd  were  of  those  her  wouud^s  wide. 

Now  whenas  Phtebus  with  hia  fiery  waioe 

Unto  bis  inne  be(!an  lo  draw  apaee  ; 

Tbo.  weiinp  weary  of  that  tojlesonie  paioe. 

In  travelling  on  foote  so  long  a  apace. 

Not  wont  on  f.'ote  with  heavy  armes  to  trace  j 

Downe  in  a  dale  forby  a  rivers  ayde 

He  chauDSt  to  epie  a  faire  and  stately  place. 

To  wbicb  he  meant  liii  weaiy  ilepe  to  guyde. 

In  hope  tbete  for  bis  love  some  succour  to  piOTjda> 
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.t,  oomming^  to  the  rivers  side,  he  found  90 

At  hardly  passable  on  foote  it  was ; 

^refore  there  still  he  stood  as  in  a  stound, 

5  wist  which  way  he  throuffh  the  foord  mote  pas : 

kus  whilest  he  was  in  this  distressed  case, 

STising  what  to  doe,  he  nigh  espyde 

a  armed  knight  approaching  to  the  place 

^th  a  faire  lady  lincked  by  his  syde, 

lie  which  themselves  prepard  thorough  the  foord  to  ride. 

liom  Calepine  saluting,  as  became.  31 

Beought  of  courtesie,  in  that  his  neede, 

or  safe  conducting  of  his  sickely  dame 

tirough  that  same  perillous  foord  with  better  heede, 

y  t  ike  him  up  behmde  u];>on  his  steed : 

>  whom  that  other  did  this  taunt  retume ; 
jPerdy,  thou  peasant  knight  mightst  rightly  reed 
[e  then  to  be  full  base  and  evill  borne, 

'  I  would  beare  behinde  a  burden  of  such  scome. 

But,  as  thou  hast  thy  steed  forlome  with  shame,   .       32 

>  fare  on  foote  till  thou  another  ga^-ne, 
nd  let  thy  lady  likewise  doe  the  same, 

r  beare  her  on  thy  backe  with  pleasing  payne, 
nd  prove  thy  manhood  on  the  billowes  vayne." 
rith  which  rude  speach  his  lady  much  displeased 
id  him  reprove,  yet  could  him  not  restrayne, 
nd  would  on  her  owne  palfrey  him  have  eased 
or  pitty  of  his  dame  whom  she  saw  so  diseased. 

T  Calepine  her  thanckt ;  yet,  inly  wroth        j  33 

gainst  ner  knight,  her  gentlenesse  refused, 

nd  careleslv  into  the  river  go'th, 

B  in  despiglit  to  be  so  fowle  abused 

f  a  rude  churle,  whom  often  he  accused 

f  fowle  diseourtesie,  unfit  for  knight ; 

nd,  strongly  wading  through  the  waves  unused, 

nth  speare  in  th'  one  hand  stayd  himselfe  upHsrht, 

/"ith  th'  other  staide  his  lady  up  with  steddy  might. 

nd  all  the  while  that  same  discourteous  knight  34 

tood  on  the  further  bancke  beholding  him ; 

t  whose  calamity,  for  more  despight, 

'e  laught.  and  mockt  to  sec  him  like  to  swim. 

ut  whenas  Calepine  came  to  the  brim, 

nd  saw  his  carriage  past  that  perill  well, 

ooking  at  that  same  carle  with  count'oance  grim, 

[is  heart  with  venpjeaunce  inwardly  did  swell, 

nd  forth  at  last  did  breake  in  Bpeaches  sharp  and  fell : 
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"nnVnifchtly  knitrlit.  tLe  blemish  wf  that  b__ 
And  blol  pf  all  that  anaea  uppon  ifac^m  take. 
^Wliirh  is  the  bodge  of  honour  and  of  fame. 
Xoe !  I  dcSe  (her ;  and  here  cltBlleDff^  tnak^. 
That  thou  for  erM  doe  those  amm  Ujr^ke, 
And  be  for  ever  held  a  recreant  knii^t, 
tJnlesoe  thou  ciare.  for  thy  deare  ladW  ftk« 
And  for  thine  owne  defence,  on  foot?  aX'ieht 
to  iostifie  thy  fault  gainst  me  in  pqoall  fight  ~ 

tDie  dastard,  that  d  isetfe  defyAe, 

SeeiTi'd  not  to  weig'  iill  trords  at  all,         ^ 

Sat  iBueht  them  oti-..  •_  reater  pryde  ^ 

Sid  s<\)rne  the  ehallenpti  V.         lase  a  Uinll;  ] 

Or  had  no  coiarago,  or  elw '     i  tio  call.  % 

So  muph  the  more  was  Ca        i  ■  onended,  " 

That  him  to  no  reTmee  he       tu  could  call. 
Bat  both  his  choUenee  anri  uunselfe  eaatemtteA, 
We  eared  aa  a  coward  so  to  be  condemned. 

Bnt  be,  noBpht  ireipbint;  Trhnf  he  aayd  or  did, 

Turned  his  eteede  aboiil  anolhcr  waj. 

And  with  his  lady  to  the  nmtle  rid. 

Where  was  his  won  ;  ne  did  the  other  stay. 

But  after  went  directly  an  he  may, 

For  his  sieke  charge  some  harbour  there  to  aeeke; 

AMiere  ho  arriTJnfr  with  the  fall  of  day 

Drew  to  the  gate,  and  there  with  prayers  ineclie 

And  myld  entreaty  lodging  did  for  hot  beseeke- 

But  the  rude  porter  that  no  manners  had 

Did  shut  the  (rate  aeainflt  him  in  his  face 
And  entraunce  boldly  unto  him  forbad : 
Kath'lesse  the  knight,  now  in  so  needy  case, 
Gan  him  entreat  even  with  giibmission  base. 
And  humbly  praid  to  let  them  in  that  night: 
Who  to  him  aunswer'd,  that  there  was  no  place 
Of  jodfring  fit  for  any  errant  knicht, 
Unlesse  that  with  hiB  lord  he  formerly  did  fight. 

"  Full  loth  am  I,"  quoth  he,  "  as  now  at  earst 

When  day  is  spent,  and  reet  us  needeth  moat. 

And  that  this  lady,  both  whoso  sides  are  peatat 

With  wounds,  is  ready  to  forjro  the  ghost ; 

Ifc  would  I  gladly  combate  with  mine  host. 

That  should  to  me  such  ctirtesie  aflbrd, 

Unlesae  that  I  were  thereunto  cnforst : 

But  yet  aread  to  me,  how  higlit  thy  lord, 

That  dotb  thus  strongly  ward  the  caatle  of  the  fbid.' 
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ame,"  quoth  he,  "  if  that  thou  list  to  learne,         40 
t  Sir  Xgrgine,  one  of  miokle  mi^ht  T 

mh5o^  m^  but  terrible  and  steame       / 
Bsaies  to  every  errant  knight,  I 

J  of  one  that  wrouffht  him  fowle  despight.' 
)me8,"  sayd  he,  "if  he  so  Taliaunt  be, 
»  should  be  so  steme  to  stranger  wight  *. 
dome  yet  did  Uving  creature  see 
irtesie  and  manhood  ever  disagree.  / 

0  thy  waies  to  him,  and  fro  me  say  41 
;re  is  at  his  gate  an  errant  knight, 

)U8e-rome  craves ;  yet  would  be  loth  t*  assay 

x>fe  of  battell  now  m  doubtfull  night, 

esio  witli  rudenesse  to  requite : 

he  necdes  will  fight,  crave  leave  till  mome, 

11  withall  the  lamentable  plight 

;h  this  lady  languisheth  forlorne, 

tty  craves,  as  he  of  woman  was  ybome." 

3orae  went  streightway  in,  and  to  his  lord  42 

d  the  message  which  that  knight  did  move ; 
ittiDf^  with  his  lady  then  at  bord, 
ely  did  not  his  demaund  approve, 
til  liimselfe  rcvil'd  and  eke  his  love; 
18  lady,  that  ^jandina  hight, 

*  ungentle  usage'ctlTlTreprove, 
mestly  entreated  that  they  might 

'avour  to  be  lodged  there  for  that  same  night. 

>uld  he  not  perswaded  be  for  ought,  43 

n  his  currisn  will  awhit  reclama 
answer  when  the  groom e  returning  brought 
epine,  his  heart  did  inly  flame 
vrathfuU  fury  for  so  foule  a  shame, 
e  could  not  thereof  avenged  bee ; 
>st  for  pitty  of  his  dearest  dame, 

1  now  in  deadly  daunger  he  did  see ; 

d  no  meanes  to  comfort,  nor  procure  her  gloe. 

in  vaine ;  for  w;hy  ?  no  remedy  4^ 

V  the  present  mischiefs  to  redresse, 

*  utmost  end  perforce  for  to  aby, 

that  nights  fortune  would  for  mm  addresse. 
rne  he  tooke  his  lady  in  distresse, 
yd  her  underneath  a  bush  to  sleepe, 
d  with  cold,  and  wrapt  in  wretchednesse ; 
i  he  himselfe  all  night  did  nought  but  weepe, 
ary  watch  about  her  for  her  Bategard  keepe. 


w  rpit,  BO  soone  na  ioyouH  day  A 

(1  gb<?ir  ilselft!  in  eiuiny  beunes  bcdisat,  i 

as,  full  of  dolorous  oismaT, 
:t  dsrkenesge  dread  and  hope  of  livinn  liglit, 
i  her  head  to  see  tbftt  <!bt!areful  sight. 
aliT>inc.  howBTer  inlj  wroth, 
.„  .,.c'eny  to  avenpe  that  vile  despiffbt. 
A  for  the  feeble  ladies  sake,  full  lottt 
o  make  their  lender  ata;,  forth  on  his  ioumej  go'dk 

„ n  foote  all  armed  by  her  aide, 

Ijpstayinfi  Rtiil  herselfe  uppon  her  Bt«ede, 
:'ing  unhable  else  alooe  to  ride ; 
)  Horu  her  Bidea.  bo  muck  her  wounds  did  blecde  i 
111  that  at  length,  in  hia  pstreaniest  neede, 
e  chauDst  far  oS  an  armed  kai^bt  to  apy 
uing  him  apace  with  greedy  speedo  j 
im  well  he  wist  to  he  some  enemy, 
meant  to  make  advantage  of  hia  miseiT. 

therefore  ho  stayd,  till  that  he  nearer  drew, 
3  wect  what  iseue  would  thereof  betyde ; 
Fbo,  wlienaa  he  approebcd  nigh  in  vew, 
If,V  certaine  sienea  hejilainlyliim  defieryde 
B'o  be  the  man  that  with  such  Bcomfull  pryde 
d  shamed  yeaterdav: 
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;  the  more  thereby  enraged  was,  50 

ith  more  eager  fehiesse  nim  pursew'd ; 

.t  at  length,  after  long  weary  chace, 

g  by  chaunce  a  close  advantage  Tew'd, 

or-raught  him,  having  long  esehew'd 

olence  in  vaine ;  and  with  nis  spere 

LC  through  his  shoulder,  that  the  blood  essew'd 

at  aboundance,  as  a  well  it  were, 

orth  out  of  an  hill  fresh  gushing  did  appere. 

ast  he  not  for  all  that  cruell  wound,  61 

laste  him  still  for  all  his  ladies  cry; 

iti8fyde  till  on  the  fatall  ground 

V  his  life  powrd  forth  despiteously ; 

hich  was  certes  in  great  ieopardy, 

ot  a  wondrous  chaunce  his  reskue  wrought, 

ived  from  his  cruell  villany, 

•haunces  oH  exceed  all  humaine  thought : 

n  another  canto  shall  to  end  be  brougnt. 


CANTO  IV. 

Calepine  by  a  salvage  man 

From  I'urpiue  retikewed  is; 
And,  whjrlest  an  infant  fh>m  a  bean 

He  saved,  bis  love  doth  misse. 

IS  a  ship  with  dreadfuU  storme  long  toet,  1 

q:  spent  all  her  mastes  and  her  groimdhold, 

irre  from  harbour  Ukelv  to  be  lost, 

;  some  fisher-barke  doth  neare  behold, 

iveth  comfort  to  her  courage  cold ; 

las  the  state  of  this  most  courteous  knight 

oppressed  by  that  faytour  bold, 

e  remayned  in  most  perilous  plight, 

is  sad  ladie  lefl  in  pitifull  afiright : 

at,  by  fortune  passing  all  foresight,  2 

age  man,  which  in  those  woods  did  wonne, 

le  with  that  ladies  loud  and  piteous  shright 

d  the  same  incessantly  did  ronne 

lerstand  what  there  was  to  be  donne : 

he  this  most  discourteous  craven  foimd 

cely  yet,  as  when  he  first  begonne, 

ig  the  gentle  Calepine  aioimd, 

iring  him  the  more  £»  all  Uii  *nd» 
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salcagc  man,  tliat  never  till  tliia  honre 
taste  of  pittie,  Qeitlier  eeatle«se  knetr, 
.  Jg  hu  sharpe  assault  and  omell  Hl^lim 
Woe  much  cmmoved  at  liia  perils  vew, 
it  even  liia  mder  hart  liegtio  to  row, 
d  ffcle  conipasBiou  of  his  erill  plight, 
hgoinst  his  foe  that  did  him  ao  purd^w ; 
frpin  whom  he  mfaot  to  free  him,  if  he  might, 
B.nd  him  aven^fu  of  that  so  rillenaus  despiguL 

pet  ormea  or  weapon  hod  he  none  to  Gtlht, 
'e  knew  the  use  of  warlike  ioatrumonta, 
ive  such  oa  siuldeo  ragi-  him  lent  to  smite  j 
ut  naked,  without  needfull  testiments 
'o  elud  hia  corpso  with  mcuto  Uabilimeots, 
'e  cared  not  for  dint  of  sword  nor  speere, 
>  more  then  for  the  stroke  of  strawea  or  benti: 
ir  from  Uia  mothtrs  wombe,  which  him  did  beare, 
?  was  invulnerable  made  by  mogicke  leare. 

tayed  not  t' advize  which  way  were  beat 
'oc  t'  asgayle,  or  how  himselfe  to  gard, 
ivilh  fierce  fury  and  with  force  iiSest 
1  liim  ran  :  who  being  well  prepord 
■   It  nfls!iult  full  narily  did  ward. 
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^r  him  the  wyld  man  ran  apaoe,  8 

im  purse  wed  with  imp6rtune  speed, 

(  was  swifl  as  any  bucke  in  chace ; 

lad  he  not  in  his  extreamest  need  ^ 

lelped  through  the  swiflnesse  of  his  steed, 

1  him  overtaken  in  his  flight, 

ever  as  he  saw  him  nigh  succeed, 

•y  aloud  with  horrible  afiright, 

irieked  out ;  a  thing  uncomely  for  a  knight. 

hen  the  salvage  saw  his  labour  vaine  9 

owing  of  him  that  fled  so  fast, 

arie  woxe,  and  backe  retnrn'd  againe 

jpoede  unto  the  place,  whereas  he  last 

;u  that  couple  nere  their  utmost  cast : 

he  that  knight  full  sorely  bleeding  found 

{e  the  ladie  fearefuUy  aghast, 

or  the  perill  of  the  present  stound, 

[so  for  the  sharpnesse  of  her  rankling  wound. 

ough  she  were  right  glad  so  rid  to  bee  10 

that  vile  loaeil  which  ner  late  offended ; 
>w  no  lesse  encombranco  she  did  see 
srill,  by  this  salvage  man  pretended; 
whom  she  saw  no  meanes  to  be  defended 
son  that  her  knight  was  wounded  sore : 
ore  herselfe  she  wholy  recommended 
ds  sole  grace,  whom  she  did  oft  implore 
d  her  succour,  being  of  all  hope  forlore. 

e  wyld  man,  oontrarie  to  her  feare,  11 

bo  her  creeping  like  a  fawning  hound, 
y  rude  tokens  made  to  her  appeare 
fcpe  compassion  of  her  dolefull  stound, 

nis  hands,  and  crouching  to  the  ground ; 

er  language  had  he  none  nor  speach, 
soft  murmure  and  confused  sound 
selesse  words  (which  nature  did  him  teach 
resse  his  passions)  which  his  reasim  did  empeach : 


I 


)mming  likewise  to  the  wounded  knigh'  12 

he  beheld  the  streames  of  purple  blood 

►wing  fresh,  as  moved  with  the  sight, 

ide  (jreat  mone  after  his  salvage  mood; 

unnmg  strei^ht  into  tbe  thickest  wood, 

iine  herbe  from  thence  unto  him  brought, 

)  vertue  he  by  use  well  understood ; 

yoe  whereof  mto  his  wound  he  wrought, 

ml^Hni  WftKJinff  straight,  ere  he  it  staunched  thought 
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n  taking  up  that  i-eereatitS  shield  and  epeare, 
Vkicli  enTsi  lie  left,  ho  aigDca  auto  them  made 
Tjlh  liim  to  wend  unto  hjs  wonning  neaie; 
'   th  he  easily  did  them  perswade. 

a  the  forrrat,  by  a  hollow  slade 

jverod  n-iih  mosaii;  BUrubs,  which  spredding  brode 
lid  undernrsth  them  make  a  gloomy  flh&de, 
iTiere  foot  of  livini;  prenture  dctct  trode,  [lix 

i  wjld  bi-astfl  durat  coon?,  there  wasthia  m( 

Slither  he  hn^ught  these  unocquaiiited  ^ests ; 
p  whom  faire  semblance,  as  he  could,  he  shewed 
7  eitmc».  hy  lookra,  and  all  his  other  ge*ti: 
Jut  the  hare  CTound  wilh  hoarie  mosaeDes  trowed 
■ust  be  their  bed ;  their  pillow  was  imsowed ; 
|ud  the  fruleti  of  the  forrest  wu  their  feait: 
ir  their  hod  stuard  neither  plonich'd  nor  sowed, 
:■  fed  on  flesih,  ne  erer  of  W7ld  bcaat 
d  taste  the  bloud,  ohnjing  oatures  first  beheaat. 

|et,  howeoevLT  base  and  meone  it  were, 

■y  tooke  it  well,  and  thanked  God  for  all, 

(t'hich  bad  them  freed  from  that  deadly  feare, 

"  BBv'd  from  being  to  that  caytive  thralL 

e  they  of  fon-e  (ng  forliuie  now  did  fall) 

'ere  tlierasi'lTca  awhile  tt 
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)abe  did  loudly  scrike  and  squall,  IS 

e  woods  with  piteous  plaints  did  fill, 

ry  did  meane  for  to  helpe  to  call 

le,  whose  eares  those  smieches  shrill, 

is  hart,  with  pities  point  did  thrill ; 

him  he  ran  with  zealous  haste 

th'  infant,  ere  he  did  him  kill : 

DUgh  he  saw  now  somewhat  overpast, 

e  cry  he  followed,  and  pursewed  fast. 

I  him  chaunst  his  heavj  armes  to  want,  10 

rden  mote  empeach  his  needful  speed, 

?r  him  from  libertie  to  pant : 

g  lon^  time,  as  his  deadly  weed, 

it  to  weare,  and  wend  on  foot  for  need, 

ting  them  he  felt  himselfo  so  liixht, 

an  hauke,  which  feeling  herselfe  freed 

;  and  iessies  which  did  let  her  flight, 

I'd  his  feet  did  fly  and  in  their  speed  delight. 

3  sped  him,  that  the  wearie  beare  20 

de  overtooke  and  forwt  to  stay; 
lOut  weapon  him  assayling  neare, 
liim  soone  the  spoyle  adowne  to  lay. 
,h  the  beast  enrag'd  to  loose  his  pray 
turned,  and,  with  greedie  force 
,  to  be  crossed  in  his  wav, 
dl  \*Tde,  did  thinke  without  remorse 
ng'd  on  him,  and  to  devoure  his  corse. 

old  knight  no  whit  thereat  dismayd,  21 

ing  up  m  hand  a  ragged  stone 
i  thereby  (so  fortime  him  did  ayde) 
ran,  and  thrust  it  all  attone 
aping  throte,  that  made  him  crone 
B  for  breath,  that  he  nigh  choKed  was, 
ible  to  digest  that  bone ; 
it  upward  come,  nor  downward  passe, 
he  brooke  the.coldnesse  of  the  stony  masse. 

benas  he  thus  combred  did  behold,  22 

in  vaine  that  nigh  his  bowels  brast, 
lim  closd.  and,  laving  mightie  hold 
tlirote,  did  gripe  his  gorge  so  fast, 
ting  breath  him  downe  to  ground  he  cast ; 
I  onpressing  him  with  urgent  paine, 
entbrst  to  breath  his  utmost  blast, 
his  cruell  teeth  at  him  in  vaine,  [straine. 

atning  his  aharpe  clawes,  now  wanting  powie  to 

TT 
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The-D  tools  he  np  betwixt  Uia  armes  twaiue 

The  little  babe,  ewcet  relickei  of  his  pray  ; 

Wtoni  pitying  to  hcare  bo  sore  com^lwnc^ 

Ffom  bis  Botl  eyes  the  tearee  be  i<?|)l  uca^i 

And  from  ]ii«  Tace  the  fittb  tliat  did  it  in  j 

Aad  every  little  limbc  bo  iearuht  arouna, 

And  erory  part  that  under  aweatli-banda  lay. 

Least  that  tbo  beasts  sbarpe  teelh  had  any  Koaud 

Made  b  hia  tender  fleeh ;  but  n-bole  tbem  all  he  foes 

So.  bBTiDti  all  bin  bands  isaine  uptvde. 

He  with  Iiim  tbougbt  backe  to  relume  agsinei 

But  when  be  loolit  about  on  eveij  ej-de. 

To  weetc  wbich  tray  were  best  to  ent«rt«me 

To  brine  him  to  the  plaee  where  he  would  tainiB, 

He  pouid  no  path  nor  tract  of  foot  deacrj-, 

Ife  "by  inguine  Icame,  nor  gbeue  by  ayine ; 

For  nought  but  woods  and  rorresta  fanv  and  oye. 

Tliat  all  about  did  close  the  eonipasse  of  his  ej  e. 

Much  was  be  then  eneombred,  ne  could  tall 

Which  nav  to  take :  now  west  he  went  awhile. 
Then  north,  then  neither,  but  as  fortune  fell : 
So  up  and  downe  he  wandred  many  a  mile 
"With  wearie  travel)  and  uncerlaine  toile. 
Yet  nought  the  nearer  to  his  ioumeya  end  j 
And  evermore  his  lore'y  httle  gpoile 
Crj'inii  for  food  did  greatly  him  oflend : 
go  all  thut  day,  in  wandring,  Taincly  he  did  spend. 

At  last,  about  the  aettinf;  of  the  sunne. 

Himselfe  out  of  the  forest  he  did  wyud. 

And  by  cood  fortune  the  plaiue  champion  wonne: 

Where,  looking  all  about  «  here  he  mote  lyad 

Some  place  of  succour  Id  content  his  m.vnd. 

At  length  be  heard  under  the  forrests  syde 

A  voice,  that  seemed  of  some  womankynd, 

WTiich  to  hcrsclfe  lamenting  loudly  cryde. 

And  oft  complayn'd  of  fate,  and  fortune  oft  defjde. 

To  whom  approachine.  whenas  she  perceived 
A  stranger  wight  in  place,  her  plaint  she  atayd, 
Ab  if  she  doubted  to  liavc  bene  deceived. 
Or  loth  to  let  her  soirowes  be  bewrayd : 
Whom  whenas  Calepine  saw  so  dismayd. 
He  to  her  drew,  and.  with  faire  blandishment 
Her  cbearinp  up,  thua  gently  to  her  said  : 
"What  be  you,  »ofull  dame,  which  thus  lament. 
And  for  what  cause,  declare;  so  mote  ye  not  zepenL 
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■m  the  thai ;  "  What  need  me,  sir,  to  tell 
liicli  yourself  have  earst  ared  so  right? 

II  dame  ye  have  me  termed  well ; 
h  more  wofull,  aa  m;  wofuU  plight 
redressed  be  by  living  night  I" 


bus  hegaa  the  lamentable  dame ;  29 

lien  ye  Deeds  will  know  the  frriefe  I  hoord, 

i'  unrortuaat«  Matilde  by  DHme. 

fe  of  bold  Sir  Brain,  who  is  lord 

his  land,  late  conquer'd  by  his  sword 

.  great  gyant,  called  Cormoraunt, 

he  did  overthrow  by  yonder  foord; 

three  battailes  did  so  deadly  daunt. 

1  dare  not  returne  for  all  his  daily  vaunt. 

my  lord  now  seiz'd  of  all  the  land,  30 

13  fee,  with  peaceable  estate, 
iet.ly  doth  hold  it  in  his  haiid, 

dares  with  him  for  it  debate: 
these  happie  fortunes  cruell  fate 
)yn'd  one  evill,  which  doth  overthrew 
'  our  ioyes,  and  all  our  blisse  abate ; 
c  in  time  to  further  ill  to  grow, 

this  land  with  endlesse  lo«se  to  orer-flotr. 

i'  heavens,  envying  our  prosperitie,  SI 

ot  vouclisan  to  eraunt  unto  us  twame 

dfull  blessing  of  poateritie. 

we  might  see  after  ourselves  remune 

leritage  of  our  unhappiepaine: 

for  want  of  heires  it  to  defend, 
I  time  like  to  returoe  againe 

foule  fcend,  who  dayly  doth  attend 
e  into  the  some  after  our  lives  end. 

lost  my  lord  is  grieved  herewithall,  33* 

ibex  exceeding  mone.  when  he  does  thinke 

1  this  land  anto  his  foe  shall  fall, 

ich  he  long  in  value  did  sweat  and  swiuke, 

>w  the  same  he  greatly  doth  forthinke. 

i  it  sayd,  ti^re  ihould  to  Aint  a  tonnt 

fit,  not  begntfea ;  wAirh  tkould  drinke 

g  up  all  Ike  watfr  w&ieh  dvlh  rofifM 

lext  brookt,  hy  uhom  tkatfanid  tkmdd  btfiirdouM*. 


609  THB  rinis  qirSEBx. 

"  \\'e\[  hop't  he  tlicn,  when  this  «  ^  ,. 

Th«l  Trom  hi*  sidw  s^rnne  noble  chrld  d 

The  o'hioU  iJiroach  fame  bIiouM  farrr  be  R 
.And  lhi»  proud  eyaat  Ehould  ffitli  bnre  « 
Ouile  orcrtJimB-,  who  now  ginnes  to  d 
The  (rood  Sir  Bniin  proninp  farre   n  T— «. 

"W'ho  iliinties  from  me  hia  wnrow  all  dotfa  fi 

lo !  Ihia  niy  i?au«e  of  (rriefe  to  you  appraro ; 
!For  vhich  I  thus  doe  mourr:;,  and  ponro  liirlli  m 

Wliirh  vhen  he  brard.  he  inly  toaclwd  was 
"With  lendiT  mlii  for  htr  unirorth.r  gritite  t 
And.  «hcn  he  had  devined  of  h«T  cmae. 
He  (Din  in  mind  conceive  a  fit  relief* 
For  all  liLT  paine.  if  please  her  make  th*  pri«Cp: 
And.  having  ehesred  her,  thus  eaid  :  "  Faire  Duk 
In  evils  counFeli  is  the'comfort  chiefe ; 
Whith  Ihouich  I  be  not  wise  enough  to  franw*. 
Yet,  a«  I  nrcll  it  mesne,  vouchsafe  it  wiLhout  blamr. 

"  If  that  the  canie  of  this  yam  langaiahineDt 
Be  lacke  of  children  to  supply  your  place, 
I/>!  liotv  pood  fortune  doth  to  you  present 
This  lillc  babe,  of  aweete  and  lovely  faoe. 
And  epotlesse  spirit  in  vhich  ye  may  onchace 
Whatever  fornicB  ye  list  thereto  apply, 
Beinir  now  soft  and  fit  them  to  embrace ; 
"Whether  yc  list  him  traine  in  chevalry. 
Or  Doursle  up  in  lore  of  leam'd  philosophy. 

"  And,  certefl.  it  hath  oftentimea  bene  aeene. 
That  of  the  like,  whose  linaee  was  uuknowne, 
More  brave  and  noble  knights  have  raysed  beene 
(As  their  victorioua  dcedes  have  often  showen. 
Being  with  fame  throuph  many  nations  blowen.) 
Then  iboec  nhirh  have  bene  dandled  in  the  lap. 
Therefore  some  thought  that  those  brave  imps  were 
Here  by  the  gods,  and  fed  with  heavenly  aap. 
That  made  them  tjow  ao  high  t'  all  hoDorable  hap." 

The  ladic.  hearkning  to  his  eensefiill  apeach. 
Found  nothing  that  he  ssid  unmeet  nor  geaaon. 
Having  oft  seene  it  tryde  as  he  did  teach : 
lITierefore  indyning  to  his  goodly  reason, 
Aoreeinc  well  both  with  the  place  and  season. 
She  gladly  did  of  that  same  babe  accept, 
Ai  of  her  owne  by  liverey  and  seiain ; 
.And.  hai-ing  over  it  a  tittle  wept, 
Sbtt  bore  it  thence,  and  ever  aa  her  owne  it  kept. 
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glad  was  Calepine  to  be  so  rid  38 

young  charge  tvhcreof  he  Blcilled  nought ; 

s  leHxe  c'ad  l  for  she  so  wisely  did, 

'ith  ker  husbsnd  under  hand  so  wrought, 

rhen  that  infant  uuto  him  she  broa^cht, 

ade  him  think  it  surely  was  bis  oirae ; 
in  Roodly  thewes  so  well  upbpought, 

t  became  a  famous  kuifrht  well  knowne, 

id  right  noble  deedes ;  the  which  elswhere  are  showne. 

ilepine,  now  being  left  alone  39 

the  ereenewoodB  side  in  sorie  plight, 
uten  amies  or  steede  to  ride  upon, 
isG  to  hide  his  head  from  heavens  spight ; 
bat  dame,  by  all  the  meones  she  might, 
ft  deaired  home  with  her  to  wend, 
Fred  him,  his  court^ie  to  requite 
icrae  and  armee  and  tvhatso  eUe  to  lend, 
'  them  all  refusd,  though  thankt  her  as  a  (rend, 

3r  eiceedinfc  priefe  which  inly  arew.  40 

e  his  ioTC  BO  liiokleBao  now  had  lost, 
colU  ground  maugre  bimsclfe  he  throw 
1  despight,  to  be  so  sorely  crost; 
icre  all  ni(;ht  himselfe  in  anguish  tost, 
ir  that  never  he  in  bed  aaune 
ibes  would  rest,  nc  lig  in  ease  embost. 
It  his  ladies  sight  he  niot«  attaine, 
Icrstand  that  uie  in  safetie  did  remainc. 


CASTO  V. 

The  wlTBite  Kirn  Perinm  well. 
Till  ihe  Prince  ARliore  TyaA  i 

T  an  msic  thing  is  to  dctcrj 

ntle  blouJ.  however  it  be  wrapt 

misforlnnes  foulc  deformity 

■etched  Borrones,  which  h.iveofUn  hapti 

""Soever  it  mav  grow  nii»-»hapt, 

lis  wyld  man  being  undisciplyod, 

I  all  vertue  it  may  seeme  unapt; 

II  it  shew  some  sparkes  of  gentle  inynd, 

the  last  breake  forth  in  bis  ownc  proper  Icjnd. 
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ainely  may  in  this  wyld  njan  be  red, 
iourIi  Le  were  still  in  tliis  dt-eert  nood, 
Halvauc  beaals.  botL  rudely  boriie  and  bred, 
r  unw  foirc  puize.  ne  learned  good, 
wd  some  token  of  Uia  wntle  blood 
lo  u»ape  of  that  nretchcd  dame; 
tPB  he  no«  borne  of  noble  blood, 
T  bv  hard  hap  he  hcthiT  came ; 
□ay  Icnon'.  when  time  ahali  be  to  tuU  the  sama. 

henw  now  long  time  be  lacked  had                        1 
od  Sir  Calepinc,  that  farre  was  Btrard 

Bving  there  tbis  ladie  »11  dinmayd, 
orlh  Btreiuhtway  into  the  forrent  nyde 

0  ifhe  pen-hanee  asleep  were  layd, 

no  else  nere  onto  bim  betyde : 
ght  him  farre  and  neare,  yet  him  no  where  he»pj& 

itlto  returning  to  that  aoric  dame,                            4 
»ed  eemblant  of  exceeding  nione 

kine  stRnFK,  m  he  lliem  beat  i-ould  frame, 
riniiinc  l)oth  his  n  retched  haud^  in  one, 

HliijgTiiB  hard  bead  upon  a  stone, 
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.t  length,  whenas  no  hope  of  his  retoume  7 

ihe  saw  now  left,  she  cast  to  leave  the  place, 
.nd  wend  abrode,  though  feeble  an  I  forlome, 
^Jo  seeke  some  comfort  in  that  sorie  case: 
^1^8  steede,  now  strong  through  rest  so  long  a  space 
^^ell  as  she  could  she  got,  ana  did  bedight ; 
^Ind  being  thereon  mounted  forth  did  pace 
Withouten  guide  her  to  conduct  aright, 
Dr  guard  her  to  defend  from  bold  oppressors  might. 

Whom  when  her  host  saw  readie  to  depart,  8 

He  would  not  suffer  her  alone  to  fare, 

Sat  gan  himselfe  addresse  to  take  her  part. 

Those  warlike  armes,  which  Calepine  whyleare 

Had  left  behind,  he  gan  eftsoones  prepare, 

And  put  them  all  about  himself  unfit. 

His  shield,  his  helmet,  and  his  curats  bare, 

Sut  without  sword  upon  his  thiffh  to  sit; 

Sir  Calepine  himselfe  away  had  hidden  it. 

So  forth  they  traveld  an  uneven  payre,     ^  0 

That  mote  to  all  men  seemo  an  uncouth  sight ; 

A  salvage  man  matcht  with  a  ladie  fayre 

That  rather  seem'd  the  conquest  of  his  might 

Gotten  by  spoyle  then  purchaced  aright : 

But  he  did  her  attend  most  carefully. 

And  faithfully  did  serve  both  day  and  night 

"Withouten  thought  of  shame  or  villeny, 

Ne  ever  shewed  signe  of  foule  disloyalty. 

Upon  a  day,  as  on  their  way  they  went,  10 

It  chaunst  some  furniture  about  her  steed 

To  be  disordred  by  some  accident; 

Which  to  redrease  she  did  th'  assistance  need 

Of  this  her  groome;  which  he  by  sij^nes  did  reede ; 

And  streight  his  combrous  armes  aside  did  lay 

Upon  the  ground,  withouten  doubt  or  dreed ; 

And,  in  his  homely  wize,  began  to  assay 

T*  amend  what  was  amisse,  and  put  in  right  aray. 

Hout  which  whilest  he  was  busied  thus  hard,  11 

Jjo  !  where  a  knight,  together  with  his  squire. 

All  arm'd  to  point  came  ryding  thetherward; 

Which  seemed,  by  their  portance  and  attire, 

To  be  two  errant  knights,  that  did  inquire 

After  adventures,  where  they  mote  them  get : 

Those  were  to  weet  (if  that  ye  it  require) 

Prince  Arthur  and  young  Timias,  which  met 

By  straunge  occasion,  that  here  needs  forth  be  set. 
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nt  Timias  had  ogaine  recared                                 j 
our  of  Btflphcbe.  as  ye  heard, 

ler  (trace  did  stand  naainc  assnrcd, 
pie  blisBc  he  was  full  high  uprear'd, 
of  eoiT  nor  of  diaunije  sfeard : 

manj  foes  did  Ijiiiv  malitine  therefore, 

huniuBtdetrncliODhlTii  did  beard; 
timfielfe  so  well  and  wiselv  bore,                              ' 

her  Boveraine  lykxng  lio  dwdt  evermore. 

them  a]]  which  did  hia  ruine  seeke,                        ^i 
nishtic  encraiea  did  him  most  despieht, 
nightie  ones,  and  cniell  minded  eeke,                      1 
m  not  onel.v  soueht  by  open  might                             1 

t  of  them  by  name  wm  cald  Dcspetto, 

mg  b]]  the  rest  in  ponre  and  hight ; 

ond,  not  BO  strong  but  wise,  Dccetio  j 

rd,  nor  strong  nor  wise  but  epightfuUest,  Befetto. 

their  snndry  powrcji  they  did  employ,                 ir 
eral  dec^eipts.  but  all  in  vaine :                                "h 
ther  tliey  by  force  couM  him  destroy,                  1 
entrap  in  treasons  suhlill  traine:                             ' 
re.  coBapiring  all  together  plaine, 
d  thoir  cnunseln  now  in  one  eonipound 
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he  did  alter  him  panew,  17 

;  by  speed  to  overtake  his  fl{|[ht ; 

ou^li  thicke  woods  and  brakes  and  briers  him  dreir, 

I  lum  the  more  and  waste  his  spijtht, 

le  DOW  bad  almost  spent  bis  sprighti 

at  length  unto  a  wood^  glade 

,  wbose  D07ert  stopt  his  further  ti|iht; 

J  three  foes  shrowded  in  guilefuU  shade 

leir  ambush  brolte,  and  gan  him  to  inyade. 


.._  inward  rancour  and  despight, 
•A  Btrokea  did  round  about  bim  haile 
use  force,  that  seemed  nothing  miKht 
their  blowes  from  piercing  thorougn  quite: 
licm  all  so  warily  did  ward, 
le  of  them  in  bis  soft  flesh  did  bite ; 
the  while  his  backe  for  best  eafngard 
igaiust  a  tree,  that  baekeward  onset  bard. 


irre-doK.  that  doe  him  sharpe  usay 

I  side,  and  beat  about  him  round  ; 

t  that  curre,  barking  with  bitter  sownd, 

'ping  still  behinde,  doth  him  incomber, 

lis  cuaufie  he  digs  the  trampled  ground, 

'ats  his  horns,  and  bellowes  like  the  thonder: 

iHt  squire  his  foes  disperse  and  drive  asonder. 

I  behored  so ;  for  his  three  foes 

o  encompasse  him  on  every  side, 

geronsly  did  round  about  enclose : 

«t  of  all.  Defetto  him  annojde, 

•  behinde  him  still  to  have  destrojde  \ 

lecetw  eke  him  circumvent; 

t  Despetto  in  his  greater  prvde 

t  him.  face  to  face  against  him  bent: 

hem  all  withatood,  and  often  made  relent. 

at  length  nigh  tyrd  with  former  ehace. 
iry  now  with  carefull  keeping  ward, 
,0  shrinke  and  somewhat  to  give  place, 

ere  long  to  have  escaped  hard  ; 

unwaffs  he  in  the  forrest  heard 

ling  stecde,  that  with  his  neighing  fast 

ne  bis  rider  be  uppon  his  gard ; 

ise  whereof  the  squire,  now  nigh  aghast 

was,  and  sad  dispaire  away  did  eailt. 


IS 


EfUoones  lie  spide  a  kniuht  approchtDg  njre 
"Wlio.  seeing  one  in  bo  great  dsuneif  set 
HongBt  m&ny  fops.  himEclf  did  Amler  hjre 
To  Tetkue  bim,  and  liii  wcaka  part  abet. 
For  pitty  to  to  see  Iiim  overset ; 
AVhom  BOODe  at  liis  three  enemiM  did  Tew. 
Tbej  fled,  and  fast  into  the  wood  did  i^ : 
Him  boalcd  not  to  thinke  thrm  to  purveir; 
Tlie  covert  was  bo  Ihicke,  that  d  <f 


1 


Then,  turning  to  that  iraaine,  him  well  he  kneir 

To  be  hi»  Timias.  liis  owne  true  Bqnire ; 

Whereof  cicepdini!  glad,  he  to  him  drew. 

And,  him  emhraciog  Iwiit  his  amie«  ratuv. 

Him  thitt  bespake;  "  My  liefe,  my  lifea  diMuv, 

Why  have  ye  me  alone  thus  long  yieft  P 

TelTmo  what  world's  despizht,  or  neaTean  yrev 

Jlolh  you  thus  loDK  away  from  me  bereft  P  fm 

"Where  hare  jo  all  thia  while   bin  nandring,   nhin 


.  shedding  few  soft  teareB  from  tender  eyne. 

His  dear  affect  with  silence  did  res  train  e. 
And  ebut  up  all  hia  plaint  ia  privy  paiae. 
There  they  awliile  some  gracious  speechea  spent, 
As  to  them  seem'd  fit  time  to  ealertaine : 
After  all  which  up  to  their  steedea  they  went. 
And  forth  together  rode,  a  comely  cooplexaent. 

So  now  thev  be  arrived  both  in  sight 

Of  thie  wyld  man,  whom  tbey  full  buaie  found 

About  the  sad  Serena  thinirs  to  dight, 

With  tlioae  brar^axmours  lying  on  the  irronnd. 

That  aecm'd  the  spoile  of  eome  riitht  well  reoownd. 

"WTiirh  when  that  squire  beheld,  he  lo  them  atept 

Thinking  to  take  them  from  that  hylding  hound ; 

But  he  it  seeing  Nghtly  to  him  lept. 

And  Btemely  with  strong  hand  it  from  hit  handling  it 

Gnashing  hiB  grinded  t«eth  wi^i  griesly  look«. 

And  sparkling  fire  out  of  his  furious  eyne. 

Him  with  his  fist  unwares  on  Ih' head  he  strooke. 

That  made  him  downe  unto  the  earth  cncline ; 

Whence  soone  upstarting,  much  be  gan  repine. 

And  laving  hand  uppon  his  wrathful)  blade 

Thou^iht  therewilhall  forthwith  him  to  have  alainei 

Who  it  perceiving  hand  upon  him  layd. 

And  greedily  him  griping  ois  avengeiBeiit*!^^ 


fith  that  alonde  the  furs  Serena  orjde 

Fnto  the  knight,  them  to  dupart  in  twsine : 

\fiio  to  them  stepuiQg  did  them  soone  divide, 

Lttd  did  from  further  violence  reetraine, 

Jbe  the  wrld  man  hardl;  would  refraine. 

■hen  gin  the  prinoe  of  her  for  to  demiuid 

Vliat  and  from  whence  ihe  wu  i  and  by  what  traine 

he  fell  into  that  aalrafre  villainea  hand ; 

Lnd  whether  free  with  nim  ahe  now  were,  or  in  band. 

V>  Trhom  she  thns  i 


Liid  body  have  receiv'd  a  mortall  wound, 
Sist  hath  me  driven  to  this  drerj  atound. 
iraa  erewhile  the  lore  of  Calcpine; 
Vbo  whether  he  alive  be  to  be  found, 
tr  by  some  deadly  cliaunce  be  done  to  pine, 
lUMse  I  him  lately  lost,  nneath  i>  to  deooe. 

'  In  aalTage  forreat  I  bim  loet  of  ]ate,  2 

Vliere  I  had  surety  lonft  ere  this  bene  dead, 

>r  else  remained  in  moat  wretched  state, 

lad  not  this  wylde  man  in  that  woFuU  stead 

Cept  and  delivered  me  from  deadly  dread, 

n  such  a  salvage  wight,  of  brutisn  kynd, 

kjnongst  Wilde  beastes  in  desert  forrests  bred, 

t  i«  most  straunge  and  wonderful  to  fynd 

k>  milde  humanity  and  perfect  gentle  mynd. 

'  IJet  me  therefore  tbia  favour  for  him  finde,  31 

liat  ye  will  not  your  wTath  upon  him  wrealte, 

ILtb  he  cannot  elpresse  his  simple  minde, 

fe  yours  conceive,  ne  but  by  tokens  spcake: 

Imall  praise  to  prove  your  powre  oa  wight  so  weake!" 

Vith  Buch  faxre  words  she  did  their  heate  asawage, 

Lnd  the  strong  course  of  their  displeasure  breake, 

iliat  they  to  pitty  tumd  their  former  rage, 

Ltid  each  Bought  to  supply  the  office  of  her  page. 

\o,  having  all  things  well  about  her  dight,  3] 

ihe  on  her  way  cast  forward  to  proceede; 

Lnd  they  her  forth  conducted,  vi  here  they  might 

^inde  harbour  tit  to  comfort  her  great  neede : 

Tor  now  her  wounds  corruption  gun  to  breed; 

Lnd  eke  this  squire,  who  likewise  wounded  waa 

)f  that  same  monster  late,  for  lacke  of  heed 

fow  gan  to  faint,  and  further  could  not  paa 

rbrou^h  feeblenene,  which  all  bia  lirabei  oppreMfld  haa. 
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80  forth  they  rode  together  nil  in  tnmpe 
To  secke  some  place,  the  wlucji  mote  jeeld 
To  these  aiclce  iHaine  Uiat  now  bfgsa  to  ' 
And  all  tliu  naj;  the  prince  sought  to 

The  bitter  anguish  ot  their  ahiirpe  dia. 

B,v  all  the  courleoiu  meanes  he  cgnld  ii... 
Somewhile  with  ineny  purpose,  fit  to  plea .  . 
And  otherwhile  with  good  enoonrmgemrat. 
To  m&ke  them  to  endure  the  puns  did  thmn  UnnnL 

Mount  whic^  Serena  did  to  hint  relate 
\     The  loule  diteoort  liea  and  unkdiektly  pntth 
N  Which  Tarpine  had  nnlo  her  ahewed  late 
'Without  compaarioa  of  her  cniell  (nwrCa : 
Although  Blandina  did  with  at]  her  arta 
Him  ouenrise  pennade  all  that  she  migh^ 
Yet  he  of  malice,  without  her  desarta. 
Not  onely  her  excluded  late  at  niEbt. 
But  aiao  trayterously  did  wound  her  wcarj  kniglrt. 

Wherewith  the  prince  sore  moved  there  urood 

That.  BOone  as  he  returned  backe  again(>. 

He  would  avenge  tb'  abuses  of  that  proud 

And  shameful  knight,  of  nhom  she  did  complaine. 

This  wize  did  they  each  other  entertaine 

To  pasae  the  tedious  Iravell  of  the  way; 

Till  towards  night  they  came  uuto  a  plaine. 

By  which  a  little  hermitage  (here  la;r, 

Par  from  all  neighbourhood,  the  which  atmoj  it  may. 

And  nigh  thereto  a  little  chappel  etoode, 

A\'hich  being  all  with  yvy  overspred 

Deckt  all  the  roofe.  and,  shadowing  the  roode, 

Seem'd  hke  a  grove  faire  brauuched  over  hod : 

Therein  the  hermile,  which  hia  life  here  led 

In  atreight  observaunce  of  religions  vow. 

AVaa  vront  his  howres  and  holy  things  to  bed; 

And  therein  he  likewiae  was  praying  now, 

Whenaa these  knights  arrived,  they  wist  not  where  nor! 

They  atayd  not  there,  bnt  atreightway  in  did  pas : 
Whom  when  the  hermite  prcsrnt  aaw  in  place. 
From  his  demotion  Blreiglit  he  troubled  was; 
\\liieh  breaking  off  he  toward  them  did  paco 
With  stayed  stcpa  and  grave  beseeming  grace: 
For  well  it  acem  d  that  whilome  lie  had  beene 
Some  goodly  person,  and  of  gentle  race. 
That  COuVAmSKOoi^o  Jii.-,  Mii^<Si&i.-«i-i!;«t 
How  MrCUV)  MAcr\a!ia6-wiSa.caSCiw«^\iieMoii'a»-, 


~^iid  lOothlT  it  vBB  Bard  by  common  fame, 
^^  loDg'  as  age  enabled  him  thereto, 
^,)U>t  he  had  bcue  a  man  of  mickle  nsnie, 

^lowTned  much  ia  armes  and  demDjt  doe : 
^^Bt  being  aged  now,  and  weary  to 

«f  warrcs  delight  and  worldis  cont«ntiotu  to; le, 

^  name  of  knighlhood  he  did  diaarow; 
^ud,  hanging  up  bia  armes  and  warlike  gpOfle, 

^lom  all  this  worlda  incombrance  did  himaelfe  asaoyle. 

^  [e  thence  them  led  into  hia  hermitaee, 
^lettiDg  tlieir  Bteedee  to  graze  upon  Uie  greene; 
.    null  was  his  house,  and,  like  a  little  cage, 
_^  'or  his  owne  tume ;  yet  inly  neate  and  elene, 

)eckt  with  greene  bougbes  and  flowers  gay  beaeenei. 
.^lierein  he  them  full  fairc  did  entertaine 
fot  with  such  forged  showes,  as  fitter  beene 
'or  courting  foole?  that  curtesies  would  faine 
_3iit  nitii  entire  alTcctiou  and  appearaunce  plains. 

Jet  was  their  fare  but  homely,  inch  as  hee 
■^Md  use  hia  feeble  body  to  euBtaioe ; 

rhe  ifhich  full  gladly  they  did  take  in  glee, 
^  3uch  as  it  was,  ne  did  of  want  complaine, 
"ilut,  being  well  aulHz'd,  them  reeted  faine: 

Bnt  fair  berenc  all  night  could  take  no  rest, 


^  Had  given  them,  whose  griefs  through  Buflrannce  si 

So  all  tliat  night  they  past  in  great  disease,  4i. 

mi  that  the  morning,  bringing  earely  liaht 
1o  guide  mens  labours,  brought  them  also  ease, 
Joid  some  aeswagemeat  of  their  painfull  plight. 
^Then  up  they  rose,  and  gan  them  selves  to  dight 
"TJnto  their  ioumey;  but  that  squire  and  damo 
^o  faint  and  feeble  were,  that  they  ne  might 
^Endure  lo  travell,  nor  one  foote  to  frame :  [were  lame 

"Tnieir  hearts  were  sicke;  their  aides  were  sorei  their  feett 

^Hierefore  the  prince,  whom  great  affaires  in  mynd  JJ 

TVouId  not  permit  to  make  there  lenger  stay. 
Was  forced  there  to  leave  them  both  behjnd 
^n  that  good  hermits  charge,  whom  he  did  pray 
*To  tend  them  well :  So  forth  he  went  his  way, 
And  with  him  eke  the  salvage  (that  whyleare 
£eeing  his  royal  usage  and  array 
~Waa  greatlj  ^towdc  in  Jove  of  that  brave  pwei 
'Would  neeae»  depart;  a«  shall  declared  be  daOTAu9X«> 
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Utt  TbTpiiiF  dot-h  dcfrdic  lad  shAHu 
For  hit  Ulc  rULuiia. 

Ko  wounJ.  which  vulike  bar-    aFenemy  I 

iDflictn  Hitli  dint  of  aword.  »       Tsdnlh  tight 

Ai  dolh  the  povSDOnsstii  -h  infamj' 

Infixptb  in  the  name  oft       .  .  igUt : 

For,  by  no  art  nor  any  lein.ui«  :  ught. 

It  ever  can  rpcured  be  aeaine ; 

Ne  all  the  Hicill.  n-hicb  tlist  immortoll  sprijdit 

Of  Ppdaljriiis  did  in  it  rrlaine. 

Can  remedy  such  burU ;  such  hurts  an?  hellish  paiv. 

Surh  «"pre  the  wonnds  the  whu'li  thit  blatant  itftst        ' 

Hade  ia  liie  btidits  tif  tlut  sijuiri.'  ajiJ  Joiiie  ; 

And,  beinir  sueh,  were  now  much  more  incrraxt 

For  want  of  laking  beede  unto  the  same. 

That  now  comipt  and  ciirelewe  tliey  become : 

How  be  that  cnreftiU  hermite  did  his  best, 

"Wilh  many  kindes  of  medicines  meete,  to  tamo 

The  po.v^noua  humour  which  did  most  infest 

Their  tiuickUng  wounde,  and  eveir  day  them  di^y  drat 

For  he  risbt  well  in  leaches  craft  wag  scene  j 

And.  throuch  the  lon^  experience  of  his  dayei; 

Which  had  in  many  fortune*  tossed  beene 

And  past  tbrouKb  many  perilloiui  a«aayes. 

He  knew  the  diverse  went  of  mortall  wayeft. 

And  in  the  mindet  of  men  )iad  ureat  insi^rht ; 

'Which  with  Boge  counsell,  when  they  went  astraj. 

He  could  enforme.  and  ihem  reduce  ariftht ; 

And  all  the  passioDS  heale,  which  wound  the  weaker  qri^ 

For  whylome  he  had  beoe  a  dongfatj  knight, 
Aa  any  one  that  lived  in  hia  daies, 

And  proved  oft  in  many  periilous  fight. 
In  which  he  kthcc  and  (clory  wonoe  alwaiec. 
And  in  all  battels  bore  away  the  baies ; 
But  being  now  atlaebt  n  ith  timely  age. 
And  wean  ol  ftiw.  ■«<«\4*  -aiuyivW.  vu«s. 
He  tooVe  timwWB  Mn\.o  vV*^CTTO\\a«(. 


THl  FlZBIl  QVBIKB. 

e  day,  m  Tie  was  iearching  of  ttieir  womids, 

I  found  tb&t  they  liad  festred  privily; 

d,  rancklias  inward  ffitli  uarulj  stoonda. 

B  inner  parts  no<r  aan  to  putrify, 

Mt  quite  they  aeem  d  past  helpe  ol'snrgeiy; 

A  rather  needed  to  be  diaciplinde 

tb  hole«ome  reede  of  sad  Hobriety, 

rule  the  Btubbame  raee  of  passion  blinde; 

9g  lalne  to  eoery  tore,  hut  eouHMU  to  the  minia, 

taking  them  Kpart  into  hifl  cell, 
to  that  point  fat  apeaches  gnu  to  frame, 
he  the  arc  of  words  knew  wondrous  well, 
d  eke  could  doe  as  well  as  say  the  same; 
d  thus  he  to  them  aayd;  "F^re  daughter  dame, 
d  you,  faire  Boaae,  which  here  thus  long  now  lie 
piteous  languor  siuce  ye  hither  came; 
TSiinc  of  me  yo  hopo  for  rcmcdie, 
d  I  Ukewiae  m  raiae  doe  salves  to  yoa  appksi 

^or  in  yoorselfe  your  onely  helpe  doth  lie 
heale  youraelves.  and  must  proceed  alone 
om  your  owne  will  to  cure  your  maladie. 
ho  can  him  cure  that  will  be  cur'dofnoneP 
therefore  health  ye  seeke,  observe  tbia  one : 
rat  learne  your  outward  senses  to  refraine 
t>in  things  that  stirre  up  frailc  afioctio: 
anr  eiee.  your  earea,  your  tongue,  vour 
»in  that  they  moat  aiflect,  and  : 

For  from  those  outward  sencea,  ill  affected, 
le  aeede  of  all  this  evill  firat  doth  spring, 
rhich  at  the  6r8t,  before  it  had  iufected, 
!ote  easie  he  aupprest  with  little  thing: 
ut,  being  Krowcn  strong,  it  forth  doth  bring 
irrow,  ana  aaeruiah.  and  impatient  paine, 
1  th'  inner  parte ;  and  lastly,  scattering 
ontagious  poyaon  close  through  every  vaine, 
never  reaCa  till  it  hATe  wrought  hia  fiaall  baae. 

For  that  beaates  teeth,  which  wonnded  you  tofoK, 

re  BO  exceeding  venemoua  and  keeue, 

lade  all  of  maty  .ttoq  ranckling  aore, 

hat.  where  they  bite,  it  booteth  not  to  weene 

fith  salve,  or  antidote,  or  other  mene, 

,  ever  to  amend :  ne  marvaile  ought ; 

or  tiiat  aame  beast  waa  bred  of  hellL^h  strene, 

od  Ions  in  darlaorna  itygina  dea  upbrought, 

^fot  offoaieEchidaa,  as  in  bookea  is  tajgUt. 
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At  siaht  theret>f,  and  from  ber  prewtKv  fles: 
Yet  aid  ber  Tace  and  former  puts  professe 
A  faireyouns  mayilec,  full  of  comelj  glt«; 
But  sU  her  hinder  parU  did  plninp  expresse 
A  monalToua  dragon,  fiiu  full  iniliiii  ii 

"  To  her  the  gods,  for  her  to  dr*«dfoll  faoc 

In  fearefull  durknesse.  furlh       Trom  the  skic 

And  from  the  eaHb.  appoint       lave  hir  pUtr 

Monaet  rocks  and  caves,  whi^.c  she  earouj  dol^Iitl 

In  hideous  horrour  and  obscurivy, 

V!aslme  ihe  strength  of  her  imniortall  ag« : 

There  drd  Typhaon  with  her  compAO/; 

Cntell  TvpliBoti.  whuBc  icmpestuous  na» 

Idakes  th  lienrcns  trembhioft.  and  him  with towH 

"  or  that  oommiition  they  did  then  bpiiet 

This  hellish  dog.  that  hicht  the  blatant  bcasl ; 

A  wieked  monster,  that  liis  toogne  doth  whrt 

Gainst  all,  both  good  aud  bad.  both  most  and  lesL 

And  pours  his  poystiouB  pall  forth  to  infest 

The  noblect  n iirhls  nith  notable  defame ; 

If  e  ever  knisht  that  bore  so  lofty  creast. 

He  ever  lady  of  so  honest  name. 

But  he  them  spotted  with  reproch,  or  semte  shuaf. 

"  In  Taine  therefore  it  were  with  medicine 

To  gc*  about  lo  salre  such  kind  of  sore, 

That  rather  needi's  wise  read  and  discipline 

Then  outward  salves  thntieay  auptnent  it  more." 

"Aye  me!"  sayd  then  Serena,  sighing  sore, 

"■  What  hope  of  heipe  doth  then  for  us  remaine. 

If  that  no  euJves  may  us  lo  health  reston? !" 

"  But  sith  we  need  good  couusell."  sayd  the  swaine. 

"  Aread,  good  sire,  some  couusell  that  maj  us  siuuia 

"  The  best,"  sayd  he,  "  that  I  can  jou  adviif. 

Is,  to  avoide  th'  occasion  of  the  ill : 

For  when  Ihe  raune,  whence  erill  doth  arize, 

Bemoved  is,  lb'  cfleol  surceasetb  still. 

Abstaine  from  pleasure,  and  restraine  your  will  i 

Subdue  desire,  and  bridle  loose  deliglit ; 

Use  ftc&nved  4\t\„  Mxi  WoeKtt "ssiwc  (Ul; 

Shtiti  secttftw,  ani  ijSVe  \n  o^s  i\i^v  -. 


nuu  having  md,  hi*  MckeV  pAtienta 

Did  fcJadly  nnrken  to  hi«  gnve  beheaat, 

had  kept  «o  well  hia  wiae  commaundenientfl, 

nat  in  short  tjmce  their  msUdy  was  ccaat, 

&nd  eke  the  biting  of  that  hannefull  beast 

OTai  throutjblj  heai'd.    Tho  when  they  did  perce&vo 

Iheir  wouads  recur'd,  and  rorceii  reincreast, 

Of  that  good  bermite  both  they  tookc  their  leavT?, 

And  ireat  both  on  their  irqr,  ne  ech  would  other  Icarc : 

Bat  each  the  other  Tow'd  t'  accompany: 

Vw  Udr,  for  that  she  was  much  in  dred, 

XTow  lell  alone  in  great  e:itremityj 

The  squire,  for  that  be  courteous  was  indeed, 

Wonld  not  her  leave  alone  in  her  great  need. 

80  both  together  traveld,  till  they  met 

"^ith  a  faire  mayden  clad  in  raoumiug  weed, 

trpon  a  mancy  iade  unmcetcly  get, 

.And  a  lewd  ^le  her  leading  thorough  diy  and  wet. 

Alt  by  what  meanes  that  shame  to  her  bcrull, 
.And  bow  thereof  hereelfe  she  did  anquite, 
3  must  awliile  forbeare  to  you  to  tell ; 
*ni1  that,  as  comes  by  i-nurve,  I  doe  recite 
^hat  fortune  to  the  llrilon  prince  did  lite, 
Tanuing  that  proud  knight,  the  wbicb  wltileare 


^w  prince,  according  to  former  token, 
Thich  fairc  Serena  to  liini  dvlivereil  had, 
Patau 'd  him  streight ;  in  mind  to  bene  ywroken 
Of  all  the  rile  demeane  and  usage  had, 
With  which  he  had  thore  two  so  ill  bestad : 
Ke  wig:ht  with  him  on  tlint  adventure  went. 
But  that  wylde  man ;  whom  though  be  oft  forbad, 
^  rt  for  no  bidding,  nor  for  being  ijient. 
Would  he  reatraiued  be  from  his  sttendcmenL 

IfriTing  there,  as  did  by  eliaunee  befall, 
Be  found  the  gate  wydc  npe.  mid  in  be  rode, 
Nt  stayd,  till  tbaC  he  caine  ililo  the  bull ; 
Where  lofl  diitnioiinting.  like  a  weani-  lode, 
Ppon  the  ground  with  fei'bic  feete  he  troJe, 
it  he  unable  were  for  rrT.v  neede 
Ta niare  one  foote,  but  iJuTe  initst  make  aIioAg; 
lie  wbyln  the  mirage  man  did  take  his  Bteelei 
Aadia  mxae  ataUe  neare  diil  net  him  Up  to  {ee&O. 


I 
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Ere  long  to  him  a  homely  giootne  there  earner 
Tbut  in  rude  iriee  him  uked  what  be  traa, 
Tlist  durat  to  baldly,  nitliout  Ii-t  or  abmrniB 
InU>  his  lord*  fprbidden  kail  to  passe ; 
To  whiim  tlie  priaoe,  bin  fajniiiif;  lo  emhwe, 
M.Tlde  ftuawer  made,  ho  wsa  bd  emut  kttigU, 
Tlie  which  was  fall'n  into  thi*  feeble  c*«e 
Through  many  v  ounds.  which  lat«^  he  in  &iAi 
Bcreived  had,  and  pr"-'' '"  "''ty  his  ill  plighL 

But  be,  the  more  outTSg  id  bold 

Slernely  did  bid  him  qn  ihraee  aTsant, 

Ordeareabj;  forwhv!  <rd  of  old 

Sid  hate  sU  errant  kc  irh  there  4i>I  hamU 

Ift  lodging  would  to  I  em  smuit ; 

And  therefore  lightly  __.  packe  away, 

T>ol  Rparing  him  with  faitn.  .. ords  to  taunt ; 
And  tJierewitholl  mde  hand  on  him  did  lay. 
To  thruBt  him  out  of  doro  doing  hb  woist  ataay. 

Which  whfn  the  salvage  comminc;  now  in  place 

Beheld,  eftsoones  he  ail  enraged  grew, 

And.  ninning  streigiht  upon  that  Tillaine  baae. 

Like  a  fell  lion  at  him  fiercely  flew. 

And  with  his  teeth  and  nailea,  in  present  ¥ew, 

Hira  rudely  rent  and  all  to  pccces  tore ; 

So  miserably  him  all  helpclesse  slew, 

That  with  ie  noise,  whileat  he  did  londly  lore. 

The  people  of  the  house  rose  forth  in  great  nprae. 

round  Iher  aaw  their  fallow  aUlne, 

might  and  Balva 

Upon  them  (wo  they  fell  with  n  „  

Aid  on  them  layd  bo  huge  and  horribly. 

An  if  they  would  have  slaine  them  preaentl7: 

But  the  twid  prince  defended  him  so  well. 

And  their  assault  withstood  so  mightily. 

That,  maugre  all  their  might,  he  did  repell 

And  beat  them  back,  whilst  many  UDdemeath  him  t 

Tet  he  them  still  so  aharpely  did  ^'Ursew. 

That  few  of  them  he  left  alive,  which  fled, 

Tliose  erill  tidings  to  their  lord  to  shew : 

"Who,  hcariLrt  Iiow  his  people  badly  sped. 

Came  forth  in  hast;  where  whcnas  with  the  dead 

He  saw  the  ground  all  slrow'd,  and  that  same  knigh 

And  salvage  with  their  bloud  fresh  iteeming  red. 

Be  woIen\ft\lm»i■«■\^^i■*Ts.'lV  miiWii.^v§i^4.^ 

And  wi*li  rev«&iiWi\ii  ^*iTi»\ian 'iiMsiXw,^^  qt 


rt  thou  he,  tr&ytor,  that  witli  treuon  vila 

■t  slaine  mj  men  in  thia  nrnnmlj  mBncr, 

d  now  tridmohesC  in  the  pit«ous  Bpoile 

these  poore  folk,  whose  BOnles  with  blai'Ic  dishonor 

d  foule  defame  doe  decke  thj  bloudj  banerf 

e  meede  whereof  shall  Bhorttr  be  thv  shanie, 

d  wretched  end  which  still  attfndeth  on  her." 

Uh  that  himselfe  to  battell  he  did  fniroe ; 

^d  his  forty  f  eomen,  whioh  there  with  him  came. 

itii  dreadfull  force  thef  all  did  him  assaile, 

id  round  about  with  boystrous  strokes  opprcue, 

^  on  bis  shield  did  rattle  like  to  haije 

a  ^eat  tempest ;  that  in  such  distresse 

>  wist  not  to  wbich  side  bim  to  addresse  i 

id  BTermore  that  craven  cowherd  If  night 

U  at  his  baclce  with  heartlesse  heedinesse, 

■ftine  if  he  unwares  him  murther  miahti 

(  oowardize  doth  still  in  Tilliinr  dehght. 

hereof  whenas  the  prince  was  well  aware, 
)  to  bim  tumd  with  furious  intent, 
id  him  against  bis  powre  gan  to  prepare  i 
ke  a  fierce  bull,  that  being  busie  cent 

I  fight  with  many  foes  about  him  ment, 
eUog  some  cnrre  bchinde  his  heeles  to  bite, 
mes  him  about  with  fell  arengemeut : 
likewise  tumde  the  prince  upon  the  kniglit, 

d  layd  at  him  amaine  with  aU  his  will  and  mighL 

ho,  when  he  once  his  dreadfull  strokes  had  tasted 
rat  not  the  furie  of  his  force  abvde, 
t  tum'd  abacke,  and  to  retyre  him  hasted 
rough  the  thick  prease,  there  thinking  him  to  hydei 
t,  when  the  prince  had  once  bim  plainely  eyde, 
foot  by  foot  him  followed  alwav, 
would  him  lutTer  once  to  shrinke  asvde ; 
t,  ioyuing  close,  huge  lode  at  him  dia  lay; 
lO  ^ing  still  did  ward,  and  warding  fly  away. 

t,  when  his  foe  he  still  so  eaer  saw, 
to  bis  heeles  himselfe  he  did  betake, 
iping  unto  some  refuge  to  withdraw; 

would  the  prince  him  ever  foot  forsake 
bereso  he  went,  but  after  him  did  make. 

fled  from  roome  to  roome.  from  place  to  place, 
liylest  every  ioynt  for  dread  of  death  did  qiuk.e, 

II  ]ooVing  after  him  that  did  him  chaae  -, 

tt  made  him  erenaore  iacnase  hia  ipee^B  ''qum- 
*z2 
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e  np  into  tlie  ciiajnber  came                               tG 
IiIm  lovF  nos  Bitliog  all  alone.                                  _ 
'  H  Iml  t.vdm(is  of  her  folke  became, 
d  die  prince  him  overtake  anoiio 
1  vaiue  to  her  him  to  bemonp ; 
1  his  snord  liim  on  the  head  did  anijU-. 

other  thwart  or  flallj'  it  did  Ijtd. 

pred  Steele  did  not  into  hia  brajiieiwii  bjte. 

■lien  the  ladie  saw.  witi  great  affrisht                 1 
tioa  up  began  to  ghrieke  aloud ; 
h  her  ^-arment  coTeriug  him  from  sight, 
under  tier  protection  him  to  shroud; 
iiiB  lowly  at  hia  feet,  her  bond 
r  ktiee.  intrcatinp  him  for  craFe. 
n  him  beaought,  andpra.vd,  and  rowd; 
fh  the  nith  of  her  ao  n-rett-lied  caae, 
d  hia  second  strooke  and  did  hia  hand  abase. 

d  she  then  withdrawing  did  him  dincorer;           S 
w  come  to  liiniselfe  yet  would  not  rise, 

did  lit!  lis  deiui,  aiid  quake,  and  ijujver, 
n  the  prince  his  baseneaa  did  deapiie, 

his  ilnme,  him  seeing  in  nueh  giiize. 

reeonifort  and  from  crouml  to  rearo : 
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lastly,  in  approvance  of  thy  wrong,  35 

w  such  faiatnesse  and  foule  cowardize 
test  shame ;  for  oft  it  falles,  tliat  strong 
Jiant  knights  doe  rashly  enterprize 
for  fame,  or  else  for  exercLEe, 
igfuU  quarrell  to  maintaine  hj  fight ; 
re  through  prowesse  and  their  brave  emprize 
pTcat  worship  in  this  worldes  sight : 
3ater  force  there  needs  to  maintaine  wrong  then  right. 

ince  thy  life  unto  this  ladie  fayre  36 

.  have,  u:ve  in  reproch  and  scome ! 
r  armes  ne  ever  knighthood  dare 
to  professe ;  for  shajne  is  to  adome 

0  brave  badges  one  so  basely  borne; 
ely  breath,  sith  that  I  did  forgive !" 
ing  from  his  craven  bodie  tome 
goodly  armes,  he  them  away  did  give, 
lely  suflfred  him  this  wretched  life  to  live. 

whitest  he  thus  was  settling  things  above,  37 

3  that  ladie  my  Id  and  recreant  knight, 
)m  his  life  he  graunted  for  her  love, 

1  betliinke  him  in  what  perilous  plight 
i  bchynd  him  left  that  salvage  wight 

:8t  so  man^  foes,  whom  sure  he  thought 
i  quite  slaine  in  so  unequal  fight: 
3re  descending  backe  in  haste  he  sought 
le  were  alive,  or  to  destruction  brought. 

he  him  found  environed  about  33 

laughtred  bodies,  which  his  hand  had  slaine; 

ying  yet  afresh  with  courage  stout 

.he  rest  that  did  alive  remaine; 

.  he  likewise  right  sorely  did  constraine, 

»ttred  sheepe  to  seeke  for  safetie, 

le  gotten  had  with  busie  paine 

)f  their  weapons  which  thereby  did  lie, 

^hich  he  layd  about,  and  made  them  fast  to  fiic. 

I  when  the  prince  so  felly  saw  to  rage,  3D 

iching  to  him  neare,  his  hand  he  stayd, 

)ught,  by  making  si^nes,  him  to  asswage: 

hem  perceiving,  streij^ht  to  him  obuyd, 

lis  lord,  and  downe  his  weapons  layd, 

le  long  had  to  his  beasts  bene  trayued. 

s  he  lum  brought  away,  and  up  cony  ay  d. 

w  chamber,  where  that  dame  remayived. 

er  unworthy  knight^  who  ill  Inm  entettayxiS^ 
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Whom  TrhfD  the  aalvage  »air  from  daanj{<«  &ee, 

Stttiog  beside  hia  ladie  there  at  ease. 

He  veil  remembreil  that  the  »aine  was  hee. 

Which  lately  sought  his  lord  for  lo  displease: 

Tho  all  ID  nao  he  ou  him  «treii;ht  did  sease. 

As  if  he  would  in  peecet  liim  hove  rent ; 

And,  were  not  that  the  priuoe  did  him  appecze^ 

He  had  not  left  one  limbe  of  him  univDt : 

But  streight  he  held  his  hand  at  his  comn 


Where  1dm  Blaudina  f^relj'  entertamied 
With  all  the  oonrteoiu  glee  and  fwtaij  fcact 
^nie  which  for  him  she  conld  imagine  best : 
For  well  she  knew  the  wajes  to  win  good  will 
~-  ■-....  -..--     ,(P,t: 


Of  eTei7  wight,  that  were  not  too  infa 

And  how  to  please  the  minds  of  sood  ana  lu. 

Through  tempering  of  her  wor£  and  lookes  I7  w 


Or  to  allure  such  fondlings  wlioni  she  trayned 

Into  her  trap  unto  Iht'ir  onue  deca.v  : 

ITiereto,  when  needed,  she  could  neepe  and  pra^. 

And  when  her  listed  she  could  fawne  and  flatter; 

K^ow  smjling  smoothly  like  to  sommrra  da.v. 

Kow  glooming  sadly,  so  to  choke  her  matter  [ 

Tet  were  her  words  but  wynd,  and  all  bor  tears  bat  wi 

Whether  such  grace  were  given  her  by  k.md. 

As  women  wont  their  guilefuU  wits  U>  guyde ; 

Or  leamd  the  art  to  please,  I  doe  not  fynd : 

This  well  I  wote,  that  she  so  well  applyde 

Ber  pleasing  tongue,  that  soon  she  pacifyde 

The  itTathfuil  prince,  and  wrought  her  husbands  peace 

VTho  nathelesse.  not  tlierewith  natisfyde. 

His  rancorous  despiehl  did  not  relcasse, 

Ke  secretly  from  thought  of  fell  revenge  ai 


For  all  that  night,  the  whyles  the  prince  did  rest 

In  carelesae  couch  not  weeting  what  was  ment. 

He  watclit  in  close  awaj-t  with  weapons  prest. 

Willing  to  worke  hia  Tillenous  intent. 

On  him,  that  h»d  so  shamefully  liim  shcnt: 

Yet  dunt  he  not  for  very  cowardiie 

Effect.  Ite  BMtve.  "kV-X^sX,  sSi  'One  m^t.  waa  SQeDt* 

The  morrow  -neTA  >.Ve  otvqm:  &i  ^av^  tvi*. 

And  paMcdlorti^  ^o&«w\Ba^ii*.  wiSia-^ 
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CANTO  vn. 

Tnrpine  is  baAild ;  his  two  knlgtitg 
Doe  gaine  their  treasons  meed. 

Fayre  Mirabellaes  panishment 
For  lores  disdaine  decreed. 

l[jtK7t  88  the  grentle  hart  itselfe  bewrajes 

In  doing  gentle  deedes  with  franke  aelight, 

iEven  so  the  baser  mind  itselfe  displaces 

In  cancred  malice  and  revengefull  spight : 

For  to  maligne,  t'  envie,  t'  use  shifting  slight^ 

Be  arguments  of  a  rile  donghill  mind ; 

Which,  what  it  dare  not  doe  by  open  might, 

To  worke  by  wicked  treason  wayes  doth  find. 

By  such  discourteous  deeds  discovering  his  base  kind. 

That  well  apnears  in  this  discourteous  knight» 

The  coward  Turpine,  whereof  now  I  treat; 

"Who  notwithstanding  that  in  former  fight 

He  of  the  prince  his  life  received  late, 

Yet  in  his  mind  maliiious  and  ingrate 

He  gan  devize  to  be  aveng'd  anew 

For  all  that  shame,  which  kindled  inward  hate : 

Therefore,  so  soone  as  he  was  out  of  vew, 

Himselfe  in  hast  he  arm*d,  and  did  him  fast  pursew. 

Well  did  he  tract  his  steps  as  he  did  ryde, 

Yet  would  not  neare  approch  in  daungers  eye. 

But  kept  aloofe  for  dread  to  be  descry de, 

Untill  fit  time  and  place  he  mote  espv. 

Where  he  mote  worke  him  scath  ana  villeny. 

At  last  he  met  two  knights  to  him  unknowne. 

The  which  were  armed  both  agreeably. 

And  both  combynd,  whatever  chaunce  were  blowne. 

Betwixt  them  to  divide  and  each  to  make  his  owne. 

To  whom  false  Turpine  comming[  courteously. 

To  cloke  the  mischiefe  which  he  inly  ment, 

Gan  to  complaine  of  ^at  discourtesie, 

Which  a  straunge  knight,  that  neare  afore  him  went. 

Had  doen  to  him,  and  his  deare  ladic  shent ; 

WTiich  if  they  would  afibrd  him  ayde  at  need 

For  to  avenffe  in  time  convenient, 

They  Bhoula  accomplish  both  a  knightly  deed. 

Ana  for  their  painee  obtaine  of  htm  a  goodiy  meed* 


i 


TiiB  Icni^ta  belMt'd  (bat  all  bo  eavd  v&»  treir ; 
And,  heme  freah  and  ful!  of  youtbly  spright. 
Were  e'^d  to  heaie  of  tlmt  adventupe  new. 
In  whicli  thej  mote  make  triall  of  their  miglit 
TMiieh  never  jet  ttey  lind  aporovd  in  fight. 
And  eke  il^iroua  or  the  oflred  meed : 
Said  then  the  one  of  them ;  *'  Where  ia  tbat  iri^l; 
The  which  hnlh  doeu  lo  thee  tliia  nTOiigfuU  de  d. 
That  we  ma;  it  avenge,  and  f.-oiih  kioi  with  apeodP* 

'  He  rides,"  said  Tuniine.  " '   sfB  not  Imrrc  a&x^    ^^ 
With  a  wjld  man  Boft  foo  )j  hia  ajde  j  ^5 

Thai,  if  ye  liat  to  basK-  a  !         lore,  V 

Ye  inay  Ittra  overtake  in  t —     -  tyde."  ^H 

EFtsAones  they  prii^ked  forth    ith  fonraid  pndoi  ^^ 
And.  ere  that  Me  while  the}  .idden  had. 
The  gentle  priQe«  not  furre  airij  they  epy de, 
Ending  a  BofUy  pace  wttb  portanoe  ud. 
Deviling  of  hia  love  more  then  of  daun^fer  drsil. 

Tlken  one  of  them  aloud  unto  him  ciyde. 

Bidding  him  tume  againe ;  "  False  trai-tonr  knigLt, 
Foule  woman- n-ronijiT !"— for  he  him  defj-de. 
With  that  they  bolh  at  once  with  equall  gpicht 
Did  bend  their  spearca.  and  both  with  cqualTmight 
A^inat  him  ran ;  but  tb'  one  did  misse  his  marke, 
And  being  carried  with  hia  force  forthright 
Glannst  swiftly  by;  like  lo  that  heavenly  aparke. 
Which  glj-ding  tluough  the  ayre  bghta  all  tl^  ]ie«veni  du 

But  th'  other,  ayming  better,  did  him  smit« 

Full  in  the  shield  with  so  impetuous  pon-re. 

That  all  hia  launce  in  peccea  ahivcrpfl  quite. 

And  scattered  all  about  fell  on  the  flowre : 

But  the  stout  prince  with  much  more  steddy  atowre 

Full  on  his  bever  did  him  strike  so  sore. 

That  the  cold  steel  through  piercing  did  devowre 

His  vilail  breath,  and  to  the  ground  him  bore, 

'niierc  atill  he  bathed  lay  in  bis  own  bloody  gore. 

As  when  a  cast  of  faulcons  make  their  flight 

At  an  hemeshaw,  that  lyca  aloft  on  wing. 

The  whylea  ihey  atrikc  at  him  with  hcedlesae  might. 

The  warie  foule  his  bill  dolb  backward  wrinii; 

On  which  the  firat,  nhoae  force  her  first  doth  bring, 

Herselfe  quite  through  the  bodie  doth  engore. 

And  fallctli  donmc  to  ground  like  senselesse  thing ; 

But  tW  otbcr,  no*.  60  ««\ft,  »&  «Vfe\iiAcivc, 
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'Br  this  the  other,  which  was  passed  by,  10 

Himsolfe  recovering,  was  retnm'd  to  nght; 

Where  when  ho  saw  his  fellow  lifelesse  ly. 

He  much  was  daunted  of  so  dismal  sight; 

Yet,  nought  abating  of  his  former  spight, 

Iiet  drive  at  him  with  so  malitious  mynd. 

As  if  he  would  have  passed  through  him  quight: 

But  the  stcele-head  no  stedfast  hold  coula  fynd. 

But  glauncing  by  deceiv'd  him  of  that  he  desynd. 

19'ot  so  the  prince:  for  his  well-learned  speare  11 

Tooke  surer  hould,  and  from  his  horses  backe 

Above  a  launces  length  him  forth  did  beare. 

And  gainst  the  cold  hard  earth  so  sore  him  strake. 

That  all  his  bones  in  pceces  nigh  he  brake. 

Where  s  'eing  him  so  lie,  ho  lefl  his  steed. 

And,  to  him  leaping,  vengeance  thought  to  take 

Of  him,  for  all  nis  former  follies  meed. 

With  flaming  sword  in  hand  his  terror  more  to  breed. 

The  fearefull  swayne  beholding  death  so  nie  12 

Cryde  out  aloud,  for  mercic.  him  to  save ; 

In  lieu  whereof  he  would  to  him  descrio 

Great  treason  to  him  meant,  his  life  to  reave. 

The  prince  soone  hearkned.  and  his  life  forgave. 

Then  thus  said  ho :  *'  There  is  a  straunger  knight, 

The  whicli,  for  promise  of  great  meed,  us  drave 

To  this  attempt,  to  wreake  his  hid  despi^ht. 

For  that  himselfe  thereto  did  want  sumcient  might" 

The  prince  much  mused  at  such  villenie,  13 

And  sayd :  "  Now  sure  ye  well  have  eam*d  your  meed ; 

For  th'  one  is  dead,  and  th'  other  soone  shall  die, 

Unlcsse  to  me  thou  hither  bring  with  speed 

Tlie  wretch  that  hyr'd  you  to  this  wicked  deed." 

He  glad  of  life,  and  willing  eke  to  wreake 

The  guilt  on  him  which  did  this  mischicfe  breed. 

Swore  bv  his  sword,  that  neither  day  nor  wceko 

He  would  surceasse,  but  him  whereso  he  were  would  seoke. 

So  up  he  rose,  and  forth  streightway  he  went  14 

Backe  to  tlie  place  where  Turpine  late  he  lore ; 

There  he  him  found  in  great  astonishment, 

To  see  him  so  bedight  with  bloodic  gore 

And  griesly  wounds,  that  him  appalled  sore. 

Yet  thus  at  lengtli  he  said ;  "  How  now,  sir  knight, 

What  meaneth  this  which  here  I  see  before  ? 

How  foTtuneth  thia  foule  uncomely  plight, 

So  different  from  that  which  carat  ye  seeia  dm  f\v!^V.V 


^^* 


j 


"  Perdie,"  enid  he,  "  in  erill  hoore  it  reU, 

That  ever  I  for  meed  did  underUlce 

Bo  bard  a  ta~ke  as  hfe  for  hyre  to  bf U ; 

The  which  I  earst  adrentur'd  for  your  rake ; 

"W'ilnesEe  the  woundB,  and  this  nid?  bloodie  takti, 

"Which  ye  may  ace  yet  ill  about  me  stntne. 

Therefore  noir  yeeld.  ox  ye  did  pn>imse  maVe, 

ilj  due  ronard,  the  vhiiih  rii[ht  nell  I  deeme 

I  ycaroed  hare,  tL&t  lu'i  ^  <.     irely  did  re<Wtne.' 

"  Bnt  where  then  is,"  quolh  he  halfc  wrothfuHr. 
"■WTiere  it  tlie  bootie,  whicb  therefore  I  bought. 
Tliat  cursed  caytire,  my  strong  enemr. 
That  recreant  knight,  whose  lulled  life  Taoiiicht? 
And  where  n  eke  ,iour  Iriead  which  halfe  il  oii^r 


Did  sby  apiine.  as  ye  may  see  tlierc  in  the  stoand." 

Hereof  false  TNirpin  iras  Ml  glad  and  flune. 

And  needs  with  him  gtreight  to  the  place  would  rjde, 

Where  he  himselfe  might  see  his  foeman  slaine  ; 

For  else  his  feare  could  not  bi'  satislyde. 

So,  as  they  rode,  he  saw  the  way  all  dydo 

AVith  streames  of  hloud  i  which  tnictinff  by  the  trule> 

Ere  lonfr  they  came,  wbeoas  in  evill  tyde 

That  other  swayne,  bke  ashes  deadly  pale. 

Lay  in  the  Up  of  death,  rewing  his  wretched  balet 

Mneh  did  the  craven  seeme  to  mone  hia  ca»e. 

That  for  his  sake  his  dcare  life  had  forgone ; 

And,  him  bewaj-ling  with  aiTectioa  base. 

Did  count  rfeit  kind  piitie  where  was  none  : 

For  Where's  no  courage,  there's  no  ruth  nor  moneb 

Thence  passing  forth,  not  farre  away  he  foood 

'S\'hereaa  the  prince  himaelfe  lay  all  aloae, 

JjOOsely  displayd  upon  the  pissie  ground. 

Possessed  of  sweete  slecpe  that  Infd  him  aoft  in  Bwoiind. 

Wearie  of  traTell  in  his  former  fight. 

He  there  in  shade  himselfe  had  layd  to  rest. 

Having  his  armes  and  warlike  things  nndight, 

FeareleBse  of  foes  that  mole  his  peace  molest ; 

The  whyies  his  salvage  pace,  that  wont  be  prest, 

"Was  wandrcd  in  the  wood  another  way. 

To  doc  eoQie  l^a;^, tJoe,^ !<«c^a?<i  to  him  beet; 

The  w\uieB^uB\ot4\tl«^V^wiOTs^Q^!t^Ks, 

like  to  tile  (neiiva&  sVfcrtt  «&jcc;i.i™i,  &kvc^  ti^. 
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Whom  whenas  Tarpin  saw  so  loosely  laydt  20 

Se  weened  well  that  he  indeed  was  deao, 
Xike  as  that  other  knight  to  him  had  sayd : 
.Sot,  when  he  nigh  approcht,  he  mote  aread 
^Blaine  signes  in  nim  of  life  and  livelihead. 
Wnereat  much  griey'd  against  that  straunger  knight, 
'That  him  too  lignt  of  credence  did  misleacC 
Sb  would  have  oacke  retyred  from  that  sight, 
^Diat  was  to  him  on  earth  the  deadliest  despight. 

Sot  that  same  knight  would  not  once  let  him  start :         21 

^ffat  plainely  gan  to  him  declare  the  case 
Of  aU  his  mischiefe  and  late  lucklesse  smart ; 
How  both  he  and  his  fellow  there  in  place 
Were  vanooished,  and  put  to  foule  disgrace; 
And  how  that  he,  in  lieu  of  life  him  lent, 
Had  Tow'd  unto  the  victor,  him  to  trace 
And  follow  through  the  world  whereso  he  went» 
TQl  that  he  him  oehTered  to  his  punishment. 

Jb,  therewith  much  abashed  and  affrayd  22 

Bmn  to  tremble  every  limbe  and  vaine ; 

And,  soffclv  whispering  him,  entirely  prayd 

r^advize  him  better  tnen  by  such  a  traine 

Him  to  betray  unto  a  straunger  swaine ; 

Yet  rather  counseld  him  contr4rywize, 

Biih  he  likewise  did  wrong  by  him  sustaine, 

To  iovne  with  him  and  vengeance  to  devize, 

Whylest  time  did  offer  meanes  him  sleeping  to  surprize. 

XTathelesse,  for  all  his  speach,  the  gentle  knight  23 

Would  not  be  tempted  to  such  villenie, 
Begarding  more  his  faith  which  he  did  plight^ 
All  were  it  to  his  mortall  enemie, 
Then  to  entrap  him  by  false  treacherie : 
Great  shame  in  lieges  blood  to  be  embrew'd  I 
Thus  whyleat  they  were  debating  diverslie, 
The  salvage  forth  out  of  the  wood  issew'd 
^  Backe  to  uie  place,  whereas  his  lord  he  sleeping  rew'd. 

There  when  he  saw  those  two  so  neare  him  stand,  2i 

He  doubted  much  what  mote  their  meaning  bee ; 
And,  throwing  downe  his  lond  out  of  his  hand, 

go  weet,  ^at  store  of  forrest  frute  which  hee 
ad  for  his  food  late  gathered  from  the  tree,) 
Himselfe  unto  his  weapon  he  betooke. 
That  was  an  oaken  plant,  which  lately  hee 
Sent  by  the  root:  which  he  so  sternly  ahooke, 
TbtUliie  an  bazell  wand  it  quivered  and  quooVe. 
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■Wlicreat  tte  prince  Bwakine,  wlifn  be  ^>jde 
The  trajtour  Turpin  with  tliat  other  LiiieJit, 
He  Blarted  up :  aad  snauhing  neire  tiis  «jde 
His  tnistie  Btrord.  tlie  Kcrrant  of  Ilia  migliU 
like  ft  ffU  l.von  leaped  to  him  hgLt, 
Aiid  hia  left  himd  upon  his  txAlv  Isjrd. 
Therewith  the  covheard,  deaded  witfa  aSti^tt, 
Fell  flat  to  ground,  ne  word  unto  him  mjd. 
But,  holding  up  his  hands.  i  '  h  aileoce  mercie  pr 

But  he  so  liiU  of  indifmi  "sa, 

That  to  his  prayer  noug  irould  incline 

But,  as  bo  laj  upon  the  uu;  ed  pm.. 
His  foot  he  set  on  hb  rile  i  te.  in  ^^e 
Of  servile  joke,  that  noble<  ..arts  repine. 
Then,  letting  bini  aii«e  lilie  nbicct  thrall, 
Be  can  to  hini  obiect  hia  haynooa  erime. 
Ana  to  rerile.  and  rate,  and  reercant  etIX. 
And  Instlj  to  deepoyle  of  kuightly  baonermD. 

And  after  all,  for  m 

He  br  the  lieeiea  hi -^ , 

And  bafiuld  so.  that  all  wtiieh  passed  bj 

The  piclure  of  hia  pu'  i-ihment  might  see, 

.■*nd  by  the  hke  enwiniple  warned  bee. 

However  they  tUrouah  ir.  ason  doe  trespSsse, 

But  tume  we  now  backe  (o  that  ladie  free, 

Whom  late  we  lefV  ryding  upon  an  asse. 

Led  by  a  carle  and  foole  which  bj  her  side  did  pass*. 

She  was  a  ladie  of  great  dignitie,  ' 

And  lifted  up  lo  honorable  place, 

Famous  through  all  the  land  of  Faerie ; 

Though  of  meane  parentage  and  kindred  bsjie, 

Tet  deckt  with  wondroua  gifles  of  natures  grace, 

Hat  all  men  did  her  person  much  admire, 

And  praise  the  feature  of  her  goodly  face; 

He  beamesn  hereof  did  kindle  lovely  fire 

In  th'  harts  of  many  a  knight,  and  many  a  gentle  fpon 

But  she  thereof  grew  proud  and  insolent. 
That  none  she  worthie  thought  to  be  her  fei^. 
But  seomd  them  all  that  love  unto  her  ment; 
Yet  was  she  lov'd  of  many  a  worthy  pere : 
tfnivorthy  she  to  be  belov'd  so  dere. 
That  could  not  weigh  of  worlhinesse  aright: 
For  VaiiVw  \a  moTe  ^rit>>i»  Viriidi.  and  cUre, 

The  more  A  w  aimvt  i  o^  -nirai-s  ».■*-  -"^ ' 

And  nobVest  iie  timA  «vst5  -  -*  - 
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coy  damzell  thought  contr^riwize,  30 

h  proud  looks  would  make  her  praysed  more ; 

:,  the  more  she  did  all  love  despize, 

3  would  wretched  lovers  her  aaore. 

red  she  who  sighed  for  her  sore, 

iid  wayle  or  watch  the  wearie  night? 

I  that  list  their  lucklesse  lot  deplore ; 

borne  free,  not  bound  to  any  wight. 

rould  ever  live,  and  love  her  own  delight. 

such  her  stubbome  stifhesse  and  hard  hart,       31 

rretch  for  want  of  remedie 

uish  long  in  life-consuming  smart, 

he  last  through  dreary  dolour  die : 

she,  the  ladie  of  her  libertie, 

t  her  beautie  had  such  soveraine  might, 

b  the  onely  twinckle  of  her  eye 

i  or  save  or  spill  whom  she  would  hight : 

uld  the  gods  aoe  more,  but  doe  it  more  aright? 

the  gods,  that  mortall  follies  vew,  32 

hily  revenge  this  maydens  pride ; 

ight  regarding  her  so  goodly  hew, 

h  at  her  that  many  did  deride, 

she  did  weepe,  of  no  man  mercifide : 

day,  when  thipid  kept  his  court, 
(font  at  each  Saint  Valentide, 
)  which  all  lovers  doe  resort, 
heir  loves  successe  they  there  may  make  report ; 

'd  then,  that  when  the  roules  were  red,  33 

.  the  names  of  all  Loves  folke  were  fyled, 

ay  there  were  missing ;  which  were  dod, 

in  bands,  or  from  their  loves  exyled, 

me  other  violence  despoyled. 

hen  as  Cnjpid  heard,  he  wexed  wroth; 

ibting  to  De  wronged  or  beguyled, 

lis  eyes  to  be  unbhndfold  both, 

might  see  his  men,  and  muster  them  by  oth. 

ind  he  many  missing  of  his  crew,  34 

ront  doe  suit  and  service  to  his  might ; 

1  what  was  becomen  no  man  knew. 

e  a  iurie  was  impau'^ld  streight 

re  of  them,  whether  by  force  or  sleight» 

owne  guilt,  they  were  away  convayd : 

1  foule  lufamie  and  fell  Despight 

dence,  that  they  were  all  betray d 

dred  cruellj  by  a  rebellious  mayd. 
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Fure  Uirsbella  vas  ker  Dune,  whereby 

Ofall  tLoee  crymee  she  there  indited  was: 

All  Khieh  when  Cupid  heard,  he  hy  and  bj 

Id  great  displensure  wil'd  u  capiaa 

Should  issue  forth  fnllfteh  that  scomefull  Inw. 

The  vamuit  stnught  n-na  mnde,  nud  IheniiiilhaQ 

A  bajliefle  errant  forth  in  post  did  pa««. 

Whom  they  by  name  their  Porliunore  did  ctH; 

He  which  doth  Eumniou  love'^  lo  Loves  iudgemeil  biL 

The  damzell  was  nttacht,  taA  tbortly  brooght  ' 

TJoto  the  harre  Vfhereas  she  was  arrayned ; 
Bnt  she  thereto  nould  plead,  nor  aniscre  ought. 
Even  Tor  stuhbomc  pride,  which  her  rcalrayoed: 
So  ludgement  past,  as  is  b j  law  ordayned 
In  caeca  like;  which,  when  at  last  she  itaiv-, 
Ker  slubbome  hart,  which  lore  before  disdajroed, 
Gan  Btoupe;  and.  falling  downe  with  humble  airci 
Cryde  mercie,  to  abate  the  estremitic  of  law. 

The  Sonne  of  Venus,  who  ia  myld  by  kynd,  ' 

But  where  he  ts  prorokt  by  pccvislmesae. 

Unto  her  praj;ers  piteously  encljnd. 

And  did  the  rifour  of  his  doome  reprease  | 

Yet  not  so  freely,  but  that  nathelesse 

He  unto  her  a  penance  did  impose, 

Which  was,  that  through  this  worlds  wyde  wildenft 

She  wander  should  in  eompauie  of  those. 

Till  she  had  aav'd  so  many  loves  as  she  did  lose. 

So  now  she  had  bene  wandriuf;  two  whole  yeare* 

Throughout  the  world,  in  this  uc comely  case. 

Wasting  her  goodly  hew  in  heavie  tearea, 

And  her  good  dayea  in  doloroua  disgrace; 

Yet  had  she  not  in  all  tbeae  two  yeares  space 

Saved  but  two;  yet  in  two  yearea  before. 

Through  her  dispiteous  pride,  whilest  love  lackt  place. 

She  had  destroyed  two  and  twenly  more. 

Aie  me,  how  could  her  love  make  halfe  amends  theretci 

And  now  she  was  uppon  (he  weary  way. 
Whenas  the  ^ntle  squire,  with  faire  Serene, 
Met  her  in  such  misseeming  foule  array; 
The  whiles  that  mighty  man  did  ber  dcmcane 
With  all  the  evill  termes  and  cruel!  means 
That  he  could  make;  and  eeke  that  angry  foole 
Which  follow "d  her,  with  cursed  hands  uncleane 
WluppitiR  \iCT  \n)'rac,  5\i.  «\"iiV».  «iK«Ung  toolo 
Oft  vbifihei  dun^ive  v^e, ^A^tnioEii. v»isnffii&''&Et !isc 
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t  mote  availe  her  to  entreat  40 

th'  other  better  her  to  use ; 
0  wilfiill  were  and  obstinate 
)T  piteoos  plaint  they  did  refuse, 
r  aid  the  more  her  beate  and  bruse : 
he  former  villaine,  which  did  lead 
Qff  iade,  was  bent  her  to  abuse ; 
igh  she  were  with  wearinesse  nigh  dead, 

not  let  her  lite,  nor  rest  a  little  stead : 

3  steme  and  terrible  by  nature,  41 

)f  person  huge  and  hideous, 
much  the  measure  of  man's  stature, 
r  like  a  gyant  monstruous : 
he  was  descended  of  the  hous 
Id  gyants,  which  did  warres  darraine 
le  heaven  in  order  battailous; 
►  great  Orgolio,  which  was  slaine 
re,  whenas  Unas  knight  he  did  maintaine. 

i  were  dreadful!,  and  his  fiery  eies,  42 

l^reat  beacons,  glared  bright  and  wyde, 

:  askew,  as  if  his  enemies 

d  in  his  overweening  pryde ; 

ing  stately,  like  a  crane,  did  stryde, 

itep  uppon  the  tiptoes  hie; 

lie  way  ne  went,  on  every  syde 

about  and  stared  horriblie, 

ith  his  lookes  would  all  men  terrifie. 

10  armour,  ne  for  none  did  care,  43 

it  dreading  any  living  wight; 

acket,  quUted  richly  rare 

[;klaton,  he  was  straungelj  dight; 

is  head  a  roll  of  linnen  plight, 

le  Mores  of  Malaber,  he  wore, 

eh  his  locks,  as  blacke  as  pitchy  night, 

ind  about,  and  voyded  from  before ; 

8  hand  a  mighty  yron  club  he  bore. 

Disdaine,  who  led  that  ladies  horse  41 

thick  and  thin,  through  mountains  and  through 
ig  her,  where  she  would  not,  by  force,        [plains, 
T  palfrey  by  the  hempen  raines : 
mme  foole,  which  most  increast  her  paincs, 
*ne ;  who,  having  in  his  hand  a  whip, 
;with  yirks ;  ana  still,  when  she  complaines, 
he  lauffhes,  and  does  her  closeW  qmp, 
r  Bore  lament,  and  bite  her  tender  V\p. 


J 
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3  cmell  li&ndliiig  n-Len  Ihat  tctuire  behdd, 
iw  tboee  Tillaines  lier  so  silileiy  use, 
Btfntle  heart  witb  isdi^nadon  sweld, 
jtui^  could  no  longer  beare  to  great  aboM 
4s  such  a  kdy  so  to  beate  and  bnui' ; 
But,  to  him  stoppiog.  inch  a  stroke  him  lolt, 
Jhat  forst  him  th'  halter  from  ha  hand  lo  looscv 
And.  luaugrc  all  hi«  mipht.  bai'kf  to  relent: 
Elsu  had  he  Burely  there  f^ne  glaine,  or  fowlj 

The  villaine,  trrolli  for  ereetinp  him  so  aoro, 

Gatherfd  himselfe  togeuier  aoone  aKiine, 

And  nith  his  ,vron  button  whidi  he  bore 

Let  drive  at  him  so  dreadrully  amaine. 

That  for  liifi  aaUl<t  he  did  him  constnune 

To  cire  him  ground,  and  shift  to  tiver^  aide^ 

Batner  than  oDce  his  burden  to  siutaute : 

For  bootlcBse  thing  him  seemed  to  abide 

So  mighty  blowes,  or  prove  the  puissaanoe  of  tut  pals. 

lake  M  a  mastiffe  having  at  a  bay 

A  salvage  bull,  whose  cruell  homea  doe  threat 

Desperate  daunger.  if  he  them  nsf^y. 

Traceth  bis  ground,  and  round  about  doth  beat. 

To  spy  where  he  may  some  advanlace  get. 

The  whili^e  the  beast  doth  rage  and  londiv  rore; 

So  did  the  squire,  the  whiles  the  L-arle  diij  fret 

And  fume  in  his  disdaiuefull  mjiid  the  more. 

And  of^ntimea  by  Turmagant  and  Maiiuimd  svore. 

Nathelesae  so  sharpely  still  he  bira  pursewd. 
That  at  advantage  nim  at  last  he  tooke. 
When  his  foote  slipl,  (that  ahp  he  dearely  rewd,) 
And  with  his  jTon  club  to  ground  him  strooke; 
"WTiere  still  he  lay,  ne  out  of  swoune  awooke, 
Till  heavy  hand  the  carle  upon  him  la.vd. 
And  bound  him  fast:  tho  n-hen  he  up  did  tooke 
And  saw  himselfe  captiv'd.  he  wag  dismayd, 
Ne  powre  had  to  witnatond,  ne  hope  of  any  nyd. 

Then  up  he  made  liim  rise,  and  forward  fare. 

Led  in  a  rope  wliich  both  his  hands  did  bynd; 

Ne  ought  that  foole  for  pitty  did  him  spare, 

But  with  his  whip  him  lollowin^  behynd 

Him  oltea  srourg'd,  and  forst  his  feete  to  fynd: 

And  otherwhiles  with  bitter  mockes  and  mowea 

He  would  him  foaxae,  that  to  bis  gentle  mvnd 

Was  mvMiiniote  Brift^ovia^IaCTi^e«CiiKT\iW»;eB-.    Cp^ 

WotdeB  tituise^  «o<aA,  ^»&  ^bMjeA.  ^uA«,  iK.  vt 
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Tena,  when  she  saw  him  fall  60 

yillaines  cluh,  then  surely  thought 

he  was,  or  made  a  wretched  thrall« 

ay  with  all  the  speede  she  mought 

r  safety ;  which  Ions  time  she  sought, 

irough  many  perils  oj  the  way, 

ine  to  Calepine  was  brouffht : 

liscourse  as  now  I  must  delay, 

llaes  fortunes  I  doe  further  say. 


CANTO  VnL 

Prlnoe  ArUrare  overcomes  DIkUine  i 

Quites  Ml rabell  fhnn  dreed : 
Serena,  found  of  salvages. 

By  Calepine  is  freed. 

idles,  in  whose  soveraine  powre  1 

he  glory  of  his  kingdome  leffc, 

its  of  men,  as  your  eternal  dowre^ 

lines,  of  libierty  bereft, 

ath  unto  your  hands  by  gift ; 

ire  how  ye  the  same  doe  use, 

doe  not  to  tyranny  you  lift ; 

jn  you  of  cruelty  accuse, 

>u  take  that  chiefedome  which  ye  doe  abuse. 

loft  and  tender  are  by  kynde,  2 

h  goodly  gifls  of  beauties  grace, 
ft  and  tender  eeke  in  mynde ; 
and  hardnesse  from  vou  chace, 
ur  other  praises  will  deface, 
'ou  tume  the  love  of  men  to  hate: 
ake  of  Mirabellaes  case, 
the  high  degree  of  happy  state 
retched  woes,  which  she  repented  late. 

thraldome  of  the  gentle  squire,  3 

beheld  with  lamentable  eye, 

?d  with  compassion  entire, 

lamented  his  calunity, 

tr  sake  fell  into  miseiy ; 

ted  nought  for  prayers  nor  for  threat 

r  to  release  or  mollify; 

i  more  that  she  did  them  entreat, 

iejr  him  misuat,  and  cruelly  ^d  beat. 
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forward  on  their  way  did  paa, 
'eviling  and  afflicting  sow. 
mcv  Prince  Arthnre  wili  Sir  Enias, 
ITU  that  nnirteouB  kculit,  whom  he  h 
^g  anbdew'd  jrt  did  to  life  rMlore;) 
f  hum  as  they  approchl,  they  gwi  m 
tr  orudt}',  and  him  ti)  punish  more. 

irpns  and  haling  him  more  vehement. 

As  if  it  then:  aee  '" '■ 


The  RGoire  hi       Ife. 

e  Mw  his  lord 

The  witnesae        lis  v 

eweinpUce. 

Was  much  lutiani'd  i 

an  hempen  corf 

He  like  a  dog  was  le<. 
And  did  hie  had  for  1 

rGca»e. 

^»Kaba»A 

A«  loth  to  eee  or  U 

[all; 

Shame  wotdd  be  h 

'nas  Eniaa 

Beheld  two  sneh.  t.  .,,,  . 

__v,l]aine.thndl. 

His  manJjf  myndf  was  much  emmovod  iherewithall  i 

And  to  the  prince  thni  sayd :  "  Se«  yon,  nr  bug^ 

The  sreatest  ahame  that  ever  eye  yet  saw, 

Yond  lady  and  her  aquire  witK  fbule  despigjit 

Abusde,  af^nat  all  reaaon  and  all  law, 

Without  r««ardof  pitty  or  of  awe! 

See !  how  they  doe  that  aquire  beat  and  revikl 

See  ]  how  they  doe  the  lady  hale  and  draw ! 

But.  if  re  please  to  lead  me  leave  awhile, 

I  will  them  aoone  acquite,  and  both  of  blame  aaacMle^'' 

He  prince  assented ;  and  then  he,  Btreig^tway 

I^ismounling  Kght.  his  ahield  about  him  threw. 

With  which  approachine  thoa  he  gan  to  saj  j 

"  Abide  ye  eaytive  treachetoore  untrew, 

That  have  with  treason  thralled  unto  yoQ 

These  two,  unworthy  of  vour  wretchea  bands; 

And  now  your  crime  with  cruelty  pnraew : 

Abide,  ana  from  them  lay  your  loatlih-  hands ; 

Or  else  abide  the  death  that  hard  before  you  ataada." 

He  Tillaine  stayd  not  annswere  to  invent ; 
But,  with  hie  yron  club  preparing  way, 
His  mindes  sad  meaeage  backe  unto  him  sent ; 
The  which  descended  nilh  such  dreadfnll  swaj". 
That  Beemcd  noucht  the  pouree  thereof  could  atay. 
So  more  Iben  Viettiemng  from  the  lofty  aky  : 
NeKst  the  Vti\^\  lilt  v^TiT^  "CqcwsS  »«i»g , 
Whose  doome  waaica'iv'.^^V^i^'^  *a.^i^ai%"\n, 
'Unwire»4efawi4e4\ua"\nte^AKA,4w!«D:s-. 
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kL  to  leauite  him  with  the  like  againe,  9 

iui  his  snarpe  sword  he  fiercely  at  him  flew, 

d  strodce  so  strongly,  that  the  carle  with  paine 

red  himselfe  but  th^t  he  there  lum  slew ; 

t  saT'd  not  so,  but  that  the  blood  it  drew, 

d  gave  his  foe  good  hope  of  Tictory : 

ao^  therewith  flesht,  apon  him  set  anew, 

d  with  the  second  stroke  thought  certainely 

luKfe  suppiyde  the  first,  and  paide  the  nsuxy. 

k  fortune  aunswerd  not  onto  his  call ;  10 

r,  as  his  hand  was  beared  ap  on  hiffht, 

9  yillaine  met  him  in  the  middle  fidl, 

d  with  his  clab  bet  backe  his  brond-yron  blight 

^radbly,  that  with  his  owne  hands  might 

beaten  t)acke  upon  himselfe  againe 

driren  was  to  ground  in  selfe  despight ; 
sm  whence  ere  he  recoveiy  conld  game, 

in  his  necke  had  set  his  foote  wim  fell  disdaine. 

th  that  the  foole,  which  did  that  end  awayte,  11 

ine  running  in ;  and,  whileat  on  ground  he  lay, 

ide  heavie  nands  on  him  and  held  so  stray te, 

st  downe  he  kept  him  with  his  scomefullsway, 

as  he  could  not  weld  him  any  way : 

)  whiles  that  other  villaine  went  about 

n  to  have  bound  and  thrald  without  delay; 

I  whiles  the  foole  did  him  rerile  and  flout, 

to  yoke  them  two  and  tame  their  oorage  stout. 


when  a  sturdy  ploughman  with  his  hynde  12 

strength  have  overtnrowne  a  stubbome  steare, 
sy  downe  him  hold,  and  fast  with  cords  do  bynde, 
they  him  force  the  buxome  yoke  to  beare : 
iid  these  two  this  knight  oft  tug  and  teare. 
dch  when  the  prince  ^held,  there  standing  by, 
left  his  lofty  steede  to  aide  him  neare ; 
1,  buckling  soone  himselfe,  gan  fiercely  fly 
m  that  carle,  to  save  his  friend  from  ieopardy. 

)  yillaine,  leaving  him  unto  his  mate  13 

be  captiy'd  and  handled  as  he  list, 
Qselfe  addrest  imto  this  new  debate, 
1  with  his  club  him  all  about  so  blist, 
^  he  which  way  to  tume  him  scarcely  wist : 
oetimes  aloft  he  layd,  sometimes  alow, 
w  here,  now  there,  and  oft  him  neare  he  xniit, 
donhthtUx,  that  hardly  one  could  know 
eitiietmoze  wary  were  to  give  or  ward  the  \&o'^% 

Sa  2 
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Mit  yet  the  prince  «o  well  enured  wm 
■ith  Kucb  bilge  strokeB,  spprored  oft  in  fislit, 
Tiat  way  to  them  he  gave  forth  right  to  pas ; 
Je  would  endure  the  daunger  of  their  might. 
Kit  woft  advantage  when  they  downe  did  light. 
T  last  the  caytive  after  long  discourse, 
Jlien  all  his  strokes  he  san  Bvoyded  quite. 
(aolFed  \n  oae  t'  assemble  all  his  force, 

one  end  of  him  without  rath  or  remorse. 

is  dreadfiill  hand  he  heaved  up  aloft, 
Ld  with  his  dreadfull  inatrumont  of  yre 
lioiight  sure  have  pownded  him  to  powder  aoft, 
t  deepe  emboweld  in  the  earth  entyre  j 
■tunc  did  not  with  bis  will  conspire : 
,     e  his  stroke  attayned  hia  intent, 
lie  noble  chitde,  preventing  liis  desire, 
^der  his  clnb  witli  wary  boldnesso  went, 

'    him  on  the  knee  that  never  yet  waa  bent 

Inever  yet  was  bent,  ne  bent  it  now, 

Ibe  the  stroke  ?o  HtrODs  and  pnissant  were, 

int  seem'd  a  marble  pillour  it  could  bow  j 
^t  all  that  leg,  which  did  his  body  bearc, 
I  craclct  throughout,  (yet  did  no  bloud  appeare,) 
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mg  forth  in  teaies,  which  gushed  fast  19 

water-streams,  awhile  she  stayed ; 

rpe  passion  beinff  overpast, 

I  to  her  restord,  then  thus  she  sayd ; 

9n8,  nor  men,  can  me  most  wretched  mayd 

n  the  doome  of  my  desart, 

the  god  of  love  hath  on  me  hiyd, 

d  to  endure  this  direfull  smart, 

ice  of  my  proud  and  hard  rebellious  hart. 

of  youthly  yeares,  when  first  the  flowre  20 

^;an  to  bud,  and  bloosme  delight ; 
)  me  endu'd  with  plenteous  dowre 
rifts,  that  pleasde  each  living  sight; 
r'dofmanyasentleknightf 
nd  sought  with  all  the  service  dew : 
a  one  tor  me  deepe  groand  and  sigh't, 
dore  of  death  for  sorrow  drew, 
og  out  on  me  that  would  not  on  them  rew. 

lem  love  that  list,  or  live  or  die ;  21 

;  die  for  any  lovers  doole : 

leave  my  loved  libertie 

m  that  fist  to  play  the  foole : 

'self  I  learned  had  in  schoole. 

imphed  long  in  lovers  paine, 

g  carelesse  on  the  scomers  stoole, 

at  those  that  did  lament  and  plaine : 

low  repayd  with  interest  againe. 

the  winged  god,  that  woundeth  harts,  22 

be  calld  to  accompt  therefore ; 
vengement  of  those  wrongfull  smarts, 
>  others  did  inflict  afore, 
me  to  endure  this  penaunce  sore ; 
is  wize,  and  this  unmeete  array, 
)  two  lewd  companions,  and  no  more, 
Qd  Scome,  I  throush  the  world  should  stray, 
sav'd  so  many  as  I  earst  did  slay." 

sayd  then  the  prince,  "  the  god  is  iust»  23 

h  veng;eaimce  of  his  peoples  spoile : 

10  law  in  love,  but  all  that  lust 

n  oppresse,  and  painefully  turmoile, 

>me  would  continue  but  a  while. 

B,  lady,  wherefore  doe  you  beare 

)  thus  before  you  with  such  toile, 

^his  wallet  at  jour  backe  arreare, 

9»e  carlet  to  carry  maoh  more  eomidgf  ^enV 
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"  Here  in  thia  botUe,"  »y<i  the  wry  nwrd, 
"  I  put  the  tear*  of  my  rontrition. 
Till  to  the  brim  1  have  it  foU  Aetnjo  : 
And  in  this  bag,  which  Z  behiode  me  don. 


That  aU  wbic)>  I  pat  in  f»i»  out  anon. 

And  ia  behinde  me  trodden  doime  of  Scame, 

Who  mocketh  all  my  paine,  and  Uaghs  the  nuxel  S 

The  infant  hnu-kned  wisely  to  her  tale. 

And  wondred  much  at  Cupids  iado'mcDt  viM, 

That  cotdd  to  meekly  make  proad  tmrfa  m-nlti. 

And  wreake  hiineelfe  on  them  that  him  dwpiw. 

Then  Bufiiv d  he  Disdaine  up  to  ariae, 

"Who  WW  not  able  up  himselfe  to  rrare, 

Br  mcanes  hia  \eg.  tomugh  his  lat«  lucUesse  pnM^ 

Tfas  erafkt  in  tn-aine.  but  by  his  foolish  fi-ar« 

Was  holpea  op,  who  fiira  suiiportt-d  standing  neaie. 

But  being  up  he  lookt  agains  alaft. 

As  if  he  never  had  receired  faU ; 

And  with  Bteme  eye-browi  stared  at  him  of^ 

At  if  he  would  have  daant«d  him  withall : 

And  standing  on  hia  tiptoes,  to  aeeme  tall, 

Downe  on  Lis  golden  feete  be  often  S'^od, 

As  if  iDch  pride  the  other  ootdd  apMl ; 

"Who  WM  so  hr  irom  beins  ought  anuaad. 

Ibat  he  his  lookea  deapisea,  and  hia  boiwt  diapwiiad 


Wbo  all  this  while  stood  there  bende  tl 
ITnwillinK  to  be  knowne  or  seene  at  all. 
He  from  those  bands  weend  him  to  hare  uniroaad; 
But  wh^  approaching  noare  he  plainely  foottd 
It  was  his  owne  true  groome,  the  gentle  aqairek 
He  thereat  weit  ciceolingly  astoond. 
And  him  did  oft  embrace,  and  oA  admir«. 
JSe  could  with  seeing  satiafie  hia  great  deore. 

Meane  while  the  salvage  man,  when  he  b^beld 
That  huge  great  foole  oppressing  th'  other  ktiifdi^ 
Whom  with  his  weight  unweldy  downe  be  bd4 
He  flew  upon  him  like  a  greedy  kight 
Unto  some  carrion  offered  to  his  sight ; 
And,  downe  him  plucking,  with  his  nnlea  uid  teetb 
Gan  lum  to  Wle ,  voA,  Verara,  kA  Kxi0ji&^  vuL  bits  ; 
And,  fifom  \»Bi  WlBM^Ja  owns  Vla^.  ■eorewiS^ 
80  WKe  bimaocwceeUi.<bBX'Cae^^»<ia%Enmn^^&m 


And  sure  I  weene,  had  not  tha  ladies  cry  29 

Procur'd  the  prinoe  hia  oraell  hand  to  stay. 

He  wonld  with  whwpixiff  him  have  done  to  dye : 

But.  bein^  cheokt,  he  did  abitaine  streightway' 

And  let  him  rise.    Then  thna  the  prince  gan  say ; 

'*Now,  lady,  aith  your  fortunes  thus  dispose, 

^lliat,  if  ye  list  have  Hberty ,  ye  may ; 

Unto  vourselfe  I  freely  leave  to  chose, 

'Whether  I  shall  you  leaye,  or  firom  these  yillaines  lose." 

*'  Ah  I  nay,  sir  knight,"  said  she,  "  it  mar  not  be,  SO 

But  that  I  needes  must  by  all  meanes  fulfill 

This  penaunce,  which  enioyned  is  to  me, 

lieast  unto  me  betide  a  greater  ill: 

'Yet  no  lesse  thankes  to  you  for  your  good  wilL" 

80  humbly  taking  leave  she  tumd  aside : 

But  Arthure  witn  the  rest  went  onward  still 

On  his  first  quest,  in  which  did  him  betide 

A  great  adventure,  which  did  him  from  them  devide. 

But  first  it  falleth  me  by  course  to  tell  81 

Of  faire  Serena;  who,  as  earst  you  heard, 

When  first  the  gentle  souire  at  variaunce  fell 

With  those  two  carles,  ned  fast  away,  i^eard 

Of  viUany  to  be  to  her  inferd: 

80  fresh  the  imase  of  her  former  dread. 

Yet  dwelling  in  ner  eye,  to  her  appeard. 

That  every  toote  did  tremble  which  did  tread,  ' 

And  every  body  two,  and  two  she  foure  did  read. 

32 
trough  hils  and  dales,  through  bushes  and  through  breres. 
Long  thus  she  fled,  till  that  at  last  she  thought 
Herselfe  now  past  the  perill  of  her  feares : 
Then  looking  round  about,  and  seeing  nought 
Which  doubt  of  daunger  to  her  offer  mou^t. 
She  from  her  palfrey  lighted  on  the  plaine ; 
And,  sitting  downe,  herselfe  awhile  bethought 
Of  her  long  travail  and  turmoyling  paine ; 
And  often  did  of  love,  and  oft  of  ludce,  oomplaine. 

And  evermore  she  blamed  Calepine,  33 

The  good  Sir  Calepine,  her  owne  true  knight* 

As  th'  onely  author  of  her  wofull  tine ; 

For  being  of  his  love  to  her  so  light. 

As  her  to  leave  in  such  a  piteous  plight. 

Yet  never  turtle  truer  to  his  make. 

Then  he  was  triHe  unto  his  lady  bright: 

Who  all  this  whUe  endured  for  her  sake 

OreatpenJl  of  bis  life,  and  restleeae  poinea  ^oiQl  \xikfi* 


LB  all  her  plaints  elie  bad  dUplajd, 
kU  dieburdeacd  her  eagrisTed  brest 
le  ^raase  herselfc  adowne  she  lajd; 

"" tyrde  nilh  tntvell,  and  oppreat 

,  tike  betooke  heraclie  to  rest: 

Ldulest  in  Morpheus  boeome  safe  she  l»j 
e  of  ought  that  mote  her  peace  molest, 
:une  did  her  safety  betray 
I  strange  nuBcbauuce,  that  meoac'd  her  decay. 

je  wrlde  deaerts,  where  she  now  abode, 
IdireH  a  salvage  nation,  whiih  did  lire 
Uth  and  fipoiie,  and  makini;  nightly  rodo 
ir  neighbours  borders;  ne  did  give 
vea  to  any  trade,  (na  for  to  drive 
Binofull  plough,  or  att«Il  for  to  breed, 
^dventrous  merchandize  to  thrive,) 
I  the  labours  of  poor  men  to  food, 

;i'  owne  uecesaitiei  with  others  need. 

uade  one  most  accursed  order, 
esh  of  men,  whom  they  mote  fynde, 
Braimgers  to  devoure,  which  on  their  border 
TDrougbt  by  errour  or  by  wreckfidl  wynde : 
IstrouB  cruelty  gainst  course  of  tynde 
Itowards  evening  wandering  i 


«T^^ 
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So  round  about  her  the^  themBelyes  did  place  S9 

Upon  the  grasse,  and  diyendr  disnose, 
Aa  each  thought  best  to  spend  the  lingring  space : 
Some  with  their  eyes  the  daintest  morsels  chose; 
Some  praise  her  na^ ;  some  praise  her  lips  and  nose ; 
Some  whet  their  Knives,  and  strip  their  elboes  bare ; 
The  priest  himselfe  a  garland  doui  compose 
Of  finest  flowers,  and  with  full  busie  care 
His  bloudjr  vessels  wash  and  holy  fire  prepare. 

Ttn&  damzell  wakes ;  then  all  attonce  upstart,  40 

And  round  about  her  flocke,  like  many  flies. 

Whooping  and  hallowing  on  every  part, 

Aa  if  tney  would  have  rent  the  brasen  skies. 

Which  when  she  sees  with  ffhastly  griefiul  eies. 

Her  heart  does  auake,  and  deadly  pallid  hew 

Benumbes  her  cneeks :  then  out  aloud  she  cries. 

Where  none  is  ni^  to  heare,  that  will  her  rew. 

And  rends  her  golden  locks,  and  snowy  brests  embrew. 

Bat  all  bootes  not ;  they  hands  upon  her  lay :  41 

And  first  they  spoUe  her  of  her  iewels  deare. 

And  afterwards  of  all  her  rich  array; 

The  which  amongst  them  they  in  peeces  teare 

Aud  of  the  pray  each  one  a  part  doth  beare. 

Now  being  naked,  to  their  sordid  eyes 

The  goodly  threasures  of  natdre  appeare : 

Which  as  they  view  with  lustfull  fantasyes, 

Beach  wisheth  to  himselfe,  and  to  the  rest  envyes. 

Her  yvorie  neck ;  her  alablaster  brest ;  42 

Her  paps,  which  like  white  silken  pillowes  were 

For  Ix>ve  in  soft  delight  thereon  to  rest ; 

Her  tender  sides ;  her  bellie  white  and  clere 

Which  like  an  altar  did  itselfe  uprere 

To  ofier  sacrifice  divine  thereon ; 

Her  goodly  thighes,  whose  glorie  did  appeare 

like  a  triumphall  arch,  and  thereupon 

The  spoiles  of  princes  hang'd  which  were  in  battel  won. 

Those  daintie  parts,  the  dearlings  of  delight,  43 

Which  mote  not  be  prophan'd  of  common  eyes. 

Those  villeins  vew'd  with  loose  lascivious  sight. 

And  closely  tempted  with  their  crafly  spyes ; 

And  some  of  thcmi  gan  mon^t  themselves  devize 

Thereof  by  force  to  take  their  beastly  pleasure : 

But  item  the  priest  rebuking  did  advize 

To  dare  not  to  pollute  §o  Bacred  threaaiaro 

Vow'd  to  the  gods :  religion  held  even,  tbeey^a  Va  TnfiMBoof 
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g  Btayd,  the;Iii;r  Trom  theni?e  directed                 M 

Gtle  grove  not  faire  oayde, 

h  tUL  altar  shortly  they  erected 

her  oa.     And  now  the  eveiityde 

de  black  winga  had  through  the  heaven*  wyde 

diapred.  that  was  the  tyme  ordayned, 

h  a  disiuall  deede,  their  t^nilt  to  Uyde  : 

ireeni'  turffs  in  altar  soone  they  fayned, 

lit  it  all  with  lloBMS  which  they  nigh  hand  obtajn-.i! 

leaai  nil  things  reodie  were  aright,                       6 

nzeU  was  before  the  altar  set, 

Ireadie  dead  with  fearefull  fright: 

m  the  priest  with  naked  armesi  full  net 

ling  nigh,  and  murxlrouB  knifo  well  whet^ 

tter  close  a  certajue  secret  charmc, 

her  divehsh  ceremonies  met : 

doen,  he  gan  aloft  t' advance  his  arme, 

t  they  shouted  all.  and  made  a  loud  alarmc. 

m  the  bagpypes  and  the  homes  to  shrill               IG 

ieko  aloud,  that,  with  the  peoples  voyco 

d,  did  the  arre  «-ith  terror  fill. 

de  ihe  wood  to  tremble  at  the  noyc* : 

y'les  she  wayld.  the  more  they  did  reioyce. 

)te  ye  understand  that  to  this  grove 
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that  he  thnuis  into  the  thickest  thronff »  49 

sven  at  his  light  hand  adowne  desoends, 

m  j^rerenting  b^B  on  earth  along, 

acnfizeth  to  th*  infemall  feends : 

to  the  rest  his  wrathfoU  hand  he  bends ; 

x>m  he  makes  such  harocke  and  such  hew, 

iwarmes  of  damned  soules  to  hell  he  sends : 

jst,  that  scape  his  sword  and  death  eschew, 

ke  a  flocke  of  doves  before  a  faulcons  yew. 

them  retoming  to  that  ladie  baoke,  50 

a  by  the  altar  he  doth  sitting  find 

taring  death,  and  next  to  death  the  lacke 

ithes  to  cover  what  she  ought  by  kind ; 

fit  her  hands  beginneth  to  unbind, 

hen  to  question  of  her  present  woe ; 

iterwards  to  cheare  with  speaches  kind: 

[le,  for  nought  that  he  could  sa^  or  doe, 

rord  durst  speake,  or  answere  nim  a  whit  thereto. 

^ard  shame  of  her  uncomelv  case  61 

id  conceive,  through  care  of  womanhood, 
though  the  night  £d  cover  her  disgrace, 
be  in  so  unwomanly  a  niood 
d  not  bewray  the  state  in  which  she  stood: 
that  night  to  him  unknown  she  past : 
aj,  that  doth  discover  bad  and  good, 
nng,  made  her  knowen  to  him  at  last : 
nd  whereof  lie  keepe  untill  another  cast. 


CANTO  IX. 

Calidore  hott«8  with  Mellbee, 
And  loves  fajre  PMtorellt 

Coiidon  enTies  him,  yet  he. 
For  ill,  rewaxda  him  well. 

tume  againe  my  teme,  thou  iolly  swayne, 

i  to  the  furrow  which  I  lately  left ; 

ly  left  a  furrow  one  or  twayne 

>ugh'd,  the  which  my  coulter  had  not  clefl^ 

eem'd  the  soyle  both  fayre  and  frutefull  efV, 

it  past ;  that  were  too  great  a  shame, 

so  rich  fruto  i^ould  be  from  us  bereft  *, 

e0  the  great  diabonour  and  defame, 

I  abould  be&ll  to  Cahdorea  immoxlili  tuop 
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BTell  hath  the  gentle  Calidore                             < ' 

le  endured,  sitli  I  left  him  last 

the  blaUnt  bewt ;  which  I  forbore 

1  then,  ft>r  other  present  hast. 

nr  paliiea  and  perils  he  hath  paat.                [plaineii 

i^a.  through  dales,  through  foreats,  and  throng 

same  quest  which  fortune  on  him  cast, 

liB  atchicTed  to  Ub  owne  creat  gainei, 

;  etcmall  glorie  of  his  rcstletae  paines. 

)l7  he  the  monater  did  portew,                                } 

y  nor  night  he  sufired  him  to  rest, 

jd  he  hiffiBelfe  (but  uflturea  dew) 

ad  of  dauDger  not  to  be  redrest, 

r  glouth  foralackt  ao  famoua  quest. 

it  from  court  he  to  the  citties  coursed, 

m  the  cittiea  to  the  townes  him  prest, 

m  the  townes  into  the  eountrie  foned, 

m  tie  country  back  to  private  fannes  he  scotsed. 

lence  into  the  open  fields  he  fled,  ^                           i 
a  the  heardes  were  keeping  of  their  neat, 
iphenrds  ainpuB.  to  their  Bookes  that  fed. 
fsweet  lore  and  jouthes  delightful!  heat; 
>ther  eke  for  all  hia  fesrefuU  threat 
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Ehe  knifllit  was  nothing  nice,  where  was  no  need*  7 

bid  tooke  their  gentle  offer:  so  adowne 

rhar  nrajd  him  sit,  and  gare  him  for  to  feed 

Ineh  nom^  what  as  series  the  simple  clowne^ 

Biat  doth  despise  the  dainties  of  the  towns : 

Eho^  haying  fed  his  fill,  he  there  besyde 

Ibw  a  faire  damgell,  which  did  weare  a  erowne 

H  sondiT  flowres  with  silken  ribbands  lyde, 

rdad  in  home-made  greene  that  her  owne  hands  had  dyde. 

Ipon  a  liile  hillooke  she  was  placed  8 

ui^ier  then  all  the  rest,  and  round  aboat . 

famzon'd  with  a  girland,  goodly  graced, 

H  loTely  lasses;  and  them  all  wiOiont 

ie  Instie  shepheard  swa^nes  sate  in  a  rout. 

Hie  which  didpype  and  sing  her  prayses  dew, 

bid  oft  reio^rce,  and  oft  for  wonder  shout. 

La  if  some  miracle  of  hearenly  hew 

Vere  downe  to  them  descended  in  that  earthly  Tew. 

Ad  soothly  sure  she  was  full  fa3rre  of  face,  0 

nd  perfectly  well  shapt  in  eveiy  lim, 

rhich  she  did  more  augment  with  modest  grace 

nd  comely  carriage  of  ner  count'nance  trim, 

hat  all  the  rest  life  lesser  lamps  did  dim : 

IHio,  her  admiring  as  some  heayenly  wight, 

Hd  for  their  soveraine  goddesse  her  esteeme, 

jid,  caroling  her  name  Doth  day  and  night, 

%d  fa3rre8t  Pastorella  her  by  name  did  night. 

fe  was  there  heard,  ne  was  there  shepheards  swayne      10 

Int  her  did  honour ;  and  eke  many  a  one 

Inrnt  in  her  love,  and  with  sweet  pleasing  payne 

^  many  a  night  for  her  did  sigh  and  grone : 

^t  most  of  all  the  shepheard  Condon 

pf  her  did  languish,  and  his  deare  life  spend; 

?t  neither  she  for  him  nor  other  none 

'd.  care  a  whit,  ne  any  liking  lend : 

lOngh  meane  her  lot,  yet  higher  did  her  mind  ascend. 

*^  whyles  Sir  Calidore  there  vewed  well,  11 

^^  markt  her  rare  demeanure,  which  him  seemed 

Arre  the  meane  of  shepheards  to  excell, 

'that  he  in  his  mind  her  worthy  deemed 
*  \)e  a  princes  paragone  esteemed, 
^  was  unwares  surprisd  in  subtile  bands 

the  blvnd  boy;  ne  thence  could  be  redeemed 
**  any  »kDI  out  of  his  cme]l  hands : 
^agbtJike  the  bird  which  gazing  still  on.  o^ben  i^^ttbda 
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So  stood  he  *tSQ  long  guisK  theraupoD. 

So  any  will  had  thence  to  more  &war. 

Altiough  his  qoest  were  tnm  alorv  mm  gon  t 

But  after  he  had  frd,  yet  did  be  itaj 

And  safe  there  itill,  untill  the  fiyias  day 

Wu  farre  forth  spent,  diKiianinK  aireralj 

Of  Buadrj thiDi^,  u  feQ,  toworke  deUyj 

And  evermoro  hii  apewh  he  did  vpply 

To  th'  heards,  but  taeant  them  to  the  dunseii  iMiOMtj. 

"By  this  the  tnoyiilic  night  sppniching  fast 
Her  deawy  humour  ran  on  th'  earth  to  liied. 
Hist  wam'd  the  shepheards  to  their  home*  to  I 
Their  tender  flock*,  now  bpitt?  fully  fed. 
For  fe»ri'  of  welting  them  before  their  bed : 
Then  came  to  them  a  good  old  ajreii  ayre. 
Wlioce  silver  loekes  bedeckt  bii  l>»rd  and  had, 
"With  sheoheiirda  hooke  in  hand,  and  fit  attvre. 
That  wil'd  the  damzcll  rise ;  the  day  did  doh  eipyi& 

Ha  was  to  weet,  br  eommon  vdoe,  oataemed 

The  father  of  the  fayraat  PartoreU. 

And  of  heraelfe  in  Yeiy  deede  bo  deemed; 

Yet  wu  not  bo;  but,  as  old  atoriea  tell. 

Found  her  by  foTtnne,  which  to  him  befdl. 

In  th'  open  fields  an  infant  left  alone; 

And,  taking  np.  bronght  home  and  Qonraed  weD 

As  hia  owne  chrld;  for  other  he  had  none; 

That  Bhe  in  tract  of  time  aooompted  was  hia  owna. 

She  at  his  bidding  meekely  did  uiae. 

And  Btreight  unto  her  litle  fiocke  did  lare: 

Then  all  the  rest  about  her  rose  likewise. 

And  each  hia  sundrie  ahcepe  with  aereraU  care 

Gathered  toi^ther,  and  them  home>rard  bare : 

Whyleat  CTerie  one  with  heloing  hands  did  atriTe 

Amongst  themselves,  and  did  their  labours  ahare. 

To  heipe  faire  Pastarella  home  to  drive 

Her  fleede  flocke ;  but  Coridon  most  helpe  did  giro. 

Bat  ]tfelibee  (so  bight  that  Rood  old  man) 

Sow  seeing  Cahdore  left  all  alone. 

And  night  turived  hard  at  hand,  began 

Him  to  invito  vnto  his  simple  home; 

'Which  though  it  were  a  cottage  clad  with  kiiDe, 

And  all  things  therein  meane,  yet  better  so 

Tok)dseihenm\lwub«^fi^da  torome. 

ITie  kught  Mi  i^Ia^  w»na  »i *  «v— -*~ 

Being  hJ>  WW  owne  ^n^^  « 
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I  he  was  weloom*d  of  that  honest  qno  17 

>f  his  aged  beldame  homely  well ; 
him  besouffht  himselfe  to  disatlyre, 
rest  himselfe,  till  sapper  time  befell : 
bich  home  came  the  fajrest  Pastorell, 
her  flocke  she  in  their  fold  had  ^de ; 
supper  readie  dight,  thej  to  it  fell 
small  adoe,  and  nature  satisfyde, 
fhich  doth  litle  crave  contented  to  abjde, 

fhen  they  had  their  hunger  slaked  well*  18 

he  fayre  mayd  the  table  ta'ne  away; 

lentle  knight,  as  he  that  did  excell 

artesie  and  well  could  doe  and  say, 

0  great  kindnesse  as  he  found  that  day 

preatly  thanke  his  host  and  his  ff ood  wife ; 

drawmg  thence  his  speach  anouier  way, 

lighly  to  commend  the  happie  life 

h  shepheards  lead,  without  debate  or  bitter  strife. 

V  much,"  sayd  he,  "  more  happie  is  the  state  19 

lich  ye,  father,  here  doe  dwell  at  ease, 
ns  a  life  so  free  and  fortunate 
all  the  tempests  of  these  worldly  seas, 
h  tosse  the  rest  in  daungerous  cusease; 
"6  warres,  and  wreckes,  and  wicked  enmitie 
hem  afflict,  which  no  man  can  appease  I 
certcs  I  your  happinesse  envie, 
viah  my  lot  were  plast  in  such  felicitie  I** 

sly,  my  sonne,"  then  answered  he  againe,  20 

appie ;  then  it  is  in  this  intent, 

having  small  yet  doe  I  not  complaine 

Jit,  ne  wish  for  more  it  to  augment, 

oe  myselfe,  with  that  I  have,  content ; 

ight  of  nature,  which  doth  litle  need 

Teine  helpes  to  lifes  due  nourishment: 

elds  my  food,  my  flocke  my  rayment  breed; 

itter  doe  I  weare,  no  better  doe  I  feed. 

refore  I  doe  not  any  one  envy,  21 

m  envyde  of  any  one  therefore : 
that  have  much,  feare  much  to  loose  thereby, 
itore  of  cares  doth  follow  riches  store. 
Itle  that  I  have  growes  dayly  more 
out  my  care,  but  onely  to  attend  it; 
imbes  doe  every  yeare  increase  their  score* 
ny  Bockes  father  daily  doth  amend  it. 
hsrel_butJojillu^      Akughty  tin*.  do^i«QA> 
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"  '[6  them,  that  list,  the  world*  gtj  shovea  I  ksrci. 

And  to  great  ones  such  follies  doe  for(riTe ; 

Wbioli  oft  throush  pride  do  their  awne  perill  Tetne, 

And  thr<}ugh  oiabitioa  donne  tliema^Tefl  dor  drira 

To  sad  decay,  tbat  might  contented  lire. 

Mc  DO  such  cares  nor  combrous  thootrlita  oSeod, 

Ne  once  my  minds  unmoved  quirt  grieve ; 

But  all  the  night  in Bilversleep*  I ipend. 

And  all  the  day,  t<>  wbi  '  oe  attend. 

"  Sometimes  I  hui         '  iwed  foe 

Unto  my  lambes,  ^  awor ; 

Sometime  the  fan,        >  m  the  doo. 

Or  from  the  iroat  hci  ui  >  oaartj ; 

Another  while  I  baytea  •.  isplaf 

The  birds  to  catch  or  fishra  i>        nyle; 

And  when  I  we&rie  am,  I  don  uc  uoe  Isjr 

My  limbes  in  every  shade  to  rest  from  toyle  j  ^^ 

And  drinke  of  every  brooke,  nben  thint  mj  ttifOt* 

"The  time  was  once,  in  my  first  prime  of  yearea, 

"When  pride  of  youlh  forth  pricked  ray  d«tire. 
That  I  disdniu'd  amonu  mine  equall  pearea 
To  follow  eheepe  and  shephntfds  h&Me  attire ; 
For  further  fortune  then  I  would  inquire  : 
And,  Icavine  home,  to  roiall  court  I  soufl^t. 
Where  I  did  sell  myselfe  for  rearely  hire. 
And  in  the  princes  gardin  d^y  wrought ; 
There  I  beheld  such  mincsse  as  I  never  thooght 

"  With  sight  wh(Teof  soone  cloyd.  and  lonjt  deluded 

With  idle  hopes  which  them  doe  entertaine. 

After  I  had  ten  yeares  myaelfe  excluded 

From  native  home,  and  spent  my  jonth  in  T&ine, 

I  gan  my  folUes  to  mjselle  to  ploine. 

And  this  sweet  peace,  whose  lacke  did  then  appear«: 

Tlio,  backe  returning  to  my  sheepe  againe, 

I  from  thenceforth  have  learu'd  U>  love  more  deaT« 

This  iowly  quiet  life  which  I  inherite  here." 

Whylest  thus  he  talkt.  the  knight  with  greedy  eare 

Hong  BlUl  upon  bis  melting  mouth  attent ; 

Whooe  Fenaefull  words  empierst  his  hart  so  aeare, 

I^t  he  was  wrapt  with  double  ravishment. 

Both  of  his  speacb  that  wrouuht  him  great  contoot. 

And  also  of  the  obiect  of  his  vew. 

On  whic\i  tee  \nviip:j  ps  e  -^aa  ii.«'a.-iB»  hent ; 

That  lwis.1  \i\s  n\ea3\Qa\.o\i¥»e,osm.NKT  Vbx*\v!?ii, 
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dt  to  occasion  meanes  to  worke  his  mind,  27 

id  to  insinuate  his  harts  desire, 

e  thus  replyde ;  **  Now  surely,  syre,  I  find, 

lat  all  this  worlds  gay  showes,  which  we  admire^ 

9  but  vaine  shadows  to  this  safe  retyre 

r  life,  which  here  in  lowlinesse  ye  lead, 

earelesse  of  foes,  or  fortunes  wrackfull  yre, 

^ich  tosseth  states,  and  under  foot  dom  tread 

tie  mightie  ones  afirayd  of  every  ohaunges  dred. 

That  even  I,  which  daily  doe  behold  23 

he  glorie  of  the  great  monsst  whom  I  won, 

nd  now  have  prov'd  what  napi>inesse  ye  hold 

1  this  small  plot  of  your  dominion, 

bw  loath  great  lordship  and  ambition ; 

nd  wish  the  heavens  so  much  had  graced  mee, 

8  mtunt  me  live  in  like  condition ; 

r  uiat  mv  fortunes  might  transposed  bee 

rom  pitcn  of  higher  place  unto  this  low  degree." 

In  vaine,"  said  then  old  Melibee,  "  doe  men  29 

he  heavens  of  their  fortunes  fault  accuse ; 

ith  they  know  best  what  is  the  best  for  them : 

or  they  to  each  such  fortune  doe  diffuse, 

B  they  doe  know  each  can  most  aptly  use. 

or  not  that,  which  men  covet  most,  is  best ; 

or  that  thing  worst,  which  men  do  most  refuse ; 

ut  fittest  is,  that  all  contented  rest 

STith  that  they  hold ;  each  hath  his  fortune  in  his  brest. 

It  is  the  mynd,  that  maketh  good  or  ill,  30 

hat  maketh  wretch  or  happie,  rich  or  poore : 

or  some,  that  hath  abundance  at  his  will, 

[ath  not  enough,  but  wants  in  greatest  store ; 

nd  other,  that  hath  litle,  asks  no  more, 

;ut  in  that  litle  is  both  rich  and  wise ; 

or  wisedome  is  most  riches :  fooles  therefore 

hey  are,  which  fortunes  doe  by  vowes  devize ; 

ith  each  unto  himselfe  his  life  may  fortuj^ze.*' 

Since  then  in  each  mans  self,*'  said  Calidore,  3l 

It  is  to  fashion  his  owne  Ivfes  estate, 
five  leave  awhyle,  good  father,  in  this  shore 
'o  rest  my  barcke,  which  hath  bene  beaten  late 
rith  stormes  of  fortune  and  tempestuous  fate, 
Q  seas  of  troubles  and  of  toylesome  paine ; 
hat,  whether  quite  from  them  for  to  retrate 
shall  resolve  or  backe  to  tume  againe, 
xnBjrbere  with  yooTBelfe  some  small  repose  obta^nA* 

3  B 


"Kot  that  the  Inirdeu  of  w>  bold  neoevt  ^| 

ShiUl  chargeMl  be,  or  cbaunite  to  jou  at  all;         ^^ 

For  TOUT  mesne  food  aludl  be  mj  OAily  fesrt. 

And  this  your  cabin  both  mj  bowre  uid  lull ; 

Besides,  for  recompenoe  hereof.  I  sbaU 

You  well  reward,  and  «ild«ii  garrdoa  ffiiv. 

Thai  may  perhaps  .von  better  ntiolt  witludl. 

And  in  Ui'iB  quiet  make  ,vou  nier  lire." 

So  forth  he  drew  much  gold,  and  towand  faim  it  itin. 

But  the  ^rood  man,  Qoneht  t«iDpt«d  with  U>e  off« 

Of  his  nch  mould,  did  throst  it  farre  awa.r. 

And  thus  bespako;  " Sir  kai^Lt. ^oar  bouateoo*  pm:5c 

Be  farre  fro  me,  to  whom  je  ill  display 

lliat  mucky  mavse,  the  eause  of  mens  deMy, 

Thai  moto  empoiro  my  peace  witk  daungen  dread: 

But.  if  ye  olgat^s  covet  to  assa? 

This  simple  sort  of  life  that  sheplieords  le«d, 

'Bt:  it  jour  owne:  our  rudcttessc  to  yonrselfe  aread." 

So  there  that  night  Sir  CaIidor«  did  dv«Il. 

And  long  while  after,  wbileat  him  list  remune^ 

Daylf  beholding  the  f^re  Pastorell, 

And  feeding  on  the  bajt  of  hii  owne  bane: 

During  which  time  he  did  her  entertaine 

"With  all  kind  courteaiea  he  could  invent ; 

And  every  day.  her  companie  to  gaine. 

When  to  the  field  she  went,  he  with  her  went : 

60  for  to  quench  his  fire  he  did  it  more  augment. 

But  she  that  never  bad  acqnainted  beene 

With  such  quieut  usage,  fit  for  <iaeeua  and  kinsi, 

Ne  ever  had  such  knightly  service  seene ; 

Sat,  being  bred  under  base  shephearda  winfa. 

Had  ever  Jearu'd  to  love  the  lowly  tbinga; 

Did  litle  whit  regard  his  conrteona  guize, 

Bnt  cared  more  for  Coline  carolings 

Then  all  that  he  could  doe,  or  e'er  derixe; 

His  layea,  bia  loves,  hia  lookea,  she  did  them  all  detpin 


ed  hmisell'e  addr^st 

,. , ji  hia  liand  he  toofce. 

Instead  of  steele-head  speare,  a  shi'plicards  hooke; 
That  nho  had  seeu(>  him  then,  would  have  betbooght 
On  Plirj-gian  Paris  by  Plesii'jius  brooke, 
AVhen  be  \iitWe  ol  ta.^tt^ieviovji  wia.>riit. 
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» l>eiiig  cImI  unto  the  fields  he  went  7 

1th  the  faire  Pastorella  erery  da;7, 

id  kept  her  sheepe  with  diligent  attent, 

atching  to  drive  the  ravenous  wolfe  away, 

le  why  lest  at  pleasure  she  mote  sport  and  play; 

id  every  evening  helping  them  to  fold : 

ad  otherwhiles,  for  need,  he  did  assay 

I  his  strong  hand  their  rugged  teats  to  hold, 

id  out  of  uiem  to  presse  we  milke :  Love  so  much  could. 

liich  seeing  Coridon,  who  her  likewise  33 

iDg  time  had  lov'd,  and  hop'd  her  love  to  gaine, 

6  much  was  troubled  at  that  straungers  guize, 

ad  many  gealous  thoughts  oonceiv'd  in  vaine, 

lu^  this  of  all  his  labour  and  long  paine 

lould  reap  the  harvest  ere  it  ripened  were ; 

liat  made  him  scoule,  and  pout,  and  oft  complaine 

f  Pastorell  to  all  the  shepheards  there, 

tiat  she  did  love  a  stranger  swayne  then  him  mor^  dere. 

nd  ever,  when  he  came  in  companie  ^^ 

rhere  Calidore  was  present,  he  would  loure 

nd  byte  his  lip,  and  even  for  gealousie 

Tas  readie  oil  his  owne  hart  to  devoure, 

opatient  of  any  paramoure : 

rho  on  the  other  side  did  seeme  so  farre 

rem  malicing,  or  ^dging  his  good  houre, 

bat,  all  he  could,  he  graced  him  with  her, 

e  ever  shewed  signe  of  rancour  or  of  iarre. 

nd  oft,  when  Coridon  onto  her  brought  40 

r  litle  sparrowes  stolen  from  their  nest, 

r  wanton  squirrels  in  the  woods  farre  sought, 

r  other  daintie  thing  for  her  addrest, 

e  would  commend  his  guift,  and  make  the  best : 

et  she  no  whit  his  presents  did  regard, 

e  him  could  find  to  fancie  in  her  brest : 

tiifl  new-come  shepheard  had  his  market  mard. 

Id  love  is  litle  worth  when  new  is  more  prefard. 

ne  day,  whenas  the  shepheard  swaynes  together  dl 

iTere  met  to  make  their  sports  and  merrie  glee, 
B  they  are  wont  in  faire  sunshynie  weather, 
he  whiles  their  flockes  in  shadowes  shrouded  bee ; 
hey  fell  to  daunce :  then  did  they  all  agree 
hat  Colin  Clout  should  jpipe,  as  one  most  fit ; 
jid  Calidore  should  lead  tlie  ring,  as  hee 
'hat  most  in  PastbreJiaes  grace  aid  sit : 
hereat &own'd  CaridoOf  and  his  hp  doacly  \MdL 
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But  Calidore,  of  courtecnis  iDelhiatioii, 
Tookc  C^ridoti  and  lel  bim  in  liu  place. 
Thai  he  ^liould  ieud  the  daunce,  as  wu  hu 
For  Coridon  ci>ald   dsui.M,  and  triniij-  tr* 


And  plast  OD  hia.  he  did  it  soone  displace. 

And  did  it  put  on  CoridonH  instead: 

^ra  CoridOQ  \to\e  rrollicke,  ibtX  carat  levmti  irai. 

Another  time,  whenas  they  did  dispose 

To  prattisp  gamfs  and  maiateriea  to  tre. 

They  for  their  iudge  did  Pa^torelJa  rhose; 

A  g&rlaod  naa  the  meed  of  victor? : 

There  Condon,  forth  stepping,  opeoly 

Did  ehalenge  Calidore  to  nrestliu^  same; 

For  he,  (lirough  long  and  perfei^t  indostTT, 

Therein  ivell  practisJ  was,  and  iu  the  ioioe         _   P 

IThought  sure  t'avenge  his  grud^,  and  works  hilMl 

But  Calidore  he  greallj  did  mistalce ; 
For  he  was  gtrans  aud  miithtily  stifi'c  pi^ht. 
TTint  «itU  one  fall  hia  necke  lie  almost  bnikc) 
.  And,  had  he  not  upon  him  fallcD  light,  ■ 

His  dearest  iojot  tic  sure  had  brokeo  quight.  I 

Then  was  the  oaken  crowne  b.r  Pnst<>reU  | 

Giren  to  Calidore  as  his  due  right ;  I 

But  he.  that  did  in  tourtesie  eicell,  ] 

Gave  it  to  Coridon,  and  said  he  wouno  it  welL 

31inB  did  the  gentle  knight  himselfe  abeare  *J 

Amongst  that  rusticlte  rout  in  all  bia  deeds, 

That  even  they,  the  which  his  rii-ab  were. 

Could  not  malice  him,  but  commend  him  needs: 

for  courtesie  smoiiKSt  the  rudest  bn>edii 

G|Md  n'ill  and  favour:  ho  it  surely  wrought 

"W  itik  this  faire  mavd,  and  in  her  mrndc  the  seeds 

or  perfect  love  did'soiv.  that  lasl  t\'h\i  t'rouijhl 

The fruHe of ioj and  Lli.>^-,'.  t'L..;j_'ii  j.:i_'  tjniedearrfjrbsw' 

Thus  Calidore  oontinn  il  i  lere  long  time  * 

To  piiine  the  love  o1  ili,   i.iire  Paatorell ; 

Whieh  haTinfr  got,  lie  u,-i  i  without  crime 

Or  blameful!  blot ;  but  iiiiinaged  so  well. 

That  he,  of  all  the  rest  \t  [jich  there  did  dwell. 

Was  favoured  ^md  to  her  grace  commended : 

But  w\iat  rtTOiinae  fot^vmta  unto  him  befell. 

Ere  lie  fcttMi'd  uw  \w>\Ti.\t^  V\ni\a\eiii'i},, 

Shall  more  caBNiwcavVj  Sn  o'Cbsst  ^iac»\jt  inAi^ 
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CANTO  X. 

Calldore  eees  the  graoefl  daunee 

To  Colins  melodf : 
The  whiles  his  Pastorell  is  led 

Into  captivity. 

does  follow  the  foule  blatant  beast,  1 

•lidore  does  follow  that  faire  mayd, 

il  of  his  vow,  and  high  beheast 

the  Faery  Queene  was  on  him  layd, 

ould  never  leave,  nor  be  delayd 

ing  him,  till  he  had  it  attchieved  P 

ntrapt  of  Love  which  him  betrayd, 

ti  more  how  he  may  be  relieved  [grieved. 

)  from  her,  whose  love  his  heart  hath  sore  en- 

henceforth  he  meanes  no  more  to  sew  2 

'  quest,  so  full  of  toUe  and  paine ; 

lest,  another  game  in  vew 

iie  guerdon  of  his  love  to  gaine ; 

n  he  myndes  for  ever  to  remaine, 

i  rest  amongst  the  rusticke  sort, 

n  hunt  still  after  shadowes  vaine 

favour  fed  with  light  report 

laste,  and  sayling  alwaies  in  the  port. 

mote  he  greatly  blamed  be  3 

igh  step  to  stoupe  unto  so  low; 
cul  tasted  once,  as  oft  did  he, 
peace  which  there  doth  overflow, 
I  the  perfect  pleasures  which  doe  grow 
►oore  hyndcs,  in  hils,  in  woods,  in  dales  |         * 
rer  more  delight  in  painted  show 
Ise  blisse,  as  there  is  set  for  stales 
inwary  fooles  in  their  eternall  bales. 

lath  all  that  goodly  glorious  gaze  '^ 

e  sight  which  Calidore  did  vew  ? 

ce  whereof  their  dinuned  eies  would  daze, 

r  more  they  should  endure  the  shew 

ane-shine,  that  makes  them  looke  askew, 

in  all  that  world  of  beauties  rare, 

y  Glorianaes  heavenly  hew, 

what  can  compare?)  can  it  compare*, 

,  as  commeth  now  hy  course,  1  will  doci^wc^ 


2  THE   FAEBLB  QTTBEHE. 

ne  Hay.  as  be  did  rautig^  the  fields  abroad, 
'LileBt  Ilia  fnirp  Paslorella  whh  elsewhere, 
e  clinunst  to  tome,  far  from  all  peoples  tioad, 
nto  a  |itucc,  whose  pleaauunci'  did  anpere 
ft'o  popRe  all  others  on  the  earth  whicli  were : 
ir  all  that  ever  was  by  Kature'a  skill 
viz'd  to  worke  delight  was  (tathered  there ; 
._d  tbere  hy  her  were  poured  forth  at  fill, 
B  if,  this  to  odonie,  she  all  the  rest  did  pill. 

n  hill  plaste  in  an  open  plaine, 
ind  about  wa*  bordered  with  a  wood 
Ipf  niatrhlpHse  bight.  (Iial  seem'd  th'  earth  to  disdain 

wliieb  all  trees  of  honour  Blately  stood, 
^nd  did  all  winter  as  in  Hommer  bud. 
redding  pavilions  for  the  birds  to  bowre, 
hich  in  (heir  lower  braunehps  suna  aloud ; 
id  in  their  tops  the  soriDK  hauke  did  towre, 
pitting  like  king  of  fowles  in  uiaieat.r  and  powre: 

BLtid  at  the  foole  thereof  a  p?otlp  find, 
Blis  silver  waves  did  softly  tumble  downe. 

Wnmnrd  with  ragged  moase  or  lillliy  mud ; 

^Ne  mole  wylde  btastt's.  ne  mote  (be  ruder  clowno 
ipproch  ;  ne  fillh  mote  therein  drowne  ; 


Vnto  this  olace  whenas  the  elfin  knight  10 

Approcht,  him  seemed  that  the  merrv  sound 

Oi  a  shrill  pipe  he  plaving  heard  on  night, 

JLnd  many  feete  fast  thumping  th*  hollow  ground. 

That  through  the  woods  their  eccho  did  rebound. 

He  nigher  drew,  to  weete  what  mote  it  be : 

There  ne  a  troupe  of  ladies  dauncing  found 

Fall  merrily,  and  making  gladfull  glee. 

And  in  the  midst  a  shepheard  piping  he  did  see. 

[e  durst  not  enter  into  th*  open  greene,  1  ^ 

Vn*  dread  of  them  unwares  to  be  descryde, 

^ar  breaking  of  their  daunce,  if  he  were  seene  | 

Ittt  in  the  covert  of  the  wood  did  byde, 
Seholding  all,  yet  of  them  unespyde : 
There  he  did  see,  that  pleased  much  his  sight. 
That  even  he  himselfe  nis  eyes  envyde, 
An  hundred  naked  maidens  liily  white 
All  raunged  in  a  ring,  and  dauncing  in  delight. 

AH  they  without  wore  raunged  in  a  ring,  12 

And  daunced  round ;  but  in  the  midst  of  them 

!niree  other  ladies  did  both  daunce  and  sing, 

The  whiiest  the  rest  them  round  about  did  hemme, 

And  like  a  girlond  did  in  compasse  stemme ; 

And  in  the  middest  of  those  same  three  was  placed 

Another  damzcll,  as  a  precious  gemme. 

Amidst  a  ring  most  richly  well  enchaced, 

That  with  her  goodly  presence  all  the  rest  much  graced. 

liOoke !  how  the  crowne,  which  Ariadne  wore  13 

Upon  her  yvory  forehead  that  same  day 

That  Theseus  her  unto  his  bridale  bore, 

"When  the  bold  Centaures  made  that  bloudy  fray 

With  the  fierce  Lapithes  which  did  them  dismay ; 

I3eing  now  placed  in  the  firmament. 

Through  the  bright  heaven  doth  her  beams  display, 

And  is  unto  the  starres  an  ornament. 

Which  round  about  her  move  in  order  exceHent. 

Such  was  the  beauty  of  this  goodly  band,  li 

Whose  sundry  parts  were  here  too  long  to  tell : 

But  she,  that  m  the  midst  of  them  did  stand, 

8eem'd  all  the  rest  in  beauty  to  excell, 

Crownd  with  a  rosie  girlond  that  right  well 

Did  her  beseeme  :  and  ever,  as  the  crew 

About  her  daunst,  sweet  fiowres  that  far  did  smell 

And  fragrant  odours  they  uppon  her  threw  ; 

Ba^  most  of  all,  those  three  did  her  with  \b^  ^ssSSssfk% 
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Tliose  were  the  Grac^.  dauglit«Ts  of  delighA,  i 

HuDdmaiJes  ofVenus.  vkicb  are  wont  (o  hurat 
Uppon  Uib  liill.  Bud  dauDre  t.Ucre  day  and  ni^bt; 
Those  tliree  to  rnta  all  ciAs  of  grace  do  Ktiant ; 
Aad  all.  that  Ycnua  in  ncneU  <kitl>  raunt, 
Ib  borrowed  of  them :  but  tbat  faire  od«. 
That  in  the  midst  wai  placed  paravauQt, 
Was  she  to  «  horn  that  sbeplieard  pj^it  alone  i 
Tbat  made  him  pipe  ao  meni])",  aa  nt^ver  none. 

She  w,  to  wecte,  tliat  ioUy  ela-pbeards  lasae. 
Which  piped  there  unto  tlist  meny  rout ; 
That  iolly  ahepheard,  nhich  there  piped,  was 
Poore  Colin  Clout,  (who  koowa  not  C<Jin  Clout^ 
He  pjpt  apace,  nhilest  they  him  daunat  about. 
Pype,  lolI;  ahepheard,  pype  thou  now  apace 
ITnlo  thy  lore  that  made"  thee  low  to  lout ; 
Th;  love  is  present  there  nitb,  thee  in  pla«e; 
TLy  love  is  there  adraunst  to  be  anotlier  grace. 

Uneh  wondred  Calidoie  at  thi>  atmmge  ti^it, 
"Whoae  like  before  his  eye  had  never  seene ; 

And  standing  long  astonished  in  apriKht, 

And  rapt  n  ith  pleasaunce,  wist  not  what  to  weene; 

^'betluT  it  were  the  fraine  of  beauties  queene. 

Or  nympbcs,  or  faeries,  or  enchaunted  ^ow ; 

With  which  his  eyes  mote  have  deluded  beenc. 

Therefore,  resolving  what  it  waa  to  knon-. 

Out  of  the  wood  he  rose,  and  towiird  them  did  go. 

Bat,  BOODe  as  he  appeared  to  their  vew. 

They  vanisht  all  away  out  of  hia  siglit. 

And  cleane  were  gone,  H-hich  way  be  neTer  knew. 

All  save  the  sbepiieard,  who.  for  fell  despifrht 

Of  that  displeasure,  broke  his  bag-pipe  quight. 

And  made  great  moiie  for  tliat  uahappy  turue: 

But  Calidore.  though  no  lease  sor;  nig  tit 

For  tbat  mishap,  yet  seeing  hiin  to  moume. 

Drew  neare,  tbat  he  the  truth  of  all  by  him  mote  Icanu 

Ajkd,  first  him  greeting,  thua  unto  him  apake ; 

" Haile.  iolly  ahephet^  which  thy  ioyoua  dajea 

Hereleadest  in  itis  goodly  meny-mate. 

Frequented  of  these  gentle  nyraphes  alwayes. 

Which  to  thee  floctu  to  heare  Ihy  lovely  layea.' 

Tell  me  what  mote  these  daiuly  dam«c6  be. 

Which  here  with  thee  doe  make  their  pieaaact  playca ; 

Kight  h&ppy  VttoVL,  ftviS,  niKs«a\,  \.\iK\a  &cely  aee  J 

But  wl»J ,  "ft'tea  \  tiicta.  w™ ,  tai.  ■Ooe^  sssb^j  fe^yoi-isiaC 
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Not  1 80  happj/'  aoBward  then  that  swaine,  20 

Ab  thou  unhap^,  which  them  tiience  didst  chace, 

Thorn  by  no  meanes  thou  canst  recall  againe ; 

or,  being  gone,  none  can  them  bring  in  place. 

ut  whom  they  of  themselves  list  so  to  grace.' 

£ight  soriy  I/*  saide  then  Sir  Calidore, 

That  my  ilUfortone  did  them  hence  displace : 

>at  since  things  passed  none  may  now  restore, 

'eU  me  what  were  they  all,  whose  lacke  thee  grieves  so  sore." 

ho  gan  that  shepheard  thus  for  to  dilate ;  21 

Then  wote,  thou  shepheard,  whatsoe'er  thou  bee, 

liat  all  those  ladies  which  thou  sawest  late, 

Lre  Venus  damzels,  all  within  her  fee, 

kit  differing  in  honour  and  degree ; 

Jhey  all  are  graces  which  on  her  depend ; 

Seaides  a  thousand  more  which  readv  bee 

ler  to  adome,  whenso  she  forth  doth  wend ; 

kit  those  three  in  the  midst,  doe  chiefe  on  her  attend. 

'  They  are  the  daughters  of  sky-ruling  love,  22 

}▼  him  begot  of  faire  Eurynome, 

rbe  Oceans  daughter,  in  this  pleasant  grove. 

Lb  he,  this  way  comming  from  feastful  glee 

>f  Thetis  wedding  with  Aecidee, 

ii  sommers  shade  himsclfe  here  rested  weary. 

rhe  first  of  them  hight  mylde  Euphrosyne, 

*9^ext  faire  Aglaia,  last  Tiialia  merry ; 

Iweete  goddesses  all  three,  which  me  in  mirth  do  cherry ! 

'  These  three  on  men  all  gracious  gifts  bestow,  23 

^hich  decke  the  body  or  adorne  tne  mynde. 

To  make  them  lovely  or  well-favoured  snow ; 

La  comely  carriage,  entertainment  kinde, 

Jweete  semblannt,  friendly  offices  that  byndc, 

Lnd  all  the  complements  of  curtesie : 

rhey  teach  us,  how  to  each  degree  and  kynde 

We  should  ourselves  denieane,  to  low,  to  hie. 

Do  friends,  to  foes ;  which  skill  men  call  civility. 

•  Therefore  they  alwaies  smoothly  seeme  to  smile,  24 

rhat  we  likewise  should  mylde  and  ^cotle  be ; 

knd  also  naked  are,  that  without  piile 

^r  false  dissemblaunce  all  them  plaine  may  see, 

Simple  and  true  from  covert  malice  free ; 

Aina  eeke  themselves  so  in  their  daunce  they  bore, 

That  two  of  them  still  fro  ward  seem'd  to  bee. 

But  one  still  towards  shew'd  herselfe  afore ; 

that  good  Bhould  from  us  goe,  then  comu  in  (j^eaWt  %\.^^ 
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"  Such  were  those  goddewcB  wliicli  ;-«  did  *nr : 

Sut  that  fourth  mayd,  whidi  tliere  amidst  tliem  tf 

"Who  can  arend  what  CNsture  mot«  the  bnr, 

"W'helbcT  a  creature,  ora  Bodde»«  sr«cied 

With  heavenly  gifts  from  tieren  fii«t  onrafiid ! 

But  whatso  8iLr«  she  was,  she  worthy  n  8» 

To  be  the  fourth  with  thow  Ihrvv  hIIut  placed : 

Yet  wu  she  certes  but  a  counlTej  lasse ; 

Tet  she  all  otlier  couutr^  lass««  farre  did  paaM: 

"So  farre,  ai  doth  the  daughter  of  tli«  daj 
All  otaer  lesser  lijdits  in  light  eicell ; 
So  farre  doth  she  in  b«BUt.vfiill  arraT 
AboTe  all  other  lasses  beare  the  bell ; 
Ne  lewe  in  vertue  that  bewenies  her  well 
Doth  ahe  eieeede  the  rest  of  all  her  rae* ; 
For  which  the  encee,  that  here  woot  to  dwell, 
Have  for  more  honor  brought  her  to  thin  iil*c«. 
And  graced  her  so  miiL-h  to  be  another  gracc- 

"  Another  grace  she  well  deaerrw  to  be. 

In  irhom  so  many  graces  gathered  are, 
ExceJUag  much  me  meane  of  her  dc^gree ; 
Divine  regeniblaiince,  beautj*  Bovenune  rare, 
Firroe  cbaetilj,  tbat  epigbt  ne  blemish  dare ! 
All  which  she  with  Buch  oourtesie  doth  grace. 
That  all  her  pcres  cannot  with  her  compare. 
But  quit«  are  dimmed  when  ahe  it  in  place : 
She  made  me  oflen  pipe,  and  now  to  pipe  apaes. 


It  sor  many  lajea 
A*  he  listh  sung  of  thee  in  all  bis  daye*. 
To  make  one  mmime  of  thy  poore  handmayd. 
And  underneath  tby  feet«  to  place  her  prajse, 
Tlint.  when  thy  glory  shall  be  farre  displayd 
To  future  age,  of  her  this  mention  may  bo  made  V 


That  to  thy  blisse  I  made  this  fucklease  breach. 
Ah  DOW  the  author  of  thy  bale  to  be, 
Thtu  to  bereare  thy  toves  deare  sight  from  thee; 
But,  Kentle  shepheard,  pardon  thou  my  sham«, 
'Who  nsUy  BDUf^x.OoihJL.'Khvch  I  mole  not  see." 
Thus  ^  «w  C0Mrte<iMaVa^A«.wais"W'\Ji»sMt, 
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A  such  disoonneB  they  tosether  spent  30 

xmff  time,  as  fit  occasion  forth  them  led : 

KTim  which  the  knight  himselfe  did  macn  content, 

knd  with  delight  his  frreedj  fancy  fed 

iokh  of  his  words,  wmch  he  with  reason  red, 

knd  also  of  the  place,  whose  pleasures  rare 

iVith  snch  regard  his  sences  ravished, 

Siat  thence  he  had  no  will  away  to  fare, 

lat  wisht  that  with  that  shepheard  he  mote  dwelling  share. 

Ittt  that  enyenimd  sting,  the  which  of  yore  31 

lia  poysnous  point  deepe  fixed  in  his  hart 

lad  lefl,  now  gan  afresh  to  rancle  sore, 

knd  to  renne  me  rigour  of  his  smart ; 

iliniich  to  recure,  no  skill  of  leaches  art 

iCote  him  availe,  but  to  returne  againe 

Po  his  wounds  worker,  that  with  forely  dart 

iKnting  his  brest  had  bred  his  resUesse  paine ; 

as  the  wounded  whale  to  shore  fiies  from  the  maine. 


k>,  taking  leave  of  that  same  gentle  swaine,  32 

le  backe  returned  to  his  rusticke  wonne, 

T'lThere  his  faire  Pastorella  did  remaine : 

?o  whome  in  sort,  as  he  at  first  begonne, 

le  daily  did  apply  himselfe  to  donne 

kll  dew  full  service,  voide  of  thoughts  impure : 

7e  an^r  paines  ne  perill  did  he  shonne, 

fy  which  he  might  her  to  his  love  allure, 

kiid  liking  in  her  yet  untamed  heart  procure. 

Lnd  evermore  the  shepheard  Coridon,  33 

TIThatever  thing  he  dia  her  to  aggrate, 

>id  strive  to  match  with  strong  contention, 

Lnd  all  his  paines  did  closely  emulate ; 

JTHiether  it  were  to  caroll,  as  they  sate 

Sleeping  their  sheepe,  or  games  to  exercize, 

>r  to  present  her  with  their  labours  late : 

through  which  if  any  grace  chaunst  to  arize 

?o  him,  the  shepheard  straight  with  iealousie  did  frize. 

>ne  day,  as  they  all  three  together  went  3Ji 

To  the  greene  wood  to  gather  strawberies, 

rbere  chaunst  to  them  a  dangerous  accident : 

L  tigre  forth  out  of  the  wood  did  rise, 

[luit  with  fell  clawes  full  of  fierce  gourmandize, 

Lnd  greedy  mouth  wide-gaping  like  hell-gate, 

)id  runne  at  Pastorell  her  to  surprize ; 

Vhom  she  beholding,  now  all  desolate, 

hut  oTf  to  them  a/joud  to  helpe  her  all  too  latA« 
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Wluch  Condon  first  be«riQg,  ran  ia  hui 
To  reskue  hei;  but,  when  he  saw  tJie  fa^d. 

Througli  cowUerd  fe»re  lie  fled  Bifmy  u  fut.  ' 

lUe  dutbt  abide  the  dsuDg«r  of  Uie  trod  ^  1 

His  life  lie  atfcraed  di'arer  then  hu  trend :  ^ 

But  Calidore  sooae  commuiK  to  her  ■rdf,  ' 
"When  he  the  beut  saw  readf  now  to  i«mI 
Uia  lovea  deare  apmle.  la  which  kia  be«n  mm  piq4i 

He  ran  at  him  eorsged.  instead  of  bein^  frirde.  < 

He  had  DO  weapon  but  hu  sh^pbeania  book« 

To  Berre  the  veoiteaunce  of  hu  nratlifall  will ; 

"With  which  so  st^raely  be  tbe  iiionat«r  Mrookti 

That  to  the  KTOQud  astoiu^ed  be  fell ; 

Wiicmw  ere  he  I'Oidd  reeou'r,  he  djd  bim  qtulL 

And  hening  oS his  head,  it  preaetited 

Before  the  Ieet«  of  the  fure  Fantoreil ; 

Wbo,  seanvl^  yet  from  I'ormer  fe«re  i  iminjcil 

A  tluinsand  tunes  bim  thankt  that  had  berdaBi  pM 

From  that  day  ftnih  abe  gan  bim  to  aSee^ 
And  dailj  more  her  favour  to  angment; 

But  CoridoQ  for  cowherdize  reiec^ 

Fit  to  keepc  tbcepe,  unfit  for  Iotss  content : 

The  gentle  heart  scomes  base  diBpara^eroent. 

Yet  Cnlidore  did  not  despise  him  quiEht, 

But  usdc  him  friendly  for  further  intent. 

That  bj  big  fellowship  he  colour  might 

Both  ilia  estate  and  Ioto  from  skill  of  uijr  wifibt. 

So  well  he  wood  her,  and  bo  well  he  wrought  ha, 

'With  humble  Bervi<>e,  and  with  daily  Btite, 

That  at  the  last  unto  his  will  he  brought  her  i 

'\\"hich  be  so  wisely  well  did  prosecute. 

That  of  bis  love  he  reapt  the  timely  fnit«. 

And  ioyed  long  in  close  felicitj' ; 

Till  fortune,  iraucht  with  malice,  bliode  and  bntc 

/That  enries  lovers  long  prosperity, 
Blew  up  a  hitter  storme  of  I'oule  adversitf. 

It  fortuned  one  day,  when  Calidore 

Wa«  hunting  In  the  woods,  as  was  his  trsde. 

A  lawlessc  people,  brigants  hight  of  yore, 

Tliat  never  usde  to  tire  by  plough  nor  spade. 

But  fed  on  6^iW  aii4\iw\^  v.V\c\\  \W^  inads 

Upon  tVAr  l\c\iiS\VnKft,-^\v>'^S\i&\tfii>iB.«a.>ji3^ 

The  dwelUng  o^  ^««  aVe^Vcaii*  ^4.  m.-*^-, 

"i    \  lA  *\ioiT\\<i\\B«a  »ni<tt«waje\i<»  Wia.vtM 
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)  rest,  the  which  they  then  did  pray,  40 

old  Melibee  of  all  he  had, 
>eople  captive  led  awav ; 
ch  this  lucklesse  mayd  away  was  lad, 
-ella,  sorrowfull  and  sad, 
full,  most  sad,  that  ever  si^h't. 
he  spoile  of  theeves  and  bngants  bad, 
the  conquest  of  the  gentlest  knight 
'^'d,  andth'  onely  glory  of  his  might. 

ilso  was  taken  Coridon,  41 

captive  by  those  theeves  away ; 

covert  of  the  night,  that  none 

lescry,  nor  reskue  from  their  pray, 

iwelling  did  them  close  convay: 

Qg  in  a  little  island  was, 

li  shrubby  woods,  in  which  no  way 

r  people  In  nor  out  to  pas 

ting  fynde  for  overgrowen  gras : 

tath  the  ground  their  way  was  made  43 

low  caves,  that  no  man  mote  discover 

ke  shrubs,  which  did  them  alwaies  shade 

)f  living  wight  and  covered  over ; 

ise  drea  and  daily  Night  did  hover 

the  inner  parts,  wherein  thev  dwelt ; 

was  with  window,  nor  with  lover, 

itinuall  candle  light,  which  delt 

sense  of  things,  not  so  well  scene  as  felt. 

)  brigants  brought  their  present  pray,  43 

em  with  continuall  watch  and  ward; 

soone  as  they  convenient  may, 
>  sell  them  for  no  small  reward 
Ds,  which  them  kept  in  bondage  hard, 
ne.    Now  when  faire  Pastorell 
ce  was  broufi:ht,  and  kept  with  gard 
Lceves,  she  thought  herself  in  hell,  [dwell. 

such  damned  fiends  she  should  in  darknesae 

11  the  dqlefull  dreriment  44 

i  complaints  which  there  she  made, 
and  night  she  nought  did  but  lament 
^d  life  shut  up  in  deadly  shade, 
ler  good! J  beauty,  which  did  fade 
rre  that  feelea  no  heate  of  sunne 
\er  feeble  leaves  with  comfort  glad©  \\ 
fU  her  ia  that  theevish  wonne 
r  canto  better  be  begonne. 
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The  iojB  of  love,  if  tL^  aJioold  erer  laat 

AVithout  aflliclion  or  dtsquieCncne 

That  worldly  cbaunKt  doe  unonDrt  tlmn  raot. 

Would  be  on  earth  too  icrest  •  bfessedDcaer, 

Liter  lo  tcsvei)  Uicn  niorlall  wretrhediteaae : 

Therefore  the  winced  god.  to  let  men  weet 

Tliit  here  on  earth  is  no  sure  ha^ineMe, 

A  thouwind  sowres  hath  tempreu  with  ooe  awMt, 

Tc  mate  it  seeme  more  dear«  and  daiutj-.  aa  ia  luel 

lAe  BB  ia  now  befi^e  to  thia  fitire  m^rd, 
Faire  Paatorell,  of  whom  in  now  my^aong: 

Wlio  beins  now  )□  dreadfull  darkaeMc  Ujd 

Amongdt  tiioflc  tlie^ves,  which  her  in  bondage  >tn)ag 

Detaynd ;  Yet  Fortune,  not  with  all  this  wrong 

Contented,  f^^ater  mischiefe  on  her  threw. 

And  8orro«e8  heapt  on  her  in  jtreater  t)in»ig ; 

That  whofO  heares  her  heBTinesse,  would  rew 

Aiid  pitty  her  sad  plight,  bo  chang'd  from  pleaaumt  br 

'Whylest  thus  she  in  theae  helliah  dena  Rmayned, 
Wrapped  in  wretched  cares  and  hearts  unrest. 
It  80  befell,  as  Fortune  had  ordayned. 
That  he  which  wbb  their  capitaine  profest. 
And  had  the  chiefe  commaund  of  all  the  rest 
One  day,  &»  he  did  all  his  prisoneiB  Tew, 


At  aipht  whereof  bis  barbarotu  heart  was  fire<d. 
And  inly  burnt  with  flames  most  raging  whoti 
That  her  alone  he  for  his  part  desired 
Of  all  the  otiicr  pray  which  they  had  got. 
And  bet  imiv3oOft^\i\.fiV™«i^^feia!Sx_ 
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lot  an  that  erer  he  could  doe  or  aa^  ^ 

ler  constant  mynd  could  not  a  whit  remoret 

UTor  draw  unto  the  lure  of  his  lewd  lay, 

IV>  graunt  him  fayour  or  afford  him  love : 

fet  ceast  he  not  to  sew,  and  all  waies  prore^ 

if  which  he  mote  accomplish  his  request, 

laying  and  doing  all  that  mote  behove ; 

Ce  day  nor  night  he  suffred  her  to  rest, 

loft  her  all  night  did  watch,  and  all  the  day  molest. 

it  last,  when  him  she  so  imp6rtune  saw,  6 

fearing  least  he  at  length  the  ndnes  would  lend 

Into  his  lust,  and  make  his  will  his  law, 

Itth  in  his  powre  she  was  to  foe  or  friend ; 

{ha  thought  it  best,  for  shadow,  to  pretend 

lome  shew  of  favour,  by  him  gracing  small, 

Riat  she  thereby  mote  either  nreely  wend, 

)r  at  more  ease  continue  there  his  thrall : 

L  little  well  is  lent  that  gaineth  more  withall. 

lo  from  thenceforth,  when  love  he  to  her  made,  7 

Nith  better  tearmes  she  did  him  entertaine, 

IHilch  gave  him  ho]^e,  and  did  him  halfe  perswade, 

niat  he  in  time  her  ioyance  should  obtaine : 

hit  when  she  saw,  through  that  small  favours  gaine, 

liat  further  then  she  willing  was  he  prest ; 

(he  found  no  meanes  to  barre  him,  but  to  faine 

l  sodaine  sickenesse  which  her  sore  op[)re8t, 

Lnd  made  unfit  to  serve  his  lawlesse  mindcs  behest. 

If  meanea  whereof  she  would  not  him  permit  8 

moe  to  approach  to  her  in  privity, 

kit  onely  mon^t  the  rest  by  her  to  sit, 

Coaming  the  ngour  of  her  malady, 

ind  seeking  all  things  meete  for  remedy : 

Int  she  resolv'd  no  remed}r  to  f^nde, 

for  better  cheare  to  shew  in  misery, 

!iU  Fortune  would  her  captive  bonds  unbjrnde : 

ler  sickenesse  was  not  of  the  body  but  the  mynde. 

huring  which  space  that  she  thus  sicke  did  lie,  9 

t  chaunst  a  sort  of  merchants,  which  were  wount 

\>  sldm  those  coastes  for  bondmen  there  to  buy, 

knd  by  such  trafficke  afler  gaines  to  hunt 

Lrrived  in  this  isle,  though  bare  and  blunt, 

^  inquire  foralavea;  where  being  roadie  met 

fsome  of  these  aame  theevea  at  th*  instant  \>nnit» 

&re  Iwaght  unto  their  captaine,  who  was  act 

Ju$  Aire  patieatB  aide  with  sorrowfull  regtoU 
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To  whom  they  sheired.  how  thoM  vmAaan 
.ArriT'd  in  place  thtir  boiiild«iTM  far  to  Im 
And  therefoK  praj'tl  that  ttiow  Mme  optn 
Mot«'  to  (hem  for  tlieij  moct  com 
B«  Bold,  aaJ  TnoD^t  them  •hared 

This  their  n>(]U>«t  the  nptaioe  wi 

Yet  i^ould  lie  oot  their  iiuit  demsoiul  ^ 
Aii<)  Yi'ilkd  Etreifrht  the  alares  ihtnild  tt 
And  BoId  for  luoet  adTintagr  not 


All  nliich  be  to  the  marchants  m]«  did  tfaow* : 
Till  some,  which  did  the  muadi?  prisone 
Gaa  to  inquire  for  that  iiure  shepherdea.^ 
'X^'hieh  n~ith  the  rest  thcj  toohe  cot  long  m^ 
And  (ran  her  forme  and  feature  to  eipPM"" 
The  more  t' augment  her  price  thKrn^hp 

To  whom  the  a 

iSajli:  misacm, ,. 

Was  hia  owoe  purchase  and  fua  onely  prize ; 

'ft'ith  which  Done  h&d  to  doe,  ne  ou);ht  partake, 

But  he  himselfe  which  did  that  conquest  make; 

Litle  for  hiro  to  hare  one  ailJ.r  lame ; 

Sesides  through  sicknetise  now  so  wan  and  wcake, 

That  nothintf  meet  in  merchandise  to  paase :~ 

So  Bhew'd  tbem  her.  to  prore  how  pole  and  weaktibi* 

The  sight  of  whom,  though  now  decv'd  and  mard,        " 

And  eke  but  hardly  seene  by  candle-ughl. 

Yet,  like  a  diamond  of  rich  regard, 

Tn  doubtfiill  nbadow  of  the  darkesome  night 

"VV'itli  etarrie  beames  about  her  shiuing  bright 

These  marcbants  lixed  eres  did  so  amaze. 

That  what  throu^li  wonder,  and  what  thioogfa  ddisiA 

A  while  on  her  ibey  greedily  did  gaze. 

And  did  her  greatly  like,  and  did  ner  greatly  pniic- 

At  last  when  aU  the  reat  them  ofied  were,  " 

And  prisea  to  tbem  placed  at  their  pleasure. 

They  all  refused  in  regard  of  her ; 

Ne  ought  would  buy.  however  pnsd  with  measiiTB, 

H  ithoulen  her,  whose  worth  above  all  threasure 

They  did  caleeme,  and  ofired  store  of  giJd: 

But  then  the  captaine,  fraught  with  more  displeasoni 

Bad thetntefctm-,  "Sna\Q-st€5M»^T»A*»»Qi4i;        , 

The  rest  take  iSlimq  Tiwiii',  WWi'wi'Sim.-w'aiSi^^ 
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rith  some  other  of  the  diiefest  theeves  ft 

him  bad  such  iniorie  forbeare ; 
at  same  mayd,  howeyer  it  him  greeyes, 
I  with  the  rest  be  sold  before  hmi  theare,  . 
ke  the  prises  of  the  rest  more  deare. 
rith  ffreat  ra^e  he  stoutly  doth  denay ; 
ieredy  drawing  forth  his  blade,  doth  sweare 
rhoso  bardie  hand  on  her  doth  lay, 
■ely  shall  abj,  and  death  for  handsell  pay. 

IS  they  words  amongst  them  multiply,  16 

all  to  strokes  the  frute  of  too  mucQ  talke, 

le  mad  Steele  about  doth  fiercely  fly, 

*ftring  wight,  ne  leaying  any  balke, 

&king  way  for  Death  at  large  to  walke ; 

the  horror  of  the  griesly  night, 

iisand  dreadful  shapes  doth  mongst  them  stalke, 

lakes  huge  hayocke ;  whiles  the  candle-light 

lenched  leayes  no  skill  nor  difference  of  wight. 

9  a  sort  of  hungry  dogs,  ymet  17 

some  carcase  by  the  common  way, 

U  together,  stryying  each  to  get 

eatest  portion  of  the  greedie  pray ; 

confused  heapes  thcmselyes  assay, 

latch,  and  by  tie,  and  rend,  and  tug,  and  teare ; 

ho  them  sees  would  wonder  at  their  fray, 

ho  sees  not  would  be  aflrayd  to  heare : 

ras  the  conflict  of  those  cruell  brigants  there. 

rst  of  all,  their  captiyes  they  doe  kill,  IB 

hey  should  ioyne  against  the  weaker  side, 

)  against  the  remnant  at  their  will : 

elibee  is  slaine ;  and  him  beside 

ed  wife ;  with  many  others  wide : 

>ridon,  escaping  craflUy, 

8  forth  of  dores,  whilst  darknes  him  doth  hide» 

res  away  as  fast  as  he  can  hye, 

f  eth  leaye  to  take  before  his  friends  doe  dye. 

istorella,  wofull  wretched  elfe,  19 

y  the  captaioe  all  this  while  defended, 
minding  more  her  safety  then  himselfe, 
rget  alwayes  oyer  her  pretended ; 
lines  whereof,  that  mote  not  be  amended, 
the  length  was  slaine  and  layd  on  ground, 
Iding  fast  twizt  both  his  armes  extended 
PastorelJ,  who  with  the  selfe  same  wound  \swcnnA» 
t  tbiougb  the  anne  fell  down  irij^  Vma  Vxi.  ^      ~^ 

do 
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e  tav  ghc  covered  wilh  cotifuBcd  preasse                  • 
ircuseB,  «  hidi  dying  on  her  fell :                                J 
Trbenaa  he  nas  dead,  tbe  frev  can  ceasse)              ■ 
caeli  to  other  caUiog  did  compell                              1 
ay  their  cruell  hands  from  BluuKhtcr  fell.                 ■ 
they  that  were  the  cause  of  all  were  gone : 
eto  they  all  attonce  agreed  well : 
liphtiof:  candlen  new.  (tan  aearch  anoDe, 
majir  of  thi-ir  frienda  were  alaine,  how  taanj  font 

f  captaine  there  they  cruelly  found  kild,                  ii 

in  his  armcE  the  dreary  d.nijg  majd, 

a  sweet  aogell  twiit  two  clouda  uphild; 

level;  liuht  was  diaimed  and  deeayd 

1  cloiid  of  death  upon  her  eyes  displnyd  j 

did  the  cloud  make  even  that  dimmed  iifiht 

w  much  more  lovelv  iu  that  darknesse  layd, 

tn  iit  the  Iw  incklioR  of  her  cye-iidjt  hright 

porke  out  htle  beaniea,  hke  atairea  in  logRie  mgliL 

when  they  mov'd  the  careaaea  aside,                          S 
'  found  that  life  did  yet  in  bt-r  rpmaiooi 
1  nil  their  helpes  they  busily  Bpplj-de 
iJI  the  Boulc  uaeke  to  her  home  acaine  : 
wrought  so  well.  Willi  labour  aiid  long  paiae. 
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rhen  he  baoke  returned  from  the  wood,  t^5 

.w  his  shepheards  cottage  spojled  quight, 

&  love  refl  away ;  he  wexed  wood 

dfe  eDraged  at  that  niefoll  sight ; 

ven  his  hart,  for  very  fell  despight, 

s  owne  flesh  he  readie  was  to  teare : 

laft,  he  griev'd,  he  fretted,  and  he  sigh't, 

red  Hke  a  furious  wyld  beare, 

)  whelpes  are  stolne  away,  she  being  otherwhere. 

^ht  he  found  to  whom  he  might  complaine,  23 

l^ht  he  found  of  whom  he  misht  inquire ; 
lore  increast  the  anguish  of  his  pame : 
iglit  the  woods,  but  no  man  could  see  there ; 
ight  the  plaines,  but  could  no  tidings  heare : 
3^s  did  nought  but  ecchoes  vaine  rebound ; 
i3rnes  all  waste  and  emptie  did  appeare ; 

>  wont  the  sheplieards  oft  their  pypes  resound, 

ed  an  hundred  flocks,  there  now  not  one  he  found. 

,  as  there  he  romed  up  and  downe,  27 

lUDst  one  coming  towards  him  to  spy, 

jem'd  to  be  some  sorie  simple  clowne, 

•agi^ed  weedes,  and  lockes  upstaring  hye, 

e  did  from  some  late  daunger  fly, 

it  his  feare  did  follow  him  behynd: 

s  he  unto  him  approached  nye, 

te  perceive,  by  signes  which  he  did  fjrnd, 

)oridon  it  was,  the  silly  shepheards  hynd. 

>  him  running  fast,  he  did  not  stay  23 
et  him  lirst,  but  askt  where  were  the  rest, 

'  Pastorell  P-~who  full  of  fresh  dismay, 
ishing  forth  in  teares,  was  so  opprest, 
e  no  word  could  speake,  but  smit  his  brest, 
?  to  heaven  his  eyes  fast-streming  threw : 
;at  the  knight  amaz'd,  yet  did  not  rest, 
kt  againe,  VVhat  ment  that  rufull  hew ; 

>  was  his  Pastorell?    Where  all  the  other  crew  P 

well  away,"  sayd  he,  then  sighing  sore,  23 

ever  I  did  live  this  day  to  see, 
[small  day,  and  was  not  dead  before, 

I  saw  faire  Pastorella  dye !" 

out  alas  !*'  then  Calidore  did  cry, 
could  the  death  dare  ever  her  to  quelll 
i  thou,  Shepheard,  read  what  deatvny 

djrrefuU  hap  from  heaven  or  hell 
7ught  this  wicked  deed :  doe  feare  awa^.BCU^^ 

8c2 
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. .   -nraiDto 

With  mu'll  rage  and  drpsdfuti  rioleore 
Spovld  all  our  cots,  and  cnried  lu  from  biM>«; 
Or  liow  fiUK  Faslorell  iihould  have  bene  mU 
To  morchanM.  bat  wu  sar'd  with  stronit  AtffOie; 
Or  hoir  those  thecTes,  whileit  one  sonfrUt  her  (a  Wl 
Fell  all  at  oda,  and  Tought  tliroii«li  (afy  Bent  ud  Ul 

"  Tn  that  same  conflict  (woe  is  in«> !)  befell 

This  falall  chaunre.  thia  dolefuU  accidral. 

Whose  heavj-  tydiDfn  now  I  hare  to  telL 

Pint  iU  thp  caplires,  whieh  lliev  here  hmi  boli 

WiTe  bv  them  ilaine  br  senenll  conaent ; 

Old  Melibee  and  hia  good  wife  witball 

These  eves  saw  die,  and  dMr«lr  did  lammt 

But,  when  the  lot  to  Paatorell  did  fall. 

Their  Captaine  long  withslood,  and  did  her  death  foi** 

"But  what  could  be  gniiut  all  them  doealonrF  '' 

It  eould  not  boot ;  needs  mote  she  die  at  lait ! 

I  onelj-  scapt  through  great  toafusione 

Of  crypi'  and  elamom.  which  amongst  them  pMt, 

In  dreadfuU  darknesae.  dreadfully  achiuit; 

That  better  were  with  lliem  to  have  bene  dead. 

Then  here  to  see  ali  desolate  and  wast, 

Deapoyled  of  those  ioye*  and  iollvhead. 

Wbicfi  with  tboee  gentle  ahepheards  here  I  wont  Ml* 

When  Calidore  these  mefnll  neweg  had  raufiht,  ' 

His  hart  quite  deaded  was  with  ani^ish  great. 

And  all  Ilia  wit8  with  doole  were  nigh  distraught. 

That  he  is  face,  his  head,  his  htcii  did  beat. 

And  death  itselfe  unto  himselfe  did  threat^ 

Oft  cursing  th'  heavens,  that  so  cruell  were 

To  lier,  whose  name  he  oA«n  did  repeat; 

And  wiehinp  oft,  that  he  were  present  there 

'^^■hen  she  was  slaine,  or  had  bene  to  her  snceonr  not 

But  after  griefe  awhile  had  had  his  course. 

And  spent  ilselfe  in  mourning,  he  at  last 

Began  tomiligate  his  swelling  sonrae. 

And  in  his  mind  with  belter  reason  «iit 

How  he  might  save  her  life,  if  life  did  last; 

Or  if  tliat  dead,  how  he  her  death  might  wreslcc; 

Ditk  otVuTwiae  be  coutdnot  mend  thing  past  i 

Or,  it  it  to  revenue  Vcwet*  Nao"«»:iiif, 

Then  for  to&e-w\di.^«a,«ai-'^tii»'QKBi'>iiiwA.'ui\sB«». 
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1  he  prajd.  sith  he  well  knew  35 

rav  unto  that  theeviah  wonne, 

}h  him,  and  be  his  conduct  trew 

ice,  to  see  what  should  be  donne : 

•se  hart  through  feare  was  late  fordonne, 

for  ought  be  drawne  to  former  drede ; 

leanes  the  daunger  knowne  did  shonne : 

e  so  well  him  wrought  with  meed, 

^spoke  with  words,  that  he  at  last  agreed. 

y  goe  together  (God  before)  30 

^  shepheards  w^sds  agreeably, 

ith  shepheards  hookes ;  but  Calidore 

icath,  him  armed  privily : 

place  when  they  approached  nye, 

)t,  upon  an  hill  not  farre  away, 

9  of  sheepe  and  shepheards  to  espy ; 

ey  both  agreed  to  take  their  way, 

*e  newes  to  leame,  how  they  mote  best  assay. 

ley  find,  that  which  they  did  not  feare,  37 

le  flocks  the  which  those  theeves  had  reft 

»ee  and  from  themselves  whyleare ; 

B  of  the  theeves  there  by  them  left, 

for  want  of  heards,  themselves  then  kept : 

:new  Coridon  his  owne  late  sheepe, 

them,  for  tender  pittie  wept : 

le  saw  the  theeves  which  did  them  keepe, 

1  fayle,  albe  he  saw  them  all  asleepe. 

3  reoomforting  his  griefe,  38 

his  feare ;  for  nought  may  feare  disswade ; 

forward  drew,  whereas  the  thiefe 
ting  soundly  in  the  bushes  shade. 
Ion  him  counseld  to  invade 
rares,  and  take  the  spoyle  away ; 

in  his  mind  had  closely  made 
irpose,  would  not  so  them  slay, 
raking  them  gave  them  the  time  of  day. 

downe  by  them  upon  the  p^ene,  39 

hings  he  purpose  gan  to  fame, 

hem  might  certaine  tydings  weene 

,  were  sue  alive  or  slaine : 

ch  the  theeves  them  questioned  againe, 

r  men,  and  eke  from  whence  they  were. 

ey  answer'd,  as  did  appertaine, 

jre  poore  beardgroomea,  the  whicYi  w\iy\eT^ 

irmaiaten  Bed,  and  now  sought  byte  eVaewVies^ 
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WTicreof  riglit  glad  Ihej  seem'd.  and  offer  made      ^* 
To  k.iTe  thetn  veil  if  me;  thHr  floclccs  would  kMWi 
For  iiiey  therasolres  nrvre  cvill  grxnnoa,  thtry  etyi. 
Unwont  with  hearts  lo  watch  or  pasture  skeepe. 
But  lo  foiray  the  land,  or  scoure  the  de3pc 
Thereto  tliey  sooae  aercwl,  and  eantMl  t>Ae 
To  kecpe  their  fi  jclfg  far  lit)?  hyre  Aad  chepe ; 
For  they  for  brtter  hjr?  did  shortiy  looke : 
So  there  &11  day  thay  bode,  till  light  tho  sky  forwnkc. 

Tho,  trbeoas  toirarda  darksome  night  it  drew, 
I'nto  their  hellish  dens  those  the«ves  them  bioiiskt, 
Where  shortly  tbey  in  great  Ac{UUDtAace  grew. 
And  all  the  »«reta  of  their  ontrayles  sought  i 
There  did  ther  fiad.  contririe  to  their  thought. 
That  Paatorell  yat  hred ;  bat  bU  the  rest 
Were  dead,  right  so  a*  Coridon  had  laniHit ; 
Whereof  they  both  full  glid  and  blyib  did  rest. 
But  ehieily  Calidore,  whom  griefe  liad  most  possecL 

n  they  occasion  Gtteet  found, 

^jt,  when  all  the  Ibeeves  did 

•r  a  lott  forray,  and  slept  full  sound. 
Sir  Calid>>re  him  arni'd,  as  he  thought  best ; 
Having  of  late  by  diligent  inquest 
Provided  him  a  sword  of  meanest  sort ; 
With  which  he  stri'ight  irent  to  the  captainea  nestt 
But  Coridon  durst  not  with  him  consort, 
Ke  dur»t  abide  behind  for  dread  of  worse  eSbrt. 

When  to  the  a 


TJnto  the  entrance  ran  i  where  tlie  hold  Euight 
Encountering;  hiin  with  ainall  resijtcnce  slew : 
The  whiles  faire  Pastorell  thrjugh  great  aSri^t 
Was  almost  dead,  misdoubting  lt^a!lt  of  new 
f  ome  uprore  were  like  tlut  which  lately  she  did  vew. 

But  whenas  Cididore  was  comen  in, 
And  ^n  aloud  for  Paatorell  to  call. 
Knowing  his  roire,  although  not  heard  long  i™. 
She  pudaen  was  revived  tberewitball. 
And  wondrous  loy  felt  in  her  spirits  thrall : 
Like  him  that  being  long  in  tempest  toot, 
Looking  ca*:\x  Vomc  m^ti  ^cafiaiis,  in!»t,<ljh  to  fiUl, 
At  lengOi  eavS«  »,VVimi'iii6^*s;^«i'™^> 
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entle  hart,  that  now  long  season  past  45 

ever  iojance  felt  nor  chearefoll  thought, 

some  smacke  of  comfort  new  to  tast, 
yfeful  heat  to  nummed  senses  brought, 
fe  to  feele  that  long  for  death  had  sought. 
ise  in  hart  reioyced  Calidore, 

he  her  found ;  but,  like  to  One  distraught 
obd  of  reason,  towards  her  him  bore ; 
isand  times  embrast,  and  kist  a  thousand  more. 

3w  by  this,  with  noyse  of  late  nprore,  48 

lie  and  cry  was  raysed  all  about ; 

11  the  brigants  flocking  in  great  store 

the  cave  gan  preasse,  nought  having  doubt 

it  was  doen,  and  entered  m  a  rout. 

alidore  in  th'  entry  close  did  stand, 

sntertayning  them  with  courage  stout, 

lew  the  formost  that  came  first  to  hand ; 

Lg,  till  all  the  entry  was  with  bodies  mand. 

rhen  no  more  could  nigh  to  him  approch,  47 

eath'd  his  sword,  and  rested  him  till  day ; 

I  when  he  spyde  upon  the  earth  t*  encroch, 
gh  the  dead  carcases  he  made  his  way, 

st  which  he  found  a  sword  of  better  say, 
which  he  forth  went  into  th*  open  light, 
e  all  the  rest  for  him  did  readie  stay, 
fierce  asaayling  him,  with  all  their  might 

II  upon  him  lay :  there  gan  a  dreadfull  fight. 

nany  flyes  in  whottest  summers  day  43 

ize  upon  some  beast,  whose  flesh  is  bare, 

ill  the  place  with  swarmes  do  overlay, 

rith  their  litle  stings  right  felly  fare ; 

ny  theeves  about  him  swarming  are, 

lich  do  him  assay le  on  every  side, 

ore  oppresse,  ne  any  him  doth  spare ; 

B  dotn  with  his  raging  brond  divide 

thickest  troups,  and  round  about  him  scattreth  wide. 

IS  a  lion  mongst  an  heard  of  dere,  40 

pseth  them  to  cat<»h  his  choysest  pray; 

I  he  fly  amon^t  them  here  and  there, 

II  that  nere  him  came  did  hew  and  slay, 
3  had  strowd  with  bodies  all  the  way ; 
Qone  his  daunger  daring  to  abide 

rom  his  wrath,  and  did  themselves  convay 
heir  caves,  their  heads  from  death  to  \i\de, 
rhfi  that  victorie  to  him  envide. 
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•n,  bat'lte  retnrnine  to  tia  dearest  deara. 
e  her  gan  to  reoomfort,  all  lie  roight, 
IVith  gladlull  Hpcaches  nod  with  loTeif  cheare; 


iz'd  all  goodly  meanL'a  from  her  lo  drive 
p  Bftd  remL'iubranoe  of  her  wretohed  pliglit : 
o  her  utientli  nt  last  he  did  reviTe 
It  loag  h^l  lyea  dead,  and  made  ogoioe  alive 

is  doen.  into  those  theevish  dena  he  went, 
d  thence  did  all  the  sno.vle*  nud  threosun-i  tat«^ 
Tiich  thoy  from  rauaf  long  had  robd  and  rent : 
jt  fortune  now  the  victors  m&id  did  malto ; 
Bf  which  the  best  ho  did  his  love  betake : 
Bad  alao  all  thoBc  flockes,  which  tliey  befijre 
■nd  reft  from  Melihiw  and  from  his  make, 
le  did  them  all  to  Coridon  restore ; 
0  drove  them  all  awaj,  and  his  love  with  him  bon. 
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idore,  when  thus  he  now  had  ranght  8 

*astorella  from  those  briprants  powre, 

le  Castle  of  Bclgard  her  brought, 

3f  was  lord  the  good  Sir  Bellainoure; 

hylome  was,  in  his  youthes  freshest  flowre, 

3  knight  as  ever  wielded  speare, 

id  endured  many  a  dreadmll  stoure 

dy  battell  for  a  ladie  deare. 

Test  ladie  then  of  all  that  living  were. 

me  was  Claribell;  whose  father  hight  i 

d  of  many  Hands,  farre  renound 
1  great  riches  and  his  greater  might : 
•ougli  the  wealth  wherein  he  did  abound, 
lugnter  thought  in  wedlocke  to  have  bound 
le  Prince  of  Picteland,  bordering  nero  ; 
3,  whose  sides  before  with  secret  wound 
to  Bellamoure  empierced  were, 
neanes  shund  to  match  with  any  forreign  fere: 

sllamour  againe  so  well  her  pleased  6 

layly  service  and  attendance  dew, 

r  her  love  he  was  entyrely  seized, 

3sely  did  her  wed,  but  knowne  to  few : 

when  her  father  understood,  he  grew 

reat  rage  that  them  in  dongeon  dcepe 

it  compassion  cruelly  he  threw ; 

1  so  streightly  them  asunder  keepe, 

either  could  to  company  of  th*  other  creepe. 

sse  Sir  Bellamour,  whether  through  grace  0 

•et  guifts,  so  with  his  keepers  wrought, 

)  his  love  sometimes  he  came  in  place ; 

of  her  wombe  unwist  to  wight  was  fraught, 
dew  time  a  may  den  child  forth  brought : 
she  streightway  (for  dread  least  if  her  syre 
know  thereof  to  slav  he  would  have  sought) 

•cd  to  her  handmayd,  that  for  hyre 

>uld  it  cause  be  fostred  under  straunge  attjTO. 

istie  damzell  bearing  it  abrode  7 

le  emptie  fields,  where  living  wight 
lot  bewray  the  secret  of  her  lode, 
*th  gan  lay  unto  the  open  light 
le  babe,  to  take  thereof  a  sight : 
why  lest  she  did  with  watrie  ejme  behold, 
he  liUe  brest,  like  christall  bright, 
)te  perceive  a  little  Durple  mold, 
ce  a  rose  her  ailken  leaves  did  faire  \m£o\d« 
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Q  slie  it  marVt,  and  pittied  the  more, 
.  could  not  remedie  her  wretched  caae; 
t.  closini;  it  ag:aine  like  as  lie  fore, 
deaw'd  n-ith.  t^ares  there  left  it  ia  tie  place  j 
—.■t  left  not  quite,  but  drew  a  little  apace 
Hiiud  the  bushes,  n-here  she  her  did  hyde, 
|>  iveet  what  mortall  bund,  or  beaveiis  grace, 
■ould  for  the  wretched  infimts  helps  provydc ; 
Br  which  it  loudlj  cold,  sjid  pittiMly  ci^ae. 

Jt  length  a  shepheard,  vrhich  thereby  did  Iteepe 
■19  fleecie  flocke  upOD  the  plavocs  around, 
md  with  tlie  infants  cry  that  loud  did  weepe, 
^me  to  the  place ;  rehere  when  he  wrapped  foaud 
I'abandond  spoyle,  lie  sotlly  it  unbound; 


9  lonii;  continu'd  Claribell  a  thraU, 
I  Bi'Ilaxnour  in  bands ;  till  tliat  licr  tyre 
■arted  life,  and  leil  unto  them  all ; 
Q  all  the  Btormea  of  fortunes  former  .vre 
ind  they  to  freedome  did  ri 
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resolving  to  retnme  in  hast  13 

?at  atchievement,  ho  bethoap;ht 

s  love,  now  perill  being  past, 

bell ;  whylest  he  that  monster  sought 

t  the  world,  and  to  destruction  brought. 

eave  of  his  faire  Pastorell, 

ecomfort  all  the  meanes  he  wrought, 

ks  to  BeUamour  and  Qaribell, 

>rth  on  his  quest,  and  did  that  him  befelL 

re  I  doe  his  adventures  tell  14 

loite,  me  needeth  to  declare 

jetide  to  the  faire  Pastorell, 

absence  left  in  heavy  care, 

lilj  mourning  and  niahtlv  misfare: 

\t  auncient  matrone  all  she  might, 

her  with  all  things  choice  and  rare ; 

rne  handmayd,  that  Melissa  hight, 

to  attend  her  dewly  day  and  night. 

noming,  when  this  maiden  faire  15 

ng  her,  having  her  snow]^  brest 

laced,  nor  her  golden  haire 

3omely  tresses  oewly  drest, 

espy  upon  her  yvory  chest 

larke,  which  she  remembred  well 

ifant  had,  which  forth  she  kest, 

ter  of  her  Lady  Claribell, 

she  bore  the  whiles  in  prison  she  did  dwell* 

1  avising,  streight  she  gan  to  cast  IG 

«iptfull  mynd  that  this  faire  mayd 
ame  infant,  which  so  long  sith  past 
open  fields  had  loosely  layd 
)  spoilc,  unable  it  to  ayd : 
oy,  streight  forth  she  ran  in  hast 
listresse,  being  halfe  dismayd, 
how  the  heavens  had  her  graste, 
r  chylde,  which  in  misfortunes  mouth  was  plaste. 

mother  seeing  such  her  mood,  17 

ig  not  what  meant  that  sodaine  thro, 

low  mote  her  words  be  understood, 

;he  matter  was  that  mov'd  her  so. 

"  sayd  she,  "ye  know  that  long  ygo, 

I  in  durance  dwelt,  ye  to  me  gave 

yde,  the  which  ye  cnylded  tho ; 

^guine  if  DOW  ye  list  to  have, 

jronder  lady,  whom,  High  God  did  ww^r 
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Much  was  the  lady  irooWed  at  tiut  spinach,  U 

And  gan  to  naestion  Btreight  how  ehe  i*  kne«. 

"  Mo*t  cerlaiDP  mwUef."  •ayd  die,  "  do  nit<  it  Icwbi 

Tot  on  hcT  bienxt  I  with  thwe  ojree  did  rew 

The  little  ptirple  rose  which  ihtrecm  Kf^. 

■\\'hereof  her  name  ye  then  to  hw  difl  RiTe. 

Besides,  her  coiiac«naunee  and  her  likel.*  heir, 

Jlatehed  with  Bijiiall  yeai^  do  surely  pricre 

Th&t  yond  sauiB  u  your  daughter  •«?«,  which  jrtdolliBn' 


_  _ ..dUydni 

t  rorthir  ' 


i 


_..     jifb  thateose  she  plaiiidT«»w  diiplayil; 
Then,  her  emliraciiig  twirt  her  wine*  twaine. 

So  lona  DO  held,  and  sofUy  weeping  aajrd ; 

"  And  lireet  lUou,  mj'  daughter,  now  sKuaeP 

And  art  ihou  yet  alire,  whom  dead  I  Iouk  did  Euoef* 

Hio  fltrther  ukin^  her  oT  nadir  things. 

And  times  comparing  with  their  accidetits. 

She  found  at  last,  by  »ery  certaine  aipucs 

Ajid  apcaltinfc  markes  of  passed  monumeute. 

That  this  young  mayJ,  whom  chance  to  her  preaeat:^ 

In  her  owne  daughter,  her  owoe  infant  deare. 

Tho,  wondrin?  long  at  those  so  str»unge  eveats. 

A  thousand  times  she  her  embraced  nere. 

With  many  a  io;fuU  luase  and  manj  a  melting  teaic 

Whoerer  ie  the  mother  of  one  ehylde, 
'niiicb  having  thought  long  dead  she  fjndes  alire. 
Let  her  b.r  proofe  of  that  which  she  hath  f^-lde 
Jn  her  owne  breast,  this  mothers  ioy  deacriTe; 

For  other  none  such  passion  caa  contrive 
In  perfect  forme,  as  this  good  lady  felt,_ 
When  she  ho  faire  a  daughter  saw  snrvire. 
As  Pastorella  was ;  that  nigh  she  awelt 
For  passing  ioy,  which  did  all  into  pittjr  melt. 

Thence  running  forth  unto  her  lorod  lord, 
She  unto  him  recounted  all  that  fell : 
Who,  ioyning  ioy  with  her  in  one  accord. 
Acknowledge,  for  his  owne,  faire  PastorelL 
There  leave  we  them  in  ioy,  and  let  us  teU 
Uf  Calidore ;  who,  seeking  all  this  while 
That  mona\TOii»>ietta\,\i^  &K^tiT04\<i  n^wlL 
Throuali  evcty  ^\ttce  V*a.T**'C«5«a»\f™i»«s&.^^fc 
Him  fo\low'4\>S  'iiia  «~*  **^»*  a-"™" ^^ 
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:h  all  estates  he  found  that  he  had  past,  23 

ih  he  many  massacres  had  left, 

the  clergy  now  was  come  at  last ; 
;h  such  spoile,  such  havocke,  and  such  theft 
mi^ht,  that  thence  all  firoodnesse  he  bereft 
idlesse  were  to  tell.    The  elfin  kniffht, 
ow  no  place  besides  unsought  had  left,     . 
:th  into  a  monastere  did  light, 

he  him  found  despoyling  all  with  maine  and  might. 

eir  cloysters  now  he  broken  had,  24 

:h  which  the  monckes  he  chaced  here  and  there, 
em  pursued  into  their  dortours  sad, 
arched  all  their  eels  and  secrets  neare ; 
ch  what  filth  and  ordure  did  appeare, 
rrkesome  to  report;  yet  that  foule  beast, 
t  sparing  them,  the  more  did  tosse  and  teare, 
nsacke  all  their  dennes  from  most  to  least, 
ling  nought  religion  nor  their  holy  helwt. 

hence  into  the  sacred  church  he  broke,  25 

bd  the  chancell,  and  the  deskes  downe  threw, 

tars  fouled,  and  blasphemy  spoke, 

e  images,  for  all  their  goodly  hew, 

it  to  ground,  whilest  none  was  them  to  rew ; 

'onfounded  and  disordered  there : 

•eing  Calidore,  away  he  flew, 

ne  his  fatall  hand  by  former  feare ; 

him  fast  pursuing  soone  approached  neare. 

I  a  narrow  place  he  overtooke,  26 

(rce  assailing  forst  him  tume  againe : 

Y  he  tumd  againe,  when  he  him  strooke 

us  sharpe  Steele,  and  ran  at  him  amaine 

pen  mouth,  that  seemed  to  containe 

^ood  pecke  within  the  utmost  brim, 

with  yron  teeth  in  raunges  twaine, 

'rrifide  his  foes,  and  armed  him, 

ing  like  the  mouth  of  Orcus  griesly  grim : 

erein  were  a  thousand  tonos  empight  27 

iry  kindes  and  simdrv  quality ; 

rere  of  dogs,  that  barked  da:|r  and  night ; 

>me  of  cats,  that  wrawling  still  did  cry ; 

)me  of  beares,  that  groynd  continually; 

me  of  tygres,  that  did  seeme  to  gren 

ar  at  all  that  ever  passed  by : 

)st  of  them  were  tongues  of  mortaU  ms^ 

spake  reproaobfuUj,  not  caring  w\)i0C«  itftt  ii\mbbu 


And  them  smonsst  irere  miiiKlnl  here  anil  iW* 

The  tODgnei  of  Berpeatg,  vilh  threo-fbcfced  'tiw^ 

That  epat  out  poison,  and  eoTC-UoBiljr  gen^ 

At  nil  tb>t  came  nitltui  hti  nTeainga ; 

And  epalie  licentious  words  and  lutefuU  tiusBt 

Of  eood  and  bad  alike,  oriow  and  lue, 

Ne  kesars  gpured  he  a  whit  norkin^; 

But  either  blotU'd  Itium  with  iofumie, 

Ot  bit  them  with  hia  h&aefull  (««tli  ofininrr. 

Sat  Calidore,  thereof  do  w;hit  ftfrajd. 
BeDCountrcd  him  with  m>  impetuous  migbt. 
That  tb'  outrage  of  hia  rioleiic*  he  Bt«j£ 
And  bet  nbacke  tlireatmii^  ia  raine  t«  t»t«. 
And  apitling  forth  the  povson  of  hia  spight 
That  fouied  aJl  about  his  blood;  iawea : 
Tho,  roariug  up  bis  fonner  feiete  on  bight. 
He  rampt  upon  him  with  his  nvenoua  pnwes. 
As  if  be  would  h&Te  rent  him  with  Im  crtiell  cliwiB! 

Bat  heriidit  well  aware,  hia  rage  to  wsrd. 

Did  cast  bis  shield  atweene;  and,  therewitball 

Putting  Ilia  puissaunce  forth,  pureu'd  so  bard. 

That  backcn  ard  he  enforced  mm  to  fail ; 

And,  being  doivuc.  ere  he  new  heipe  coi^d  call. 

His  shield  he  on  him  threw,  and  fast  downe  h^d; 

Liie  aa  a  bulloolie,  that  in  bloudy  stall 

Of  butchere  balefuU  band  to  groimd  is  feld, 

la  forcibly  kept  downe,  till  hs  be  throuRhlir  qoeU. 

Fall  cniellf  the  beast  did  rage  and  rore 

To  be  donne  held,  and  majstred  ao  with  mig^t. 

That  he  ^an  fret  and  fome  out  bloudf  Kore, 

StriTing  ID  vaJDe  to  rere  himself  upnght : 

For  still,  the  more  he  strove,  the  more  the  knight 

Did  him  Buppri'Bsc.  and  forcibly  subdew ; 

That  made  nim  almost  mad  for  fell  deapight: 

He  grind,  he  bit,  lie  scrarht,  be  Tcnini  threw, 

Aoa  lared  like  a  feeud  right  horrible  iu  hew : 

Or  like  the  hell-borne  hydra,  which  the;  lain* 
That  great  Alcides  whilome  orerthrew, 

AfWr  Ibat  he  hod  labourd  long  in  vaine 

To  crop  bis  thousand  heads,  the  which  still  new 

Forth  budded,  and  in  greater  number  grew. 

Such  was  the  fury  of  this  hellish  beast, 

Whilest  Calidore  him  under  him  downe  thrsTr  j 

Who  natteniOTc\is\w».T5\oMS.tAft»W., 

But  ajBi  tiiemote\iBi»%4,<iwmsa*^a»viwt»'^n 
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Hio,  when  ike  beaat  saw  he  mote  noaght  availe  33 

B7  force,  he  gan  his  hundred  toDffuee  apply, 

Hid  iharpely  at  him  to  revile  ana  raile 

With  bitter  termes  of  shamefull  infamy; 

Oft  interlacing  many  a  forged  lie, 

Whoee  like  he  never  once  did  speake,  nor  heare, 

Kor  ever  thought  thing  so  unworthily: 

Tet  did  he  nought,  for  all  that,  him  tbrbeare. 

But  ttrained  him  so  Btreightly  that  he  chokt  him  neare. 

At  list,  whenaa  he  found  his  force  to  shrinckd  34 

And  rage  to  quaile,  he  tooke  a  muzzle  strong 

Of  surest  yron  made  with  many  a  lincke ; 

Hierewith  he  mured  up  his  mouth  along. 

And  therein  shut  up  his  blasphemous  tong, 

«or  never  more  defaming  gentle  knight, 

Or  unto  lovely  lady  doing  wTonjg : 

And  thereunto  a  great  long  chaine  he  tight, 

With  which  he  drew  him  forth,  even  in  his  own  despight 

Like  as  whyl6me  that  strong  Tirynthian  swaine  36 

Brought  forth  with  him  the  dreadful]  dog  of  hell. 

Against  his  will  fast  bound  in  yron  chaine, 

^d  roring  horribly  did  him  compell 

To  see  the  hatefull  sunne,  that  he  raicht  tell 

To  grieslv  Pluto,  what  on  earth  was  donne; 

And  to  the  other  damned  ghosts  which  dwell 

For  aye  in  darkenesse  which  daj^-lisht  doth  shonne: 

So  lea  this  knight  his  captyve  with  like  conquest  wonne. 

Tet  greatly  did  the  beast  repine  at  those  36 

Straunge  bands,  whose  like  till  then  he  never  bore, 

Ke  ever  an^  durst  till  then  impose ; 

And  chauned  inly,  seeing  now  no  more 

Him  liberty  was  left  aloud  to  rore : 

Yet  durst  he  not  draw  backe,  nor  once  withstand 

The  proved  powre  of  noble  Calidore ; 

But  trembled  underneath  his  might ie  hand. 

And  like  a  fearefull  dog  him  followed  through  the  land. 

Km  through  all  Faery  land  he  foUow'd  so,  37 

As  if  he  learned  had  ooodience  loner. 

That  all  the  people,  whereso  he  did  go. 

Out  of  their  townes  did  round  about  him  throng. 

To  see  him  leade  that  bea^t  in  bondage  strong; 

And  seeing  it,  much  wonder *d  at  the  sight : 

And  all  such  persons,  as  he  earst  did  wrong, 

Bekyced  much  to  sec  his  captive  plight, 

Aad  much  Mdmjrr*d  the  beaat,  but  more  iy^yt^^^^\ifi4^)N*« 


m-""  -"^  this  mongUir,  by  the  mavBtring  tnight 
Pf  doughty  CoJidore.  aupprest  and  tamed. 
That  neter  more  he  iooli>  endaramadge  wicht 
iV'ith  his  vile  tongiie,  which  many  h^  defsmel 
^nd  many  I'augelesse  caused  to  be  hlamed : 
Kp  did  111'  neke  Ions:  afler  thi?  remiunc, 
^ntill  Ihat.  (whether  n  icked  fate  so  framed 
)r  fault  of  men.)  he  lirnkc  hia  yron  cbaine, 
Lnd  got  into  the  n-orld  at  liberty  sgaiue. 

rhenceforlh  more  mischiefB  and  mope  acath  he  iriwlgh 
"o  mortal]  men  than  he  had  done  before ; 
e  ever  could,  by  any,  more  be  brought 

gJbe  tliat,  louB  time  after  Oalidore, 
■The  good  Sir  Felleas  him  teoke  in  hondi 
Hnd  sf\cr  him  Sir  Lamoratke  of  yofe  ; 
^nd  al]  hia  bretJivcn  borne  in  Britaine  land ; 

le  of  them  could  ever  bring  him  into  baod. 


TWO  CANTOS 

OF  MUTABILITIE: 

WHICH,     BOTH    FOR    FORME    AND    MATTBR, 

▲rrBUU  TO  BB  TAmCXLL  OV  SOICB  TOLLownro  BOOXm  OB 

THE  FAERIE  QUEENE. 

VBDXX 

fSit  Xegenti  of  CPonstancit. 


CANTO  VI. 

Prood  Change  (not  pleasd  in  mortoU  thing! 

Beneath  the  moone  to  raigne) 
Pretends,  as  well  of  gods  as  men. 

To  be  the  soreraine. 

tITHAT  man  that  sees  the  ever-whirling  wheele  1 

"f   Of  Chanffe,  the  which  all  mortall  ihmp  doth  sway, 

Bat  that  thereby  doth  find,  and  plainly  feelo, 

Hoir  Mutability  in  them  doth  play 

Ser cruell  sports  to  many  mens  decay? 

VHuch  that  to  all  may  better  yet  appcaro, 

[  will  rehearse,  that  whylome  I  heard  say, 

Sow  the  at  first  herselte  began  to  reare  n>eare. 

3tinst  all  the  gods,  and  th'  empire  sought  from  tnom  to 

But  first,  here  falleth  fittest  to  unfold  2 

9er  antique  race  and  linage  ancient, 

b  I  hare  found  it  registrid  of  old 

[&  Faeiy  land  mongst  records  permanent. 

She  was,  to  weet,  a  daughter  by  descent 

Of  tho0e  old  Titans  that  did  whylome  strive 

Vtlth  Satumes  sonue  for  heavens  regiment : 

(?hom  thoujBfh  high  love  of  kingdome  did  deprive, 

Fot  manj  of  their  stenmie  long  after  did  survive : 

lad  many  of  them  aflerwards  obtain 'd  8 

hmi  power  of  love,  and  high  authority  s 

b  Hecate,  in  whose  almighty  hand 

Bb  Dlac't  all  rule  and  princiuality, 

b  be  by  her  disposed  diversly 

b  coda  and  men,  as  she  them  list  divide  i 

bia  dnd  Bellona,  that  doth  sound  on  hie 

n^airaf  aad  aUarvuna  unto  nations  wide, 

m$maMid§  both  hearea  and  earth  to  tceo^b^  «ill\tfft  ^^c^i^ 
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So  Uliewiec  did  tliis  Titanefae  upitv 
Rule  and  dominion  to  henrlr^  lo  letuiie-, 
llut  a8  a  ^odde»se  men  naiclit  her  Bdmuv, 
Anil  h«afei)].T  hoboiin  jiAA,  u  to  Uiem  twuoa;         ' 
And  firit.  oa  tar^  ahe  goneht  it  to  obtaiuFi 
Whore  she  aach  proofe  And  sad  examptM  ili«w«d       ' 
Of  her  great  power,  to  man;  oiwa  greal  painr.  , 

That  not  men  onelj  (whom  ihe  looiw  Bnbdewcd)        I 
Sut  eke  all  otlier  creatuiM  lier  bod  dooings  mod. 

For  ahe  the  fsee  of  earthly  thinin  so  changed. 

That  all  which  Nature  had  eswblisht  firat. 

In  good  eslat«.  and  in  meet  order  ranffed. 

She  did  pervert,  and  all  their  stalules  burst : 

And  all  the  worlds  faire  frame  (nhjch  none  jet  dsnt 

Of  gods  or  men  to  alter  or  miscnide) 

She  all«r'd  cjnite  i  and  made  tticin  alt  acmrst 

That  Gi?d  had  btfst,  and  did  at  first  prorido 

In  tliat  still  hupry  P'ste  for  ever  to  abide. 

Ne  ahee  the  lawes  of  Nature  onelj  brake. 

But  eke  of  iustiee,  and  of  polieie ; 

And  wrong  of  risht,  and  bad  of  good  did  make. 

And  death  for  life  cxehanfced  foohshlie : 

Since  which,  all  living  wigbte  have  learned  to  dir. 

And  all  this  world  is  woien  daily  worse. 

0  pitlioUB  worke  of  Mutabilitio, 

By  which  we  all  are  aubiect  to  that  cnrse. 

And  death,  inatead  of  life,  hare  sucked  from  out  nnn 

And  now,  when  all  the  earth  she  thus  had  bmngKt 

lo  her  behest  and  thralled  to  her  rnight. 
She  i:;au  to  cast  in  her  ambitioua  thought 
T'  attempt  (he  empire  of  the  hcaTena  night. 
And  love  himselfe  to  shoulder  from  hia  right. 
And  fimt,  she  past  the  reaion  of  the  ayre 
And  of  the  fire,  whose  substance  thin  and  ali^t 
Made  no  resistance,  ne  could  her  contraire. 
But  r««dy  to  her  pleasore  did  prepaire. 

Thence  to  the  circle  of  the  moone  she  clambe. 

Where  Cynthia  raignea  in  eTerlaating  glory. 

To  nhoae  bright  shining  palace  straight  ahe  came. 

All  fairely  deekt  with  hcavena  eoodly  story  ( 

Whose  silver  gates  (by  which  there  sate  an  hory 

Old  aged  aVte,  V\\\i\io«xe-^»»wi\&  Wivd, 

Higllt  Tyroe,^  tW  en\(Mei,-«etaV'a\\e^«  •«  vsc^  ^ 

Ne  etwde  UW  6\ie  We'ta^Bes'i.  »M.wt>i»«-»™A^     , 
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eittinfl:  on  an  iTory  throne  shee  found,  ^ 

rne  of  two  steeds,  th*  one  black,  the  other  white, 
iron*d  with  tenne  thousand  starres  around, 
duhr  her  attended  day  and  night ; 
by  her  side  there  ran  a  pag^,  that  hight 
>er,  whom  we  the  evenin^-starre  intend ; 
;  with  his  torche,  still  twinkling  like  twy light 
lightened  all  the  wajr  where  she  would  wend 
ioy  to  weary  wandering  trarellers  did  lend : 

;  when  the  hardy  Titanesse  beheld  10 

goodly  building  of  her  palace  bright, 
e  of  the  heavens  substance,  and  up -held. 
li  thousand  crystall  pillors  of  huge  hight ; 
}  gan  to  bume  in  her  ambitious  spright 
t  enirie  her  that  in  such  glorie  raigned. 
oones  she  cast  by  force  and  tortious  might 
to  displace,  and  to  herselfe  t'  have  gained 
kingdome  of  the  night,  and  waters  by  her  wained. 

It  she  bid  the  goddesse  downe  descend,  11 

let  herselfe  into  that  ivory  throne ; 
she  herselfe  more  worthy  thereof  wend, 
better  able  it  to  guide  alone  ;  • 

;thcr  to  men  whose  fall  she  did  bemone, 
jito  gods  whose  state  she  did  maligne, 
0  th'  infemall  powers  her  need  give  lone 
er  faire  light  and  bounty  most  benigne, 
jelfe  of  all  that  rule  shee  deemed  most  condigne. 

shee  that  had  to  her  that  sqveraigne  seat  12 

lighest  love  assign'd,  therein  to  beare 
its  burning  lamp,  regarded  not  her  threat, 
fielded  ought  for  favour  or  for  feare ; 
with  Sterne  countenance  and  disdainfull  cheare, 
iinp  her  horned  browes,  did  put  her  back ; 
,  boldly  blaming  her  for  commg  there, 
i  her  attonce  from  heavens  cost  lo  pack, 
,t  her  perill  bide  the  wrathfull  thunders  wrack. 

nathemore  the  giantesse  forbare ;  13 

boldlv  preacing  on,  raught  forth  her  hand 

luck  ner  downe  perforce  from  off  her  chairo ; 

,  there-with  lifting  up  her  golden  wand, 

>atened  to  strike  her  if  she  did  with-stand : 

sreat  the  starres,  which  round  about  Viet  ViVawA, 

eke  tbemoones  bright  wagon  still  did«tKEA, 

jeing  with  bo  bold  attempt  amazed, 

n  her  nnoonth  jbabit  and  ateme  \o6ke  i\a^  fS^nA* 

dD2 


rvre  taebie  queenh. 

liile  tlie  lower  world,  which  notkinR  knew            U 

p  the  heavens,  and  oil  the  heavenly  crew 

>V  ivightfi,  now  unpurvaide  of  light. 

inch  afraid  and  wondred  at  that  sight; 

■  lest  Chaos  broken  had  hla  chaine, 

Dusht  againe  on  them  el^rnall  night  j                      I  1 

efl.v  Mercury,  that  next  doth  raigno,                       ] 

th  in  haste  unto  the  king  of  goda  to  pkino 

together  with  a  grput  out^^^y                                 15 

■.a  faire  palace  fixt  in  heaven's  highti 

■aline  at  his  gntea  full  earnestlv, 

1  (0  bbn  aloud  with  all  their  might, 

^  what  meant  that  Buddaine  lael  of  light 

her  of  the  jtoda,  when  this  he  heard.                       1 

jiiblcd  mucli  at  their  so  strange  aflright,                   1 

ip  least  Typhon  were  againe  uprear'd.                       ' 

This  old  foes  that  once  hiin  sorely  fcar-d. 

,68  the  Sonne  of  Maie  foHh  he  sent                        V- 

to  the  circle  of  the  moone,  to  knowe 

lae  of  this  so  strange  astonishment, 

ly  shee  did  her  wonted  course  forslowei 
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eavens  herald  staid  not  to  reply,  19 

list  away,  his  doings  to  relate 
his  lord ;  who  now,  in  th'  highest  sky, 
)laced  in  his  principall  estate, 
all  the  gods  about  him  congregate : 
lom  when  Hermes  had  his  message  told, 
them  all  exceedingly  amate, 
[ove ;  who  changing  nought  his  countenance  bold, 
Qto  them  at  length  these  speeches  wise  unfold. 

ken  to  mee  awhile,  ye  heavenly  powers :  20 

ay  remember  since  th*  earths  cursed  seed 

it  to  assaile  the  heavens  etemall  towers, 

o  us  all  exceeding  feare  did  breed ; 

low  we  then  defeated  all  their  deed, 

Q  doe  know,  and  them  destroied  quite ; 

ot  so  quite,  but  that  there  did  succeed 

f-spring  of  their  bloud,  which  did  alite 

the  fruitfull  earth,  which  doth  us  yet  despite. 

hat  bad  seed  is  this  bold  woman  bred,  21 

low  with  bold  presumption  doth  aspire 
rust  faire  Phoebe  from  lier  silver  bea, 
ke  ourselves  from  heavens  high  empire, 
t  her  might  were  match  to  her  desire : 
efore  it  now  behoves  us  to  advise 
way  is  best  to  drive  her  to  retire ; 
her  by  open  force,  or  counsell  wise : 
,  ye  sonnes  of  Grod,  as  best  ye  can  deyiBe.** 

^ing  said,  he  ceast ;  and  with  his  brow  22 

(lack  e^e-brow,  whose  doomefull  dreaded  beck 

it  to  wield  the  world  unto  his  vow, 

ven  the  highest  powers  of  heaven  to  check,) 

signe  to  them  in  their  degrees  to  speake : 

itraight  gan  cast  their  counsell  grave  and  wise. 

awhile  th  earths  daughter,  thoug^h  she  nought  did  reck 

(rmes  message,  yet  gan  now  advise 

course  were  best  to  take  in  this  hot  bold  empnze. 

mes  she  thus  resolv'd ;  that  whil*st  the  gods  23 

retume  of  Hermes  embassie) 
troubled,  and  amongst  themselves  at  ods ; 
9  they  could  new  counsells  re-allie, 
upon  them  in  that  cxtasie, 
ake  what  fortune,  time,  and  place  would  lend: 
th  she  rose,  and  through  the  purest  sky 
'69  hjffb  palace  straight  cast  to  ascend, 
tecnte  her  plot :  good  onset  boada  ^ood  eiA. 


TBB   riBBIE    QFBEXB.                                            1 

lee  promiat,  if  ake  would  liim  pleamre                fl 
19  auiall  boone,  to  quit  her  with  a  bettor;              ' 
tliat  whereas  shee  liad  out  of  measure 

"d  tilt  Fauchin,  who  by  nouKht  did  set  her, 

would  undertake  for  this  to  gi't  her 

9  love,  and  of  him  liked  well : 

aU  which,  he  vow'd  to  be  her  debtor                       ; 

y  moo  (cood  tumes  then  he  wou]d  telt ; 

:  of  wJuoh  this  little  pleasure  should  cxooll.            ^ 

lie  maid  did  vield  to  him  anono ;                           i\ 

lim  placed  whore  he  clone  mighl  view 

er  any  saw,  save  onely  one, 

■  his  hire  to  so  foole-hardy  dew, 

lis  Ucn  ids  dcTOUr'd  in  hunters  hew, 
lier  mnnner  was  on  buddv  day. 
-ith  her  nymplies  about  her,  drew 

weet  gpnoR;  where,  doffing  her  army, 

'd  herlovcly  limbes,  for  Ioto  b  likely  pray. 

aunus  saw  that  pleased  maeh  his  eye,                  dO 
le  hiB  hart  to  tiekle  in  his  breet, 

great  ioy  of  aonif«  hat  he  did  spy, 

lliim  not  contnine  in  silent  rest ; 
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having  paoz'd  awhile,  love  thus  bespake,  29 

ill  never  mortall  thoughta  cease  to  aspire 
lis  bold  sort  to  heaven  claime  to  make, 
touch  celestiall  seates  with  earthly  mire  P 
•uld  have  thought  that  bold  Procrustes  hire» 
.Syphons  fall,  or  proud  Ixions  paine 
Teat  Prometheus  tasteing  of  our  ir6, 
lid  have  suffiz'd  the  rest  for  to  restraine, 
wam*d  all  men,  by  their  example,  to  refraine ; 

t  now  this  ofif-scum  of  that  cursed  fry  80 

5  to  renew  the  like  bold  enterprize, 
chalenge  th'  heritage  of  this  our  skie ; 
>m  what  should  hinder,  but  that  we  likewise 
lid  handle  as  the  rest  of  her  allies, 
thunder-drive  to  heUP"    With  that  he  shooke 
nectar-deawed  locks,  with  which  the  skyes 
all  the  world  beneath  for  terror  quooke, 
eft  his  burning  levin-brond  in  hand  htf  tooke. 

when  he  looked  on  her  lovely  face,  31 

hich  faire  beames  of  beauty  did  appeare 

't  could  the  greatest  wrath  soone  turne  to  grace, 

h  sway  doth  beauty  even  in  heaven  beare,! 

;taide  nis  hand ;  and,  having  chang'd  his  cneare, 

hus  againe  in  milder  wise  be^an ; 

it  ah !  if  gods  should  strive  with  flesh  yfere 

I  shortly  should  the  progeny  of  man 

ooted  out,  if  love  should  doe  still  what  he  can* 

• 

t  thee,  faire  Titans  chUd,  I  rather  weene,  33 

>ugh  some  vaine  errour,  or  inducement  Hght, 

ee  that  mortall  eyes  have  never  scene ; 

lirough  ensample  of  thy  sisters  might, 

)na,  whose  great  glory  thou  doost  spight, 

9  thou  hast  scene  her  dreadful!  power  belowe : 

gst  wretched  men,  dismaide  with  her  afifright, 

andie  crownes,  and  kingdoms  to  bestowe : 

sure  thy  worth  no  lesse  then  hers  doth  seem  to  showe. 

t  wote  thou  this,  thou  hai*dy  Titanesse,  33 

not  the  worth  of  anv  living  wight 

challenge  ought  in  heavens  interesse ; 

h  lesse  the  title  of  old  Titans  right : 

we  by  conquest,  of  our  soveraine  might, 

by  etemall  doome  of  Fates  decree, 

»  wonne  the  empire  of  the  heavens  bright  \ 

A  to  ourselves  we  hold,  and  to  whom,  weo 

wartLiy  dceme  partakers  of  our  bliase  \o  \>«&. 


THE  rAEBtE    ftCBENB. 

li'Kse  Diana,  full  of  mditriiation. 

eefortli  nbandond  her  delioiouB  brooke: 

I  n-bosB  nwcpto  atreame,  before  that  bad  oocMion, 

1  muoh  delii^lit  to  baCKe  hor  limbes  sho  tooke: 

\  onri.v  lipr,  but  also  qiutc  foraooke 

Jl  thone  fare  forrestB  aboat  Arlo  hid ; 

|id  all  that  mountainc.  which  doth  overlooks 

R  richpat  champian  that  may  else  be  rid ; 

d  the  fmro  Shurc,  in  ivhich  ore  thousand  salmon*  bro 

—Fm  nl!,  nnd  all  tliat  ebo  to  dearo  did  why, 
leneofortli  she  left ;  and,  pftrtina  from  tne  place, 
creon  an  heavy  haplesse  curse  did  lay ; 
weel.  tliat  wolvefl,  where  she  was  wont  lo  «paoa 
ju'd  harbonr'd  be  and  all  thoae  woods  deface, 
1  Ihii'ves  should  rob  and  enoile  that  roast  around, 
'c  "hieh,  those  woods,  and  all  that  goodly  chase 
h  to  this  day  with  wolves  and  tUievea  abound ; 
h'ch  too-too  true  timt  lands  in-dvellera  siuco  b&vefba 
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Bat  moniorsi  them  all,  as  fittest  for  her  game,  39 

CKither  for  chace  of  beasts  with  hound  or  bovre, 

Gr  for  to  shroade  in  shade  from  Phoebos  flame. 

Or  bathe  in  fountaines  that  doe  freshly  flovre 

Or  from  high  hilles,  or  from  the  dales  belovre,) 

She  chose  this  Arlo ;  where  shee  did  resort 

With  all  her  nymphes  enranged  on  a  rowe, 

With  whom  the  woody  goda  did  oft  consort; 

IPor  with  the  nymphes  the  aatyres  love  to  play  and  sport: 

Amongst  the  which  there  was  a  nymph  that  hight  40 

IColanna :  daughter  of  old  Father  Mole, 

Ajad  sister  unto  M ulla  fairc  and  bright : 

Unto  whose  bed  false  Bregoc:  whylome  stole 

That  Shepheard  Colin  dearely  did  condole, 

And  made  her  lucklesso  loves  well  knowne  to  bo : 

Sat  this  Molanna,  were  she  not  so  shole, 

Were  no  lesse  fairc  and  beautifull  then  shee : 

"Yet,  as  she  is,  a  fairer  flood  may  no  man  see. 

Per  first  she  springs  out  of  two  marble  rocks,  41 

On  which  a  grove  of  oakes  high-mounted  growes 

That  as  a  girlond  seemes  to  deck  the  locks 

Of  some  faire  bride,  brought  forth  with  pompous  showes 

Out  of  her  bowre,  that  many  flowers  strowes ; 

8o  through  the  flowry  dales  she  tumbling  downe 

Thtough  many  woods  and  shady  coverts  flowes 

That  on  each  side  her  silver  channell  crowne. 

Till  to  the  plaine  she  come,  whose  valleyes  shoe  drownc. 

In  her  sweet  streames  Diana  u^ed  oft,  42 

After  her  sweatie  chace  and  toilesome  play. 

To  bathe  herselfe ;  and,  after,  on  the  soft 

And  downy  grasse  her  dainty  limbes  to  lay 

In  covert  shade,  where  none  behold  her  may. 

For  much  she  hated  sight  of  living  eye : 

Foolish  god  Faunus,  though  full  many  a  day 

He  saw  her  clad,  yet  longed  foolishly 

To  see  her  naked  mongst  her  nymphes  in  privity. 

No  way  he  found  to  compasse  his  desire,  43 

But  to  corrupt  Molanna,  this  her  maid. 
Her  to  discover  for  some  secret  hire : 
So  her  with  flattering  words  he  first  assaid; 
And,  after,  pleasing  gifts  for  her  purvaid, 
Queene-apples,  and  red  cherries  from  the  tree, 
VVith  which  he  her  allured  and  betraid 
To  tell  what  time  be  might  her  lady  aee 
When  Bbe  henelfe  did  batho,  that  he  im^t  %eftt<i.\.>a^ 
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la  a  fajre  plaine  upon  an  t^juall  hill 

She  plnced  was  in  a  pavilion ; 

2Tol  iuch  an  crafWmen  br  their  idle  skill 

Are  wont  for  nrincM  atatcB  to  fiiaUton  ; 

But  til'  earth  hcrsplf,  of  her  ownc  motion. 

Out  of  her  fruitful!  IxBoine  made  to  grow* 

Most  daintj  trc««,  that,  shooting  up  anon, 

Pid  veeme  to  bow  their  bloMmioB  hesds  fall  ]owe 

For  homage  tinto  her,  and  Hire  k  thioae  did  •hew. 

Su  hard  it  is  for  snj  liTine  wight 

All  her  array  and  vcstiments  to  tell. 

That  old  Dan  Geffrey  fin  whoso  gentle  BpriflUl. 

The  pure  rell-hwid  of  poesie  did  dwell) 

In  hu  Foiiirt  Farlen  aurst  not  with  it  mell. 

But  it  traosfenvd  to  Alane,  who  he  thoimkt 

Had  in  his  PlainI  if  Eindei  deacrib'd  it  well  t 

Wiuch  who  will  read  sel  forth  so  as  it  oiieht. 

Go  fleek  he  oat  that  Alane  where  he  may  be  sought. 

And  all  the  earth  far  nDdemesth  her  feete 
Was  diffht  with  flowers,  that  roluntarr  grew 
Oat  of  the  ground,  and  epnt  forth  odours  sweet ; 
Tenne  thousand  mores  of  sundry  sent  and  hew. 
That  might  delight  the  smell,  or  please  the  view. 
The  which  the  nymphes  from  all  the  brooks  thereby 
Had  gathered,  they  at  her  foot-stoole  threw ; 
TTiat  richer  sceni'd  then  any  tapestry. 
That  princes  bowres  adome  with  painted  imagery. 

And  Mole  himBelfe,  to  honour  her  the  more. 

Did  dcek  himself  in  fr^'shest  fairtt  attire ; 

And  his  high  head,  that  eeemeth  alwnies  hora 

"With  hardned  frosts  of  former  winters  ire. 

He  with  an  oaken  girlond  now  did  tire. 

As  if  the  love  of  some  new  nymph  lat«  aeene 

Had  in  him  kindled  youthluU  m«h  desire. 

And  made  him  change  his  gray  attire  to  greese : 

Ah  I  gentle  Mole,  such  ioyance  hath  thee  well  beteene. 

W  as  never  so  great  ioyance  since  the  day 

That  all  the  gods  whylome  assembled  were 

On  Ha-mus  hill  in  their  divine  array. 

To  celebrate  the  solemn e  bridall  cheare 

Twiit  Peleus  and  Dame  ThetJa  pointed  there; 

Where  Phctb™  fce\^,  I'oiA  ?sd  of  poets  htght. 

They  say,  ^de\TJs;'ike»yyaM&Vym«^™&.^^»5eH;, 

That  nil  the  aoda  ■kcto  tvi^**.  :k\'Cq.  SjkXx**. 

Of  his  celea^li  souft  Mi4TnM»«3a-»*nAB»i.Tii»&^-^ 
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'3 "Lis  frroat  ^•andninilior  of  all  creaturt's  breJ,  1;3 

Great  Nature,  ever  young,  3'et  full  of  eld; 

Still  mooving,  yet  unmoved  from  her  stcd; 

TJiuseene  of  any,  yet  of  all  beheld ; 

ThuB  sitting  in  her  throne,  as  I  hare  teld. 

Before  her  came  Dame  Mutabilitie ; 

And.  being  lowe  before  her  presence  feld 

'With  meek  obaysance  and  humilitio, 

Hius  gan  her  plaintif  plea  with  words  to  amplific  t 

••  To  thee,  O  greatest  goddesse,  onely  great,  14 

An  humble  suppliant  loe !  I  lowely  ny. 

Seeking  for  right,  which  I  of  thee  entreat; 

"Who  right  to  all  dost  deale  indifferently, 

]Piurnning  all  wrong  and  tortious  iniurie. 

Which  any  of  thy  creatures  doe  to  other 

Oppressing  them  with  power  unequally, 

Sitn  of  them  all  thou  art  the  equall  mother, 

And  knittest  each  to  each,  as  brother  unto  brother. 

••  To  thee  therefore  of  this  same  love  I  phdne,  15 

And  of  his  fellow  gods  that  faine  to  be. 

That  chaUenge  to  themselves  the  whole  worlds  raign. 

Of  which  the  greatest  part  is  due  to  me, 

And  heaven  itselfe  bv  heritage  in  fee : 

For  heaven  and  earth  I  both  alike  do  deeme, 

8ith  heaven  and  earth  are  both  alike  to  thee ; 

And  gods  no  more  then  men  thou  doest  esteemo : 

'For  even  the  gods  to  thee,  as  men  to  gods,  do  seeme. 

•*  Then  weigh,  O  soveraigne  goddesse,  by  what  right       10 

These  gods  do  claime  the  worlds  whole  soverainty; 

And  tmtt  is  onely  dew  unto  my  might 

Arrogate  to  themselves  ambitiously : 

Ab  for  the  gods  owne  principality. 

Which  love  usurpes  uniustly,  that  to  be 

My  heritage,  love's  selfe  cannot  deny. 

From  my  great  grandsire  Titan  unto  mee 

Deriv'd  by  dew  descent ;  as  is  well  known  to  thco. 

**  Yet  manger  love,  and  aU  his  gods  beside,  17 

I  doe  possesse  the  worlds  most  regiment ; 
As  if  ye  please  it  into  parts  divide. 
And  every  parts  inholders  to  convent, 
Shall  to  your  eyes  appearo  incontinent. 
And  first,  the  earth  (great  mother  of  us  all) 
That  onljr  geema  tinmov'd  and  permanent, 
And  unto  Mutability  not  thrall. 
Yet  IB  ahe  changd  in  part,  and  eeke  in  geneT«S!L\ 
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'*  Fof  ftll  tliBt  from  her  tpnogs,  and  ia  Tbrvddf. 
HoweTer  fajre  it  flourish  for  b  tiine. 
Vet  »wneBoone  decajr;  aad,  heins  d«ad, 
"*    '      IP  acuiu  nato  their  cartUv  slime 

.  jt  of  tlieir  deca.r  and  looruUl  crimen 

We  daily  see  new  creatures  to  a  rise. 
And  of  their  IVinter  surin^  another  Prime. 
Unlike  in  forme,  and  cliong'd  bv  straDge  dixcniM; 
So  tunie  ibey  still  about,  and  change  iii  resiivaa*  nut. 

"  As  for  her  tenants ;  that  is,  man  and  beasts  j 

The  beasts  we  daily  «ee  maasAcred  dj- 

And  tliraUs  and  roisala  unio  mens  beheSiStt ; 

And  men  IbcmseWce  doe  chsDf^>  coatinuatlj. 

From  youth  to  eld,  from  wealth  to  povertr, 

Fiom  pood  to  bad,  from  bad  to  wont  of  all : 

^'e  diw  their  bodies  onlj  flit  and  &y; 

But  vvie  their  minds  (wUeh  ihev  immorlall  rail) 

Still  change  and  ruj  thougLCs.  as  new  occaatuai  fall. 

"  Ke  is  the  water  in  more  constant  cose ; 

Whether  those  same  on  hiah,  or  th«ie  belowe : 

For  th' ocean  mcveih  still  Ironi  plriT  tf  plaee  ; 

And  everv  riv,.-  ^<;i!  a.^'H  -t^V-  '■<■'*  ('--.■.  -  ■ 

Neanykke.lr  ■;  -■  ■  -■■■-■  •     ;   ■■    ■  -     ■' -, 

Ke  poole  so  pl:  ■-■    holJe 

■mienan,v«i'. 

WiUi  nliieji  itiB  iMouua  are  tuw  uxv  oiiu  ruii'd. 

Now  like  gr«'&t  hills ;  and  streight,  like  alucee,  them  m 

"Solikewige  ai _.  ._„ 

Still  toet  and  turned  with  continui 

Never  abyding  in  their  stedfast  plight* : 

The  fish,  still  floting,  doe  at  random  rftoge. 

And  never  rest,  but  evermore  exchange 

Their  dwelling  places,  as  the  itrearaei  them  caniet 

Ne  have  the  natry  foulee  a  certains  grmnge 

"Wherein  to  rest,  ne  in  one  stead  do  tarry; 

But  flitting  Btill  doe  flie,  and  still  their  plaoea  vaiy. 

"  Neit  is  the  ajre :  which  who  feelea  not  hy  seiiae  C 

Ai'or  of  all  sense  it  is  the  middle  meajie) 

To  flit  Btill,  and  with  subtill  influence 

Of  his  thin  epirit  all  creatures  to  maintaine 

In  state  of  Ufe  ?   O  weeke  life !  that  does  leane 

On  tbing  so  ficVU  u  th'  unsteady  ayre. 

"Which  e^ery  \iowTB  la  cVmi^  i,  «A.  ira**.  iJbmx* 

"With  erery  \i\aa\.  ^^i**-  \i\o«  eOn.  W«.  ™  ^oft;- 
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VCherem  the  chaoges  infinite  b^olde,  23 

^liich  to  her  creatures  every^  minute  chaunoe ; 
Tofw  boyling  hot ;  streight  friezbg  deadly  cold ; 
few  faire  sun-shine,  that  makes  iSl  skip  and  daunoe; 
Itoeight  bitter  storms,  and  balefull  countenance 
Diat  makes  them  all  to  shiver  and  to  shaJce : 
tayne,  hayle,  and  snowe  do  pay  ihem  sad  pen&nce, 
Ind  dreaafuU  thunder-claps  (that  make  them  quake) 
Wiih  flames  and  flashing  lights  that  thousand  changes  make« 

'Xast  is  the  fire ;  which,  though  it  liye  for  eyer,  24 

If  e  can  be  quenched  quite ;  yet,  every  day. 

We  see  his  parts,  so  soone  as  they  do  sever, 

IV>  lose  their  heat  and  shortly  to  decay; 

9o  makes  himself  his  owne  consuming  pray; 

fKe  any  living  creatures  doth  he  breed; 

Bat  aU,  that  are  of  others  bredd.  doth  slay ; 

jknd  with  their  death  his  cruell  life  dooth  feed ; 

STought  leaving  but  their  barren  ashes  without  seeda. 

*'Tlius  all  these  fewer  (the  which  the  groundwork  bee     25 

Kail  the  world  and  of  all  living  wights) 
thousand  sorts  of  change  we  subject  see : 
Eet  are  they  diang'd  by  other  wondrous  slights 
bkto  themselves,  and  lose  their  native  mights ; 
Elfte  fire  to  aire,  and  th'  ayre  to  water  sheere, 
Ind  water  into  earth ;  yet  water  fights 
With  fire,  and  aire  with  earth,  approaching  neere  i 
Eet  all  are  in  one  body,  and  as  one  appeare. 

*  So  in  them  all  raignes  Mutabilitie ;  26 

Sowever  these,  that  gods  themselves  do  call, 

^  them  doe  claime  the  rule  and  soverainty; 

ka  Vesta,  of  the  fire  aethereall ; 

Fulcan,  of  this  with  us  so  usuall ; 

3ps,  of  the  earth ;  and  luno,  of  itie  a^re ; 

STeptune,  of  seas;  and  nymphes,  of  nvers  all: 

For  all  those  rivers  to  me  subiect  are ; 

ind  all  the  rest,  which  they  usurp,  be  all  my  share. 

*1^niich  to  approven  true,  as  I  have  told,  27 

(Touchsafe,  O  goddesse,  to  thv  presence  call 
rhe  rest  which  doe  the  world  in  being  hold ; 
Ls  times  and  seasons  of  the  yeare  that  fall : 
'yf  all  the  which  demand  in  genendl, 
Jr  iudge  thyselfe,  by  verdit  of  thine  eve, 
JHiether  to  me  they  are  not  subiect  all." 
ffjihzrp  dJdyeeld  thereto;  and  bv-and-by 
hdff  Order  call  ibem  all  before  her  mti&tSs. 

Be 
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I  forth  iHsew'd  the  seasons  of  the  yeare: 
'at,  luaty  Spring  all  diclit  in  leaves  o(Rown« 
at  fresiilf  budded  and  new  blooamcs  did  brarc. 
wiiii^  a  thousand  birds  had  built  their  bunrrs 
iweetlr  Bung  to  call  forth  paramoura ; 
11  his  hand  a  iavelin  bo  did  Ware, 
Ji<)  on  bis  head  (as  lit  for  trarlike  gtourea) 
Iguilt  engraven  morion  be  did  wears; 

3.1  as  aonic  did  bim  love,  bo  others  did  him  foar?. 

en  I'Bino  the  ioUy  Sommer.  being  digbt 
a  thin  eilken  cassock  coloured  Krceoe, 
it  was  unljned  all,  to  be  more  liiiht: 
d  on  his  head  a  girlond  well  beseene 
nore,  Irom  which  as  be  had  I'hauffed  be«n 
le  sireat  did  drop ;  and  in  bis  hand  be  bore 
Ibowe  and  sliafWs.  as  he  in  forrest  greene 
fd  bunted  late  the  hbbard  or  the  bore, 
|id  DOW  would  bathe  his  lirabes  witb  labor  beated  h 

D  eanie  the  Autumne  all  in  .vellow  elad 
I  ihoufih  be  ioyed  in  his  plentious  store, 
Bden  nith  fruits  tliat  made  him  latish.  full  gUd 
vat  be  bad  banisht  huni^T.  nhicb  to-fore 
fcd  by  the  belly  oft  him  pinched  »■ 
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e  fresh  Aprill,  full  of  lostyhed,  33 

x>n  as  a  kid  whose  home  new  buds : 

nil  he  rode,  the  same  which  led 

otin^  throu8:h  th'  Ar^rolick  fluids : 

^s  were  flnlden  all  Tiith  frolden  studs, 

islied  with  garlonds  goodly  dight 

'  fairest  flowres  and  freshest  buds 

*  earth  brinsrs  forth ;  and  wet  he  seem'd  in  siirht 
res,  through  which  he  waded  for  his  loves  delight. 

le  faire  May,  the  fayrest  mayd  on  ground,        34 

with  dainties  of  her  seasons  pryde, 

wing  flowres  out  of  her  lap  around: 

)  brethrens  shoulders  she  did  ride, 

les  of  Leda ;  which  on  ej^ther  side 

d  her  like  to  their  soveraine  queene : 

•w  all  creatures  laught  when  ner  they  spide 

t  and  daunc't  as  they  liad  ravisht  beene ! 

Id  selfe  about  her  fluttred  all  in  greene. 

•  her  came  iolly  lune,  arrayd  35 
•ene  leaves,  as  he  a  player  were : 

9  time  he  wrought  as  well  as  playd, 
lis  plough-yrons  mote  right  well  appeare : 
rab  he  rode,  that  him  did  beare 
oked  crawling  steps  an  uncouth  pase, 
:ward  yode,  as  bargemen  wont  to  fare 
their  force  contrary  to  their  face ; 
ungracious  crew  which  faines  demurest  grace. 

le  hot  luly  boyling  like  to  fire,  SG 

lis  garments  he  had  cast  away : 

^on  raging  yet  with  ire 

V  rode,  and  made  him  to  obay: 

le  beast  that  whylome  did  forra.y 

m&u  forrest,  till  th*  Amphytrionide 

%  and  with  his  hide  did  hiin  array:) 

his  backe  a  sithe,  and  bv  his  side 

B  belt  he  bore  a  sickle  circling  wide. 

was  August,  being  rich  arrayd  37 

nt  all  of  gold  downe  to  the  ground : 
ne  not,  but  led  a  lovel^y  mayd 
the  liUy  hand,  the  which  was  cround 
"68  of  come,  and  full  her  hand  was  found ; 
I  the  righteous  virgin,  which  of  old 
'0  on  earth,  aad  plenty  made  abound; 
•Wrong  was  loy*d  and  Instice  solde, 
r'  nnngbteouB  world,  and  waa  to  VieaTeii  exXxi^r 

3m  2 
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came  odd  Febxnary,  sitting  4J 

ragon,  for  he  could  not  ride, 
two  fishei  for  the  season  fitting, 
DOgh  the  flood  befor.?  did  softly  slyde 
awar;  jret  had  he  by  his  side 
I  and  hamesse  fit  to  till  the  ground, 
to  prune  the  tree:),  before  the  prido 
F^me  did  make  tliem  burtroin  round. 
)  twelTe months  forth,  and  their  dew  places  found. 

these  there  came  the  Day  and  Ni^ht,  4fi 

ether  both  with  equall  pasc ; 
a  palfrey  blacke,  the  other  white : 
had  eoFered  her  uncomely  face 
icke  YeUe,  and  held  in  hand  a  mace, 
ereof  the  moon  and  stars  were  pitriit, 
and  Darknesse  round  about  did  trace : 
id  beare  upon  his  scepters  hii;ht 
r  son  enoompast  all  with  beamed  bri:;ht. 

>  the  Howres,  fairc  daughters  of  hi^ch  love        i/ 

f  li^ight;  the  which  were  all  eu' lowed 

drooa  beauty  fit  to  kindle  love ; 

rere  ririnns  all,  and  love  eachewed 

t  forslack  the  charsrc  to  them  fon-Hhcw^l 

'•  lore;  who  did  them  porters  mak»: 

s  gate  (whence  all  the  iZ'^ls  imwA) 

?y  did  dayly  watch,  and  nii?!itly  waV<t 

imeSi  ne  erer  did  their  c;lAar;;'.*  {onzx-i, 

all  came  Life;  and  la-^tly  Vfrnih:  ^  * 

h  moat  prim  and  [yrriefllv  vi-aif'f  %*-/fr«'r, 
lought  out  parting  of  t!ic  hr<;a*.^ ; 
to  see,  but  like  a  shadf;  to  •<  «:';:*<?, 
nnsoul'd,  unheard,  \ix\^"i:w. 
raa  like  a  faire  youn  g  I  u  -  *  v  ^/n, 
ley  faine  Dan  Cupid  to  Kivr  vr-vr, 
lightfull  health  and  liv-l.v  i  /v. 
iiUh  flowrea  and  wintfi  of  y  >.  i  fix  v,  «f         r 

■6  werepaat,  thw  cr^ri  'h'r  T.'*.-'*^  , 
h^motner,  now  be  iii/-.  *'  -  '*/ 
in  all  thy  creatur*-^  r.-i  ir  -.  ',f  .*-" 
oth  not  raign  and  Vr^-*?  •-  -»-■  •/'^■■-r    '  -^ */ > 
eea  not  that  tim-?  oa  »..  -/■    y*/  ' 
do  change  and  rnor*:  <-,-.:.  . '.  -a  - /  ; 
therelcmg  ttmud^h  i.\  or,*:  9^x7  ■ 
thu  lower  world  wu,  /r*?.  "U-^^f 
uifieet  Mtiil  to  JImu:^...t^.  f' 


f 
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>'est  liim  S^ptembpT  msrclipd  eeke  m  foot*  t 
Yet  was  ho  heavy  laden  nhb  th#  spoyle 
Of  harvests  riches,  which  he  made  bis  boo^ 
ted  iiim  enricht  with  bonnljr  of  (he  scnrle: 
Id  bit  one  hand,  as  lil  ibr  harvests  toyk. 
He  held  a  liBift-^hacik ;  snd  in  tb*  other  bntd 
A  pure  of  Haiehts,  vitla  which  he  did  Baeojlc 
Both  moTv  And  lesse.  wiicne  it  in  doubt  did  stand. 
And  pquall  gate  to  each  ae  lusttce  dulj-  ecaon'd. 

Then  came  October  full  of  mBny  glee : 
For/et  his  noulo  irsg  totQr  of  the  muct. 
Which  he  was  IreadiiiK  in  the  w' —  ''-•'  — 
And  of  the  ioycnia  ovle,  wk 
Made  hini  so  froUick  and  S' 


Next  waa  November ;  he  fiiU  groue  md  fat 

As  fed  wiU)  ]ard,  and  that  right  well  might  K«SDe; 

For  he  had  been  a  fatting  hogs  of  late. 

That  yet  his  browes  with  sweat  did  reck  and  steen^ 

And  yet  the  season  was  full  sharp  and  breem ; 
In  plantine  eeke  he  took  no  Hmall  delight : 
Whereon  he  rode,  not  easie  was  to  deeme ; 
For  it  a  dreadfull  centaure  was  in  sight. 
The  seed  of  Satume  and  faire  Nais,  Chiron  highL 

And  after  him  came  nest  the  chill  Deeember ; 

Yet  he,  through  men^  feasting  which  he  made 

And  sreat  honlirpB,  did  not  the  cold  remember; 

His  Saviours  birth  his  mind  so  much  did  glad : 

Upon  a  shapgy-bearded  goat  he  rode. 

The  same  nlierewith  Pan  lore  in  tender  ream, 

Ther  lav.  was  nonriaht  by  th'  Lean  tnayd  ; 

And  in  his  hand  a  broad  deepe  bowie  he  bearea. 

Of  which  he  freely  drinks  an  health  to  all  his  peercs. 

Then  came  old  laouary,  i 

In  many  weeds  to  keep  tl ^.  , 

Tet  did  he  quake  and  quiver  like  to  qnell. 

And  blowe  his  nayles  to  warme  them  if  he  ni^; 

For  they  were  numbd  with  holding  all  the  day 

An  hatchet  keene,  with  which  he  felled  wood 

And  ftonv  l-te  Vttcft  S;\i\o^  *iie  T«*iV»ie,  »^TM : 

■UlKmanWftCByeat  eai\\\v*-»'J5»^"^s»*j»A,  "^ 

From  -w^viftB  ■^'i^  Hiwilii.  '*«to  %ts«iA.  \ssa:^-&ar$ 
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astly  came  cold  Febroary,  sitting  43 

old  wagon,  for  he  could  not  ride, 

ne  of  two  fishes  for  the  season  fitting, 

h  through  the  flood  before  did  softly  slyde 

jwim  away ;  yet  had  he  by  his  side 

lough  and  hamesse  fit  to  till  the  ground, 

;oolea  to  prune  the  trees,  before  the  pride 

sting  Prime  did  make  them  burgein  round. 

st  the  twelve  months  forth,  and  their  dew  places  found. 

after  these  there  came  the  Day  and  Night,  41 

g  together  both  with  equall  pase ; 
Qe  on  a  palfrey  blacke,  the  other  white : 
'fight  had  covered  her  uncomely  face 
a  blacke  veile,  and  held  in  hand  a  mace, 
m  whereof  the  moon  and  stars  were  pight, 
Sleep  and  Darknesse  round  about  did  trace : 
3ay  did  beare  upon  his  scepters  hight 
goodly  sun  encompast  all  with  beames  bright. 

came  the  Howres,  faire  daughters  of  high  love       45 
timely  Night ;  the  which  were  all  endewed 
I  wondrous  beauty  fit  to  kindle  love ; 
hey  were  virgins  all,  and  love  eschewed 
might  forslack  the  charge  to  them  foreshewed 
lighty  love;  who  did  them  porters  make 
ravens  gate  (whence  all  the  gods  issued) 
;h  they  did  dayly  watch,  and  nightly  wake 
ren  tumes,  ne  ever  did  their  charge  forsake. 

aft«r  all  came  life;  and  lastly  Death:  43 

h  with  most  grim  and  griesly  visage  seene^ 
8  he  nought  but  parting  of  the  breath ; 
ught  to  see,  but  like  a  shade  to  weene, 
xlied,  unsourd,  unheard,  unseene : 
Life  was  like  a  faire  young  lusty  boy, 
as  they  faine  Dan  Cupid  to  have  beene, 
of  delightful  1  health  and  lively  ioy, 
:t  all  with  flowres  and  wings  of  gold  fit  to  employ. 

n  these  were  past,  thus  gan  the  Titanesse ;  47 

!  mij^hty  motner,  now  be  iudge,  and  say 

ther  m  all  thy  creatures  more  or  lesse 

voB  doth  not  raign  and  beare  the  greatest  sway; 

vho  sees  not  that  time  on  all  doth  pray? 

times  do  change  and  move  continually : 

3thing  here  long  standeth  in  one  stay*. 

nefore  this  lower  world  who  can  deny 

f  be  sublect  BtUl  to  Mutabilitie?** 
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ins  fpm  lore ;  "  rigbt  troe  it  is.  that  these             « 
tliinira  ebe  tUat  uodfr  heaven  dwell 
mne'd  or  time,  vho  doth  thorn  all  diaspise 
«:  but  who  is  it  (to  me  t*ll) 
ime  himselfe  doth  move  and  still  eorapell 
lehiscouwe?     la  not  that  namely  wee, 
poure  that  vertue  from  our  heavenly  cell                  , 
oven  them  all,  and  makes  them  ohansed  1>e?             1 
n  we  goda  doe  rule,  and  in  them  also  thee." 

im  thiiB  Mutability ;  "  The  thinja,                          15 
we  Bce  not  how  they  are  mpr'd  and  swayd, 

V.  they  by  yonr  tioeret  power  are  mmie: 

at  we  see  not,  who  shall  thus  perawade  ? 

re  they  so,  as  ye  them  faine  to  be. 

by  your  minht,  and  ordered  by  your  nyde, 

n't  if  I  con  prove,  that  even  yee 

Ives  are  likewise  chang'd,  and  Bubiect  unto  mec? 

Urstt,  eoneemina  her  that  ia  the  first,                      50 
ou,  faire  Grathia ;  whom  so  mueh  ye  make 
ienrcst  dnrtinif,  she  was  bred  and  nnret 
Hlms  hill,  whence  ehe  her  name  did  take; 
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"  But  ^ou,  Dan  loye,  that  only  constant  are,  53 

And  king  of  all  the  rest,  as  ye  do  clanie. 

Are  you  not  subject  eeke  to  this  misfare? 

Then  let  me  aske  you  this  withoutoii  blame ; 

Where  were  ye  borne  ?    Some  say  in  Crete  by  name, 

Others  in  Tliebes,  and  others  otherwhere  ; 

Sut.  whcreswver  thi-y  comment  tlie  :<ame, 

Thev  all  c*onsL'nt  that  ye  brjrotten  were 

And  borne  here  in  this  world ;  ne  other  can  appeare. 

••  Then  are  Vi}  mort:;ll  borne,  and  thrall  to  me ;  54 

TJulcsse  the  kinp:dome  of  the  sky  ye  make 

Iminortall  and  unehanceablo  to  be : 

Sesidep,  tliat  power  and  vertue,  which  ye  spake, 

That  3'e  here  worke.  doth  many  changes  take. 

And  your  owne  natures  change :  for  each  of  3'ou, 

That  rertue  liave  or  this  or  that  to  make, 

Is  ehekt  and  chanired  from  his  nature  trew, 

Dy  others  o])])osition  or  obliquid  view. 

•'  Bcpides,  the  sundry  motions  of  your  splieares,  55 

8o  sundry  waies  and  fashions  as  clerkes  faiiie, 

Some  iu  sliort  space,  and  some  in  longer  yeares ; 

What  is  the  same  )>ut  alteration  plaine? 

Onely  tlie  stnrrie  skie  d«>th  still  remaine: 

Yet  do  the  starres  and  si^nies  tlierein  still  move, 

And  even  itself  is  movM,  as  \^  izards  saine. 

But  all  that  movetli  doth  mutation  love : 

Therefore  lH)th  you  and  thfm  to  me  I  subicct  prove. 

"  Tlien  since  witliin  this  wide  great  universe  50 

Kothin;?  doth  finne  and  permanent  appeare. 

But  all  thiiigs  tost  and  turned  by  transverse ; 

What  then  should  let.  but  1  aloft  should  reare 

My  tn")phee.  and  (mm  all  the  triumph  bean*!* 

^ow  iudtre  then,  O  thou  greatest  tf<Kldesse  trew, 

Acronling  as  thyselfe  doest  see  and  heare. 

And  unto  me  addooni  that  is  my  dew  : 

That  ia,  the  rule  of  all ;  all  being  rul'd  by  you." 

So  having  ended,  silence  long  ensewed ;  57 

Ne  [Nature  to  or  fro  spake  ft^r  a  space. 
But  with  iirme  eyes  allixt  the  gmund  still  viewed. 
Meane  while  all  en'atures,  lookinj;  in  her  (ace, 
>jXiK'cting  tir  end  of  this  so  doubtfull  ease, 
Diu  hang  in  long  suspenee  what  would  ensew. 
To  whether  side  should  fall  the  soveraiuue  yltu-e*. 
At  h'liuth  :iht\  hjokinn  up  with  chean't'uVV  v\»'>k , 
I'Jitf  silence  brake,  said  gave  her  doomc  "m  ayvi^i^Vc*  ^<s«\ 


1 
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consider  all  thnt  ye  have  sstJ  ;                              S 
d  that  aU  thing*  utedfastnes  doe  hate 
iDged  bo !  yet,  being  riehtly  wayd, 
■e  not  changed  from  tbeir  first  ealatei 
their  chanRe  their  beintr  doe  dilate ; 
mine  to  themaelveg  at  lentrth  againe, 
rke  their  owne  perfeetion  so  by  fate : 
!er  them  Change  doth  not  rule  and  raitmej 
y  Taigne  over  Change,  and  doe  their  atatea  maiLlaine. 

thercforo,  doaghter.  further  to  8«pire,                59 
«  content  thua  to  be  nil'd  by  me : 

decav  thou  seeVat  by  tliv  desire: 
e  shall  come  that  all  eL&l)  changed  bee, 
m  thenceforth  none  no  more  change  shall  Bee !" 
the  Titaness  put  downe  and  whist> 
re  confirra'd  in  hia  imperial)  see. 
as  that  whole  aflsemhty  qnile  dismist, 
iturea  selfe  did  Toniah,  whither  no  man  wist. 

■ 
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amed  sisters,  which  have  oftentimes 

me  to  mo  ajding,  others  to  adome, 

ye  thought  worthy  of  yoor  gracefall  lymes, 

'en  the  greatest  did  not  greatly  scome 

*e  theyr  names  song  in  yonr  simple  layes,  6 

ed  in  theyr  praise ; 

len  ye  list  your  own  mishaps  to  moume, 

death,  or  loye,  or  fortunes  wreck  did  rayse» 

bring  could  soone  to  sadder  tenor  tume, 

ich  the  woods  and  waters  to  lament  19 

olefull  dreriment : 

y  those  sorrowful!  complaints  aside ; 

&ving  all  your  heads  with  girlands  crownd, 

me  mine  owne  loves  prayses  to  resound ; 

the  same  of  any  be  envide :  15 

heus  did  for  his  owne  bride ! 

ito  my  selfe  alone  will  sing : 

K>ds  snail  to  me  answer,  and  my  eccho  ring. 

before  the  worlds  light-giving  lampe 
den  beame  upon  the  hils  ioth  apred,  20 

I  disperst  the  nights  unchearfull  dampe, 
awake ;  and,  with  fresh  lustyhed, 
he  bowre  of  my  beloved  love, 
lest  turtle  dove ; 

r  awake ;  for  Hymen  is  awake,  25 

ng  since  ready  forth  his  maske  to  move, 
lis  bright  teaa  that  flames  with  many  a  flake, 
anv  a  bachelor  to  waite  on  him, 
rr  fresh  garments  trim. 

r  awake  therefore,  and  soone  her  dight,  80 

; !  the  wished  day  is  come  at  last, 
lall,  for  all  the  paynes  and  sorrowes  past, 
her  usury  of  long  delight : 
rhylest  she  doth  her  dight, 

I  to  her  of  ioy  and  solace  sing,  ^  85 

U  the  woods  may  answer,  and  your  eccho  ring. 

with  you  all  the  nymphes  that  you  can  heare 

f  the  rivers  and  the  rorrests  greene, 

'the  aea  that  neighboan  to  her  neare: 

t  >?air  ^/aods  goodly  wel  beeeeno,  ^ 
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d  Ift  them  also  iritli  them  brinji  in  hand 

.otlier  gay  mrlaad. 

If  my  tuyre  Inve,  of  lillyea  and  of  roaea, 
juDil  Iruelove  vir.e,  wiui  a  blew  Billte  riband. 
Jid  let  tlii^m  malie  great  store  of  bridale  poeea, 
111  let  tlicm  eke  brinif  store  of  other  fiowerH, 
■  deck  tlie  bridale  boners, 
lid  let  tbe  ground  n^hereaa  lier  foot  shall  tread, 

ir  feare  tbe  stooe*  her  lender  foot  should  wrong, 
strevi-d  with  frasrant  floirers  all  along, 
^d  diopred  Ivko  the  discolored  mead, 
[hirb  done.  ao6  at  her  chwnber  dore  awayt, 

ir  she  will  waken  strayt ; 

e  whiles  do  yo  this  song  unto  her  sing-, 

e  woods  shall  to  you  answer,  &nd  your  echo  ring. 

f  njmphcs  of  Mulla,  which  with  carefull  heed 
Jie  silver  acnly  trouts  do  tend  full  well, 
md  grfedy  pi»es  whiub  use  therein  to  feed ; 
e  trouts  and  pikes  all  others  doe  exceJh) 
re  likewise,  which  keeps  the  rushy  lake, 
«  Dotie  doo  fishes  take; 
rnd  nil  the  loeks  tbe  which  han^  scatterd  light, 
'  ■    ilia  waters,  which  your  mirror  make, 
.T  faces  as  the  chrisloli  bright. 
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earken  to  the  birds  loye-leamed  song, 

3awy  leaves  among ! 

ley  of  icy  and  pleasance  to  you  sing,  90 

dl  the  woods  them  answer,  and  theyr  eccho  ring. 

ye  is  now  awake  out  of  her  dreame, 
er  fa^nre  eyes,  like  stars  that  dimmed  were 
darksome  doudes,  now  shew  theyr  goodly  beams 
bnght  then  Hesperus  his  head  doth  rere.  93 

now,  ye  damsels,  daughters  of  delight, 

quickly  her  to  dight : 

pst  come  ye  fayre  houres,  which  were  begot, 
res  sweet  paradice  of  day  and  night  ; 
ii  doe  the  seasons  of  the  year  allot,  100 

U,  that  ever  in  this  world  is  fayre, 
ike  and  still  repayre : 

e  three  handmayds  of  the  Cyprian  queene, 
hich  doe  still  adorn  her  beauties  pride, 

to  adome  my  beautifullest  bride :  105 

IS  ye  her  array,  still  throw  betweene 
graces  to  be  seene; 
IS  ye  use  to  Venus,  to  her  sing, 
whiles   the    woods   shal   answer,    and   your  eccho 
ring. 

s  my  love  all  ready  forth  to  come:  110 

1  the  virgins  therefore  well  awayt: 

-e  fresh  boves,  that  tend  upon  her  groome, 

re  your  selves;  for  he  is  comming  stray t. 

I  your  things  in  seemely  good  ai*ay. 

p  so  ioyfuil  day :  115 

)yfulst  day  that  ever  sunne  did  see. 

un!  shew  forth  thy  favourable  ray, 

5t  thy  lifull  heat  not  fervent  be, 

are  of  burning  her  sunshyny  face, 

eauty  to  disgrace.  120 

rest  Phoebus !  father  of  the  muse! 

r  I  did  honour  thee  aright, 

ig  the  thing  that  mote  thy  mind  delight, 

ot  thy  servants  simple  boone  refuse ; 

it  this  day,  let  this  one  day,  be  mine ;  125 

1  the  rest  be  thine. 

I  thy  soverayne  prayses  loud  wil  sing, 

ill  the  woods  shall  answer,  and  theyr  eccho  ring. 

> !  how  the  minstnls  gin  to  shrill  aloud 

merrv  musick  that  resounds  from  far,  1^0 

pe,  the  tabor,  and  the  trembling  crowdt 

elJ  agree  iritiioutan  brrach  or  lar. 
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Bat,  most  of  all.  Uwdanudsdoad. 

Wben  they  their  ^rmbreb  nn.rt«. 

And  tl:iE>r«uDU>  doe  daunce  um)  carrol  swe*^ 

That  all  the  tenvcs  Uwy  dw  nriob  qnito ; 

Tb«  irhjles  the  boyi-s  mn  up  uid  doiror  line  MrMi 

CrviiiK  aloud  wilh  fiTnlDff  conAioed  Dovoe. 

Aa  Tf  ft  wcrf  one  voyw. 

Hjmcn.  16  HymPO,  Hymen,  thpy  do  shout : 

Soth  reaoli,  and  all  the  firmanent  doth  fiU; 

To  whioh  the  people  Btandinc  all  about, 

Aa  ia  approvaiice.  doe  thereto  appland. 

And  loud  fidvtuuM  her  laud: 

And  evermore  they  Hymen,  Hymen  8i»fr. 

Hiat  &11  the  woods  them  amwer,  and  th^yr  eocbas 


ArysuiK  forth  to  run  her  niiehty  ra.«. 

Clod  all  in  n-hitc.  that  Bfcms  a  rinrin  bent. 

So  well  it  her  ln'scfciF.  that  ye  h'oqKI  weene 

Some  aDRell  abe  bad  beene. 

Her  Ions  looae  yellow  locka  lyke  gcddeti  vyre. 

SprincVfed  with  perle,  and  perLng  flowres  fttweene 

Doe  lylie  a  golden  maatle  her  attvre ; 

And,  being  rrowned  with  a  girland  greene. 

Seem  lyke  some  mayden  queene. 

Her  modest  eyes,  abashed  to  behold 

So  manv  itazere  as  on  her  do  atam, 

IJpoa  the  lowly  ground  affixed  are ; 

Ne  dare  hft  up  her  eomitenanee  too  bold. 

But  bluah  to  heitre  her  prajiet  sung  no  load. 

So  faire  from  being  proud. 

Kathlesae  doe  ye  atili  loud  her  pnyaes  tiug. 

That  all  the  woods  may  answer,  and  your  ecdio  rii 

Tell  me,  ye  merchants  daughters,  did  ye  Bee 

So  fayre  a  creature  in  your  towne  berorei 

So  sweet,  so  lorely,  and  so  mild  as  she, 

Adornd  with  beautyes  grace  and  vertue*  storeP 

Her  goodly  eyes  lyke  saphyrea  ahining  bright. 

Her  forehead  yvory  while. 

Her  cheekoB  lyke  applea  which  the  enn  hath  mddei 

Her  lips  lyke  cherries  eharming  men  to  brte. 

Her  brest  like  to  a  bowl  of  cre«me  uncruaded. 

Her  paps  lyke  Irllies  budded. 

Her  BDOWVB  aeoi\3V6\«j  ^-nnrftfkt^Hwra-, 

And  all  bet  Wg  \iie  «.  ^\»™  ^».5«>, 
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and  ye  still  ye  yirgins  in  amaase, 

er  80  to  ffasse, 

ye  forget  your  former  lay  to  sing, 

in  the  woods  did  answer,  and  your  eccho  ringP 

e  saw  that  which  no  eyes  can  see,  185 

rard  beauty  of  her  lively  spright, 
it  with  heavenly  guifls  of  high  degree, 
Qore  then  would  ye  wonder  at  that  sight, 
ind  astonisht  lyke  to  those  which  red 
ics  mazeful  hed.  190 

iwells  sweet  love,  and  constant  chastity, 
ted  fayth,  and  comely  womanhood, 
of  honour,  and  mild  modesty; 
'ertue  rayues  as  queene  in  royal  throne, 
reth  lawes  alone,  195 

ich  the  base  affections  doe  obay, 
eld  the\T  services  unto  her  will ; 
aght  of  things  uncomely  ever  may 
)  approch  to  tempt  her  mind  to  ill. 
!  once  scene  these  her  celestial  threasures, 
irevealed  pleasures,  201 

ould  ye  wonder,  and  her  praises  sing, 
1  the  woods  should  answer,  and  your  eccho  ring. 

he  temple  gates  unto  my  love, 

hem  wide  that  she  may  enter  in,  206 

I  the  postcs  adome  as  doth  behove, 

I  the  pillours  deck  with  srirlands  trim, 

receyre  this  saynt  with  honour  dew, 

)mmeth  in  to  you. 

rembling  steps,  and  humble  reverence,  210 

[nmeth  in,  before  th*  Almighties  view; 

ye  virgins  leame  obedience, 

8o  ye  come  into  those  holy  places, 

ible  your  proud  faces : 

icr  up  to  t\\  high  altar,  that  she  may  215 

3red  coreiiionies  there  partake, 

lich  do  endlesse  matrimony  make; 

t  the  roring  organs  loudly  play 

aises  of  the  Lord  in  lively  notes ; 

liles,  with  hollow  throates,  220 

oristers  the  ioyous  antheme  sing, 

U  the  woods  may  answer,  and  their  eccho  ring. 

,  whiles  she  before  the  altar  stands, 

g  the  holy  priest  that  to  her  speakes, 

esseth  her  with  his  two  happv  hands,  ^1^^ 

le  red  roBea  £uMh  up  in  her  cneekeft, 


796  TwiTRtt-tmny. 

And  the  pure  snow,  with  goodly  Termill  itsyne 

Like  crimsin  ilyde  in  prayoe:  1 

That  even  the  Biipls,  whieh  oontintiaUy  1 

About  tlie  BMreJ  alUr  doe  remsinc,  \ 

ForgL't  their  wrrice  and  about  lier  fly.  . 

Oftc  pcf  ping  in  her  ace,  tbM  aeetaa  more  lajre 

The  more  tlity  on  't  '■H^re-  { 

Bat  hETT  Bad  even,  still  fastened  on  the  ground,  ,. 

Are  governed  n  itli  goodly  tnpdcsly,  i 

That  Buflwrs  not  one  look  to  g-launee  amy,  f 

Wliich  may  lei  in  a  lillle  thouglit  aiisoirDd. 

^Miy  blnsn  ye,  lo»e,  to  give  to  me  your  lund.  I 

The  pledfte  of  ojl  onr  band !  ' 

Sing,  ye  sweet  angel?,  AUeluya  tine. 

That  in  the  woods  may  answer,  and  your  eodta  ria^ 

Now  al  is  done:  bring  h<Hne  Uie  bride  ^^mncj 

Bring  liome  the  triumph  of  oar  victory : 

Dring  liome  wilii  you  the  glory  of  li^r  gaioe. 

With  ioyanoe  bring  her  and  witii  ioUity. 

Never  bad  man  more  ioyfoll  day  Ihso  this, 

"Whom  heaven  would  heap?  with  blis, 

ilake  fi'a^t  therefore  now  al!  thia  live-lone  day; 

Tliia  day  fiir  ever  to  me  holy  is. 

Foure  out  the  wine  without  restraint  or  stay, 

Poure  not  by  eupa,  batb  ■  the  belly  full, 

Poure  out  to  all  that  wull, 

And  Bpriiikle  all  tho  posta  and  wala  with  wine. 

That  Lliey  may  sweat,  and  dniaken  be  withall. 

Crowne  ye  god  Baccbvs  with  a  oorooall. 

And  Hymen  also  crowne  with  wreaths  of  vine ; 

And  let  the  Graces  daunce  unto  the  rest. 

For  they  can  doo  it  best : 

The  whiles  the  maydens  doe  theyr  carroll  sing. 

To  which  the  woods  shall  answer,  and  theyr  eocho  rin 

Bios  ye  the  bels,  ye  yong  men  of  the  towne. 

And  leave  your  wonted  labors  for  this  day: 

This  day  is  holyi  doe  ye  write  it  downe. 

That  ye  for  ever  it  remember  may. 

This  day  the  sunne  is  in  hia  ohieiest  hight. 

With  Barnaby  the  bright. 

From  whence  dcclininij  daily  by  demea. 

Ho  somewhat  loseth  of  his  heat  and  light. 

When  once  the  Crab  behind  liis  back  he  aees. 

But  for  this  time  it  ill  ordained  was, 

To  cKooBC  UieWvi^eW,  4ks  Sii»&.^'e-s>i*st, 

And  Bborte»iTiift\ii.,^^iBtt\f«>?,e*''^'*KJ  ■*«■'»'. 
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re  the  bels,  to  make  it  weare  away, 

onefiers  make  all  day;  275 

aunce  about  them,  and  about  them  siiff, 

dl  the  woods  may  answer,  and  your  eccho  ring. 

rhen  will  this  long  weary  day  have  end, 
ende  me  leave  to  come  unto  my  love  P 
slowly  do  the  houres  theyr  numbers  spend? 
jlowly  does  sad  Time  his  feathers  move?  281 

thee,  O  fayrest  planet,  to  thy  home, 
n  the  western  lome : 

i^red  steedes  long  since  have  need  of  rest, 
though  it  be,  at  last  I  gee  it  gloome,  235 

he  bright  evening-star  with  golden  creast 
ire  out  of  the  east. 

childe  of  beautie !  glorious  lampe  of  love ! 
sill  the  host  of  heaven  in  rankes  doost  lead, 
^dest  lovers  through  the  nights  sad  dread, 
chearefully  thou  lookest  from  above,  201 

leemst  to  laugh  atweene  thy  twinkling  light, 
fing  in  the  sight 

ese  glad  many,  which  for  ioy  do  sin^,  204 

&11  me  woods  them  answer,  and  their  eccho  ring ! 

cease,  ye  damsels,  your  delights  fore-past; 

§h  it  is  that  all  the  day  was  youres : 
a^v  is  doen,  and  night  is  nighing  fast, 
bring  the  bryde  into  the  brydall  bowres. 
light  is  come,  now  soon  her  disaray,  300 

n  her  bed  her  la^; 
ler  in  lillies  and  m  violets, 
silken  curteins  over  her  display, 
>doured  sheets,  and  arras  coverlets. 
Id  how  goodly  my  faire  love  does  ly,  d05 

oud  humility! 

unto  Maia,  when  as  love  her  took 
jmpe,  lying  on  the  flowry  gras, 
t  sieope  and  wake,  after  she  weary  was, 
bathing  in  the  Acidalian  brooke.  310 

it  is  night,  yo  damsels  may  be  gone, 
leave  my  love  alone, 
leave  likewise  your  former  lay  to  sing : 
roods  no  more  shall  answer,  nor  your  eccho  ring. 

welcome,  night !  thou  night  so  long  expected, 
long  daics  labour  doest  at  last  defray,  SIQ 

UJ  wr  cares,  which  cmdl  hove  collected* 
umaia  one,  aad  canoelied  for  ayo ; 


9i<rea<I  thy  broftd  wing  over  to;  love  and  m^ 

That  no  man  may  ns  »m  : 

And  in  H'.v  aab'e  mantle  ns  eoimp, 

>'rom  tearc  of  perrill  and  foule  horror  frea. 

Let  no  false  treason  seeke  us  to  entrmp, 

KoT  asT  dre^d  diaiiuiet  oooe  ann«r 

TheMfetyofonrioy; 

Bat  let  llie  ni(;ht  be  rahne.  and  qaieteonw^ 

Wil^ut  tcmpestnous  storma  or  sad  afrar: 

I^ke  BB  itbett  love  with  fatT«  Alcoaena  lay. 

Ween  In?  besot  tli«  grrat  Tir;nlhian  sroottsi 

Or  Ifke  a«  when  he  <nth  thy  aeUe  did  lie 

And  beitot  Majfslie. 

And  lei  tbe  maydi  and  jiingniai  oeoae  to  aiac; 

Ne  let  the  woods  tiiem  answer,  nor  Hutyr  aodM  ri 


Ke  let'  false  whispere,  breeding  hidden  fearM, 


Hake  sudden  sad  afirighle ; 

ife  let  honse-frres.  nor  tii;litninm  bclploMt  hamK* 

Ne  let  ihp  ponke,  nor  other  erili  spripbls. 

Ne  let  mischievow  witches  with  theyr  charmes. 

No  let  hob-eoblins,  names  wi.ose  aenc©  Wd  ae*  not 

Fray  us  with  things  that  be  not : 

Let  not  the  skriecfi-owle  nor  the  storke  be  heard. 

Hot  the  night  raven,  that  still  deadl^r  vela ; 

Nor  damned  (ghosts,  raid  np  with  mi^tj  epel^ 

Kor  gricsly  viiltiiros.  make  us  once  affeard : 

If  e  let  th'  unpleasant  quyre  of  frogs  still  croking 

Make  ua  to  nish  theyr  choking. 

Let  none  of  these  theyr  drery  aocenta  sing  j 

Ke  let  the  woods  them  answer,  nor  theyr  eccho  ri 

But  let  Btil  Silence  trew  night-watches  keepe. 
That  flaered  Peace  may  in  assurance  rayne. 
And  tymely  SWp.  when  it  is  tyme  to  sleepe. 
May  poure  his  limbs  forth  on  your  pteasaDt  plajn 
The  n  hik-s  an  hundred  little  winged  lores. 
Like  diverB-fethered  doves. 
Shall  fly  and  flutter  round  about  the  bed. 
And  in  the  secret  durkc.  that  none  reprovoa. 
Their  pri'ty  stealthes  shall  worke,  ana  soarca  ahaU 
To  filmawas  Kwee*.satAj;\>i»<iC4eUi6ht, 
Conceal"  i  liioiiftV  coseA  lii^i.. 


xpiTHAULinQir.  BCfl 

168  of  Vennf,  plaj  your  Bports  at  will  t 

edj  pleasure,  carelease  or  yoar  tojes,  866 

more  upon  her  paradise  or  ioyes, 

hat  ye  do,  albe  it  s^ood  or  ill. 

it  therefore  attend  your  merry  play, 

rill  BOone  be  day : 

•ne  doth  hinder  you,  that  say  or  sing ;  370 

the  woods  now  answer,  nor  your  eccho  ring. 

the  same,  which  at  my  window  peei>e8p 
»e  is  that  faire  face  that  shines  so  bright? 
:  Cinthia,  she  that  nerer  sleepes, 
kcR  about  high  heaven  al  the  night  P  875 

'est  ffoddesse,  do  thou  not  envy 
3  with  me  to  spy: 

u  likewise  didst  love,  though  now  unthought, 
•  a  fleece  of  wooll,  which  privily 
tmian  shepherd  once  unto  thee  brought,  880 

isures  with  thee  wrought, 
re  to  us  be  favorable  now; 
b  of  wemens  labours  thou  hast  charge, 
leration  goodly  dost  enlarge, 
thy  will  t'  effect  our  wishfull  vow,  885 

J  chast  womb  informe  with  timely  seed, 
vy  our  comfort  breed: 
ich  we  cease  our  hopefull  hap  to  sing; 
he  woods  us  answer,  nor  our  eccho  ring. 

m,  great  luno !  which  with  awiul  might  390 

es  of  wedlock  still  dost  patronize; 

)  religion  of  the  faith  first  plight 

icred  ntes  hast  taught  to  solemnize; 

3  for  comfort  often  called  art 

en  in  their  smart;  3d6 

ly  bind  thou  this  lovely  band, 

thy  blessings  unto  us  impart. 

)u,  glad  Genius!  in  whose  gentle  hand 

dale  bowre  and  ^eniall  bed  remaine, 

t  blemish  or  stame:  400 

5  sweet  pleasures  of  f  heyr  loves  delight 

?cret  ayde  doost  siicconr  and  supply, 

y  brinfl:  forth  the  fruitfull  progeny; 

I  the  timelv  fruit  of  this  same  night. 

:>u,  fayre  Hebe !  and  thou,  Hjrmen  free !  406 

hat  it  may  so  be. 

ich  we  cease  your  further  prajrse  to  sing; 

woods  bLaII  answer,  nor  your  eccho  nui^. 

8  F 


Aud  TP  liicli  heavens,  the  temple  of  the  gids. 

In  iriiicb  a  tliotisHnd  lotrbm  namine  briiiht 

TJw  burne.  ibal  to  iw  wrelehed  earthly  cto(U 

In  dreadrul  darknMsc  ImuI  dnired  light; 

And  all  ye  powers  which  in  the  aame  remavne. 

More  than  we  men  can  fajne  I 

Pour  out  your  lileMing  on  us  plentionalj. 

And  hspp.T  inQueoM  upon  ns  rainp. 

TUnt  we  may  raise  a  large  posleritr. 

IVhich  from  the  earth,  which  ihty  may  long  poness 

With  la^tiuK  happiDesM>. 

Up  to  Tour haughty  pallacM  mar  moant; 

And,  tor  the  guerdon  of  thevr  glorious  merit, 

Mny  heavenly  taltemaclcs  there  inherit. 

Of  blessed  sainte  for  to  inerense  the  count. 

So  let  us  reft,  eweet  lore,  in  hope  of  tbia. 

And  ceaae  till  then  our  tyinely  loyes  to  una: 

The  Boodi  no  more  ub  answer,  nor  onr  eccho  riag: 

Song!  mad«  i»  Iuk  rfmany  omame»U, 

Wltk  trkiek  mg  Inve  tkould  dttlg  kavc  bten  4tet, 

Whicli  cutling  qff" through  karfy  aecidentt, 

Yt  Kould  not  >la]/  s/our  dew  time  to  expect. 

Sat  proiaist  both  1o  ret^mpens; 

Be  auto  her  a  ffoodly  ornament. 

And  for  tkort  time  an  eadleite  vtotiitnenl ! 


GLOSSARY. 


two  old  quartos;  but 
8  AbaWt  to  lower,  to  let 

indon 

iiy,  make  ashamed 
,  cany,  demean,  behave 
cate,  and  to  maintain 
Ibyde,  to  abide,  suflfer. 

wn  down 

f,  or  delay 

i,  awoke 

^  tleept  raise    awake. 

aked 

I,  abuse 

3y,  fill    up.     Aedoyest 

Blls  up 

Dcourage 

inting 

)roach 

aloonry,  to  crouch  or 

ver 

id,  appeased 

>d    around,   gathered 

;ased.  united,  collected 

nd  2nd  quartos.     The 

i.e.  provisions 

d 

perance 

It.     Sometimes  signl- 

ge,  deem 

ress,    prepare,  order, 

oiration 


Adorne    (substantively),    adorning, 

ornament 
Adrfidd,  Adrad^    frightened,   to    be 

afraid,  to  dread 
Advance^  to  hasten,  to  set  forward 
Advaunee,  to  recommend 
Advaunced^  incited,  inflamed 
Advtwed,  considered 
AdmsBt  to  consult,  deliberate,  con- 
sider 
AdvUementf  counsel,  advice,  circum- 

spection 
Advcard,  award.  Judgment,  sentence 
Aery,  a  hawk's -nest 
Affeartt  to  frigliteu 
Affect^  afiection,  pasiiion 
Affrup,  to  encouuter.  to  strike  down 
Affray,  terror,  tumult.  To  Affray^  to 

terrify 
Affrended,  made  friends 
Affret,  rencounter,  hasty  meeting 
Affronting^  opiH>»ing  front  to  front ; 

meeting  face  to  face 
^ffy^    betroth.      Affide,    betrothed. 

affianced 
Aggractt  favour,  kindness 
Aggrate,  to  gratify,  to  please 
Aghastt  frightened,  astonished 
Aglet*,  see  Aygulets 
Agraste,    did    so     much     aggrace ; 

showed  so  much  grace  and  favour 
Agrite,  to  dread  and  fear  greatly ; 

to  astonish,  to  give  abhorrence 
Aguite,  to  put  on  an  appearance; 

to  set  oir  after  a  new  manner 
Albe,  albeit,  although 
Algtttet,  by  all   means,   any  way, 

wholly,  nevertheless 
AU,  altogether,  wholly;   also  tised 

for  although 
Alia    rurcA^co,   Va    €Ba    T^YdiKi 

manner 
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r,  bosses  or  ornsments  In  the 
trmppings  of  a  horse 

•eoift,  aD  outer-work,  gate,  or 
»     watch-tower 

■  JhMi^  unto  the  base,  below,  bottom 
ijhviiv  nnj  coverings  for  the  legs 
vAvm*  as.   Big   looks  basen   wide, 
I     i,  «.  extended  as  with  wonder 
r  Mammei,  a  helmet 
t  JhaAsd!,  abashed 

wrought  slightly,  sewed 
p.  did  beat,   Hughes.    Did  bite, 
k       Upion 

mmtm,  to  grow  fat 
I  MmMriek,  a  belt ;  Bauldriek  of  the 
Aw  II I w,  the  zodiac,  in  which  are 
I      ttie  twelve  signs 

J^  to  bark.  Faerie  Qaeene.  Book  i. 
r  Cknto  7,  Stanza  8 ;  it  signifies  to 
r  bftthe,  cherish,  or  foment.  To 
i  iMlld  or  keep  at  bag,  is  the  hunter's 
It  phraae  of  the  stag,  when  the 
j  iMmnda  are  baying,  or  barking  at 
i-  htm 
iMitt^.  to  rert 

%iJyMOfi»,  a  raised  building  of  com- 
f     Inutible  matter,  to  be  fired  in  order 
to  give  notice  to  distant  people  of 
Invasions.     Upton 
prayer-men 
^  properly  a   catalogue  of 
prayers,  bnt  used  for  a  catalogue 
In  general 

Aim,  aflVont  him  to  his  face ; 
brave  him 
r,  a  bier 
iked  in  fire,  hardened  in  the  fire 
a  company 
MemupertM,  equals,  fair  companions 
Jfcrf,  for  bid,  to  pray 
Mgdtight,  dressed,  adorned 
p,  dyed 

smeared  with  gore 
kept  within  bounds 
(,  command 
Btkigkt,  or  behote,  called,  named; 
and  sometime:*  bid,  promised,  gave 
fe,  convenience 
f,  fair  friend 
\re,  a  lover 
laid  over 

r,  good  lady,  good  dame 
Jfwit  aceojfia,    fair    reception,    kind 
gmltttMtkm 

bematlMlookM 


Bellibone,  fair  maid 

Bends,  bars    placed    cross-ways,  a 

term  in  heraldry 
Benempt,  bequeathed,  named 
Bent,  the  propensity  or  inclination ; 

sometimes  yielding  or  complying 
Bents,  rushes,  bent  grass ;  bulrush oi 
Bere,    sometimes    signifies    weight. 

pressure,  or  bearing 
Bereave,  to  bereave,  to  take  away 
Beseek,  beseech 
Bfseem,  to  become,  to  grace,  to  look 

seemly 
Beseen,  well  beseen,   i    e.   courtesy, 

bearing  a  good  aspect,  handsome 

treatment 
Besits,  becomes 

Besprint,  or  Besprent,  besprinkled 
Bestaide,  ill-used,  distrcKsed 
i?efff«Mi,  beset,  oppressed ;  lUbestead^ 

bad  plight,  condition 
Bet,  did  beat 
I  Betake,  took  into  his  hand«  bestow 
j      npon 

I  Beteem,  deliver,  bestow 
I  Betide,  happen  to.  befall 

Betight,  betide,  befall 
:  Bever,  the  sight  or  visor  of  a  head« 

piece 
BMe,  a  company,  a  troop 
Bewray,  to  discover 
Bickerment,  contention,  strife 
Bidding  his  beads,  saying  his  prayers 
Bitire,  forthwith,  immediately 
Bittur,  a  bittern 
Btaine,  reproach 
Blatant  beast,  detraction  represented 

as  a  monster 
Blaze,  to  divulge,  or  spread  abroad 
Bleard,  dimmed,  darkened 
Blemishment,  blemtoh,  stain 
Blend,  not  only  to  mix,  but  to  spoil 

witii    mixing,   to    confound.     It 

also  sometimes  signifies  to  blind 
Bless,  Spenser  has  used  this  word  to 

signify  the  wavhig  or'brandishing 

of  a  sword 
Blin,  to  cease,  give  over 
Blist  for  BleH,  bletneA,  B.  ir.  C  7« 

St.  46.    But  in  B.  vi.  C.  8,  8t.  IH, 

all   about  so   blest,    i.  e.    ii^Uied, 

wounded 
Blire,  fonhvr\lV\«  vv«iieik>\5 
Btoosme,   blossom.      ^t^sa«^KBSA  ^ 


■ 

^^^^H 

1 

■bide 

m!i  kept  M  bond-sUra 
n  fair  muld 
our,  rcqiiHt,  peUtioo 
unlnee  liglp,  l-rufll 
cuvBiling.  unprofl table 

IQ    a™,l.   to    i.|.prosob. 

Jf,t 

g-.tTH-igingiMiiiounlon. 

de.  rlo»T,l.h 
prolubtTiuice  In  Ibe  middle 

ircular  roldi,  or  wlDdlnga 
ified 

Ma,  a  largu  driiikiug-pnt 
fwn    UHd    for    an    inn*.- 

/b1^" 
iidly 

knlttr.-d,  plalti^d.  wnatUed 
UBhc*.  bninbl»,  f«m 

net  !"..■»' d  lire-braud.  aoiui^ 

««**,  little  buah*. 
fiDf.  unleai.  except 

C»(..  Ca«w,,il,lngown 
Con,  li  olleo  lupd.  ai  gan,  btfu 
CaM«H-M.  that  pnH  of  Ibe  bit  ithB 
li  1.1  Into  the  bone-.  doxUii  0 

OapiM,  a  spMial  HiiTraB) 

T^'bert    ™'"  "'"' 

Cuyilirr.  to  captliate 

Ci.™f;toringwng,ofJOT 
dfT™,  to  cut 

ToQutIn  one',  mind,  to  iWnt 
eontriTo,     Ca-(  i>  alw  lue.!  f 

A  Call  af/a-UrBVM,  a  Ml  of  fiJcow 

1 

■ 
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««,    fttohlerement,    enter- 
eat,  performance 
>rincipalit7 
>roii^ht  forth 
*ty  to  beguile 
11 

illed,  named 
ithered  to.:;ether 
ibraced 

e,  counterfeited 
commune,    discourse    to- 

Also  to  come 
devise,  feign 
procure 

rreoit^  his  crest  compassed 
,  or  well-rounded,  prupor- 
or  fVamed 
sailed  upon 

i  plot,  combination,  or  con- 
« 

ncf^  behaTiour,  carriage 
twonght  together 
am,  to  know 
imagination,  taxicy 
larmonjr 
to  grow  together 
irned 
worthy 

w,  reverence,  leave 
r,  agreeing  in  sentiment 
it  tormented,  made  uneasy 
hold  together 
contention 

spend,  consume,    reckon, 
invent,  imagine 
«,  agreeable 
4)  summon  to  appear 
to  convict 

wioNj,  kindred  passions 
,  a  portion  or  share  with 

»ked 

nmamentt     in     buildings. 

«,  or  shouldering  pieces  in 

rork 

<,  Spanish  leather,  so  called 

orduba  in  Spain 

rown,  garland 

lamb  brought  np  without 

9 

ip-folds 

ing  cottage,  a  little  boat 

Could  hit  good  to  allj  i,  t. 

«/  bit  bounty 

mit,  reckoning 


\ 


CountereoMt,  a  connter  ooiitrlranoe  or 
cunning 

Counterchange,  mutual  exchange 

Counterfeatauneet  counterfeiting,  dis- 
simulation 

Oounierpri$e,    counterpoise,     weigh 
equally 

Counttfrttoke^  an  opposite  stroke 

Countervayle,  sweet  counteneayie,  i.e. 
pleasing  requital 

Couplementt  union,  marriage,  coup- 
ling together 

Cour'd,  for  covered,  hong  over,  leant 
over 

Court,  conrteousness,  pleasantry 

Coutht  to  know  or  be  skilfUl  in 

Cowheard,  coward 

Cragg,  neck 

Craket,  boastings 

Cranks^  same  as  Crankteti  i. «.  torn 
ings,  windings 

Craple*,  claws 

CrareHt  coward,  or  cowardly 

Credence,  belief 

Crooke,  gallows 

Cruddy-blood^  crudled,  coagulated 

Crumenal,  purse 

Culrer,  (Saxon  word.)  dove,  pigeon 

Culverin,  a  piece  of  ordnance 

Carol;  Curiett,  Curo/f,  thus  dilTerently 
spelled ;  armour  for  the  back  and 
breast 

D. 

Dadafe,  skilful,  artificial 

Dainnijyde,  injured,  impaired 

Dan,  an  old  title  signifying  master 

Darrayne,  to  hazard,  venture,  at- 
tempt, or  prepare  to  fight 

Barred  Utrke,  alluding  to  catching  of 
larks  by  what  they  call  a  daring 
gUut 

Dayei-man,  umpire,  arbitrator 

D'tynt,  dainty,  delicate 

Dayr*hou»e,  diUry-house 

Detuth,  dealeth,  gives 

Dearnly,  Demhf,  eagerly,  eameitly 

Dearnely,  sadly 

Debonaire,  sprightly,  courteous,  good, 
kind 

Decetto,  deceit 

DrcrelaU,  a  volume  of  the  Canon 
Law,  or  books  conUlnVni^  Uv«  de- 
crees of  sundry  pop«a.— BlwMtt 
JHH, 
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r.  Av,  alMit  it  iigDlfles  likewise 
to  add,  to  increaae,  to  mngment 

Hlfc'iairf,  made  lleree  and  mad 

Kybror.  to  Coree  open,  alfo  to  violate 

Kfrmde,  IHi^tened.  afVaid 

EJt,  aipaiii*  likewise,  noon 

^/liwmm$§,  a^ain,  pneently,  quickly, 
fbrthwith 

tSgimmtimf,  sweet  briar,  or  wild  roee 

Uri^  old  age 

Mif,  a  Ikiiy.    E/Jlm,  the  a^JecUve  of 

r,  dae.  already 

>,  to  lessen,  make  base,  dis- 


I,  shot  np 

eart,  a  warlike  chariot 
,  to  bathe ;  also  to  cherish  and 
dcUffht 
AoAoyM,  Inclosed;    also  made    up 

into  bales  or  packs 
MmUmmg,  entertain 
MmitM,  has  different  sifniflcations 
— ifraw  «m6s»<,  arms  of  embodied 
work.  EwtkoH  with  fotd^  raiiifHl  as 
Ib  relie?0.  EmboH  with  pfarh$^ 
raised  or  orerlaid.  In  tate  emhott, 
hid.  eoneealed.  T%s  §alrage  hnut 
tmiut  im  wMirjf  dkocv,  nieaninj? 
hard  mn  and  wearied  out.  To 
tmimtiM  hit  iprare  in  Alt  bodjf,  i.  e. 
to  lodge,  to  inclose.  But  the  must 
dilBcult  place  seems  in  B.  iii.  C.  1, 
8t.  64.  EmioMtt  them$elrft  in  bo 
fl9riatu  tpoile,  probably  fVora  th« 
Italian  imba$rani,  i.  e.  by  ambuA- 
eade  to  avail  themselves  of  i»o 
irtonoas  a  upoil. — l.'yton. 

Emknwi'd,  imbewed,  arched ;  covered 
archwise 

iwtbttf/ed,  emboyliuK  wrath.  R.  ii. 
C.  5,  St.  18;  ttio  same  as  BoyUd, 
Bojffinf 

Imirat^,  adorn,  make  brave  or  fine ; 
to  dress 

ime,  an  uncle  by  the  mother^  side 

imparlance^  a  law  term,  used  in  pe- 
titioning tiie  ooort  tor  respite 

iwtptmdi,  to  hinder 

£mperiU,  quartos;  folios  Impenil, 
endanger 

^mparisht^  perished,  gona  to  ruin 

^w^ghi,  placed,  fixed 

tmpriM,  eDterprize,  luideftaking 
r,lmtUuU 


Enefuuedy  engraven,  adorned 
Encheatim,  occasion,  accident,  cause 

or  reason  wherefore  auy  thing  is 

done 
Enromhermenty  molestation 
Endotwf,  to  write  on  the   back,  to 

engrave 
EndurH,  hardened 
Endurt^,  endure,  continue 
Enfelonrd^  hurried  on  by  wicked  and 

felonious  mtents ;  become  fierce 
Enfbuldred  *$noke,  smoke  mixed  with 

flame 
Engluft  satiate,  glut 
Engor0y  to  pierce,  to  prtck;  to  make 

bloody  or  gory 
Engorged  pre,  anger  rising  to  the 

very  gorge  or  tliront ;  anger  which 

cannot  be  supprossisl 
Engraff:rd,  ingrafted,  implanted 
Engrotte,  made  tiiick 
EnAitunsty  raised,  liAed  np 
Enrace,  Enroot,  implant 
Enriven,  torn  asunder 
Enteamt,  i .  e.  fktti'ns 
Enxew,  follow.     Ensude,  followed 
Enmarie,  insnare,  intaugle  as  a  skein 

of  silk 
Entajfl^,  engraving 
EnUtyled  frith  antirks,   engraven  OT 

carved  with  images 
Entfrdtn/e,  meditation,  negotiation 
Enterprixe,  oometimes    signifies    to 

give  reception  to  one 
Entrrtake,  to  entertain 
Entirefy,  or  entjfretjr,  earnestly 
EntraUed,  intemiiugled.  interlaced, 

interwoven 
Enure,  accustom  to.  make  use    of, 

practise 
Enured,  effected,  committed 
Enry.  to  vie  with,  emulate,  reftise  to 

give 
Errant  Knigktt,  who  travel  abovt  tiw 

world  tteeking  adventure 
E»rhrtred,  avoiiled.     Etck^w^  avoid 
E^otme,  witiidraw  to  a  distance  i 

te|Nintte 
EMpiiil,  sigtit,  spying 
EMtttffne,  excuse  for  not  appearing 
Er^ngetff,  g09i>el 
Efrftra,  efts,  newts,  or  evets,  Vptem, 

Lizards.  Hughet 
Ewghen  Uw,  a  V»w  fA  ^«ii 


Eirlii^.    aocidnit.  D 

E^n  «  Errvr.  to  bnu(  fm 

leftrth  I  fmd,ata  Aad.teUa  Itfi* 

nml.  pniKd  eat.  aqiicBCd  OU  f^ar.  tar* 

tr^*,  to  exlirpil*.  lo  too*  or'  — -*--         -■ 


K»i,A  pushed 


■"— 

/'mv.  MnngH 

foraEliLcoiBtut. 

r»U.  lo  eU,  oouaBfc    IlfeiNt 

iDottaRMitfi  UAAUlA« 

^r™.   .    nna    ktsd   flf  «* 

H  >u>  tff  neail; 

dolliing 

Frtminr.  aitj.  cm p 

/■mic^,  fniwi>-,  moif  T-  nuntj 

t';.'.».     To  flno- 

/•-y  •rMJ^vfc  ft?,  f^wwa 

^^:,"'^'''- 
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r,  eaoaei ;  si,  garr«$  thet  grtei 
O-mU,  a  wajr 
G^tx€imemi,  g%zing 
G^mre,  •tuff,  attire,  furniture,  eqoi' 
paire.  dresd 

uncommon,  perplexing 
a  gelding.     Upton.     Gelt,  gold. 

%  the  behariour  of  a  gentle- 


brother,  or  near  kinsman 
jrawn 

deed«,  actions,  exploits,  feats 
r.  boots,  greaves,  armour, 
for  the  legs 
ak€  mmd  g«are.  Joke  and  Jeer 

begin.  Gin,  entwine,  contrivance 

>,  jousts  or  tournaments ;  more 

particnlarly    itin^rlc    combat     on 

horseback  with  si>ears  and  swords 

dmd^  a  passage;   generally  for  a 

passage  cut  through  a  wood 
CI— <,  a  tword 
<N^,  mirth 
Oifu,  a  valley 
dM,  a  curled  bush  of  hair  hanging 

down  over  the  eyes 
0litt«'niJ»<  glittering 

r.  did  glide,  glance,  or  swiftly 


Bhximg  fjMfdUv,  flattering,  deceit- 

0aarrs,  to  tnarl  or  bark 

QmJelay,     properly     a     Venetian 

wberry 
6mi*jfhead,  godlinoM 
G«rr,  pierce 
Gsr^tf.  throat 

9$rgti,  armour  defending  the  throat 
Ormtgt,  a  granary,  bam,  farm 
Crwyfa,  some    particles  or    gravel. 
\        Also  used  in  fi.  ii.  C.  10,  8t.  6S, 
for  the   sacred  dish  in  the  last 
sapper  of  our  Sarioor 
OrMCiS.  for  grove 

Orw,  liking,  satisfaction,  pleasure 
'    Grwtt^  to  exclaim,  cry  out,  complain 
9rHe,    Oryde,    to    strike,    wound, 
pierce,  or  cut  through 
hi^iiA  full  of  grief 
^r^U^  one  that  snatches  greedily,  a 
giiping  miser 
^TMM,  abepherd,  herdtman 
l^md,gnmted 

f 


Quariih,  to  garnish,  to  dress  oat  gor- 
geously 

Quetd,  a  guildhall 

Guertiont  reward,  recompence,  prise 

GuiUrg,  cheats 

Guise,  Gmxe,  way,  fashion,  manner, 
Upton.  Form,  habit,  condition, 
Hughfs 

Gyre,  circling,  turning  round 

H. 

Baberyeon,  armour  covering  the  neck 
and  breast,  Uptom.  Armour  co- 
vering the  head  and  sboolden, 
Hughes 

Hahiliments,  .'uiparel,  clothing 

n<Utle,  fit,  ready,  able,  apt,  nimble 

Haequeton^  a  piece  of  armour 

Hafendeale,  in  partition 

HcUidom,  Holy  Dame;  an  oath  by 
the  Virgin  Mary 

Han,  for  have 

Harbrough,  harbour 

Mardv,  brave,  bold.  Hardimemi,  cou- 
rage, boldneiis 

Uardyhood,  Hartfyhead,  a  braTe  State 
of  mind 

Harrow,  to  lay  waste,  to  destroy 

Harrow  I  an  inteijection  and  excla- 
mation, showing  distress 

Hask,  a  wicker  basket  to  carry  fish 

Hauberg,  Hauberquo.  Vide  HaboT" 
jeou 

Haughi  eorage,  high  mind 

Haultt,  embraced 

Heast,  Hett,  or  Behest,  command,  pre- 
cept 

Heben  bow,  a  bow  made  of  ebony 

Hedegitiei,  a  sort  of  country  dances 

Hem$,  them 

Hemd,  to  take  hold  of 

Hent,  seized 

Her  bars,  herbs,  plants 

Herrird,  Heried,  to  praise,  to  ccle- 
I      brate 

Hersal,  rehearsal 

Hidder  and  shidder,  he  and  she 

Hie,  to  go,  to  hasten 

H  de,  hastened 

Hight,  named,  called 

Hild,  covered 

H tiding,  a  term  of  reproach 

Hold.  fi.  ii.  C.  '2,  8t.  44,  the  bold  of 
the  caatle  U  poX  ton  >3m  «uft^>^ 
self 
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nhig 

,  thunderbolt 

ortntljr 

'pard 


eare*t 

sovereign   lord.     Li^e^ 

t  owes  allegiance  to  the 

i 

r«n,  to  lie 

leage.  or  descent 

w  tongue,  ftw  loUed  ont, 

,  a  blood-hoand 

i  that  goe«  about  •elUng 

ses 

I,  gire  way.    Sometimes 

jr  give  over 

?etu,  a  species  of  cloth 

ured  at  Lincoln 

id  inclosed   for  tflts  or 

nts 

get  off  horse 

Wfy.    i.e.   lived  among 

lihood,  maintenance 
veliness,  life,  spirit 
eitin,  law  phrases 
g  lent,  a  loan 

xy  Loord,  idle  fellow 
rs,  masters.    A  dim.  of 

ig,  instruction 

^  left  lost 

,  a  liar,  cheat,  a  loose 

yv0r,  a  chimney  or  open- 

I  roof  of  a  cottage 

r  servilely,  to  crouch 

» 

tA,   Luskiahneu,    %  laxy 

n 

lessly 

itiness.  vigour 

ak.  not  lusty 

n.  settle,  fall  on 

M. 

ian,  enchanter 
f,  the  load-stone 
mhomet.     By 


MUfcs,  a  mmta,  wmort     To 

(verbX  to  compose  veiset 
Mat^fSeeSt  evil  deeds 
MoUdrng^  bearing  id  malice 
Maligne,  maliciously,  abose 
MaUaleni,  ill-wiU,  spite 
Mand,  manned,  furnished,  filled 
Manner^  behaviour,  earring* 
UantUth,  displayeth  his  wingi.    A 

term  in  falconry 
Many,  company,  B.  iiL  C.  9,  St  ll* 

Marge,  margin,  brim 
Mark  white,  the  white  mark 
MarteUed,  hammered,  beat 
Mas,  used  for  divine  sonrioe 
Mated,  conquered,  subdued 
Maugre,  in  spite  id,  agaioflt  one** 

will,  notwithstanding 
Mayie,  a  coat  of  mail 
Mazed,  stunned 
Maxer   howl,  properly   a   bowl   of 

maple 
Meane,  means,  conditions,  ocwaiioo 
Meare,  a  meer.  limit,  or  boundaxy 
Medte,  to  mingle 
Meed,  reward,  prize 
Mell,  to  intermeddle 
Mene,  did  mean,  intended 
Ment,  mingled 
Merdable,  merdftd 
Merei/yde,  i^tied 
Merimake,  merriment 
Me*pri»e,  neglect,  contempt,  icom 
Met,  meet 
Mew,  a  place  to  mew  hmwki ;  aoy 

place  shut  up 
Mickle,  much 
Miere,  for  move 
Mincing  tmnion,  finical  ftflbcted  dar> 

ling 
Minime,  a  minim  In  moaio 
Minimentf,  toys,  trifles 
Miniahed,  for  diminished 
Mirk,  dark,  obscure 
Mirksome  air,  obscure,  fbul 
Muereated,  created 

gotten 
Mieereani,  originally  signifies  infldel« 

or  one  of  a  wrong  belief 
Miidone,  for  mlsdo,  i.e.  to  do  tanim 
Mis/are,  misfortune 
Miateeke,  dislike 
Mister,  manner,  tori,  asi,  tBC) 
MieUretk  not,  needn  im^ 


amiss,  in    be- 


lOgDMUr 

tched.  died 


weBlem   difl4ioii ;    Uia 


It,  urriig*      I  c*^.     Vide  duaii 
!e  i  ■  g»t*  to  ;  Ourti*,  or  <)«,om,  plcnj 
up   Bt  ple»-  ■  eiK.-|i(,  qucnch.ii 


St.  itairp.  pl( 


»  nwd  for  to  dit 


b,  uTogMillr  in  ckcd         irembii 
I.    reidj-    .1    I 


r,  rrglon.    Aiyn,  ml*  or  klnf- 
I.  to  paw.  or  II;  duI.  Ilki  k  mid 

Xaiualil,  plundfnd,  DiOed,  Tlolktid 
-     -,inr.ptur. 

.  HiKn  <IM  ml,  dkd  Indt.  dU 


Ttolntlr 

«W«k» 

Jt«-liA<b.  nboU 

Jtai.    V 

iM.4Rlnnd.n><A,npd 

*«k« 

A«t,cn,i«ikim.ianiBt 

■M>. 

Itrebijm,.  Mil  buk 

JI«H.rr.  r«OT» 

Anlr,  Httuilr,  to  recoil,  go  buk.  or 

«mV.  P 

/^^■e  ir«]r 

Jtuttpit 

ff»*— M. 

i»«.Ml7^ 

««*.     T 

A>^ 

fr.red 

Bowinft  over 

Std.gn.T 

&lAA(r. 

Kilali.  briDf  iHck 

SiJ>-«<l 

«r'm(  *..  |>>«.  to  ilaOcB.  to  ilar 

UHuMm 

Brlim,  lo  live  fia 

Stmcrrifl.  Ibinluil 

Mp*4a 

Jb-™«te^  KcklmUl  Oflit.  "f  «>■ 

Teniare 

sJS!^ 

Jlnl&nf.  niDrar«d 

Jlo^frnt.  ninflenied,    ifliln    Dade 

s^.tu 

Bert,  HJlil  bold 

^tofa 

iln.«.  for  tun. 

RnrtrMl.  timed  a|itide  dawn,  axn- 

lucncd 

A-Mrrf-'^ 

XiV^-tw.  to  redeem,  to  tMOrw  by  ■ 

replevy 

Serni*.di 

Av'fft.  reproof 

Miire^tU 
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leal-flsh 

fhapeg^  ohosen,  el^^t 

iddle 

(unA  show,  pretence,  appemr- 

e 

try,  a  nnraeiy 

heU,  a  president,  gOTemor,  or 

rard 

ued  for  since 

be  scent,  the  smelling  ont 

follow.      Sfwmgt    following. 

vd;  followed 

9,  a  boat 

tet,      musical      instruments, 

Im    xcviii.    7.        Shawm    is 

igbt  to  signify  a  hantboj 

r.  B.  U.  C.  1,  St.  10 

to  disgrace,  to  blame,   to 
>A 

pure,  clear 

0,  to,  to  act  tbe  part  of  a  Con- 
or.   Shri/t,  or  Shriwing,  con- 
ion 
\t,  shrieked.  ShrigkUt,  sbriek* 

to  sound  shrillf 
r/,  to,  to  shelter.    Shroudtd  in 
9,  covered,  sheltered 
shining,  brightness 
lated,  of  kin 
or  such 

seat,  bench,  throne 
a  graff,  sprig,  or  f  oiing  shoot 
sighed 
uch 

sure,  snrelj 
^ts,  surenesB,  safetj 
;  HJmplicity 
ted  for  since 

fet,  Singulis,  slghs,  Bobblngs 
M  not,  8:iit8  not     in  it  nt»,  it 
igrees,  ill  becomes 
ince  that 
times 

r.  since  that  time 
0  grow  sluggish 
try,  hot,  sweltering 
to  snarl 

d  haire,  i. «.  entangled,  as  a 
n  of  siJk 
9  tnab  or  cheek 
knoba  or  knots  in  wood 
"A,  elodB  ofeMrUi 
ry,  bin;  m  Bold§eg*B  pttj 
e  »am,  mbtimaet  * 

8 


Sooie,  sweet,  or  sweetlf 
Soothli^  soothly,  true 
Sort,  company.   In  tort.  In  such  sort 

or  manner 
Souring,  plunging,  fUUng 
Souldam^    Soudan,    SotdoHt    a   king, 

tyrant,  sovereign 
Sowtenaunee,  remembrance,  recoUeo- 

tion 
Sovmde»,  inlets  of  the  sea  between 

headlands 
Sowne,  sound.   With  AriAimg  towms, 

B.  Ui.  C.  4,  St.  80 
8oyle,  the  prey,  the  soOed  beast 
Space,  walk  about,  range  about 
Spaiies,  shoulders 

Sperrt  the  gate,  bar  or  shut  the  gate 
Sper$ed  air,  for  dispersed  air 
Spiil,  to  spoil,  to  destroy 
Spilt,  shed,  scattered  over 
Spire,  to  breathe 
Sprent,  sprinkled 
Springat,  a  youth,  a  stripling 
Spyab,  espials,  spies 
Sp^e,  it  doth  spire  forth,  or  grow  Op 

to  the  fairest  flower 
Sladle,  staff 

Stalfs,  incitements,  dcTioef,  tricks 
Stank,  weary  or  faint 
Btarke,  stiff  with  cold 
Star-read,  doctrine  of  the  stan.  aa- 

tronomy 
Steane.  for  stone 

Sted,  place,  seat,  station,  sitnation 
Steeme,  smoke.      Steemed,  had  ex- 
haled 
Steemed,  esteemed 
Stent,  stint,  stay,  stop 
Stept,  steeped,  soaked,  wetted 
Sterne,  tail 

Sterve,  to  perish,  to  die 
Steven,  sound,  noise 
Stire,  stir  or  more 
Stole,  a  garment,  a  matron's  robe 
Stolid  stand,  station 
Stonied,  astonished,  or  stunned 
Stoond.     Tide  Stonied 
SUnmd,  Siownd,  space,  moment,  sei^ 

son,  hour,  time 

Sloup.in  fa\o(mT7«'^"^«^^^^v«i>L^=^ 

wing  strikea  aX  VYi«  tvnX 
SUmr,  Slowre,  flk^Yit,   i!to%   XTa*^"t^ 

mlitortunc,  fkt 
S^nsifie,  Sirene,  TiiM«< 

origin. 
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Venieih  into  the  wind^  snuffii  the  wind 

¥^ere  the  maina  ahettt  turn,  Bhilt 

Vttchy  bed,  (Sliep.  Cal.)  bed  of  pease 
straw 

yUde,  vile 

Virelayn,  a  kind  of  songs 

Visnomfe,  physiognomy,  risage.  as- 
pect 

Vmbriere,  the  Tisor  of  the  helmet 

Uncouth,  UDtuual,  strange,  harsh; 
odd.  deformed 

Underfongt  attempt  by  onfiur  and  in- 
direct means 

Undertime,  the  afternoon,  towards 
the  evening.  B.  iii.  C.  7.  St.  13 

Undight,     not    dight,    disordered ;  ! 
loosened,  untied 

Unneath,  difficult,  scarcely,  with  dif- 
flcalty.  Sometimes  it  signifies 
almost 

Unheie,  to  discover,  to  bewray 

Unher$t,  took  them  from  the  hearse 
or  temporary  monument  where 
thoy  were  usually  hanged,  B.  ▼. 
C.  8,  St.  87 

Unkempt,  unadorned,  or  void  of  grace 
or  elegance 

Unkend,  not  known 

Unlich,  unlike 

Unperv'tide,  unprovided,  not  fur- 
nishcd 

Unrett,  disquiet,  uneasiness 

Unioot,  unsweet 

Unwaret,  unexpectedly,  incautiously, 
unwarily 

Unveeting,  unknowing,  unawares, 
ignorant 

Untcitt,  not  thought  of,  unknown 

Upbrtut,  burst  open 

Upbrayea,  upbraidings,  reproaches 

Upwreaked,  unrevenged. 

W. 

Wage,  a  pledge;  likewise  reward, 

wages 
Waift,  a  stray 
War,  worse 

War-hable,  able  or  powerful  in  war 
Ware,  wary, cautious.  Ware,  did  wear 
WareUtf,  stupified 
War-old,  old  in  war  or  strife 
Warray,  to  make  war  upon,  to  ha* 

rass  with  war 
War/iduregte,  a  WOmuk-ViuniiOltt  MO 
Ajmuoa 


Watchet,  pale  bine 

fTairef,  waves,  L'ptoa.  Wtnte$,'WMMth 
perhaps  for  woes.  Uughea 

Way,  weigh,  value,  esteem 

Waytnent,  to  bewail,  lament 

Wayne,  Waine,  chariot 

WecU-avcay,  Wete-atcty,  alas  I 

Ween,  Weenen,  imagine, Judge 

Weet,  to  know.     Weeten,  to  wit 

Weetiese,  unknowing 

fFe/iC^, wafted,  ^fe/ie,  waved,  avoided, 
put  off 

We/t  (noun),    a  stray;    whatever 
wanders  and  is  lost 

Well,  did   well,  spring,   flow.      To 
WM,  to  move,  to  wield,  to  govern 

Wtle,  weal,  welfare 

Welke,  to  set,  decrease,  wither;  to 
grow  faint 

Welki$i,  the  sky,  firmament 

Welter,  to  wallow 

Wend,  to  go.     Wend,  for 

Weened,  imagine 

Went,  way.  Journey,  Upton.    Ooing, 
course,  UugheM 

West,  to,  to  set  in  the  west 

Wex,  to  increase,  to  grow 

Whatly,  full  of  whales 

WhatMo,  whatsoever 

Whemo,  whensoever 

Whilome,  Whylome,  formerly,  tome- 
while  ago 

Whist,  bushed,  silenced 

Whit,  a  little  part 

Whot,  hot 

Whyleare,  erewhile,  sometime  before 

Wicked  herbet,  noxious,  poisonous 

Wield,  Weld,  manage,  handle,  govern, 
direct,  turn,  sway,  &c. 

Wiglu,  creature,  person 

Wightty,  quickly 

WinMe,  shifting  to  and  iVo 

Witnpled,  fblded  over  like  a  veil 

Wise,  guise,  appearance 

To  Wis,  to  know.     Wist,  thought, 
knew 

Wite,  blame,  reproach 

Withhault,  withholden.  withdrew 

Woe  begonne,  far  gone  in  wt  e,  over- 
whelmed 

Wonne,  is  used  in  two  senses;  in  the 
first,  for  to  overcome,  gain    the 
victory,  ftom  \o  viw.    \u  ^^ka  «b> 
oond  place,  foT  lo  dNie\\,\A\iiiQai^> 
from  the  Oermixk  womei^ 


Illllll 
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